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Although the sinful thoughts and deaires originate in the
soul, 1t is the body which carries out the sinful sugges-
tions. 1t i1s-the body which can be sesn putting these evil
desires into aotlion. Thus the body 1s the tool or instru-
ment of sin. William Dickson statea: -3

‘the frequent and prominent mention of the body is dus,

not to its being regarded as the sourcs of sin, but to

1!:- being the seat or scene of sin's n's manifestation, the

organ in and througn which 1t shows 1Tself.oo

Seripture explicitly mentions a number of the members
of the body and poilnts them out as being in the service of
sin. Peter, describing the ungodly, says thoy have ". . «
eyjes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin. 99
In the third chapter of Homans Paul catalogues a number of
bodily memcers which are employed as instruments for sin..

Their throat is an open sepulchre; with.their tongues

they have used Gecelt; the poison of asps 1s under

their lipa: tihose mouth is full of cursing bit-

torness: Thelr feet are swift to shed blood.
The body 1s thus presented ss the instrument for sin, and
its various members are placed into sin's service.

In the fallen state, then, man no longer serves God
as he did in the state of integrity. HNo longer are his

body and soul perfect, no longer are they capable of

585311 1am Dickson, St. Paul's Use of the Terms Flesh
and Spirit (Glasgow: Jemes Haclehose & ns, St. Vinoent
St-’ Publishers to the Universitys- lml. pc‘ 3'13- A

3911 Pet. 2314,

404y, 13-15.
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rendering the service God desires. Instead the vhole man
gins, the soul having become the seat of ain and the body
having become Ghe instrument for carrying out sin's demands.

Home disagrees with this teaching of man in the fallen
state. As has already bean shown, the ilomanists conceive
of man as constituted of two opposiné principles, body and
soul. The soul is turncd toward Cod and sesks to return
to Him, while the body 1s turned toward the things of this
world, seseking thein., Having such a view of man's nature,
Rome loggically asserts that the body 1s the seat of sin.
"Jf man wore only a spirlt he would be free from concupis-
cence, but he is also Tlosh and the flesh is the seat of
concupiacenco.“‘n Because the soul and body are totally
heterogenecus, man ias the site of a constant warfare. '
The soul seeks Go please God in spite of the contrary
efforts of the body. ilome, therefore, does not view the
body as the instrument for sin, but as the seat of sin.

‘his teaching of iowe 1s a result of its Negplatonic
view of man, This same Heoplatonic influence causes Cal-
vin to take a similar view of man in the fallen state.
As previously siown, Calvin placed a very low estimate on
the body in the creation of man, This low estimate is
carried through all of his toachings concerning man. To
Calvin the body was sin's dwelling-place. .He pictured it

4151 otsche, Christian Syubolics, Pe 77«
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as a prison, deliverance from which would be an introduc=
tion into complote libesty.32 . '

Thus Home brings sin into close connection with the
body and views only the soul as striving after God. Cal=-
vin, however, holds that, in man's fallen state, not only-
the body, but also the soul 1s turned against God. How-
ever, in the salvation of man, as soon as the Holy Spirit
enters & person, his soul begins to seek after God, while
his bedy continues ﬁo pull toward enrthiy, sinful thing;.
Luthoran dogmaticians, on the other hand, maintain the
Biblical teaching that maen is sinful in both body and soul,
the soul being the seat of sin while the body is the instru-
ment for sin.' s

This fact that men sins with both body and soul is’
further evidenced in Scripturs by those passages which 1
treat of the punlampmt which befalls mun because of his
sins. The punishmont put upon man affects both hia body
and his soul. UDoth together rmat suffer ths results of
sin, not only in this life, but also in the next, for |
both have been guilty of ain.. Genesis 35:18-18 deaerlbef
the sorrow-filled 1ife which befalls man because of his
81#-‘ Hard work, pain, much sorrow, and death, are all
1isted as punishments for sin., They affect the 'ho_l' wan,

body and soul together.

48001 vin, pp. oits, II, ook 1II, Ch. IX, p. 187
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In Romans Paul states several times that death exists
because of sin, specifically asserting that ". . . the
add

vages of 3in is death. And Jesus Himself admonishes

the disciples to ". . . foar hiu which is able to destroy
both soul and body in hell."? onus Jesus definitely
asgorts that the punishment for sins 1s in both body and
soul,

In full agroement with this Biblical teaching, the
Apology of the Augsburg Confession states "that human -
nature is punished by belng subjJected to death, bodily .
evils, and the kingdonm of the devil.?®® Likewise the For-
mula of Concord cieclares that .

o « o the punishment and penalty of original sin,

wnich Sod has imposed upon the children of Adam and

upon originsl ain, are death, seteornal damnation, and

also other bodily and spiritual, temporal and sternal

miaer%gs, and the tyranny end dominion of the devil.
Q -

In thias comnection it is interesting to note that the
noman Catholics do not hold temporal death To be a puni&-
ment for gin. 4As previously mentioned, they hold that
death and i&es accompanying sufferings are nothing more
than a natural result of man's nature as he was created.

The body was mortal from the very beginning. Immortality

456:23 - of. also H:281; 6231,
44ﬂatt. 10:28,
*Seraglot Concordis, p. 117,46

4S1p1d., p. 865,13,
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of the body is the result of a supernatural gift. Scrip-
ture, however, definitely declares death and sufferings
nere on earth to be the result of sin, for sin is punished
in both body snd soul,

Thus, also in the fallen state, Scripture ascribes
much Importance to the body. It is the instrument for
8in, and it 1s included in the punishment pronounced upon
man for his sin. Hecause of munts totel corruption in the
fallen atu.ta, he is completely given over to the service
of sin in both body and soul., This 1s the opposite of the
purpese winich God has for man. He wants man to serve Him
in body anc soul. Instead, man, after the Fall, was given
ovor completely to evil desires and evil deeds. %This sin-
ful stats of man did not change God's desire in any way.
lie still wanted man, as a complete persocn, to serve Him,
In order to make this complete service possible omce again,
Christ was sent into the world to perform the work of re-
demption. : |

The oi)jac‘a of Gh:-:l.st-'a work was the whole man, body
and soul. Ho dild not redeém'jnat a part of man's nature,
but he purchased snd won the complete porson, lis re- :
deemed the same person, consisting of body and soul,. whom
God had created at the beginning of the world. Frank

Biggart staiesthat man - _

s+ » » 18, in his nature, both'a ::::rialt& uﬁtu
a spiritual being. It is man's e na
comes under the redeeming work-of Christ. If then

:
b
g
:
:
-
-

vilie B¢ Didatve sy

T Do

i



25

the body wers excluded, that redemption would be in=-
complete .47

Hore, then, in the redemption of Christ, the body is also
ageribed a great deal of importance, for it, too, is in-
oluded in the redemptive work of Jesus.

That the body comes wnder Christ's work is shown al-
ready by the fact that ", . « the Word was made flesh.™8
¥Whon Chrilat came to earth to redeem the world He took on
lHim a human body. This assumption of flesh and blood in
itself testifies that Christ alao lntended to redecm the
body. Since He was to substitute for man, He had to be
the same ag any other man. '

Forasmuch \:nen as the children are partakers of flesh

and blcod, he als=c himself likewise %ook part of the

seme; that through death he might desiroy him that

had the power of death. o

{n the other hand, if Christ's purpose had not been
to redoein nen's body, there would have been no necessity
for His assumption of a human body. I. S. Heyser ex- .
presses this thought when he writes: "Had God intended
~ to redeem anly the soul of man, there would have been xo
vital reason for the Word beoconing ﬂesh.‘ao The incarna-
t5on of the Son of Cod is = powerful proof that the hod&

47 (%estminster:
Frank 3iggart, ind Then the Judgement (e
Daore Press, iiarch 15437; p. 105,

48 omn 1:14.
%9ebr. 2:14,15.
wﬁayser,. OP« _c_i_t_-' Ps G4l.

ey = T o aisie. o "
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also cowes wnder the work of Christ. V. F. Storr contends
that ;
The Chvistian can no longer with Greek thought regard
nacter as evil, or the body as tho soul's prison houss
from whicn 1t looks forward to be set free by death,
for the coming of Christ in the flesh has given to
matter a sacramental aa?fct and hes emphasized the
sacredness of all life.”
The Formmila of' Concord clearly shows the closze com‘xection
which exlists vetween Christ®s assumption of a human body
and [is redemption ol it,
Horeover, the Son of God has assumed this human nature,
howavear, without sin, and therefore not a forelgn, but
our own flesh, into the unity of lis person, and accord-
ing to 1t is become our _true Frother . « « « In lil:e
manner Christ has also redeemed it as His work. « « .
However, not only Chriat's assumption of .flesh and
blood, but also dis physical suffering shows that the body
is included in liis redemptive worik. Christ's life here on
earth was filled with a great measure of suffering. Through-
out his yoars of active ministry He met great oppoalition,
open unvelief, and bitter hatred. His life was far from
luxurious for He points out that ". . . the Son of man hath
not where to lay his head."® liowever, it is especially in
the last days of His 1life that Jesus is shown as the suffor-

ing -Saviéai. His physical suffering was tremendous. The

Sly, p. sStorr, Christianity snd Imm ptality (Londons:
Longmans, Grcen and Company, 1918), Pe O

52401210t Goncordia, pe 781,5.5.

&Iiatt. 83220,
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