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PRliJ'ACB 

1be ~ who lqs · claim to religlo~ t.i-utb :la can:tinu~ 

f'aced with tbis paradoxa. · rel.1glnn is • · real Jmowi.og~ of'1 

and a personal. cci!lmunion wit.ht a Go4 iib~ae nature 1a above 
. . . 

knowledge, 8D4 who tranacancla peracmaliq-• 91•-4eai:re to 

give mef.lllingfU1 expresai~n to the tr'lith _!'t "tbia paraclaz "liaai . . . . 
111 the history of'' the· cliurcb,-" prciapied ~ deSNu' ol . .. . 

• .: ,,,, I, • 

· emphaa1s or overmpbeaia of 011e or· the ·eth~ ot its two ele-
. . - . 

mant,a. The at.tempt· to give a · Jupt, l'tlPrtlflllP~t,j.011 9f, '-

o~ect.ive chsrract,er of divine truth,. that :ls1 of' its IID- · 

quaUfieaq real aid.stance· :l.ilclepim&mt· ot· ,.,t apprehenid:m 

·of it., ~has led to a 'ti'Pe of acboiflBtilc 9J>.1ect,ivi•·' 1D wbicb 

. 'truth was inevi t6b3¥' lost. smll ~lt, tile. wiah to• c1o lust.ice 
I • • 

to the·buman apprebanaion of divine tl'llth· b.aa· re11111t.at. ill • , .. . ; . ~ . . . . . , 

we of -~b.i·ectivit,y in wbicb ·•e.rel.igt~_v.a:·uparlec•·-... . . "' . . . ~ -
. ~ ov8Nlllph~z~4. a~ 'J;o. 1,a!e, ~°'J ~- 01>.1·ect. 9f !-~~me., 

out·: 'of' account,; Friearich Scbleiumacb..-, one of' ttie ~t, . . . . •. 
. . .. . .. ' "'~ . . . 
known ·t11eologlana of tJie: m.netemth cmt.\117, waa ft17' ... 

·v1t~ int.erestea :in th~-devalopmmt ~~ a tbeolosical li011I-

Uon to t.his prol>1a11,. m4 :l.il · tbe couraei- or b.ia J.Ue u a 

pastor ma professor, did develop libat b_• thoUSb~-1io be • 

adequate aoluti:1011 to jt•. • H:la · aolut.ion. Ji8", bowever, re-cein4 
. . . ,• ; ~ ~-· ;•·:: 

· aer.J.oua~ cri 'Uctam 1n meD¥ ~• ot -~-,:bllrOb, or wbicb . :· ... . . "{~-· ; 

one o~>.:tb• moat recent baa been that. ot .. ~• ccmtaROl9817 _ 
. ,. " I • 

:l 



81d.es :tbeo1og1an, mrd.1 ~--• Dlie ~aaq · wlll addreu 

ltseii : aa its title indicatea,· to ~a•a critictana 

_ · of' the;. ~istemo1ogy of' Scbleiermadler.. n :i -1~ wlll, ~arefore1 . . .. . . . .. . . 
de&l. with Scb1eiermacbv,· .. dl:tef'q 1D tez,ae~-ot Bl'Ulmer1 a 

cr:l.ti~:l:sm~ of him, and ~&rtJ.cuierJ.¥, m,:.~ •. of. t11e · ·_ • 
• • • I' . ... .. • • 

Redep, against which th~···chief criticis;u '-" cU.rected..~ .. 
. · ·:· ·. 

.. Both theologians ·aret however, ~~-~ the -beira 
. -... ~·.i:t.·~. : 

qf'. tbe aiany g{merJitiona which clwotecl •tb~_thoupt. to :tJda -
• • • I • I • • •. : • •? .. •• •;•. ,,. • • • 

pl'Ob1euu . Since the ro~_ts· of the, Pl'9bleiJf:~~ •-· :!mb~ B9~i- . 
. .,. r. ·< ••• , • • •• - .., ~ 

deeply in tile histo17 -~t-'~tlie ~, Ui~-~· iisper wlll tieg1D 
'• .. . . 

b;y pointing out 1 ta presence :f.n the nef"o~Uon, md :tbe 

solut,ion vrhich Luther ottered to. it~ l,aereatter, Scb1eld,t,,. . . _· . 
macbers• solution to it will be pr•sant~, foll.owed .'b7.JDD1l 

Brmmer' s critique of tbe;t solution•. IJl. :the ftllal., cbaptari ­

of' this paper an\1. attempt will. be· madfj .,'°~-<test tbe valh11 V 
~ . . "· 

or :er.unner• s cr1 t1411e 1n t11e USbt · o:r Ma~ ~ataa41Dc· or . · 

Sch1eiermacher, aid of the aJ.ternat.tve aoiutlon wbic:b he offm-•• 

:Ll 

-



CHAPTER :t 

. . 
BACKGUQUNDS: OF THE BROBL"EM IN mE ~I<ll 

: 
The Christ.ian church baa, 1n tbe course of its .hiatort, 

,,. . . . . . 
_ever .a~ught, to give a ·ytt~. atfirmati~·o:r the "trllth ~ Go4•a 
. ' . . . . . . ' . . 
rev.e1at.1on of Himself to'" men• · In order ·to .do· this, it. 'b.88 

~ ' . . . . \ .. -·· 
emp101'ed all the devices· ·posalble, fl'GIII the humbl.11 .witneaa . . . ,. . . . .. 

ot the .d.ai:cy lif'e of :I. t.a ilHnb~f to invoiv.a aa4 weUbtr' · • . . . . .. . . ,., . . ·. . . . 
dissertations on theoloa. D•war ~ -~• aoup~ 1io ar-

UcuJ.at.e tbe truth. of revel.at:I.OD1. h0irev8't 41tticul:lif' U to . . . 
modes-o'f 'thought mc1 apresJd~. ·bave 1»8'D uperi:IIDCed. Dae . . . . . . - . . . . •' 

prob1em of how ravele-tlolf comes to be ~ ·has bND a . . 

Particular source of :Lfflt.ation. lil or4a to ~be ettect;lvell'· . ,, . . : . . ~ . 
· ~~a~, revelati~,· like all -~~-: ~ evlllits, maa't .. . . . . . . . , ... . . b" CQIIID.\ID11cat.ed by .means; :ot 110ra& mcl .. ~. ::.J;!rom-~ea•• 

. . . . . • . ' •.: . . : --... ! . . 

worda and 81inbo1s, ill -; · concepts· ea ··to· bow lmowleOge· ~ 
. . :. . . . : . ·- . . 
rrie1atton takes place h'W& been clri~ · One ot ••••. .. . . .. 
·concep~ has ,been the th~pgllt·ot. l'ffe1a~on u an etel'IUll 

f • • • : • 

f'un4 of trotb wb:lcb stands aboVe a1J. ~ real.iv aa -

o~ac~ •or humm contemplat.:lon~ encl copit.ton. . ID We ~ 
of' tbi~k:h:ag1 ·the Jtnowl~ of .cll1~• mith •• tllOupt d 

&a a aub.1ect1ve eppr_ebension d that. ~cJ&· waa ob.1ect.ivell' . . ., ~ ... 
t.i-ue. ; . ~-en~,,-there were tllO alt~aUvea 88 to 



.2 . 

what. t,be relet.ion betw~an the 01>.1ect of~.Jmcnrlec,ge IIDCl. the 

knowing subject waa.1 First of ·&11, ~c• · the ~a~Ual. 
. . . 

natur~ of mm was thought to be bia ratlonal aoul., 11111D • 
. :. .. :· . .· 

·a ~ational being could apply Ida Naaal( t.o the plQ'alcal. . . . . . -,.. ·- . 
UDiverae with ell 1 ts laws and.~~~;- . ~Howav•t 'be couJ4 

. -. . 
4o more thm that.. Be coUld also app~·-bla. naadn to tJ:i• . . 
realm of. the divine, and· could. know both· the exlstaDce ~ 

God, end his own conUDgeney. 8DCl till1tu4e ea a creature of . 

that GQd.- ~era w~o•. however,. much, that men c~Uld no't::Jmow . 

about God. God had1 thereto.re;.-.~ -~r.eveal, in. a, ~ematural. 

wa,-, the mf'ol'lllat:lon that.mm -lacke&-· v:lthout: -tbis infor-.. . . . 

mat.:1.mi, man ·could not br.=° "savecJ. ,In .order. to be parmteeii . : . 
salvation, man bucl 'but to· accept :1.nta11,ctuall1' thia given 

quantum of saving information. 2 Th~ n~ which iDff:1,­
t~ followed this Yie~- of revel.at.ion· ~ -a cUspeaaing of . . . 
~&Ving :1Df"Oi'm6.tiOD 'Wb:J:ch. Via& received. .Jli::~· 'intellect W88 

. .·: . --~~~~\t" ~- . 
that this revelation couJ.d th·en· be take!\· silc1 emboclle4 :1.D a . - . . . 
rational. .s.vstem. . 'l'he rectd.ve4 ·rev.els.tion,--wa1i trmalatEkl · . . - . 

:l.nto · organized ·aosma, ~ llbich ~ati~ ~ai th beceme ·-m 

:lntellectusl assent.·' 
. . . . . . . . . .. .,. .. · . ·. ~ ... -:. 

W112:' the advent·.of ~the B.eto:rmstt.on1,. b~wever;. a dittera't 

view age:Ln app~~ 1tnowl84ge or· 8o4 -~- no't an• :I.Dtal• 
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lectlial assent. to 8,J'~temattzed doctrines,: bat, a var:, vital 
. ,.,. . ,. .. 

tellowsliip of tba Cbria~an w.1.th God u ~.a r.eaul.t.· at Go41 a 
. ; . - .. . :_• . ; . 

·coming m · ·revelation. . Qj:)41·s put'po••· 111:.~Jal tng Bimaelt 
. . . ·.. . . ..; . · --~ .. f -.-!~ ,. . • 

was aeeri·-.~ His will to bri.Dg men into .~,_,tr~01"1111Dg, 41~ ·· 
:. . . ....... ,_... .. . 

vine f'ellowship ·with Bfm.: ._· !be road to tiatj:, D811 Yin ·- . 
• I • \ • -~L : ~Yo • • • ' -=-·· . . . . -:· .. 

paved by ,llertin Luthei'~-1# ·111a ampbuJa • t,he fact, of Go41 a 

reve1at.ici~ of Himseif ~ --Jaaus Christ.. ···,K~; cUacoverecl ~~ . : 
tact in ·the t<--.e .,~ of t.be· Old·. -ma Hn. teart.amt, scr:i.ptul'ea. 

These scriptures were nQt a c~~o• of · ~viD~ dispa:aae4 

ini'o:nnat.iop. for Luther, u they were· tor the acholast.ic theo-
, . . . . , . . 

1og:l.ans. The Bible wea tlla l1v1Dg witness of the Bo~ ap1.rit, 

to ·the· redemption 1D Jesus Ctiriat.. Tbe B1ble 'b7 i:ta.eU·• 
~ . . .. --.,_, ... . . . . . . . . . . . . 
liot. enough. · Tbe Holy ,Sp1nt. 1la4 ·to- ·a -related ~ :L'\. . ~ - . 

Luther said, "Das Wort· 'Got.tea~ wird. mcbt gehoert W8lm 4er 

Geist ;nicht :llmerllch ~ . Wacbatuni. pbt,!.a,3. Bei ._. -. the 
. . . . 

Ho~ Sp1Pl"t b.Y Bims~ enough. Wile Uv!Dg witness of the-· 

Sp:lM t had to be seen in i-elat.icm tb the . con"tent.· of the Holl' 

Scriptures. Tb~ t-.,, Wo~ and Sp:l'rit, ba4 to be in~ 
. . ·. 

aepm-able relation. .. ··,···•·~ .. _, 

. . . B'.o~er, Luther. did not, s~e tile proCfialJ. of -NVGatiOD 

ODl¥ :ln tvDis q:t · a dufAii:¥ ot· WOrd 8D4 Sp1ri.t. Jim,. t.be 

~ecipiant, of revelaUcm'· aiso hacl a dual. :ga~.: Be na en 
. . 

· lioli~• ·&Dd &Ii' •imler" man. Aid, the ~unt tll1J11 abD1l1; 
• 'I • • : • • • • . ' . .· .· . · .. 
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this 4ual nature of man for Luther was tbat both. the inner 

and tbe outer man were · •--m 1D relation to Qo4. 1111D 1a • 

·wbat God sees him to be, either tot.pf .&lf..m,. or totua.:· ' : . .. 
. JUm graUa. 4 In relation to God, tberet9~1 ·mm 1'88 ~ - ~ • 
0nQ' a ,duali \y of outer end inner mr.a, bi~ -at tbe a&De t.ime 

. -- . . . . 
a ~ v of both. uan ·:1:s- at one trf.me a ~ · of fl.em &114 

spiri t1 and cm tb8l oth~·111mc1,' · 1;1.a :la at/ ~- J?6th ~u~. & . 

. !be ~eks bad aapm-ated :the ·nature of ~ illto .tm;." ■fn• 

auc1 gpiritus1 iD 'Which the soul 1r1-.. th,. ~ttel.w88D11 be­

tween flesh and. spirit. 6 ~l' Luther, · 'Ul~ mole DU1111 8D4 

especd:aJ.l¥ the sou11 S.s· fleab &Dd-spi:rit.1 Dd.a ia ao be­

cause man• s neir· spf.r.ltu.al life ·c1.oea not. belong to him. . · Bia 

new. life is a vision over the barrier wbicb still aeparat.ea 
I • • 

h:lm 1'l'am Goel. Bia life -in the Word ancl :bi f'fd.th .ia not. a . -. . .· . . 

~fe inside hima'1f I but outside hillle&14:,, ; ,:lzl Gc?cl. Ula pro-
. . ·, 

eess of ,revelation waa 'tbm a· Nl.ationaldJr l)etwem the Spirit-, . 
Word mid the outer and ibuar mai, ·.in .whicb tbe Spirl~ 

acted OD the OU~er and ilinar ID&De :for I;Uth.-, ·•1.naurlicb . . 
hetast • .--. alles aimJ ;1 d1 wahn'ebmbar, ca ~ m Blldaatablll . . 
-Sefaasta schriftwort, die aiaridj idle--~, 48a ~~ . . . . 
·a1a aeliazares Zeichan·. nm~Uch heiast du ·4111 ·~• v.er-

• ~ •. • • ••. : I • • 

. .. . . ..... ... ' .. 

4Dit., P• 89. 

6nw-, ii. eo. 
6zbich,. P•· 91. 

7Dige 
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borgm;ie, wie das inn~-~i-s a&• Gei1$r~ ft 4-i llaube 11114 

alle ~ ~eren Geisteogab~ IJ. a . ~•-~h.~ ·a1...;,a. to." per­

f'o:m at ~~ai func~ion o~ :;'~he du·al Iliana·: lj:.},oj mock .on.~~•-. 
ear ~ ~e o~t.side, ~,:"_~to pour .in the~:_.;lrit, on ·fhe·-1Da:lcle.e. · · 

··• .. ·- :- .. 
. i'he imier' man is then ,toi e1gn w b-~, oliteide. l)im,· 7et,. ~ : 

Jdm, ' in hi1:1 per~on :ln its uniqueness. 'flt, ::1zmar-lll&lf -does. 

not beiong to bims ha ~.dfu.e not; r~.on:.'.~{ u 1f' it w.-. . : .. 
his own posse·ssion1' :f'.t. --1.s·. soinetl:dng •~ch7·Qbd has Si~ -. · · · 
him iD tbo Gospel.. ' Ye.-t-. :the imer Dian al~ bal.onp tp: ••, . . ·. . . . 

an4 to· deSC1•ibe· this ~onderf'uJ. posseaaiQn Luther .. een ua . 

tb.e most. mystical of' ·1sngu5ge. He can SP:•~ of' 4ii ~ 

tul ".r.aptus ment.1s11., . but ~• that . at.eiJas. f:rom'· •f.be ~,-• llbem 
tbe Sp:lri t must ~e ~ai~d.10. :,or. t.hia.. ;~---m•;l'l~" ~t 

tb.e medi t~i911s of :the · myetic-1 .. bu-t,, th~ -~~• of' · the • 

croaa,- death md hell .avdl.11 

!fh~ revelation of dtvine truth ls th•· ~tb.1g irbi.'ch 

tekes pi.ace within mm,~ :tiuf. is ~~ cau~ed. Bit how 
does m~ become .aware _ot,' how· ~es mm know divine ~~'. 

Here Luther can, speak of· .xperimee.9" IIJJIIPf-imleatil ea Dieh'tw 

so llaat du den gleuben •m:-t,. aonde:ra · 4as :wort haaget. -~ • 
■ • • • 
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dan o~en und schwebt, c11r· ·autt 4er zungen 111• daD aoh&m1 auff ' . . 
4_;. _wasser. nl.2 The c~i:¥ of our ~wledge. 4oea ~:t, 

. . :; . i . . : . . .. 
howeva, 1ie 1n our experlence, but 1D th• "V8Z"heiaaunge-. . . .. \ . 

\10rt ~~tes ... r13 Vie expe~ience ·-• ~ :.ot>t.he woi-d. 'tlbeD· . . . 
• ..,, • . ,c.. ~ • 

the outer \'lord enters iii~ our ·~_. •••*•· ···ait th&t \fOr6 

n~~ becomes identical · ~th us. fbe. ~~uanesa 11h1c:h· · 
. ., . . .. t . ·., . . ... -

God creat,as entors int9 ·our ~er· sel.vee, -~t, nevar becoDiia, 
. . . .. . : . 

a pm; of. us. i-tncl the. tension bet,,een ~•ii~ two &Utlle"-1-
• • "lo • 

cal. ~copts. is c1,scrib~~--~ tlle. wol'Cl t,=i:Ji .. 14 fte mm or 
. . ' . . f... . 

t~tb.. than waits ptitieiitl.1' toi•.his f:I.Dal•.·~SWIIDat.ion·, whaa · 
. . 

the inner. man will become ·tl'ul¥ bis o:wn1 · &1ld wbm the ~ 
• • 'i • • ... 

of God. will have again be~ perfe~ f~ in bim.16 

'!'here vtero; bov,ev~,, in Befonaat!cm_ ·times, ~ those · 

who did not distinguish ~ ~al n- of .Word anc( Spirit.; 
. . 

and of out.er ancl :I.mm• Dl61l. lbeae man ina1sted rather oa· · 

the eb:l.litq of mm to receive B free, 1,mrnediated uperi ... 

ot the Spirit. \'lit.bout, ~~~ence ~ -id~- or~ .the wr,l.t,~ 

word,. Tbomas ?.iUalzer, f_or iii"atmc~-~ !88 one o:l the ~ 
deep-feeling,. h~eet· mm~-auong the· ~iri~alllita, lllloN re- _ 
f'om cezne from a · ~al i'ff+1~ of ~e~14S iieverthel.•as, _ he -
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could a,q, 1D Holl' a parap'braae, "Der ecbte Glaube musa em 
aelbsf.gewozmener se1n1 r1cht1ger seasst, er bDD nur ~ 

Got.t sel.bs~ unmi ttel.bar 'in dam Kanacban. StechattaD• •~• n17 

Thia was possible for ·iu~ser because he_~··be_Ueve4 tbe ~~ . .;. . . 
'to be very near man, 1n·· :tact, bia4eD ~~ilf-b111l. AS be aqas 

"Einmal.l. wird scblie.azlicb1 zum .. ~en c1ea llliiaclulD 
eel.bat, e1n vrort· .aus· dam Abgrlmcl 4ea . eistlllaD B.-.... 
hervorquellen1 be1 ·4em ~er llaDsch. docb gleidL aiclier 
1st. . dasz ea von dem lab~ Got.t. auegebt.;.~ · 

sebas'tian F,rm:ack empl.oyed much the-·••• 14ei. Altboup 

he recognized that. the imler conaciousnesa of divine trllth 

could o~ be born through tbe media.Uon of un outer wo.rd,_ 
. . 

he did not recognize- :Ln it the p.ar~efil aana• of Lutbe, 
. . 
ea inner, yet. not. ours, aa ext.raw, JTmck .mme the iDDer -. . . . .... ~ .. 
l.U'e "die. Po1wtz Got.tea iii· una.~ It na_not -~ out.-

side mm, but. an :l.nwQ'd poesasaion given :to bill :lD the m.,.U­

cal birth.ao 

~~t as Luther aai,i· beyoncl th•· av•~~~ of :rrauck,,. be . 

also saw beyond the nat.uralimi of. ~ariiceleua, m4 the per- · 

· :f'eot1cm1am· of SChnbkenf'elcS.BI.. 1'be tbree apir.ltual19'-:.,vim p 

41tter"ea. frolil Luther ·in --~ lilt. tbV - IID'm.-11-.d.t.• aa • 

17Ibid.-, P• 429. ": 

~ •• _p·. ~ : • • 

19ny., p:~ 4.11. 
ao.a~ch ~l'Uallllt •· ,sll., •• ;-r-106. 
21:tbiA. PfuTTZLAFF !\.1Ei-!O~:.P~_L!BRARY 

CONCOiu.·!A E .:J.{r~.~lY 
ST. LOtjiS, l,\~O. .-J 
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poase~a.i~ of man: , . Fran~, aa the myatical · see4 plmte4 1D . . . ' . . , . 

· lwn,· Pai-acelsua, ea b:ls· ·bigher· spiri:t,-f:Leah nature, m4 

Schwadc:enfeld as bis p~iall¥ compl~. b~l1Deae~28 !lbeir 
. . . . . --~ .. . . . . 

~~dance, therefore, -re~ted on their • : -1ateil~&J.Jt,-· ·a-
. .. -~. 23 . 
· • per:l:anced relation to God. , LUthe1 e hope-wail baae4 on the 

"Ducliselmum verbumn,~/_: ·not on a 1110111an~ ~i ••Uoal 1Dt.ui•, 

~on.25. . . 

· . The t.rue view oft.be nature· of re1:fgi;ous Jmowledge aa 

Luther had presented i~ -waa, 11,owever, soon. ios'I; &gaiae Die 

~h~s · :this time, bowever., returned to·· tbt• pre.-RetoilDat.ton 
. •' . \ 

·&ch~lutic . tqpe of thought. '.ftais return· f.oc,k pl.ace ao 111-
. -. -

percept:1~ that it was.- acercell' nottceclJ It. was thougbt. · . . 
to be the logical developaant ot tht ' theoloS, o't the Betomera. 

22zMo.., P• 107. 

~, P• 109 •. 

a&;cbid. 

.. .. 

. . 
.... .. 
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Yet the ~ent t.hia to~ place, , the vi't!41V ot tbe btor­

mat.i,on_ insight J;»egm to •me. As the need tor a colleNDt1 

systematized atEa:taaen~ .Pf: doctrizie was te1t, tbe UviDB . . . .. -· . . . .. . -~ 
• .._ , •• 1 • • 

pro~aaatiQD of the W~ ~t _-God once more 't8D48d. to bec;cDe • 

a statement of His truth in terms of· :l.ntenectual uaen~ ·to . . . .. . . . 
doctrines. 11\lcb of the -r•sp~biliv tor.~ t1ie ear.-1¥ :1ni1iia­

t1on ' of this. si tuat10Z: ~ tall upon w•~tcm.16 Iii• . 
• • • 'I.. • "::"_. . . . 

humani atic her:~:t&ge and bis pr.eoc~ation. wJ. th the buU d1ng 

ot ~ -educational system, cqmb:lnecl ~ ·p~c1uc:• a COll>lt~ 
. ·• . : . . : . ,. 

UDLuth~an emphasis on Cbri~tian krlCnrlecJge of G(>cl ., ~--.. 

. mation. This intorm&tiori ,as apprehen484 b7 a lll1n4 ~~ 

ia to all intents f410: purposes i4entical .wlth the !Ul"tural ·. 

inind. 11rD fbe :tau:.ge ot God na tboupt to be 118D1 a rational 

aoui, and the natural law couid proyide m . :lnaisbt into Goel . . 
without revel.at.ion :ln tbe· ~rd.-. 91&. aa,pbaaia OD 1Dto1'ilaticm 

, ~ . 
and on ~atiqnal. . acaeptmce of it, m4 the theological. att:1-

tucie whidl ~au~ ecccap~~s ... ihi•11:•.:tiplieai■, ·'liocm b~ 
0

evident anong the past.on~ Rail.Dad 111· the Melmcbt.GD1m mode • . 
fllq · ware "equipped with the ~ paacpp~ of pW.oaopbl~al . 

edllcat.ton, at mid bance ~ beciime a •l~ecl iD4. PJ'!U4 cute,.· 
and their theol~SJ, a p~rizlg~groun4 tor cU~t:lcal ~..: 

'trtUori~'•• lD ~ c~e.~- the,: lost tbe UDdentaid1ng ~ ~• 
. . 
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Ho:q scrip'tures as the v~cie~ilil~ -~-- :Jio]¥ ap:lrlt · 
' " :t • . ~- . . 

bl':l.t>gfii .God's reqempt.i~ ~ men, aii4 es ·tJie_ witness or· ft-ir · 
• t• • =... · . • ... . 

deemed men to the fact p~ 'their reaempti_oii~ . -'me.J11mclei-;~. . 

~tood God' a revel.at.i~-- iUJ JJK>re a at&tic~~~ th to bi ~ ' ·, . 
. . . --f...:-__ . ' • . : . . •. 

templ.a"t.ed tban a l.iv1JJB··. tell.o1i8bip -b~eD-·IW.lful •• -~ -. 
. • ~ .. .!; i . . :· ~ . ~ . . . . . . .. -:_ . 

the ~~1ng God. The ho~ apoatJ.ea ~ ~-P~•ta beg6tl. · 
ll "- • •• ... •I • .,.., • " • '] • 

to be thougb"t. of as "me~ani.c&J. inatJ'um~~ and 4984 

machines, mere ananuanaea llbo· eat doWli -on~·pap~ ODl1' llba~ 

was clict.at.ed··to tllem by-.tJie sp~t of~~• · such a rin 

of the ·Holy scr.l.pturea~-:~~~ 1--~:r~:·ioaa o~ the ~~ ~ 
B1bl.e as the· l.iving-bi~~i-J' (if Go4~B-~~~OD of 'ldms"dt 
to the peopl.e of the 014 ~ wew ~~~~- 8DCl m~. of .ii 

. .• -

1neteaa the source-book for co:mitJ.asJ ~a• of cJogmatio · 
~ 

specuia~on. Paradoxic~ enough, tbe,. brtlioaox theolo­

st;ane thouglit.. tliat 1n tb:ta Wf1¥ •tbey-~ parmteecl the . . 

possession ~f actual 4fv1Qe truth. They wanted to be aure . .. . . . . 
or t,he. t.J-uth they bad· 'in order to meet. •~r theolosical 

opp-•t.s on their own ~un, . ftet .. .,. to liao· - · i . . •· - . -· . . :·:.. ·.".;- .. 

authori:t.at:lve qstan.1 icut to ~art tli• :super:leorl ~ of that, 

system over aJJ. other systems, , ftv th9upt tbat :tiav• .-· · 
. .. . r 

~OUl.cl -m"eet ~e-chall&Wea of th~ BalllllD ~hurcla~ . of the 

Splritu~st.s·,. and even· ·o~ the. RattcmaU-sta. aucce~ 



u 
· ·m.~i-.lre:tr ··syst.ematized _intellectuDJ. t.rilth. In nali:'411 

bo\·,ever11 thei=s.' .-,Y6tttns -~~~lJ atiZ'Opbi~(l-,f~tbt eDc1 'Ule. . . . • 

very ~ ome-.u designed ~ ,.-~erve ~ ~--)ea-- the llf#Gila 
_:.. ·. . ~ :. 

by t1b1cl1. the chm~-' n :t.riith ~ lost.. · 
. . . ... : . ,. ~i~ . -·-- . . ... 

EVer. ·since the Retoniat.ia11, &be pro,bl:em ot the r~ . 
' . : -~ ~ :· -. ;p • • " } .. - • • 

Uoa b&tveen tru~ micf ~Sii:tJi bu conUDua,. ;to ~•-~ 

tm't theology o ,ilt, t.:lm~~'., · es 1n OZ¢be·~j ~la~ .be­

came ~e, predonrin&int. con~ern of tbeologi~~)- At. other, Ume&t 

as in Piet.iam, the epist.emologic&l problai"wu &helved. ·1a . . . 

f :ia'lfor of &n empllc..s:Ls upo~ the :1:Pner 11~••· Tile· v-::, ft;cf, 

that. Christisn, tho~t G¢1op1.ecl ftJ'8't one, th• 1ihe ot.a.ar 
of' 'thes~ 63."ternatives :I.Ddic~t.ecl 'Uir,t, tt' ~~encl~ tile dp-

~entb c_enwry the ura:ti: ·fi~ come for a--~*~• ~a­
tion of tb~ enUre p:ro~em. such ~ COD!'~auon ame ~ 

~ .\~k ~f' Fr:L~i.cb s~eienriacbtr,. ~ --wldcll our nan ... 

obep'lier \'lill be devotecl.. 



CBAPTEll n 
I 

~ ~ Olf mB jg,IS'l'DR.mICAL PBOR,IM 

. -., 

Fri~drich Schl.eiermicber grew ·up dur:lDg the ~ . 

mmt, one of the mos1. aignif1cen1. parJ.o- of Germm or•• 

of 1110r1d history. Tliia. perioci more then flD1' other marked 

the rise of' .. the ne1aaa1c 1.ivmm ph1losollb7,~ ·m4 the~ 
. .. . . . . 2 

ill the hi~tor.y of the ~f~. of' the Genllip_.,wiri.t. Dae ~• . . . . -~ . 
of culture becaue the ideJll.J ·t11e ·rat.ion~ ; ·sc1en'tlf1c 8Jljl 

. .. • :- • • : -t~ • • : • '-!'. 

art:i.si t,ic in lif'ii were gion;n.ec,.. . Ul~· .P~Qd w..-, ~o.-~, . . ' , ·• . . . 
8~ one-sidede . The extreme acctm1. on 1iumen Cfl'&~V 

and tb~. over-emphasis ot the importance c.,f the iDdivim·al . . 
made man• s ego the mea~ure both of himaelt 1 11114 · ot all lmoit-

·1edge. 1'he age . may :b, cliar~terizecl. ea . one· .:Iii 'libim ·aa · . .,;. 
• • I • • 

1.Nlne ·rationaiism :pe=.a-.~cl. both ~uiar md ~'81~cal 
. . . 

inaUtuUon~. ·. ~"h, tlower~, Qt :t4•: p~o4 in .~el·-~"',. . . ., . 
whose chief M>.zkEl . the Cri:'Uqgea d the DEl . .!B\ Prapt.ical. . 
lie- m-d ~!I zem. tb;· ot pb11oadp1lic'il apeml&Ucm .. pp to 

tbat t.tme, ·caused ID8D to. be t;boUSll't· of ma~ aa a llb~ . . . 

thiDk1'!)g accord:I.Dg to th~ lawa ot :1nte1;u,sence m4 actiDg 
. . ·• . 
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. accoraing to ·t11e laws o:r:,·mrallv -aa the ere~ d ·tbeore­

:U.c· an.a• prect.icaJ. reason~ n3 the · pei'l't>d~~:~ .one ot arJ.4 . . .. . . . . . ... . 

in~ectualism,. -in w~ch, the. ,~r-J.c:t, na~, hl•f.mii • :. 
God \Ver_e reduc~.d- to p~acUcal -qU:c;gt~){ifu.~1 • . be~ .. 

• I I . •. . . • .. :••:•. • .. 

a 11&:tl;t_ ~ari.an rew.ct.1~ o~: the ~cl··tio :;il!~.:~cb· •~.:: . 
• : : •. \ .\ • "¥:--~ • .;. : • .... .. • ",: 

the :lnt,erests· of' the·. gr.~a:test number. .QQc()>jcah. .. ~ --
. • ··., ·c ~ ."': -.,. .. 

Wat~~er" whose ident4·tq· was almost ('~~-o~ : 

. by thi mass of deist,ic proqt"e -~ugbt to.~ tAe· "allt, 

.of bis md.st.ence. 
. . . 

What was· true 1D ·the realm· of science-_. ial-:pidl.ciao}'_,. . . . . . ' 

was also t.rue in the :cb~.- . 'J!le ehUrcli~Iost -t'ti· tbec)iQg; · . . -· ... .• . . 
8D4 ·with it 'its v.ttal.1-tq,.· ;· in its atbww~·-J.j. ,ue~ itli-.. ~ ;, 

existence \o 'Ute ~r~,:oi- n~;: ~e ·cli~ ·1taelt·:~~ 

1 't h&d to become rat.ionei; .amcl -:lt dficl., .. In :tact,. ·ao•:Jlllich ao, 
. . . . ' . . .. . 

that t.lle pendulum1·s swing tram the_ pole -of auperstltioua . .. . . .. 
. : : ,. .. . . ·:... . .. 

aupenat.ur~em to t!iat. bt ratloneHam,.: aiiG ever-;pesent, · 

characi~s'tl.c· tbro.uf;. :the cliurdl• s bi~l7,~ deprLvat 

.the ~ sad rel,:lgi.on of :i.'f.s real ..... to the ··~ 

of man • .- .- · -. 

- · ll'!"aerita ii b1at.o~ 'jm4 ib tboup't~ bo~__., are ~snq ._ 

~!119 •~*."ved ~ :~~ o'ppadt&ii~ A ~ -~uc J;de&lt•, 11b:Lch 

was-;~ , 011~8 1-11• iui~~&-:~ ~·· ftrat ·--- ot··:t.11•· ----
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t~ ot t,be Enl lgbtenm&n~,. began -tp take. root, 1n ~t. 6 . ., 
A ~~ of young romenU.:ctsta, includht ~t Vi~alm · 

-~d F.~e~cb Schlegel, .~bvalia, n,cicft•~i_ng.~&Dcl 1icb":' 
: .. ~ . . ,t ;.. . !1"''" , • • 

te, began to crack the tr* ti.on ericru:s~' shell of :taae tbin- · 
• - 1' "' • .. 

king Qf t,lie d&y.. Schl~~er wail iDi~ at.i mto t.id.,-·~. . . . ~ . . ~ "\. 

~stJ.e.ss sur.ge of eto1Jf.-~a ~'t.N•!i---. ,Bir~~ ,.µ-eaat .,_.: = 
• ■ - •. • ... . - -: -~. • • • • 

4eap~ at, the great. spring of Gei'illm. pbliollO~ • Bill oc:cu-. .._. . :· . . . . 
patlon with, and affinity to the pbilos~p'ii¥ of E&Dt.,.~ 'bis 

a'tbey of the systems of 1.,·eibrd.tz, Woitt1 a.a.er, end Eber-­

h&rdr:at, Halle, had stimtila~ed bis crJ:t1~1i1J.:-1~~t, .&Dd h~ 

18ft, a1 i nde1ibie mark 011 him tor ail ·b!s t.u-. .ccmati'l1ctive ... . .·: · .. . .. _ - .- , .. 
work. lfow, in contrast, ·~to the -~t.lc~,--Ph1;psopU.ecal ,-~ ,, ~ ' A~;-· I • ... • • '";·i .• .. - . - .. : 

of his' nature, ''4lie ·postiih~ in him• .... atill'3]~6ted.-b.t ~e :irea_1; 
rommt.ic moveme..Ylt as 1 t,. -f~und .mrprea~~ ~~ :t1:1e, -~ , "9 .• ~• 

. . . ~ . ' .. ·- - . 
Yet the %'01DalltJ.c · 111ong1Dg to~ .a .full..-· ¼a1~ at U(,11

~,. f.lle . . . . . 
P~ar.J.J.y· ·po~t.ic or aeathet:l..c -rouiait.l'c :r&a:t,ure- «:=O\\l4 nner. . 

.• • ,, ·. i . 

• .:. ... ~ _ ~:191 ~t-:nngp, 11~~ . l¾~~9htl4.,che.~~ut,~_ ~efer-
-.uar~ t P• uv5 .,..... ~. , .. :. : · , · ·. · · . .. · 

.· : 6m.JhellliDiltb . ~-b-· 22-~1:··~.-. ' . . .... v,. ~-llfztll'P- . " 
Wlater. .d,e -Gl"~er. blld co., ~ - ; ... ;a:.:r .•. : _ta~~-·- . 
den bet-clan poaz~ a~a'l;,.igan. lbie~~-41,e Scbld ....... ~uiicl 
aeine Geqeration· bestimteni .dle B.~o-,pbie lta\te• -~~~~• ~­
~ •sten ~•basc,o.c:11;_: c1t10:~•-•~• Jte• ub4 ~-~ . 
'tail belu~r.rsebt, 1Dld .:I.hr- EintlUfl~ aut,.itilil· ~ "1D ·-­
L~bcm . hmqlir.ch. 1i : "4ltboµsh 111.a criUdiiq . ~ ~-am&cla• 
8llc1. Brunner :ls not, ant:Lreli 84$ata OD ott&ar ~comtar:: eome­
liua· ;;-r ~ el.so hes tn:1.a· vaJJ.4 lnsi&tit •• ~ ~• intro-­
.duction~ to B. B. Warfield'·& book!'!!! ~Bpi.ration g Authority 
of the B:Lble., (Pbiladelpbia, , Tpe· Pres - er1an· and Retormed 
Pubfishing cuµipr.-nv, 1948)., be sees tbe relation of both men 
to Kant. . ~ · 

7 . ·. . . . . 
Rud;olph Otto, Religious Essays, P• _72. 
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'bmre ~ -to a new and _v.1-tal und~ of religion •. !he 

poup ·of poets nt ·v1ar wi~ convent.ion 6Jl4 &nt,egcmiet.ic to· 

the ti-a~ t4cmel.,, oirtho~~ toi'mul~tion~ . .. ~t .. b.o'th• pW.oeopb7,. 
• • ,. • •• • • ~- • .•• •• ' • • • ,I 

an4 tbeol.ogy, woUld nevEli- have pre~i~t;t14· !Ii great, rei:r~-
. .. !. : . . . ·. . : .. . 

gioua o~ moral revival.- · . ~t, best,, tbtW roµl;d baye "broup't . 
. . . 

. imagination to bell'l" upon· life, tumacl p~a• into poetf7, &Dd 

nakene.d the deeper hidd~ mAan:lng ~ ~~a •. ..S · Die reai.·.' . . . . . . . . 
task required· a deep]¥ rellgious .peraona1:l·v, a rel:lg:t,wa · 

snd moral. hero -who was given to th•• m sc&leiermscher.. B• 

~ he4 been influenced .,by ortbodo:q-~ Ia· the devout -.orl4 

of the· Uoravim .fratemi-ey.; bonvfdt, mi:~-his om a.ep . . 
reli~oei ty, be bsd come t;o a prof01Dl4 p1:~V, 8DCl to tile ·: 

existent,iaJ. and . imecli,at,e aper18DCi•' cif a peracmal. -~-- . 
· abip to Go~ ~at, far more thmi ~ alee; raiaecl -~ · 

. . 
hef:Cl sad shouJ.de1•s Qbova bis· \d:t.t.J ~ ~~, asaoolrate41. 

. . . . . i":" 
And ~at, is ·what. made him tbe traMDdbus. ·epiri tua1 at1mnJ;qs 

that. b~ was to the viscid· complflC8DCI' ot. !iia times. 

WJie atimul.ation to bis poetlc nat.uN was bowev81', ma­

&>ubtaaJ¥ also a sUmulu~ to bis ~o~ -ai·de. ·. l'or, £'t 

•~ mainl,y to his asaociatea in the, Barz ctrcl• tha't .ha 811-
; - . 

dress~·tbe mo.st impon~t, of bis ,a.-Jt ~, lttbfE Jb_·irl1-
., .g,4s 5 :.A9 Gebi~-d- ~ter ibNtp yer.aec1stpL ~ ID . ·. 
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spite ,of ~e close ·connecticm St:hlelermacba b~ with 

this circ:J.e, and in spite of tbe s.rm,pst.J)J he felt, for tbe 

roman-Uc spirit, as a t.heologt°m ~'1 p:ii~a~ber1 he found: . ,. . . .. . 
aomet,b,ing in them t.hat. waa. in;lm:lcal to lwll~ fbe. Reclen. : 
hoivev~, were not \"Tit~-·chi~ as a tli~J.ogl.caJ.. pol~e • 

ega:lnst. ;them, but, were -~a.tber ~iended ~ ~-oqse an UD(l~ 

at&ndi..~ in bis contempor.aries of that. .Ver¥ deep devotJ.ofl. 

Ylhich be had lee.med to lmow botb amcmg · the Koravtaie;- 6Dd. 
•. . 

auring h~a early years as a ~a:ter. ~• Reden a-e then 

Vflr3 DRlch conditJ.oned by those tp wh~ be writes, IV the· 

unique and complicated ~tellectual. ·· s1tuatton of his ~,1.0 

. :mo by his O\'Jn peculiar situa:tion as a theol.og:1.m. &mOD8 

· poets md 1-1hilosoi,bers. As a P8\ll. on Jlars. Billa he VI~ .. 

~ager t.o bring new depth f.llld life to tho~-~ who .were. not. ' 
. . ; . . . ~ . 
Uir~ in •'h~liger Stille der Got.~att.:•, . ~t who :recopizid 

• • • 1' • • • • • • ., • r • 

·• t,acred o~ i;he· •~uegen SprUecbe uneeri 'ietsan, Uim 

die h~lichan Dichtungen uns~ beD&tler • .,l1 Be teale 
. . 

respo~~bl.e for tbem, and because 'b"8,- fefPJ:J :1.n ever:, ~ -

their equal. as a "mode~ mm"·, be aeinmaa a baarile :f'.rolll 

~ -an, B'c;>\ pmopo~, .but fr01P •die· re~e-Jfow~tpod\. · 

~er -Natur,.n i'rem-·tM "Fe1;,\1$~~ a.-uta!, ~ ~at.~9J;t 
• :·· . . • ,· • , --- • . _, :,r.. . • ... : 

"meine Seel.a 1il -a.er Welt, bes"tillm-t.;1,uaa: ~-~ :• citm· ~~-. . ·• : .,_ . . . 
1~dolph Otto,· Rei.ip.ous !@sayi·• P• 73 • . . . 



17 

4ar .i~ .. l>i,D.-1a12 . He fel·~ ·at.. home 11l°.:the,.~~oao'1-• 'ad.me• 

and· &1:I:. ~t" bis times, ~~- wmted to :lml>9e t,hem Id.th . .a'-D&.'f 
• • > ~ .... • 

and deeper meaning. .:ipi\t, lil~m~:ag is the·· aeJis{tm of ~ch 
::. · . ._ .. 

"the B,dcm speak .so el~~uen~; .and 1n the .t<>llowins p-ea 
• I ' !:•• : •. • 

we eb~ ~tt.empt to show ·what. Sc't4e1.~~l1.- tbougbt this , .• 
' , 

Religion is, what its value, fJild bo1f it,. JQel' ·be obtained .~ 

Used by the devout per~on. 

Import.ant form underatfildil!J8 ·ot ~cbleietmacherta con­

ception of t11e nature of' Religion la· the aµbaid18l7' quest1Q'11 

what, is his conception of the· uature,Qf t}le UDiverae? !l'be 

Universe fol' ·scbleiermacher· is• so11etJi1ug more .than t.:be mere 
• • - ■ • ~ , · • • 

·ast.rcmomical phenomenon we u~ tb;h'!c• _of: Jbeb· we ~• ~• 

word. It is mor.e than··~ p•aical.",-ph~ -lld.cb, · ~.t,la,·:~:ta 

orders _and 1aws:, cm ·be made ·t11~ ··1~~t-~¢ -.o~,~ -~-ri9: , · 
~-.. • .• "i ! • ·/ •.•• : • : :. · -;: -~.: · ·.:· 

our scient.1fic appltestroii.. ~elermacber* e:·p1•v:e,a: ls · 

"1tbe "totali t¥ of being and beOC>illiDg, ·ot· nature -ancl histor., 

in whtC?b we are part:L¥ -:l;~ ·, · aa4· p·~ mast.era '1l&ti f0.188 

the cli·e:Ln. ul.3 Whis harmonious m4 ·~ertect, · art1at,1c:Q 

.organized syat~ ~ which= man i.s reia~.:la_ tbe-ob,1'ect ot- • 
~ . ... .. 

Re1·1g:ton~ end _our relation to 1~ in Relig:l,QD 1-, bound. up · · 

"With eacii of i:ts grout ·attributes. we are, ·how.ever,. 11,ever-
. . . 

-conceruec'i with oney on~ o"f them. ~~tis, ··•• do not bav.e 

Re~on when we, for instance, attune ourselves to the 
. . 

. .. 



J.8' 

great .mor&l. laws of the Universe.14 Hor do we have 11&118'011 

\Yhen we through oU:t~ 1·eason arr1.ve at, the esaent.ial cilv1m. tq 

of the Uni ver·se.15 l!."Ven our eontem,plation of the ba.mq ._ . 
. ; ·,. 

of neture ia not Religion, al.though ·1t wq, well be tbe · avea-

~bul.~ of ~e divine t,emp.1:e. nl6,. Aa · he ~-Sl;s "•1- so •-· · . . ... . 
aber siauot. das jene Freu<1t1 • cle1! ifa"t;.µr.1 -:.we1che.: so-•ei• :. .-. . . . - . 
dafuer ·mipriesen, die webre Z!eligioeae ad. n.l? :ilei t,nj~ ie 

. . 
that mere aYle and majesty \mi~ W, experience. when we OOD-

t~l~~e th~ Universe lUiligion.18 itt •:l~ :tJue that .!ti)de . 
. ' 

av:e is one of Religio~• a first elaaanta, but. 1 t :I.a no:t. it­

self' lteligion1 no2" does it, hay& tbe po~er to awaken the -. 

religious consciousr1ess.19 Wbesa things ~ al1 a pet. -~ -. . . .. 

our raUonaJ. scient.ific ~elo:tiOD to· the-Universe, of our . . ,. • .. 

understmding ot its nature 6Dc1 i ta · 1a,1J~ 

Just as li.ttle as we "find Rel.ig;l~ 1P, the~ aci~tuia: • 

approach w tile Un:Lve1·se aa tbe ob~ecT. of_.our "aaon' so 

littJ.e do vie find it \~il~ ,re make the Univer~e the obJect, 

of our p~act.ical mor&l. will., Tbe moral p~leaophera wbo 
. ' 

conteoplate the moral order of tba· UDiv~se do not bave 
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Rellgi~ any more then the metapbysician :*o -claasttiea, . . 
41v.ldes it into ·essences," .. _~~ deduces th~ neceaeity '1,f Go4 

't'iom th·e reality of the \,Bi-id end its la~.so As O he a~•==. 
. . .. . : ~ ." : 1:$.: . ··,.=-~;.~).:'I· . ;. __ : ~ 
.•so. f'olgert mich nicht dai'mis, dus die ~ort¢1scbe wait cl&f" . 
Univm·aum··~er Religi6n ae11· vielmehi- waa{ ~~:c1ieae· in EUr·em 

,beachreankten Sinne gilt, :h"ereus I wuerden -~~ gar .amg . . . 
rel:l.gio:esen Uegungen en~idc.kol~. ,,m. ·Tb~_' ~ iv~ae,, to-~ -:· : . 

• . . !~•·.. . . ;r • 

knomi" a~· all, , end t.his mu~t -be undm~acor~ci,~~o_'fl an 1mcler- · · 

etatiding of SchJ.eieruu.:char, mt.1st bf: Imo~ --r~:i.g:touaq. What, 

he is trying to get at is a description 9f wbat. Rudolph . . . . . .. .. . 
Ot.to cells the 11t"aculty or eapscitq of ~eep~ ~•oroecl cqn-

. . ".-
templ6tion 1.•lhen conf'ronteq by the vast, · 1.1v1Dg-totral41:J rm. 

real.if.¥ of things as · it ·is in ·na~e and histol'7.n22 Whenever . . . 
a m.1nd .is exposed in a "spi1•i t of 'ebsorbecl 81lbmisaion1123 to · 

imp~essions of the ·universe it exp~rielic.~~:-8?• iDmecli&t.e •'· 
• .,. • : . r 

religious int-ait.ion o:r somet.hing that is, . as it. were, 11a 
. . . ." . a& . 

ah~er overplua, iii addit.1on to ampir.l'cel· ~&Uf¥ •. " It is 

the intuition · "Anschauq)·· of the non~ ia_ tbe eli, mid ~ 
all in the one. 11 I:t. is the ·exper.l.ence ·gt- tbe im,,por&J. 1D 

20:tbid., P• 42. 
21.ibid., Po 101. 

~lPII mi&, .mg~ .m:·.1il!I~ t~ IV" 
J. w. Janey . (i.ondona- o lliiv~••• ISM6), P• 150• 

~ 
~ 
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the et.~al .ana 'the -ete:ma;L in e".rery. temporal. "t,hq. He U7•• 
J : ; • • • • • \ • •• - _.. • • • .. 

Die , Bet.l"~cht.ung deri .. f'rommen . 1st nur .. 4ai -~ttel.'lifiN 
Bewuszt~ein ·vop d- -~~einen·Sejz,;1c0,tu· ancJJ1chm 

·, 1m un~dlichen m1~ du_rch dad unencll:(911~,= .all.es ·-zei~ · 
lichctn iJq GWigau und- .durcb du avdge~-.'."· m.aaes auchilD~ . 

. und "f'inden ~ all~ ----~ lebt und al;cb· regt,: Ul}d· 4&&,~:.:. I 

-~ebeµ~ .~el:t,s~-ip ~t;:teJ.b~en .. 8efu,'11iil:.,nur .. hf:&bea. ufiA·-' .. 
kennen ol.s · dieses S0:in; -das 1st RellglQJi~ · · · · 

Ti'ti~: £eli~i.'on is 11Sinn. ~~~ ~es'~~ct-~~/~~ Un~dliche, na&_· 
. . . . ·._. .--~~ :;- · .. 

· It :ls the synt.h~sis of' t,lle ratiarial ~q. 'J;lic>Nl,1. eil.•ei:tbs of. 

lmowJ.edge~ pl.us .a t.bii-d, -~xperienc~; -w111i: trmisc~ th.;. . 
botJl. These tJiree are dif!:fereilt., l;mt 1De~ar~e." 

·When we-.h ave suid-th~t R~on is iDtuJ:Ucm ·of the .-·. 
' -- . . . . -

Universe, v,e b&ve not completaq ~reacbed .. 1:t,a nature • . · · - . .._. -. . . -
Scb1eie1•macher deals :V1ith the problem•o:f'··li.01,-n intuit.. the -

. : .. . . • . ·-=:\ • • • . • 

Universe by ·analog.y to ~art. processe~'. ~, ·_lc:JlcnrleQEi.· :~••· 
we sa;, ·that, we knov~ aom~thing, .. t11~re 1-s -~:~~~et:ticm ,between _· 

the s~se vihich .perceives- and -its ·o'bciect.:. -.~ere· 1~ il;.~•'t . 

wb~ the two "fl.~ io°ge-tai~r- mid~ b"e~ome~:~~~- -our consoio~ :·. 

· ~e.~~ b~foi'e they separ~te~ mt~ ~tum ·to ~~~ · ~hal. state. nffl 

Th~a f'ac~;; or event. of c_~gm. tion, ~S· ·1:.1:i~ preserv:ed in our 

con~cil.Otisness. · The mom~ we reflect- on· ·ft,;; it. becamea: 't11o. 

elma~~,- one f'o~ a pi cture of' ~e .ob~ect,,. :the ~tb~ --
. . ' . . 

pen~e.ti:ng om- .conscio'lisness· Bild ·mreitanl,is· a f'••1·1ns.· 0m' 
■ • • ■ • • • • • 

, -............ . 

~.:··p. ~ . . · 
. ~i,1~~-.p •. 46. . .,_. _ _. . . 
~Yl.l.lii=eJ.m Dil tbq ~ t,ebeg. pbleieniff~:h!Elt·-p..- 3tO • · -. . . . . . . . . .. 
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intuition of the lJn1 verse ls malogoua :t.o tllis. Aa we• con~ 

templfjte · the Universe~ there is a ~ent when .our consc:.tous­

. D988 ,i~l.O\VS "t:,>getller.11 v.ith .1 t~. ~. Scbli:1-Ei°~~cber ·BV.St . in 
• • ... .£ : ,, .. • • • • •• • . ~ ~ ...... 

tbet mom~t, n1;ch liege- mr BUs·en d'er tllebdlicqen Wel.:t; JQh 

b~ in ·cliesem /:.ugenblick ihr~ Seale, 4ehi{tch fu~e elJ.e. 

:I.bro ~flefte und ihr iiilierllches· Leb~J,;. I~~epwably
0 

.1~~94 

\\'i th :the intuited moment of consc:lousziess ~•is t,~en t.be power-. . . . . . . . . . · .... 
ful. ~efuehl gegenueber dem unendllcben. I\ Both "tjhe intu~.;. . . 

tion and its concom1 tent feeling m&ke Beligion.. ·percep"tioa· . '\ . . 
is the tool.1 and expe1·ience is th·e spontm~ous _aide ot kilo~· 

. :. ~ .. . 
ledge in Vlhich fi:a:i. te man becomes a p62·t1dpait 1n t.he infini:te . . 

ete~al. Universe.28 

. It would seem, then,. that .the .pasaiv•· 11\Y'&t.ic \1bo con~. . 
• • • • • l • 

template~ th~ nature o"f · the Uni verse in' ~tjl · 1J!,18J)Jakabl~. · 

gran~r., :::-nd in its inexp·Ucsble mor&l order, ~d.J:i even:tai&ll¥ . .,, . . . . . . . 
~Ve. at, the experience of- tbe ~$e·1- or. :tile DV,"atiC ~ . . . . 
JJIUDion :with the none and the .AJ.ln.- Bqt this 1~ rl~t, so~ 9&a 

re]4g:1.ous ~p~rienee of t.he nature· of the ~v~~e is not:-: 

m-~~el.¥ an_._ experien~e of 1 t.s be~ng, nor- does th~ ·~ d · •• 

U'ni;.ers·e FC>du~e th-e exp~rieace~ :aatber, . the ut1i'Vers'~· reveal.a 

it.self, to tl°le reJ.i.gioug COD~~iOUSD888 \JY its "litciialn11
t ita . . . . 

ac~~. :UPOll . t~a reli~~~~j.~ -#.1 ec-t.··· ·_ .. I • 

. , 'Eu~-· ~fu~ ~ so f~i!I ·e~ Eli.-, m,d <lt~ .A11 ,=tn~ .. 
·•chaf'~qho:s Se;in w:i~ 'Leben wf ~- -bescbria en• 

. . · '\Y.eiaa ausd:rUeckt ·in so tern· Ihr tie . eimefl11 · . . .. t . 

. i~ente. deseeiben babl; al·& $ -~• ·Go.ii~ ~ ~~ · -: . . 
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a2 
vermi ttel:t dul•ch d~ wirlamg ·der w~t :,ut Jucb, dies 
:L:st EUre li'roeumtigkeit, ~ ,,aa einaal.D ala 1D dieae 
lied.he geltoerig b~rvort.rJ. t.t, dss slri4.'nicht· Ji;lire .Brkamt.­
~iijee oder die ~eg~ataende. EUrer ~~:t~m.sz, Well 
J'iicht Eure Werke: utici HaidlUDgen 04et .,~e veracb.ie411pe.n . 
G~biete EUres H~delna,--sonder.n: le~-:l;cb BUre ptpf'm-. 
dungGl;1 sind ~s, und. die mit..i~· ~~arm,nhaangebd~- . 
un~ sie-bed:l.ngenden Einwirkm!Sen me&-lebQidig,m ~-
und. beweglichen um· Eucb her aud micli. ~ .. . . ... . 

lfe see then, ·t.hat ow:- ~;erience of t.he·_tJn:Lv~e d.CJes 1101i _c 
• .. • • •• I • .. 

tak~ ¼'>l c e as a re:;ul. t of OU,J9 con:t.empl~tion of it9 B&f,b~1 - ' ~ 

"da~-Universum bil:de't sich aelbst seine Betracl;itei- und :ee-" = 

.wunder.er •. 1130 In thia, tl'le Redlin are 
0

8 p~lemic MEd.Dst tl;I..:' . . . 
world-view which pJ.eces man E.iDd his es1i~ent1al. wo:rld in 

the center of t,.'1-ie \1%µ. vei•se~ 
• I,; 

. 'l'be P1:0'blei:~ with \'lhi_ch Schleierine.~er haa to 4-81. ill.'.,:~ 

_bis conce9t,:lon of tl1e Universe is- to keep: 1?1e ~ --~ . , . ... . 

being determined or· limited by ~ "loral. tb1):Jgsi ··abd-yet._) .o : . . . 
make ~t, 'possibJ.G to gras;P t.be ~ "e~epc.e ~~;_ tli~ eteritex .#i) ~n• =·· · 

. t,emporeJ. thing. The· m~bl'~c4~·.lfald;a·.~ ·-tile· l@ei1 •ul~ . • · ;· 

8$81D to be th:: ~e.nence of the·. endies~• -tli .. --~ ern14· In "the . 
• • ' I 

tanpo1:aJ.. In. "ttll:lt, the temporal i _s rec91VEd. as a maid.f'q1f8.Ucm 

. Qf t.lii/ d:lv.tne, and ·1n ~at tbe eternal . ~s- preaent. :lil ~~vi­

clu~ -~gs,, Sch1ei~c:~c• s pbiloaop~; -ia related ~ that 
< • 

. S,Pin~za and Shaftesb~. 31 God appears as the tU>emumte 

~bar Dicht, def:inierte Groesze, -ala eiD X, ala de& ~ 0••-.. . . . 

~,·P• M. 

~ 
~lhelm-DUtbq,. Lebag "Sc)Jei.;.ach!Ef• P• 3'1. . . ... . . -. . 
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•r,<,b·,r! ·~·, 32 13'3·' not .ditte~~tfateµ #-om tJie ~• ... d tit• 

iJn:t~•!l-• · Re. seems ~o. )?e· .en ~an~'tel_.~~ri:o~:te.· . 
t'bi~, -~~ •·~il.thay cau•~ions, ·•howev~t ~a~-DQ.t. ... . ~ento~ 

• 'S. • • 

in. the ·~O?se of Spinoz~• a pailth~~tltlc inD-~~••·~ · l'he: . -

1iemP~f6l. ·ald, the t'ini·~e~ ~tmd . in -~ apa~~U~:_·im4 recip~ 

cal relationab:tp ·to ot}iei•· .. f'i'Qi te things, and. ere 4~84 
• " .. 1' •• 

~ . . 
· and limited by t,hem. The EtJmal.,. ·tbe I~ite, ~Qnv_.1.:. ,· 

- : • - • .... • ■ 

is not. onJ.¥ not. .dete~:ned :Ln sp~ce· .end Uraej·.~t: ia ~ ~---. 

negation ·of' all detezminaUon .~d ttm1~34· ~• real differ.ezic:e . . . 

bet.ween Schleiermacb,er -aid· Spinoza.is sein."more cl:eer~. ill . . . .. 

that · Schl.elermacl1er reillzea that. :the ·ess,an~fl. .nature of 

Rel.igioua truth c~r,ot be rec:m.ved tlir<>ush pW.oaophiJ:al. . .. . . .. . 

concepts, no-:r be complete].y' contain~ iJ1 1:bem;,. . SPirft, · · . 

1ove, and m1ders·tmding are the thing$ ~ch s-,&ll1' brj,Jjg-. . . 
abol.L"t 'true kr?,owledge. Th0se viho believe tb&t. thq .ca at,. 

tain: t,o highest ~t.h thro~ metq,~cal_ &P~!ltiOD. ·are 

<loomed :to· f'~:l·lure.. Me~irlg mid~ are-pre88Dt. iD the . 

'vn,:!.verae because the Universe is -~il'it.ual~ -4 vm-ka· :ID•- . 

living spiritual. ti.a:,,. J 

· . · • The next considaraUon :Ls: t.bat of t.he fm;lct.ioa of · . . . . . 
. tbeo1ogy in the. nauw~ .QDd cou,apoaitiOD of BelJ8iC?D• AS ·~• . . . . 
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have seen, R~gion as intuition. 611d fe!!lmK is evoked b.r 
.. . ··- . 

tbe opere.t.ion of the totality· of the Universe on mm•a· reli-

,l'!o~a .consciousness.. It must be said et:~e outset, however, 

that Schle!erri.lSCher be1ieves that the d~dr~ to pmetrate · . . . . 
·"t,eyotld t,be moment of intilitd.on often. :ter:.&{ us to --•th1:ng 

which ia not 3)Ul"e Rel-:Lg!~n EiTQ"AllOr,e; bu:t;. wants :somehow to ·be­
come· science. 35 The will to &r.f'ine, to expound md concep- · 

. . 
tuol.ize Religion through our ref'lect.:l.on on tbe rel;Jsioua • 

. . 
iil~t.ion .itself, inevitab:q·ieads to a~-- idell:t.:lfl~cm . 

of' P.eliglon w1 th ot1r ,s :eoot. fac:te concept.tone 8Dc1 prop~tJ(.-,; . . 
tions. such conceptualizing, · as Scblei~acber Diain~ns 

1eed8 :in~vi tably to quarrel.1ng over C:OllC?~ti~e _ _ JJpr.etf.~~ 
aometifaee, t,lleoretical al.wets· • when neither· belongs to tb.e . . . . . 

easenct> of· P~ig.ton ... ~ we may ret'lect · on our· axperi~-ce, . . . 
but we· ehoul.d !'..ot forget, tbat. our reflec:t1on· ad· ~ta~ ..... 

are not themtie1ves either Rel1g1on or ·.-erience. Bevart.lle­

le~s, · ~ur _1n~"tions do.-'!tt~sum~ sli~e· in· deftllt~. ~ropoa1t.iOlia . . . 
and atatement.s·, c~ahie of -~ ··~erta:1n:groping tai111Ql1:~tt-,·• -
~~i are ·to be clistinguishe4 ~ ~;t..;ntilf-~~-?~logical. . ... 
proposi t:tons by their "'h_ee and merely- ~elt., ~ot, reas~. 

cbtirec~r. w1n 'l'bey ar.e groping "1nt1mat.iona ot meam:rc.a 
. ; -. 

36cf. p·~cu1sr1:7 tbe Second Piscourse 1D Ula .!!41!!• 

. . .. . 

~, P•· 66.· ,/ 
37

~4oli)~ ,G~~- Wfle: • · !Jt. 'llt iJ~bw P.• ~- . · 
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tigurE&U vely Eapprehended-.:... Dae_y camot be used. aa clear 

cut doctriDal proposi tiolis., llatural. reUgion1 Pmthei•·• 

and Deism paake t,bis mis1i.ake.39 As an il.Dnltable nault. ot . 
: ? · • • " 

tbia mistake, Scb1e1e~~-- malntrB1ila-~t •cU• aopnwmte 

natuerllche liel.igion 1,i.t:" gewoebnlich ao .. $8811Cb11ttm UDi1 . . . . 

hat ao met,apbysische und · moral:l.scbe lllaqierm, c1aaa aui .. irta1g 

VOD ":• eigen'tlicban Cbarakter 4ar Beligion 4urabacbl1,,;,,em 

1aeszt. n40 Or, as be aeys in mother place, ·•claim all• 

d:leee Saetze sind nicbt anders· &ls 488 Bes,lt.at. Jmer Bevach­

tung 4EJs. Ge:fuebls, .1ener _vergleicb8D4en.:~etldi.OD· 4ara~bar1 

von welcbem wir scbon gere4et habm.-41:·_in the J.aat. m~ai• 

no 11int.ellectual 4iasect.1on or JuotU:Lc&:tl,OD ot IIUCb. 1Dtul-

tion iap possible, nor indeed shoulcl _it be. attempW, ror the 

essence most, pe~ar to tt would be c1e.stroJecl t1i...iw.a42 

:eut, if' the theologians cmmot. _pv~·- ua • adequate . . . 
atatahent aa to the ~•-: •liature · ot ReJ ·:i.giqn1 how do wti at,. . ., _. .. 
tain to the revelat,io~ . of the .• 1r1ta61 mature ot 't11e Utd-

verad Here Scbl.eienaacher 11111at. CeiD apuk b7 malog. Be 

attaapta to mawer the _quest.ion i,.r giYlng. •811>1•• ot a 
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bigher · n -w-,, •and ul.timste ~•terioua, eollllllo puJPOaivenesa,.­

'- .of llbf.c:11 \fe have a prescient intim&t.1on.,n43 He ma1Dtaina 

tbat we mus'b be alert f'or revel.at.ion -wh~er aD4 dumever . . .. 
1 t ~ choose ~ · reve~> itself, v.hether ~ the p'IQ'aical • 

universe with its ord~s; ·end lawa,-41 OI' :l.n: hiatol7; !11 4:Lea• 

Wand~en durch das g~ze Gebiet der·k•·~cbbeit.,."i or-la 
•die 14enachhei t; n46 but part1cuiar1t i; -~~~r,:, fer •ge~•• . . 

hebt· Religion mit Geacbicht, an, und endigt mit :1:br.-'7 · · 

Revel.ation 1s each priJDar.y ond new sharing_ of. the Uni'Yerse 

and 1 ts inner life wl. t.h that of mm.. I:t,. is •the :Jinterac'tlcm 

bet-ween tbe 11going in" of the, wrl4 ill to men tbJ'OU8b con"MID-. . 

plation and feeling, md· tbe •atepp;tng ?ii, _of· men. into tbe . 

world through 1'HanC.Uung und ~1c1ung.:n . -~~ this re880D· a .:" 

wri tt,en revel.ation in Ho:q scrip:tairea :ls· not the pruJlll7 

· _ thing. Prophecy and v;ri ti.en propoaittona ere not •--•lvea 
reveJ.aUon but are the subsequent apreaaioa 1D woi,ja· 8114 

concepts of e. religious :intulU~. And -~or tbla raaaon, "Dlcht 

~.-4er hat :Religion der 8D: eine· H~l:lg• s~ft glaubt.,, ecm4enl 

n~ ~, we1cher sie lebencUg und. unmittelblir' verat$t, UD4 
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:Darer 4aher fuer ai·cb alleiD GU~ 81 leichteata mtbebNID 

lmeimt.e• . .,48 It. is :lD ~e histbrl:cat p~ceu that. •• eo11e. 

to the full revelet.ion·: of rel.isioua tiu~,-: '~d ill ae b.ta­

~riclO.· moment part1cul4"11'. . . . . . .. : . . ,~ · -· .. 

Icli Jd.ll Euc:ti gl.e1c;ha• ~ deln. GO.lit,}~ 'ldadl -~- · .: ~ 
worden 1st, binft\eliren1 Icb wlli ~ ·-c11e Belig:L'1D · ~ 
zeigm vde sie sicb ihrer tlneruil:1 cbteit antGiluHet-t; . 
hat, lllld in oft, duerttiger Geatelt ·uter ci•· Jlemic:hm 
erscbi:enen _:lst,1t. :lD ·den RaJ1g:toa• .. eoll.t. Dar die Beltglc 
entdecken. 49 ' · · · · 

In the b:iatory of God becaille f':i.esh we behold· Go41 a Uld.~ 

reve1ct.ion of Iiimselt to men. 

Al.though Schl.el~acher 1Ds1sted that ·a adilqua-te 

statement or the reHl. •na~ of tia.- ;ret1·g1 .. ·111tu1Uoni, · · · 
. . 

and therefore of the netJJre ot reiiglon l~alt, ~ul.d D9!V 

be made, as a theologlm and preacher be."11avertbeled8 cUa 

attempt to give and articulat.e· dolu\f~~ to· tbe probl•-~ 

~is became necea~m-y end pos~bie . tor 1:if~ 1D b1a· i~ter . 
.. ,. . 

7e·ara b·ecwse of his actual a1'tacimnm't. to 'Ula ebriaUm 
.. ' . . . . 

congregation, as the rep].ar pzieacher &t th• Um.verait, r ~ 

Bell·a, and ~f !J.'r:lmt,¥ ~urcb 1n -~• ~los,1 he ·tel~· · 
is ~separab~ tiounc1 to end p-owa out. of t,be lite ~ tlie 

~ch, ou'li of tbe sociev, ·or eoam,mt,,m of belinera llho . . .. . . . . -
laa.,re aa tbe~ ~ posaeiJ~on the. p:l.et, ~ tile CbriaU~ 

. . .. 

~. p~ iio .. 
~ : . P• a&&. 

I • 

: • * 
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ta:ltb • .. :· In o:rder to SiV:e~. ex,relision to tbis comon posae~ . ' 
aion ~cbieiermac'J;ler ~ad -~ undertake the problem. of the . . 

• • • r 

poaeiblµ t,y ··Of a dogmat4c -theology~ B.- h.84, "honvel!, to. :re-, 
- . ·-

1ate bis. dogmatics to his coil~epflon Of: k,_iJigtftll aa :l.ntui 1;,;I.OD . . . 
• • • - -· ·J:. - •• • 

and :reeling es he had .exp.oundea. .it. iii ~• 114,m;-.: a♦ ~b-· 
• • • " ' r. 

. 18Ql as ~t, found res'f,a~iiut in: tiie~·--·~•f:111!\YJll .• ~-.:._- : .. : 
bgh 41!1. Gr'llndsaat.zen .4!£ mr@Pt@ll@~.--Kir#\a~~ tiei'f. ~-:· · 
- p~ge~tellt. was ·tb~ ·:t.o give· ~CQ1ate .• ..J.~ -;; · .. ~ . -- . .. . .. 
Chriatf.&n proposit.iODS Of faith, ·or ce>Jlll'8h8Dai~D ·ot· tb. 
Chria~m pious states of m~d ~~iiaeci in word»:~• an4 ·w· 
relate that expre~sion to the contempQrmif Chri•~&n 091181'8-

gat.ion-., 61 Ho vi ewe¢" the ChriBt.1'8 1DCPeri.ilDce !Ill eam•th1,__ · 

poai:t.1.~el1" given~ md the t.lieoiogi~-1,-. ta~:-• _thart. ot ~v.l.Ds 
. . , -

:tram this experience whatrier doctr!nal ~~tailt coi:114 tie .tQUD4 .. 
1n i t.,62 AB in the Baden, S~eiermacbar ~~ 'fd,shacl ·to 

• """ ., •• T} • •/• ... • •• • • • • • ., ••· • ,. ~ • -•· 

abow that Beligion is not, dep"1daa~·• ~~• ethical C9JL~. 

. Biclel"ations, ~ -or 
0

0D OrtbOdoX clogmatict 811 -~ri~ ~ 
~ . . . 

. -.. 
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ad.tio~JJ ·iJ,ot :l.nvolv~d -~ ~:1at1flP. experi.eltc,e1 tor ita . 
•. -:· . : ~ . . 63 .• •- . 

v~dat,ion. . M '~ :~e a~t~-. ·. :_. . \ .. _. .,. . . 
Die ;f.i'.r0emmigkeit,··N1~cbe die Basta~'jaii:er Jd.rCblicha:= 
~einscbaf't aum;a~t,,_ 1st r-,111 · •~~i14 bett.acbt.it; . 

· . · \Te.der ein Vlissen ~ocl}; -1.n. !rlm;-~,rsi- e1D --~- . 
~~1~_-das· ~fuehls<-,oder, ~ ~:t~l>,~ selbat ~ .· · 
-•sztse:I.Do 54. • .:!-: , '" • • = · · ~~ .. ·, i•..- • -
UY . • ·:"' : • •• • . •. :• - • •. -. ••. 

Bl1t t21~··essen-ce,•of' .tb:11i=-iee1ing, J,i.· .1ml~~~_:::-~~,-s11(·=~ ; .. _ . ·-: ·: .. : ·: . . . . . ..~t-~~ ~: ·.. -.. ·-: .. -. ·.. .,. 
"4aaz -~dr·· unser se.lbst_' :~~ scb1ecll~iii. =~~~81--.0~:~~ :. · -~ 

&:.sselbe _segen w111,' al:s. in Bezt,e'hung Jt:.ao\t b.i-'· at:pd...66 
• I, · - - • • !'·: • • 

:tt W\)ul~--.se~, as Rµdo~}i. .. ~tto· polnis· o~;~ that 1'8· co~.--~~ 
- : ,,.,1 ·· . ;.-·.- . , ·= 

:th.e very_ ,fa.ct of God :~ ~:the reaµl:t ·ot ·m~·-~~ .. f -~tta11.'ti_i_,_ ., 
• :' .. : ·. ~:- ,;..\~:. . • • j ':' ." .-:-;.i:":... . • . . - . • - • 

by reasomng 1tO •a c-~s:• •:bey~~ our.selT~ _ .• :; ·acc:9\.&D"t :ror. ~•. L 

· feeliJJg. Gf dependence th~t, we have.:~· sei-el.NS, 1t. .1a . . . 

o,g grent importance to know how scb.1el~'bv ·def:lm.~ -:.- . 
. ..- : - :-.. : ~ :-··~ .. -

equat,ea this· basic ~ee;Lirig ot ab~ute ~pitQdence ~tb )JeJDg · 

1n relat.ion to' God. •Implici t.Jy,,. at; .ieiui.t, this :le· ·an -mvanc•· . . . 

beyond his former-view. .. . In tbe lf4E•• ~• :Jla4 mst,tad OD 

the comp1ete &UtotlomJ' of. tile _-religious: ~¢-ce; --. . 

epet .from any idea 9f : ~•· buti :ln th~ .«t,+,n•1@£!• •h• . ~ 
• .,, - -. • • •"l" .... •• .<- • • - • • • • • • -· #:: . .... . . • 

t,bat God' means . t,b; ~~~~ ~f '~ , :i'ee~i;.ive ·.-a. active tilil• .. • .. r"" .,,. -· . 
.,t&JJce,._.n67 · or as UackiDto*, att.lrma,. :ln ~th~ place;· ."in-· 
•- • •,· • • •. 1 . •.• ,..ir ' •. · • • . ..~. . .... 

,, .. • . .. . . . ···- ·-· ·. . · . . 

~D:ll:~~ , ·. •· .. j;l ~~ ~-- p~ .· 608 •. 
~aubens1ebN,· iii:., 40. · · 
65 • I 

· : . · ~' par;.s 41.: _-· 
~ . . . 

~d()lph ·otto1 .1)1~: Jde~· sf. li!9 ·~· P• · i:e. 
6711ackiuto~, Tw.es~ sf Mgdal'p pao1og, P• 61 • 

. ,,. ; . 

' . 
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~da,llent.al intent.ion?· h~ is not. '&r8UiDB:-:trai a empirJ.-
) T • 

a~ :~sc<!vered feeling of' absolute c1ap-4cce on Go.4 to 

God it~· source and causr.:'i. in that .feel~·-•• gi:up God i•,.: 

.(Ii.rec~ as the •\'lhenc~:, ~-~f' all -a.~---; •.:-: 
, t ,• . • • .. • • 

fll·e· feeiing of' ab~ J.ute dependenceji )\O'r!8V81't b8COlll8~ 

tbe principle on wb.icb .th• :d.o~:Ucs: :(~~~ed. He ~a~ -
.,. . -~- . '. . . . . :•~~-.... -: -

tbi.s princip1e in three· wayai i) he reflects on th• cJevout . . . ~ . _,,_; ---~, •. . . .. . . 
feeling i'tsel.f in so far as it. expreua@'.the NlaUonah1p. :· . 

of tlui world and God, 2') he ~ecta· oni:~ :ancl ~ae of bt,a 
' . .. . . 

att,ributes. which rel.ut.e . '\;8 the p,iou, ~ebnaciowmeaa ~ - . . . 
so fer as 1 t expresses the relaUonatiip: ~ .God to the 119r.id, 

t • • 

3) he ref'lec'ts on the world and ·itl} cre~e·• wbich 1a ~ . . 
-um~ted in "the pious selfconaciowmeaa !n···ao tar ea· thia .-. 

. . . •' : 86 . 
presses tbe conrnon relation to God encl tbe worJ,4. tlldq . :..,,,,• 

these three retlac'tti()Jl- he t.rea,s tlie clac~•a o.t crea~on 
md prea~ation, the omnipotence, Ollll4~~•cta, 'md CIPll1~ ,. 

preaence Qf God, snd the or!ginal .. per:f'~1,lon of IIIO ~d ~ 
-,orl4t Since all of the fo~ing .are 1,re&tecl OD 'Ule baai·a 

• I • • .:; 

of tbe fe~ ot abao~te depa:i&mca, ti~ peraon of ~ · 
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. . .. 

c10es _nji:t, :appear. !!:he seqond major por:t:t:on ot: the &>gmatice 
." • 1#,: • t j· • 

4eal.s \\ia th :the knowledge of sin and srat:•.: flle seconcl. eec'tlcm .. . -- . . . . ' ... . . . ~./: . - . . . . : : 
of' },thef ·second major por:t.-1:on of -his wort .. :beats the, doctrine 
. . r .. : . -... :/·.~-,,.. . . . . -~-: ~ . . .. -··~ . 

of Chm~t~. this 1s·, hov,Etver,. not t,o be vtewed aa .an iD(ll~ 

Uon ~~- :t;ne emp~asis, ~~ .--~ack of it-, wJ:t ff.ifle p-lac~s on ·--=: . ···•: . 
J •• .. • " 

tb¢ do~~ine. : : : . ~:· ; 
•• JI ..... :.·" -~ - • -

,, The DQgmat.ics is t'then an. exposit.ton o~ Cliria.tian pious. - -. . . . .. . . . ~ : . . --

,. eelitigs expressed in words. f:letw is· DQ~ . ~e f'unet4QD. « 
the kp~ f'acuiv, f~r ~1w. s•at .~s .iw1~;th- intellect,, 

.- :s.•• I •• -

nor 1n the will, but in feeling. · i'bls t,,e'11ng :I.a is n h!IV• . . .... . . ........... .. .. 

·seen the f'Jteling of' 11absolhte dep,-id•ccf c»i'lb.h"· AS au., . . :! ·- - . .. 

it, :I.a not. a f'eeling of freedom,· or mer~ of ril.U:ve de--·. . 

pendence towm-d the world end finite· tb!hgs, but,·· 88· 'Ile aqe1 
• .. • • ). • • • • -··i:. . .. .. 

. Ip .j~dem Ch~atl.i~~:f'W~-~ ~~lb~ztsepi_ -~ . 
::tmmer sch~ vorauageaet,zj, 1iDd .1,t,3 ~~: well ~ : .-

.. . ~1:t,- enthALten, .a81!1 .. 11Q µnrnitte~b~en .. ~s:tbtJ,UJIJ~eiil .-•. 
-:itch-.. Scb1echtbm •• a\m9ensiB tirldi, ~w . 41• einz:lp __ 
w,e1s, w:Le im._allganemeµ ~ ~•. Se~ uq4 ~ ~~&7 
licbe. Sein_ GOtt,es 1ua Selbstb81111ist:iieiJI•. mnea aaiD kama. 

This· principl.e is tb'en-.rttlated. to tae daptiine of ~&~on~ 
~!-· . - • =-~· . . • 

· fte o~ of' the v.-or-1<1 is dep·enaent m·God. · 804' ~ crea1i,iOJJ 
r J - • • "'f ": • • • :. •. " ,. • •-•• • :, 

o~ 1-be·· world, h~wever• :l:s not. in · erq sen~e- c'()lllpar~e ... to. ~ 

f-.hi~ in wh;lch men CN~te, no:. is it -io-~ thoupt o~ .it11 
-=· 

r~eranc·e ~ t:1me.~ P.brtbu-,· -~9 -·M o~ .:e~-coDS.ci~aa · 
IJ... ~ • • • - - ·... .• • .. • 

as ~lut.~ 4ep,inaen~li,'.:~~tnc:lae~. w.Ltb t.btt: ~~ of 41~ -~ 

.... . 
~Gl;eubans1ebre. p~. --144, . .. 
!zb10.. , p~. -1.'68!'9 -. 
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sarvat:1,on. 69 -Concerning the attrlbu~s. ot · Go41 they 1:11"8 

not· to be ~sed as deecriblng hie esseuce,..bat, cml1' as a . 
=. -~ .. ,• <. • • 

4ea~i>t.:lon of the· particular tom tn ~ _icb.. th6 lfeeJ ,,., or 

absolute ·depende11ce 1( related to Bim.eQ· ·-•• ~ att.ribute 

refera1>1e t:o Go~ is hi~ "Ursaechllchkei-~~-~ l1lllb ia1 B~. ia . .:. . ~ . 

the immenent r:ause of the world. • . , 
: ... 

The tmique character of Cbrlst,f;sn ~~&Ii' '-• that.1 
_, 

Das Christentum 1st eine ·• teleol.ogtech~ Rl~btuapi& . 
a.er Fzt<'l~:lgku t imgelloem. monotbei~acha QJ.aaballa­
weise und untershceidet. eich cou 6Dderen. aolchaa weaant­
lich dadu1•ch, daaz alles deraal.ban .b~sopn ~ tie 
-durch Jesum von Nazareth· vollbrachte Brloeeung. 

~st aa the Redeemer of' all. man is 41aUDct trcm &ll 1119Dti 

Si.Dee He is in no way in need at r~tion1 Ke is to N 

disUnguisbed from ell men as possessing ~v• lkl~- · : 

from. hia _b:f.l'th. 63 · F,ach Chriatim has 1D 1D -biuelt the . ·. 
Cerliainv. th&t there i& DO other :f'01'11 Ot pertiolp&.t.iC:81 in . . \ 

the Chr1ati_ari: ~ornmnnion ~• tbroUgh f'•~ 1D ~at ~ --~ , 

Redeaaer, and tba~ h:l.s p'ietf' coul~ take no ~ther~ ~ . ~~- : 
that. 64 The Christian :I.a ·aon~oua ot a1D u tiai":

1
aepara\1.m 
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. ot DJ&ii)~ God~ Sin ·1,; ,.:thq. pfe4ominmce··iat the "tleah over 
'"•' ! • I -~ "' '"' • • 

the . sili~it, and is a c.vndi tiotl cOJDDIOD· t:o'• iaen- from tbe ·--" 

iii~~ 66 · The. Clirist4:~; -v;l.e~ Ii-ace J::,~~-c.OPID''ID:I oa· ~wt-ill 

Qod - ugh the Savio:-~~ _t~-~n-so fsr as.·~ ~~~ p-ace oppoff: · 
each 9~~ in the Chr±iti~ consciouane,;,: ijod, t:amiot .be · 

viewe<i. ·-as t.lle · cause o:t·,-~1~. :tn th~ v,e ::~~er have a.- c~oua-
• • • • ----41 • • • • ! . ::;-_ - . ,-. , - · . ;._ 

nert,a: o~ _grace• wlthout. a consclo~~esa.:or: ~n1 however, we···_ 
may SSl. tbat, fthi·S co~tJ:on .:ls;~ oider~ --y Go~~ :. ••~.-.--· 

4eemer:.~m stn is comp~~le to•·m~:-m~-.ii~-huaiali •iurei? · .. 
bu't <liff'erent,iated. froJri. ·men in. tlie. · "lr.ia~ei"ti" · o~ M•· :::., .. 

• ! • J • • • 

-consc:f.~~tm·ess. of God, -wh1!lb is -~ idezltt~."o~. the aifteilee ... -:. 
of' God .in him. 67 Christ :.:redeems men. w:· t~ th~ ~ 1Dto 

•• • • • • 'II • • 

the "D-aeftigkei t 11 of hi s' conscioud•li!··:,.f -Go4- and into ~ 
"untrolibl.ed l1ol1ness. ~68· . Bis· sutterimg ia:·:iic&l'ioua in 

th~ ~a "lti.tgefuehl.~• ·of ein :1~ ®Jll)le~; ::~ 111--u.at he 
- • • T,. .r' •• 

himself is under ~o oblig&tio~ to 'auffer.f!S: Jila tbtoz7 of __ 4 

the &1!,onement .might therefore be calltia~ ·lt-:-~Bt11Ue&81lde st.tiU~ 
· vertNtuns11 rath~ ~ -11ateliv~~-~~-~-• ­

we &re' taken· up :Into c~mi on. w1 th hi~ ~•• our-al-~- .· --·· 
• : • .. J : 
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relirti_on• -to God. comprises- our justtt1c1.-tlon1 -4 our al-. , 

tared ·,,ay. of lii'c, our canversion. 70 lhat God Juatlf:lea .. . 
the ~ohverted mun incl~des this,1 tbet, h~ forgives his s:l.n;. 

. . . 
and recognizes h :Lm as H:is ch~ldv This :n,w atatua1 howev~, .. . . . . . .. :- .. 
follows o~ in so fm .. as msn has the ~"it" taitb 1D the 

0 • • • L . . . .. -
Redeemer. ,. 

I : • 

ScbJ.eiermacher, then, finds t.lJ.e a>lutlon to the proM.• 

of' the· nature. and r ~el~t,ion of Be:i 1glo~ ~ the inter~~;_ 
• • • I 

bet.ween tbe living totalif.¥ of· t'!te Uoivers.l atad tJle· .rel:lgloua 
. . 

eubJect, and :that knowledge of tliis process. ~a pl.ace iD 

'th~ int.uit.ive consciousness. As such; ~,.;J:lg;l,ftD -admits~ 

no t.ype of s.c,curate verbal descript.1~ --6:t :1:ta -~ : ~~ . ~-
. . . . ... .,.-:,. .· -==~:.. .. 

beipg or· of ·its content. Under tbls 4iri.uiuon he· ·eaq_ -o~ . 
. -

ae.y that Religion i& object.1.vely.. cllliil..S .IV" the action ot. -91• 
' 

uni,:,-ae on man, mici that. bowleOle ot ~te ~:U.OJ1 takes 
_..,,, •. 

Place in ~he Christian devout ··aelf-cons~~wm•aa• Aa he· ·:-· 

. attemp-ts· to expound the apec1fic char&c~ of the Chri~aa 
. - . 

Nliglon·,. however, -~a Jmowledge takes~ Gil oli.,ect:1:v~ aon'tlri't 

· as t.he relat.ion of the • ~stl·aa. daYOUt ·,e1r~iOll8D8"lt' 

to the redemtPtion :ln Jesus Cbriat. ~ -·li:1.~ ... ~ ~­
tion o:C knowledge ot Beligian 1n •• -seJ.bat, bnuastaein•, . . 

lie abifts 't? knowieose which ·:1.. ireot"te•~•.ataein.·• ··~----- .: 

was poasibl~· for '?im b~amiae ~• tntere•• ~ :rtrait witll 

the ·. 8 lif.'9, d'·witJa experience • tb• aourc• d 
. . ,,..,... 
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of tbi:s life, and only secon~ with tbe cJogmat.t.c . 

proposf"tions ~ilich give expreeaio~ to it. 



CHAPTER III 

BRUNNER'S C~TICISlfS OF SCHLEIEmUCHER 

linil B.rlmnei" ~lOJ'S two phrases: one by lather -

"V'erbum est principium pr!mmn"·, and one by Goethe - 11C1e,. 

1'Uebl 1s't alles, Name ist Bohan unct .Rauoh•, to 41at1nptah 

what he believes to be a tme Cbrlatlan· eplst-,l.Og' f1"all 

a false one. He takes up !d.s task 1111:th the OODVlatlcm tbat. 

all theolog1oa1 ep1stemologies may be olaSSed 'Gll4e the 

oategories - ~tioism and the \'I01'4 •. 8ahl~amaoher1 he~ 

11eves O ,-as "the man ,·JJ.o (!JJV& the olassloal apresslon ot, 

and the most oonsistent presentation to, the idea tba't the 

\'lay' 01" m..vstioism is a superior meana to t.lle Jmowle4p ot 

divine truth. ln order to amnonstrate tile truth of this 

thesis, he claims ·that Sobla181'Dltlohar1B theolol.§ Jilllat be 

v1ewecl in terms of his pbilosopby, aild that no 14entlty of 

the religion that Bohleiermaoh&L" presmta with t1¥1t ot · 
l 

Ohr1st1an faith may be posited. 

Brunner begins his 41aauss1oa at the theolos,' of Sohlder­

maoher vilth the. problem of the nature at religion. !'he wr4 

i . 
:&o1l. Brunner. ma,~ a 411 !an (ftb!ngall 

.r. c. B. 1.l>hr; 1928).1 p .. ae:- · 
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1Bel1g1on" ms born :ln pagaziiata. Up to the ttile ot '1le 

Jm11~tion it was ~ised mainly· statistlaal].y .and apologaUo­

auy • rather than as an 1ndioat1cm of' the na~ at reUgtcm. 

When it ~id aoq,.1:tre tbe latter meaning 1n Oal.v!n 8114 .Zld.ngll. 

it meant 'tba presence at a speo1f1o objeotive oontant whloh 

is received by the knmdJ!g ~b3eot.. Rellglan beaame "that 

\'Jhloh0 a Obrist:7.cm beliaes. 8oble-1azmaoher rtP,tly rebelled 

against c>rthodoxyis understanding of' Relldoa u an ob~eou.­
f1ed intellec'tual systaa, but he reaotact so extraaely. as to 

. 8 
see in religion o:l.1.;y a subjective antbropoaantrio!am. 

. . . . 

Sohle18?:inaohe~as antm.-opooentrism a the proc1uot ot. the •-. . 

11gbt8m:lent and of_ Ro.mantloiem• al.thou«h ha litterecl sc:aewha't 

fyom botlt. He shared the Bomantic-Ideallst ant1-1ntelleo1aial-. 
ism,. and applied that att1tut1e to religion 1n 4etSn1ng 1t not 

as knowledge 01.. aot1.on, lmt as teellng. Ba 1.nslata4 aa tld.a 

s~ strongly says 1ltawmer. n4aez iD ct.- Belt'gion 4ar JJlbal't., .. . 
a.as raas.. ~:neb:eblJoh., ~entlioh se1 (llilflilaebe ct• W!e. 

3a aas · noch ·we! tergehendet dasz Bellg!.mi u~berbaUl)t ke11ian 
3 . ' . 

~alt habe. n · Religion is not Jmcnd,ecJge. 1'he psyohOl*aal: 

1nveatiB&.tion of tha ial,1ghtemaent oonsl4end rallstoa 88 . . . . 
one payc,bolog1o9.l, num1festatlan among otb.ara.. Sotile1.-oher 

did not ca quit"a that :tar., but rathal' msiatecl .an "1e ~ciae-
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· ,aeas ot the reli ·dou.s expm•lenoe. 'l'o ome to :tbla oonolus• 

lon, he did not uset a genuinely p&70hologloal met11oc1 or In-. . 

,reat1gation.- Ha doal t not w1 th the ;rellgloaa :phamaaana aa . 

~oli, but vnth. the tlJ:doalesohe1mmgcm"- the "B'el'oea at 
Bellgion 11·• ,2, 

Rolis ion is fuA""ther~re not aotlon, not a meal atblo. 

ibe religi-ou~ life ~d the lite ot aotlon ue tm sepeaw 

sph&roao Religion i s passiv!t,-. :tt ls a1et1natt1sbad. r.­
knowledgo and ac'tion just as th'-nldng; w.l.lllng and f'eal.tng 

' • 

are diatinguiahed from one, another as to thet!' content al-

th~Sh they f".1nctim1 togeth~ in the same 1n41T1ctual~ · BNQne -
. . 

agrees that Scblc1ormaoher was oorreot 1n saying -tbat l!l.01'81-

iS!?l ls not l'eligion. God and aal good are not tlie same. · 

lht0 he as ts ~ uoes 0ahle1cmaohe deplore maraUsm b,eoauae· 

of the Gospol, or because of Ms myst1a1mat Carta1nl1' ,.., 

!30.Use o'l :the latt~ since :i-oligion !a teallDB, mt kDOIPle4p 

or action. Sohle!err,\aohar's pass!v!:ty ap!n appears aa an 

Ulustra~ion. of his subjective m,st1a1~ 

. A.1.tbOURh ~hleieraacher tU.stiDgld.sbea tWD thaod• ~ 

religion, one in vlbich knowleclge ~cl aot!on are· 1ntarrelate4 

pai•ts 01' feeling, and the otl:lff ._.. tbe eaaenoe ot 

rel181on !s 1J111"$ intuition ~d reellnl, B.NDiae be].t.neil 1&be 

seoond to be most repre!!entatlve of SohJ.~m,aaohar'8 1dlGIIBll1i• 

To 111.uatrate. t'llis, he takes up the !1?4111.D theh- preamta• 
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tlcm of ' -1ntu1 t iOl'l • and 9 hlFJtinot • t~ tile urd.verao. Be . . . 

d~-that Bit s chl. i s corraot 1n saying that tbeae 'IDd8 

!nd~cate ,So~e::!ermaoher·'s theory at ·:ra1."1g1oa as "Xuastt­

gmmsz El1i1 Un§.ver eum0
•
5 Bo them goes on to 88" tha't Wa la 

'1hat Sohle;ermaoher meant ,1han he compares the "Oenlua dm.­

Ucnsohbe1 t O t o a tvoll endeDtaan una uld.VG1'Sellen Jtu81l8tler•. . . . . . 
Sahleiermaeller·•.s ~eli~i cm. ~s 11oosmc>lesioal aasthetioian• or 

-~n-aestbeti oi mu.", mid 0, ~stlo1m anc1 pan-e.•~hetlo!am he . . . 
says I e:re •~ :t.lin,1sgesolmlster" • 1.bey are "JCt.ndarr hr AU.-. . 
nmsiok, 1111<1 ~i.ir.dck , · clie ?'~t des Oefuahls, lat auol4 dleJ~, 

41e i n Scble3.erm.aoh~'s Sobrirton am blut1ptam am- V~-~ 

liohung des \:eseus tie"" :Religion herbelgesOgen 'l'fhtl. • · 1a - . . . 

1'811.4i ng Solllei el'mQo~ar as a mptt, Brmmar IIJIJ'SI 

' 1Ea stahtr domi t durohaus idoht· 1m Yl14arspruoh, · 4ams ·: 
· · a l les u.nter <lf'.a Ges:lohtspmokt eines \f9'kan aar Oott­

bei t oder das Univnsums auttasat • . So hat der .l(yll:!!::_ .. 
ker seiu Iilt-leben !1t.ur emptunclen,' a~ 4a, • er u.lU.'VU 
Jlaseb:lsoh. WeiPif 11\mz, ocler saxueller ~o1'-eelbn . 
. h.1neinf'Uehrte11 1 -

He rerers · to t he .9smt14gntif4 ldLtce SIil !dmJdM !Phlml •a 
I.uo!n<1e as substantiation tor appJy!ng tlMI latter to Boblele­

mochq,. 

ilia major oritioi~ ,'1ld.oh Brunn• brin88 1a tbafi tlle 

"theolom, of Sohloiermaoher does not glva an aaequate praam-

5
Ibid• • P• 53 •• 

6
Ib14.·, P• 5S." 

7n1a •• 1,. 53. 
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tat1on ot Chri s tian lm0\·1ledge as depend911t ~ the 'llor4. 

SholJ O\\'I' biol ogism. and mrolut1on made at 1'he l1or4 a 1JJ'-

pro4uot ot: aat u:r.>al sro,7'i!l ar. an attempt ~ -,rGSs :peyobo­

log1oal s tates. Sinoo Ramtmtiolsm fear8d an arid !ntaUeo­

tuallsms, i ii 't'dlol ebear t arl].y endo:rsed th1a phllo&ophf. BasSrntns . 
,'11th'. the idea t hat God must be more than a dootr1na about God, 

the llOll'antio!l.st s put ti.ta 'WOl"d 1n aaoond place,, or. IINII clia­

pe;need vrltll i t entirely'. Iu.stea«, thGJ' eJQhaslz-4 the !nt&Q­

s.ity ot exper:ienoe 0 end Religion \!118 robbecl of !ts oontent;. . . 
BJ.~ er next :presents the view tJBt '3ohielemaohar'a . 

·9J.aubaml 0bW:l deals ,•4t h an ri:tnhaltslosmt 41onys~han l(yatllc"e 

and that hi s relat ion to Obrist as Redeemer dQes ~ . . 

411':ter~htia·l;e him :r.rom. all ahlstoriaal m,stloa.8 'lb au~ 

the i'1rst v1o,· he says:. 

"We11 .hinter 4em. Word 'Auttas8im8' 
41e Rommlii!i.ac e Reflex1onslabre sieh . n:rbl1'8t. G~ 
haben M e Gleubenssaetse kei,nen .llfkermtn1nrart• WAG 

haben., reoht, a. h. !m' Sinn Solll.Jle:nlllOhG'. .,..a~•• 
auoh gar keinon El.11kcanntn1~1nbllt• Sle, meln-. ntalit . 
uas s:te aagen.. Si~ sagan. •Oottes B!mao11.aftm • aber 
sie me:tnen ·11uenachllohe 74lstan4e'•••Sle haben llioht 41e 
Ftmkt:t.on

9 
zu sagen ,as slo Jll&inen., llltkmmtlll& m var­

mi t:teln0 aondGrn sie rapraesentlarn daS r•J.1!~1•b 
Gei'uehl. llaru...'11 s ind ale auoh beson481'8 gafauaa.·~ 0 ,, 
v~ s ie 1n der 1d1a1ekt1sohen !'om' auftltetm, well aa 
i m-J:blosz su'bjeokt!ven Wart am lelohtestml uebarsehC91 
werde.n9 

'l'he \lord i s no longer a ,m-4 1n 'f;he sense of t1'Uthe It la 

:rather a t'orm
1 

a means at expressing an !DD~ mq,erienaa. 

It bocomoo an ar1.is tio s~l• Re]Jg1on beoame8 tile !mlar 

8Ibl4., P• 105. 
9Ib1d.o • P• 11 '1. 
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part or a.?t O and az,-6, ·ttio O\.\t 8l• torm ot ral.!glan-JD Ae 'far 

SoJJ1'4«t'D!aoher' s z, let ~.on to the ah1s~oal apttaa, ••nt1e 

aayQ that t ile .~auo,tw;J,.~_h,-,f speaks ot the illpn-tmaoe ot. tba 

bletorioal ·Cllris~ in the sanee ot the 1119419'81 m.,at1oa Who 

made ot t ho Pauline doct r ine of. Obrist 1n us, a Cm-lat or 
phantasy •11 i:iha !;1wl!t¥ab.m!!. makeB of the hlstor1aal 'faot 

an !mmmlent, eternal fcelill(i Which oma be talam 1Dto OODSolou-
• I 

noss tbrOU(':,h :lntui t:ton. 12 011r1st ta b1'GQght into the aeaon4 

part of the dogmati os as entirely f'orolgn to the s8D8e ot the 

r:tret, in fe.o·~·tt 1 t is impossible to harmmdse thaae oomplele~ 

divergent v1.c~;s o B:runll&i" aays that Sohlelemaohar bas aw1-

dcml.y beoo :ic avn"t'e or t he ob3eotive inabWtJ' ot man to at;talla 

to God, e d BG the fooling oi' absolute dapemtanoe, the oasa1 

oonsc1ousness., d:lsa:p-;;ears. ~e m_vatloal approaola is ~•• 

and the .:ard aga•in comes into !ts own-.13 \then 8ohle1_,.oher 

spoa!m about l)Ul·i ty of dootr!ne., ot the IIWSrksamlad.ti c1aa SN~._ 

lichen fiort 0 , t he t l'Ut h, eto., Brwmer sap tJlat tb1s rerdncla 

him oi' old b!t ber an or thodoxy, 1D mloh the \1Q1'Cl •• the ar1-

ter101'l of fai·~ end t he ailtithes1s to all m,atloaJ.11' onenta4 

Philoso,phies.14 \"ihen •;a ask 110t1 the !,Am aD4 the 'first JJaJ.r 

Of' the glaubsnslebre fi't 1n ,d.th his D8" theOlOO, BNnna­

ana,~srs, "absolut gar niobt" .15 The t11'Bt la tlae uue Soblel.--

-------
10 Ibid.~ P• 118ft. 

11.Ibid. o P• 121. 

12Ib1a. 1 P• 131. 
13~ •• P• 135. 

l~•• Jo 136. 
15

Ib1d. • P• 133. -

I 
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:maoher. Jews i s no·t t he Word ot Clod \'ibam, ma4 and traa 

1lham faith knovJS its r alat1onsh1p to Ooc11 J8BUB 1a an the 

rovelnt1on of the <1:'.".v:lne m.ll, 'bnt only a taotor, a »oNI' 

whloh &rOlliaes tho God eonsoiousnesa 4119ll!ng 111 mn.1! 

Sobl.eiermao-he>?'s religion oan cml1 ba \Uldarataol !II .. 
relat~on ~o ! doa l:i.sn10 snaJthe 4oot1"1De 1n t1h1oh the spirit 

becomes the 1,~1noi pl e of all reality and tmtb. Be c11d oee 
' . 

the dange,:- o'f us in~ a C011Jllletely efP-ldaallatlo t!Olght 

110,·.ever, a11d to avoid i t , used the i,hllosop!Q' or Spinoza. 

Bo a ttempt ed to :out a boundary of' reality around the 14eal. 
' 

· Sp:ir i t and 1" a li t.:, t hen l>ec"'ame a o0Dl'C1inated appeuanoe or 
a t hi rd, tb.e One . Sobl.eiG1'1!1aoher also saw 111 !deallam a 

. . 
<1a1113er to tile Uitiqueneaa ·of roll81on, a tendenoJ' to turn 

religion int~ a apeoulat:tve philosophy. Ba was too J!IIOh of 

a religious man to allov1 this• and s-t the real bas!a 

for reli gion in the s r,1:rl t and : :ln taeliDB• !Date iteellng 
• • I 

\'Jns the o'bJect i ve •oorrolatlon to the real universal unlt,-. 

In doinp; t his., ho\i:evor, he ,i«e ldmselt ne to oampleta aub­

jeoti vi ty.16 'fhe 00 1sequences ot Sablel.-ohar'a lheO'.loa 

Bi-Wlller mai~te.ine • it that 1& bf1S no stl'flQth ·m- oa,aolt;J' 

t"o1~ sel.f-c? i ticism1 because, lt rec,ogaf.888 onlY the self• 

16Ibid., P• 1'14. -
, , . 
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CJoc1 1s not tlle 80::llo the emplrloally tftnaom1~. beaaaae 

• onl7 s:rao1, him in so far GB he ta !n •• A flanhe 

ocmsequenoe 1s- ·that j!'c,ll~1on beaanes· Just ono raaouoa ot 

man alongside others, or ono part1nlarly ftl.11ablo gaol 

amo~ other values and goods4 AJ.tbcP.Jgh he ac1mlta 1iba\ 

Sohle1armaober f'oughir a~amst these oonaequano• Id.a aat!N 

11t'e0 he maintains that they are 1mpl1oS:t !n Sohl.e1enaohe._ 

theology. r.7.n dieser llel.1..~on besitat man Gott, aan lwffl 

nloh"t e.uf ihn; man a:rlebt· ~lOEIBIJDS, abar man glaubt n!abt 

an eino lra.'"loeauT;l!~ a5.e mebr "WBebre als clas rellg!oaaa ~ : 

wsztseh\ selbst 0 nl7 ~is theolo~ !s a relation ot Jll8D to 

bis 0,111 :raGelengnmd ":. not a rolatlon to the aelt...rena11na 

Ood.18 Brw:mer is carei"'lll not to ohaz'aotmse Sohlaltll'llllob.e . . 
oom.pletoly :in theso .terms. Be also reoognSsas Sohlel.,.oh• 

aa a believing Ohrlstian,. oalllng attention to tile plety at ~ 

Uoravian baol~'!190'cllld. SC;'lllel~ohm' ms .hOIJ9rel", 1D Ida In­

tellectual lit-e a ?'Ctl1QDt1o "IdencUtaetapldloBOJh", althaaP 
1n his personal life., a bal1~1D8 Ohr!atlan.1-

9 
Be 11118, 

~er admits
9 

the onl,v ~t theologlan o't the nineteentih 

oentury vmo declared himself openl.7 tor Jesus Cbrlat an4 * 0 

made the attempt at least to·. oater Ids wll.01• aogma1doa 111 

l?Ibld · J> · 186 ----··· .. . . 18 . Ibid.• P• 186. - . 
l9Ib 1« •• p. 196. - · 
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the bistoey of the .rodmnption 'through Jesus Cbrl~'• 111a oaa­
oept1on of reli~ion ho'\\'OVOr oan only' be ~erstood 1D relaUcm 

to Idealism emd the doctrine in \\hioh the sp!l'lt 'beomea i;be . 

principle of' all re~li 1,7, anti tru.tha. !he ,1 m:isP:1. ot 1'be 

· thl'Qing ago is the 0;1ly po~nt where lmov1lad.ge and being M8'. BJ 

!he ~requontly raourrin.,~ motif' "1lomant", •Jaganbllok", ..._ 

1n de~ Zeit", n3o S$h? eilt er 'V'Ol'llebern• "4le Oabllrt&tam4e 

der BeJ.ig1on"0 c l en:r.lJ identifies •hls thOagbt with the -.-Uaa1 . . . 
philosophy of i dentity. 

il,e cha?aoteristic o-r Sohleierm.oher's baef.o fihOIISh~. · 
. . 

howevex••· is n1Jit "i')e?J.thaism, c1e1float1cm ot the oroature, 1Rl11 .-
tl\e \tnity over all ~titbesas, the un4itt8Nllt!at~ unity, 

th~ und11'ferenti ated nature and spirit,, Ideal and Beal in an. 

unlmcnm ! 11 ·t-,hiell ie God.~ All these are modes vt one 'balDI■ 
. 

Ph11oso:phioally :21 as Brunne2.~. says, he 

"r8f:Ylrds th~ 9.!mument, hiator!oal 'V1Drl4 prooasa 88 
the U?li versa! transtomation ot nature into apSrl:t, 
whiah e.ttsins its goal in rollfd.on • aubJeot!Tel.7• 
as the consof:ousness of the unity of all aontra• 
diotions • and ob3e~tivell• in the tl-qal aooomp15.sh­
ment of civilizat1on •• n~ 

1beolog1oally• he attempts to equate tJd,a reUBf-an of tSJlltl.•9 

l!IY&t1c18Dl vd th the CJn-istlan 1:al th. Be attalllptB to 4o 'tld.• 1JF 

rl 
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'br1ngf ng his aitls tol.'":loal myst1o1am 111to Nlat!cm wf.th tu 

matorioal Je3llr:5o '!be n:ature ot his undeatants.ng or :reltdm 

!s nevertheless t he same. ~ myot1oal retleotlan at the 

ground of 1~e1:1.s:--:ton ha adt1a the rotleot1an on the bf.atarloal 

tunc1amental princ~.pal \'lh.ioh gives 1s its porn,r. TJaere la a 

cU.ttioult-y in Sollleiermacller's prea1mtat1on, lloll'8"ea In ·tlla~ 

the Jesua of h :1. to1~ :tmi,a:rts hmself to us. tJ:IJ.'ou8b, an IIJapila.,•. 
118 gmepa Chris t Mstorioal.b. tbat !s, as a b1ator1oa1 JiGIIR• 

,I 

Yet, Ile ia a :pov:er that ,-m-ks eternally. 1he redemption la : 

then a his t orical »rooess to which Christ glv• the Impetus. 

~e prooer.s t beu OOllt:lnuG by- 1tself9. ~!Da Itself IO 

othors s o i.11 -t each Obr1st1en slHU'es !D the rectaptlon at 
Cbrist.2f: Jesus :1,;; the cause 01' the st:rmgbbenal Oo4-acm­

oo1ousness1 but !!e i s not the object on whioh t_he nature ot 

raith 1a basea.25 

tS a fina l or.m~i de1-at1.on ot the ap1atamlos,' or Soble!_... 

maoher, Brunner seelcs to t!nd the ·oaarm aacn1nator or all 

ID3'Bt1o1sm,, to compare that mystlolsm to CJn-Sstlan ..,atlo!IIIII. 

and f iually to OhJ.'istien :tai th. He ft.D4B aa the &1<1111¥P1 le- . 

JIOm:fnator of all nwst!o!sm noJ; oonteat, 4ootr!ne8. • t'UDO-

tlons~ bu.t rathel.• sanething Tlld.oh he oallS a "!lu•lse8" or 8 
...­

'"l?cmdenz-woh1n0.1>.6 11yot1oiam h8.S as its moat essantlal reat;me 

the tenclenoy to strive attar an uame41a'84 unlon at t.be •iaeriallY 

24.n,14 •• p .. 289. 

25ns.a., P• 354. 

2Glbid-1 9 P• 368. 
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restricted S!)irit of' man ~11th the only 1'8!lll1;F, tile Sima• 

teda11 tel.eologioal. being. It has these aepaotat 1) :It; 1B 

a 4e1f'1cat1on o:r. :90rbapa even m absolut1z1ng ot tha acial. 

(Absolut1z1n,g in t he sens,-;, that a "go41ess• JVBtla1• le 

~s-.D1ble.) 2) It boliavea this goal. is atta!Dable. 3) :Et; 

preeor1bec ways in vt'liolt this goal may be atta1ne4e -&J :It; 

kncn'IB a h1p;hel.• e,~orienco o:r the soul \1ben tb1s goal la 

reached". In the r..atul.•e ot mystte!sm Sn ganaral.1 a Ooct-

worll'l unity is conaeived or as piaoe either tbl'aU8b 

emanation or by immanenoa. Doth ammat1on an4 SJmmenoe 111~ 

41oa.te a contint'li t,r between God m4 1Dr14. An 14mtltr ~ a . . ... 
kincl takes place in Omistian faith, too, as 'the bellnar be-

oomoa one w!:iih Christ. 4lids beoomlng mae f.8, hont'81'~ a't 

the sa,ae t ime a realization 01" •'non-d.dent1ty•, tr "Oegenw 

saetzl.ichkai t'':. 27 the justit!oa~ion of the a!DDar tbl'OUsb 

the o f."ering of "the r:Ied1.ator. O!!r!st;!C tat~ ls~ t111Nfdl'8~· -

ant1-m.y8t1oal baca.\1se it t1!"JDly aotm0\'4ec1ge& Oo4 88 paraonal. 

\'411, aa ·t he S0\1E:ireign, tree Lor4 ot oreatlon. !he 1Drl4• 88 

Bls oreatlon, does not exist as hla '\dtar ••• Bo ocm1J~l­

botwe81l Goa and the world 1s :possible.• 

\illenever a Obr!etlan n,pt1ol• 18 att-,te4, ll beO(lll9a 

27lbtd. 1 P• 583. -
28Ib1a.., P• 384-. 

: . 
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a SJD.1ihesie of tvn disparate elements, m.vatlolam aact fdthe 

A oomb1nat1on of ~ha t vzo im>lles a \'Rt&keqlng ·.or both. i'J:maa 

mo speak of a Jo!\ann:tne m.~ Pauline myat!ota. Biumaar 8"111, 

misunderstand ths 'l,-ru..c nattire ot rel!s!on. JohD 8114 Pim1 are 

in :reality a:r,riii-~stioal,, because thGJ' speak noti of a IQBlioal 

ldent!ty, but of a · uni·'w of man ,'4th God tbroQlb 111• "°1'11 :fNII 

. the i{ed1ator ,, e.nd fa:l th 1n tho Kedlatar.29 . Brm thOll8b 1d1ee 

.seanw to be· a.n eostatic element :1n Pau19 he ommot be olte!I • 
an samplo of bibli<tal l':JS"St1o1am. "Bloht dar iat eta ~tltcv 

aer ein Jib.-lol>n:l.s .b.a-t, . s,ondern der9 der ale suoht1 · aar elnm 

•Wag' dazu kmmt nnd geht1> und 1n llman &le!n OottenerJJaaltads 

bGgrllendet,. "30 

Sohleiermaohar ta not a. m,vst!.o lD the Nill a8D8•• bll'li 111 

the 3e11se of the 110!:1il.Ui.ic oult'U1'Q].. ideal-..- a aaoular m,dl­

oism in 'i'1bich · :i. .. ali1ion takes its plaoe alcmg81de ot art, 

ao1enoe. and !>hilasopbyo Sch1e191'11l0bC', B.rumlm' says• vS.aa 

to effeot this syn:theo1s 0 8b1ce he ~ts~ be both a m,n!ct 

and a man of oul.ture, tie makes a 8J'D,theai8·at tJle pb1loaoPJIJ' 

Of 1c1ant1ty and ~ a,nam1e•teleolostoal GQllOc,pt of the apJ.rl• 

1n "4lioh sp;Lri-t is quantativ~ aetmmlnal anl telool~•llY 

dh'eot~d
1 

that !s
0 

spk1t as -the power of a h1ato1'1oa1 prooesa. 

8 1m1llu• to nature. Suoh a synthesls of "'8t1olam an4 oulture 

29 Ibid •• P• 38'1. -30:tbid. • P• 5817. -
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oan only r esu:t ~ in ·a "i'ra&ltenintJ of both. Sl 

Finoll.y it evon nwst iois:m arm apealc of ·a "\IRc1 at Ool" • . . . ' 
but 1 t unclers•tands V:Orct in the aense of ~o G.reet Jospe 

philosoph.V •"' s the pur.e 1nuor Word l'411oh ar1saa Olit at the . 
dopths of the s 012l as t he ,'1.1.tnaos to the unbrolplll oonlmllt;J' . . 
between Geel anu man. '!'hat wore!. does mt orente a relatlonablp 

betT.raen God m1.cl. man, but reveals that wblah alWQ'S ad.eta• 

the unity of God 't:·t:i:th iille soul.- of man. z.t,atio1Ba 189 ln tdla· 

final. analysis O ·the seli'•;Jttst:tt~oaMcmc\ot arm. ~ tallh 

oan NOO@liZe the juat ii"iOQtf.on ~ the alnn~ bJ" the hol¥• ... 
gi:aoioua ·Gcd.9 and can expOfJo the illusion of aelt-~at1t1-. 
cation. i.rhei•s can bs no s,n'thes1s ot tile•• •tber tile 

s e11'- 3,ustii"ioa:t ion o:r man out ot the 41v111a 110und of ~ om 

soul. c:Jl ' the j u.a•i;i:t'ication of the J.aat dllilar .'l'lho oalla to 

tbe saving God ;f')."Om out of the depthB. II.tiler m,atlolsnl, 

or the Vord0 n3f.l . 

---------·-



CHAPTER. IV 

BRUNNEU I S ALTEhNATIVE m:iatY 

~e type o:J! lizy'st:loi sm Vldoh 8ohlel81Wlohe prapoe•. -

la not. in Brunner•a opinion, the 8D8'IIB' to Ille Jl'Oblllll ot 

a Ohriat1an t heologi cal ep!.Btmmloa• We ••• huu.a,e• ·not 

as yet arrived a t a olear statement ot the alHl'Dltlft -lllam? 

\tillioh Brunnor ~eoO'.Ll!!ilcnaa. 1'he ure statemml tbat Oula-

tlan knowled~e 11 to be knowlerlg11, JIIU&t be Jmowlec1P ot tJae 

Wora, 1s not a OO!'ll!)lete ans,"ler to the Jl'O'blaa · "4, mat 1U11c 

the 'further <1ues-tions: •Jbat is the \ford, 8111 half la 11; appe­

hended and used by men? First ot all, 11hat la 111e liordt :t• 

is ol.eQ1• f rom his ,·ir1 tings that B.Nanm- wllhee to be aaa ... 
stood as present ing a dootr1ne ot the \-4 1D JlaNDll1' ..SIii 

his U114erstand:!.ng of the flew !featmmt an4 tbe 1er ... ,1cm. · 
In Order to present his ideas tu the olaaN'Bt Uaht• lt 11111 

tharetore, be helpf'Ul to restate the antltb.•• brletly.• "1e 

Word "'11oh Brunner. champions ts not the wm-4 ot OnbolOQ'• Xi5 

1e not a word .which 1s an.ct readna objeot1••1¥ 1211• apart 

ham any- USO of i -t. It ls not an obJttnlftlY tm• c1o0W1De . 

Whioh needll but be assented to. It 1a not 9'911 th• BJ.'19 
88 

auoh, as a writ.ten Word or Oo4. Wofd•, lie _,., are ~ ~ 
Ul~ta oonse.quenoe. not tff8D 41vln• 'IDldll• 

4 
• 1111e 1dae 
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spoken or the •,-.-ritten v:ords, nor their oonoaptaal aoatm1' 

are the Word of •oo~ bu·i;; only lta •tama' • the lll8ll8 ot oan-
!, 

Teyins it. Ii# Be s~ i'lu"thei'., that there 1s ~ a 11111411-eol 

1dent1 i;J'" be1,-Yvaen 1ma Bible and the \fora ot God. 3 th• 1lln."I 

of the Bible i s olilv ·i;ba 1:1.emis of the real Wol'd ot Oo4• 

lesua ObFla"t. k r:.~1ch0 th~ld.blf.oal test!marly t.o Ohrlst 1B 

"on. the sam.e l evel n,i ~\·;J. th ·bhat of t~ oburah. It ha8 pdorl­

ty only 1n that it is the "original w!tneaa."5 Jfelther Sa 

the word to be undm~·to~ 1n the Ideall'st-mptio aonse. 

Slaoh a ,10rc.1 i s no·t a revelation,, bit a "pero~on of ..,.._ 

thinB wbioh vra.s al.,·ays ·1thero·•, reacly' to be J~e!:wea. fl6 

~tioism oan 110"'c; speak o:r the m1'4 1n ~• sense. ot a NI'~ 

t1on or it cnc.1 5.ts appropriation by tal~ J(vst1o11111 oan 

only »oint out the "patll" a man must follow ~ atta!B • 

experience of ~he truth at the m1!4.'l l'ibanevR JIJ181d.olall 

t1-1ea to dovelop a d"G·o;trin~• pf' revQJaticm, ~t• 4aotrtne 

beoomes noosmo or aeo~o pmthcdma11 
• 
8 

2Ib1d. -3JlmU -~ner, mela\lpn JE ~• P• 148. 
4Ib1ct. -6:tbtd. - . 
6lin1l .Brunner, l1lg_ .m.ymg .l!aPJ jpqqypf;C., »• aq • 
'libdl ~er, Rave]et&on .Id !MIPI• ,. SH. 

8Ib1d,. -
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Both the Orthodox, objoot1ve vlaw, 8114 'the .,.u..u..i­
lat perception by mtu.itioa ore than S.lladeqaale aoln'1au to 

tbe problem. \1e ~ omraotertze ~-•• aaJalt.aD. to t11e 

problem 1n 'the following \IJay'I the Jmov4.eclge Whloll w noelTe 

1'roJJI God 10 l) a s1voo k.ncnitec16e, · 2) lt 1s a •t11 ·111d.oJa 

happens, 3) it :1.~ a poroonal enoounur, 41 it ts • aot ot 

personal sw,,r endG'.e •Slltl deo1a1cm~ D.t,mner apea1cB of lmol'fle48e 

as •gj.ven° in tbrae scm.ses: 1) 11si'f811•, aa 8Clllnldng wld.ab 

ml do not poa3ess of 01.U:"Selves., 2) ag1V8D•, as appllet1 to 

us pe:.."sonally , a..'l'ld s) 0 givGn" 1D tJme. \Te 4o ~ !lave auoh 

lmov4o4ge as an att1'ibute of 0\11' bebg bJam. laawla4Se or 
God 1a g1:vm1 'to ua a~ s ,imlers, as not Ji18L11tin8 the paoe or 
Goa., and ,·.i tmut , ilich v."B would moot oartalDJ.Y JUiah• fba1' . 
knotil.edge 5.a not~ hoil1ever~ gf.?en Impersonally, as an etemal. 

1':.iud of truth to vtlioh all mmi isq appi, thaselvea, 111111, ls 

1n 1 ts very nat-:.ire a personal relation· of a paraaaal 8ocl• a 

'!'Jiau'• to the peracn addressed • . Or as B.ianm- says, .._ 

8"'1'-revelat!on of God is no ob3eot. bl1t 1dloll1' 1lbe 4o1D8 anc1 
. f9 t 119 

8elr-sivmg; of' a sub3eot .;... or bet~ &XJ1'988a4• • &Cl'80ll ••• 

As h1stor1oally given, Brunner cU.a1;1nguSshaa the uaS.que evea• 
or 0Jn-1st"s onoe ror: all iJ!,vinS of billSalf ha tile sSpSfl• 

oanoe of the eternal, t!meloss. 'now' ot tbat sl-dnB• Ja 

.order to bring out tb1s 41stf.not1cm, he apealc8 of tile ldatorl.• 

O ... " · . ..__....,. 10 .... a O)lr18tlaD IG'tll 
,a,a,; aot or the atonsnent as a . uv ... • .iw 
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1s walque. l:t i s oonomtt1ed not '4th a atatto-. abemo'­
etarnal trutll, but., w1 th 9At aatuai_ h1ator1oa1, IDllqae 81111 

4eo1S1ve event.11 Th:!s uniqueness ls not to be 11114ealool Sa 

the Romantic ·Sense of' ind1'9'!4uaU:t,·, ("mloh la a •1m'lll am­

oapt1on0 for int1.ivS.duality is the-mmmer ot 1Ndag of a11 

lifep) or in the I d,ealistic se11se or a hlstOl'laal. 1J1'00088• 

It is the nature of the rwel.at!tm Sn Jesua Cbrln 11181' bJ' 

lts veFi' nature · it, could tam plEloe only'·onoa tor aU. 
Knowledge of •divine truth as a 121rth •,bat baJIJcma•• 

ls d1st1not :frOJ:1 "truth as the agre8D&Gllt ot· sCIIIGt,hlng thOIISld 

\'tlth llOl:lGthin--; t bat tf.ld.ats.1112 l't la the trll1dl' tlla'fi •0ame 

by J esus Chri st • It is and rama!ns tl'llth 01l17 !a Jmppm1ng -

\'/hen a uum enters into the "!Ycmtn wb1oh 1s Jesus Ohrlnl !'II 

ls a llappen:l.ng when ~i meets man 1n a ,-aonal anoouiltel-• 

and tNth oomes into being. It is the U.v!Dg Oo4 ~ln8 · 

man 1n h1stor:, 
9 

ann mn 's meeting Go4 1D an aot ot »srsanal 

surrendoi- and aeoi sion. 

· lt 1s olea1'" f'ra.a the i'o:regolruJ that B.iannm' ,d.sbea to 

be unaerstood as present.inB a c1ootr'1De of the 1lor4 -4 or 
epistemology -v:hiqb is a Vtll!I rital• ~tellltlal t11.Sna,, Jle 

'OGJlts to rid theology o:r 4ead sohoJ.astio1• an4 ·of egoomtd• 

8 P1r1tWlliS111 onc.e for all. Bevartheless. • at;Ul 40 not; 

~ !m)iatm-. P• .Sf9 • 

. 1Bneye1att0f! -ad nria- »• 309 • 
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JlaT8 b18 foll EU'Jz.JJGr t o • tho problflll. It t.he ~- 111 an 
the "lhins" i t s elf~ what 13 ·the oontlmilty betasa the._.. 

· u.c1 the thing? · l";brds · and doctrines, he bel1ffaa, ,olnt to 

Ooct, that 'WG JrJJ:l,Y QllSV-IGr' him 1n talth. \'lords ad locm.-ln• .. 

alone. \'d.thoitt t he :,)resence of the Boly S)lrlt -81'• not 

effective, yet thi s adcl1'ess and re8!)0D8a aan tate plaoe aa­

J.y by virtue 0 1· 'thei-r pres anoe. · He says, "the Nlat1m b.,. 

twaen doot:rin.0 e.ncl Wo>.'d o-.r God.•• 1a in ""the laat ~• 

1nocmnensurabJ.a. I t must suffioe to raoogrdsat. that aa alaJB­

mal d:ittcn .. ence~ end yet a necessary OOD11eot1on1 Uea. bet••• 

the tvm. n14 In anot her place~ he speaks o:r thls ~ a ·~ 

o1ple or ' So?!pi.-ura and the Spir1t'"•lB Be 8Q8 turtbe, 

however, n ~ have no system ot tru.th, but only the 11ght;. 
. . 

or Cbria't •1b i o.b. :rall3 like -a flash ot 118htnin8 ,.,_our• 

kno,"1ledga o:r the Worl d . nl6. 

Ji. further question ~ must ask, 1st 1t hmllll apprah-­

s1on of -God and of di-vi ne troth takes plaoe 1n an ad•t _. 

t1al event. ·and t hat :tt is an aot ot •J)8l'SOU1 nrren4er an4 

4~1a101i on the part ot mtms mare!D lies the c11Bt111otloa 

between ·this viet\', m.id ·the personal ocmf1'mltatlan ot, ana the 
. . 

13.!itt Divine l.iJman ggnnt;ar. P• 108. 
1~ •• P• 120. 
l5Rervelatiqp Jmi,Rey!IJ• P• 181• . 
16-n,.,.,, . 

. .:=J•, P• 188. 
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nlatlon .of the ereata<l soul to the etenill Oftlltalt u . 

8obleiermaohe1:' pr~cents it? iihat 1a the 41at!notlcm 'INt=wc...n 

h1s cmn statemen:t· 

"all th&•ii to the ord1na:t7 allh,t of man oan 'be aem 
only as i1umai1 &ld natural ts vlaible to the eye of 

. . ... :rai th as the p:resenoa ot God h1mself • !bla «o• 
not take place alo.ngsidG ot the bumaD 1111tm-al m.s't­
~~e, but.in. :t·t; he1•e, ana here alone, thara -oooua · 
v.d-1at by ius ver:_,r 11aturo can ooom.- cm1y onoe_ tar all: .iv 
the complete rGVelat1on ,9f Go41 h1B personal p:resmoa 

and the 

state?D.ents of liuthe;,;> which he quotes e. 8• that talth maims 
8 thee ana 01-'3:"i~·~ one person"~ that faith makes, us "dtd17 

bound u:p with Him,, H "as 'to be. one flesh wlth Hba", or 8'. · 

Paul 'a phrase nclll-ist liveth in me"t~ It \98 aa1c .. "18 not 

that . nwstio,.sm?" ha says,· "let us oall lt what • 111111 1dlere 

1s no sense i.u ar3t1ing about ,'iOl'ds. "19 lnertheless, there 

1s a 11fferenoa1) "ihe _mys-tioal axperienoe",. he IIQ8i "11• 

1n the dir .etion of knO\'lledge., but lt does _not 11e 1n the· 

db'eot1on of fa:i.tll. !aitJi should eventuate, ·not _11111n1cm,· 

but 1n fellowship •.•• Union in the last ana]y81a, S.a belDs alone 

ana living -ror oneself ti but tellGVJShiP !a be!Ds wlth .ano1.b• 

8114 living 'for J,.J.~ n20 . Or, as he saJS la another p1a0e, 

"even a Christian can say ,·4th K!ertegaucl tba't ~subj_eotlvl'l;J'. 

1'11tevel~ti9! ,Bd Rgason. p~ 304 • 

lB'P'L.1 -~., P• 180 • . 
19Ibi4. -· · 
aolb! DJ.y!ne 1iuman lSPPmmtaR, P• DI. 
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-ta truth 1 9 but b Im rSG tbnt 1 t 1B a eubjeotlvlty that 1a 
. 2~ . 

DO lc:!DB&r b1U O\'3!3.o "~.!. 1\1e final 8DS\'l8J.'I 1a thantore, giv• 

ln terms of it el:?!" 'l"rta itootrine of the BolJ' Bprlt 1111a~ be 

11the Ohris'ti:-m. WlS :Gr ·to the dootrhie ot that lllwa1'C1Das11 

\'lhioh 1c noi.. in the l east our om. n28 

2l!hf!. Pbilos_gzmx o ~ P• ll3 • 

22J:bid -· 



CHAPTER V 

AN EVALUATION OF BRUNNER1S SOLUTICll TO fl!E Pl<OBLFJI 

In order to come to an unclerstmding 8114 naluatlan or 
Bronner 1s crit1oisms of tioble1cmaolter. \"lO mat aee 'thm tn 

the li itht of bis major premise: tbat tbe theoloa ot ~ler-. 
machei,. must bo seen apart trm bis preaohing and the apoJ.osatlo 

m ture of his \'JOl'k,. that 10. trca the un!que hiutol'loal 

situat ion wbioh both oauaed !t to be TJ'1"1tten9 and. m1oh 

detm7mined the form 1n ,m1oh lt ,as u.-1 tten. ~ he 8PYB.• 

''Z.!im kmm <lie Labre Sohl~ermaohers aur aohaerts'te 
bel<'.aemp'L'en un<l sem --be ala em unha11vollea 
erkr~nnen, und dooh vor dei .. gesoJJJ.ossanm B':Nf't 
so:'2:r.ier i?orsoenl!ohkelt. dem Relohtma seines Oe!ates 
\ill4 der untadel1atm .lautarke1 t seiner OeslnlamJs 
elu~'1erohtig s1oh beugan. 1'1~t 41esar Sohle!er­
macher, sandem dar 111 aeinem \Yerk 8G88D\B~ 
! at unt1er 'Gegenstmid• mm 1lml silt U11Ser Kacq,:t. · 

J"J.1 the op,.1:11on of this e..-.sq1Bt9 suoh a premise 4oes not 

lend itself" to an honest understanding e1 t.ber or 'the, man• m, 

ot tmat he ,-ms trying to say to the people ot his t!me. One 

cannot judge the O~stimdt:r ot a theology only' by ltia · 

mothodolog:,. Evon thoUgh tb.e 1'oms or apresa!an are sus­

pect, 1 ta Christian oJJaraotar '/JIJq' not be. Soble181'11Boh_.• 

w.lth all his r!oh pld.losophloal, ph11olo~loa1 aa4 hlatorloal. 

11h11 B.runner, !ii !frstik llli .All !PJ:t;e P• 1o. 
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df'ts pled{Jed himself to tho arttoe ~ PNflOJdlls to h1a 

VO'J!'Y' troub2ed t!a1'3S. !Chat he 414 tills hall h1a palplt• Sn 

the Chriotiau ohul.-oh9 oannot be avelookodt evea it w ·have 

doubts as to tha validity at hls ugumenta11 !Lh1a 1s eapeotal.4" 

so slnoe bi s whole theologr gra out at Ms preaoJd.118. Be 

rE>ga11dec.l his pulp1 t as hls real oaUSng. In :raot. he regai,a .. 

. ed tha 'tllhola ottice and work or the o~h as the '?N41gtmn11t 

and onrri ed tbio out in aotual Uld.Dtdrrllptecl pmc,Uoa 4m-1Dg 

his li.fe. He U>Ulci not .bave ctane this .bac1 he not felt tile. 

llr(!;~Cy OX' his oall~. iH.a Beam and ·GJau)IPlllb:CI· IJl\lat not 

b~ s :.en as so:i.ent1t:I.~ dooumenta .-,_oh CJ1D1 be fJZBJldae4 for 

t hei i, ob3eotive validity apan t'rom the un1qµe altuatlm flba" 

gave ·tha t heir birth. ~87 DIUlt ftthU be '9181194 as Wllat Karl 

llartb calls a "Salbstm1tta11ung dos Pncltgera".8 8ohlel_._ohe 

tackled the theol.Ogiaal pJ.Vblilll Where 1t 111111-b l»e taokled. GD 

t htrt VJbioh must be taush~ "to ooilt~ Ute 1n OOIU190t10D 
I 

with t he Biblioal nom and the ldstara1oa1 olmrohe Be. 88118 

the danger that his natural ·apologetloal theoloa ndgJlt tam 

into a sy-3t em or ph.1 loa"PlrY, and la'bm-ed· Sn order to keep · 1 t 

t'rcun beooming that. lfeverthaleso., Sn ozia.- to speak to · Ids 

age. ha .bad to use the ph11osoph1oa1 syat• ~81' 1111.i. an4 
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and 'llren though 1 t an~ him. he 4are4 to use lt .• •3 

First of ,a ll, '1:t mnst deal \'4th B.rmme:r•s Ti• or 
Sohlei erm.aohor as a ID3'Gtio. ~a asain 1t is Smpooa1bl~ to 

'Wlfl®Stand Schla1G:ffllaoher apart f'rm his lire and PNBOhbg • . 
Bohleie1"m.nchEJr" cs~ta1nly \'BS not 1a his lite 'the ambodfmant 

O·f tmat D.l.'"uDll~ oaUs the ahiatcn:ioal, passive msat1olam ar 

hi s t heology. His roal thSQJ.osr ia one or 11:te and aotS:v1'fi1". 

Ii:Ls theology docs not bav:e as muoh affinity to a passive 

'type of mysticism aa it does to· the wholeheartecl att1rmatlon . -

of ·t ll,e active relisiourtr 11f'e 1n the home, state and the omroh. 

As. Bar·tn says~ 

0 .F~ nm.sz dllrdll das lq'stiaohe Sanlttuarlum h!.nc1uroh• 
aller e.uch ,·lil'klicb nur und zmr e1l1g und o:tme .. . 
14u.genthalt h1n4urob;JGhon. Oa-racte 4ort • aer eahte 
lqst;:Umr Halt und mW1r m liebsten endgueltig Halt 
macl1ou moaobte,. 1n dm relnen Ge,Jenuebar .UD4 Blnsae!D 
von C1'Jtt und der Seele, geracle dort w!rd· man by 
Schleierms.ober 'UDl!J1szv.arstaen411o!I w1 tergetrieben• 
,, on der Ver1nnerl1o~ zur Gestaltuns, Yon 4er · 
Bessinung zum Autbau," 

1'ho f act t hat his tbeoloa ts no,t dogaat1o. nan .aat1-4opatto • . 
and anti-intellectual 1s 11ot 0$ to be aooaunte4 fbr by Id.a 

m,.ys t ic1Sl:llo but by his aot1~. -Sohle18l'llllloher 1s also• :88 

Dilthey and strf:lJ3f/' point out. t~ adtator 'far a -un11'1e4 

ethical state. and tor a tree ohm'Oh. lfa is a preao~ aon-

3n1a., P• 386. . • -
: 4ibid,. • P• . 390 • 

. s-Carl stange• "Ble OasoJd.obtllohe Bedeutu!IS Sohlelermachera n, 
»- 391. . 
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,oe:rned ,TJ. th 0d1e Pcoble:ao aer lbs ,ma l'amllionlebans" • 6 

and sooial problans - f:L•eadom tt:11! the_ laboror.8 shorter WDrla-

1113 holtt'e etc. 'lbeso tbinss do DGt seem. oampat1ble "1:th a 

passive m_vstic:lsm. 

D3.1Ul1!1m·'s further orit1o1:m 1s that Sohle!mmaohar baa 

m~a 1.ha self the Bole arbiter of relig!OllS truth - that !s
8 . . 

·that there is no ob3eo1d,veJ.y aetendn!3d oontent to relis1on, 

b11•ii only that wflioh the ~b3~tive oonsotousn1as reooSDises. 

fti.G thoolom, doos speak both of man and or Oo48 but not 1a 

s uch a "!,Wl.V that mn·'a teel.1.Ds oausas Ood to 'be 1ts oontent. 

Sollle ie1ur:101'l~•s God :l8 not ~ proJeaticm of b1s subJ·eot1ve 

. oonso!ononess nor an. 1mag1ned mmction for- emplr1oal behaV1or 

micl atatos or mind. ~t he olearl.J' 4i4 not vent to be untt-­

a'totid in that V/8."1 ms seen ab~e.7 What 8ohloiermaohar In• . . . 
sists on is that the personal authority rar ta1th lies ao1l . 
m ·writton.propos1t!ons or 111 a oOl'pUB o~ :L9GV'eal.e4 fntOl.'EB.t,-_. 

but in the personal kno\tledge- of _Oocl. aa lt stats 1n the oGD- . . 
sciousness ot tha 489'0U't Obrlstlml. l1t.s rel!Slon 1s a "CbrJ.~t­

liche fl'CP-'l!e Selbstbewosztse!n11 
• seJ11..oansa1msnesa, to be . . 

s uz,e, but Ohrletlan sett-ocmso!ousness. lt_ 1a ~t mm•a ocm-

sc1ousnes3 ot M:mselt0 but or that w.l1;hin him ubioh points 

him outside Jd.1a:1elt, to God. 

~Barth. Die ptoteataptlsgha !l)fl939ss,,. P• zo1 • 
. , . 

7DAI !S'PA• ·Chap. ll• P• 21ft' •. 
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Sobleiermaoher's Qatem ls, houn'er, aub3eot a aerlOWI 

criticism v1h1oh a 4are not neg].eot. \'let have notel pi-ewlou.a-. 

1Y Behle1ermchet''s shift o!' eJll)haa1s in-tho OJmdJ,,.,lfhn, 
·:rrom what he held 111 the Ream1t In the 9)gp?:apa1ahN he cUs­

pences w!th the purely ps,ohologloa1 detm1t1on ot rellslon 

aa feeling by addina ratleoticm. on experlenoa 1n "4l1oh ob-

3e0ti·""e content is inoludecl. Hts pBJOhologloal approaoh to 

Religion in the !_eden ms adequate as long as he cont1na4 

h:!mr.elt to the autonomy oft the l~S.glous f'eeling. As 800JI 

as he began ilo o:ueak about the Obr1st1an religion, howln'.-1 

abj eetive content se also ne"4ed. Be Bhttted h1a empJms!a 

t he110 t o the ob3eot1ve s14e9 to a baaio• m5n51Jllm. 1n wb!ch 

t he ,·mole of objective Christian faith was seen 1n a oan-

ii1"tll nrelation to Jesus Christ .• " In the plrm or the GJBP\IPl-
1,.@~"!!.~ llot'18Ver, he does not c1o 3ust1ce 'to tJd.D dl&OOV81'1'• 

It i s obvious that he l2EIJlts the rea4er to. be t:htnJdng or · 
C.br!at throughout the •ole wrk. .As ifarner JU.et SEQS., . 

"Es 1st e:rs1ohtllob, wle sebr Sohlel'ermaoher mlt 
se1nem 1n der linleitung zur Glaubenslebl'e 
ausgesproohenen Qrundaaetzen,·emst : zu "111Eichen 'llucbt 
c!asz in der Cbr!stliohen Rellpon n1oht "811J~ 
aenn alias nut a1e 4Ur0b Jeaum van l1aBare1ah wll­
braohte Ei-loesuus bazogen seln messe. J\uoh • 
nioh't ·ausdrlleoklloh davon ilio Rede Jst, so11 
diese Uesiehwag ala selbstvarstamcll.1on vorau.sgeseta1J 
se!n."9 

Nevex-theless. C.br1stolom' aUll pose4 a gieeat problem. 8114 
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tho question 1s• Whether he ooula fit Obr1atolog- into b1a . . 
. theological form. C!n-1stolosv 18 a1111':lYB the 11aturblng . . 
faoto1... As Barth says,· 

"'~ (Jesus) maobt. dem Professor un4 dem Predf.ge 
Sohleiermaoher s1oht1g·v1el muehe! Aber ebeal· er 
1st aa. Und der P.t-otessor und Prad1gar. 1111,oht slob 
diese Mueho., soim1mmt unablaeasig gegan seinen 
e:I.genen Stl'O&l,. ,v:1.11 unter allan Umstaenden, sel es 
auch um den ?:rets van gew.lsaa Kuen.ste¼fgen un4 Soph1s­
men, 01Jr1atocentr1s·~hED.'· 1heologe se1n. 11 

\\'h® 110 speaks ot how the roclempt1on takea plaoe9 howevn; 

ho 1o.ust ~pelt ot 1 t 1n tcmqs ot a -God-oonso10UBDess. Be s.s • . 
,Sht.ll ·we Sa¥, ava:re ~, but not enough am:re CJ£ 'the 'trfm8.-. 
cenc,ont fact~. "Er ba:t die P1st1s 1n Gnosia· verwanclelii~ 011 

a s Fartll s , vs. Be seriously \18Dts to present a CJa-latooantdo 

t haol ol!'}' but ommot do so tran the oentral :i2'1nolp1e at: tba 

GJ:m1bmJ!lo!m,t .• 

Further., there ts n,ore to tile Cbrlat1an tee:Lms Of: 4apen­

deu.ce on God than 8ohle1ermaaher1a 1\-eteranoe ~ fln1te 

phenoae1Ja · to tm neoessa17 causality ~ God. ala Hls vln 

of sin too, as the predOiD1nanoe of the aense-oonaolousnaas 

over the God-a0Jiso1o~ess ls a la.'l~or!oua attaupii to bd.DB 
the vital CJuiist!an understan41DS or s!n and aalvaticm 1ntxt 
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line with a qstem to.o small to hold it1 In general, the 

whole Glaubenalehre &Utt~& 1n that it .t!GOea not :,,ream't . ~ .. :-
ob~ective .doct.rines of' "od-·and CbriatolbSt :b)Jt =.:1¥ treats· .. - .. . 
them as th97 are p~es~t, :.or related to the; Chriatien self-. • ..is -::;,...... • t h o • 

conscioupneas. .../ ·/. · · /. · . .,. :,.~"?/ ;-.."': •t ;:. :: 

Since_ his f'aul t :ta·· n_ot; 1n his wi~. lto· -be a Cbriat.t.an 
-·· " ' . .,. . 

theololJim but :ln. bis attainpt to presen~; ·&: UDUiecl qateqa 
. . 

of' Christian philosophy, Br'mmer1 s criticiams of' Schlein.· 
, :: ; 

macher ·are not apropos. :, .. When Brimtler ldshea to pose· an al~ 
• • I I r ■ • • -~~" : , I • I • \ i 'i. , I,._ • ! I • • 

temati ve to· ·Sclll•1ermacher1 a 11JDJ'sticiam" in hia conception 
• • • I • • & 

of' "W~rd", -he muat either· be egnost:Lc,, o;·• give a soluticm -. 

vlhich can be distinguished from that of'· SCbleieim&dler OD]¥ 

in 1 ts terminoloSJ~ 14 · ... ~ f'acti t,b.at' be) :~tm • · flE1D. ipouer . .. . . ·•,·· .. 
llmm vereiDlgt. ~-· auch· inam• er e:ln Philosopli 'voJI -~ .. · 

so.4~ el"' 
schleiemacher• a 1st --·(eichW.ch) uilver•bare W1Gersp1'118Che 

in seiner· Peraon,nl6 IIO~ld aea:a ~ 1Ddi~•~ that Brmmer 

:Ls not. quite as sure o,f' bis ground as~:t ~cbleiermbcber 
. . · .. : . . 

as tbe bitiJJg rhetoricl of bis Di!• 1rstik e 9!I wort. 6114 

his posi Ung .q~ 't!ba mti thesis •eat.:actar die JCrat4,k oder 

do~ wo~" .would ae• :to: _jpdicate. In ti(•• c!oJ1cl.Us1on of this 

paper then; we will at.tag,t to otter B · -ao~ution llhlch avoids 
: - 'I .- • .. . • • • • 

the exagerations of' both.; 

13mA., P• 113. 

l4ndi supra chapter lV t P•· 63tt. . 

.~er, Di! 11yatiJS ggs SY ~,· P!I 36&. 



CHAPTER VI 

... 
A_PROPOSED SOLUTION TO mE PhO~ 

In. the course ~f this pa 11er an attem:pt has be~ made 

to -n1.;ticulate the omicepti'ons ot :iiTiedrioh Sohlelermaober . . ·. .... . . 
and lihlil ~et"· as to h~·z relil!:io~is km>w1odge is· reo,~wd. 

, . . . 
Se!ll.eierrnacher, 1t vns see~, believed tbllt in the literac-. . . 
t 5.cn bet\'leoo the totality of the Uni-verse and man, it· be-" 

oomes possible .:.for man to_._intu1t· God ~nd to lmor1 hiJJl in ~he 

feslill' or the devout. solf'--oonsoiousness~ Feelius or the . 
' 'unmittelbare sel.bstb~ztso1n" is tor him 'the psyohologl-

cal seat or the knowledge of Goa. Since he believes that .. . 
f eGling is not conditioned by the reason or the moral wJ.ll• 

dotrtriae can ba tru.e onl.v 1n a. derivative aense,. that 1s9 

as ! t attempts to give conceptual expression to a tru'f?h 

\'ihioh i s in realit-y nonraiiional.. Brmmor,, on the other 

lland, belines that SOhlele_maoh.-'s theology ls 1mpl1o!.tlY 

and explloitl:,- an attempt to justli'y man tram the rllvine 

ground ot li1s om soul .. and to 111&ke God and the Word !m-· . / . . 
manent 1n t11e Jtuman spirit,. As an alternative he poses a . . 
~lo1'<1 of God ,m!oh is given to men and reoaived by them In 

the event of· revi;Jat1on.~ 1n th~ persoDEa enaoanter between 

God and man. 

In the op!ntm of t!la es881'181i• B.runne:r's statm:ient ~ 
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the quostion as 1nvolv1ns ODb' tm posalbWtlas - either 

a givGn lm0\7l·e4se ouusecl by Gee!• ~ a sub3an1ve pnoaptlon 

of' God by the huluan taoult1oa ....: cloes not lend 1 tsett to 

a true undc,rstana,.q ot the question. An either-or atat;e-, 

mental.most inevitablp lea&J t~ an over-aiphaa1a ~ one or 

t he otltGr ot the alternatives. Iu Soble191'111BOhR1s oasa •. 

his r osotion ~ ainst a rlmr at faith as uo more 1.han an in.t&J.­

lectual asaent to a botly of raveale4 1ntormat1on robbed hh1 

or t he possib11:J.ty or ever relat1nt& his taith t,o the \'lhOla 

body of' Christian truth. In thc.t same t_,.• Brunner-'s view 

ot· t be pi-oblen aa having only thes~ two poesib111t1es makea 

b" , in a ttempting to. on8'-;m- the_ problam. 1nvo1ve h1111Beltt 

in 2spocts of the v!m., he lllB&n3 t~ or1t1o1ze. 'lhe oorreot 

t b112g t ho.t Sc!lleio:maohor muted to a:rrtm •a that lmcnt­

ledge of God is most dei'1n1tel.7 a very personal thing• an4 

i nseP.lll'ably oonna~ted with the \W>rk of thO lfo~ Spirit. 

~ er va nts to a.tt11".4• and rightly so.- that our lmot4e4ge 

of Oqd is 1n no ,m:, tlepenclent upmi us bu't is aolel.y Goel 'a 
r evelation a.t Himself to us. Jht 1n tile oontext o'f: their 

s:r,stems., netther of the two insights 1s allowecl to 00111Et to 

i'ull f'lot·rar. 

. A solution to 'the problem nlll, them• have to 1nolw1e 

the corraot 1nslgbta of both Soble1el'ID&oher and B.rurmer • 

. ,vithout hm>lvinf'. itself 1D their aamrarat1ons. It will 

have to say 1n every oaso t11at the 1D1t1atlve lleo solely la 
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. God. ~~ will have to my fm-ther, that God's rnela't1on 

of H:1.msolf' is in OV8l'7/ case prior to hu!llan Jmowlac1gf! of 

:EH.la, or, in other T«rrds, vre do not l:n.O\IT God, bu.t are k:noVJD 

by Him. '!'he certalnty 01' our knowledge does not lie 1n 'the 

taot that ,:w ba.va ~d an experlenoe, but 1n. tho S'ao't 'that 

God~s Word has ponetmted into our inner consoiousneEs, and 

tl1a.t lii3 Holy Spirit has convlnoed us of :tts truth. 
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