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noly church still allows it to take place here on earth, with 

joy that is itself holy and without anything evil. For it 

was created so at that time. 

When God had created the world and all things for man 

according to his will, then he finally made mean. And when 

ne was made, he found all things subject to his hand. Then 

the triune God seid to himself, "Let us make man in our own 

imagee" That is, that a man in his soul, but not in his body, 

has thoughts and virtues like God's. All the virtues that a 

men has, come from his soul into his body. 

God put this man Adem into paradise and made him its 

keeper. It is full of trees which bear fruit at all seasons 

of the year; there are no others like it in the world. In 

the middle of paradise, God put a tree that surpassed all others 

in beauty and in virtue, as a right reserved for himself. As 

often as he saw that tree, Adem was to think on God, because 

amen in good fortune forgets God and himself, if he is not 

helped by his grace. ; 

God said to Adem, "Eat of all the trees of paradise, 

except this one tree. Don't eat of it on pain of death." 

4nd through Adem the ssme commendment was passed on to Eve. 

Then God said, "It is not good for a man to be by himself." 

Here the formula used in marrying a man end a women got its 

start. 

Therefore it is by God's ordaining that a man takes 

a woman of similler age, state, and birth. For if these are
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similer the merrlage is apt to go well. Otherwise not. 

Keeping this in mind, the priest should inquire whether they 

gre relatives too close to be married, whether either of them 

pas a better claim on someone else, whether they agree to live 

together end keep the pledge which he will put upon them. 

As a token of this and at God's command, the angels 

‘prought all kinds of enimals.to Adem. But since there was 

no creature like Adam, his spirit was snatched up into heaven, 

end there he sew everything that was to befell him end el? 

his offspring. But during this time God took a rib from 

Adem's flesh, end he said, "Let it be a womm, flesh of flesh 

and bone of bone." Then God woke Adam, and put the woman 

before him end gave her to Adam. 

This is what the priest does when he gives the woman 

to the man. ‘The men places on the Book a silver coin which 

bears the human image, as a token that he takes her with the 

intent to beget children who are of God's image, in order to 

replenish the number of engels.+ 

Then Adam took the woman end said, "This is now bone 

of bone and flesh of flesh. For a men will leave father ond 

mother and cling to her as a part of himself. She shall love 

him and he her, and the two will be one flesh." For their 

child comes from the flesh of the father end mother. After- 

werd, the woman took in her hend the fruit of the forbidden 

tree and ate it, tempted by the devil, end gave it to her 

husband Adem, showing that she loved her husband more then 

God. 
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The priest blesses a ring, which represents God, because 

   

  

jt has no beginning or ending. He puts it on her finger, which 

nas a vein to herm her, in token that she should love God 

: gbove all and then her husband. After they had broken God's 

command, at once an angel sent from God drove them from 

paradise out into the world to earn a living in work and 

weakness. The women had to bear fruit in trouble end pain. 

Next the priest takes them in hand and leads them into 

the church, which is God's house, as a pair who have sworn 

en oath to live eccording to God's law and to obey his conmand-_ 

ments. And so he puts them before the altar as if before 

God's own face. In token that the holy Trinity has performed 

this act, the priest begins the mass of the Trinity. 

Yet since Adem and Eve were naked, God had compassion 

on them and clothed them with pelts, that 1s with a cloth 

made from deed animals. Similarly we wear a loincloth, 

teaching us to keep in mind our death and the digging of 

the grave, and so to forsake the evil end do the good. 

Since the woman sinned more then Adem, the priest reads 

more over the woman than over the man. Then the man kisses 

the priest end transfers the kiss to his wife, as a symbol 

that there is total peace and concord between them and God, 

end that there always will be as long as they keep the vow 

they have taken. To show you what penalty those who break 

  

Ite ranks of the engels were believed to be filled 
with sainted Christians, especially those who died young.
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this vow deserve, I want to tell you this example. I once 

read of an old Imight who had married a young girl. But since 

this old man did not altogether satisfy her, she took an in- 

solent knight who was their neighbor. When they had lived 

in sin for a long time, they both died suddenly. There hap- 

pened to be 4 men making charcoal in the hunting park of his 

lord. When he had kindled a great fire of coals, he lay dow 

peside it to watch over it during the night. 

Toward midnight, he saw a woman come running as fast 

as she could, crying out fearfully in a supernatural snd 

miraculous voice. After her came a man dressed all in black, 

riding a bleck horse and swinging a drawn sword in his hand, 

who chased her round and round the fire of coals. Finally 

he csught her and hacked her to pieces end threw her into 

the fire and rode on his way. 

He did the same on the following night, and this coalmm 

sew it night after night, until he was so terrified that he 

went to his lord and explained why he could stey there no - 

longer. But the lord said, "Go back again, and tonight I'1l 

come too. With the help of God I'11 know what they are." 

So the lord ceme. When the other man had hacked the woren 

in pieces and thrown her into the fire, the lord was waiting 

and caught his bridle and cursed him to tell what they were. 

Then he said, "I am aman, end she is a women whom I 

possessed, but I am not her husband. I kill her every night 

and burn her in the fire because she was the cause of my sin.
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I pide aboard a spirit which resembles a horse, and this 

| gaddle burns hotter than eny earthly fire. We will have to 

continue this until some good man helps use" The lord said, 

  

Mwhet is that help?” Tell me, and I'll do it." So he told 

nim how meny masses had to be sung for him and what alms. 

The lord took care of these, as he had promised, and so they 
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yere both relieved. In this way marriage is holy in the 

beginning. 

It is also holy in the living. As an example of that 

Christ and his mother Mary and his disciples were invited to 

a wedding between John the Evangelist and Mary Magdalene. 

By his coming he sanctified the wedding, which is now prac- 

tised as I have already mentioned. To recall that, the 
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priest prays over the food after he says mass. He comes and 

blesses their food and drink, as Christ by his blessing and 

at the request of our Lady changed water into wine. To show 

you the effect of a priest's blessing, I went to tell you 

this story as it actually happened. 5; 

A group of men had taken along a pot of ale to drink 

at an inn. The priest of the town should have been one of 

them, but since he hed not yet said mass, he told them to 

start drinking while he went and sang. One of them asked 

him, "Sir, bless this drink, before you go." He said, "May 

God bless it; I certainly do. In the name of the Father and 

the Son and the Holy Ghost. Amen." At once the pot burst 

to smithereens, and a huge toad lay in the bottom. They all



      

206 

| poised their hands to God, thanking him thet he had saved them 
from poisoning by that blessing.” 

Merriage is also holy at its ending. Those who keep 

it well while they live will come and be accepted at that 

great wedding which shall occur after judgment day, when God 

end the church will be married in everlasting bliss. 

Near Northampton there was once an eleven year old 

child who was sick during a plague and was in a trance. When 

ne awoke, he recounted many amazing things. Among the others 

who were nearby, wes a man who kept a lover so secretly that 

no one knew about it. This man got the notion to go and talk 

to this child. 

As he was going there,. he ran across an evil spirit 

which resembled his lover. He kissed her and rode on. When 

he came to the child, he asked him, "How are you?" "Weil, sir," 

said he, "but you are not well, for you are keeping a lover 

contrary to the law of God. You thought you kissed her on 

the way here, but it was really a devil similar to her. With 

that kiss you put a cencer on your lip which will eat into 

the middle of your heart, unless you repent." Since the man 

considered the words fantastic, the cancer grew bigger and 

ate nim so that he died. 

  

2 the Middle Ages the toad was thought to be as 

poisonous as an adder; it was one of the most frequent in- 

carnations of Satan. 
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‘Therefore every men and women ought to be careful that 

_ they keep the oath they made before God and all his saints. 

whoever breaks it will not escape unscathed.



    

XVIII. SPECULUM SACERDOTALE 

Fifteenth Century 

Intended for parish priests, the Speculum sacerdotale 
is a series of addresses for the church yeare Some o e 
items appear as finished sermons, while others seem to be 
no more than homiletical raw material. Covering the saints! 
days as well as the Sunday pericopes, the collection paral- 
lels John Mirk's Festial. It includes numerous narrationes 
and exempla. Though the text cannot be dated by decade, 
probably represents the second quarter of the fifteenth 
century. This sermon treats the Gospel for Maundy Thursday, 
John 15; 1-15. The translation is from the Early Fnglish 
Text Soclety., Original Series 200, pp. 106-114. A page of 
the original appears in the Appendix. 

24. MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Sirs, on this day our Redeemer had his last celebration 

end feast with the disciples. Just as he always loved them 

while he was in the world, so he also loved them at the end, 

and for thet reason prepared a farewell feast for them. As 

a father does with his children when he knows his death is 

drawing near, calling and sweetly restraining and encouraging 

them to love one another and continue in fitting faith and 

trust, so Christ did at his death. 

On this day he called his apostles together, teaching 

end confirming the true faith in which they should stand, 

keeping in their hearts forever the words which he would say


