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have had on the eve of a great victory over his eneny Maxene 

tius.* When the sun began to set, a cross of light above the 

sun appeared to the Roman Emperor and his army. With the cross, 

in a constellation of stars, appeared the Greek words,"In this 

conquer". During the night Christ is said to have appeared to 

Constantine again with the same sign, and to have told him to 

use it as a sign of protection against his onemies. i The next 

morning Constantine told the story to his friends, and then, 

after assembling the workers of gold and precious stones, ‘he 

ordered them to imitate the sign he had seen. The standard 

they then made was called the Labarum. A long spear, plated 

with gold, with a transverse ‘bar, formed @ cross. From the 

ao Was suspended a square banner of purple, interwoven with 

g01d and precious stones. Above this were golden portraits 

of the Zmperor and his sons; it was then surmounted by 2 gol= 

den crown with gems, and within it was the Greek letter (X) > 

intersected by the letter (P). 

The account of the vision is given to Eusebius by Con- 

stentine who confirmed it with an oath. For thirteen-hundred 

years no one questioned the story. Since thens however, ques=- 

tions have arisen concerning the truth of the incident. Wheth- 

er the vision is: true or false, the fact remains that the em 

blem of the crose replaced the eagle as standard of the. Roman 

army e 
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Today there is no doubt among archaeologicts as to the 

discovery of the very cross upon which Christ suffered; how- 

ever, in the fourth and fifth centuries historians recorded 

the finding of a cross by Empress Helena, which was at that 

time received as the instrument of the pasion of Christ. 

The story of the so called Helena discovery is: The Bn- 

peror Constantine, not satisfied with having established the 

first stste religion, determined upon an attempt to discover 

the actual cross upon which Ghrist was crucified. Since he 

_ Was pre-occupied at the time with conquering and Ghristian- 

izing the pagans, he persuaded his mother to undertake a 

pilgrimage to Jerusalem for this purpose in the year 526. Al- 

though about eighty years old, his mother, the =mpress Helena, 

a very devout Christian, eagerly accepted tne mission. Aided 

by Saint Havarius, the sishop or Jerusalem, she began a long 

and arduous search. Three centuries had passed and it was ex- 

tremely difficult to locate the exact place of the crucifixion. 

It was somewhere outside tne walls of Jerusalen, Since cru= 

cifixions within the city were prohibited by law. - It was the 

custom to bury<the cross after a crucifixion in a deep ditch 

and to cover it with stones and dirt.”> In this case great 

care seems to have been taken to conceal carefully the place 

in which.the cross was buried in order that no follower of the 

Christ should discover it. The knowledge of the place of con- 

cealments; however, had been handed down in the families of 

Stpid., pe 351. 
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certain Jews and by one of these ascendants, an old man, 

curiously called Judas, the hiding place of the cross was re- 

vealed. At first he refused to tell the secret. Saint Helena 

had him cast into a pit to starve and after six days he agreed 

to..lead her to Golgathsa, the Hill of the skull. 

Over the spot, the Emperor Hadrian, two centuries earl= 

ier, had. erected a temple to Yenus. This was a heathen pro- 

test against the Garistian faith. This temple Saint Helena 

ordered destroyed and an excavation made. At a considerable 

depth, between the surface soil and rock, the tomb of Joseph 

of Arimathes. was discovered in which Christ was buried and 

close by were the three crosses. Not far away were found the 

four nails and the superscription ordered made by Pilate. 46 

Though many modern writers doubt the genuineness of the dis- 

covery, there was a time when the story apparently was not 

questioned. - : 

There are some variation in the account of the manner 

in which the cross of the Savior was distinquished. Saint. 

Ambrose and Saint Chrysostom said that Christ's cross was 

identified by the title which Pontius Pilate caused to be af= 

fixed to it. Rufinus, Socrates, and Theodoret relate, as the 

test, the restoration of a sick woman who was placed upon 

each of the crosses with the earnest prayer of Marcarlus, Bis- 

hop of “Jerusalen, that God would show them by a miracle the 

very wood upon which Christ suffered. 

There was little doubt among the people of the fourth 
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end fifth centuries as to the reality of this discovery end 

its boing tos true cross of Ghrist. However, br. Robinson of 

the ninteentn centuzy speaks with scepticiam of it, and says: 

fhe alleged discovery of taem(i. e., Golgotha am the 
tomb) by tae aged and ocredulous Helens, likes the dis- 
covery of the cross, may not, improbably, have been 
the work of fraud. It would peraaps, not be doing in- 
-justice to Bishop Macarius ana his clergy, if we regard 
the wnole as a well laia and successful pian for restor- 

‘ing to Jerusalem its former consideration, and evaluste a 
ing his see to a higher degrees of influence ana dignity. 

We know that it was the custom among the Jews to bury 

the io strume nt of death, woatever it mizht neve been, with the 

surferer; however, because the Sabboth . was near, Jesus was 

rauoved hurricdly to the sepulchre of Joseph of Arimathea, a 

tomb hewn in a rock. Space was not allowed for the cross. 

Altaough these pious souls bardly recognized the full divin- 

ity of the Lord, yet they did not look upon him a oriminal. 

They might nave viewed the cross with abhorrence, end it was 

probably placed in the pit that contained those of his fellow 

eur ere res : 

Tas preservation of the cross under ground would no®é pre- 

sent a problem. It is not too strange taxt wood can remin 

unaerground for the space of three hunared years without seeing 

decay. Neny examples could be show to prove that wood may 

thus be preserved tor any years. Thus the coffin of Bishop 

Coverdéle, who dled in 1569, has been dug up within the last 

few years, having renained undecayea an the ground for about 
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as many years as did the cross of Christ; this was in the 

damp soil of England. In the dry soil of Palestine no mir- 

acle is required to preserve the wood. 

In summarizing the proof of the finding of the three | 

crosses, it is to be noted that a cross, in fact three cross- 

e8, were found in a pit in Palestine. The question is, was 

one of them that on which the Lord was crucified? The fol- 

lowing testimony is evident. The instrument of torture and 

death was, auong the Jews, usually buried with the sufferer. 

Grosses wore found where 1t was well known tnat Christ and the 

two crucified with Him were executed. As to the miracle 

identifying the true Cross, that may be exaggerated. Wonder- 

ful events, told by ancient historians, naturally became dis- 

torted. But the historians who record the discovery of the 

cross agree in the main points involved, and their testimony 

is known to be correct in other matters. It must be concluded 

that the cross, claimed as the true Cross, was that upon which 

our Saviour died, or that a gross fraud was brought about by 

Bishop Nacarius and his clereyeen 

The so-called true Cross found by Helena was divided into 

three parts. One was left on the spot on which it was found; 

& magnificent basilica was built to preserve it. This builid- 

ing was destroyed by the Saracens in the seventh century and 

the precious relic disappeared. another portion was taken to 
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Constantinople and in the thirteenth century was ‘removed by 

Saint Louis to. Faris where he built the wonderful churchs. 

Sainte Chappelle, to house the relic. It 1s sontained ina 

golden. reliquary and is shown on holy days and festivals. 

The. thira portion was brought by Saint Helena to” Constant- 

ine and by him deposited in the ancient chaneh of Santa © 

Croce in Rome, which he built especially to. “preserve.” 

In 614 A.D. Jerusalem was invaded by Chosroes, King 

of Fersia, who destroyed the churches erected by Saint 

Helena; he carried to hie own country the portion of the 

Cross, ; The. Patriarch of Jerusalen, Zacharius, accompanied 

by the relic and the wife of Chosroes, a Christien, care- 

fully procerved it from desecration. For fourteen years it ~ 

was kept in Persia; however, when they were conquered by 

Emperor Heraclius, he carried the holy relic: to Constantinople. 

The next yeer at was restored to Jerusalems. by Heraclius. in 

635 Heraclius was ariven from Jerusalem and sent the sacred 

treasure to Constantinople. Either 1% soon found its way 

back or. & portion of it must have bsen preserved in the holy 

citys for 4t is often mentioned in history. 

Fragnente of the Cross are numerous and found in many 

countries. The demand for portions of the Gross increased 

. beyond the ability of the Cross to aapeLy. te _ Supernatural 

power was attributed to it. Certainly it mat have been 
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' .marvelous the way the cross increased to eupply ‘the centuries 

of demand; but that ie no more marvelous than. the miracle that 

many of the fragments are of different species of wood; yet 

that may be in part accounted for by claiming that the Grout 

was composed of different kinds of wood. Four hundred years 

AGO5 Erasmus declared that "if the fragments of the Gross were 

collected; enough would be found for the building of a ship, 

and yet our Lord carried His Cross": 

Although Calvin stated what is considered a fact that 

Saint Helena did discover the true Cross; nevertheless; he aid 

a
 

  

think the search was one of foolish curiosity; ands as to the 

innumerable relics now claimed to be part of ‘it; he says;. "the 

Gospel testified that the Cross was carried by. one’ single in= 

dividual; how glaring, then; 1s the audacity noe to pretend to 
: d ss 51 

display more relics of wood than three hundred men could carry"; 

To such statements Dri Rock answers: 

Large. crosses of wood; upon which short. ‘thread=like chips 
from. the true Cross were glued; have been at times mis=. 
taken by the heedless traveller;::; for so many portions 
of the true Cross itself; But the thin,;- almost indiscern~ 
ible parings from the true Cross itself, 211, if brought 
together and put into a scale, would not weigh many ounces. 

Those ‘who have investigated the subject most fully unite 

in one testimony; that but very little is to be found 

50... i 
ea Ons citss ps 124% 

5z 
John Calvin; Sreshige on Relics (uendans Wandrews and 

Coss 1892), ps 2335. 
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