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on primitive religlonss budy in partioular, e epecialist among the Yinne-
bago tribe, having studied their myths with them for five years, 1908-1913,20
He relates thats

In one of the inoldents of the great prose epls of the liinnebago en=
titled *The Twins', the great hero deitios . « o assemble in heaver to
ask the supreme deity, Earthmaker  « « 'Hearken, father, you who dwell
aboveélnll things you have orented. Ve desire to make you an offering.

~ .Iﬂ

Earthnaker, according to Radin, is not just e Supreme Being, but his main
oharacteristio is his all~embracing oreative aotivity. This ia the accomnt,
in part, of oreation among the Winnebagos

What was 1t our father aal on when he ocame %o corsclousness 1s unoer~
tain. Then hls tearg flowed and he begen to ory. liot long did he think.
He saw nothing and nothing waz thore anywhers. He toock something from
the seat on which he was sitting and made a portion of our earth. Then
ho sent the earth below him. From where he sat, he locked at his om
oreation end it beoame similar to our earth. However nothing grew upon
1t and 1%t was entirsly without covaring. It had not become quiet but
vias splnning arounds « « He had sont the rooks (a femalo spirit) olear
through the earth, throughout ita sxtent, and only the hends remnined
uncoverad. He looked at his orcation and saw that it had become quiet.
lio clouds appeared anywhere, the light of day seemed motionless, and
the vibration of heat looked 1ike spider-webs going past, £loating.

Radin adds, at the end of this portion of their oreation myth, that "1t is
only then thet he begins to oreate the animal irhabitants of the earth. is

in the Biblioal socoant, man is oreated last. « «"23 Hero one can ses that,

20panl Radin, "The Culture of the Winnebago as Desoribed by Themselves®,

Indiens Univergity Publications in Anthropology and Linguistios (Baltimores
Wiaverly Press, Ino., 1949) Preface. pe 1=5.

2lponl Hadin, Primitive Religion (New York: Viling Press, 0.1937) p.
216,

22pau] Radin, Mipnebago Tribe, qouted in hisz Primitive Relligion (Hew
York: Viking Press, 0.1937) ppe 263. 263. :

paul Hadin, Primitive Relizion (Hew Yorks Viking Press, 0.1937) p.
263,
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in this exanple of creatio gx nihilo, there is rstained an order of orention

very simllar %o that of Genesis, partioularly with the oreation of man placed
at the end of the aocount, and the Supreme Being elone doing the oreating.
The Sioux Indianz, of the Mandan group, have somevhal contradioting be-
liefs conoerning oreatlion. Alexander resords these differing viewpolnts, ons
expressad by the priests of the Pcbble Soceity of the Omaha tribes, the other
by the Ilidatsa, eleo a Siouan group. Befors these impreasions are introduced

into the thesis, it might bs of wvalue %o oonsider what sort of conception the
Onahn had of thelr Creator, Vakanda. Alexander relates:

Probably the Siouan counoception of Vakanda, the mystery that is in all
1ife and all oreation, has been aa carefully studied as any Indian re=-
ligicuz ldea. « « Doubbless the most illuminating analysis of this great
Slovan divinity . « « i3 that made by Miss Fletoher in her study of the
Omaha tribs. Wakanda, shs says, "stands for the mysterious 1ifs power
peraeating all natural forms and foroesz and all phases of man’s oon-
colous life. « « Visible naturc sesms to have mirrored to the Omeha nind
the overpresent activitles of thes invisible and mysterious ¥akanda. wé

The priests of the Pebbls Sogeisy of the Omahe relate the following creation
myths

4% the boginning all things were in the mind of Vakanda. All oreatursa,
inoluding men, were splrits. They moved about in space betwesn the earth
and the stars. They wers seeking a place whero they could coms into bod=
ily oxistences « « Then thay descsnded to the earth. They saw that it was
govered with water. Thay floated through the air to the north, the east,
the south, and the west, and found no dry land. They wers sorely grieved.
Suddenly from the midst of ths water uprose a great rock. It burst into
flames and the waters floated into the air in the olouds. Dry land appear=
ed; the grasses and the trees grow. The hosts of spirits descended and
beozme f£lcsh and blood, fed on the seeds of the grasses and the fruits of
the trees, end the land vibrated with their expressions of Joy and grat-
itude to Wakanda, the meker of all things.25

241,85, Alexander, Mythology of All Haces - Horth Amerioan (Boston: iar-
shaell Jonss Coes 0.1916) X, 82, 83, -

#B1bid.s pe 98.
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Here the Siouan myth has recsorded thres ideas that are in ocommon with many
oreation myths, and that point to the iden that all eoreation myths have
their origln in one — e oommon origin, First, the Omaha have oonceived of
a Creator that had the plan of oreation already in his mind before oreation;
secondly, thé:,-' had the concept of 2 primel substance, to bz exaot, water,
covering the eesrth; thirdly, they oconsidered the original state of affairs
ofSer orestion 4o be Jjoyful, blissful -~ Go repsat their own words:s "the
land vibrated wlth their express:l.ong of joy and gratitude te Welmnda, the
meker of all things"a The priests did not have one concept common %o meny
nythe of the Wow Vorld, nenely, the idea that the Creator himself is unore=
obed. Bub the lidatpa dide The Hidatsa differ in .'l:hs.t ‘they attribute orea=-
tlon to the Pirst iian. As Alexandor wrote oonseraing them: %Y. « « the First
Han + « « formed the earth out of mud brouzht up from tha waters by o duglk,.
-. » the Hidatss « « o say of the First lan, the Creator, that no one made
hin, and that he is immortal,t<€

The Pawneec of Hebrasla prasent a mush more complicated version of the
first things. They have a Supreme Creator called Tiraway and retain the be=
lief that his abode "is the highest oircle of the visible universes Tirawa-
etius is his Pawnee name. All the powers in heaven and on earth are derived
from him; he is the father of all things visible and invisible; and father
of all the people; perpetuating the life of mankind through the glft of ohi.id-

ren ¢« » ¢"®7 LAlexander continueas his ssoount of the Pawnee; quoting a state~

261bid., pe 105.

*ibides pe 80s
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mont made by the Pavmes themaelves: "Ve think of Tirawe as in everything,
as the powsr which hag arranged and throwm dowvm from above everything that
man needs".?? This 4s o portion of the orestion story of the Pawmees

¢ « » then the (louds gathered; the Tinds blew; Lightnings and Thun~
ders entered the Cloudo. “hen space vas ocanopled, Tirawa dropped a
pebble into thelr midst, which vmz rolled abount in the thiok Clounds.
The storm pasced, and e waste of wators waz revenled. Then to the
Star-Cods of the World-inarters Tirawa gave war-olubs, bidding them
to strike the wmters with them; and as they obayed, the waters sep=-
arated, end the earth wns made. Vhen all this had oome to pass, Tire
ave commanded the Bright Star of the evening to tsll the Star-Gods of
the Quarters %o sing of the formation of the earth. « « the Clouds
and the Vinds and the Lightnings end the Thunders agnin assembled,
end from the might of thoir storm earth vas divided into hill and wval=-
ley. Thon sgain Tirawa bade, through Bright Star, that the Star-=Gods
of the .uerters should sing of timber and of vegetation, and again
there wms o gtorm, and earth was given a drsss of living gresm. A
third time they sang, and the watera of the earth ware oleansed and
sweetened and coursed in flowing streamss A fourth tine they sang,
and all menner of seeds, whioh had droppsd to the earth; sprouted ine
to life. . 26

Although this record assigns various powers %o the lasser delties, there
still remain some aspsots of this myth similar to other accounts. Iota, for
exanple, the belief that the earth was at first covered with water, the zen-
cral order of oreation as related in Genesis, and, despite the assistant
oreators, there is ths conoept of one gupreme Creator, Tirawa.

The West Algonkins, the Arapho, the Cheyenne, the Atsina, likewise
Imve & Suprame Creator and a remarkable acocunt of oreation with details
renminisasent of the Biblioal record. Hote partioulsrly a prayer of the Are-
pho, in which they refer to orsation of an ancestral pair, a.man and a wo-
men: 9y Father, have meroy on us. Remember that we are thy ohildren ever

gince the time when thou hast oreatad the heavens and the earth with one

2T T01d., p. 80s
28104d., pp. 106-107.
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man and one woman."2® The Vlest Algonkins have a "great and holy life
_ooremony” which is "e repotition of the story of oreation?. They "teach
that the tribal anoestor celebrated these ocremonies for the first time
at the bshest of tho Supreme Being, and then imposed them upon the entire
tribe 4o ba oclebrated foraver."@0 The Arapho oreation story refers to
the Crsator as "the ancestor with the sacred pipe® or, simply, the man
with the pipe:

It hegins by telling how the ancestor with the sacred pipe, whioh re-
presents the Supreme Being hinmself, vmndered over the huge watery de~
sert et the first beglining of the worlde « « he wanders through thisg
fmmonss polltude of water six days, end in the morning of the seventh
day he bhalts at the very place whare, in the near fulure, the earth is
to appeal as the « « « abode of men., Solemnly marching he walks from
there to eli four cardinal points and cails into the wide world to all
weter~hirds and reptiles vhich arc thought of as elready existing:

"Jlea peoplel « « « Come and make an attempt to search for earthi® . .

e red~head duck and turtle appeared having each of then found earthe «
« The maon placed the twe heaps of cley upon hip pipe « « « 2nd ina
ceremonious manner let the dried clay go to the four quarters of the
worid, praying at the same tims. And thus the earth was mades « » Now,
evary one of the differsnt kinds of animals, birds, reptiles, and plsnts
viich vere oreated offered itszlf to the Creator to be used in the ser-
vices of man end carth and was acocepted for it. Af'ter that the Creator
nades the rivers snd the mountaing of the carthe. o « After this . « «
valleys, with trees having green foliage; and, in feot, the earth was
gloathed with an abundanse of grass. After the Creator saw what he had
mades he was mush pleased with its appearance.S*

There nre three significont details in this oreatlon nyth. The statement
about "the immense solitude of water! will mot be treated as aignificant,
sinoe the investigation will encounter it so many times as to oonsider 1%

as eliost tho uhenimous belief of all Lmerindians. The firet detail under

297ilheln Sohmidt, Primitive Rgvelstion (St. Louis: Herdor Book Coa,
0.1939) Pe 206q

somg.-' Pe 174,

Sly$1helm Sohmidt, High Gods in North smerics (Londons Oxford Univ.
Press, 1933) pp. 69«72,
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oonalderation may be pure oonjesotuie, but the mention of seven days, though
in a different counection as in Genesis, might indicate some relaticn between
the tro. The author repsats that thls suggestion 1s basa.d on presumptive
evidenoe and remaina a supposition. But the idea that plantes and animals
from tne time of oreation waere %o be used in the servios of man, and the
statenent that the Creator "was mmoh pleased” with his oreation, appear in
othar umyths and strongly su;;cst outalde influsnse, if not a common tradition.

Az ths inventigetion turns Go soma of the rudest tribes of Horth Amere
icn, the Pueblo tribes of Haw ilexioo, there is still this zans loftier and
more recondits conoept of the Crenlor. "Among the ssdentery Zunis", Brinton
relates that, *it is suid of their demiurge Awonawllona that at the beglinning
*he conseived within hinsell and thought outward in spros®, inorder 1':0_ bring
nature inbo existences"®2 Alexonder tells ug that "in the beginning Awonae-
wilona with the Sun Father and the ioon iHother existed above ¢ « « ‘#S.th breath
from hip heart Awonawilonn oreated clouds and the great waters of the world
» o o'« Alexander then explains that "(through the light, clouds, and air he
becomes the cssence and ereabor of vegetation)."3 In order to prevent giv-
ing the Sun Father or !oon ilother preeminence ovar Awonawilona in the read-
er's mind, he emphasizes that "superior even to this primeval pair, the Zuni
recoghize Awonawilona, the supreme life-~giving power, the initiator and em-

bodiment of the life of the world, referred Lo as Ng-She . « -">%¢ EHere is an

32poniel Brinton, Religlons of Primitive Peoples (Hew York: G.P. Put~
nan®s Sonsy 0.1597) P- 124,

53i. 5. Alexandor, Mythology of ALl Roces - Horth Ansricen (Boston: iar-
phall Jones Coepy 0.1916) pe 206,

S41p1d,, p. 187.



