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of transmitting Adam's sin. The difficulty arises because
they teach thal each soul is created Wy God (ereationism).
The questlion 1s,
waat happeas to the soul created by God, and
created in all soundness, yurity, and integrity,
that, at the moment of its union with the body,
1t should he deprived not only of all superw
natural gifts, but so deeply wounded in all its
natural i‘acul%ies and placzd in so fearfully
incongruous a relation to the Delity?
While there is much speculation on this matter no definite
conclusions have been reached by the official chureh,67
Howevor, while there is not agreement on the mode of

transmission there is agreement that all are born in sin

with the excsption of one humen beinge Catholle theologlans

teach that lery was free of the stain of Adems Prpe Pius
% deereced the -dogme of the immaculate conccuvtion of Mary
in 1254,68 mis decretal reads,

We declare, proclaim and determine: that the
doctrine ngch holds ths most blessed Virgin
Mery in %he first moment of her conception was
through the singular grace and privilege of
cmnipotent Cod, in view of the merit of C.hrist
Jesus, the Savior of mankind, px:esex_-ved immune
~ from the ignominy of original s*n% has been -
revealed by God and therefore is to 1?6 belie;
firmly end invariably by ell the faithfuls TFor

674oehler, op. Cltes De 52fs
8yeve, op. olt., pe 202
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God prevent itl=-they are innovating and hence=
know that they, condemned by an approrriate
judgment, have suffered shipwreck as to i‘a:lth6
and fallen eway from the unlty of the churche 2
It 1s taught that at the momeat God created Mary's socul He
applied to it the merits of Hls atonement and praserved her

from original sin,70

69Pieper, ops Gitay Ps 335
70M011 and Fallon, me gites Do 200




CHAPTER V1
THE LUTHERAN DOCTRINE OF ORIGINAL SIN

Adam and Eve were not forced to transgress God's will
for they had the ability to resist the wicked suggestions of
any other cereature and they had the power to reject Satan
in his advances. They could have forcel the devil to flee
thus causing him to fail in his attempt. However, man did
not choose the right actions but rather, by his own free
choice he obeyed the desire of the old wicked foe and dis=
obeyed a very clear command of God. Man very deliberately
opposed himself to the will of his Lord,’l and thereby severed
the divine relationship which had existed between God and man, /2

Therefore, only two subjects are responsible for the
fall, God is not one of them for He wills only that which
is good. He created man's nature good and strong and dia
not gset-the stage for the tragedy that took places The two
responsible for sin are the devil and man himself. Satan
attacked with the intention of spiritual murder and man
willingly followed his foe's bidding, hoping for something

7lGenesis 2317.
72Engelder, ODe gites Pe 38'
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better than what he already had.?3

Through the transgression of Adam and Eve man's nature
was completely corrupted. So corrupt did it become that
no man can, by self examination or by a study of man's
behaviour, ever arrive at a satlsfactory description of its
full depth and meaning.”* e can detect in a measure its
praesence. hen we see the anger, the greed and the fool=
ishness of men we can determine that there is something
radically wrong with them, Even pagan writers point out
the natural inclination of man to evii. Horace says, "No
one is born without faultsj the happiést one is he, who is
orowded by the least".’’ But the complete tragedy that took -
place in the Garden of Eden can be ieamed only from the
Word.of God.76

In the fall man lost the image of Gode?7/ He had been
ereated holy, righteous and with full knowledge of His
Creator, but when man's sin took plage this was all destroyed.

Man became "destitute of the righteousness wherein he was

73cenesis 311-16.

7‘*‘Bente, Obe Sltey Pe 109
75Pi.eper, ops Sites Pe 329 .
763ente, oD« giteg Pe 109
?7Colossians 3110,
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originally created, and in spiritual things is dead to
good."78 Uhen we say manlost the image of God we mean
that he also 1°St, the likeness of God for these terms are
Synonomous e

In his original state man feared God and his confidence
in His Lord was not disturbed with doubts and moments of
despair, but day after day man arose with the assurance -
that his God loved him and would keep him in His holy
family.’? However, when Satan won the viectory this all
changed, ZXnowledge of God changed to ignorance, Love for
Him changed to contempt. God's judgments were held in
ridicule and man became angry because of the demands of
Gods His heart was filled with despair of grace and he
put his trust in temporal and earthly creatures. The carnal
things of 1ife, such as wealth, understanding and man's
"belly" became the objects of worships, Man was now afflicted
with disease; spiritual disease of the soul,80 The Lutheran
Church denies, in accordance with the Word of God, that a
man even after the fall has a certain amount of fear, love

and trust in God, She teaches that the "carnal mind is

7Sfhebdore Laetsch, m%y)i_t_g;_‘&%, (St. Louls, Mo3
Concordia Publishing House, 1947)y Pe 1

79Bente, ap. git 3 Ps 1094
801b1d.y p. 107,
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enmity against God,81 and that, therefore, man has no desire
whatgoever to please His God by the fulfillment of His
commandments. Natural man is too much in love with his
own evil thoughts and plans to have a place in his life
for the will of God.

The ‘;Iord' of God and the Lutheran Confessions object to
the teaching that a man still has some freedom in spiritual
matters, for free will in spiritual matters was lost by
Adam and Eve through a wrong use of it. Instead of exer=
eising itself for the good pleasure of God, the will of
man by nature serves its master, the devil, who brought
it into captivity.52

The unregenerate will of man is not only turned away
from God but it has also become an active enemy against
Gods Its only inclinations and desires are for that which
1s evil and contrary to God,83 therefore, not even the power
of choice can be conceded the mregenergte.e"" This does not
mean that man cannot choose between good and evil on the
level of civic righteousness. The Apology of the Augsburg
Confession admits this freedom when 1t says,

81romans 817

82Benta, on._gltes pe 893s
83Genesis 81214

84K1otsche, ope gitas Pe 166s
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The human will has liberty in the choice of works

which reascn can comprehend of itself. It can

te a certain extent render civil righteousness.85
However, even in these matters the making of the right
choice is very much limited by the inherited weakness of
men. _

The will of natural man is opposed to the Law of Gods
It can not take any other stand since it 1s entirely hostile
to the Lord.86 Even when natural man desires to do things
externally good he can do them not by reason of a close
relationship with God but because of natural compassions
All ability in spiritucl matter disappeared in the

fall, Man is not just sick or weak but entirely deads He
has no aptness vhatsoever in spiritual matterss37 In such
matters man may be compared to a stone for he will not and
cannot of himself yield to the advances of God's Spirits
The Formula of Concord observes, that fallen man can
neither think, believe nor will anything having reference
to divine and spiritual concerns, that he is utterly dead
to all good, and has not the least spark of spiritual power,88

To such a man the Gospel of Christ is foolighness.89

S

85Bante, on. ghies ps 863%
86Romans 817,

872 Jore 3i5.

88Moehler, 9_20‘9117_'.;. ps 604 _
891 cor, 2:24, i
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There is no ability in men to change his wicked ways.
As little as a dead man cen raise himself from the grave:
so little can a man that is spiritually dead raise himself
to spiritual 1ife.”? Sueh a man does not fear or love
God neither has he the gifts and the powers to produce these
acts.’l The only pover man has left after the fall is the
power to resist., He resists, with his reason and passions,
the advances of CGod in His VYord and Sacraments,

Man is corrupt in body and soul. The entire man and
his entire nature s completely infected with‘sin92 therefore,
he did not receive, in the fall, merely a slight blemish, a
little stain, but the corruption is deep and pervades:the
whole mn.% le teach,

e e e e cture. that nothing Beaibhy
or uncorrupted has remained in man's body or soul
in his inner or outward powers, but as the Church
sings: through Adgm's fall is all corrupt, nature
and essence human, _

What has been just deseribed may be called the negative
side or original sin, There is also a positive side wlslich
9

we call concuplscence, a viclous disposition to evile

7OBente, op. gibss Pe 787
91Ibid., pe 111e

92;1&‘.1.': Pe 105¢

93191Q;; Pe 863.

94Ibide, pe 78L.

95I.aetsc;h, oDe Sltes Pe 153¢
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The Apostle Paul uvses this term vhen he says, "I had not
known lust (concupiscence) exeept the law had sald, thou
shelt not covet.“%

We do not regard eoncupiséence as being only a defect,
or M"tinder®”, or a "penalty" bubt we regard it as the chief
sins  the root and fountain of all actual sinse?? Quensted
vrote, "Paul, Homan 7, calls it (concupiseence, original
depravity) sin Tourteen timcs.e.ssThe apostle names it the
law of sin warring against the law of the mind, an evil, a

a8

simning sin."”Y Luther said,

This sin is not ccamitted like all other sin., It
1s the essential sin which does not sin for an
hour or a cerbain time but wherever and as "gong as
the person is, that long is this sin also.?

To doubt God's wrath, to oppose His grace, to object

to His word, to murmur against the goodness of the Lerd

and to have a heart ‘filled with wrath and lust is more than

a defect or a matbter of little consequence but it is sin.

At the same time however, it is also punishment for the

disobedience of manyl%

Vhile the humen nature of man is corrupt and depraved

9E’Ftoxnanss 7274
97Bonte, ops gitsy De 861

%eve, Churches and Sectgs pe 115
1bia,

1°°Bente, oDs Gltey Do 1176




28
we must be careful to distinguish between man's nature
after the fall and corruption itselfs One is the work of
God whilo the other is the work of the dovil.l0l original
sin inheres in the nature of man, in his substance and
essence but it is not the essence. It is aceidental rather
than substantial . 02
Although original sin like a aspiritual poison and
leprosy (as Luther says) has poisoned and corrupted
the whole human nature so that we cannot show and
point out to the eye the nature apart by itself
‘and original sin apart by itself, nevertheless %ha
corrupt nature or essence of the corrupt man, body
and soul or the man himself whom God has created
(and in vhom dwells original sin which also corrupts
the nature, essence, or the eatire man), and
original sin, whieh dwells in man's nature °i03
cssonce, and corrupts it, are not one thing.
Sin cannot be identified with human nature any more than
the disease with which a man's body is afflicted can be
identified with man himseli‘.lm
The sin of Adam and Eve was passed to all maniinds ‘
0 .
"Through one man sin entered into the world,"0% The fail
of Adam was the ruin of all men. The Augsburg Confession

states, "sinee the fall of Adam all men begotten in the

o81p1a,, pe 779
loai‘.‘.".otsehe, oD+ Qitag De 16%s
1031pg,

0%, 1, Little, Lutheran Confessions
Louiss Concordia Publishing Housey 1

1°5Romans 5812
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natural wvay ere born with sin.™9% A17 pen are gullty of
original sin, "by the offense of one, judgment came upon
all men to condemnation',107 and all men are born with the
gorrupt condition of their first parents, for the Word
of Cod says, "that whilch is born of the flegh is flesh, 08
The wvhole world of manitind is by nature totally depraved in

body and soul, in the highest and noblost powers of intellect

f

end wille, As children inherit from their parents certain

features and tralts, sometimes even bodlly weaknesses and
diseases, so have all men inherited that deep rooted spirite

ual corruption vhich we call original depravityélog

We do not teach that original sin is acquired by us after
our birth but it is a condition with vhich we are concelved.
Thus from the very firat moment of earthly life all men are
in a depraved conditicn and charged with the guilt of sine
The only excoption to this inclusive rule, that all were
shapen in iniquity, is Christ the Lovrd for He did no sin, 110
Therefore, we teach that Mary was conceived in sin, She

was born with a mind and heart that were at ennity with Gode

1°6Bente, one gltsg De W3e
10730111{:!.1’18 5318,
10850mm 316,

Rl )
109%0shier, A Summery of Chrisiian Dogtring, P e

110) poter 2122,



CHAPT™R V11
ACTUAL SIN ACCORDING TO ROMAW CATHOLIC SOURCES

Rome defines actunal sin as a wilful violation of a
(lmowvm) law of God,. 111 g neans, that the will of man
must glvo consont if a transgresslon of the law is to be
regarded as actnal sin. It follows therefore, that there
is no sin vhen a man is forced or coercad to violate a law
of God wvhich includes also the law of the church. ‘Neither
18 there sin when the emotlons of man, without the consent
of the will, cause him %o violate the lawel12  The Balti*ore
Catechism states, "If we commit a sinful act, when we have
no chance or froedon %o consent or refuse consent we are
not guilty of sin (accidents, physical but not moral or
hypriotic forece applied, sins committed in sleep)s“

Rome's definiticn furthermore means that there is no.
sin vhen a men is ignorant cf vight and wrong, Outwardly
the act may appear to be dismetrically opposed to the will
of God, however, the acting subject may not have known the
seriousness of the wrong or the full meaning of the Word of .
Gods If that is true; such a man ghould be absolved of sin

1111611 and Fal long Qn. gites Ps 75¢
2ok, op. gities Pe 3le
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properly so called. The Daltimore Catochism says, that if
we comnlt a sinful act but do not know the aet to be sinful,
we are not guilty of sin (to eat meat on Fridayk

Actunl sins are divided into two kinds: nortal and
venial (pecgata mertalls ot 3131;1@;_1,5)5113 "0ur Lord com-
pared mortal sin Lo camels and beams, venial sins to gnats
and mores. (Moth, 23, 2, and ?:3)"111" They are dlstinguished
by the way in which they affect our relation to Gode -7

Mortal sin lg usually described ag a wilful transgresse
lon of the Taw of Cod., "If a man knowingly and willingly
transgresses Cod's Loaw in an important matter, 1f he desires
or enjoys a thing, the possession end enjoyment of which
cannot go hend in hand with the possession and love of Code=
Then he has done a grievous wrong, he has comnitted a mortal
8in,"16 o ginner turne his back on Cod and gives prefore
ence to a eresated thing, However, before there can be mortal
sin at all there must be a grievous matter, guffiacient
eflection and full consent of the wi11,117 that is and
vhat ig not a gricvous matter, or a matter of sericus

gravity is determined by Scripture, Counclils, Popes and

Cotuniing

neve, churches and Sects, pe.116s

lll"DeoLc, ODa gibes Da 33¢

11501Ne11, op. gities X1V, (D O¢

ue“charsoh, op» gitey Ps 2
.Im” Pe 7o
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and reason,118

The indication of sins which are grave ex guo
genere 1s evident in Holy Scriptures, e. g« in
Romans 1320 sqqey 1 Corinthians vj. § 8QQaey
and Galations v. 19 sqqe
Broadly speaking they fall under three headsi-=
l. Sins which offend directly against the being
and attributes of God such as blasphemy, unblief,
despalr; 2. sins vhich inflict serious In;]ury
upon the human race or upon soclety such as
rebellion and various forms of unchastity; 3
sins which injure our neighbor in his life, his
property, or his good hame such as murder,
serious theft, false witness.

It is to be noted that a sin may be grave gx
genere suo toto, as is murder; or it may be

grave only ox genore guo sed mon toto, as is
thefts not every aet of theft 1s objectively
mortal sin. The matter of sin is understood to
inelvude all its eircumstances, @. ge its end,

its time, its place etc.

In all acts of sin thers is some advertence.
There is incomplete advertence when the simmer
is half asleep, or distracted, or drunken or the
like., Full advertence requires that the sinner
should be in possessiogi of gu.sireason fgggg he
should recognize that his sin is an o

against God, and that i; is absolutely unlawful
for him to commit 1t.l

A man cannot be charged with mortal sin when a) he does
not see at least confusedly the ev:!l effects which follow
on the cause he places, b) he is not able to refrain from
Placing the cause, ¢) he is not under the obligation of

preventing the evil act. Invineible ignorance exouses from

11801¥eil, op. citss X1V, 7e

119yaticins L. Williams, The Moral Theology of the
m‘%ﬂw, (Oxfords Ae Re Mowbray & Co. Ltcey
1917), pe 179f.
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sin while vincible ignorance lesses the magnitude.l20 wgin
ordinarily venial might become mortal if it is committed
in defiance of God and religion, or if it is followed by
serious consequences", -2l
There are conflioting opinions as to just what sins
are mortals The Council of Trent listed some of them and
then closed with the words, "all the rest". Blasphemy and
hatred for God are always mortal,l22 '
The most serious mortal sins are the sins against
the Holy Chost. They are presumption of Cod's
mercy, despalr, opposition to truth, obstinancy
in sin, envy o{’ another's spiritual good, and
final anenitence. _ AR
Other serious sins are those that ery tc heaven for ven=
geance, namely, wilful murder, sodomy, oppression of the
poor, of widows and orphans, defrauding laborers of their
wages,123
Mortal sin deprives the soul of sanctifying grace and
separates from God, It removes the heavenly beauty of
grace leaving in its place the stain of sin spoken of in

Seripture, Is. 4sl and 1 Cors 6111,12% This sin removes

1200111, op. glts, X1Vy 7e
1215 e 2, ODe Sltey Pe 33e
1220 'Ne11, op. gites .X:W: 70
123peck, op. gitsy Pe s
1240 1Ne11, op. citsy XIVy 7e
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true love for God sinde it has driven God from the soul
and brought divine friendship to an ond,*2? Man surrenders
himself to the creature and deprives himsslf of his Creators
"Together with God, love departs, grace vanishes, 1ife
closes, beauty flees, happiness dies, and even hope is no
more".126 Thus, after mortal sin, the soul is spiritually
deads« This does not mean man can do no good works, for
he can still do some things which will bring about a "smile"
on the face of God. However, while in the state of mortal
sin, man can not merit heaven by his deeds. He is now
unworthy of heaven.

Mortal sin entails the penalty of sufferings Such
suffering may .ake place in this life or it may be inflicted
in the 1ife to come,127 All vho die in the state of mortal
sin will go to 1’1611.128 Other effects of mortal sin are
iisted as followst remorse of the gonscience, inclination
towards evil, darkening of the intelligence, hardening of
the will and a vitlating of nature which does not destroy

faculties of soul but merely weakeas thelr use.129

125K1rsch, ODe Citsy De 332,
12650narsch, ope gty Ds 126
1270*Neil, ops gitey X1V, 9s
1281 rach, ops gitsy Pe 3420
1290 1Ne11, op. gitsy X1V, 9¢




