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have had on the eve of a great victory over his enemy laxen-
t.ius.M' iilhen the sun began to sel, a cross of light abo'e_'e the
sun appeared to the Roman Emperor and his army. With the cross,
in a constellation of stars, appearsd the Greek words,"In this
conquer" . During the night Christ is said to have _a.ppeare'd to
Constantine again with the same sign, and to have told him to
use 1t a8 a sign of protection agalinst his enemies.  The next
morning Constantine told ths story to his friends, and then,
after assembling the workers of gold and precious sto_naa, ‘he
ordered them to imitate the sign he had scen. The standard
they then made was called the Labarum. 4 long spear, platsd
with zold, with a transvérse ‘bar, formed & cross. From the
bar was suspended a square banner of purple, interwoven with
g0ld and precious stones. above this were golden portralts
of the Zmperor and his sons; 1t was then surmounted by 2 gol-
den crown with gems, and within 1t was the Greek letter (X),
:I.nf.ersected by the letter (P).

The account of the vision is glven to Eusebius by Con=-
st;e.nt.:lne who confirmed 1t with an oath. For thirteen-hundred
years no one questioned the story. Since thenj however, ques-
tions have arisen concerning the truth of the incident. Wheth=-
er the vision is true or false, the fact remains that the em=-
blem of the ero;sa replaced the eagle as standard of the Roman

army .
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Today there 1s no doubt among arohaeologlcts as to the
dlscovery of the very cross upon which Christ suffered; how=
ever, in the fourth and fifth centuries historians recorded
the finding of a ocross by Empress Helena, which was at that
time received as the instrument of the pasion of Christ.

The story of the so called Helena discovery 1s: The Ba-
peror Constantine, not satisfled with having established the
first stste religion, determined upon an attempt to discover
the actual cross upon which Christ was crucified. 3Since he
~ was pre-occupied at the tlme with conquering and Christlian-
1zing the pagans, he persuaded his mother to undertake a
pllgrimage to Jerusalem for this purpose in the year 326, Al=-
though about elghty years old, his mother, the Empress Helena,
a very'devout Christian, eagerly accepted the mission. Alded
by Saint iaparlus, the Sishop o Jerusalem, she beggn a long
and arduous search. Three centuries had passed aﬁi it was ex-
tremely difficult to locate the exact place of the crucifixion.
1t was somewhere outslde the walls of Jerusalem, a;nce eru=
cifixions within the city were prohibited by law. - 1t was the
custom to bury-the cross after a crucifixion in a deep ditch
and to cover it with stones and d1rt.45 In this ocase great
care seems to have been taken to conceal carefully the place
in which the cross was buried in order that no follower of the
Ghrist should discover 1it. The knowlédgp of the place of con-
cealment; however, had been handed down in the families of

451b14., p. 31
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certain Jews and by one of these ascendants, an old man,
curiocusly called Judas, the hlding place of the cross was re-
vealed. At first he refused to tell the saecret. 5Salnt Helena

had him cast into a pit to starve and after six days he agreed

to.lead her to Golgaths, the Hlll of the Skull.

Over the spot, the Emperor Hadrian, two centuries earl
ler, had erescted a temple to Venus. This was a ﬂe#thnn pro-
teat againat the Cihristian falth. This temﬁle Salnt Helena 4
ordered destroyad and an excavation made. At & considerable ‘
depth, between the surface soll and rock, the tomb of Joseph
of Arimathes was discovered in which Carlst was buried and ;
close by were ths thres croasses. MNot far away ﬁere found the
four nalls and the superscription ordered made by Pllate.“s
Though many modern writers doubt the genulneness of the dis-
covery, there was a time when the story apparently was not
questloned. -

Thefe are some variation in the account of the manner
in which the oross of the Savior was distinquished. Salnt
Ambrose and Saint Chrysostom sald that Christ's cross was
identified by the title which Pontius Pilate caused to be af=-
fixed to 1t. Rufilnus, Socrates, and Theodoret relate, as the
test, the restoration of a slck woman who was placed upon
each of the orosses with the earnest prayer of HMarcarius, Bls-
hop of Jorusalem, that God would show them by a miracle the
very wood upon which Christ suffered.

Tﬁare was little doubt among the people of the fourth

%1p1a., p. 32.
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and: fifth centuriss as to the reality of this diseovery and
itas bulng tne true cross of Carist. However, Lr. Robinson of
the nintesnti century speeks with scepticiam of it, anc says:

The alleged discovery of them(i. ., Golgotha am the

tomb) by tne aged and oredulous ‘Helens, liks the dis-

covery of the oross, may not, improbably, have been

vhe work of fraud. It would peraaps, not be doing in-

-justice to Bishop Hacarius and his ‘clergy, if we regard

the wnole as a well lala and successful plan for restor-

--ing t0 Jerusalsm its former consideration, and evaluste 47
ing nis see to a higher degres of influence ana dignit.y.

“we know that it was the custom ampng the Jews to bury
the instrument of death, wnatever it might have been, with the
sufferér; howevser, because the Sabboth . was nsar, Jesus was
ranoved hurriedly to the sepulchre of Joseph of aArimathea, a
toub hewn in a rock. Space was not allowed for the cross.
Altacugh tmese plous souls hardly recognized the full divin-
ity of the Lom, yet taey aid not look upon him a oriminal,
They might nave viswed the oross with abhorrence, and it was
probably placed in the pit that containsd those of his fellow
Suiferers. :

Tae pmsarvat:l.on of the oross undsr gmund viould not pre-
sent a problem. It is not too strangs tihat wood can remuin
unaerground for tias space of threa huna.red years without seeing
dsoay. Meny exeamples could be shovn to prove that wood may
thus ba presurved I'or iany years. Thus the coffin of Bishop
Coverdsle, who aled in 1569, has been dug up within the last

fow years, having renalined undecaysd :I.n the ground for atout

47301111150!1,_ 22._ ‘c_i_t_. 9 II. 80.
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as many ‘years as did the cross of Christ; this was in the

damp soll of England. In the dry soll of Palestine no mir-
acle is reguired to preserve the wood. :

In ’.‘aummarizf.:l.ng the proof of the finding of the three
crosses; it 1s to be noted that a cross, in fact three cross-
e8, were found in a Plt in Falestine. The question is, was
one of them that on which the Lord was crucified? .T‘:.ze fol-
lowing testimony 1s evident. The instrument of torture and
death was, among the Jews, usually buried with the sufferer.
Crosses were found vhere 1t was well known that Christ and the
two erucified with Him were executed. aAs to the miracle
ldentifying the true Crosas, that may be exaggerated. Vonder=
ful events,; told by ancient historians, naturally became dis-
torted. But the historlans who record the dlscovery of the
cross agree in the main points involved, and thelr testimony
is known to be correct in other matters. It must be concluded
that the cross, claimed a8 the true Cross, was that upon which
our Saviour dled, or that a gross fraud was brought about by
Bishop Hacarius and hls clergy .48

The so-called true Oross found by Helena was divided into
three perts. One was left on the spot on which 1t was found;
a megnificent basllica was built to preserve it. This bulld-
ing was destroyed by the Saracens in the seventh century and
the precious relic disappeared. another port.ion'was taken to
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const.anunopla ané in the t.hlrteent.h eent.ury was removed by
Sainb Lauis to. Farls vhere ha built the \mndsr:ml church,
Sainte Ghappslle, to house the rellc. It 18 eontainad in a
golden reliquary and is shown on holy days a.nd festivals,
The third portion was brought by Saint Helena t.o Constant-~
ine and by him deposited in the anclent church o'f Santa
Croce in Rome, which he built especlally to. prelerva.ng

In 614 A,.D, Jerusalem was invaded by Ghosrnea.. King
of Feraia, who destroyed the churches ei*eet.ed_ by Saint
Helena; he carried to his own country the portion of the
Cross, The Fatrlarch of Jerusalem, Zachari..i:;._g', accompanied
by the rellc and the wife of Chosroes, a chi-‘isij.ian, care=
f‘ully preserved it from desecration, For f?buzitee;l years it
wasg k.ept. .’m I’ers:l.a- however, when they were conquared by
Exnperor Heraclius,; he carried the holy reli,;_‘._ to Constantinople,
The nexi; year 1t was rest.ored to Jerusalem, by Heraclius. In
635 Hera.clius vas driven from Jerusalem and sent the sacred
treasure to Gonst.a.nt.inople. Either 1% soon founa its way
back or & portion of it must have bsen presewed in the holy
eity, for it is often mentloned .1n history.

I-‘ra.gments of t.ha Cross are numerous and round in many
countries., The demand for portions of the Cross increased
- beyond the ability of ‘the Cross to supply i1t. Supernatural
power Was attributed to 1t. Certainly it mat have been

49 ;! . : -
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' .marvelous the way the ‘cross. increased t.o supplyt.ha oéniux;iaé
ofﬁemané,-,.but. that is no more marvelous than t.hg miracle that
many of the fragments are of different apecieé" of wood; yet
that may be in part accounted for by clalming thet the éréss
wes composed of different kinds of wood: Four hundred years
ago, Erasmua declared that "if the fragments of the créss were
collected, enough would be found for the buildins of a ship;
and yet our Lord cerried His Cross":

 Although Calvin stated what is considered a fact that
Saint Helena did discover the true Crossg nef;f'thelessi he did
think the search was one of foollsh curiosity; and; as to the
innumerable relics now clalmed to be p&rt. of it;: h.e says; "the
Gospel testified that the Cross was ocarried byone single in=
dividual; how glaring; then; 18 the audacity 'f:_im to pretend to

: : 51
display more relics of wood than three hundred men could carry";

To such statements Dr; Rock answers:

_.,a.rse crosses of wood; upon which short ‘thread=like chips
from the true Cross were glued; have been at times mis=
taken b_,r the heedless traveller;i.: for so many portlions
of $ha &true Cross itself: But the thin; almost indiscern~
1ble parings from the true Gross itself, all, if brought

together and put into a2 scale; would not welzh many ounces.

';”noge who have investigated the subjacf. most fully unite
in one testimony; that but very 1little is to be found

50
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