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CHAPTER I
INTRODUGTION

In the Apoatles' Creed the resurrection of the body
i3 placed into the Third Article and thus is ascribed to
the lioly Spirit. This appears somevwhat strange since
Seripture ascribes the general resurrection of bellevers
and unvelievers to Christ. Jesus Himself specifically
statea: "...the hour is coming, in the which all that
are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come
forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection
of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrec-
tion of daxmation.“]'

On the other hand, Scripture never asserts that the
genoral resurrection is a work of the Holy Spirit. The
only Soripture passage ascribing the resurrection of the
body to thne Holy Spirit is Homans 8:113 “He that raised
up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you." 5ut in this
passage only the resurrection of the bellievers is men-
tioned, and even this meaning is questioned by soxme com-
mentators who do not believe this passage refers to the
bodily resurrection. Consequently, one would expect the

J'Jo)m 5:28,29.
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resurrection of the body to be included in the Second
Article of The Creed. iy, then, is it found in the
Third sirticls?

Luther offers a solution to this problem in his
Large Catechiam when he states that

the Holy Chost effects our sanctification by the

following parts, namely, by the communion of saints

or the Christlan Church, the forglveness of sins,

the raaggrect!.on of the body, and the life everlast-
ingeseo

The .resurrection is one of the means which the Holy Ghost
uges in wringing about the bellever's sanctification. 16
is for this reason that the resurrection is placed into
the Third Article of the Creed inatead of into the Second
Article. The Creed, therefore, in menbia:::lng the resur-
rection, refers only toc the resurrection of the believers.
dnd this paper will also rsatrict itself to a considera-

tion of the resurrection of the bodies of the ’bsli;avers. - :
It 1s the purpose of this paper to consider the

import of the placement of the resurrection of the body i

into the “hird Article of the Creed, showing the signifi-

cance which the resurrection of the body has for sancti-

fication., In order to do this it will be necessary to

trace the importance ascribed to the body from the

oreation of man at the beginning of the world to the

final consumnation in heaven. It will be shown that the

2nmne Large Catechism," Triglot Concordia edited
by F. Bente end W. H. T. Dau, (St. Louls: Conoordia
Publishing House, l1981). p. 687,37,
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body is Inclwied in the eternal purpose of God and in His
acts concerning man, and it will be pointed out taab
Iutheran dogmaticlans have rightly emphasized the vital
role which the body playas in man's relation to God.

T ] W S )




CHAPTER II
THE INPOWTANCE OF THE BODY IN THIS LIFE ~

From ita very beginning the B3ible teaches the in-
portance of the body. In the seventh verse of the second
chapter of (GGenesis the detalled account of man'!s creation
is given. “And the lord God formed man of the dus.t of
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life; and man became a living soul.” Here at the outaet
the Bible answers the question regarding the number of
parta conatituting man. It teaches dichotomy, 1.8., f-hnt
man consists of two omnponen't parts, body and soul. God
composod him of two olements, "the dust of the ground"
and "Ghe vreatn of life."

This dichotomous teaching is found throughout the
Bible. FEoolesiastes states: "“Then shall the dust return
%0 the earth as 1t was: and the spirit shall return unto
God who gave 16.%* And Jesus Himself teaches dlchotomy
when he says: "...fedr him which 1a able to destroy both
soul and body in hell." There are also msny other pas-
sages describing man as consisting of body and soul .3

1Bcelesi.astos 12:7.
aﬂatthew 10:28.

= 214,15; :263 8415; 104:29; Eph.
See Job 34:14,15; Psalm 73:803 84:5; 3
414; I Cor. 7:54; II Cor. 42163 7:1; and James 3:26.
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In opposition to this teaching there are those who
hold man to be trichotomous, consisting of three parts,
body, =soul, and spirit. Soripture contains four chief
passages which appear to teach trichotomy. Although
these pasaages appear to be trichotomous, actually they
are not. In the lagniflcat, lary says: "iiy soul doth
nagnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejolced in God ny
Saviour."® .ind Isaiah asserts: "With ny soul have I de-
sived thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me
will I seek thee early....“5 These passages simply dis-
play the characteristics of liobrew pootry, repeating the
sane thought from a different viewpoint in differont words.
And when 8t, Paul writes: "I pray God youwr whole spirit
and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming
of our Lord Jesus cm-:lat,“s he simply shows how earnestly
he desires the salvation of the Thessalonians. *The author
of the Hebrews states: YFor the word of God is quick,
and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, plerc-
ing even to the dividing asunder of soul snd opirit....”?
Here the different words, soul and spirit, are used for

YLuke 1346,47.
S1sateh 2639,

51 Thess. 5:25.
"Hebrews 4112.

A ————— e
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emphasis, showing how wonderfully sharp and piercing is
the' Word of God.®

Lui:he:‘. is numbered among those who held the trichot-
omous view. DBubt his definitions of "spirit® and “_aoul“
present an interesting insight into the question whother
Holy Seripture teaches dichotomy or trichotomy. . He says
the spirit ;

s « o 18 the highest, despest, and noblest part of

man, -3y 1t he is enabled to lay hold on things in-

coaprohensible, invisible, and eternal. It is, in

3:;:1.?5, the dwe‘.'.:l.j.n‘,g-p].uoe of falth and the i&m?. of
The soul, according to Luther, ". « « is this same spirit,
80 far as 1%s nature is concerned, but viewed as perform-
ing a different funotion, namely, giving 1ife to the body
and working through the body."'® Fhus Luthor, in teach~
ing trichotomy, asserts that the spirit and the soul are
the same as far as their nature i1s concerned. He dlstin-
guishes between them by v.!-.éwilng the one spirit from two
different angles. From this it 1s easy to see how di-
chotomy and trichotomy may be harmonized, Actually, as

= A : | .
Ro Josse, "The Trichotomy (Of Soul, Hind, Sody

According o Seripture,” unpublished Bachelor's Thesis,

St. Louls: Concordia Seminary, nN.d.)}, pp. XXII=-XXV.

9143:'{:1:: Luther, "The lagnificat," Yorks of lartin

Luther with Introductions and Hotes, transiated Irom
German by A n,‘?—%. . Steinhaeuser (Fniladelphia: A+ J.
Holman Company and the Castle Fress, o. 1916), IIL,
P« 132.

101p14., p. 138.
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0. Ho Ié‘or-li..eu points out, most everyone holds the toach-
ing of dichotomy, yet often speaks the language of tri-
chotony. This results from an effort to distinguish be-
tween the soul in 1ts ordinary life and in its religious
and moral life.

Essentially, however, man is composed of two ele-
ments, soul and body. And, as is shown aiready in the
Biblical account of creation, it is these two parts which
make man a .total person, PFoth body and soul are needed
if man is to be a complete person. Without the soul there
would be only lifeless material, If either part iz misa-
ing,. there is no longer a complate person, for both the
body and the soul are essential parts of the total man.
L. S. Keyser dec'lare that man

was a new personality, a dual being, not mers body,

not mere apirit, but both united in one porson. the

spirit was so constituted that it would have been im-

perfect without the body; the body so made that :“12

would have been useless without the rational soul.
Thus it is seen how important the body was in the crea-
tion, for 1t was one of two essential parts constituting
the whole man.

At the end of the sixth day of creation, "God saw

every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very

11, u. Horlie, An Elementary Christian Psychology,
{{1inneapolis, Ainn.: “Augsburg Publishing House, c. 1luié),
p' 22-

12; 3. Keyser, "Ultimate Purpose of Christ's Resur-
ract‘.lon,:‘ Luthegnn Church Review, V. 25 (Ooctober, 1908),

841, PRITZLAFF MEM CRIAL LIBRARY

CONCORNIA sa, LNARY

ST. LOUs, mo.

-~
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good, 9% nen God saw "every thing" He had made, He also
saw man's bodys 1%, too, 1s thoreby included in His ap-
pralsal of all creation, "It was very good.” Here is
God's own testimony to the fact that the body was created
perfocts #And since it was flawless, thé body was .the per-
Tect instrument for the funotions of the souls It waa
perfoctily adaptcd for carrying out the various sctivities
of the aoui_l..

Thls fach, that the total person was created perfect,
iz shown by the creation account of the first chapter of
Genesils. "And CGod said, Let us.make man in our image,
after our likecnesss.es.S0 God created man in his own image,
in the image of Cod created he him,,eot? iBan, the total
poraoon, was creabod in God's own image.

Just what is the image of God? It consists in man's
being a rational being, in his having a will, and in his
being immortal: And this Image of God applied to the ,
total person of man, Therefore in the state of integrity

man was perfect and righteous, not only in the soul, but
also in the body, for man, the total person, was made in
the image of God.

This fact, that both body and soul were created in
perfection, is clearly set forth in the Apology of the
Augsburg GConfession.

130“! 8 3_33_- °
14VV.‘26. 27. .
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Therefors original righteousness was So embrace not
only an even temperament of the bodily qualities
(peirfect health and, in all respects, pure blood,
unimpaired powers of the body, as thoy contend), but
also Ghese glfts, namely, a quite certain knowledge
of God, fear of God, confidence in Gou, or certainly
the rectitude and power to yleld these affections
{(but the greatest feature in that nobvle firat crea-
ture was 2 bright light in the heart to know God and
His work, etc.). AOnd Scripture testifies to thias,
when 1% says, Gen. 1l:27, that man was fashioned in
the image snd likenoss of God.l®

Since man was createc in the image of God, he was
perfect in body and soul, and therefore he was also inm-
mortal in body and soul, The Pulpit Commentary statea

ilan is a complex tiain{;; he nas body and asoul, neither

of waich is completo without the others « « « In gliv=
ing eternal 1iife to man, fiod gives 1t to the creature
as originally made, not to one portion only of his
nature.+°
Lr. Walther in nis Epistelpostille asserta.', "God is eter-
nal; this waz reflcotcd in man's immortality of body and
soul. "7

The imnorstalitcy of man's body is also shown by the
threat which God attached to His warning mot to eat of the
tree of lmowledgo of good and evil. "In the day that thou

eatest thoreof thou shalt surely die. wl8 1¢ wan did not

18u, i ' Conf'ession," I ot Con-
pology of the Augsburg ) s i)

cordia, edited by F. Sonte and We He Ts Lau, (Ste uiss

Concordaia Pubiishing House, 1921), p. 108,17.18.

163, L. williams, "iatthew II," Pulbit %
edited by H, D le Spence and Joseph So Bxell (Now mic
and Toronto: Funk & Wagnalls Gompanys Rede)s Ve 34, -

17moted in 9Sin," by The Fe A. Hickel, The Abiding
Sord, eoiped by Th. Lastsch (St. Louls: GCondordia Pub-
iehing House, 1947), 1II, 148.

18;0n, 2:17.

el WAl Y m
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eat of that tree, ho would not die:. Thus the account of
men's creation shows that man, the total person, body and
soul, was created for immortality.

In croating the total man for immortality, God's pure-
pose was o have man gerve Him in body and soul. That God
desired the service of the total person is clear already
from the account of Aidam and Eve in the first three chap-
ters oi Genesis. They were to serve God wholly and con=-
pletoly, and they dld just ihis in the state of integrity.
This continucd until an act of disobedience interrupted
man's total service to Uod. HNevertheless, even though
man's total service was interrupted, the fact remains that
God created him, body and soul, to serve Him eternally,
and God's desire in this matter dld not cease because
sinned.

It 1s evident frou the very beglming in the state of
integrity that the body was an important and essential .
part of man. ©Dut the correct appraisal of the worth of
the body is not found in all of Christendom. The more im-
portant divergences will be noted in the followling para=-
graphs,

In the philosophy of Plato the body was looked upon
as the prison of the soul. Therefore he viewed death as
an oscape from the bondage of matter. ‘This low regard of
the body was carried over into Heoplatonism, a philosophy

which deserves consideration because of the influence 1t

e e e BT B,
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has exeried on large ssctions of the Christian world.

Nsoplatonisi was doveloped by Plotinus in the 3xd
century. It

sush’sh Toteiligmnocs (Vess Js the Horldosoud (Yomgy

and the final grade, Katter. Being farthest remoyed

from God, Hattor, or the world of sense, is evil.:®
The body was viewed "as a garment which burdened and de=-
filed man or as a prison from which the soul must seek
escupe."go This teaching of Heoplatonism directly eon-.
tradicts the Biblical account of man in the stato of in-
tegrity. Theo itible presents man in his original state as a
harmonious and perfect unit ecomposed of body and soul. Heo-
platonism views the body as completely disparate from the
soul, ' :

This leoplatonic conception of the body has influ-
enced tho iioman Catholie doctrine of man. They "conceive
of man in his original state as constituted of two oppos-
ing principles, body and spirit (dualj.sm)."al The soul is
viewed as spiribual, bub the body is entirely different,
being materialistic and sensual. 43 a rosult of these two

totally different natures in man, there is a constent war-

warfare taking plece in him. 4nd this warfere is present

19p, ., Mayer, "fhe Roman Doctrine of the Lord's
Suppor," Concordis Theologicel lionthly, X (November, 1939},
‘801, footnote 1).

201p14d.
2lg, ¥ 1ics, (Burlington,
E. ‘H, Klotsche, Christian Symbo »
Iowa: The Lutheran Lito_—rary__ﬂoard""mﬁ. 50), pe Te
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oven bofore ths Fall.=2

Han's sonouality, or concuplzcence, was a natural
part of his nadure. Conseguently, in the state of integ-
rity, man was not in & perfect condition of life. MNeither
was his body irmortal., dJust as concupiscence is a result
of man's nature, 30 also death and its accompanylng suf-
fering arc nothing more than tho natural condition of man.
"he immortality of the body is a supernatural gift,"2d
Without this supernatural gift (donum superadditum), death
and guiferings would simply be natural consequences, With-
out 1t no man could enter life eternal, for 1t brings
sanctifying grace, . exempts man from the evils of concupia-
cence; and bestows lmmortality on his body. All these
thinga did not bolong to man by nature in the state of
intogrity, for they ars supernaturel gifts. Thus the
Biblical account of the creation of a ps}fect and im-
mortal body is contradicted, and in plsco of man as a |
harmonious:person, man in the state of integrity is torn
by two opposing tendencies within himself and must, be-
cause of the very nature God gave him in the creaticn,
suffer death.

The Beoplatonic conception of the body as evil is
plainly eovident in Home's teaching of man in the state of

221tayer, op. eit., p. 801,
gsmotsoho, op. cit., D« 7.
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integrity. This same low estimnte of the body is 1likewise a
found in the teachings of Zwingli ond Calvin. Zwingli "5
denica that wman's body was made in the lmage of God. le "f
rejects any such teaching because it would naturally fol- :
low from this thai God must also have a body.a'I' in his
De providentsia he asserts:
s o o e soul was deposited into the clay of the
body; the body was prepared out of clay to be the
dwelling place of the soul. But neither part can
deny 1ts nature. ‘the spirit loves truth and wor-
ahips the iodhexiy the body likewiaze is drawn toward

ita origin, the clay and the flesh, and follows their ]
naturse.: ) !

The sems low estimate which Zwingli places upon man's
physicnl body is found also in the anthrobology of Calvin.
In his Institutes Calvin states that % ts eztenéing the
image of God pmmiscubusly to the body as well as to the
soul, confounds heaven and earth together."2% iie also
states that the objection

ot AR PR, B B

the imago of God, but the whole Adam, who received

hls name from the earth vhence he was talken; it will 27
be deeued frivolous, I say, bY every rational reader.

24 K The History of

o Ho Klotsche and J. Th. #ueller, BisEt )
Christian Dogma, (Surlington, Iowa: The futheran Literary
Eal'd, 194&),, P. 188.

28auoted in Klotsche, op. olt. pp. 214, 216.

2630nn Calvin, Institutes of chﬂatlan_%

translatec from the Latin by John Allen s

for E%a‘ﬂ:lker; J. Hatchard; J. Richardson; L. ?. Szolan '
R. Daldwin: J. Black; Gale, Curtis, and F‘onnor,lgg ;
Williems and Son, 1813), I, Book I, Ch. XV, Pe < 1

aqlbid., p. 200,

T P R R S N S T N T
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Calvin could hardly have stated nis poaition more emphat-
ioally. He loaves no doubt as to his rejection ol the
body's being oreated in the image of God.

in coaparing the relation of Heoplatonlsm to Calvin's
toaching of man, 1t is interosting to note that he refers
to tae body with the samo terminology as did Flotinus, the
man who developed HWeoplatonisme. It was mentioned previous-
1y shat Plotinus called the body a prison of the soul.
Galvin uses chias same thought in his Institutes, calling
the body the prison of 'ﬁta saul.ga'

Calvin's viow of man in the atate of integrity 1s a
vastly aifferent one from the Luthoran visw., Ie does not.
beliocve tne-hody to have been created perfect. IHeither
doos he view nan as a harmonious unity, but rather he
agrees wivth the duaslism of Heoplatoniam,

Thus the teachings of Rome, Zwingli, and Calvin, in
rogard to man in the state of integrity, all reflect the
lieoplatonic conception of man. ‘J.'hqy have split man into
two opposing parts, putting his ho:iy against his soul.
The Lutheran dogmaticians, on the other hand, have pre-
sented men in als original state as one whole unified
person, with no friction exiating between body and soul.
This, as has been shown, is the Scriptural teaching.

However, Scripture not only teaches =tho importance

2B1p3d., p. 198, also V. II, Book III, Ghap. IX,
p. 18?. 2

S CTETEN TR IR



15

of the body in 1its account of creation, but throughou’ the
entire Bible God is shown dealing with men as & unis, con-
sisting of body and soul. HNan is everywhoers thought of as
o conplete porson, including his hody and not just em=-
bracinz hiz soul. The ¥ncyclopaedia of isligion and Ethics
atates:

in the fulness of als being, man is conceived of not

as a purely spiricual entity, but as an embodied

spirit. %This is the evidence of the Bible from be-

gimning to_endi - from the story of the Creation in

Genesis (27) to the Apocalyptic vision of the sea

giving up its dead.that they may stand bofore God to

be judged according to their works. (Rev. 2049)29

The fundamental feabture of the Bibliczl conception
of man 18 ", . . the unity of the human personality. S0
Thers is no dualistic anvishesis between body .and soul,
but body snd soul are prosented as constituting one con-
cordent person. The Incyclopaedis of Heligion and Ethics
clearly calls attention to this. "in the HT a soul ordi-~
narily mesns an embodied soul, and a living bvody is always
conceived of as an ensouled bo_dy."al This is truc of the
wvhole Seripture, man is slways the whole men.

The account of mon's creation not only teaches this,

but it also shows that God's purpose in creating man was

s et (e
m—‘ﬁm-a Sons, 1928), II, 763, cols la
S01p1d., pe 760, col. 1.
51;2&9._



16
%o have man serve Him, body and soul, for eternity. This
is likowise the teaching of the entire Bible. In an ar-
ticle on the “Ultimate Purposs of Chrlst's sesaurrection”
L. 3, lleysocr asserts

o o o WAEN we Yogard the whole teacuing of the

Saored Scripture, we see that God had an eternal,

and not merely a tomporary, purpode In na Ban

a éual being, physical as well as apiritual.

It will now bo necasaary i'.o g0 on and trace man's
condition and hia reclation to CGod after the atate of :
integrity. The spoeific teachings to be considersd will
not only show that the Bible always desls wit.h man as a
_whole person, but also that God has an etemsl purpose
for ishe enu.iz'e persons _ .

Han's tody was important in the state of integril;y.
It was perfect then. Hut is it atill jmportant now that
men is in a i‘ui]_.en state? imat role does it play in this
state? HLan, in the fallon state, 1s complsetely sinful.
His vhole person is corrupt so that all men are . «
by nature the children of wrath.”>C he Formula of Con-
cord states that '

e « « the entire nature of man, which is born in the

natural way of father and mother, 1s entirely and to

the fartheat extent corrupted and perverted by or
insl sin, in body and soul in all its POWwerse « e =

9%0p. oit., p. 640.
ssﬁph.- 235«
S4ppiglot Concordia, p.- 867,50.
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Since the vhcle man is corrupt and sinful, man, whon
he ains, sins wicth both body and soul. His entirs nature
ia Invelved in thoe sins ke cc;mit'.a and not Just e part of
_hia nature, ¢ivher the body alono or the soul alone. ‘The

wncle man 8ins.

Although 1% Iz bhe cnbire person who sins, it is the
sonil which iz %he sea® of sila, Tho soul is that part of
man wnlch thninks ana wills., I¢ i3 the governing agent in
nan, debarmining what hies thoughis, words, and actions will .
be., It ip hers that ein has its seat in man. Tho body, on

the otney huand; becomes tho Instrument through which man

L]
-,

carriss oub iis eovil deedss Iutheran dogmacicians hoave ale-

ways held this view in 'rogard to man’s sinning.
The seab of sin is primexily the soul with 1ts lntel-
lect and will, the body sharing therein aince it 1is
the ovgan of the soul, for Jesus says: "Out of the
heart® (that is;, out of the soul, which 1s the seat
of thoupht and will) "proceed evé% thoughts, murders,
adulterics,” etc. (ifatt. 15:19).
In the fallen atate, then, the body is the organ or
Inatrument for sin, it serves as the agent whicn cnrrs.qa
out the commands of sin. This is what St« Paul means vhen

he tells the :omans that formerly thoy had ylelded their
i membera servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto
1'114111&3,“35 anii-mcn.he admonishes them not to yield thelr

" « o mMembers as instruments of unrighteousnsss unto sin,*9?

35N1ckel, Op. Cibe, P 148.

9620m.. 7:19.

3?;:‘011. 7213,
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Although the sinful thoughts and deaires originate in the
soul, 1t is the body which carries out the sinful sugges-
tions. 1t i1s-the body which can be sesn putting these evil
desires into aotlion. Thus the body 1s the tool or instru-
ment of sin. William Dickson statea: -3

‘the frequent and prominent mention of the body is dus,

not to its being regarded as the sourcs of sin, but to

1!:- being the seat or scene of sin's n's manifestation, the

organ in and througn which 1t shows 1Tself.oo

Seripture explicitly mentions a number of the members
of the body and poilnts them out as being in the service of
sin. Peter, describing the ungodly, says thoy have ". . «
eyjes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin. 99
In the third chapter of Homans Paul catalogues a number of
bodily memcers which are employed as instruments for sin..

Their throat is an open sepulchre; with.their tongues

they have used Gecelt; the poison of asps 1s under

their lipa: tihose mouth is full of cursing bit-

torness: Thelr feet are swift to shed blood.
The body 1s thus presented ss the instrument for sin, and
its various members are placed into sin's service.

In the fallen state, then, man no longer serves God
as he did in the state of integrity. HNo longer are his

body and soul perfect, no longer are they capable of

585311 1am Dickson, St. Paul's Use of the Terms Flesh
and Spirit (Glasgow: Jemes Haclehose & ns, St. Vinoent
St-’ Publishers to the Universitys- lml. pc‘ 3'13- A

3911 Pet. 2314,

404y, 13-15.
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rendering the service God desires. Instead the vhole man
gins, the soul having become the seat of ain and the body
having become Ghe instrument for carrying out sin's demands.

Home disagrees with this teaching of man in the fallen
state. As has already bean shown, the ilomanists conceive
of man as constituted of two opposiné principles, body and
soul. The soul is turncd toward Cod and sesks to return
to Him, while the body 1s turned toward the things of this
world, seseking thein., Having such a view of man's nature,
Rome loggically asserts that the body 1s the seat of sin.
"Jf man wore only a spirlt he would be free from concupis-
cence, but he is also Tlosh and the flesh is the seat of
concupiacenco.“‘n Because the soul and body are totally
heterogenecus, man ias the site of a constant warfare. '
The soul seeks Go please God in spite of the contrary
efforts of the body. ilome, therefore, does not view the
body as the instrument for sin, but as the seat of sin.

‘his teaching of iowe 1s a result of its Negplatonic
view of man, This same Heoplatonic influence causes Cal-
vin to take a similar view of man in the fallen state.
As previously siown, Calvin placed a very low estimate on
the body in the creation of man, This low estimate is
carried through all of his toachings concerning man. To
Calvin the body was sin's dwelling-place. .He pictured it

4151 otsche, Christian Syubolics, Pe 77«
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as a prison, deliverance from which would be an introduc=
tion into complote libesty.32 . '

Thus Home brings sin into close connection with the
body and views only the soul as striving after God. Cal=-
vin, however, holds that, in man's fallen state, not only-
the body, but also the soul 1s turned against God. How-
ever, in the salvation of man, as soon as the Holy Spirit
enters & person, his soul begins to seek after God, while
his bedy continues ﬁo pull toward enrthiy, sinful thing;.
Luthoran dogmaticians, on the other hand, maintain the
Biblical teaching that maen is sinful in both body and soul,
the soul being the seat of sin while the body is the instru-
ment for sin.' s

This fact that men sins with both body and soul is’
further evidenced in Scripturs by those passages which 1
treat of the punlampmt which befalls mun because of his
sins. The punishmont put upon man affects both hia body
and his soul. UDoth together rmat suffer ths results of
sin, not only in this life, but also in the next, for |
both have been guilty of ain.. Genesis 35:18-18 deaerlbef
the sorrow-filled 1ife which befalls man because of his
81#-‘ Hard work, pain, much sorrow, and death, are all
1isted as punishments for sin., They affect the 'ho_l' wan,

body and soul together.

48001 vin, pp. oits, II, ook 1II, Ch. IX, p. 187
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In Romans Paul states several times that death exists
because of sin, specifically asserting that ". . . the
add

vages of 3in is death. And Jesus Himself admonishes

the disciples to ". . . foar hiu which is able to destroy
both soul and body in hell."? onus Jesus definitely
asgorts that the punishment for sins 1s in both body and
soul,

In full agroement with this Biblical teaching, the
Apology of the Augsburg Confession states "that human -
nature is punished by belng subjJected to death, bodily .
evils, and the kingdonm of the devil.?®® Likewise the For-
mula of Concord cieclares that .

o « o the punishment and penalty of original sin,

wnich Sod has imposed upon the children of Adam and

upon originsl ain, are death, seteornal damnation, and

also other bodily and spiritual, temporal and sternal

miaer%gs, and the tyranny end dominion of the devil.
Q -

In thias comnection it is interesting to note that the
noman Catholics do not hold temporal death To be a puni&-
ment for gin. 4As previously mentioned, they hold that
death and i&es accompanying sufferings are nothing more
than a natural result of man's nature as he was created.

The body was mortal from the very beginning. Immortality

456:23 - of. also H:281; 6231,
44ﬂatt. 10:28,
*Seraglot Concordis, p. 117,46

4S1p1d., p. 865,13,
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of the body is the result of a supernatural gift. Scrip-
ture, however, definitely declares death and sufferings
nere on earth to be the result of sin, for sin is punished
in both body snd soul,

Thus, also in the fallen state, Scripture ascribes
much Importance to the body. It is the instrument for
8in, and it 1s included in the punishment pronounced upon
man for his sin. Hecause of munts totel corruption in the
fallen atu.ta, he is completely given over to the service
of sin in both body and soul., This 1s the opposite of the
purpese winich God has for man. He wants man to serve Him
in body anc soul. Instead, man, after the Fall, was given
ovor completely to evil desires and evil deeds. %This sin-
ful stats of man did not change God's desire in any way.
lie still wanted man, as a complete persocn, to serve Him,
In order to make this complete service possible omce again,
Christ was sent into the world to perform the work of re-
demption. : |

The oi)jac‘a of Gh:-:l.st-'a work was the whole man, body
and soul. Ho dild not redeém'jnat a part of man's nature,
but he purchased snd won the complete porson, lis re- :
deemed the same person, consisting of body and soul,. whom
God had created at the beginning of the world. Frank

Biggart staiesthat man - _

s+ » » 18, in his nature, both'a ::::rialt& uﬁtu
a spiritual being. It is man's e na
comes under the redeeming work-of Christ. If then
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the body wers excluded, that redemption would be in=-
complete .47

Hore, then, in the redemption of Christ, the body is also
ageribed a great deal of importance, for it, too, is in-
oluded in the redemptive work of Jesus.

That the body comes wnder Christ's work is shown al-
ready by the fact that ", . « the Word was made flesh.™8
¥Whon Chrilat came to earth to redeem the world He took on
lHim a human body. This assumption of flesh and blood in
itself testifies that Christ alao lntended to redecm the
body. Since He was to substitute for man, He had to be
the same ag any other man. '

Forasmuch \:nen as the children are partakers of flesh

and blcod, he als=c himself likewise %ook part of the

seme; that through death he might desiroy him that

had the power of death. o

{n the other hand, if Christ's purpose had not been
to redoein nen's body, there would have been no necessity
for His assumption of a human body. I. S. Heyser ex- .
presses this thought when he writes: "Had God intended
~ to redeem anly the soul of man, there would have been xo
vital reason for the Word beoconing ﬂesh.‘ao The incarna-
t5on of the Son of Cod is = powerful proof that the hod&

47 (%estminster:
Frank 3iggart, ind Then the Judgement (e
Daore Press, iiarch 15437; p. 105,

48 omn 1:14.
%9ebr. 2:14,15.
wﬁayser,. OP« _c_i_t_-' Ps G4l.
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also cowes wnder the work of Christ. V. F. Storr contends
that ;
The Chvistian can no longer with Greek thought regard
nacter as evil, or the body as tho soul's prison houss
from whicn 1t looks forward to be set free by death,
for the coming of Christ in the flesh has given to
matter a sacramental aa?fct and hes emphasized the
sacredness of all life.”
The Formmila of' Concord clearly shows the closze com‘xection
which exlists vetween Christ®s assumption of a human body
and [is redemption ol it,
Horeover, the Son of God has assumed this human nature,
howavear, without sin, and therefore not a forelgn, but
our own flesh, into the unity of lis person, and accord-
ing to 1t is become our _true Frother . « « « In lil:e
manner Christ has also redeemed it as His work. « « .
However, not only Chriat's assumption of .flesh and
blood, but also dis physical suffering shows that the body
is included in liis redemptive worik. Christ's life here on
earth was filled with a great measure of suffering. Through-
out his yoars of active ministry He met great oppoalition,
open unvelief, and bitter hatred. His life was far from
luxurious for He points out that ". . . the Son of man hath
not where to lay his head."® liowever, it is especially in
the last days of His 1life that Jesus is shown as the suffor-

ing -Saviéai. His physical suffering was tremendous. The

Sly, p. sStorr, Christianity snd Imm ptality (Londons:
Longmans, Grcen and Company, 1918), Pe O

52401210t Goncordia, pe 781,5.5.
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acourge, the crown of thorns, the nails.in.Hiz hands and
feei.'., the ho::m; of hanging on the croas, the torturing
thirat - all tihess caused Hlm the groatest of physical
agony., 8t. Peter states that Christ ", . « bare our sins
in his own body on the tree."® This fact that Christ
suffered bodily is another proof of the body's bei.ng ro=
deemed by Christ. He suffered in His body to redeem man's
body. :

The cobjoct of Chwrist's work was the total man, body
and soule. The inclusicn of the body is evident fron
Charist®s assuwiption of flesh snd blood as alszo fron jils
physical suffecring. Since lils redemptive work inciudes
the body, it feollows from this that the body also shares
in the benefits of Christ's work. jlow, then, does Christ's g
saving work affect the body? Vhet benefita does it enjoy?

&8 shown sbove, in the fallen state the whole man is
under condemnation because of sin, .The body, too; shares
in this punisiment. But “Christ hath redeemed us frow the
curse of the law, being made a curse for US' « e o LN56
Christ's redemptive wori has freed also man's body from
the curse of sin, Some of the punishments of sin still

belfall man, such as aickuess, psain, wearisomo labor, and

death., However, as far as Chrlstleans are concorned, these ]

547 peter 2:34.
56Ga1, 3:13. °
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things are no longer regarded as punishments, but as God's

fatherly chastisemonts,d®

The worst punishuent of sin is etornal death. But
Christ ". . . hath abollished death, and nath brought life
end immortality to light thrcugh the gospel."S7 Tne pur-
pose of Christ's coming into the world as a truc wan was
" e o that through death he might destroy him that had
the vower of death, that is, the ci._etr.'t.l."58 Even Chris-

tians muat still suffer tomporal death, but because eternal

death nas been abolished for them, deuth no loager need
terrorize tinem. It has loat its ating.59 Thug the body
of man has been {reed from gin's curse and nced no longer
fear any punisiment,

Since the body has been freed from the curae of sin,
it is also freed from the dominion of sin. #s noted be-
fore, by nature man is comnletely under tine rule of sin.
The result is that sin uses the vody as its instrument in

perpetrating ‘its evil deeds. But Christ ". . ldied for

all, tant they whioh live shoulu mot henceforéh live unto
»60

themselves, but unto him which died for them « ¢ « »

S58Hebr. 123:1-1l.
S71I Tinm, 1110,
58Hebr. 2:14-15.
591 Gor. 16:56-57.
601y Cor. 5:10.
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In the purpose of chri_at'a death is seon God's original
will in regard to man., . God crsated man with the desire
that man, as a total peraon, should serve iHim., %The fall
into sin made thls service lmpossible, for the total per-
son was corrupt and in the service of sih. Therefore
Christ died in order to bring about unan's serviag God
again,

Chriat's death destroyed the dominion wihich sin held
over man. "For sin shall not have dominion over yous for
ye are not under the law, but umier grace."®l No longer
is the body the instrument for sin, but it has bocome the
instrunent for sainctification. Inatead of veing in sin's
service, it is now in the service of God, to be used as
e originally intended. The vody is a "purchased posses-
sion,"62 pought by Corist. Uhereas the body had been
under the reign of sin, Christ purchesed it so that it
could be under iiis rule and in His service.

In tae sixth chapter of Homans, St. Paul clearly pre-
sents the change which has occurred in the use to which
the body is given. le writes:

iiéckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin,

but alive unto God tnrough Jesus Uhrist our Lord.

Lot not sin thersfore reign in your mortal body, that

vye should obey 1t in the lusts thereof. Neither

- toous~-
yield ye your members as instruments of wrigh
ness unto sin: but yleld yourselves unto God, as

Glaom. 6-314l

62pon. 1:14.
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those that are allve from thes dead, and your members
as Inatruments of righteousness unto God.e o o »
gpeak after Uhe manner of zmen because of the infirmity
of your flesh: Tror as ye have yielded your members
aervanis to uncleanness and to iniquisy unto iniquity;
even 80 now yisld your mesbers servints to righteous-
noss unto holiness."9d
Just as the vody was formerly the mstmmgnt'. or ool for
sin, now it is tie instrument for righteousncss. %The mem-
bers of the body are now w be omployed in the vork of
aanctiflcabi:on. Eecaune of Christ's work, the body can
once again be used for its original purpose, the aservice
of God. Sin's dominion has been - broken, and man can serve
God in his whole person, his body being the instrument for
the works of sanctification,

Thus tho venafits of Christ's redemptive work are far-
reaching and groatly affect the body. 3in nmo longer nolds
Bway over tie body. The body has ‘been fresd from both the
ocurse and i;he dominion of sin and has been placed back 131-
to the service of God. Once again the total person is
able to 1ive for God., Christ's redemptive work has agaln
wade it possivle for the entire person to serve God,

In order to accomplish this brémen&ous undertaking,
Cirist had to be.both God and man, Without the divine
nature, His redemptive work would have been valusless.
Carist indeed suffered as a Grue men, but, at the same

time, Ho was also true God.. and it is this divine nature

SS3om. 6311-15,19.
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which gtive the value to ilis death, This is stressed by
the Lutheran Confessions.
For the human naturse slone, without the divine, could
nsithcr by obadience nor suffaring ronder satisfaction
to eternal almi&hi:y God for the sins of all the
Woride o o o°
Christ attained rizhv%eousness for mon according to both
natures, performing His rodeeming work as od and nan.ss
it is ov':‘.den‘a that tho HRomanists have failed to under-
stand the perszonal umion in Christ., Christ's human nature,
according %o thew, has never been truly uniied with the
lojzos. Consequently Christ's humsn nature is not accorded
lateia, the divine worshlp reserved for God, but recelves
only the hyperdulia which the Virgin Hary receives., fome
distinguishes & higher and lower part of Christ's soul,
holding that only the lower part, inferior pars, experi-
ocnced the ssufi‘ez-inéa of the Passion.%® Thus Christ's
aivine nature recedoa from Hig work of redemption,
This saue fanuro to understand the personal union
is found in Calvinistic theclogy. Zwingli, holding to his

proposition, finitum non est capax infiniti, carefully c;is-

oriminated between Christ's two natures, denying that the

natures participated in the life and experience of each

Sdapsamila of Concord,™ Triglot m- P. 836,56.
5"11:1«:.. p. 017,4 and p. 935,55.

and
meodore Engelder, Y. Armdt, Theodore Graebner,

F, £, ¥ayor, Popular t'xol:lca (St. Louis: Concordia Pub-
1ishing louse, 1945), p. 1o9.
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other.%7 Zwingll therefore held that i1t waes the human
nature of Christ alono wiich died.SS 7

Calvin followed in Zwinglifs f_notai'.aps and completely
separated the don of God from the suifering and death of
Chrlst®s human nature. He iefers to Christ®s merit as the
merit of a wmers men., I% is valusble only because of the
predestination of Carist as 3avior, Thus Calvin dissolved
tho perscnal union.S® -

Lator Heformed Gonfessions hold to this same viewpoint.
The Hoidelborg Calechism states that Christ suffered only
in ilis human nature., Accordingly, not the person of Chriast,
but only His human nature suffered and died.”® And the
Second liclvetic Confeasion states: "We by no means teach
that the Givine nature suffered for UsS. «  «"/%

This failurc of the Homanists and Calvinists to under-
atand the peirzonal union splits the person of chr_ist and rTe-
movas the value of His work, For thls roason the Lutheran
dogmaticians have strenucusly opposed this error. Luther,
in hig book Of the Councils and the Church, strongly opposes

$7x10tache, Christian 8ymbolics, Pe 212.

66prang Pleper, Christian Doguatics, translated from
the German h,;ra !.ffag:o; Albrecht (First Editiong Springfl.e%g,
Illinois: Concordia liimeographing Companys 1941}, 1II, 76.

S91bid., pp. 77,82.
l'miilltn‘.msho. Christian Symbolics, Pe 3l2.

ﬂpcgular S!_lgbol.‘l.os. Pe 2123,
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the error voiced by %wingli. He writes:

Wo Christians must Imow that if God is nobt also in the
balance, and pives the weight, we sink G ithe bottom
with our scale. By this I mean: If it wore not to ve.
sald « « o God has died for us, tut only a man, we
would be lost. But if "Cod's death? and "God died"
1ie in the scale of the balanca, then iHde sinks dowm,
ané we rise up as a light, empty scale« But indeed
He can also rige again or leup out of the scale; yet
He coulad not sit in the scale unless He becunie o man
like us, so that it could be sald: "God dled,® "Qod's
passion,” "God's blood,” “God's death." For in His
nature God cannot die; but now that God and man are
united in one person, it is correctly called God's
death, whon the man dles who 1s one thing or one per-
son with Uoc. 2

And the l‘-fopmula of Concord, besides quoting this pas-
sage of luthor to illustrate 1ts position, specifically re-
jects the teaching that ", . . the m&re human nature of
Christ has suifered for us and redeemed us." °

fhus Christ carried out the work of redemption as the
God-man, aAnd tne result of this redemptive work of Christ
1s that the total man is once again placed into the service
of sanctification. fherefore the Holy Ghost also sanctifles
the total man, body and soul. Lan as a wnit is %o serve
God, snd therefors men as a unit is the object of the Holy
Spirit's work. Uot just a part of man, but the entire per-
son is ssnctified. Paul wrote to the Thessaloniens: “And
the very fiod of peace sanctify you whollys and I pray God
your. whole spirii and soul and body be proserved blameless

72uporaula of Concord,” ZTriglot Goncordia, pp. 1028,
1051, 44. : s

"3 roid., p. 1045, U5,
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wnto the cuoming of our Lord Jesus Christ."7® Paul stresses
that 16 is the whole person who is %o be aanctitied; Thus
the body is included in the sanctifying work of the Holy
Spirit. '

This is shown already in the Sacrament of Holy Baptiam.
Baptism, as instituted by Christ, includes an application
of water to the body of the person being baptized. The
body, then, &lsc shares in the effects of thils Sacrauent.
In the sixth chapter of Homans 3t. Paul declures: ", .
we are buried with him by bapt-.i..sm into death: that like
as Christ was ralsed up froa the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life."76
He then goues on to show that this newnes:s of life consists 1
in service to God, in which the bLody is tie Instrument for '
sanctification. ‘{hus Paul shows that Baptism 1s for the |
total person. :

In accordunce with the Scriptures, the Lutheran Gon=- {
fesaions expressly point out that Baptism 1s for the entire
man.

Thus we wmust regard Baptism and meke it profitable to

ourselves, that when our sins ond consclence oppress
us, we Bt;'engm ourselves and take comfort and say:
ievertheless I am baptized; but if I am baptized, it
is promised me that I shall be saved and have eternal
life, both in soul and body. For that is the reason
why these two things are done in Bsptism, namely,

'"‘I Theas. 5:235.
"5Rom, 63d.
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that the body, whichh can apprehend nothing but water,
is sprinkled, and, in addition, the word is apoken for
the soul to apprehenu, lHow, since both, the water and
the VWiord, are one Baptism, thorefore body and soul
must be saved and llve forever: the soul through the
Word which it belicves, but thie body because it 1is
united with the sovul and also approuends Baptism as
it is able to apprehend 1t.7'9
That the body is included in the Spirit's sanctifying
worit is also borne out by the fact that the body is the
dwel.iing-place of tne Holy Ghost. Scripture emphatically
teaches this, for St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians:
What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost which is in jou, which ye have of God, and
yo are not your own? PFor ye are bougnt with a price:
therefore glorif%ﬂod in your body, and in your spirit,
wnich are God's.
Paul oiearly gstates that Christ's redemptive work has pure
chased man, body and soul, for God, to serve God. And now
that Christ has redeemed the entire man, the fHoly Spirit
dwells in man's body. and, as Paul distinotly shows in
the eiguth chapter of Romans, it is the Holy 3pirit, dwell-
ing in men's body, ®ho leads sma to serve God. Tuus the
Spirit of God dwells in man's body and sanctifies thut
saue body. The Encyclopsedia of Relijion and Ethics, in
referring to Paul’s teaching of the body in Firat Corinthi-
ans six, states:

The bo he said, is for the Lord, and the Lord for
the bog{r’(v. 13); your bodies are the meubers pg ch::st
(v. 15); your body is a senctusry of the Holy. pir

Tousne Larée cat‘cchinm," Triglot Concordia, Ps 745.
771 Cor. 6319-20.
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{ve 18). In his view, the life of the humen spirit,
by which we are linked on to Christ Himself and to the
Spirit of God, is Joined indissolubly to that physical
life which finds i1ts manifestation in the bodily mem=

bers, And s0, when the Spirit of God takes up fis

abode in a man, the body of that man, as well as his

:I;::i-tl:az- x:gggra, umiergo?g @ process of sanctifica-

The inclusion of the body in sanctification is like-
wige ewphatically taught by another group of Bible passages,
1.0., those in which the Christians are admonished to pre-
gent thelr bodies unto the Lord. St. Paul expresaed: tais
beautifully when he wrote: "I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by tihe mercies of God, that ye present your bod-
ies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which
is your reasonsable service,"? It is nothing unusual or
unexpected that the body is to be employed in the service
of God. On the contrary, it is the natural and logical
thing tihat the Christians should 80 use their bodies that
tuelr every .acti.un is a continual thank-offering to God.
And thils servico requires sanctified bodles \mi.ch are
"holy, acceptable unto God." :

: Likewise, in the sixth chapter of Firat Corinthians,

Paul declares that ". . . the body is not for fornication,
but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body » « « o glorify

0
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's."8

79Lmhart, OPps 8it.,; Pe 762,
"9Rom., 12:1.
80yy, 13,20,
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Here again Paul admonishes Christians to present thoir bod-
ies to the Lord. 3Sanctification deals not only with the
spiriv, but also definitely with the body. The body is to
be used for the Lord's glorification and is to be presented
unto Iiim a holy budy. "fhe unmarried woman careth for the '
things of the Lowd, that siie may be holy both in body and
111. spirit,. "0l

s In theso passages praaantin'g the body as a living,
holy sscrifice, used in the service of God, is seen t_he :
original desire of God in regard to man, Ile wanted man to
serve Him compnlately, 1.11 body and soul. How, through the
Holy Spirit's sanctificat‘.io.n of the total peirson, thils pur-
pose is being carried out.

In contrast to the lwportance which 1s thus _attaohod
to the body in being presented holy unto God, ilomanists \
and Calvinists overscress tho mortification of the bodye
‘This, again, is & result of their iieoplatonic views. lNeo-
platonism ", . o lays siress upon asceticism as a weans of
liberating the .soul from ms.tr.er and restoring it to the
Divinity."82 Becuuse of the Neoplatonic influence, this
same stress is found with the Romenists and Gflyiptgba.

The Romanists, as previously pointed out, hold that

B1]: Cor. 7334, ;

82uggoplatoniam,” Tha Concordia G:glogodh; edited by
Th, Eﬂseldeg and P. ﬁ. Kretgmann (3G. Loulss ncordia
Publishing House; 1927), p. 536
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the union of the rationsl soul with a totally heterogenequs
body results in. a continuous inner warfare im man,

This view explains fome's interest in asceticism am

mystlcisme, Tho flesh as the seat of concupiscence,

$00., the interest in the world of sense, must be

weakened by fasting, watching, cellbacy, etec., in

order that the soul in the full exercise of its won=-

derful powers may unite itself with' God.B83
Thus itoine has a negative attitude toward the body, otresa- -
ing its mortification bhrough many differeat practices.

Calvin, likewise influenced by Heoplatonic ideas,
takes a similar negative view of the body. To him "intro-
duction into complete liberty" is the soul's "liberation
from the prison of the body."84 Calvin, with a low view
of man's body, also stroesses 1ts mortification rather than
its being sanctified as a living sacrifice to God. Thus
the Homanlists and Calvinists lose the proper emphasis :
which is to be placed on the sanctification of the total
man, body and soul. 4

In connection with the sanctification of the whole
person, it ;1.-:111 be necesaary to consider br.:leﬂy St. Paul's
use of the terns "flesh" and "spirit." These terms have
often been taken to be egquivalent to "body" and "goul.”
It is true that Paul uses thas in several senses, but his

main use is not as synonyms for "body® and %soul.” Diockson, 80

esﬁﬁyel', _2- Giti. p\)- 301’m.
84quoted in nor.aohe. chrl.stian mnu. Pe 2lds’

850p. ¢ites Po 310a
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in his booi on St. Paul's Uss of the Termsa Flesh and Spirit,

gshows that Paul did not mean the material body or- ocutward
bodily subetance of men when he used the word d‘o{/j e In
support of thils, Stevens®® points to the fifth chapter of
Galatiens whers Paul sets the ﬁorka of the flesh in contrast
with the fruit of tae spirit, Among the l1ist of works of
the flesh are sins walch are mot directly comnected with
the body, such as enmity, strife, jealousy, envy, etc.87

The v;l.aw that the apostle ldentifies o"-'q/’f with nf,ﬂ-l/"" r’,{
is also false. Uickson calls attention to' the expresaion
eApj Xmaprixs in Romans 833, Tnis use of the two in
such a relation precludes their being equivalent, other=
wise there would have been no: need for the ndair;ion of
&mapTly 88 This is likewlse shown by IZ Cor. 7:l, where
e4rj 13 viewed as the object of sinful defilement. %he
apostle thers exnorts the Chriastian to discuntinue this
corruption, and bhel:-‘-.{;/’j is to becowme an objsot of aamﬂ:
fication,89. |

¥hat, then, is Paul's use of upiesh" and "spirit"?
Stevens notes that Paul is commonly supposed to have
founded his use upon the Uld Testament usage of ~7 ‘.f'?.-'

88georpe Barker Stevens, The Pauline logy (He=
vised odi‘bigng Hew Yorks OharTes miu %a'n-. 1908),

pp' 141.142.
8765, Rom. 153:13,14; I Cor. 3:3; II Cor. 1:l12.
8BlJ:I.c:ll:son., OPe u’it.. Pe 51.0. i

89 ypid., p. 259.
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and[_r :"“'] ™

In the 0lc Teotament the tems "flesh"( 7%¢ 2 ) 1s fre-
quently used to denote man's natural creature-life in
ito moral weaimess and sinfulness, while."spirig?®

{ T 771) denotos that God-given element of his person-
aligy whlch is akin to the Divine Spirit, Thus the -
terus set in contrast two phases of human nature, =
its merely natural impulses on thg one side, and its
affinities with God on the other,90

Thig is also the conclusion a;t wiiich Dickson arrives. He
states that

o a o TVEY/ad hag its parawount place in the Seaching
of St. Paul as the divine power which originates and
sugstains the new life dilstinctive of  the Caristian,
cd0f in 1ts most characteristic use denotes the crsa=
turely nature of man, or the croaturely side of his
nature, in contraat to the new life wihich he now re-
ceives.? W

(5
£dr) , therefore, is interchangeable vith s Promes 92
In hias Proface to the Epistle to the Romana Luther states

this very clearly, :
You nmuat not understand flesh and spirit here as ir

- flesh were concerned only with unchaste desires, and
svirit only with the interior of tne heart; but flesh
with Paul, as with Christ at Join 1ii, O, neans every-
thing that 1s born of flesh, the whole man, with body
and soul, with reason snd all thought « » '9’3‘““”
everything in him inclines after the flesh. :

then. $t. Paul, then, uses elther «aff oF FVélad
he is not thinking only of one certain part of man,. Rather
he is referring to the whole man, with the emphasis el ther

803¢evens, op. git., pe 138.
91p3cknon, Ope oites Do 272
®211q., p. 427,
93guoted in Dickson, op. Gites Pe 1le
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on his creaturcly nature or on his now spiritual 1ife.
Paul viewsd the whole man as being sanctified,9¢ including
tho r,{,,o j » as was shown previously. Vhen he refers to
man, thercfore, he tihinks of him as a couplete person and |
writes about nim as such, e

Thus the Bible constantly deals with man as a total
person, and lLuvheran dogmaticlans have put the prdpez; en-
phasis on the body as one ol two essential parts eomii'd:--
tutiné éhe wnole man, This importance of the body is ovi=-
dent alrsady in the creavion of man, for God created hlm a
dichotomous ecresavure who u-as to serve God in the perfect-
body ana aoﬁl with waich he had vesn endoweds

flowever, tiis service of man was interrupted Ly bha
fall into sin, for man in the fallen astats no longer ae;wes
God in body and ...aul. Rather he ia corrupt in his whole
person, and the body has become the instrument through
which sin manifests itselfs In order to rostura. man tor
His service, Cod sent Christ to redeem the enb!.::p man, body
and soul., Tho rosult of Christ's work is that man has been
froed from the curse and dominion of sin. His bods.'. too.g
enjoys this freedom, being employed in the service of G"d
once again instead of in the service of sin. Thua the .
vhole man has been restored to the service of God. And

for this purpone, the Holy Ghost dwells in the body of

9471 Thess. 5:23.
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man, sanctilfying tae entire persocn, body and soul.

This sanctification of the total man continues through-
out life., The foly Spirit is unceasingly active in leading
man to serve God in body and soul. However, sanctification
in this 1life i= not the ond. God wants the Christian's
service thrcoughout eteornity. By craaéiug idam and Eve ine
mortal iHe showed tnat He desired their service to be un=-
ending. Luther cxpresses thia eternal desire of Geod in
his explenation of tho Second Article: ", . « that I may-
be iz own, and live under Him in Hls kingdom, md gerve
Hina in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessed-
noss o o o «"99 Sinpe God desires man's service to com-
tinue throughout eternity, what happens Go man at death?
Waat effect does it have on the total person and on man's

gdervico of Gad?

95900 3mall Catechismy" Triglot Congcordia, Ps 545,4.




CHAPTER IXII
PHE CONLITION OF THE BODY IN THE INTERMEDIATE STATE

Veath is the seoparation of ;zhe body and the =soul,
It is a toaring apart of tihie two sssential elements which
constitube man., This is atrikingly px;esentet_i in the atory
of Elijaeh's ralising of the widow's son, where it is stated
that . . . the soul 01; the child camé into him again, and
he ravived.“]' And in i-:eulesiasues.  § l.s-s;j:ec:l.ﬂcauy sald:
"Phen shell the dust return to the aarth‘as it was: and
the spirit shall reoturn unto God who gave 11;."3 Death is
a splitting apusrt of the two componont parts of man. Vhat,
then, is the condition of the body and of the _soul' in the
atate of' death? -

Soripiture o!‘t‘.an referas to the dead as being n.slleap.:s
Jome have Saken th:l.a expresasion to nean that the total man
is in a condition similar t.o the sua‘ce of a man sleeping.
Thus noth soul and uony would te Mauuva, unamlra of any-
thing at all. In order to dotermine whether this 1s the
effoct of death on the total person, it will be necessary
to consider what the Soripture aays of both the soul and
the body in the state of death. And since in this 1ife

1y Kings 17:23.

anclesiastes iz 1.

Speut. 31:16; II Sam, 7:12; Dan. 12:8; Matt. 273535
Acts 7:50; I Core 154133 I Cor. 11:30; I Thess. 4:l4.
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men is limited in his thinking by space, time, cause .and
offoct, etc., this paper will consider the state of death
only from i;hq view-po:lnt of this lifes.

While soripture often spoaks of death as a sleep, 1t
never states that the soul 1s in a state of sleep or umn-
consciousness from death until the Day of Judgment.? On
the contrary, Scripture very definitely teaches sn active
exlastence of the soul in the Intermediate state. Jesus
taught this in the parable of the. rich man and Lazarus,
as He presanted the rich man, I;Gaéms, and Abraham as
actively exlating in eternity before Judgment Day.® In
the Tranafigurstion Hoses and Elljah appeared with Jesus,
showing that thelr souls were not in a state of slumber.®
ind while hanging on the cross, Jesus promlsed the dying
thief: "Today shalt thou be with me in paradise."’ This
man did not have to wait until Judgment Day to be with
Christ but was with liim in heaven already on Good Friday.

However, this fact that the soul does net sleep in i
the Intermediate state is not only taught by Christ, 1%

“The Seventh-Uay Adventists teach that the soul is
in a state of unconsciousness in the intermediate state.
For their reaaons for this viowd.a;e E%e;do:; mgeldg,
Yie Arndt, Theodore Grasbner, and ¥r. k. lager, :

3 bolic; (56. Louis, ilo.: Concordia Publishing House,
1946}, p. 356,

®Luke 16:19-31.

Sark 934,

Yiake 25143,




435
is also attested by the apoatles. 8t. Paul expressed a
desire to die, for when death came he would ". . . be with
Christ, which is far better."™ ie looked forward to death
with such an intense longing because then he would inmedi-
ately be in the presence of his Savior., 8t. Paul expresses
tho same tnought in his second lettor to the Goz-:l.m_'._h',lana.
e are confident, I say, and willing rather to be t.:“bunt
from tho béﬂy. and %o be present with the Lord. ‘!_9 then
the soul separates from the body at death, it is then in
tho presence of God. Thus, as Geerhardus Vos writes:

« o o Wo have Ifrom Paul explicit statements concern=-
ing this "intermediate state,' whlch positively ex-
clude its having been to his mind a state of uncon-
sclousness,, such as, apar oi‘rom dreams, physical
sleesp ordinarily induces. : .
The Apostle Peter also asserts that the soul continues

to exist in a consciocus stvate after death when he writea
that Christ ". ., . went and preached unto the spirits in
prison."'! o souls of the ungodly enter hell immedi-
ately at Geath, and it was to these "spirits” that Christ
triumphsntly esppeared. On the other hand, the souls of
the godly enter heaven immediately upon death, St. Johnm,

in hig ilevelation, testifies that he ". . . saw under the

* Sma1, 1:ss.
9II Cor, 5:8,
10 Hihe | of the Hesur-
Geerhardus Vos, "the Pauline Doctrine o
{ect!).on," Princeton ":'.'hadlogng; Review, XXVII (January,
929 ] e . =

117 peter 3:19.
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altar the souls of them that were slain for tae word of
God."'2 and thooe souls cried out unto God.ld

Thus Scripture clearly teaches that the aoul, in the
intermedlate state, continues to exist in a conscious and
active condition. 7The soul is neover said to be inactive
or unconscious in the state of death, Therefore when
Scripture speaks of ‘death 25 a sleep, it i1s evident that
it does not nmoan to say that the soul is in an unconscious
state.l?

bDoes Scripture, then, when speaking of death in this
mnanner, refer to a slcep of the body? #What is ita teaching

12.‘—iev. 039,

lsitev. 6:10,

147y 32 interesting to note Luther's position in this
matter. He held that 1t is impossible to know the exact
condition of the soul in the intermediate state (Hartin
Luther, Luther!s Church Fostil - UGospels, translated from
the German by John Leniker f.faimeapol:la, liinn.: Lutherans
in All Lands Co., 1904, IV, 20.) Ilevertheless he defi-
nitely maintained that the soul was astive, consclous,
and in communion with God. %It is divine truth that
Abraham (after death) lives with God, serves Hin, and
also rules with Him, But what sort of & 1ife that is,
whether he be aslcep or awake, that ia another question.
Bow the soul rests, we are mot to know; 1t is cartain,
however, that it lives." (Franz Pleper, Christian log;
maties, translsted from the German by walter ﬂ._._ Alvbrecht,
{First Edition: Springfield, Ill.s Concordia limeograph-
ing Company, 1941], 1II, 301.) The writer's adviser
called his attention to the controveray between Stange,
Althaus, and Traub. But due to lack of time and the i:ix.-
ability to obtain pertinent literature, a 61“:;:10“ an
it is not possible in this paper, Of. Paul 5192 ,d“g: i
letsten Dinge, (Guetersloh: C. Bertelamann, 1 e
Walter Horton, Conteupor Continental Theolo 2 a30)
York and London: or & Brothers 8y ’
PPe 140-143.
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in regard to the body? The Bible clearly presents the
body as rexalning in its grave until the day of resur-
rection. ULaniol writen: "And meny of them that sleep in
the dust of the earth shall awake. . . ."° The soul is
not "in the dust of the ea.rth. ".but, as was previously
shovmn, is irmuediately at death in its eternal dwelling-
place. The body, however, is placed into the ground. And
the Biblo speaks of it as slecping there.

Josus expressea the same thought when He states:
M, « the hour is coming, in the which all that are in
the graves shall hear his volce, 4&nd shall come forth. .

"e"s 1% Hore ogain it 1s not tho soul which 1ies in the
grave, but the body. The lifeless body, placed into the
grove a few days after Geath, romains there, motj.onlesil'
and' inactive, uniil the resurrection. ‘the body truly
sleeps. 1t is completely uanconscious and inactive, for 1t
has been separated from that part which gives 1t 1life and
motion, 1.0., the soul, The body thorefore sleeps, while
the soul continues in conscious exiatenoce.

In regard to this separatc existence of the soul,
some have held that God supplies each departed soul with
an intermediate body which exists until the resurrection.
This was the position of Schlelermacher, ls maintained

15paniel 12:2.
 1630nn 5328,29.
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that & humen spirit cammot 1live without a body.l? Tais
position, however, has no basis in Soripture. The bBible
clearly teaches that the human spirit, or soul, axiats
without the body in the intermediate state. .3%, Paul
plainly states thiaz when he aasertss "&We are confident,
I say, and willing rather %o be absent from the body, and
to be present with the Lord. «18

Another error in thls same connection 1s the teaching
that the new, glorified body 1s received immediately at
death. This belicf is based on II Cor. 53:l:° "For we lmow
that if our earthly house of this tubeﬁmole woere dissolved,
we have a building of God, an house not made with hands,
eternal in tne heavens." The argument is that Paul here
uses the presont tenase, "we have," thereby implying that
- 4 man possesses a new body at the time of hia death.
Horvert iecker claims this is a

‘e » « Gase of imaginative projection into the world

to come. Such a use of the present tense 1s not un-

common in language today, and it would be_foolish to

deny Paul the same freedom of expression.+®

Paul himself rejocts any thought of an immediate |
reception of a new body in the verses following. In the
oelghth verse he describes the intermediate state as one

17piepor, op. git., pp. 302, 303.

18;1 cor. 538,

19 ) the Hesurrection
Norbert Becker, "The Doctrine of B
. ub-
of the Sody as Taught in the Pauline Eplstles,” unp
lighed Ba:l,;elox-'s Theais (St. Louis: Concordia Seminary,
1946’: Pe 206,
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in vhich & person is "absent from the body.” Geerhardus
Vos assorts that #aul could hardly have meant that a new
body would be received immediately at death, “.. . . for
the state in such 2 new body woulgl hardly be deacribable
as the state of one absent from the body."20

Leath, therefore, separates the soul from the body;
ané in the intermediate state the soul is in conzelious
communion with God, ukile tho hody sleeps. What, then,
is the effect which death has upon aod's'dejs.i_.x-e for the
total person %o serve Him iIn perfection? The effect which
death has is complotely negative, It serves to deliver
mon from all evil. The sinfulness which clings to hin
throughout this earthly life is completely removed through
death, Luthor states that the sins in man's flesh

» « o ars not yet entirely conquered and killed, they

are atill active, but when death comes, they must also

die, and then we are perfect Christians and pure, but

not before. This is the reason why we must die, nam 51

ly, that we may be entirely freed from sin and death.
The Apology of the iugsburg Confession likewise declares
that ". . . death itself serves this purpose, nanely, to

abolish this flesh Of 8ine « « <729

! 2o(i;eerhardna Vos, "illeged Development in .Paul'an
Teaching on the Resurrection," Princeton Theologlcal Re-
view, XXVII (April, 1929), pp. 214, 216, :

2, ) = Gospols
Kartin Luther, Luther's Church Postil 2 >
translated from the !'Iemnn by John . ;mngo 3
¥inn.: Lutherans in All Lands Co., 1906}, II, 847.

22ppiglot Goncoidia, edited by ¥, Bente and W, He T.
Dau, (at_.‘%i'u ss  Goncoraia Publishing House, 1821),

p. 299.55’ 56.
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Thia;.t offect .o.t' death, wille salutary and necessary,
is negative. lowever, death also has another .negat:lve
effest. As deripture presents man, death, by separating
the soul and body, preventa the total person from sorv!\.ng
God, ‘Mha sonl, purified izmmediately at death, continuss
in a conaciouz and active existence and thus is able to
serve God in tihe intermediate state, But the body is in
a state of slsop and is thus incapable of rendering serv-
ice. 3Speaking of the state of death the Ps.a].miat asks
the questions: ". « o in the grave who shall give thee
thanka?"®®  “snell the dust praise taes?"#¢ e implied
answer is that the dead are unable %o pralsec .God in their
bodies. ihus death diarupts the service of the total
person. .

iIn commenting_ on the fifth chepter of Second Gorin-
thians J. 4. West writes that Paul “. . . shows that a
soul without a body is not in a perfect condition of
1ife."25 inis sume thought 1s expressed in the Encyclo-
paedia of iieligion and Ethics in 1ts comments-on this  ~
chapter from Second Corinthisns., In spesking of the soul
in the intermediate state 1t is sald that Paul “. . .
thought of it as exlisting then in a condition of depriva-
tion and incompletensss for which he uses the figure of

23pgalm 6315
- Pasalm S0:9.

; i the
255 4. west, What the Bible Teaches %:_oi'_l& &he

Beyond (Surlington, lowa: <he Lut an Literary
I939', Pe 27.
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being 'unclothed?, o o o o720 |

ifan, thsrelors, in the intormediate state, iz no
longer e unified, complete person, And ths natursl result
of this 1s that death prevents tha total psrson fro:m serv-
ing God, The soul indeed sorves God even in this state,
but 1t doeg 80 without the bhody. This 1s not the service
vhich God desires. From the time of .the creation He wanted
tho scrvice of man as a total person. then this was dis-
rupted by the Fall, God sont Christ to perform the redemp-
tive work which brought about the restoration of this serve
ice. For this purpose ils also sends the Holy Spirit to
sanctify tho whole wman, )

then death comes, the total person is onca again un-
avle o .serve Gode. Leath does bring deliverance .f.rom ain,
but at the same time it prevents the total servics which
Goé desires, :for God wants the service of :the total person
to continue throughout eternity. However God not only
wants . this service to continue, He also desires to perfect
it by bringing man's ssnctification to its completion.
That God desires perfect sanctifiocatlon is clearly pre-
sented by Paul when he writes to the Corinthians: %. .. .
let us clesnse ourselves from all filthiness of the fleah
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God."27

263, C. Lambert, "BODY (Christianls “;n;gxa_;gq%g
of “_31_1;%2 and Ethics, edited by James Hastings (Tew
Yorks arles Soribner's Sons, 1828), 1II, 768, « 2.

mII .Core 7:1; of. I 'The-as. 33133 5323.
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In this life, however, sanct:.ﬂcation- is incomplete.
It never reaches the perfection ‘which jod desires. ‘his
is clearly brought out by St., Paul in the seventh chapter
of Romana, vhere he describes the inward battle against
8in wihlch is waged in a Christlan throughout his life on
earti.

It 1is God's will, thorefore, to have the total person
serve him throughout eternity, and it is also His will to
perfect the sanctification of the total person. Luther
states this very clearly in his explanation of the 3econd
Article of the Apoatle's Greed when he states that the
purpose of Christ's suffering and death is ". . . that
1 may ba[ whollyj His owvn, and 11ve.nnde:' Him in His king-
dom, and serve dim in evavlast:ﬁ:g righteousness, innocence,
and blessedness. « « «"20 Her; lLuther mentions both the
everlasting service man is to render to God as well as the
porfection of this service. God‘s_will is that both of
these things i:e done. .

It 1s true that already in this life the Ghristian
serves God in his whole person. However a Christian 1s
simul justus et peccator. There is a constant tenaion
in him between his new man, which wants to do God's will,
and his old man, which seeks after sins Through the resur-

rection God removes &ll remnants o:t this tenaion. Thus it

is that thﬁo'ugh the resurrection ot the body God achleves

23?:*15;0'& Concordia, p. 545,4.

i
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His purposes in regard t man = the service of the total
man for etermity and the completion of sanctification.
By the resurrection of the body and its reunion with the
soul, man is once agaln able to serve God as a total per-
son. Then it is that he is truly able %o serve God as God
desires » for man is raised free from 2ll sin and in a state
of perfection. ie is no longer hawpered by the tension
between his old man and his new man, for he 1s then com=-
plotely new man. This is the significance of placing the
resurrection of the body into the Third iArticle and not
into the Second Article of the Creed; for it is the resur-
rection of the body which brings about God's goal that man,
as a total person, should perfectly serve Him for eternity.
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CHAPTER IV
THE INPOATANCE ASCHIBED T0 THE BODY IN THE RESURRECTION

_ Sorlpture speaks a great deal of the resurrection of
the body. In this 1% is unique, for nowhere else is this
belief found. Huny philosophles and pagan religions hold
that the soul is lwmortal, but the resurrection of the
body is a distinctively Christian dootrine. Fdward Bounds
pointa thia out when he wirites:

Phe deathless nature of the soul has been taught in
the philosophles of earth, pagan and Chadstian, bub
the resurrection of the body is distinctively a Chris-
tian doctrine. It belongs to tne rovelation of God's
tord.
A badi}.y roesurrecstion 1s completely foreign to human reason.
Consecuently men,: apart from the Bible, have never held such
a belief. The farthest they ever get is a bellef that the
soul will continue to exist. J. T. Hueller states: :
Wihile reason may conveive of an immortal soul, it re-
gards as the acme of folly the doctrine that the dead
will be raised. Even the Egyptians, who bolieved In
a possible resuscitation of the body, pmvided it were
preserved from decay, did not teach an;r.hzng like the
Biblical doctrine of the resurrectlon. 3
The resurrection of the body is olearly taught through=

out the Scriptures. Both the 0ld Testament and the Hew

lydward Sounds, The Ineffable Glory (New Yorks George
M, Doran Go., 1907), Dp. 17.

83, T. Hueller, "Concerning the Resurrection Body, * ‘
Concordia 'l'heologlc;]. Konthly, I (april, 1930}, p. 258.

]
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Testament contain pasaages testifying to the i-ealit.s of
the resusrection. It will now be neesaa.ry to exm'ning
some of these passages to show how definitely this fact
1s set forth in Scriptura.

. The 0ld isstument contains many references to the
resurrection. It is found as carly as the third chapter
of Genesis, for it is contained in the promise which God
gave iAdam and Fve afver their fall into sin. By their sin
they had brought mortality upon themselves. énd so the
hope held out to thew in _Gen. 3:16° can be nothing else
than restoration to the former state where man was free
from death in voth soul and body. Commenting on this
vorse Luther says of Adam and Eve:

e o o dlthough their ilesh was sentenced to suffer
and was compelled to suffer a temporal or momentary
taste of death, yut, on account of the promised 3on
of God, who should crush the head of the _dev:l.].. they
hoped for & resurrection of the flesh and a life
oternal afier the Gemporal death of the flesh, which
hope we also have. .
Perhaps the most femous Old Testament passage speaking
of the resurrection of the body is the one recorded in Job
16:26-27:

For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall
stand at the latter day upon the earth: Aand though

Sn I , and the woman,
And I will put enmity betwsen thee

and between thy seed and her seed; :l.t.atml:l. bruise thy
head, and thou shals bruise his heel.

“4artin Luther, lLuther Un the Creatlon, i Critical

and Devotional Commentary on Geneais, ¢dited by
Nicholas Lenker (Winneapolis, liinn.3 Lutherans in 411
Lands Co., 1904), I, 304.
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after my skin worms deatroy this body, yet in my flesh

shall I see God: Whow I shall sce for myself, and mine

eyes sihall behold, and not un_othe:-. P T
¥hile scme commentators have guestioned the meaning of this
passage, it can be shown by sound exegetical procedure to
be an emphatic reference to the resurrection of the ‘body.®

The Book of Paalms also contains references to the
resurrection. In Psalm 17:156 David exclaims: "As for me,
I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satia-
fied, when I awake, with thy likeness." The preca;iing
verses speal of the wicked who' made David's life miaerable.
However, the advantage 1s his, since their happinesas is
only in this 111‘0._ The end of David's urq w-111 be con-
pletely different. 'fnen he will physically see God. Upon
avakenlng, he wilil e_xper:lonce complete satiafaction which
cannot he found in this life, This awaléenhag must be a
bodily one, since the so_ul does not d:l.e.a

In Psalm 68 David atates: "He that is our God 1s
the God of salvation; and unto God the Lord belong the
issues from death,®’ The word translated "issues” means

deliverances or escapinga. The plural ehows 1% is used

Spor a full discussion of this passage see Allen
Schuldheisz, "The iiesurrection of the HSody in the 0ld !
Testament - an Fxegobtlcsl Study," unpubliashed .-Saahelorss
Thesis (St Louis: Concordia Seminary, ned.), pp. 18-25.

8 w : y Resurrection in
Avthur Neitzel, "The Doctrine of the i :

the OlG Testament,® g’:r:j:uh‘.l. 1shed Master's Thesis (St. Loulas
Concordia Serinary, 1624), pp. 32, 23.

v, 20.
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in a general sensc here, thersfore it includes the deliver-
ance from death.® Thus the Psolmist views God as the Une
ﬂhn. ra_si:_ores- the dead to life.

The prophetic books of the 0ld Testament also look
forward to the resurrection of the body. In the twanty--
fifth chapter of Isalah are found the words which St, Panl
quotes in his great itaaurre:ot:lon Ghaptor.g lsalah trium-
phan.*.'ly prophesies: "He will swallow up death in vietory.

« «"™0 In those words Isaish looked forward to the Day
of iesurrection when the bodies will be raised and death
banished I'ora'-v'er. -

In the very next chapter Isalah has & wonderfully
clear statement of the bodlly resurrection.

Thy dead men shall live, tosett'xax- with my dead body

shall thoy urise. Awake and sing, ye that dwsll in

dust: for thy dew 1is .‘aa the dﬂ of herbs, and the
earth shall cast out the dead.
Isalah first addresses God, atating that His dead, His
ohildren who are in the grave, will rise. In the last
part ho speaks to the Goad, exhorting them to “awake and
sing." {ims this passage 18 an emphatic: testimony o the
resurrection. |

However, Isaiah is not the only prophet who speaks of

83chuldheiss, Ope £it.; Pe 30.
91 Cor. 15154,
IOIB.- 2533.
11

Is. 86:19,
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the resurrection. It is prominent in Ezekiel's femous
viaslon of the dry bones.12 ¥his passage was not intended
primarily to teach anything regarding the resurrection.
Rather it points to the final gathering together of all
of God's people., But this {inal spiritusl rostoration is
portrayed by the plcture of the resurrection.13 ‘has
Ezeklel, in an indirect manner, draws a very striking
plcture of the bodily resurrection.

+Uaniel,. in. the last chapter of his book, presentis a
very simple statement concerning the resurrection. "and
many of thom thait sleep in the dust of the earth shall
awake, some G0 ceverlasting life, and scme to shamo and
everlasting eontempt."14 ‘ihis is a clear presentation of
the bodily resurrection, for it is the body that sleeps
"in the dust of the eartn.," . Thus Daniel refers to the
bodlly awakening and resurrection. :

The prophet Hosea also indicates the final resurrec-
tion. He writes:

I will ransom them from the power of the grave; .I will

redoen them from death: ©O death, I will be thy plagues:

0 grave, I will be thy_destruction: repentance shall

be hid from mine ayes.
Hosea does not merely mosn that God prevents death from

12pzekiol 37:1-14.
133clmldheiss, op. cit.s Pe 42.
14an301 1212,

lahosaa.lszlé.
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atriking a person; but he refers to God's ralsing the dead
into life., Arthur Heltzel oxzplains thiz passago in these
words:

To rodeem from the hand (1.s. from the grasp, the

powor) of shoeol, of the reglon of death, that means

not nercly to prescrve from death, to prevent becoming
the prey of death, but actually to wrest from death
its prey, b0 reators those wio have fallen into' the
gi'g‘a;grg:zel;h gfagngtfﬁagam to life, in short, to

Thus, as is soen from these passages, the Uld Testa-
ment-directly refers to the resurrection of the body.
Throughout the entix_'e 01d Testument era, fromx the Fall of
idenm end Eve to the coming of Chriat, this fact was attested
by God's chosen tyeachers. However, aside from these direct
references to the resurreoction, tb.e 0ld Testament also con-
tains passuges which indirectly point to the final resur-
rection of the body., .Jome of i:hese‘l will ve pointed out
briefly,

The 0l1ld Testauent prosents God as tl?a One Yho is able
to raise from tho dead. In the song of Hoses 1t is stated:
“See now that I, even I, am he, and there ls no god with me:
I %111, and I make allve; I wound, and I hesl: nelther is
there eny that can deliver out of my ‘_lm&-"lv ~And Hamnah, ’
in her song of thanksgiving, exclaims: “ihe Lord killeth,
and maketh alive: he bringeth down to the grave, and

184estael, Op. Oites Pe %0e

lvﬂeut. 52:38.
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bringeth up." 8 Thus the fact that God had the power to
raise the dead was clearly stated and known.
Then, too, the resurrection of the Lody was 1llus-

trated in the translation of Enoch into hanvm:w and the
20

ascension of Tlijsh,. This was also true of the niracles
in whioh God ralsed the derd through Flijeh and Wishe.2d
Theoe showed that Goé could énd did ralse up the dead here
on earth.,. Thus it wans evident thet He could do this alsc

abt the end of timo.

:
3
o
-
-9
e
1
:

The 014 Tostement likewise speaks of the foundation
on vhich the rosurrsction reats, 1.e., the re.sumct:lon of
Christ. The sixteonth Psalm prophesies His resurrection
in tho woirds: ". . « ny flesh also shall rest in hope. |
For thou wilt not leave my soul in heoll; nelther wilt thou ‘
suffer thine Holy One %o ,aee. carruption,"22 |

Thus the 0ld Testament plainly teaches the resurrec-
:b:l.on o:i!' the body. It is not a doctrine wilch began with
the Hew Tcstument era, but rather it is presented through=-
out the entire Bible, In the_ New Testament, of course,
the resurrsction becamo nore prominent through the emphasis
glven it by Christ's rising. Nevertheless, the New Testamen®

187 sam, 2:6.
19661:. 53124, ;
20 : : |
IXI Kings 2:1l1. |
21-1 Kings 17:17-24; I1 Kings 4:34; 13:21.

e 9, 10.




59
itself asserts that the resurrection was taught already in
the writings of the 0ld Testament.

The best inown of theao statements is the one made by
Christ Himself. Tho Sadduceos, who denied the resurrec-
tion of the dead, came to Christ with thelr question con-
ceraing marrlage in the life after resurrsction. Jeaus,
Jmowing thelr evil motive and thelr true belief in the
natter, orcefully sald: %Yo do err, not lmowing the
Seriptures, nor the power of God. "2 Jeasus accused the
Sadducees of erring in this matter because of ignorance
concerning the 0ld Tesbament., If they had known and ac--
capted .everything the 01 Testament taughi, they would
have believed in ‘a ‘resurrection, for it was presented '
there.

Hut as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye

not read shat which was spoken unto you by God, saying,

I the God of Abrahawu, and.the God of Isaac, and

the Uod of Jaogg? God is not the God of the daad,. but

of the living.
Jesus here states that these words, spoken %o lioses at the
burning bush,?® indicated the resurrection of the dead.
Thus He not only teaches the resurrection Himself, but
points out that it was attested in the 0ld Teatament.
 8t. Paul similarly refers to the Old Testament as
having taught this fact., In his speech before Felix he

8Spatt, 22:20.
S4yatt. 22:51,33.
: Esﬁxodus 320
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confessed

» « o bhat after the way which they call heresy, so
worship I the Gou of my fathers, belleving all thinga
which are written in the law and in the prophets:

And have hnope toward Uod, which they themselves also
allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead,
hoth of the just and unjust.2d

U IETE EE Iy ToF T

The writor of the liebrews teatifies that Abraham's
faith in the resurrection of the body is shown by his
willingnesas (o sacrifice Isaac. He writea:

8y falth sbraham, when he waa tried, offered up iIsaac:

and he that had received the promises oflere¢ up his

only begotten son, Of whom 1t was said, That in Isaac
snall thy seed be called: Accounting that God was
able to ralse him up, even from the dead; from whence
also he recelvec hinm in a flgure.
Thus tho NHew Teatament clearly witnesses to the fact that
the resurrection was a definite purt of the 0ld Testament
teacnings and belief.

The Tfoundation of tho Hew iestament teaching regarding
the resurrection 1s the resurrection of Charist. Very early
in His ministry Jesus prophesied that iHo would rise from
the grave. %hen the Jews asked Him to give them some sign
of His authority, He sald: "Destroy this temple, &nd in
three days I will raise it up."2S And St. John tells us

‘ne spake of the temple of his b:lﬂ-}'-"29

Eeﬁots 24:14,15.
avﬁebrewa 11:17=-19.
aa.?l":olm 2:19.

29 ohn 2:21.
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The evangelists clearly present the happenings of the
firast Easter morning. They describe Christ's tomb as con-
taining no trace of llis body., 8St. Luke writes that the
women ". . . entered in, and found not thoe body of the Lord
Jesus."0 after iis resurrecition, Christ appeared to lis
disclples af. different times., In doing this, He convinced
them tnat lle had arisen bodily from the grave. Eaater
evening Jesus appearocd to iHis disciples and said: "hy
are yeo troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your hearts?
Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I rmyself: handle
me, and see, for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye
seo me have."9! and Luke adds: _". « o When he had thus
spoken, he shewe¢ thei nis hands and his feet. 732 Thus
Jesus gave indisputable proof that He had risen bodily
from the grave,

Thils resurrection of Christ's formed a basic part of
the apostolic sermons which are recorded in the book of
Acts. On Pentscost Peter roferred to the sixteenth Psalm
and proclaimed that David “. . . spake of the resurrection
of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his
flesh did see corruption. Tais Jesus hath God raised up,

vhereof we all are witnesses."®V

307 nice 2453,
s

Luke 24:38,39.
S8 ke 24340,

&Acta 2:31,32.
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The resurrection of Christ received so much emnphasis
from the evangelists and the apostles because of its sig-
nificance for all Christians.: Jesus Himself directs atten-
tion to this significance when He tells His disciples:
"gcause I live, ye shall live a'nil.sci.""‘M Christ's resur-
rection, Just as !iis death, is vicarious. 3t. Paul declares
that He ". . . was ralsed agaln for our justifioation. S0
Hy His resurrection, Christ has made possible the believera!
resurrection. They now have ". ., . & lively hope by. the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the deaq.“sa for Christ
has . . . become the firstfruits of them that slept."’
Christ!s bodily resurrcction brings about the Christians®
bodily resurrcetion. L. 3. Keyser states: "It is because -

Christ lives in Hils glorified body, and only for that

reason, that we have hope of the resurrection of our bodies.58

The resurrection of the body is further attested in
many other Hew Testament passages. Jesus spoaks of 1t when
He says ", . . all that are in the graves shall hear his

voice, And shall come forth. . . .99 then Jesus refers

S4John 14:19.
35 o, 4325,
881 potor 1:3.
57

I Cor. 15:20.

SBI-. S. Keyser, "Ultimate Purpose of Christ's Hesur-

Teeuon, " Lutheran Church ieview, 25 (October, 1806 ), p. 548,

9.'l‘c:ﬂm 5:28,29.
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to that which is "in the graves,” Be‘ certainly refers to
the bodies of mon. Fleper remarks on this pasaage:

"Soripture says that what is 'in the graves' shall rise.
240

This clearly means nmen's bodiles, :

St Paul wrltes to the Romanmas.

But if the Spirit of him that raisedup Jesus from the

dead dwell In you, he that raised up Christ from the

dead shall also quicken your ‘&orta.'l. bodies by his

Spirit that dwelleth in you,

Some comuentators hold that this passage doea not refer
to the resurrcection of the body on the Day of Judgment,
However, as Rorbart Heckerd?d points out, Paul here uses
a future tense (fwaﬂ'al. 40€) and applies it to people
who are already Ciaristians., They already have the Holy
dpirit dwelling in them end sanctifying them., Therefore
tals future tense must point forward to the bodily resur-
rection on the last daye. :

Faul cumpares Christ o the Christians in this pas-
sage. leo says that the samo Spirit vho raised up Christ
now dwells in the Christiana, the:'.efora this Spirit will
also raise up the Christians {rom the déad. Commenting

on this verse, Geerhardus Vos rewarks:

40ppang Plepor, Christian Logmatics translated fron
the German by ¥Walter A. Albrecl e hE (Firat Faition, Spring-
field, Ill.: Concordia Himeographing Company, 1941 ) »
old.

uﬁom. 8:1l. ;

48 W the Hesurrection of
Horbert Becker, "Ihe Doctrine of
the Fody as Taught in the Pauline Epistles,” ugpuutshed““,
Bachelor's Thesis (St. Louis, Mo.: Concordia eninary, s
Pe 12,
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« o « the arvgument from the analogy between Jesus and

the believer is further strengthened by the observa-

tion, that the Instrument through whom God effec

thls in Jesus is already present in the readers.

Later in tho same chaptor of Homans, Paul writes:
"and not only they, but ourselves also, which have the
firstfruits of the Hpirit, even we ourselves groan within
ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption
of our body."%? Thia "redemption" of the body can only
refor o its resurrsction on the Last Lay. Just as Paul
here eagerly awaits the resurrection, so also in his letter
to the Philippiamns he looks forward to the ¢time when Christ
M. e« o shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned
1like unto his glorious bodYe » « «"40

e resurrection of the body was an established fact
Tor Paul, To the Corinthians he wrotes ;

Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord;

and the Lord for the body. And God hath both ralsed

up the Lord, and will also raiso up us by his own

power. Know ye not that your bodios are the members

of Carist? shall I then take the members of Chriast, 48

and make them the wembers of an harlot? God forbid.
Hore Paul very interestingly inserts a statement about the -

resurrection between two statements concerning the body.

43geernardus Vos, “The Pauline Doctrine of the Resur-
rection,” Princeton iheologlcal Heview, XXViI, (January,
1929), p. 28,

“Rom. 8225,

45Ph.‘l.1-. S:21.

461 oor, 6113-15.
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And, aa. Norbert Beoker®’ contends, this can only lead to
the conclusion that Paul 1s referring to the mau_ri-gction
of the body. 5 T

In the fifteenth chapter of First Corinthisns Paul
clearly prasents the resurrection of the body. Bpn;lkms
of the body he plainly states: "It is sown a natural body;
1t is raiscd a apiritual body.“‘la Ané in the. second letter
to the Corinthisns he states: "For we must all appear be-
fore the Judgment seat of Chriat; that every one moy re-
ceive the things done in his body, a6cording that he hath
done, vhether it be good or bad."® ‘Mere must, naturally,
be a resurrection of the body before it can appear before
the judgmont seat of Christ.

Thus 1t is seen that St. Paul, along with Christ and
the other apostles, taught & resurrection of the body.
Some mon have held that Paul denies such a resurrection
when he writes: "Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and
blood cannot inherit the Mm of Cod; neither doth cor-
ruption inherit incorruption. 90 powever, Paul?s moaning
in this passage is not to deny a bodily resurrection. A4s
is evident from the context, his mesning is that the hnman
body, @s 1t is constituted in tais 1ife, is sinful and

dvm- cit., Pe.1ds
487 Gor. 15:44.
*95:1 Cor. 5:10.
50 S
I Cor. 15:80.
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corruptible. In such a condition 1.1: is unable to enter
f.he Ringdom of Heaven, but it must firat be changed. J. A.
VWest corments on this verse: “‘mat Pau:l. meant was, this
body, as now constituted of perishable flesh and blood,
corruptible and sinful, cannot inherit the Kingdom of God
in heaven, "51

The Hew Testament, just as the 0ld, contains examples
of poeople belng ralsed from the dead. Jesus lilmself ralsed

Jairus' daughter,®2 the young men of Nain,%®

and Lauma;u
Peter ralsed Domaa:‘s‘s and Paul restored life to Em:ycl:ms.ﬁ.‘6
Aside from these, HHatthow records that when Christ d_!.ad.

“e « o+ the graves were opensd; and many bodies of the saints

which slept arcse, And came out of the graves after his resur-

rection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto
many."57 411 of these instances served as powerful illus-
trations of God's abilisy to raise the dead and pointed
forward o the final resurrection on the Last Daye

1939), p. 74.
52jatv, 9:23-256; Mark 5:35-43; Luke 8340-56.
53 ke 711115,
%4 Jomn 11 :1~46.
85,068 9:36-42,
S85cts 20:9-12.

yate. 27:52,53.
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Thus the entire Scripture, both the 0ld Testament and
the How Tesbament, affirms the resurrection of the body:
It olearly stresaes "that the body will rise, By diresct
atatenentas, by Christ's resurrcotion, by the restoration
of life to indiviauals in both Testaments, the Elble teaches
the resurrection of Ghe body. Ji

Thus the 3iblo cloarly ghows that the resurrection
restores the twtal person. The body-again lives, and that
which gives life Go the body is always the soul., There-
forg, the rosurrcciion reunites the soul and the body.
Once again, then, man will be a Lotal person. Once again
he will be able to aerve God as a complete person, rander=-
ing service to Cod in both body and soul. Bub how will
this body compaere with man's present body? %hat will be
the condicion of the resurrected vody? It w:u.l nov bve
necessary to consider these guestions in order to determine
with what sort of body men will serve God in eternity.

that relation will exist between the resurrection
body and man's present body? Job, living hundreds of
yoars before Christ, gave an answer to this gquestion.
He exclaimed: %, . « in my flesh shall I see Gods  HWhom
I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold. « « .8
Job asserts that he will rise with the very same body he
has on earth. With -his same eyes he will see God.

S8J0b 19:28,27.

v e mmrees 1 T T it



68

Hundreds of years later, 3t. Paul maintained the same
position, Ilian will rise with the same body which was placed
into the gruve. ‘The identity of that body will not have
changed, but 1t will be essentially the same., This is
Paul's teaching in the fifteenth chapter of Firast Corin-
thians. ie writes: '

e o o Uhat which thou sowest, thou sowsst not that

body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of

wheat, or of some other grain: - but God giveth it a

body as it hath pleased him, and to overy seed his

own body. e
J. To liueller®? points out that this is a comparison of
the.dif:t'eranee in appearance of that which 18 sown and
that which is rajised. !heat seed brings forth wheat,
barley seed brings forth barley. A seed is sown, a plant .
is raised, but essentially they are the same., FPaul stresses
that God gives each kind of seed its own body, preserving
its identity. And so in the resurrection everyone will
receive the same body he had on earth, preserving its
identity.

A fow verses later Paul, still speaking of the resur-
rection body, says:

It T e, e s s T

it is sown in wealmoss;y 1t is ralsed in powers It

is soun & natural body; it is raised a spiritual
body.

591 cor. 15:37,38.

%0p. oit., pp. 289, 270,

blI Cor. 15:42-44,
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flere Paul very forcefully atatgs that the body which is
sown_and the body which is ralsed are one and the same.
The subjeot, "it,” remainas the same throughout these state-
ments. Hence 1t is clear that Paul is speaking of the aame
b&dy in the entire passage. The body that is placéld into
the grave is the body that is resurrected. J. . liueller
comments: ;

three tlues the apostle repeats with emphasia the

statement: 'it is sowm, . « « 1t 1s raised.' The

body that is raised is the body that is sowmn. ‘ihe

two are identical, The resurrestion body will not

‘be a new body or a new oreation, but the earthly

body glorified, strengthened, amd rendered incar-

ruptible. . :

Paul ‘also presents this tesching in other passages.
In Fhilippiana he writes that Christ e « o Shall change
our vile body, that it may be i’aghianad 1ike unto his
glorious vody. « « «*9° Paul does not state that Christ
will give the Christisn a new body, but he alnpl;-agﬂms
that the present body will be ghanged. The verb used here
for “chnnge" 13,{2,‘-(‘1;27,”;47"5”‘“. We Po Boek6¢ mmts oub
that this verb is used in three places in the New Testa~-
ment®® and that it never implies a change of substance,

but always a change of ¢ &4 sd {form, or appearance}.

622&' Sites; Pe 271,
651‘1'111. 3‘321‘ ] >
o4 = tion of the
Wie Fo' Beok, "I Dolleve In the Resurrest
Body, * Ooncordia Theolopiosl Monthly, 16 (Karch, 1945),
p' @

68pny1. 51213 I Core 4263 and II Core 11313-15.
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Essentially the body will be the same, though its qualities
and attributes will undergo a change,

Paul also writea: "For we must all appear before the
Judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the
things done in hls body, according to tahat ne hath done,
whether it be good or bad."08 The fact that man will be
judged according to what he has done "in hias body" anhows
that the sane body man has on earth must be resurrectved to
stand for judgment. As Edward'ﬂo.urlldss" affirms, 'a new body
would not be aecouni‘.abie for what was done in the eari_:hl:r
body.

Thus Scripture cleoarly teacues that, in 1dent1.ty, .
the resurrecied body will be the same as- the present earth-
1y bodys This is the vicw professed by the Formula of
Concord.

In the article of the Resurrection Soripture testl-.

fies that precisely the substance of this our flesh,

but without sin, will rise again, and.that in eternal

%llziew:.’:hgg%l:igi‘gg mrr ?eta@ !.)1‘0013913 pre-gffsina

Although Scripture teaches that in nature and sub-
stance the resurrected body will be identical with the

earthly body, there have always been those who held -

8811 Gor. 5:10.

avm. °1t.. p. "a.

: ; -
68Prizlot Concordia, edited by F. Bente and W. f. T.
2:“ (Strﬁﬂ_z Soncordia Publishing House, 1821), pe 875,
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differently. Some of these divergent views will be con-
aldered, 59

An objoction frequently raised is that part of men's
bodies is acasimllated by other bodies, for example, ele-
nents of the body alter. thoy have twrned to dust may become
part of another body. Such-an objection is answered by the
atatement Christ made to tie Sadducees when they queationed
the resurcection. e tolé them they did not know "the
power of God, 70 :

On the basis of I Cor. 15 it has been held that the
future body will spring forth from an imperishable gem
contaizlo;i in the present eartnly body. This bellef is .
known as the "gorm-theory." It comes from Paul's compare _
ison of, the rasurrcction to the _plant!.ng of seed and the
plant wilech results. However, as W, ¥. Beck7: points out,
in I Cor. 15 Paul wants to say that the risen body will be
different from the buried one. That the risen body will
come from & gera in the old one or that the same degres of
difference will oxist between them as between a seed and

1ts fruit is not his intention. iFhese are aimply parts

5% = \-11 jar view of the Jehovah's VWitnessesa on the
reurrecti.og of the body doea not belong into p prl_g‘-mt
digcussion. For a treatment of thia view 3ee F. E, Hayer,
Jehovah's Witnesses (St. Louis: - Concordia Pub =8
House, c.. 1942). .-

Thatt. 22:29.
710p. olt., p. 16l..
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of the picture.

There are several points which can be cited in refuta-
tion of the gorm-theory. KEdward Bounds?® stresses that
this theory tezcnos a "ersation," not ‘a "resurrection.” -
There would be no resurrection of tho body, for the "gorm"
could not be called "the body." Besides, Paul's words:

Uit is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. .
« «"75 are true only of the body itself and would not be’
trmie of such-an incorruptible and iuperishable germ.7¢
Thus tho gem—tlmor};_ is untenable, for it is in direct
opposition to the Scriptwral teaching.

Another view taken is that I Cors 15350 is incongruous
with & rosurrection of the same body possessed on earth. '
In this passage St. Faul writes: “How this I say, brethren,
that flesh and blood cannot inherit -the kingdom of God;
neither doth corruption imherit mcoz_'rupt!.on." The objec=-
tion raised is taat Paul here-states that the body is no%:
able to enter heaven. However, it is apparent from the
whole context tnat it is not Paul's meaning to deny the
resurrection of the body or its entrance into eternal life.
Rather he asserts that the body as it is now constituted
of sinful flesh and blood ceunot enter heaven, Corruption

72&- citsy PDs 88,89,
751 Gor. 15:42.
Y4Bounds, op. :6lt.,y pP. 78.
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cannot inherit, incorruption, but, as he points out in. verse
fifty-three:s "o o « this corruptible must put on incor-
ruption, and this mortal must put on :lmzortai!.ty." Thia
sinful body wust first be changed before it 4s £it to. enter
God's ﬁ-:-:nvanl;; kinzdon. Je A. West states in regard to
this passege: "ihat Paul meant was, this body, as now
constituted of perishable flaesh and blood, corruptible and
sinful, cannot inherit the Kingdox of God in heaven,"7D

Thus i1t .13 evident that thie resurrected body will be
the same body in identlity that was poszesseé on oarth.
However, as Paul emphasizes in I éor.;- 15:50, the earthly
body nust undergo o change vefore entering the heavenly
life. Scripture teachss this in numerous plasces, and it
will be necessary Lo exanine these changes in ordsr %o
deteraine the condision of the resurrscted bodye

It is not possible to find out 211 the details re-
garding the resurrection body, but Scripture does furnish
a certain amount of informetion concerning it. One of the
moat imporsant and helpful facts given is that the resur-
rected body will be like thrist's glorified body. St. Peul
writes that Jesus ". . . shall change our vile body that 1%
may be fashioned 1like unto his glorious body.'76 In I Cor.
15 he similarly states:

75&- Cites De:Tde
6pn11. 3:21.
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The £irat man i3 of the earth, earthy: the second msn

is the Lord from heaven. is is the earthy, such are

they also that are esrthy: and as is the heavenly,

such are they slao that are heavenly. And as we have

borne the image of 'ahoﬁarbhy, we shall alsg bear the

inage of the heavenly. u
St. John testifies to this same fact in his eplstle. '
e o o 1t doth not yet appéa_r whnat we shall be; but wo
know that, winen he shall appear, we shall be like him; for
we shall see him as he 13."7S Thus Scripture cleerly :
teaches the similority which will exiat between the resur-
rected bodies of the bellevers and the glorified body of.
Christ, &nd so, in considering the condition of the Pesur-
rection body, it is helpful to note what Scripture relates
concerning Christ's resurrected body. |

On Easter morning Jesus passed through the stone o;
the sepulchre, and that same eveanlng He suddenly appanra-d
to the disciples in a room where the doors were ‘closed. ¢
AfGer spesking to the disciples on the way to Emmaus, sud-
denly, as He sat with them, "« . « he vanished out of
their s!.ght."aq then Thomas doubted Christ's 'resurreut:l.c.in.
Jesus pointed to fiis hsnds and His side as proof.or To
convince the disciples that He was really thelr same Lord

173 Gor. 15347-49.

781 John 3:28.

78300 20319,

aonnk’e 24351,

8 ronn 20:27
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.and Master, Christ sald: "Behold my hands and my feet,
that it is I myself: handlc ms, and see; for a apirit hath
not flesh and bones, 8s ye see we have."S? And then Christ
showed the disciples His hands end feet and also ate food.83
This He did, not for nourishment, but to prove that -He
really had risen from the dead.

These Soripturs references show that Christ had the
game body as before iHis death. This He made evident to
Thomas and the disciples. A4t the same time 1t 1s clear
that His body was now in & glorified state., He was now
making use of the powers and ablilities which had always
been His. No longer did He bind His body to the usual
earthly limitations., Instead He was now making full and
constant use of sll the attributes which He had declined
to use during iils humiliation., The Encyclopaedia of Hell-
glon and Ethics states of Christ's appearances.to iiis dis-
ciples: i

It was the seme body they had laid in the tomb which

now presented itself to them in living form, so that
they could not fail to recognize their Lord (Ac 1

252), And yet it was a different [2] body - freed
from the familiar earthly limitations and possesga:.lsﬁ

gf new and Ezﬁaxr capacities and powers. (Lk 24 ©1°°0
1', Jn 20

82; ke 24:59.

83
Iuke 24:40-43,

84 Religlon and Ethics
Je Co Lambert, me%cloaaedia of _3_0_1%5_._ S »

edited by James Hastings (lew York: Charl
Sons, 1928), II, 76l.
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Since Seripture atates that the bellever's resurrected
body will be 1like Chriast's glorl;‘ind body, these atatements
concerning Christ indicate the oond:_.t:lon of the resurrec-
tion body. ilowever, caution rust be exercised in applying
statements made concerning Christ's body to the believer's
body. All sthat can be seid is that the Chriatians' bodies
will no longer be restricted to the created laws of space,
time, ete. However, it is clearly evident that the resur-
rected body will be endowed with wonderful new qualities.
It will be narvelously superior to the earthly body. :
(teerhardus Vos, speaking of the resurrection body, asserta:

There is not a simple return of what was lost In

death; the organism returned is returned endowed and

equipped with new powers; it is richer, even apart
from the removal of 1ts ain-caused defects. ‘he
normal, to be sure, is restored, but to it there are
added faculties and quelities which should be rasgarded
supernormal from the standpoint of the present state
of existence.

From what Scripturc says of. Christ?s risen body and
from what is stated more systematically in I Cor., 15:423-d4,
it 1s dofinite that the resurrection body will be incor-
ruptible, glorious, powerful, and spiritusl. The change
which the body will undergo will thus be a great one. Paul
compares it to the change which occurs when a seed brings
forth a plant.®® The appearance of the ssed gives no

indication of the final appearance of the plant. Similarly

89geerhardus Vos, "The Panline Dootrine of the Reésur-
l'ectj_on,'l Do 19-

361 Cor. 15:30=38,
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the earthly hody can give little indication of the appear-
ance of the wondrous resurrcovion body. 8peaking of this,
Horbert Beckeor writes:

Just as little as we would be able to conceive of the

appearance of a plant, without previous experience,

by simply observing the seed, so little can we compre-
hend the appearance g.f.' our glorified body by looking
at our mortal frame,87

The change which will occur will be a very glorious
one, Paul states this when he sayss

There are alsoc celostial bodies, and bodies terrestri-

al: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the

glory of the terrestrial is another, There 1s one
glory of the sun, anG another glory of the moon, and
anothor glory of the stars: for one star differeth
from anothsr star in glory. 30 also is the resure
rection of the dead.
Juat as the celestisl bodies differ from the terrestrial,
80 will. the resurrected vodies differ from those that
exist in this life. /ind just as the celeatial are more
glorious than the serrestrial, so will the resurrected
bodies be more glorious than the earthly ones.

In the forty-fourth verse of this chepter Paul calls
the resurrection body a Mspiritual body" and contrasts iE
with a "natural body." Jids words are: "It 1s sown a nat-
ural body; it is raised a spiritual body. $here 1s & nat-
ural Lody, and there 1s a spiritual body.” Tne Greek ex-

: y ~ . 2y
preasions are «wwa Pv XKy and guped TYEV4ATIRIVe

8722. g’,_t'. » Pa 43.
88y Gor. 16:40-42. LAF? MEMOR,
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Just what did Paul mean by these words? Taken in their
context they presont no serious difficulty. He is simply.
contrasting the presont: body with the resurrected one. The
present one he Germs s po Zekow » 8 body sulted to. the
natural, eartiuly life. On the other hand, the resurrected
body will be & Pevs TyevmaTiAIV 5 8 body fitted for the
life in eternity. Kenneth ¥uest®® points out that the
“spiritual body" will not be an intangible one, but one in
which the spiritual life of man will predominate.

Besldes those rather general statements concerning the
incorruption, glory, power, and spirituality of the resur-
rection body, Scripture also ooiﬁ;ainava fow more apeciﬂo
facts in rogard to it. These are helpful in getting as
accurave a conception of the rssurrection body as possible.

The resurrected body will airfer greatly ifron the
eartnly body. Scripture states that there will be no more
hunger or talrst,?0 and no more death, sorrow, crying, or
pain.®l The body no longer will be plagued by weaknesses
and frailties. Since it will no longer degenerate, it will -

no longer need to be:bullt upe
Another earthly function waich will cease to exist is

a9 den Huggets rrom the Greek Ne
Kenneth Wuest, Gol R t:l.on,

Testament for the
Rapids, Michigan: %— B. Bo —mm Publishing Company,

1941)’ Pe 49.
GORDV. 7316.
OlRev. 21:4.




79

that of marriasge. Jesus told the 3adduccees: %. . « in
the resurrection they neither marry, nor ars given in mare
riage, bui are as the angels of God in heaven."®2 With the
cea_sabion oI death, thore will be no more nsed for procre-
ation. |

%11l Chriatians recognize one another in heaven?
Vihile therc is no direct answer to this guestion found in:
Seripture, all indications are that the answer is affirma-
tive, Josus said: 9, . emany shall come from the east and
wost, and shiall sit down with Abraham, and Issac, and -Jacob,
in the kingdom of heavan.,"'9® Here Jesus apeciﬁemy!men-'
tions Abrahan, Isaac, and Jacod 'aa_ ‘individuals whoss iden-
tity has been preserved in hoeaven, R e

St. Paul writes: ". . « then shall I know even as
also I am kaown."9% This seens to indicate recognition
of follow=Christimns., In the parable which Christ told,"

Lazarus and Abraham knew each other in heaven.95 In the

92194t, 22:30, - The Mommons have a peculiar exegesis
of thls passage. They hold that no one will marry in heav-
en, but all marrisges solemnized in thoir temples by their
officials will remain valid in heaven for eternity. Thus
they speak of "celestial marriege.” Cf. F. E. Schumann, :
Is This The Church of Jesus Christ? (St. Louis: Concordia

Publishing House, 1943), pps 12,10.
93yatt. 8311,
941 Gor. 13:12.

95Lukke 16:23-31.
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Pransfiguration the disciples knew Hoses and E].:.;m__{.?a
After His resurrection, tie discivles knew Christ.97 Nary
recognized Him by His voice.98 4and in First ?.'haanalon!_.m.
Paul comforts the Thessalonians by reminding them ti:ai;
their loved ones who had died would rise again, and ."Then
we which are alive and rema2in shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air . . .
v «"99 Tha consolation was that there would be a reunion
of the dead and the living. All these statements of Sorilp-
ture indicate thet Christians will recognize each other in
heaven., 3ince they will,. rise in thelr same bodies, their
ldentity will be preserved, and they will lmow one another.

Vihich body wlll a person have in heaven, the one fronm
his infancy, childhood, youth, middle-age, or old-age?
This is a quecstion which 1s unanswered in Seripture, V. F.
Bockt90 gyusgesta that since bolief or unbelief at the mo-=
ment of death determines a man's eternal dest,!.uyim' and
on the basis of Carist's resurrection, it ia inferred that
& person will have tihe body in which he dies. Of course,

9yatt. 17:3.4. .
97John 20:19.20.

98John 20:16.

997 Thess. 4:17. . -

1000p, o1t., p. 163

101yq¢t, 24:13: "But he that shall endure unto the
end, the same shall be saved."
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1t will be atrong and besutiful, but it will be the body
which a man possessed at death. This same conclusion seems
to be justified by John in his Hevelation. He witnesses
that Y. o o 2 ‘voice came out of the throne, saying, Praisgse
our God, all yo his servanta, and ye tnat fear him, Loth

small and great.“lm

And in the next chapter he again
testifies: "And I saw the dead, small and great, stand
before Gode o o .M03  mese passages seem to indicate that
tae body which will be glorified in heaven will have the
stature of the one in which a man dies.

Will all Christians be glorified in the same degree?
Soripture teaches that there will be a reward of grace for
the good works performed by Christians. This reward will
consist in & groater degree of glory. Daniel writes: "and
they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firm-
ament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars
for ever =nd ever."U4 Mme greater the service rendered to
God in this life, the greater will be the glory which God
graoiougly bestows upon a person,

These, then, are the teachings of Soripture in regard
to the resurrection body., This resurrected body will not
be affected by the frailties and diseases which beset the
earthly body. It will not be interested in the things of

1°3Ro_v. 1936, .

losﬂev s. 20:12,

104'9&:\191 12:5,
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this earthly life, such as eating, drinking, narrying, etc.
Rather its intereat will be focussed on spiritunl matters,’
and 1ts entire constitution will f£it it for this purpose.
411l the Soripture statenents concerning the resurroction
bod:r. taken together, present a picture of a stmng.- mar-
velous, glorioua bhody, above the cares andi troubles of this
life, inbterested solely in the things of God, and its.qual~-
itles and attributes perfectly fitting it for tho heavenly
1ife. :

It is thia resurrected body which is united with the
soul, once again restoring the total person, The whole
man is again able to serve God., usut this service differs
in quality from vhe seivice man renders before death., For
the resurrected body enables the total person, body and
soul, to serve Goa in perfecvion, L. 3. Keyser vwrites
that man ;

« o o Was created & dual being, [?] and, unless God

should change his personelity; he never could attain

to tae highest posaibilities of his being without the
recovery of his pristine estate - a"pfsgeot soul organ-
ically connected with a perfect body.
‘'he resurrected body 1s the perfect instrument for serving
God, and therefore the total person is able %o carry out
God's original purpose in regard to man - perfect service
rendered by ‘the entire porson.

The raa'surz-eci;ed body brings about this ideal condition

because it enjoys complete freedom from the threat and

108g5,, oit., pe G4d.
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dominion of sin, In this life the Christian in serving
God is continually hampered by the sin which cleaves to
him, There 1s a conatant struggle going on in him, and
sin constently does 1%s utmost to hinder his service ©o
God, Immediately at death the soul is completely pﬁriﬂ.ed
and taken to heaven, but i1t is only through the resurrec-
tion that the body is completely freed from this inter-
vention of sin and able 10 serve Jod unmolested, This ia
clearly expreased in the Formula of Concord,
For the old Adam, as an intractable, refractory ass,
is still a part of themn, which must be coerced to the
obedisnce of Christ, not only by the teaching, admon=-
ition, force, and threatening of the Law, but also
oftontimes by the club of punishments and troubles,
until the body of sin is entirely put off, and man is
perfectly renowed in the resurrection, when he will
need neither the presching of the Law nor its threaten-
ings and punishments, as also the Gospel any 1ongeri 06
for these belong to this mortal and imperfect life.
Already in this 1ife the indwelling of the Holy Spirit
gives a Christian power over sin, But man's nature con=-
tinues to be corrupted by sin., It 1s only through the
resurrection that the final, complete separation of man's
nature and sin takes place. The Formula of Concord states:

And we affira that no one but Uod alonec cen sSeparate
from one another the nature snd this corruption of
the nature, which will fully come to pass through |
death, in the blessed resurrection, whers our nature |
which we now bear will rise e&nd live eternally with-
out original sin and separated and sundered from

15 o o o207

1061p3¢10% Concordia, pp. 969,971,24.
1071v1a., 761,10.
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. This complete deliverance of the body from sin is
highly important, for it 1s the completion of the work
begun in Eaptism. In his Small Catechism, Luther states
that bgptizing with water :
| « o o 8ignifies that the old Adam in us should, by
dally contrition and repentance, be drowned and die
with all sins and evil lusts, and, again, a new man

God 1n eightsounnssn’ and Burity Siceverfioaitiie
Baptism, therefore, signifies two main things. 0Une is the
putting off of ain. Ths.other is the emerging of a new
and righteous person, In the resurrection of the body both
of -these things are brought to completion. ‘

Ag already noted, through the resurrection the body
is completely freed from sin. Or:.siﬁal ain is forever
cast away, This completes that whlch is signified in
Baptism by the immersion into water - the drowning of the
old Adam, 'J.'l:_;ia work 1s begun in tﬁe moent t_:.t‘ Baptisn,
but the full oarrying out of this work is not sccomplished
until the bvody 1is r‘zagm::‘x'et:t-.eci..= Viewing this _sidé of lap-
tiaﬂ:-_ the death of the old Adam, Luther wrote in his "Trea-
tise on Baptism": . . :

» « + 3in never entirely ceases while this body lives,

. ch 311y conceived in aih' that sin is 1te
ni 220 W and there is no help for the sin-

 fu) nature unless it dies and is destroyed with all
its sin, So, then, the life of aﬂChrl.::gn;he mbe

baptism to the grave, is nothing else ‘be=
gigni.ns of & bleuat_l’death, for at the Last Lay God

1081p3d., p. 561,12
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will make him altogether ma\w.:m9 !
However, the rosurrection of the body also qoniplataa
the other phrse of Buptism, the emersion of a person per-
fectly equipped for service to God, The bringing forth
of the new men, signified and begun in 3aptism, is fully
finisghed through the resurrection, Luther presents this
thought clearly when he writes:.
In like manner the 1ifting up out of buptism is
quiokly done, tut the thing it signif'les, the spir=-
itual birth, the increase of grace and righteousneas,
though 1t begins indeed in baptism, lasts until
death, nay, even until the Laat Day, Unly then will
that bo finished which the 1ifting up out of baptism
aignifies. Then shall we arise from death, from
sins and from all evil, pure in_body and in soul,
end then shall we live forever,
The spiritual birth begun in Baptism has as ita goal the
perfection of the whole man, This goal in fully reached
through the resurreoction of the body, for it is then that
the body, fully equipped for perfect service and completely
freo from sin, is united with the purified soul, enavling
the total person to render the holy service fGod dosires.
Thus tho resurrection of the body brings completion
of salvation of the entire person, It is the final act
by which the Holy Spirit brings His sanccifylng work to

conclusion and thereby bestows eternal 1life. ‘ihe entire

108 " " Works of -
Hartin Luther, "Treatise on Baptism,

Hartin Luther with ;;roduotions and Notes, transiat
from the German by é-. ¥, Jacobs (Phila ia, Pa.t

A, J. Holman Company and the Castle Fress, C. 1915),
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work which the ioly Ghost carries on in a person is di-
rected toward that person?as full and complete sanctifica-
tion., bBub as long as sin clings to mun, his sanctifica=~
¢ion will be incomplete, Therefore the Holy Ghoat 1a able
to complete idis work only through the resurrection of the
body, through which ille removes tho last vestige of sin
from men's body and changes 1¢ into a perfect instrument
for the sou:_l. which hus already been perfected. <Thus the
resurrection is a vital step in the work of the Holy
Splrig, for it is one of the means He uses to sanctify
a poerson. Luther, in his Large Uatechism, expressed this
very cloaxly:

If you are asked: ihat do you meen by the worda:

I believe in the Holy Ghost? you can answer: I be-

lieve that Ghe Holy axout makes me holy, as lis name

implies, But whereby does ie accomplish tais, or

what are liis method and means to this ond? Answer:

By the Christiaon Church, the forgiveness ol sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-

lﬂstm@}clll

It 1s through the resurrection of the body that the
Holy Spirit brings about the completion of salvation.
It ia the conclusion of all the acts which God does to
nccompiish man's splvation., ©Dau states that the resur-
reotion of the dead ". . « i5 the final act of that plan
of redemption which was devised hermoniously in the eter-

nal counsél of the Father, 3on, and Holy Ghost. wll2 gpe

11lpmg10t Concordia, p. 689,40.41.

nammted in W, Albreoht, Eschatolo (Springfield,
111,: Concordia Himeographing CoO.s n.a.s. Pe 864
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resurrection of the body is a neceasary part of God's plan
of salvation. His will is that man should be completely
holy, and this condition of entire righteousnoss is reslized
only when the body is raised in glory., Then it is that tho
Holy Ghost permeates man's entire being, causing him to be
perfect. This 15 the conswmation of God's plan of salva-
tion. A. J. Gordon remarkss

tilnen the body is glorified, then only will sanctifica-

%ion be consummatec, for taen only will the whole man,

spirit, soul, and_body, have come under the Spirit's

perfeciting power. :

God's plan of salvation is a plan to restore man to
the condition in which he will Le able to serve God per-
fectly in his whole person, The final act which makes
this service posasible is the resurrection of the body, for
in the resurrection the body is changed so that it is able
%0 render perfect service., In doing this the Holy Spirit
finishes His work of preparing man for the heavenly life
of holy service to fd. George Stevens astates that the
main stress in 3t. Paul's eschatology

f1tn”" ke o Tomains 5 ghorified botion witied o

the new conditions whica shall surround the soul in

the future 1ife, and in the glorifioation and perfec-

tion of tne whole personality after the image of
chr1850114 -

113,, J. gordon, The linistoy of the Spirit (New Yorik,
Chicago, Toronto: Fleming H. Revell Co., O. 1094), Ps 123.

114 ; i § ilevised Edition;
George Stevens, rauline ‘Theology (iev. H
Hew Yorks: Gg.arles Scribner'a Jons, 1555 » Pe 540,

| |




rﬂmi HEizZsi 3

88
The rosurroction of the body is the culmination of the Holy

" Spirit's activity, bringing His sanctifying work to com-

pletion in eternsal life,

This, then, is the significunce which the resurrection
of ‘the body has for sanctification, It is the final step
in sanctification, bringing this work to perfect completion.
And this is the reason that the resurrection of the body
is placed into the Third Article of the Apositles' Creed.
Its placement there emphasizes that 1t is one of the means
which the Holy Chost uses in effecting senctification, in
fact, it is iis final ueans for achleving perfect sancti-
fication, “The result of this bestowal of a glorious resur-
rection body is the enabling of the ontire person, body and
soul, to serve God in perfection,

However, the roaut-z-nct:loxi of the body is not only
significant in that it orings smmotification to completion,
i% 13 also significant in its relation to the life of a
Christian., It has a practical application to the Christian
1ife. The resurrection of the body iz a powerful stimulus
for sanctification in this 1life. Fherofore it will be
necessary briefly to consider the relevance which the

resurrection of the body has in this connection.




CHAPTER ¥V

THE RELEVAHNCE OF THE RESUSHECTION OF THE BODY
A5 A STIMULUS IFOR SANCTIFIGATION

The knowledge and conviction that the body will rise
has several eoffccts on the Christian. One result is that
the Christian is moved to treat his body with dignity and
respect. He imowe that the body he now has will be his
for eternity. God will raise the very same body which is
laid into the grave. Therofore the body is not to be con=-
sidered ligntly, as something whicih is solely for tals life
and wvhich will be diascarded at death, The Christian, lmow-
ing there will be a bodily resurrsction, reallzes the im-
portance of his body and thinks very highly of it. Thus
the resurrection leads a Christian to a nigh regard for
his body,.

This effect of the resurrection on a Christian's
life is expressed by Frenk Biggart when he writes that
tho resurrection of the body

. emphasizes the importance and indeed the dig-

l.liiy of ghe body now, Its treatment demands raspect

not only because there atuaoheg: to it a certain im-

perishable quality, but for other reasons beaic'le:;

It is in the first place, the handiwork of M’nnd

is part of that oreation uwhich God looked upoz'lm

saw 'that it was very good.' Secondly it 1is

temple of the Holy Ghost.'! Thirdly it is for ever

honourable, since the eternal Son of God took upon
Him our ﬂ;sh (and was made man, of the substance of

the Virgin lary His iother).
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Finelly, the doctrine of the resurrection of the body

witncases to a real continmuity of life here and here=-

arfter, It stands for the recovery through that sur-
rendor, vmioh is death, of what ‘haaq been tfuly and
permanently of value in this earthly life.

The resurrection of the body not only results in the
Cheistian's treabting his body with respect, but it also
stinulates him to do good works, Knowing that it la God's
purpose for him to serve God in his own body tnroughout
eternity, he will be incited to put that body into the
fullest posaible service of God during his life on earth,
fHis life will be lived in the knowledge that his body 1s
“the temple of the loly Guost,"? and that in it he 1is to
asorve God, not just for the years remaining on earth,
but for the eternity of heaven, This knowlodge will move
him to use his body now as an instrument for good works,
The resurrection of the body will be the goal toward which
he is striving. Ei.’his ias the viewpoint expressed by Paul
when he says he counts everything worthlesa except those
tuings done for Christ, for he wants to becone 1ike Christ
and "attain unto the resurrection of the dead."

The Christian's whole life will be lived as a prepa-
ration for the resurreciion of the body and the ensuing

1life of service to God., Ueerhardus Vos atates that

; ter:
AFrank Biggart, And Then the Judgement (Westminster:
Dacre Press, Harch 1946), ppe 104,100.

21 Gor. 6:19.
Spn11. 3:7-11.
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¢« « o the bellever?!s whole ethico-religious existence,
the sum=total of his Christian experience and progress,
all that is distinctive of his 1life and conduct demands
being viewed as a preparation for the crowning grace
of’ the resurrection, :

With such a view of life the Christian will be stimulated
to 1live a life filled with good works.
; Another way in which the resurrection stimulates the
Christian to do good works is shown by Paul when he writess
Wherefore wo labour, that whether preasent or absent,
we may be accepted of him. For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of Christy that every one .
may recelve the things done iIn his body, according
to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad,b
The Christian knows he will stand before Christ in hls
body, to be juaged on the basis of what he has done in
his body on this ewrth, The all-important matter is to
be found accepiuble at thet time, The Imowledge of this
juigment in the body and the tremendous importance of
being acceptable is a powerful incentive for & life of
devoted service to God, abounding in good works. Edward
Sounds comuzents:
: All the events of this 1life are to have their refer-
ence to the resurrection hour{ How unselfish and

dignified, how full of gravity will a life be that.
shapes all its actions by the resurrection or judg-

ment dayld

4Geerhardus Vos, "The Pauline Dootrine of the Resur=

;-'.ggti)lou." Princeton Theological Review, XXVII(Jenuary,
L P R

5IT Gor. 529,10,

8gaward Bounds, The Ineffable Glory (New Yorks George
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Thus the.resurrection of ths body is a strong stimulus for
sanctification in inciting a Christian to do good works.
However, the resurrection of the body alsoc serves as
a stiuilus for sanctification in another way, It gives
hope and Joyful anticipation to the Ohristian.  St. Paul
exprasscs tho anxiety which the Christian fecls as he looks
forward to the resurrection, He writes: ", . . @ven we
ourselves groan within ourselves, walting for the adoption,
to wit, the redempiion of our body."" The Christian eagerly
awaits the resurrection of his body. It is then that .his
"adoption” by his Hsavenly Fathor will be complete. Thus
it is the thing upon which his attention is focussed and
toward which he is constently looking. Commenting on thls
%adoption,™ Bernard Wittrock statess
The prime character of this event is the redemption
of our bodies, This shows the great stress that Paul
laid upon the resurrection, when our vile bodles shall
be changed and put into a veautiful glorious estate.
Thig is the end, aim, and objsct of our waiting in
expecitation. This is the focal point of the Christian
view: deliverance from the body of this death to be
fashioned like unto Him,
Through focussing his mind on the rosurrection, the
Christian receives hope. He bas the hope of a gloriocus,
eternal existence after death., And this wonderful hope

brings joyful anticipation. Tae result in the Christian®s

7iom. 8383, -

8Rernard iut-.uroei: "Phe Pauline Teaching of the Future
Life,” unpublished Master's Thesis (St. Louiss Concordia
Seninary, January 1946), ppa.82,65.
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life is that affiictions and burdens are more easily bhorne,.
He reoalizes the meaning of 8%, Pau].'s"ordaa “For I reckon
that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to
be compsred with the glory which shall be revealed in us."®
The afflictions of this life become lighter when & person's
heart is focussed on the .resurrection of the body and the
life thereafter, Io realizes that all suffering is temporal,
and that he has eternal happiness toward vhich to look,
His body may suifer now, but in the resurrection it will
be raised above all suffering and pain.

The resuriection, in giving the Christian suchh a view- -
point, 2lso helps him to elovate his mind to ". o « seek
those things vhich are 8boves « « o0 Hoalizing the tran-
sitory nature of this life and the infinite glory of the
resurrection, he will realize that the things of this world
are minor and unimportant., The all-important things are
those concerning Christ, Who is risen in glory and like
Whon the Ghrisbi.:m will be raiged in glory.

Thua the resurrection of the body is highly relevant
for sanctification, It losds the Christian to treat his
body witih dignity and respect, it stimulates him to do
good works, and it gives him hope and joyful antioipation,
helping him to bear urfnc':.tiuna and to foous his mind on

the things of God.

®Rom, 8118,

10001. S2l.




OHAPTER VI
SUHMARY

It has been shown that the body plays an esaential
role in man's relation to God and in all His acts concern-
ing man, This is evident in the entire history of man,
from his creation o the final consummation in heaven,:
God created man a dichotomous being, consisting of body
and soul, Both these parts are essential for man %o be a
conplete peraon. In the atate of integrity both body and
soul were perfect, for man was oreated in the image of God.
And God's dosire was that the total person should serve :
Him in perfection, But in the fallen atate, this perfec-
tion no longer eoxlats, Instead the entire person of man
is corrupted by sin, the soul being the seat of sin and
the body the instrument for sin., Thus man is no longer
able to serve God, but instead the whole person is in the
service of sin. |

The purpose of Christ's redesptive work was the res-
toration of the entire person into the gervice of God. In
order to achleve tals, Ohnist, the God-men, redeemed the
whole perscm. The body, Gherefore, also snares in the
benefits of Christ's work, being frut_i from the curse and
dominion of sin and becoming the instrument for sanotifi-
cation, 1In order to continue the work of restoring the
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total person %o perfect service of God, the ioly Spirit
dwells in man's body., This sancotification of the whole
man continues throughout life,.

: Death, however, separates body and soul. Waile the
soul qonbinuas to serve God, the body sleeps in the grave.
Thus, from Ghe premnise accepted by this paper, the sexvice
of the total person is interrupted,l But through the res-
urrection of the body the Holy Spirit completes iHis sance
tifying vork. He raises the bc;dy entirely free from sin
and transfornmed into a condition ideal for the perfect
service of God.: Thus the entire person is restored and
is able to carry out God's desire of perfect service for
eternity.

o F. Beck clearly swmarizes the essential part

lthe spiritual viewpoint of a high faith is ge:l.]. dem-
onatrated by Stoeckhardt in one of his sermonss Ja, unsre
Toten laben vor Gott, in Gott. -Die Seele lebt bel Gotte
Die ist in Gottes Hand und Schoss wohl verwahrt. Aber nur
die Seelo? Nein, guch der Leib dor Ghristen lebft, ob 8:'“
auch im Grab liegt und Staub und Agche wird, lebt vor »
in Gottes Augen o « « o Unser nichtiger Leib _E_i_rg aufer=
8tehen , o o . Das ist die Hoffnung der Ghrlsten. w::
wir hoffen, ist aber vor Gottes Augen scion g6 enwae ° =
Gott sind tausend Jshre wie ein Tag. Bel Uott glb SZe:t
Unterschied der Zeiten. Die Bwigkelt ist Zelt ohne s.m
Vor Gottes Augen schwindet der Zwlschenraum gwischen unse
Todeastag und unserm Auferstehungstag in nichts s;::ha:n::.
Gott sieht Staub und Asche in den Grasbern gar 111' g ;n
Tod und Verwesung gilt nichts in den augen des lebendigen.

Seine Toten leben.? Quoted in W, Albrecht, pﬁ%‘_fmm
‘ssrim'T'iel-d;-ﬂinois: Conoordia Mimeogrs Gompanys
R.d. s Pe 10'
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which the body plays in God's plans and purpose.
There is something essentially incomplete about the
soul untll it 1s united witn the body., Adam and Eve
had both body and soul; .death was injected into both;
Jesus redeemed both, %o complete God's plan of sal-
vatlon, 1t is necessary for the body to be raised and
to be estavlished with the soul in glory. That 1s
why ‘even we ouraelves groan within ourselves waiting
for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body'
(Rome 8,23). Not only the spirit of man, that ' vital
spark of neavenly flame,' 1s to shine in heaven, but
the censer, too, from which there rises the incense
of worship, 1s holy to the Lor< and to be preserved
forever,
Thus the importance of the body is plainly discernible
in all of God's acts toward man, And therefore the resur-
roction of the body 1a highly significant for sanctifica-
tionj. for it is through this resurrection that the Holy
Spirit complotes lHis work of gsanctification, ennabling
the Christion to serve God as & total person. It 1s be-
cause of this vitel relation to sanatification that the
resurrection of the body 4s placed into the Third Article
of the Apostles! .Creed and thus ascribed to the Holy
Ghost. At the seame ©ime the resurrection of the body has
a practical significance for the life of the Christian.as
a atmﬁlﬁs ‘for sanctification. Therefore the resurrection
of the body 1s properly placed into the Third Article of
the Creed, emphesizing the esaential part it plays in the

Holy Spirit’s work of sanctification.

8w, P, Beok, "I Believe In The Resurrection of gna

;l_gdy." Goncordis Theological Monthly, 16 (March, 1945),
2. ’ : ]
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