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inclines to sin--and if anyone is or contrary 
sentiment, let him be anathema.61 

Wilmers snys, "Original sin does not consist in Con• 

cupiscenoe, as the so called reformers or the sixteenth 

century asserted.62 The Cataohismus Romanus says, "But 

these desires (Motus) (the appetition or the soul according 

to its nature resisting the mind) are far fr om the real 

nature or sin, if they have not the consent of the will and 

negligenoe combined therew'ith."63 

However , although oonoupisoenoe is not sin it oan be­

come such by issuing into evil aots.64 With this con­

cupisoenoe, t herefore, man has to struggle but for this he 

should not be sor ry f or in t he struggle he has the oppor­

tunity of earning merits for his salvation.65 Thus ooncupa 

iscenoe really of fers an advantage to man. Ui th this 

general opinion, however, the 'thomists were in disagreement. 

They say, original sin is not only a negation but also some­

thing positive consisting essentially in ooncupisoence.
66 

. The schoolmen teach that all children are born 1n sin 

al though there is a diff erence among them as to the mode 

. . 

61Ib1d. P• 11,. 
62raotsche, .2.12• &ll.i.t P•78, 

63:P!eper,· .2.12a, ~• P.• 330 .• 

~eve, Churghes and Sagts, P• 116, 
65' ,. Ibid., P• ll"t'e 
66notsohe, .ml• 9.U.&, P• 17 • 
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or transmi tt5.ng ~.c1run ' s s i r... Ttic dif f:t<lulty arises because 

they tench t hat 0uch soul i s created 1:-.,y God (creationism)• 

The quest i on :ts, 

Hha t; h2..ppe:.'ls to th9 soul createc1 by God• and 
c:reatecl in ~,.11 sotui.dness .> r,,u-i ty ,. and integrity, 
t hat, at t he moment of its w_ton with the body, 
i t sho~ld be depri~ed not only or all super­
n~tur al gifts, but 30 deeply wounded in all its 
natur al faculties and plao~d in so f ear:rul.ly 
i ncongr uous a relation to the Deity? 

While · t t~er e is much speculation on this matter no definite 

conclusions hnve been 1,aaehed by the official chureh.67 

Howev0r, while t here is not ngreement on the mode of 

transmission t here is agreement that all are born 1n sin 

w1 th the exoeption of one human· being. Catholic theologians 

teach that Mory was free of t he stain of Adam. Pope Pius 

l X deoreed t he ·do;_;ma of. the izn:naculate conCC''\Jtion of Mary 

1n 18,4.68 Lis decretal reads, 

:-re declare, proclaim and determiner that the 
doctri ne, which holds the most blessed Virgin 
.Vary i n the first moment of her conception was 
t hroueh the singular grace and privilege or . 
omnipotent God in view or the merit of Christ 
Jesus the Savlor of mank1Dd1 preserved i!!l.'11UD.8 
from I11e ignominy or or!ginel. sin, lw.s Men 
r evealed bY God and therefore is to be believed 
f ir:::ily and" invariably by all the faitbt'ul. For 
this reason, if some should think otherwise 1n 
t!leir heart than has been determined by us-maJ 

671.1t.?ehle1', ml• ·e1t, I :?• ·,2r. 
68rJeve, ..2n• cit., P• 202. 
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God prevent itl--they are innovating and henoe­
lmou that t~~cy, condemne~ by an appropriate 
judgment, hava suff'ere<l shipwreck ns to faith 
and fallen away frcm tj10 unity· er the church. 69 

It is tau~ht that at the .noment God created !~ry 's soul He 

applied to it t he merits of Hi s atonement and p:r·Qserved her 

from ori g:tnel sin.?O 

I 4 , ..... 

69P1epe~, op. ~it., P• 335• 

7~to11 and !i'ul lon,_m. ait. ,_ P• 20. 
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CHAPTER V1 

THE LUTBERAJ.lf DOCTRINE OF ORIGINAL SIi 

Adam and Eve were not forced to transgress God• a v1·11 

for they had the ability to resist the wioked suggestions ot 

any other creature and they had the power to reject Satan 

in his advanoes. They could have foroe:1 the devil to flee 

thus causing hi:-n to fail 1n his attempt. However I man did 

not choose the right actions but rather, by his own tree 

ohoioe he obeyed the desire of the old wioked roe and dis­

obeyed a very clear command of God. Man "/ery deliberately 

opposed himself to the will of his Lord17l and therebf severed 

the divine re1·at1onship which had existed between God and man.72 

Therefore, only two subjects are responsible tor the 

fall. God is :not one of them for He wills only that which 

is good. He created man's natur~ good and strong and did 

not set· the stage for the tragedy that took place. The tllO 

responsible for s i n are the devil and man b1mself • Satan 

a ttaoked with the intention of spir1 tual murder and man 

willingly followed his foe's bidding, hoping for something 

71.oenesis 2117. 

72Engelder1 .2J2• git,, P•· 38. 
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better than what he already had.73 

Through the transgression or Adam and Eve man• a nature 

was completely corrupted • . So oorrupt .d1d it beoome· that 

no man oan, by self· examination or by a study of man• a 

behaviour, ever arrive at a satisfactory description or its 

:f'ull depth and meaning.74 We oan geteot in a measure its 

presenoe. When we see the anger, the greed and the fool• 

ishness of men we can determine that there is something 

radioally wrong with them, Even pagan writers point out 

the natural inclination of man to evil . Horace says, "No 
.• 

one is born wi thout. f aults; the happiest one is.he, who is 

crowded by the least". 75 But the complete tragedy that took 

place in the Garden of Eden can be learned only from the 

Word .of God.76 

In . the fall man lost the image of God• 77 Be had been 

created holy, righteous and with full knowledge or His 

Creator, but when man• s sin took place this was all destroyed. 

Man became "destitute or the rigbteouaness werein he was 

. _73aenes1s 3 :1-16. 

74t3ente, a:12• git, 1 P• 109. 

75Pieper, .9.U• git,t P.• 3~9 · 

76isentet .2ll• git,. p, 109. 

7?coloss1ans 3110. 
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originally created, and in spiritual things is dead to 

good .. 1178 When we say man Jost the image ot God we mean 

that he also lost the likeness ot God for these terms are 

synonomous. 

In his original state man reared God and his confidence 

in His Lord was not disturbed with doubts and moments ot 

despair, · but day aftar day man arose with the assurance ·· 

that his God loved him and would keep him in His holy 

family. 79 Howavei", when Satan won the victory this all 

changed. Knowledge of God changed to ignorance. Love tor 

Him changed to cont.empt. G0·d' s judgments were helcj in 

ridicule and man became angry beoause ot the demands ot 

God~ His heart was filled with despair ot grace and he 

put his trunt in temporal and earthly creatures. The carnal 

things of life, suoh as we:il th, understanding and man's 

"belly" became the objects of worship. Man was now afflicted 

with disease; spirit~l disease ot the soui.80 The Lutheran 

Church denies, i n accordanae with the Word of God, that a 

man even after the tall has a certain amount of tear, love 

and trust 1n God. ··She teaches that the "carnal mind is 

78r.rheodoi .. e taetsch, I)le 111,1ng Wo~, (St. ·touis' Hoa 
Concordia Publishing House, 19 7 , P• 1 • 

79Bente, .212• git~~ p~ 109. 
8 . 
Oibid., P• 107. 
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enm1 ty against God,81 and that, · therefore, man haa no desire 

whatsoever to please His God by the fulfillment ot His 

commandments. liatural man is too much in love with his 

own evil thoughts and plans to have a plaoe 1n his lite 

for the will of God. 

The Word of God and the Lutheran Confessions object to 

the teaohing that a man still has some freedom in spiritual 

matters, for free will in spiritual matters was lost by 

Adam and Eve through a wrong use of 1t. Instead ot exer­

cising itself for the good pleasure of God, the will ot 

man by nature serves !ta mastor, the devil, who brought 

it into oaptivity.82 · 

The unregenerate will of man is not only turned away 

from God but it has also become an active enemy against 

God. Its only inclinations and desires are for that which 

is evil and contrary to God,83 therefore, not even the power 

of choice can be conceded the unregenerate.84 This does not 

mean that man cannot choose between good and evil on the 

level of civic righteousness. The Apology of the Augsburg 

Oontession admits this freedom when it says, 

8lRomans 817 

82J3ent~, .wl• g1t11 P• 893~ 

83oene~is ~121. 

8410.otsche, .s!a• git,• P• 166. 
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The human '111111 has liberty 1n the ohoioe ot works 
,vnioh r eason oan comprehend or itself. It oan 
to a certain extent render civil righteousness.a; 

However, eve~ _in these matters the ~ing ot the right 

choice is very much l i mited by the inherited weakness of 

men. 

The ,-rlll of nat ural man is opposed to the Law of God. 

It oan not take any other stand since 1 t is entirely hostile 

to the Lor d. 86 Even when natural man desires to do things 

axtornally good hG oan do them not by reason of a olose 

relationship wi t h Goel but because of natlll'al compassion., 

All abil ity in spiritur..l matter disappeared 1n the 

fall. Man is not just s1clt or weak but entirely dead, He 

has no aptne ss whatsoever in sp~itual mattars.87 In suoh 

matters man may be compared _to a stone tor he will not and 

cannot or himself yield to the advances of God's Spirit. 

The For mula of Concord observes, that fallen man oan 

neither think, believo nor wil l anythin_g ~ving reterenae 

to divine anc1 s,Piritual concerns, that he is utterly dead 
88 

to all good, and has not the least spark or spiritual power. 

To such a man t he Gospel of Christ is t'ooli~bness.89 

85B,a11.te, .22• git . 1z P• 863• 
8~omans 817. 
872 ~01·. 3 i ,. 
88 · . , 

Moehler, .2J2• git1 l p~ 60. 
89 ," 

l ·cor. 2124. · 
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There is no ability in man to change his wioked W&Y'• 

As little as a dead man can raise himself from the grave · 

so litt le can a man that .is spiritually dead raise himself 

to spirittIBl life. 90 Suoh a man does not tear or love 

God .neither has he the gifts and the powers to produce these 

acts• 91 The only PO\·rer man has left after the tall is the 

power to resist. He resists, with his !'eason and passions, 

the advano.es of God in His Uord and Sacraments. 

l\1ru:l is cor r upt in body .and soul. 'The entire man and 

his enti ~e :nature is completely infected t-rith ;s1n92 therefore, 

he did not recei,ve, in the :ra11, merely a slight blemish, a 

little stain , but the . corruption is deep and pervades · the 

·whole man. 93 We teach, 

that oriainal sin is not a slight, but so deep 
a corruption of human nature that no1;;b1ng healthy 
or uncorr upted has remained in man's body or soul 
in his inner or outward powers,. but as the Church 
sings: through AdfWl • s fall is all corrupt, nature 
and essence human.~ 

tihat has been just described may be called the negative 

side or original sin. - There,-·1s also a posi·tive-·side which 

we oall concupisoenoe, a vicious dispos1~1on to e~11.
9

~ 

90:sente, -~·· cif,, P• 787, 

9lzb1g., P• 111. 

92Ibid., P• 105. 

93Ibid., P• 863. 

94Ib1~.~ P• 781. 

95taetsah, .ml• git, 1, P~ 153• 
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The Apostle Paul · ses this term when he says, "I had not 

knot-m. lust (concnpiscence) except the law had said, thou 

she.l t not covet .,P6 

We do not recard concupiscence as being only a detect, 

or "tinder", o:r o "penalty" but we regard 1 t as the chief 

sins t he root urnl fountain or all actual sins.97 Quensted 

u:rote, "Paul, ~"'oman 7, oalls . it ( oonaupisoence, original 

depravity) sin f ourtee~ timcs •• ,,The apostle ~es it the 

low of sin war 1.·:i. -1c.; against t ho law of the mind, an evu, a 

siP..1.ine s i n . 1198 Luther said, 

Th:i.s s:tn is not cmrnmitted like all other sin. It 
is the essential sin which does not sin tor an 
hour or a cer tain time but wherever and as

9
~ong as 

the person is, that long is this sin also. 

To doubt God's vrath, to oppose His grao~, to objeot 

to His word, to murmur against the goodness of the Lor.d 

and to have a heart ·filled wt th wrath and lust is mo1•e than . ' 

a deteot or a matter of little consequence but it is a~. 

At the same time however, 1 t is also punishment for th'71 

disobedience of man,100 

While the human nature or man is corrupt and depraved 

96aomans ?•7• 

9?Bento, .sm,. qi t; • P• 861. 
9~eve, ~ghes and Sects, P• 11s. 

99Ib1de 

lOOBente., .2Jh git11 P• 117• 
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ve must be car eful t o distinb'Uiah betwaan man's nature 

atte:r ·che full ancl cor ruption 1 tseli'. One is the work of 

Cod t1hilo the o·:;her is the \,/Ork of the dav11.lOl Qr1g1nal 

sin inher es 111 ·tho na tur a of man, in his substance and 

essence but i -'c is no·t; the assencG.. It is accidental rather 

than substu11:i;;is.1.lv2 

Although or i ginal sin likG a apiritual poison and 
leprosy (as Luther Sµys) has poisoned and corrupted 
t ho whole h Uiila.1 natu.•e so that w C81Ulot show and 
point out to the ey~ the nature apart by itself, . . 

·::ind ori ginal sin apart by itself, nevertheless i;ne 
corrupt nature or essence of the corrupt man, body 
::4"'1.d soul or tha mf.."l hims~lf whom God has created 
(and in whom dwells original sin which also corrupts 
t h0 n.:. t urG , eosanoe, or tha a:-1tirG man), and · 
original sin, which dwells 1n man•s nature or03 cssonce , and corr upts it, are not one thing.1. 

Sin ommo·t be :tdentif i ed wi.-th human nature any more than 

the disease \'rl th which a man• s body is afflicted can be 

identified ,.,i t h man himself" .1o4 

The sin of Adam and Evo was passed to all mauk1nd. ~ 

"Through 0110 man sin entered into tha world. nl05 The fall 

of Adam was ·the :ruin of' all man. The Augsburg Confession 

states, "si..11ee the fall of Adam all men begotten in the 

101Ibid ,, , P. 779. 

l02!Q.otscho,· .212• git,, P• 161+. 

103Ilzl4• . 
1oti-c . H. Lit tle, ·~rlft.-conts,13ij,•1 tll!fft9cx, 

LoU1s • Conoord:!.a Pubifi g 0\188t 1 , P• • 

10'Romans 5112 

est. 
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natural uay ai."'G born with s1n •. nl06 All men are euilty of 

original sin ,. "by t he offense of' one, judgment came upon 

all men to conclemnation11 ,J.07 and all men are born with the 

corrupt condition of t heir first :parents, tor the .Word 

or God says, 11·tmt ·1,.1h:!.ch is born or th'3 f lesh is i'lesh"•l08 

The \f.aole wo1·ld o f r:1an.l-;i nd is by nature totall-;r depraved in 

bocly and so1.11 , i n t l e highest and noblost power s of intellect 

t'..'ld t·rill. As children i uhe:ri t from their pa.rents certain 

features and trait s, somei.;imes even bodily wa!messes and 

diseases, so huve all men i~~~er1ted that deep rooted spirit­

ual 001,ruption 111hich r:re call original deprav1ty,109 

1:la do not teach that original sin is acquired by us afte 

our birth but it i s a condition with whiah we are conceived. 

Thus from t he very i'ir st moment of' earthly life all men are 

in a depraved condition and . charged with the ~lt or sin. 

The only exception to this inolttsive rule, that a!l we:re 
110 

shapen 2.11 iniquity, is Christ the LQrd for He did no sin. 

Therefo1•e, we teach that Mery was conceived in sin. She 

was born with a mind and heart that were at enmity w!th God. 

106i3ente, op. git,. P• 43. 
l0'7nomm1s ?t.18. 

108John )a6. 

l09Koehler, A smnmvx or Qh£11i1M R9qtrip8, 
1101 Peter 2122. 



CHAP~R VU 

ACTUAL SIN ACCORDIWG TO ROMA.l1 CATHOLIC SOURCES 

Rome defines ao~uaJ. . sin as a w11M violation of a 

(lmo,;,m) 1~.w o'"' God. 111 This maans, t hat the will of man 

must gi v0 cc:,nsent i f u t ransgression or tha .law is to be 

regarded ns n.ctu.a.1 sin. I t foJ.lows therefore , that there 

is no s i n uhen a :nnn i s forced or coerc4:)d to violate a law 

of Goc1 i.·Thich i nc l udes nlso the 1aw or the ahuroh. ·Neither 

is -thero s:i.n wh0r. ·t;he emo.t 1ons of ma11, with.out .the consent 

of t he ,,rlll, c£1:o.se him t o violate the law,112 The Balti:11ore 

Cateohism stnte~, "If we coinrilit e ~inful act, when we l18Ve 

no oh...-moe or freedom to consent or refuse consent we are 
not guilty o r s i n (accident s , phys!a&l but not moral or 

r...ypnotio f orce applied, s:tns committed in sleep)." 

Rome's dcfin.t tion fu.r thermore means that there is no 

sin when a mn.n is :tgnor:.mt cf -r ight and wrong, °'1twardly 

the act ma-:- appear to be c11ametrico.lly opposed to the will 

of God, however , t he acting su~j act ~Y ~t have known the 

seriousness ·o.f the '\"ll'Ong or -t;he rul.l 
1
meantng or the W'ord ot · 

God. If that is true~; such a man sh~uld be absolved ot · ain 
• 

111P.o11 and 'FaJ.J.ont .sm• git,• P• 7c;. 
112 · -Deck, .2J2• ·git,, P• 31• 
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pro!)erly ~o c a l led . The Baltimo!'e Catoohism says, that 1f 

we comrtl t a s:lnft1l a.ct bv.t d.o not lmow the act to be sintul.1 

we a.re not ::,tllt:t of sin (to eat ment on Friday). 

Actt1t!l s i n n r:1.re d1 vi ded i nto two Jtinds: r:10rtal end . 
veninl C;a.e .. c .. ~..aJ;,q m~w.t0U.si .Q.t. xenia,lia) •113 "Our Lord com­

vore1.'l r:10:r.t(il s~n tt) camels and beams, venial slns to gnats 

and n".ores . (Haf.~h. 23, 2t:., u.nd 7:3)"1llt They are d1sti:n8':d.shecl 

by t~c l n:-,y :tn ~·m.:lc!·. they af fect out' rele.tion to God.11; 

!·Iorto.J. ::r~n :t::: usnaJ.1: doscri bed ~s a wilful trans&TeSs­

i on. of the )' c~w of. Qod. "Ii' e. man JmouingJ.y and willingly 

tra"lsgre!)ses C1oc! ' s Lew in an important matter, i.f he desires 

o?P ·en j oy,;:, o. t!unr: , the possession tnd onjoyment or \lhioh 

cv.nnot eo hal!d in -h.un.d ili th the possession and love or God­

Then he h us done a grievous \'11'0:ng, he bas comm tted a mortal 

sin, n116 'l'h.0 s :!.!'..ne:!."' tu.rno his bacl: on· God and gives pref'G~ 

enoe t o a. creo. t ed t hi ng. Ilmrevcr, before th~ro CAil be mortal 

sin at al l there must be a grievous matter, si.u'f!oient 

reflecti on &nd fu.1.1 consent or t he w111.117 What is and 

what is not n gr:t0vous matter, or a matter or serious 

cravity is determined by Scripture, Oomioila, Popes an4 

-------113 · 6 Neva, g_~e.§. AJld Seg,ts, . p~ . 11 • 

114-naok, SW.• oit., P• 33~ 
11

50 'Meil, 9.U• gi.te:, nv, ® '' 
ll6soharsoh, .Ql!• git,, P• 2. 
11? Ibid•, P• 7. 
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and reason~118 

The indication of sins whioh are grave .& .IYQ 
genera is evident in Holy Scriptures1 e.g. 1n 
Romans 1120 sqq., l Corinthian$ vj. ~ sqq. 
and Galatians v. 19 sqq~ ' 
Broadly speaking they fall under three headsa--
1, Sins which offend direotly against the being 
and attributes of God such as blasphemy, unbliet, 
despair; 2. sins whioh inflict serious Uljury 
upon the human race or upon society such as 
r~bellion and various forms or unchastity; 3. 
si ns which injure our neighbor 1n his lite, his 
property, or his good hame such as murder, 
serious theft, false .witness, 
It is to be not~d that a sin may be grave s 
genera Jm2 ~; as is murderJ or it may be 
grave only S genera JmO, m A211 ~' as 18 
theft; not every act or ·tiieft-is objectively 
mortal sin. The matter or sin is understood to 
include ali its circumstances, e.g. its end, 
its time, its place etc, 
In all acts of sin there is some advertenae. 
There is incomplete advertenoe when the sinner 
is half asleep, or distracted, or ~en or the 
like. Full advertence requires that the sinner 
should be in possession or his reasont that he 
should recognize that his sin is an orrense 
against God, and that it is absolutely unlawtul 
for him to commit it.119 

A man cannot be charged with mortal sin when a) he does 

not see at least confusedly the evil erreots which follow 

on the cause he places, b) he is not able to retrain trom 

Placing the cause, c) he is not under the obligation ot 

preventing the evil act.. Invinoible ignorance exouses from 

.1180,Neil, .ml.•. git,, xiv, 7• 

ll9watkins L. Williams. D\8 Moral Theology qt the 
ta·gr'f!"Wt of Penfapge, (0Xf'ord1 A. R. Mowbray & Co. Lto. t 

91'1, p. 1791'. 
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sin while vineible ignoranoe lesses the aagnituda.120 "Sin 

ordinarily venial micht become mortal it it is oommi.tted 

in def'ianoe· of l1od a."ld religion, or it 1 t is . tolloved by 

ser.ious oonsequenoes"• 121 

There are conf'lioting opinions as to just what sins 

are mortal. The Council of' Trent listed some ot them and 

then olosed with the lTOrds, "all the; rest"• Blasphemy and 

hatred for God are always morta1.122 

The most serious mortal sins are the sins against 
t he Holy Ghost~ They are presumption ot God •s 
mercy, despairt opposition to truth, obstinanoy 
in sin, envy o:r another's sp1r1 tual good, and 
final 1.mpenitence. . . 

Other serious sins are those that cry tc heaven tor ven­

geance, namely, wilful murder, sodomy, oppression ot the 

poor; of widows and orphans, defrauding laborers or their 

wages •. 123 

Mortal sin deprives the soul ot sanctifying grace and 

separates f'rom God, It removes the heavenly beauty ot 

grace leaving in its place the stain or sin spoken or 1D 

Scripture, Is. 414 and 1 cor. 6111.12>+ This sin removes 

12oo•Ne11, 5m• ~' nv, 7• 

12in ·e q .~-.:-.1 ml• all&, ;P• 3~· 

l22o•Ne11, .!m~ ~. nv, 7~ 

123neck, .Qi., . .sllla., P• 31f;~ . . .. . 

l2lt-o 'Na11, .ml• .sll.a., nv·, 7~ 
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true love for God since it has driven.God .fro~ the soul 

and brought divine friendship to an' en4.125 'Han surrenders 

himself to the creature and deprives himself of his Creator. 

"Together vd th God, love departs, grace vanishes, llf e 

closes, beauty flees, happiness dies, and even hope is no 

more" .126 Thus, after mortal sin, the soul is sp1r1 tually 

dead. TJ,..is does not mean man can do no good works, tor 

he oan still do some things 't'thioh will bring about a "smile" 

on the race of God. Ho,.,ever, while in the state of mortal 

sin, man can not mer1 t heaven by his deeds. He is now 

unwort}v of heaven. 

Mortal sin entails the penalty of suf'f'ering, Such 

sui'ferine may ~e.ke place 1n this life or it may be intliated 

in the life ·to oome.12? All who die in the state of mortal 

sin will go to hell .128 Othor. effects of mortal sin are 

listed as follows, remorse of the oonscienae, inclination 

towards evil, darkening of the intelligence, hardening ot 

the 1dll and a vitiating of nature which ·does not destroy 
. 129 

facuJ.tias ot soul but merely wealtens their use. 

12'Kirsoh, 9.12• .su.L., P• 332• · 

l26s~harsoh, .sm• .sa.L., P• 12. 

l27o'Ne11, .sul• .slUa., nv, 9.. 

128nrsch, Jm• a1Ji.a., P• 342. 

l29o 'Ne11, .!W.• alla., nv, 9, 


