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CHAPTER I
IETROIUCTIOE
The Thesis

The purpose of this study was to determinme in what
amonnt the vse of the Bible was recommended for the upper
f£ive grades of Intheran elementary schools, how it was
tsught, and how the situation could be improved, where
needed, both in furthering the emount of Bible usage and
in improving the methods employed;

The Procsdurs

To make this study, it was nocessary to read the our-
ricvla and zuldes for Lutheran elementary sohoolﬁ to ‘deter-
mine what use of the Bible was recommended. I.nthefan writ-
inzs on Bible study were consulted to loarn whet the prob-
lous and wethods in Imthem schools were, snd what mesns -
Luthersna sdvised towards o aolvuoa of the problems.

Books on Bible study by other anthors were also consulted
to defermine whether any of their wethods were adsptable
to the situation of the Lutheran parish school.

Lutheran edusstors have become incressingly eware of
the need for improved wethods of Bible atudy. Their writ-
ings were the chief sources for this study.




CHAPTER II
THE AI:S OF TEACHIKG TEE USE OF THE BIBLE
The Importance of The Bible in I.i:tho:an Theology

The Iuthoren Church calle itself the church of the
open Blble., By its emphseis oh revelation and the keans
of Grace the Inthoran Reformation hes raimed the Bible to
& high poeition in the Church. Before ths Heformation the
Roman Catholic Church had rt-al.a:gatad the Bible to 8 subor-
dingte position, on o level with tradition, the writings of
the Church Fathers, snd the decrees of councils end popes.t
The {hurch bad been conmeidersd the medium of revelation,
and the Bible was revelation ohly in so far a5 it wes a
preduct of the Church. The chﬂiu:ch was not bound to the
Bible, but could continue to give revelation as the voice
of God to msn. Therefore Bible resding by ths coumon pec-
ple wes not onl;r unneneaanry. 'Imt di scoursged.® Since ths
Church was the guthor of the Eible. the Church slone counld
interpret it. People learned the will of God by inquiring
of their prisste. The Bible wes regarded as s difficult,

even s dengerous book.

1. . fuelben, A Bistory of Ehe Christien chn:oh
(Hew Yoxk: Phomas HelSon and Sobs, 0e194b), Pel

- 23, milgers, "Censorship®, The Cstholic En o
(New York: Re. appleton Co., 9087, III, PeD20e
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The Lutheron Reformation chenged sll thie. Luthoer
received the impetus for his reform efforts throngh study
of the Bible. %he Bible gave him the sasursnce and suthor-
ity to withetand nopes and dfetss To hir it was the eter-
nal Word of God, which men could not change or edit. Here
was the only mesns, or channel, through which God Spesks
to mez and comes to him. God hss decided to give all Bis
spiritual benefits %o msp through Bis Words 4sccordiag to
Lutheran tesching, God's Word ;ppearn is two forma, in
written form in the Bible and in signed form in the Saora~
ments,? The imtherausinsist thst these Hesns of Grace are
the only plzce wen should seek to find the love '.bf God ancl‘
sslvation. Zhey hold that the Bible is a clear book? and
is to be repd by every person who 18 sble. Luther st the
gsume time revived the doctrine of the royal priesthood of
believers, making every iadi vidusl Christisn responeible .
for his own Soul end s priest before God. This. view of the
way God offers end brings aa‘lvstion_to wen reised the Bible
to & high level. Kot only wes the Goapel preached to mon,
but the be:l.imra thmadva. being kings and priests be-
fore God, were £o reamil the Bible for their owmn sslvation
azd growth.

53. 7. Hueller Christisn Do naties {3t. Louis: Con-
cord!a '-’ubi:lah!.ng Hc'mse, 0ol924), Ped

‘:h’.do o DPe 138.
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"To promote this knmowledgs of the Scripture, to place
thie priceless troasure in the hsnds of the people, Inther
trenslated the Bible."® Since Luther matntaized that man
oouli find God's favor and love only in Soripture, it wes
nacessary for him to give the common pscple a Bible they
could resd snd use. The Germsn tronslstions then in ex-
istencve were ac unaatisfnc_:tory. pany of them mere trans-
literations of ths Latin Vulgate, that Luther undertoolk
the tesk of transleting the Bidle himself. This grest
‘work wes scoomplished esarly in the Reformer's life, while
hidden at the Waztburg Cestle. His translation of the Hew

Teatement sppeared in print in aéptombar. 1522, the 0ld

| Testement in 1652.% For his trsnslation Luthor usged the
best lsnguage of the men on tho street without stooping to
uso the lsnguswe of the puiter. The uee -of the Bible by
the comson people wes regarded 8o hiphly bty the Refoxmer
that he davoted precious yeers of labor to tramslating it
when the Reformstion movewent wus etill weak and his ef-
forts v.:ere needed evorywherce _

“In yvendering man responeible for his faith, and in
plecing the sourca of that feith in Holy Soripture, the
Reformstion contracted the obliration of placing everyone
in 8 condition to save Huself by resding and studying the

Bp, V. i. Peinter, Luther On Hducstion (St. Louis:
Concordie Publishing House, c.l928), D.1db.

sauul.ben, ope oit., p.228.

ol b el all ol el St § R an
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Bible."'! This neceasiteted popular education for the
mafses. Schools for btoys and girls ware established to
tesch them how t0 raeasd, that they night be able to read
the Bible, ILuther states: _
Above sll in schools of sll kinds the chief and most
common lesson should be the Jcriptures, snd for young
boys, the Gospel; and wonld to God eusch town had glso
g8 girla® school in which grils might be taurht the
Gogpel for an hour deily, either in German or Latini
cocBut where the Eoly Scriptures sre not the rule, I
gdvise no one to send his child. Rverything musf per-
ish where God's Word is nct s}ndiad nnceusingly.
The viewpoint thst schools s-houl‘d' ;b'a provided and reading
be tsught primsrily to cnable children to resd the Bible
ie still held by the Lutheran Clurch. This can be seen,
for instance, in s lettor to the pupils written on the
inside cover of s Bible workbook, im whick the suthor.ex-
presaly says that God smave th'e' children teachers fto feéch
them to resd so that they might read HiS Word.® This read-
ing of the Scripture is one of the charscteristics of s
Iutheran school, which, together with the natural refer-
ences to its content snd teschipgs in the course of the
reguler school day, asttng;n'i'.a.hes the Lutheran school fronm

the purely secular institution.t® According to the Luth-

7Guoted by Painter, Ope cit., ps6l, from Michel Breal,
Guelgues Hots sur 1° Instruction en France.

erl’.nt 6y Op» _Qg_t.o'- P.l&?.

94 4. Schuidt, et Ble, 3_:{%:% cgh l:o 'g Ford
v e ,‘

10geners) Gourse of Stuiy for Luthersn Elewentary
Schoole Published under the smspices of the Board of
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oran philoscphy of education, ‘the Bible is the only souzce
and primsry mesns for religious education. Such books a®
the Bible history, cstechism, and hymnel either contain:
portions of the Bible or are besed on Bible teschinga.ll
The Bible occupies the uentral: p.oaltion in Lutheran educa=-
tion. Luthersn educators emphasize the sctusl use of the
Bible itself as of great importsnce. 08cer R. Peucht, Sec-
retszry of Adult Rducation for The Lutherss Church - Kis-
souri Synod, lista six rensons why 1% is irportent to have
Tirathand experience with Scripturs.

l. The Bible Book is availsble costimmously and goes
along with the humsn being. (The Book remains when.
the voice of a tencher has died away and whon other
books are discarded.) :
2. Peraonal Bible reading is easential for vital
Christianity. (Hearing the TFord oanly csnnot take the
place of personal reading.) :

3o The Bible is intended .-for the conmon nen. (It was
written in the Koine, the. langusge of the people.)e..
4. Nynemic lgy lesdorship recuires Bible reading and
atudy. (The priesthood of nll believers dumends much
of the individunl Christisn. The sine gquu nom of
Christisn lesdership is "et homeness" in God's Word.)
5. Personal knowledge of the Bible is essentiszl for
Protestont Christisns. (Bvery Christian is to exercise
the ripht of privete Judguent.)

6. Firsthand knowledge of the Bible etrengthens con-
viction. (People who take their Ikmowledge of religion
only from other wen are mot as likely to be rooted
80 deeply and firmly in the Yord ss £5° thoae who reg-
nlsrly approach the Bible directly.)

The ergunents he lista apply in the case of children ss

Christisn Eduostion, Evangeliocsl Lutheran Synod of klssounri,
Ohio, and Other 3tates. (St. Louis: Concordis Publishing

HORBG‘ 1945). p.e?- %
n;hid.. po5u

i bl
‘A« He Johsmenn, Lesding Children into The Bible
(St. Louls: Comcordia Publishing Bouse, 1350), Ppgrn“-
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well as adults. 2he reason Lutherans go to the trouble of
providing parish achools in addition to the secular public
schools is for the purpoae of ielimma inatraction and
to give en underlying Christian piz‘!iosophw of 1ife in all
fields of ednoation. Since they ﬁliew that the Bible is
- the only source of religious knowledge, faith, ana life,
it is natursl that the Bible ncu-npiea 8 central position

in Imtheran eduncstion.
The Genmeral Alm

In order to tesch children to use the Bible, it is
necessary to have clearly da:_fi'u'eﬁ eims in rind. Siance for
Lutherans Bible reading 15 & Heons of Grace, their funda-
mentsl eim in ftesching its use. to childron is that they
mey grow in Christ, in faith in Bim, and that His 11:!e nay
increase in them. Many teschers think of the Bible a8 the
end of religious education !’.aa'te'éd of the means, a8 is
shown by their practices of m‘elmorhing without understand-
ing, superficisl resding, and speed drills.l® accoraing
to the Lutﬁrm Olmrch the use of the Bible is not an end
in 1tself, bu;l; the meana.whare:lyy God comes to man with Hias
gracé and love. Therefore the fundsmental aim of Bible
use is not scouaintance with the Bible end its tesching,
but growth in the 1ife of God through the Hesns of Grace.

15 ' 9 -
E. E» Zmme snd Pe R. Stevick, Principles of
glous Eduoation (Mew York: Haumual'l.Le:Tﬁgﬁ_p:R =




8
Specific Alms

To teach children how to use iha Bible, certain spec-
1f10 ains muet also be kept in mind. The firset such eim
i8 indoctrinetion, for there moat be facte on which faith
may rest. Jesus was a historical person. The Bible
teaches fects sbout God and mpgn. Without knowledge of
certaln facta, there cen be no Christianity. Eretsmann
seysa: :

In our dgys, when “oreedsl” inatruction is looked upon

with decided disfevor, it is all the more necessary

for evsry pupil to lknow that the Bible makes knowledge

of the way of salvstion fundamentsl in religious . .

study, both in esteblishing the basis of each believe

er’s 8tand end £in Rieparlng him to nmeet the objections

of the galusayers. ‘
The child must kvow the facts of redemption. He slso
should lesrn the meny other doctrines of deriptures end be
able to s0oms degres to diatinguish bé‘tmu Law snd Gospel.
Indoctrivetion should znot become the sole alz of Bible
study, nor dare it ever degenerate into the were imparting
of impersonsl fscts. Doctrines should alwoys be tsmght in
the light of what they mean for the child ia his faith and
life. et :

A second specific ain in 'fea‘ohim ghildren tc use the -
Bible is that theymay be able:to worship with bemefit.

Children should bde taught the difference between devotional

145. 8. Kretsusnn, $ho Religion of The Child ana Qther
Esseye 3t Lorior contosdta Bubiahiar Heuse, Tud], p-Leo.
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reading and resding for entertesimment or information. They
should be sble nmot only to receive benefit from group devo-
ticm8 in home and school, but slso $o tske mn sotive and
iptelligent psrt in them. They shomld learn to know what
8ections of Scoripture sre éspeﬂally suited for worship,
and how to uee them. They should prsctice concentrating
on God as they resd in the reciprocal agtivity of wo:ship.'w
Children should also be able to use the Bible indspendently
in their privste devotions.

A third sin of teaching Bible use is that children are
able to tum to the Bible for stremgth in tino of trouble
and to gpply the words to themsBelves. Kot only ehould the
logcation of comforting pasasgés be taught, tmt children
sho'uicl develop the habit nt';_io_ing tc the Bible regularly
Tor coumfort snd Btrength."'s Since the Go;spol is the Yeans
of Grece, it umst be the mesns of recoiving sssursnce of
the forgivoness of sins and help in trouble.

Ohildren should imow how to use the Bible not omly to
benefit themselves Wt slso for the sske of those whom
thoy meet in 1ife. Thie is the miesionary sim of Bible
tesching. OChildren who have t'hemaalvas exporienced the Jjoy
and comfort of Go-d'n word will bear qitnaas of this to
thelr frionds. The 3ible not only supplies then with the

notivstion for Christisn witness, ut gives thom the mes-

183ansmans, ope glte, Pedda - |
16general Course of Btudy, p.86.
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sage to tell and the method of tellinmg it ne wall, 17

The fifth oim 18 nore comprehensive. Its goal is for
children to schieve a Christisn philosophy of life im all
fielda of activity. Bible zae{dingg should not ve Jjust su-
othor subject in school. It should control the childron's
entire outlook on life, snd csuse them to live as Christ-
ians in all thelx sudbjects snd activities. CTherefore the
Bible will not only be used in formal reading periods, but
in connection with ail other s;ubjeets throughott the dsy.
Accordlor wo the Lutheran vim-:-. the pricary sdventsge of
the Lutheran school is that the childzen, by meszns of the
Bible ond its influence, achieve s Christisn philosophy of
1ife in sll 2ields. ;

177, 4. Xremar, "The Use of The Bible in The igrencies
of Ohristisn Bivcstion." unpudblished, (limeographed in
outline foru, 1949), p.7.

L N VT g W o L 1Y L, g S S S
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CHAPZER III
REFERENCES T0 BIBLE USE IH 7HR CURRICULA
Religion sni Related Subjects

Since the Bible oocvuples such an importsnt position
in Tuthersn eduoetion, it is to be expeoted thet many ref-
erences zre mgde to its use in the various curricula writ-
ten for Lutheran parish schools. Che grestest mumber of
guch rofsrences wi;l naturslly come in such svbjects as
Bible study, 3ible history, Cstechism, Churck kistory, snd
the liturry. Che study of the curricula in this ckspter
is bgsed vpon s number of wor&s. ehiefly The General Course
of Study for Lutheren Xlementsry. Schools,l end The Rduca-
tionpl Guide pnd Genmexsl Course of Study for Inthersn Elem-
entary Sehnola,a together with a pusber of sepsrate courses
of study written for individuel subjects of the curriculun.

All the above mentioned curriculs recoumend that Bible
study be msde &« soparate suﬁject in'tha uppor grades. dc-

cording to the Genersl Course Q;DStugx, "two separato per=-

?

1

General Coursa of Jtu !or Juthersn Ele
Schools. BIisEEE inder the suspices oi the ard o

EE?F:‘Fi"an Rduvostion, BEvangelicsl Luthersn Synod of Missouw-
ri, Ohio, and Other States. (.St. Louia- Concoxrdis Publish=-

1nn House, 1943), -

Zpducational Guide and Generazl Course of Study for
Iutheran EIemanEagf Dohools, juﬁfgshei wnder the ausﬁ!iba

07 the Texas ot of the¢ Bvangelicel Luthersn Synod of
Eissouri, Ohio, pnd Other States. (St. Louis: Concordia
Publishing nbnse. G.1930), hnreafter refarrod to o8 the

fexsg Edvcational Guide Guide.
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iods of Zfrowr 15 fo 20 minutes esch per week are geueraslly
set sside forx this Bubject."a The Texas Guide slso recom-
mends two poriods a week, with this provision that, when
necessury, 48 1n roome with more thsn one grede, one of the
pericids mey replace & ra-gular reading _1:m'.':l'.ot1.G 48 & rule
Bible study as a Sepsrate subject is begun in ths f£ifth
grade and contioved through the eighth.® XKrewer, however,
thinks thst s child should own his own Bible "st least by
the sze of 9"wkich would normelly wesn while in the fourth
grade. 5 But the majority of writers believe thet the fifth
grade ie the desirsble starting poist.

In the f£ifth grade it .'.m suzgested thet the first les-
son o:i:’ every week be devoted to remding through the Gospel
according to Hatthew, while th§ second hour be used to
tesch the children where to lock in Soripture to find the
negsege thet wili £ill their s-peoific need st sny time.”
In the sixth grode the first hour of the week 18 to be dé-
voted to a study of the books of tha Bible snd their gen-
ersl content, while the Gospel asccoxding to Luke 18 read

the second hour.s The Beventk grsde ia to read throuzh the

S3enersl Course of Studiy. Pe58.
dnoxss Bdueationsl Guidn,-: p_.JLE.
bgenersl Covrse of Study, p.58.

6g. i, Ersmer, "Use of The Bible in The Agoncies of
Christisn Eduuetiuﬁ;" appublished, (Mimeographed in ovtline
form, 1949), p.be

vuenerg; Course of Study, pPp.59-60.
am-g pp.60-54.
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Goapel asccording to liark snd the Epistle to the Romand the
first lesson of the week, and ?a_ variety of noteworthy send
ugeful selections the second hour.’? The el ghth grade is
to resd through John's Gospel, the Book of Acts, Gelstisns,
and a few select paragruphs and chapters.l® The Texss
Guide does not dlvide Bible study according to grades, tut
treate sll grades together. It offers lessons twice & week
which are divided into nine monthly nnite. The emphssis
lies chiefly o»n issgogicel umaterisl, such as the nsves and
order of booiks, the format of the Bible, the loostion of
importunt selections, and the inspiration of the Bible.
Detalled atudy 18 recoumended for & number of doctrinsl
psasapes.

In Bible history the curriculs do not give the Bihle
itaelf such s lsrge 'part. The Texss Guide refers to the
leason to be teught only by the numbers of the lessons in
the text book, which is o Bible history book.l® The Gemeral
of Study offers mo suggestlons for pupils to use the
Bible except in the assignr:eut" of supplexentary materisl in
the seventh ond eighth gradea.‘w The Bixth sim listed for

the teaching of Bible history 18 to achieve "an enduring

gﬂ_i_t_l_.. PDo 64-6b.
107p14., pp.6s-~66.
llpexss Bducstions) Ouide, pp-l6-25.
121v1d., pp.55-62« “ .
156enara.‘l. Course of Study, pp.22-34.
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interest in Bible history asnd the desire ani hebit to read,
study, and contemplate the Bible itself."l4 Bible reading
is regaried ans the natursl sequence to the conrse in Bibls
history.1® In the vpper grades "the Bible itself is used
to provide the larger setting und background for the stor-
ies in the sdvanced Bible History," snd to avoid boredom at
the ropetitiuvn of stories hesrd befors in the lower sradea.m
Since the Bible history book itself is mn-de up largely of
direot quotstions from the Bible, it may be argued that the
use of it is the use of the Bible; but the (la;.n:era of such
a8 practice will be d scussed I;el.ow.'w

In the atudy of the cstechism, uo reference 1s msde to
the pupils' use of the Bible either in the Texss Guidel® or
in the Qenersl Course of Study.l® The cstechism itself
directs the pupils to look wp an 'on'_oaaional. related atory
in the Bible, but never is the pi:pil asked to look up a
proof passage snd study it in its context. Since the cat-
echism contains a topicsl arrangement of Bible pesaages,
the use of the Bible itself is not regerded as necessaxy by

some teachers.

14:_[9_1_«1.. P23,
151b1d., Pe33.
161bid., Da30s
171nfra: Chepter IV.

187ezap Bdugstionsl Guide, ppe49-53.
19enersl Course of Study, pp.9-22.
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In the teaching of religious memory work, the Bible
egaln is put to slwost no use. The Texas Guide gives only
the cstechism references for the pbesagea to be memorized.20
A separate mewory book for Lutheran schools containas Z26
Bible pesssges taken £rom the ocatechism together with the
refereonces to their location in the Bible, but gives no
suggestion as to the use of the Bible itself, even in the
directions it provides on how to memorize.®t Hor does the
Genersl Course of Study make any referencs to using the
Bitle in memorizing.>2 There is, Mowever, s atateseatsto
the effect that regular Pible reading will hely the memory
to recsll paessages slreedy mam'orn_ed and will clarify them
by means of their context.2® The onme exception to this
leck of Bible uBe in memorising I8 found in the Texas Culde
for the seventh grade. There ‘.‘l.ongar sections of the Serip-
ture are to be rmenorized, such as the first Psslm, the
Fifty-Third Chapter of Issish.>~ Otherwise the Bidble it~
self is not reforred to in the ocurricula for memory work.

Bvery ‘school dsy ih a 'Lut_;ihe.zjaq school opens with a
devotion of some kind. In his book, Devotions fox Iutheran
Schools, Kramer 118t8 four or five Bible resdinga for esch

20roxss Biucationsel Guide, pp.42-4b.

alw. Ae Krabér Remory Book for Luthersn Schools
(St. Louis: Concordis ahing House, Igﬁi.

azaoneﬂ Couzae of 3tudy, DPhe 45-54.
aam-'!'m Peb3e

24noxcp Educstionul Guide, pe.dl.
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devotion, to ensble the tescher to select the.ome that cor-
reBponds to the emphesis he 18 giving the religious lesson
of the dsy.Z® There 1o some difference of opinion regard-
ing the queation whether children should be sllowed to lesd
in the devotions. The Texss Guide states that asince devo-
tionsl resding 18 sn act of worship, it should bs performed
by the teacher himself.26 The Genersl Course of Study
maint ains that occasional reaéiius of the Soripture by the
pupils should be encouraged, ss well es unison reading of
the Psalms.‘e? There is agreement that SBeripture readings
8hould be veried snd in harumony with the religion leseon
for the dsye it

Ckurch history is amther suhject in the field of
religious educstion. In the M Course of Study, no-
references are made to a:thal use of the 3iblae by the .
ehi.ldren.as though two passage'a are adduged in the intro-
auction to the course to provide a proper approach to
Chuxrch hi atozy."ag The Texas bp_i-':ie nakes one vefereace -to

the Bible in showing that God foretold the Reformation.3C

2bg, 2. Krainor Devotions for I.uf:harnn Schools
(St. Tovie: conordiamnmae. e»'l'._gh

26pexss Educstionsl Guide, pald.
27genersl Course of _s_t_gg.. pp.s-e.
28108 d., pp.68-76.

®9p.nmens B:28. lstthew 16:18.

0poxes Bduostionsl Guide. pebe
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Otherwise it conteins no references for Bible use, even in
ite etudy of the Luthersn Confessionss: In s twenty-fonr
page curriculum by E. BEs Do'b‘he'r:t’nhl‘ there are seventy-two
reforences to reading the Bib.l.é. these chiefly in the sev-
enth and elghth grades.®® But two out of the three curs
ricula meks little use of the elBi.lﬂ.'a in the teaching of
Chuzch history.

he Iutheran Clmrch 18 s liturgicsl church. o wor-
8hip properly, the children mst underatand the meén:lng of
the liturgy. Both the Texas Guide®® and the m_g_' Couxse
of 3tudy® devote several pages to directions for explsin-
ing the liturgy and the Church Yesr. Although the lituxgy
is pade up largely of quotations from the Bible, there are
no references to using the Bible to. explain 1t.35

- Other School Subjects

e remsining sublects tdm’ght in a Luthezan parish
8chool fall toto five zajor ai:vriai.a_m: the lsnguage arts,
the socisl eciences, sritmmetic, soiemce, and the fine arts.

S1bid., ppe 54-Tl.

823, B, Dobberfuhl, Curriculum iu Chu g!
Lutheran thnols (St. 8: Concordia Publishing Bouse.

B8nexns. Eduogtiogal Gulde, pps 71-76.
uﬂeneral cwrsa of 3tudy, pp. 76-80.

8bnhere 18 one exception, a reference to Ispgish 6:3 in
sonnection with the Sanctus.
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The first clsssification, the languape srts, includes resd-
ing, laugﬁage; spelling, snd zs'anmansh,ipnl The curriculs fox
Teeding have quite a mumber of raferances to using the

.Btble. According to the Texss Guiglu, the 2irst sim of

tesching reasding is "to engble the pupils to read the Bible
and other mood litersture.”96 - The fourth aim for read-
ing listed in the Jenersl .‘!9.‘!229. of Study egrces with this,
namaly: "The desire and habit ‘-’to read for spiritusl eu-
1ightenment and eaificstion, partioulsrly in the Bible."87
The Intheran edition of the Heath series of readers con=-
tains s number of Bible selectlons, aB does slso the 1it-
oraturs book for junior high r;dmol gredes. Bible reading
1e enphasized throughout the upper grades, and the hsbit ot
independent Bidle reasding 18 expected.®® Starting in the
£12th and oixth grédes "the Bible ftself £8 read.”®® In
the subject of reaiing in genérdl the cnr:rioula make many

zoferencca to using the Biblo.: -
a3 In the taaohing o2 J.am'uuma, the Pexns Guiaa hes only

one refereuce to a Bible paaaarge to motivete the children
o a God~-pleasing usc of langhage.m The Qeperal Couprse

S€rexns Eidpestiongl Guids, pe 88.
3"!33%313]= Counzrae of m. pe 84.
28ypi4d., pr- 84-87. v BB
®9rb1d., pe 91.

' 4029359 Rduestionsl Guifs, pp. 84-90.

T G S S
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of Study liste usny pessages for such motivation, but makes
20 other referenmce to the Bible in the oures Itself.%l 1In
a 8eparafe Lifty-five pags curxioculum for lenguage by Alfred
Schmieding, the Bible is used -ﬁ:ﬂ:ean times fox motivation
and £ive times to be studied for literery uerit.¥* 10 pen-
manship the Texas Guide nakes ime mantion of the Bible for
motivetion. > The General Gourse of Study mekes no refer-
enos Go the Bible.* 1t does, however, atate that the pu-
pils should "write memory work, otressing especisily the
proper form of recording Bible passages, writing bynr stan-
ses, and the exact reproduction of materisl.”8 There is,
of course, some danger that tlie ohild who dislikes copy
work will trensfer this fesling to the Bible.

The sooirl sciences :I.nch;ﬂe geography, history. and
civios. In geography the Eexafs Guide hes one reference %o
the Bible,%6 while the Genersl Course of Study mekes & num-
ber of references to give s Chrigtian gpproach and under=
stending of geosrephy.%’ fThe Bible gives e child the Christ-
ign gttituda i:'owarda the worlq aboet hiu, since he will, for

O

“lgeneral Course of Study, pp. 98-107.
 sotegis ok Teu e Sin L TR LA S B
43pexag Pducatiopsl m.‘p; 112,

44general Course of ;sgzg. pp. 112-119.

4Brpid., po 107, oS

‘ﬁ!l!_n;_x_g_ Edpoationsl Gunide, p. 98.

“Genarg_;‘ M of ,S_tm. pp.'.‘ 187-146.
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exsmple, "discover from Bible stories that nisuse and
waste of oarth's riches lead to pupishment snd withdrswsl
of such 1';5.:E{=s..“4‘8 In history the Yexzas Guide mskes no
referonce to the Bible,%? while the Qeneral Course of Study
recommends that the Seacher use tho Bibla®0 to show chila-
Ten how God xules in histozy, coatrolling even the evil Zor
2004.91 In ecivice the use of the Dible is supzested to 8
grester extant, Although the Texps Guide has only four
rofsrences in comnection with its stms,5® the Gemeral
Couzrse of Study rocommeonds the use of the Bible frequently
te provide o Christian foundetion for oitizenmship.53 There
are tweniy-fonr Bidle roferences throughout the unit to
givs & Christian intorprotation of men's place in society.
A separate curriculun on eitizenship by He. B. Grosa has
$wenty~five reforences to Bibiq uge. in oighteen pages,
three of them o3 to the divine origmen of govornuent, fif-
teon regarding the dutiea of a‘ Christian towards the state,
and seven s8 to the qualificaticus of good-goverament of-

£101ala,54

48113d., p. 139

'49%exag Zducationsl .._.gui pp. 103-106. |
50pg, 68:7, Katt. 16:19. Jere 29:7. Prove. 14:84.
Blgencrar gourse of Stugz, pp. 146-160.

S2gexog Bduoationel Guide, pp. 103-106,
53general Course of Study, pp. 160-169.

Intimre st TS A I e e ).
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In arithmetlc the Texss Guide has one Bible reference
in copnection with ita oim for arithmetio, to serve God
snd man batter.as The Genersl Course of Study makes no
mention of the Bible, though it does discuea the congrega=-
tional budret, aynod, cmrch éttendance. and stewudﬁhipoas

Science is divided into the etudy of health snd of
general science. In teaching 'hea.l.th. the Bible is not used
by either of the major curriculs, except once for motiva-
t:lon.“ In teaching genersl éci.enoa the Bible sguin comes
into mere frequent use. =Zhe Genersl Course of Study hes
mapy references throurhout -to Lsho;vxﬂna 88 Crestor, Pre-
server, sund Ruler of the nnivéraa. and to show man's place
in the universe. Among many oithara. the Creation story,
the Plood, the story of Joseph in Egypt. and the Feeding
of the Pive Thoussnd sre to bo studied.’8 J. E. Potszger
wrote a Separste curriculum for soience which 18 particu-
larly rich in Bible :v:eze:'anoea'..sg He expressly states that
children sre to look up passeges in the Bible and report
back to the classe for discnsu-on on such topiocs as man's

55p¢xas Edugatiopel Guide, pe 92.
“oengg Course of Study, pp. 119-128.

Texen Educ ;gg Ps 108. General Uouyxse
..;?.-sm pp- If.ﬁaﬁ

58q Genersl Course of Eit'ng‘ » Dps 184-831.
6593, B, Potsger, Curriculum foxr The Ie ch o2

2“‘_6 :e Lsnﬁil‘“ s:gﬁ-—.-%—?n. Schools « Lovis: Con- |



SRS LG TE D R

22

gtaetion in oreation.ao the mesning of natursl catsstro-
phes,®l xindness to aninals,62 and the controveray between
soientific hypotheses and the Bible.%s

Under the f£ine arts are included mmsioc ond drawing:
The Genersl Uourse of Study uekes no mention of the Bible
el ther in music or‘in arawig.‘.“ The Texss Guide directs
the tescher to "show Zrom the Bille thet God wouts us to
sing and pralse Him with imtz:nndnt ;35"65 A separate cur-
riculum on msic by Zurstadt mekes no reference to the
:B!.b].e.“’ while another by Deffper anl Diesing on drawing
makes one psasinz reference to ﬁﬁstrat!ng Bidble stories.5?

To sum up, the curricula recommend the use of the Bible
chiefly when tsught as s sepaiate subject, and when used in
devotlons, 7o a grest extent £t {8 neglected in other re-
ligious subjects. Ite uase otherwise in any significant
amount is restrioted to rendizig. the sooisl sciences, and

general sclience.

m;‘_l_»_i_d.. Pe 236
611bids, pe 37
52;};_1_;.,. Pe 30
631v13., pe 36s L
64goneral Course of Study, pp. 232-247.
651‘__!; gtioxig}l_. Q_ujjg. Pe 63.
sepoote”ioh: 35T S PR R S0 S

67E. Deffnexr and A. E. Diesing ’%&"1 %
Lutheran Schools (St. louls: Concordia Pu lﬂ%ﬂ-



CHAPTER IV
' OBSTACLES POR CHILDREN IN USING THE BIBLE

mfonmtalythmmwmthatmhm
children from using the Bible, Though some of these cbstacles may
never be done away with entirely, they can and should be mininised as
mich as possible, In the first place, tho Bible is an adult booky It
is written to and for adults, from the adult point of view, with adult
argments and reasoning, Towhere do the writers try to adspt their
mssagetothelevalotchﬂdrenql This work is left to tho heads of
families, Teachers, therefore, must m!n an effort to interpret the
thoughts of the Bible in terms of the needs and interests of children,
%ammmrémmmmumem«mmu
Episﬂatoﬂwnebrmismrimuormudmumm The
phﬂoaoﬂnicalmtmofJohn'aGomlmhsparhofltdltﬂuﬂth
apiteofthesinplicityoflmmgaumhm It 1s up to the par-
mtsandteachmhtmﬂnﬁemdhumntthmidﬂsandw
patterns for the children, Itiaammutuanogat.chmxmte
read an adult book or the editorial section of the newspapery The
Bible 1s & very long booke wdrm-smmauoﬂ-.m@ that
Meanbemastaredbyehﬂd:mﬂﬂm:twmttﬂnlofm ‘
mﬂmmdpermg Achﬂdhmdisemgeﬂﬂthahwkm
lnngforh:lntamster,andthembhiuumham.z

1Jp.r.m, gmmmmnMswm). ,,_
P 165, ; :
: 3A.u..raumm.m mnmmmm(samm:
Consordia Publishing House 9 Ps:
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In the second place, adults often sot children a bad example by
thelr disinterest and neglect of the Bible: Here 1ip service to the
Book accomplishes very 1ittls, It is wfair and mresl to expsct -
ehudmmmaamambhutudrpamdnmt,uumw- e
éhous that; he dose not. Whlle meny of the so-called "fudamentalists
yomofchmhmmmiahmatthm@nmmgmmh
read the Bibley (ammmorﬂmmeaaﬂmtmuwm
the Lutherans, withmmeontactandtanﬂimtyu their goal,) the
Iutheran Ghurch = *The Church of The Open Bible® - 18 often far benind
in this respect. A.H. Jahmm"smnp'hﬁ opinion of the status of
Bible reading in the Missouri Synod in these wordss '

e e e e

al 1ife, but a disturbing 111iteracy with regard to the Bible.
Wed. Kramer too lists as ons reason why children do not read the Bible
thefantﬂ:attnoutﬂeumathm}sdﬂutdtoihh ™his is a
pmblmespeumwmthapumtmoieiﬁeﬂhodaornﬂng. The ex-
ampleofparents, teachars,andothsradulta:laoﬂmaa&ungmpﬁve
Mmeaonchumm-dsumngmm =

A third ‘histacls for children that 1s Teadily recogiised is the
King Jms Vmion of the Bible so -:ldﬂx naed at present in I.uthem
circles.’: mmuotwenmmmummntmm
mmu&muaatwdwmwmwdsw: !
mma.n.mumtmmmmtm«nu“

bipide, pe 17.. .
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wnderatood more easily than the King James Version.®5 Children are
not expected to read Shakespeare until: high school, and then only with
elaborate foot notes and explanations. Yet the 1ife-giving Word of God
15 handed to elementary school children in the form of ihie same Elisza~
bathan English which their twentieth-century minds camnot digest. Edu~
cators would objest strenuously if such a mediun were used in secular
subjects, but in religion 1t.1a:'agu~h§a_a§anmaaryomstoﬁm.
Not only is the language too antiquated for modern young minds, but the
very typeography in which the Bible is printed is a hindrance to inter-
eahingraadina;-.lnntendoftheﬁmninq.pmmphtowbhhtheymabq.
cmbmd;‘memildmmmmmﬂnﬁvammm, dlv:ldd,
ortenﬁmoutnmwmse,utomumdm 'Poetryand'
prose, dircct spesch and quotations, aNal"l'r-lttminﬂleaﬂﬂﬂﬂw_s
Yo, publishier would think of putting out & book in this form today 1f he
wanted 1t to sell. The very appearance of the Bible page, as well as
the "funny" language, is a hindrance to children in reading Scriptures,

A fourth, and a very serious obstacle to reading the Bible, is the
constant use of books based on the Bible in place of the Bible, Such
books are the Bible history, Catechism, nymnal, memory book, and other
Bible story books. In a study by the teachers of Tmanuel Luthersn
School, Milwankee, Wisconsin, the following statement occurss

g:tﬁgs:rm d:::;oml booklats,; memory boot;a:.:nf og:rl:

which have in them carefully selected and well
and doctrines of Holy Writ. It is possible to use these books withe

maa] p 15

Smad., pe.16.
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out ever seeing a Bible.?
It is often a characteristic of people confirmed in churches of the
Masourd Synod that they can defend thelr faith by quoting page and :_
paragreph from the Small Catechism, but at the same time they are un- -
able to find the story of the Prodigal Son in the Bible. The Oeneral
Course of Study holds that the teaching of Bible history and Catechism
is actually Bible stuly, although a more extensive acquaintance with .
the Bible itself is necessary if the Bible is to be used properly.]
AH, Jahanamhasﬂ:iatasayaboutbwhbﬁsadonthamblea ;

Scriptura, of course, can be excerpted, and appears also in cate=

chisms, Bible story books, and many othexr necessary and valuable

aids to the study of the Bible., But the Book from which all other

pregsentations of the Word are dramm is the Bible. Therefore the

bagic material for Christian education is the Soriptures, The
Bible is the area $o be covered. motharhnoks shouldbera-

maumdswleamlngthem9
Although ﬂ:eBiblehistowandcatecMuMaphoeinthotuddng
of religion and are useful, the teacher must exercise great care lest
they push the Bible itsclf far into the background.

The hindrences to the use of the Bible by children are sizabls and
dare not be ignored, The teacher must face these obstacles aquarely
and overcome them to the greatest deg_raé possible.

Tbad., pp. 12-13.

Beaneu'alconra of Staly Tor Lutheten Hlsaeatary Schoole, jyiitiahed
Lutheran std of lﬁ.naur.l., Ohio, and Other States. (St. Louiss m
dia Publishing Fouse, 19U3)y Po-55 = - _

Ihehe Jehsmann, op. Gitss Pe Te
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CHAPTZR V
DEVELOPING FROPER ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE BIBLE
'xfc.ﬁudraamtabamgmumﬁmmwmbmm,w
mmthaveﬂmpa‘operatﬂtudestmardthaﬁibhmmm The
dietumia'brua: -mmadmdmmwmahmndmmmmm
isold,hawillnotdspnrbfmit.ﬂl mmmgammnunam-'

'rulattitudatumﬂaﬂmmble,fhemnphofadulh,pnrucdnﬂyof :
pammsandtewhars.iaof theutmonbimorbme. Mahouldmm; ja

Eible mgxﬂarlythmaelwaandbaarﬁtms:tothechﬂdmdmt
God's Yord means to them? mﬁmﬁmummmucm
reader hingelf to cisate enthusiasm in the mpih.3 Teachers should

‘have tho Bible constantly st band and refer to 4% wails teaching.

'ﬂ:echildrm:shouldaaaﬂ:abﬂmmblaismd,homnd,andmw
thelr teachor and parents. Gooperation between houe and school 15 ‘4me
portant, Parents should know what the echool is doing with the Bible,
and the teacher ahould know what is being done ab hone. Thers is a

church in Ponca City, Oklahoma, that provides a Bible reading schedule
for the children which calls for guidance by the pareate,” If parents
as:well as teachscs' show a love and respect for the Bible, and use it

Sunday School Teachars' Quarterly, XIV:3 (Jnly 1she). Pe’ 17Ge

I'Px'uv 22:5.

2.4, Krazer, "Use of The Bible in Agencies of Christian Educss
tion,® unpublished, (Himeographed in outline form, 1949), p. 1. '

33,6, Hoeller, "The Uss of The Bible in Sunday Schoolf,

“nam, op. uit., Pe 5.

: SA.H.Jahmn. midiehggﬁm(st.mm
cordia puiltaldng Hoiss; 50)s Pe -
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themselves daily, much will have already been done to form the right
attitude in the child,

The Bible shoald.mtm to be- roraadonpupﬂs. 2ducatars op-
pose cmpu:lsion ina any type of study, ‘for such an attitude diminishes
learaing, Howwmchlasashouldcbt}'s rd be made a drudgsry to His
ittle onsy, The Psalmist expresges the dasired atiitude towaxds the.
Bible: *Wow gweet ave thy words unto umy tastes Joa, sweoter thanhoney
ﬁ By mauth;"ﬁ Az in other learning, the leachoer must arouss interest
in the puplls in order for then to receive boneflt from Bible reading,
Every modern device for ashieving interest that can be adapted and
would not degrade the Bible, should be ussds Thess will include zany
things dissussed in below under method,! SUCh 483 the problem apnroach,
questioning the text, exhibits, sensory alds, games, quisses, drills,
dmaatig.ations, and many others. Care should be taken to maintain 2.
proper respect at all tizes, yeb without dumpening interest. Although
the Bible is a divine powor which generates and creates life, atill the
psychological nature of the humsn individual is to be reckonsd with,

~and tho toaching made interesting and stisulating..

Porhaps the mogt important attitude towards the Bible that is to

b created 1s that of reverences, Tw extrewss must b avoldsd, In the
£4rot place,, the Bible should not bo handled with superstiticus avo,.
Itismtamimwguodluckd:mbymchmuudsoﬁuﬂl

8pirits,, Raumanyaomara in World ?:ar I used the:lrmhlel aa.did
this one who sald to his -pmtunadmm aChaplain, I always carry

-6ps. 1192203,
TInfras Chapter VI




:lt.zﬂ@them:. aamngmmmm)‘,:mn-mmnx
Inck, =5 d&ﬁerpmunmwmmemumm
'bymung the Bible rmmmwmwm,mmu:ew,-‘.-u-..
first verse their eyes ca.teh, ‘believing ﬂmt God has so directed the
dmaslmtthatthiavamwﬂlbethespeciﬂmtowr
pmsantmﬂ_ﬂodhumuhmcgnﬁnnedumhgm_otﬂum>_m
Bible is to be reverenced ss the Word of God, but-not in a superstis
tious or majlcal way. God's Word is honored when it 1s diligeatly
read,mtwhanitisuadasaguodiukpﬂqu.

Thers is danger of going to the other extreme also, The Bible
mny besowd 96 donsonplasce st 1t 48 Saaras no more Kighly Miscany
other book or comlo magasine. Because of familiarity and ccnatant use;
mmmmwmmﬁmm-mdmmaif
with them, They breathe a sigh of relief when at the end of the school
year they can be rid of them, Such a fate dare mever befall their
Bibles, Wﬁyhmadamtmﬂm&mtmmumm
hcarafulandtakeaﬂmtomullhmmdhnrormd'amm
the hearts of the pupils. ;

Tho Bible is to be regarded with the deepest’ muance..mmuk
itself has much to say about this, *To this man will I look, aven to -
mnmatiiﬁmémoramﬂumﬁt,mmﬂntwy&d;-?

Br.: crastuer, -:smmmgmmmr- galther League Mes- |
-m,xm(m.ms).p-u- : _

9nm 6642
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The Bibledmndsthntitbenadbybalimm Snnhroading,ho-;'lf%?
w,isdifferentfmoﬁimrymdmg. ‘It 13 a special technique
yithspecialapproachee. Beliwmmstmtnﬂmmblenthanaﬁ-
titude of faith, of prayer, and of cbedlence.l He must recognize the
Bible as' the inspired Word of God, or his reading will do him no more
good than that of the rationalist and skeptic.t2 Luther designates
tap partes to Bibla reading: Bodsmﬂdngtothsmderfhmuglth'e
Blbles the reader in return speaking to God in prayer.l3 Trumpull
ilsts six basic attitudes for a Christian approach to the Bibles ‘

1. A predisposition to believe it.

2. In the spirit of learners desiring to be taught. '

3e Scr‘pbumsuminfmlbhmmeotmmmmym

meant to teach.

he Equal faith in the 014 and New Testaments.

5. Depending on’ the book itself for its own interpretation,

S« Trayer ﬁormammumofmemmﬂtmoimpmam

Bible,

These attitudes are necossary not only when children themselves read
tha Bible, bub also when 1t is read to them in church and otherwise.
‘mayahmﬂ.dusm attentively, Godisupakingtothn.ls

memmthmmﬁnblnmmmhmmm

L H126. Jobn 5139

= i
4.0, Musller, "Msthods of Bible Study®, mwsﬁm
Teachers' Quarterly, XXVIIsh (Oct. 1942), p 26%c

124.C. Trubull, et al. mntaonam.e M(Rﬂndﬂphias.tdm
n.uattus&co.,lﬂs'wrp-m'

uaahsmnn‘,ﬁﬂ.- cit.,-p.!b.- R ' : |

lh!rﬂ!bﬂl, oit.s 19-30, His statement under point three
ummmt%wwﬁﬁ Lnthmnbc of inspiration,

Ltraner, opu oltes Po 5o
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all of it. There Christ and the redeaption aré not central, the
Bible degenerates into & legalistic cods; as the Jews made of the 01d
Testament. Tho Apostle says of those Jews who couldn't f£ind Christ in
their Bibtle: OEven unto this day, when Hoses 1s resd, the vail is up-
on their heart.."16 Jahgmann suus it up as followas

The Bille is primarily the Gospel - the Word of Reconciliationsee

S T

again.
mmmmom,mrmmmlmormmnﬁmumm
the 1ife of Christ.it 'Ihiaamcanbsmﬂised-hanﬂmehﬂdmto~
mdantmumauormmmtmmmdwmmmza
mene

A.correlary to the ebtifude thet all Scriptures center around
Christ is the.attitude that all Soriptures are useful for the Chrdstian,
411 Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, .for reproof, for correction; for instruction in Flghtoomsss,
that tlie man of God may bs porfoct, throughly furnished mto all good
works.® 111 of the Bible 1s useful. It may be that certain portions
are beyond the child's widerstanding for a tize (socus they never will
mm),butxtismamuoofmﬁmimmm?m
Kramrhasﬂnishsayoftheehﬂdeiﬂ:torninewmolds

'machﬂdofﬂlisagaeanbey.nhmthatm.bhpwphmnﬂ

162' Coxe. 3!15. .

17ansmann, ope Gltes Pr2 -
1gupra: pe 7. |

192 74m, 3516,
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people who had the saws needs, troubles; hopes, sorrows, and joys

e e e
The Cemeral Course ofwmnkaaheadof'wainmm purposes
such as history and doctriney; the dewtienal purposes, namely that the
chtld be acquint.ed with sclections appmpﬂate for thanksgiving, com-
fort, encouragment, etc., and also for use In private and family ...
ottt 2l - AR | :

To attain the right abbitude in children towards: the Bible, the
parant.sandt.sachersmtsetagoodample. ond create interest as
much as possible, mbaining at 211 times & yeverent attitude towards

the Bible as Cod®s Word about Jesus, all of which is useful to balievers.

agﬁmmezv, oD« clbey pe 5. :

ac-emralcouraeofst waM%Mgﬂb-
lished Tnder the auspices ication, Bvans
gelicel Lutheran Synod of iissouri, Chio, and Other States. (St. Loulss
Concordia Publishing House, 193}, pe 56e




CEAPTER VI

EBTHONS OF TRACHING BIBLE 3TUIN
: : ;

The Book iiethod

One of the most populer end helpful ways of reading
the, Bible is what 18 known as the book method. This meaus
thet the reader select one book of the Bible, ususlly a
shorter one, and read it through in one gitting. This
should be done several times, each time more carefully,
looking for thought. Heading sloud will help.l By thig
method the reader gets the idea the hooks were meant to .
convey. He interprets passeges ;d' the 1ight of unit
thoughts of the book. ZThis metiod may be varied in s mum-
ber of vigys. Truwmbull dizects the reader first to msster
tte contents of the book by several readings. Shen he
should resd 1t egein, neking s written enaslysie of the
thoui:it pattern snd the development of $dvss. He shomld
reel it once more and write out a paiaphmo of the entire
book, Hext be should go back and revise the originmsl ane-
lysis. Then follows s topical study of the Wok, fnding
out who wrote it, where, whenm, why, end to whom.2 This
Vltlommlhst advanced method 18 'mo‘ie auitable for the children
in the seventh and eighth siaz!:ia; '

li. Co Kueller, "Hethods of Bible Study", Concordis
Snay Bengs Seessre teatiariy, DVIEsE ToSte ToGET,p.265.
... 2E; 0, Trumbull, et sl., Hints Bible Stdy (ehile-
delphia: John D. Wattles ?ﬁo.-%%-_pp- 9= '
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Kottner has snother vaoriation of the book umethod

which be calls the "fgvorite Bible-pacsages metkod." The
olass is to read the cntire book at home. From the book
they are %o solect a favorite verse gnd memorige it. Vhen
they mest in class, they are to explain why they chose
thie perticular verse and tell any personsl experiences
they heve hed in connection with it. The follows olass
discuesion of sll the favorite peSssres. Somons 18 asked
to give an orsl summary of the book. While reading at home
they wero to usrk with queation marka sny verses which they
d1d not understand. These ave used for cluss discussion.
Hotebooks sre kept to record favorite pasSssges snd other
notes.” The advantages of this method are that it mot only
promotes instelligent reading, with a purpose in mind, but
elso gives the chiliren a chsnoe to testify before fellow
Christisns what certein verses of God's Word heve meant to
then, _

_ Uhen used with ohildren, not all books of the Bible
sre suitsble for this method. Krsmer suggests for the ages
of twolve and thirteen the books of lMark, Luke, Philippians,
and James.4 liost of the shorter hooks are suitable, such ss .
Ruth, Bether, Xzrs, Jonsh, th_e‘- Gospels, and the essier epis-

3. a. Xettner, "Favorite Bible Pestsges - - & lothod of
Conduoting A Bible Class", mthu'nn Boh mlv
{Oct. 1940), p. 74. Taken ¢Tom en & @ e 40 t
Luthersy o2’ Ansust 1940..

4y. A. Kramer, "Use of Elu B:lbln in The .M-onoha of

. Christisn Eaucation,” unpublished, (3imeographed in ocutline

tom. 1“9’. P' 10
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tlea. This method has the advantsgo of desling with the
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bocks the way the anthors intended ee they wrote.
The Biographiocsl lflathod.

Lnother neeful and intere-'stj.xig nethod of Bible study

18 the biogrsphicsl method. Heve the children study a
charsctor like Abreham or Jecob to aee how rea‘l people with
real problems used God for hel'i:. and spply the lessons to
theuselves.? They will resd the stoxry of their life os it
is found in various parts of -t'he Bible, teking note of ref-
orence to the person ﬁy.JeBus snd other writers of Sorip-.
tuze. The Bible is fmll of chsracters whoee lives are wor-
thy of study. If the teacher hes a chaln reference Bibls,
or acme other Such help, he A1l £ind lists of characters

' together with the references for finding their bistory in
Soripture. The Thompeon Bible liste the following cherac-
ters.-with full outuné and nfeﬁnea to thelr lives asm
found in the Bible: Hogh, Abrsham, Jacob, Joseph, Joslma,
Gideon, Semuel, David, Solowon, Blije, Elishs, snd Daniel.®
In eddition o these'it lists the references to one hundred.
thirty-one famous umen of the Old festement,’ fifty-four

Svid., pe 10.

. 69, 0. Thompson, editor, The New Chein-Reference
ble, 3rd tm;r:‘!:gd edition, h%anspoﬂ%-l - KiTkbride
B1bla Co., o. 195¢), Pp. E51-238 of eppendiz.

=

"Iv1d., pp. 239-840 of eppendlX.




36

prominent men of the jlew &’ea'tament,_e and tl_ﬂrt;r-nim pro=-
minent women of the Bible.® Somwe of these will be studied
ss example of wioked people snd the ev!.i. consequeonces of
8in, while others are models to follow. Witix preparation
end efiort, the teacher can make such s atudy not only one
of the wost fosclnating waye of reading the Bibls, but also
8 very enlightening and inspiring experience for asction.

The Topical Maethod

Phe topicel method is similaer to the biographicale
Instead of studying people, certatn toplos and doctrines
are followed through the Bible. For example, prayer uay
be the topic. OChildren will look up exemples of prayer inm
their Bibles, study the circumstances which led to prayer
and the techniques used in prahng. and thersby learn to
prey for themselves.l? inother inmtereating etudy is thst
of prophecy samd fulfilluaent, cépéoiallw 0ld Testsment pro-
phecies of the lessish snd their fulfillmest in Christ.ll
Although one suthority thinks this 'mthqa is tooc far ad-
venced even for Sundey School teachers,l® the genersl con-
Sensus §s that it may be used with profit by the upper el-

8Ibig., p. 240 of appendix. '
91b1d.. pe 240 of sppendix.
101!_rmr. OPe _O_l's_o, Pe '_7-

U.M’- ps B

18umeller, ope 0it., P= 260. -
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. emeatary grades.® Under this method might be imciuded the
Forty Pemous Chepters by E= C. Gutz,1% which comprise one
unit of thoupht each. The chapter i8 fto be xead and the
location oxX the topic idea in the Bible memorized. The
toplesl method is s little more d1fficult than elther the
book method or the biogrmphical, but it hag benefits all
1ts own which the other methods do not provide. ZThere is
no better way of achieving clear insight and firxm assurance
of what God ssys sbout specific doctrines snd ethical probe

lenms,
The Word Study Hethod

A wethod similar to the toplcsl is word study. Key
terme of the Bible are studied in their contexts to arrive
at a deeper uanderstanding of the:lr_manning. YWords that
ocour frequently, such se world, flesh, sanctify, Justify,
righteousness, aud others alimulld be studied.lP Stch a
study will involve tho wse of s concordesnce of some sort.

A knowledge of the original word on the part of the teacher,
or st lesst the kuouledge thet the smuwe word is used inm all
ceses in the original, will prévent_ the study from being
jnaccurate. A study of aynon;i;ipa and their use would be

-~

12For exauple, Kramer, Ope :gite, Po 8. : :

i 142pev are 1isted in Jabemsnn, Lesding Childres
The Bibl ¥ o Louis: Concordia rnfﬂ. g House, *
P. . . . . ¥

l‘sl!i'nner. _og._ﬂ_%.. pe 9
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fruitful., ieny worde arc studied best by their contrasts,
88 for exsmple, the word gra.oe. Others should be studied
with their correlatives, a2 promise and fpith. Such a
study will involve more preparstion for the teacher, but
will yield rich dividends.

‘Principles of Interpretation

Six principles of interpretation are liated by Trum-

bull: _
1. Be willing to let the Bible mean what it wente to
Loegle :
20 Give csreful attention to the conneotion of your
D888SLTSe F
3¢ Hewenmber the Bidble is a very old book.
4. Compars Scriptuye with othexr portions of Scripture.
S5« Internret the Bible upon prinociples of comion
Sense
6. Cultivate spiritugl sympsthy with the Bible; for it
is @ spiritusl book.

The Bible should first be taken to mesn exactly what it
88y8. The litersl uesning a_ahou.l.d always be the first to
come to wind. If£ this mesning Seems unlikely, or conflicts
with previous knowledge of Soripture elsewhere, then Sorip-
ture must be sgllowed to intarpi'et doripture. when Jesus
8ay8 s prophecy referes to Bin'. it rofers to Him. Clearer
stetements of the Bible are alweys basic, and more obacure
pessages are intarpreted in their light. The context must
8lwsys be read to see in what fuenae the writer uses the
wozrds, snd whexo tj:e passsge :E;'l'ts ia i.'h;a story or line of
ressoning. The Bible should be read with common Sense, not

16prunbull, op. eits. pp. 99-107.
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meking 1t 8ay thinge it doesn't 8ay. Aany one who uses the
reason God hgs given hir and lets Soripture iunterpret
Soripture will arrive st the trxue meaning of the Bible.

The Bible 48 Literature

Since the Bible 15 not one book lut a librazy of books,
£t contains msny kinds of J.:l'l“zérp‘liuro. from historical prose

‘%o poetry end orstory. It took over two thousand years to

complete the Bible. It wes w:d-i_tjl;‘en in two 'idaly-nparated
languspes, Hebrew snd Greek. HO translstion csn completely
cover ouch difierences of thovght pattern and}ooa'ﬂulnry.
The Bible "mmat, to some extent, bLe studied as literature,
with litorary appreeiaﬁion. snd wit_h roeference to 1ts 1lit-
erary phemomena snd peculisritles, if it is to be intellec-
tually, s well as devoutly, etudied."? Dhe student should
recognize the differest kinds of litersture: history =
nerrative, chroniole, snd bilographical; letters - %o
clmrches, to individuels, and encyclicsis; orstions; ser-
mons; perables; draws; poetry;. prayers; and alag:loa.lﬂ “he
King James Version of the Bible does sot bring out these
differences. Therefore the tepoher must do sll he cen to
make clear tn the child what :ypo of literature he 18 read-:
ing. He may want to use md.ar'n trenslations, or modern ar-
rungemenfa of the King James '\io_ra_l.on. to .show the children

171vid.., pe 83
181v1 4., DPo ‘93-94e
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t.hs ajfferences in literature. The teacher mmst zlso ex-
plain that i1 fferent litersry types are to be interpreted
in aifferant senses. Prose tends to be more 1iteral than
poetry. The poetical sections of Boly Writ must be read
with imogination, es when.it 9eys that God has wings.l? a
pasrable has only one point of oomparison, snd t00 maby cOD~.
cluaions cannot bhe drswn. Ce'rbain'parts of Paul's Epistles
weze gdvice for the people of nis day which no longer ape

plies to Christiana, others are for sll time. The children

ghould know what kind of literature they sre resding 1f
they sre to get the moet out of it.

Taking Hotes

It will stimulste the children's interest if they keep
notebooks, Here thoy might 11 st pasusges under various
headinge, such as: Ky :I'avor.tﬁ Stories, iy Favorite Preyers,
iy Favorite Promises, otc.”0 Older children might keep
outlines of books, charactor btudiea, and other information
they will tressure and use. Dhig dere pot be mede drudgery
thet the Biblo becomes just smoiber school subject that in-
volves a lot of work.  Any srtistic beut the children may

have may slso be used on auoh. s potebooks If the teacher

has them refer to their note;ioqks.- and put t_hou to actual

19 . white. “Some Sugrestione about How to Kead The
Mblo‘,ymaé E&m, x%nl:m {Oct.: 1985‘..P0 1%7.

20xramer, gpe gitss Pe 10s
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use, the children will see the reasson for meking and keep~
1ng them. ’

Another eid to nndemtndiné.ia same system of mark-
ing the Bible. The ons probably best suited to Lutheran
schools is the one euggested Yy Jehsmann.®l The ohildren
might unierline memoxy gems, .'f.awz_'lta verees, impreasive
semon texts, outatsniing liessienio promiees, and other
famous sections of the Bible a8 the nagnl.ﬁcat._ the Best=~
itudes, etc. EHis aystem wonl;l correlate w!.t-p the ILutheran
Cetechism ani Hymnsl. 48 the cstechism 1a studied, the
passeges sre looked up in the Bible and warked with a code.
A Roman mumeral would stand :ﬂor the number of the Chief
Part of the cstechiam, snd en arsbic mumber for the sub-
division under the Chief Part. For example, I~5 would be
the First Chief Part, the Fifth Commandsent. B-96 would
8tond for hymn 95, In this wey, es the child reads his
Bible in private devotions, or otherwise, he \pu.ld oo ne
acrogs these markings which would serve to brgng out the
meaning of the: p sasage and eﬁphaqisu ite familierity and
impo rtance. : =
: One other method of tnk:l'n.g -notoa. one seldom used, i8
paraphresing. To get more out ot.a text and to deepen
one's understanding, the reader should make 8 running pare-
phzase of sn epistle or propl;et.--.or give a summsxy of the
faots of s historical dook. : 'mu_l would 1nvolu. comprehen~

21 jahsmann, ope glfs, Ppe 58-60.
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elon of what is read amd ghe the reader a good overview
of the book.>2 |

Another device to meke Bible reading more mesningful
ig to ssk questions of the tézt- A8 the child reads a
portion of Soripture, he should ask himself three gnes=-
tions: What doea the text Bay? What does it mean? Uhat
does 1t wean to me?>® ZThese three guestions are simple
encogh that they cun be used ﬁjh"p:orit by ohilaren of
the olementary grsdes. 4t firet it may be mecessary for
the teacher to do this oral;iy‘ wl,.,tii: the children a few
. times 1n order that they mey :nnin;stnnd the process. It
shoul 4 teke very little time i;l;’tli they are able to do
this questioning on their own in sll their Bible resding.
Jahsmann gives s variation o:;_ this when he would have the
children resd a selection untsl they find something that
18 mesningful to them. They shouldl raise their hanis,
read it aloud, explsin how it is meaningful, and' discuss
hie cholce with the olass.2¢ Reading with the exprese
purpose of finding something for oneself stimulstes inter-

eat snd incresses underatanding.
Sensorxy Alds

Sensory eids ére comtrolled experiences which ald the
obild in lesrning by mees art g_:w_)-'or all of hie @enses.

L) Bﬂemmn . = gite, Pe 6l.
- %rﬂu*. &-o cit., Pe 10s: -

Jahanam. ops oits, P- "B
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In Bible reading many aanaon?; alds cavn and eshould be maed.
The Bible itself hes many exsmples of Sensory teaching.
There gxe¢ prophots like Jeremiah, Buzekiel, and Hosea who
taught by symbolic actions. God bimself sanctions the
use of visusl gids whozn He ssys through MHosesa:
And these wrds which I command thee tiia dsy shell
be in thine heart, and thon shslt tesch them dllip-
ently uato thy children, end shalt talk of them when
thou sittest in thy house, and when thouv walkest by
the wsy, and whom thou lieast down and when thou ris-
o8t up, And thom shslt .bind them for a 8ign upon
thine hand, and they shell be ss fromtlets between
thine eyes. And thou shalt wri%g then upon the posts
of thy house, and on thy gates.
One such sensozy sid to the study of the Bible iz drsma-
tization. Xremer recommends this method for occasional
use, in costume if poﬂ-siﬁe.ga In order to drsmatise the
story acourately, the children would first study it in the
Bible. This reaiing wonld be interesting and meaningful
to them alance they hove tihis "’ﬁd,ﬁnite goal in mind., MNor-
melly thqy would sot out the story without rehesrssl,:or
with one rehesrsal, and with ‘makqn,hitt coatuming. For
ordinay teacking purposes, too mach time ehould nck be
lost in detail. The children should act aut the atory
using their own words to comvey the thoughts as well as
they can remember them. Ocessionally they might go to the
trouble of puttisg on s polishod .production for the other

roons of the school ox for the pai;ante. For this they

25Mtamnm 6269, :
26Kraner, Ope oit., Pe ?,"- ;'




P PR S

L T R S

44
would study the Bible carefuliy and rewrite it into a
soript for tho play. In Such a plsy "the langusge of the
Bible should ve euployed where Biblicasl momologue or dia=~
logue 15 used."??7 0f course thls is not to be donme in
those stories whoere the dialo'gna would becoue mnn‘inglea
to the children becsuse of ﬂifﬂcn].t language. But "some
Bible stories sve sufficlently dramstic in nsture as to be
used by the direct quotation of the Bible stoxy."”28 an
example of Buch a story would be that of Isess bleseing
Jacob end Hsau. Such use of Bible lmuage wonld give
‘accurscy to the story, which is of grester importance to
the older child than to the pﬁms'gy child. It -would also
814 in meuory work of oertein passsges which oécur in
stories. Zhe questiion whether children should be alloved
to play the paxt of Jesus, aa" well a8 the gquestion whether
portraying evil people hurta ;:hu'nctu:.. will have to be -
worked over in the locsl situation. Drematisation will- be
en atd to Bible resding if 1t gives purpose to the reading
end helps clarify the mesning by bringisg it into the -ex-
perience of the children. The spplication of the truths
behind the story amet be impressed upon the children from
their resding ss well es from the drsms. & simlated Ta-
dio brosdosst would slininate the need of costumes and give

0 @ne

2%;, S. Ixenberry, t“'.d jon in Religiops
Bmonssla (Ber Yorr 5. HESHTER TR0 CHAT . & |

281b1d., pe 72«
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the children s chance to resd thelr lines from the ‘script
or¥ directly from the Bible. Acting out a atory bringa the
lesson into the pupils! own experience and thereby makes -
the Bible more alive.

Apother assansory asid is the oxhibit. There are nany
types of exhibit that will both stimnlate interest in Bible.
reading and improve undorstar;alng. An exhibit of olad
Bidles and of foreign 1snguspe Bibles could be .arranged in
conméetion with & study of stories about the Bible snd
Bible trana.lattons.ag i'haro‘ hisht-he s conteat to find
the oldest Bible, the lergest Bible, the smallest Bibls,
and other oddities. Jahsuann sugrests the following ex-
hibite in connection with Bible reading: & mseum of Bible
ministures, Bible ecrapbooke.‘ a bulletin bosrd of nmews a-
bout the Bible, miniature -bnflduga such a8 the Temple or
8 hall of Bible heroes, and a collection of Bible postars
and pictures.’® These exhibits shonld be planned snd pre=-
pered by the pupils as mmch as possible if they are to e~
chieve the maxizum learnisg from them. Exhibits may be
used to arouse interest at t!{o introduction of s unit, or
88 a summary and review of the unite

An expensive but vgluabié a:ld' to Bible atudy is the
motion picture. ilthough th-m ere not encugh filme svail-

29%ramer, ope gits, Ps7e
20alsmans, gpe oife. PedBe
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gble to mocompany most Bible stories, the lives of Christ
and of Peul, as well ss those of certatn other noteble
Bible chsracters have been produced. The ohildren should
firet read the story in the Bible and diScuss its meaning
in olaga. Before sesing the picture they ahog.ld be in-
structed to watch fox oortain-"thingl espeoia,l.l.y to notice .
what hes been added to the -Bi‘b.l.ingl anununt to rouad ouf
the story. The teacher’ shou—ld a.l.wayl preview the movie to
prepare for class. d4fter aeoiag_ the movie, the ‘children
ehould go to their Bibles, moting how much moze alive the
story is for thems Thsy can di‘éeﬁ;-a whether the movie p(ro-.;
aented an accurate piocture, end how the pio’tﬁi_e helped make
the story more meaningful to -then_:._ This sio:w __should not-
only be a oritique of the film, but primerily an spplice-
tion of the Bibls story to the lives of shildren. - If time
pernite, a second showing of ihe. pioture clinches the sub-
Ject matter. e

Kuch of the seme pmoeas of toaohing could be used
with slides gnd film stripa. Eﬂuy ha'u the advantage that
they may be ghown three or four times if the teascher de-
8ires, bacause of their bravit;. _'_"L;he sbsence of a sound
track msgkes 1% péaa:lble forx th; chi].dren to tell the story
or to resd it from their Bibles whila it 18 being ahown.

Both Eramerdl and a-hsmann53 -trunelr favor the uee of

Slzramer, gg. cit.. p. 5. :
“Jahﬂnann. _Eo ﬂ.@. p. 48. :
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flat pictures sa aids to Bible teaching. They could be
mounted in sorapbooks, on bulletinm boards, or used in many
other ways to help the oh11d’s understaniing. The ohild-
ren themselvea should collect t_hé pictures, ocut then out,
mount %aem, ami ongage in whafavor other gctivities are
connaected with the picturss 1:1' order tb reoe:l_ve the great-
est benefit. Flat pictures sre 1n$zpensive. .often invol-
ving no expense at sll. Every Sphool should be sble to
uske use of this slid in8 tudylog the Bible.

In Bible study oxel resding should plsy s prominent
part. "An effort to bring out the meaning in oral reading -
leaie to better understanding -on the paxt of the :L;ea.iler.
and it helps to convey the mesning to the listener,"33
Oral resding sleo helps the teacher £ind out. if the child
is sble to handle the wcabul;:l? of the Bibles It provides
an opportunity to trein the children to be devout and.at-
tentive listeners when God's i?oré is being read to them.
The type of orsl reeding should be veried. Individusl
reading, responsive reading, end choral reading are among
the possibilitics.% ©The adventege of orsl resding im that
it wakes v8e of two avepues of | spproach to understanding,

8irght snd heering.

35}{_23;591-. Ope alte, po 6e;

. 84genersl Courss of Study for luthezen Elcment
Schools; publlshed under the auspioes. 'o!%e— ~Boar T&“

8tiw Zaucation, Evangelicel Iuthersn Synod of i -b
sourl, Ohio, apni Other Statea. (St. Louils: Concordis Pub-
li.shing HGBBO._ 19@"’. ps b7
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Zhe.use of charis, grsphs, and msps. alsc hes a place
in Bible study. Charts abould be used in teaching ohildren
the order of the books of the Bible, the relation of the -
0ld gni Hew Deatomemts, the harmony of the Gospels, the
parsbles of Jesus, the lives of important zen, and in meny
other lessoms that land tha:nsa*lvas to such illustration.
Che Thompson Bible®d gnd mozt Bible dictionaries contsin
such chgris. Graphs are esﬁdaﬁy usefal in atudylog
chronology. It is doubtful uh'ethpzr grepha should be kept
of the smount of the Bible _eéah child reads, 89 this would
encopxage quantitative reading without ﬁnfia‘ratanding. 2he -
teacher should provide msp study often, vherever it aids inm
Bible resding or study.®6 Shese would imclude the -nsps in
the bsck of most Bibles, wall maﬁs-; ugps draswn on the black-
board, end mgps. shown on slides. It 18 helpful fox the
children to draw mape themselves, especially Lo nake eleva-
ted msps out of paper wmache or 8 En-.ua substance. Jaha-
menn suggests that the younger chil_dreu make mups on the
playground and use ministure figures out of clothespins to
travel places.>’! The sand table wight be used in the same
way. &all of these devicass are valnable only when thay pro-
mote understanding ia the chi.la and arouse his interest in
reading the Bible.

S6pnompson, P cit., Mﬂ!‘;'.
S6gzramez, ops-site, pe 8o
87 3absmamn, .ops gitss Ps 48,
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Gsmes and Drills

People have gone to mmch trbuble to think of gsmes
and drills which would crepte interest in the otherwise
tedious sccummlation of Bidle famots. Thexe i8 denger that
t00 much emphesis is placed up'on the drill of mechsaniecs,
where frequent Bible resding wounld schieve the same famil-
ierity with the Book.%® 4 certein emount of facts have to
be learned snd skille practiced. Bible drill should de
kept t0 a minimum end used only "occsaionally."S? Faots
that need to be drilled are, Lar éxample: the order of the
books and their smthors, the genersl content of the bmks,
the division s book fits under (historical, poetioal, pro-
pheticsl, doctrinal, epiatolafl). snd the location of a
pumber of important passsges a'nd sa,loct.tona.‘o The General
Course of Study suggests "plaa‘e m"'i_'nory" of the following:

The Crestion, Genesis 1 and 2; The Fall of Kan, Gen-

esia 3; The Giving of the Law, Exodus 20:1-17; The

dAaronitic Blessing, Humbers 6:84-26; Meln Prophecies

of Christ's Death, Poslms 22 and 69, Isaiah 53;

Christ's Bixth, Iuke 2:1-20; Christ's Pasaion, Mat-

thew 26 and 27, dark 14 asnd 15, Iuke £2 and £3, John

18 and 19; Sermon in [8sic) the liount, Matthew b-7;

Christ's Intaroesaz{y Prayer, John 1Y; Joy in Heaven,

. Revelation 7:9-17, -

It 18 best 1f such drill be brought in greduslly ee the les-

38genersl Course of Study,. ps 6%
39!m.r, &c 9_’_-'_&_-_' Pe. Ge ;

%' P-. il.

41general Gﬁnuq of: Study, pe 57
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son8 sre taught, rather then devntixg a-half hour to a con=-
test of memozry snd speed. The child may essily get the
false 1dee thet he kmows his Bible when he 18 le to fnd
8 roference in 2 short time. Drill should be kept at a
einimmn aznd tsught 5.nc1denta.‘l..iy with the regular Bible
study as much ss possible. :

Kremer reccucends the occssional use of Bible games -
end quizzes.® Jehsmann sngg_p‘ht-a the playing of Bible
cherades or Bible baseball.?D  Binice such games accomplish
little in the spplication of Bibls truths to lives, but
emphaaize facts alone, they',too should be kept st a minimum,
There are many Bible quiz books on the.market which provide
the teacher with questions on the facts of every book of the
Bible.%4 A guiz book by Jacobs%® hem one chapter that does
meke application of Bible truthe. The drill is to be mimeo-
graphed gnd dtetributed to the pupils to work independently.
Under every book of the Hew Testement differemt eltuations
sTe listed, end the reader is asked to £ind which Bitle

- - :- v 4 6
reference in that btook applies to the given aituation.

42 raner, op, gite, pe 6
437ahemann, ope gite, Ps 45«

44For exsmple, 4 ¥e Helly, gux Bible - ihet's In It¥
" (Boston: ¥. A. ¥ilde Co., c. 1939).

453, v. Jaocobs, Bible Suiz Book (0incinasti: Standerd
Publighing Co., o, 1939)s - - :

461034, pp. 47-72.
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With this exception, Bible games and quizzes usually deasl -
exclusively with facts and sre of limited velue. Too mnch
tine should not be devoted to snch devices.

liemorising Bible Pasasges

~ It 1s s proctice of the Luthersn Church that children
comit to memory s large number ;:t Bible passasges to be of
use to them not only in their youth but in years to come.
It is not profitable to ask the child to memorize passages
that are masningless to him on the grounds that he will
understand ani use them later. "Any mamory verse which the
child does not underatand and which does not concern his
present noed will be quickly forgotten."$? Although the
kissouri Synod has published s separate memory book con-
teining the msjority of the Bikle psssages listed in the
ca‘lmch:!.mn."’8 the mtior of that book, Kramer, says in
soother writing: "Hemory verses should be studied d4irectly
from the Bible."4? Stndying memory verses from the Bible,
in their context, will prevent the child from attaching
false notions to words end £rom using the pessages to prove
what they do not ssy. KEuch memory work, especislly in the

471, 3. Caldwell, ciui'ooE I8 Childzen {anderson,
Ind.: Yarner Press, 1948), Pe. H

48y, A. Kremer Memory Book for Luthersn Sohools
(8t. I.ouilz.ﬂqeotdia Publishing House, 1944).

49%remer, "Use of The Bible in The Agencies of Christ-

isn Educstion®, p. 8.
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lower grades, should be taught incidentally in connectiom
with the regular Bible lesson. By conatant repetition, by
psrticipation in dremstising Bible atories,50 and by other
references of the tescher, lmportent passages will become
ingraved on the minds of the children.

There sre many methods of Bible study. The tescher
need never feel that he is bound to only one or two of
these methods., Many, 1f not gll, of them should be used
to give veriety to the instruction and to reach the great-
o8t pumber of pupils. It is diffioult to declsre one moth-
od the best, or some to be preferred over others. The
method that is most suitable will depend on the sge and in-
terests of the clsss being tsught as well as- the material
end time aveilable for teaching. The teacher should be
acqusginted with as many wethods as yossible that he mey
take from them what i8 sdaptable to his teaching situation.

socaldwell. Ope _G_’_Ts_-" Pe 1%56«




CHAPTER VII
HATERIALS USED IH BIBLE STUDY

Authoritles generally sgree that Bible story books sre
useful for introducing the Bible to children. While the
child in the lower grades "should be familiar with the sp-
peerance of the Bible, his introduction to its contents mgy
be through books of Bible stories."! By the time the child
reachas fourth grade, his interest should have been atimu-
lated by hearing Bible stories and resding Bible Btozy
books. The adult version mey gradually be worked in.2 The
o8t common Bible story book used in the upper grades of
the Lutheran achools is the jdvanced Bible Histozry.® <There
i® dengoer that continued use of such a book would compete
with the use of the Bible. 4 Bible histoxy hss the advan-
tage of selected stories that are more essily ibund than in
the Bible. It also is writtem in persgraph form and has
explunstions for obsolete words. Some of these adventsages
would be lost to s modern translstion of the Bible. The
advantage of proper selections is one that remains and just-
i1fies tho use of the baok in the lower and middle grades.

1. 8. c.uu.u..%_:’r, Concern Is Children (andersonm,
Ind.: Varner Press, 1948), pe 1200

2y remer. "Use of The Bible in The Agencies of Christ=-
dan xdnoatioz'n" tppublished, (nlneosraphed in outline form,
19‘9)‘ pl 5-.

Bpdvanced B History (st. Louis: Concordis publish-
1“8 Eoue, Ce 1 ‘%—
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Schmidt tells the pupils who will vse his workbook:

Since there are many letters in God's Book, you will

want to read them one at a time. %o help yom in

choosiang which to read fixst, some of the letters

have been collected in a separste book. fPhis book is

your Bible History.4
Since the upper grade pupils have used a Bible history im
the lower grades, it would not uppeal to them ss mmch a8
the Bible itmelf. Sftudeants i'u the vpper gzades should not
get their knowledge of Bible storles from Bible histories,
but from the Bible itself, The Bible history should be s
supplomentary text, a reference book for faciliteting Te-
view. Bible etory bocks and Bible histories have their
place in introdveing the Bible to children, but should not
replace the Bibls in tke upper grades. ' '

By the time they enmter fourth grade, children should
own their own Bible, It.i8 poor practice for the sohool
to buy & eteck of Bibles end keep them in the classroon for
the childron to uss. It i8 much better for esch child to
"“own his own Bible.® The Bible the child owns should not
be a cheap Bible with smsll print and low grade paper, but

6

but s good, legible referomse‘ Bible that the child can uge.

4y, A. Schmidt. et sle, Horking with God's Bord (sag-
inaw, Mich.: Iuthersn Sohool Service, 104l), ineide cover.

5,. 0. Kueller, "The Use of he Bible in Sunday

School®  Concordls Sunday School Teachexe® Quarterly,
xxvi:4 loot. 1941), p. 2b0=

“ 68, Hueller, "Tesching ‘phe Child to TSR The Bible",
Concordia Sunag.'sohoo-; pgpchexs' Gusrterly, XXV:8 (July
: o Po . 5
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The 6dition recommended by i. Ce Kueller is the "Concordia
School Bible No. 160 Specisl," which he recommends for leg-
4bility, marginal re:l’orsno_a. self-pronouncing system, st-
tractive foruat, dates, helps, meps, and 1ts inexpensive
price." All the above liated rysbin.ts should be considered
.when buying a Bible for a young child, while an older
child should have one with more helps and @ dictionarye.

Since the Xing James Version is an obstacle to the
profitsble use of the Bible by children,® the use of mod-
era trunsletions ie worthy of consideration. J. P. Love
recommends that the child begin firet with Goodspeed's
liew Testsment, end later use the entire Smith-Goodspeed
Bible:? This version has nnntnk paragrephs and distin-
guishes the different types o'I literature. Phillip'a
_Letters to Young Churches 18 a modern persphrase of the
epistles of the Hew Testsment.t? Moffat also made @ mod-
ern tremsletion of the entire Bible.u while the fevised
Stendsrd Version renders the New Testement in modern, yet
stately, English.}® 411 of these travslations do eway

7a. C. Mueller, ope oite; ppe 174-175. (This Bible 1s
published by Goncorai'égmmaimg House snd sells for $1.10.)

8supra: p. 24.
93, P, Love, How to Read Phe Bible (New York: Macmil-
len, 1940), pe 178 ..

103, B. Phillips gette to Young Clurches (liew York:
Macmillan, 1948)e - Tote T80

115, moffat, 4 Hew E‘;gglgt;oh of The Bible (Hew York:
Harpers, c. 1936).

1zneusoa stan d v.:uon of She liew Restement (Hew
York: Thomas N 08, Oe . —1'9‘59:' 1938}
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with the linguistic end typeograsphical disadvantages of
the King Jemes Yaersion. The V'I.uthems have no English
translation of their own, und sre therofore faced with the
problem that each of theme translstions has soms objeot-
ionable interpretaion or phrasing. MNor do they sgree with
every word of the King James Vo:sion. ‘but they have come to
regard it as the least erronoous.

Since the King Jemes Version is the most commonly
used snd scoepted translation of the Bible, it should still
be the chief Bible used with Luthersn schook children ustil
such a time gs it is supplanted by s better one. However,
the modern trsnslations should be used nlong side of it to
8id the understendins of the children and show them that
the Bible is not a museum piece.  Some of them should be
used with csution lest the underlying theology of the
tranelator influences the children negatively. Jahsmann
supggeats &s a project that the children compare Bible
verses in different versioms.l?®. There are slso better
typeogrephical srrangements of the King James Version which
are helpful. A4lthough the King Jemes Version is still the
backbom; for Luthersn study of %he Bihle, modern versions

should be used frequently for comparison.

13, H. Jehemsnn, Leading Children into Zhe Bible
(St. Louis: coneordi.a'rn 1ing House, O. 1950), Pe
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liaking Selectiona

In selecting portions of Scripture for ohildren to
read, there 1s the problem of the frank references to sex
in the Bible ond to horrible deeds of bloodshed. Some :
people think that these stories have s harnful influence
on the growing personality of the child. 4according to Love
hoxror stories do not frighten children or warp their per-
sonalities.l¢ Horror stories whers the moxal is clesrly
geen on the surface sre best suited for children. .These
Btories should not be sugmented by the teacher with the
historic detoils of the horrible act. It should be zread
for the lesson it teaches, and spplication be made to the
lives of ihe pupilss Similarly; the stories involving sex
will pot be harmful to the child #f the teacher does not
dwell upon the act, but rathér upon the morsl .of the stoxy
end its meaning for the childrean in their lives,

In selecting portions of the Bible for qhi.ldrun. the
interests snd needs of the child shozld be considered.
Children enjoy stories that desl with children and femily
1ife, nch as the stories of '.'r:oeﬁh. Semmel, Joash, the
Shunsmite boy, Jesua b.leaains' children, Jairus®' desughter,
and malv others.1b 0f couree, sll the important stories
of the B':I.bleqx'b not nqnto'r’"a;o.und- children. But children

l43ove, op. gite. pp. 166-167.
161b1d., p. 166. '
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are more interssted in stories them in essays or pﬂ&ﬁy.
Acsording to Love, "the Gospels ought to be the child's
chief resding from the Bible,"16 It might elso be a good
idea to adspt the reading progrem to ths msjor festivals
of the Clmrch Yoer.l? 1In resding the Bible, children-as
a general rule want stories, 'aomething full of .ant:lon that
will provide them with a hero or hexoine.

In s Bible reading program the teachsr mmat decide

'whather he is going to emphasize reading ss much of the

Bible as possible with & minimum of explanstion, or wheth-
er he 18 going to have them read Small portions and explain
it in detail. Both extremes sre to be svoided, for too
large s quantity of reading wesns little understsnding,
while too limited an swount does not teach the Bible in its
fuller applicstions.l8 It is possible for sn sesigument to
be too long either for the tescher to explain it or the
children to discuss it. 4 teacher should limit. the emount
end tesch it thoronghly, rsther than try to teach too much
helf-hazardly.l? The selection should contain one chief
unit of thought, btut be long enough for disgussion.

167bid., po 167

‘17General couree of Stu for I.uthemn Element
Schools’) Fu' $1Tched under the subploes of the Board 05 2
Ciristian Education, Evangelical Lutheran Symd of ﬁsm :
Ohio, and other States. (3t. I.onla- Conoordis Publishing

mule. c. 1936), p. bB.
185pid., p. 57«
19Csliwell, Op. oit., p. 124.




69
Bible Helps

"The teacher ‘cannot sey. everything himeelf, and he
cannot satisfy evexry w}ienpoint. tut he can show his pupils
how to obtain and evaluate the best informetion."20 qone of
the 2ims of Bible teaching is that the student becomes an
independent Bible readex, sble to read alone with under-
stending and profit. The tedcﬁo_r will not alweys be avalle
able fo anewer questions end explain difficulties. The
child must learn to handle ﬂie various Bible helps himself
80 &3 to grrive at an 1ntarprota£ion of difficult peassges
on his oun. while Kramwer thinks that childrun should hsve
drille to lesxn the uee of @ concordunce snd Bible diction-
exy,2l The Genersl Course of Study recommends the use of
cros8 references, coumentaries, concordances, and Bible
diotionsries be taught incidentally as the need arises.22
It is better tesching 1f a skill can be ftsught in conneo~
tion with some need, in its natural setting, rather than
es en isolated drill to be mastered for its own Sake.

The Bible of the child should contain marginal ref-
erences. Such refersnmces should be used not only for pern

allel passages but also for the verisnt readings that sre

| 20p, E. xretnmam Religion of The Child snd

Othex ;xgg;_a_ (se. mx&."ﬁ" "+ord a publishing Howse, 1929),

e .
?-'-xrame;-, ope. g&.. Pe e
22Genersl Oouzse of Study, pe 57.
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found there.23 The children should develop the hsbit of .
teking rotice of the variaot rosding, literal translstions,
end other possible translations, as they asppesr in the mar-
gins of their Bibles. %The a!.ﬁp,l.eat and shorteat type of
commentary ic the aunotated Bible. The Congordis Bible
with Botes is espscially recommended for Lutheran Bchool
ohildren.2¢ ‘It hes the advantege of belng sll in oms book
together with the Bible text, and brief snough to allow
reasonsbly repid resling of the Bible iteelf. The Bible
connentaries s child uses aho'ulld- be simple. ZThey should
not contsin Hebrew and Greek words or be written in theo-
logical terminolopmy. The onlj Iunthersn comnentary that
meets this noed 1e Kretsmeun's Populsr Commentary.2® fThe
child should glec be soquainted with Bible dictionaries, for
they contsin many velnable Sumneries snd disgrams as well ss

explanatioss of Bibliocael nnatoiml__ and geography. 4 concox-

dsnce ig & pecessary help for a topiosl study of the Bible

or for word study. Zhe epncoﬁlanua does pot mean mmch by
itself, tut the psessges alluded to in pert mmet be looked
in full, "The coubext must by sll means be taken into con-

slderstion, otherwise a concordasnce is not an eid to the

=y

285, ¢. Trumbull, et sl., Hints on Bible Study (Philas-
teipter st et lonatls . R = pe 2R,

24Kramer, ope gite, pe lle (Published by Concordia
Publishing House, Ste Louis.) :

26p, B, Xretsmann, Popular Commentary of £he Bible
(St. Lovie: Congordia Pu sbing ﬂm"a'.":’ﬁzmmr; 4 vols.
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understanding."26 ' 4 complete concordance is not necessary
for work with children. While they should be acqusinted
with such s bonk, the small concordsnce in the back of
their Bibles is sufficlent for most of their needs.

In selecting the materisls to be used by the children
in Bible study, the teacher should bear in mind the abll-
itiea and interesats of the children, not only ian the ver-
sions and translations they ere to mso, but sleo in the
stories snd realings he chooses for them, and the helps

he trgins them o use.

86xrotznann, The Religion of Zhe Child snd Qther Essgys,

Pe 148, T R
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CHAPTER VIIT
ADAPTTHO BIBLE STUDY 70 AGE DIFFERRNCES

Ihanshouldaehﬂdbamethemozhnmmm ‘The author-
ities are agreed in that none of them suggests that a child have posses-
gion of his owm Bible before the fourth grades Kramer sayss luiuﬁh-
child his own Bible at least by age 9" This corresponds to the fourth
grade of elementary school. lMueller agrees, for in the Sunday School he
advocates giving the child a Bible in the second year junior department
or first year intermediate, which would be the fourth grade.? On the
other hand, Jehsmann® argues that 17 1t 1s to be a Bible for study and
use the rest of the child's 112G, he stiould receive it when he iz in'the
sixth grade and can use it independently, The Texas Educational Guide
meintaing that Yeach pupil of grades 5 -7 should have his own Bible,*
Generally speaking, a child should own his Bible as socn as he is able
to use it independently. While the young child's Bible should be simple
andinlarge,leglbletm,byﬂmthaacbﬂduinthsmm
heahouldhavaamblewithameomemddutiowwbm“m
Congordia Home and Teachers' Bible.5  This should replace the largs

.4 xramz-. Waaofmem.bhinmummummnm- :
cation® (H.tmaograﬂed in outline form, 1949)s Pe 5e

2).0. Musller, "The Use.of The Bitle in Sunday Schools, Concordia
Sunday School Teachers! Quarterly, XXVs3 (July 1940), Pe 172

31, H, Jahsnam, mgﬁmmumm(st. Louiss Con=
mﬂla?ubllsmngﬂme,ca s Do

W and gensral Courss of .ﬂw
published under the auspices of the Texas Dis-
trict of the -Evenwelical Lutheran Synod of-Missouri, Ohio,
.. and Other States (Concordia Publishing Ecuae. 1950), Pe 5.

SKraner, op. 3_1.5_., ps 9%
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print children's ‘edition of the Bible he got in fourth grade.’ If the
pmantaarammbloormmdngtoaupplymwmblu,mm
should do 80,7 Thesemouldbeglmtoﬂmchﬂdm,mhpth‘
stacks 4n the school room. _ '

The difference in the ags of a child in the fourth grade and ane
in the eighth grade is sufficient to warrant careful adaption of the ‘
atoﬂ.es and selections chosen for the chﬂdm to read, Jﬂhm clage
gifies these differences as followss Young children - vivid imagin- -
ationss Widdle grade children - love of adventure; upper grade ehﬂdm
~-neod a feeling of gnilt and problems to solve,d mmeno:gim
four, five, and six are inclined.to hero worship, and theratm selec~
tionsshouldbeeenteredummdincﬁmtainlimotﬂihhpwph’ '
The child of grades aevenanddgm.hudqnlopadmmmmlytu
study the Bible doctrinally, as well as tb'aolvepmblmotm
11£0.1° The selections.the teacher glves the children should vary ac-
cordingly. The fourth grade child should not be expectsd to handle the.
dootrinal materisl thatehanangesan'réigii'th grader, or to make the ap-:
plications to 1ife that coms with increasing experience. HNor should the
olderchﬂdbelmudtoaainphmﬁngofanum:m.ﬂﬂl—
mmth!ngtotnxhil_tﬂity. Itianuhmthatmtm-
lymaveoabmwmdsenmammmummpwwm.p
mOfthaohildruntmght.hutthemmmdstoﬂuunn.n

Ggupras pp. B5. - |
TEramer, 2202’_-,‘1“ P 5 A
'B.rahmn'u;i_ah. oltes Po 2o

9mid., pp. 72-T3.

mma., PPa 73=Tho

Una., po. 2
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mmmmmbmnmgunmﬁﬁpMmotmuw.'
His first ain is to read hinself into the Bitle; Thenhewill find
probless andibe ready to use Bible helps: They should be introduced '
gradually as the need arises. By the tize a child is in eighth grade
heshuﬂdbeabletohmmmambhdictmnwmm 5
Butthe:,'mmmch_ldahouldnotbeazpectadtouseﬂfbhhdpatou_l
matadagrea orwithasmehfanlﬂty. I . ey

muapneramamnmmnmﬁormmgmueswmf
the age and abllity of the child, The book methodl? 15 beyond the abile
ity of fourth graders except for short books t.h'at tell a story, such as
Jonsh snd Ruth, This msthod is one of the best for older children. The
blographicsl methodl? lends itself very well to all ages; the differeme
belng in the matorial the teacher selects to characterise the person un-
der consideration. While the topical method'® is best sulted for older
children, simple toplos could be studied by fourth and £ifth grade child-
ren if the selections read are on their level and to their interest.
Word study 15 should be uséd chisfly in the seventh.and elghth gradssa.
Younger childien will generally be interested in msthods that involve
stories= mdpeople,mlemeoldsréhﬂd:mﬂnbemwmuf
tent to handle methods involving doctﬂnls and Mﬁm-

msmmn&mmmmmumamdm
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wWhile all ages can plan and show.exhibits, 11 movies generally are .
guited better to the oldsr children,’® Their mass of dstail and con-
fusion of characters may cause the fourth grade child to hg in at-
tention, Slides and £lln strips’ are botter for the younger children
and these should be kept as simple and unobstructed as possible.
Children in gradoafourtoaightaremabletommtpa.otmam
and to read orally with benefit.Zl e use of charts,. graghs, and
maps®® in the lower grades will ba chiefly in the hands of the teaohar,
with 2 fou slmple offorts on the.part of the children. The older child=-
ren can bs expectad to draw charts, graphs, and maps themselves with
gome skill.

In nemorizing Blble asslectiony much less will be expected of young-—
er children than of the seventh and cighth grade children, Whils older
children way occasionally be assigned pasnges to study and memorize
singe they can mors roadily sce the purposs for it, childrem of the
-fourth grade ghould do most of their memorising in class with the
toacher, in an inoldental way whensver posaibles™

In teaching Bible study, ﬂzetaachsrmadaptwmmmm
and his materials to the age and developuent of the children under his

17s|mas ), TR e
M: ‘Po 1i8e :
‘9m: Pe 49
ao&_mt Pe ha.
2 supras po l9a” 2

-amr_azmh&.. 5
am”r. 53 . -
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guldance, Tholr previous religious backgrounds, their special interests,
and their home 1life aust all be taken into considsration. Generally
speaking, the younger or less mature child will be interssted in lass
complex. or ghstract methods and subject matier than the older children.
can handle, The younger children will want eoncretamterhlaand
simple msthods and aids, while for the clder child, Bible reading
ghould present a challenge in interprotation and spplications




CRAPTER VIIT
TRANSTERRING THE VALUES OF BIBLE STUDY 70 LIFE
Forming Regular Bible Reading Habits

mmahmldhaacerbainm{mtotumwzr&mswd'
the Bible in school to the every day life of the child, One such
transfer 1z that the child forn the habit of reading the Bible regulare
1Ye Aﬁblemﬂngpm@mismtmdnlmﬂlbh&cbﬂdrmaﬁ--
regular and hebitual users of the Scripturs, Kramer maintainss "Until
we have established this hebit, we have not succeeded 4n our efforty
. when we !ia-.'e guccesded and have eatabli.s!;ed tbq Mmt; most other
probless comnected with Bible use ave likesise solved.™ For children
as well 2s adults 1t is helpful to have 1ists of sultabls dally Bitle
readings.® 7Tho Amcvican Bible Socdety has put out a chart called iy
Reading Recoxd® for this purpsss. Hhﬂasnd:ﬂdsmhalptulinfho :
formation of habits, they can by the gama -token be hamaful by lsading
tho child to think that there 1s merit in reading a certain amount of
the Bible every day, whether or not he finds Christ in such resding.d
It may be batter for the teacher in the Iutheran school to mike his omn
. st for the children, adapted to their specific needs and related %o
the total religion progran of the school and the church year. Cntdren
shmﬂ.dbatanghtﬂtheammtmbhmﬂnzumtamdwrkh
1m,mummuwuuuampuuummm
n:agoca-mymmqmmun-m~mm¢mm“

' lx.a.m,auuotmmmm les of Christisn
Bducation’. (mmmpnedmmumm 193)s Pe 8o
’?@."'11?-5.-

3@: p. 32l.




68
the answer to their problems in life,:
Independent Bible Study

'ny'matmmmmﬂmageortuummu
ghould be able to read the Bible Independently with profit.’ A Bitle
mﬂngmmmianotmassmlﬂitfdhtoulbl;mmﬂdh :
mthaﬂbhmhﬁmﬂfforhumspmtmm ‘His experience
4n school should encourege him and give hin the initiative and deaire
to vead the Bible at home. Be should be able, to sous extents to
&wwﬂwbaﬂmﬁmia&eﬁptmhmtahm.mmm
halplﬁmdave]suthemomlatemimhemﬂmuaﬂingthemmat
home, even if the rest of the fanily doss not read it and sets him a
bad example.” "oahtninsmhagoﬂthatauhermtmbmlydnehp
inthechilnthaknmladgeofhwtnnadﬂmﬂbhanduhmhﬂnd
mthemtammsm,butummsteummmamm
towards. to ‘f.ha Diblo, that the child desires o read it indapendmuy.
Unless tho child is taught to read his Bible by himself, in the hous,
he cannot be expected 4o do so when he becones an adult worker in the
congregation, - ' |

The Child's Part in Devotions :

A successful Bible reading progrem will enatils the child to taks
macbivopartindwouonshothinachoﬂandathm. Krazer recom=
mmuwmmmummmwmmmmm
devotions at 1east oocasionally, either individually, responsivelyy oF

!‘h;aa;argg.cit.,p.& 3 TS
slbi.d.rp.-&-
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in unison,® ore than that, he nmaintaine that the children should
even have a part in. plamming the devotions.! Oldar children in partic-
ular, should be able with the guidance of the teachor to select 2.suit-
able Bible resding 4o accompany the lesson fbrtheda:. It is well to
remenbar thal msmorized passages, Psalaus, and longer sections of the
Bible can ba put %o bsnaficial use in worship services at school, Sun=
day School, and hone.d The family.altar in ‘the home can be mads more
meaningful %o the childran by occasionally MQ than to rsad the
Bible raferances in the devotiony and thia variety of activity would
algo make such worship more stimlating for the adults,” In the house
there should bo & osrtaln corner set aside for a family Bible, childe
ren’s editions, & Bible diation'n','f,'-‘and other helps,10 A good Bible
reading program in the school can do auch to laprove tha effectiveness -
otﬂnafami‘l-al‘?arinﬂlehm. ! )
Usingmembhm"imorneed s .

As mentionsd earlier,l the teacher stiould develop in the ehild
the ability to £ind God's measage for him in every type. of nseds A
1iat of such, selections might be pasted in the front of the Bible, or'

6Ib3d. 5 pe 5o
TM, Po 7—

8.7, Botts, Hethod in (tiew Yorks Abingdon Press,
on 1925), pe Mode Teecig Mg

9Krmr, Ope Oltes Pe Ts

10r s, Caldwell, Our Our Goncern s mﬂdru (m. Ind.:
Pressy 1948)5 p.i121. — o _

isupune 3. 8
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batter still through coastant usa in school such ssctions should bo-.
gome imbedded in the memory of the child that he knows where to £ind
the help he needs, Mot only should the child develop the ability to
£ind what he wants in tha Bible, but the teacher ahould arouse in hin
the desire and habit of turning to the Bible in timaor 'brcuhln and '
emotional mrpariencas.]'a There ars portions to read when joyful and -
hai:py as woll as vhen depressed and lonely. The Bibls even has sec-
tions for the child to read when he fesls no need-for God or is Ford.l>
Once the child is aware of how %o find.eomfort.andhelp in the Bible in
any nesd, and has the habit of going to Scripture at such times, the
tezcher may assuse that his Dible reading program has been to soms
TIBAYUIS & SUCCSSe
Tha B:lb.xe in Other School Sub.iaeta

In & Iutheran school the Bible'eﬂlbaﬁxaehiatsomaofmu-
glous intructiocts  In Bible history the Jeneral Course of Study de-
clares that the content “is taken dimcﬂyfm&cﬂpmm Ih Mﬂ
four to elght the Bible itself should be ‘used in teaching Bible historye
Even for children of the age of nine years, iramer recomends thai they
read 2 lesson from the Bible after it has been tauah*-,-'ls Children
might also read the lesson bafore it is taught, and refer to it during

les_m Pe 8o

Lpor example, 1 Peter 212 -

Uigeneral Course of Study for mm-%m published
undsr the .suspices of %‘%«fi‘! Thrlstian m-m:mc '
Inthoren Synod. of iLssourly Ottty sl Rt Shaes (2t Loulse e

&a Publishing Hme, 1943)5 Pe
hrazer, op. cites e 6




71
the discussion, The content of the catechisa also is taken directly
from Scripture.X® In catechim Instruction Ereser reccamends that
the tsacher have the children read l'tm the Bible portions that apply
to the lesson, explaining constantly that the catechism is based on;"
the Bible,l? Anothor opportunity for Bible uss in catechetical in- _
strugtien 45 the inductive method of teaching, The tescher should
direct the children in looking up a cert.a.!.n groyp of Blble passages in
their Bibles_. Pron these they would formmlate a statement of Bible .-
teaching on 'khe- glven subjecte Then they could open ﬂ:air catechisas
and conmpare the statesents of doctiine. " In other aub;!acts of nltﬁ.m
the General Course of Study swwmarizes the place or the Bible.as fo].‘.lm:

B s B e e e s

i:hr o._s‘:::mmd of Bihliﬁl history; acxory material is selected -

gely £ron the Bible,

In rending “entire reading paricdsmyba davoted occasionally to
Bible reading, this especiallyinona—mschoolsﬁmratimisata WS
premium,+'? The teasher should not neglect to make use of the m-ms
types of 1iteratare fomd in the Bible. - The Eible should come into
rraquanbusoiu the mmhmgﬁnadug,uumhdhmm
ricula.®’ 'In teaching langusgs the Bible should not culy be used for

proper motivation,Z but Biblicsl events may serve as topics for lan-

“amcmor_gg,p.s.

Mivemer, ope cltes pe 6o

general  Gourse of Study, P 66s

Emat’hﬁﬁ '
mep-m-

aﬁm&tmlﬂ-
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guage exercises and compositions, The writing of original religious
varse based on Biblo texts is encouraecﬂ.'laz Biblical terms may be
studled in spalling.2

in geography the Bible could be put f.omhuae. _Pasnges of the
Pibls referring %o the Creation, the b‘lood, and other seis of God in
nature might be read.?! The children should learn from thelr Bibles
God's placm in the miverse as well as man's, A study of the geographv
of Palestine ‘should include Bible referencss where such knowledge is -
significant.?® In history "Biblical history is used to illustrats how
God rules in the affairs of men (Isracl, Balamm, David), how He blesses
righteous and punishes disobedient nations and rulers, and how lle can
proserve whole nations against famine and enemfes (Israel)e®2d In oivies
the Biblo should be used as recomended in the cuwrricula, &7

in arithzetic "Bibli.ca‘.l. welghte and neasures may be studied.
Arithnetic is also nseded in drawing or maiking scale modals of the ark
or tabernacls, in figuring chronology, and in making sraphs- -’hnﬂjﬂb?
1ical pz-'oblema are numsrical, |

In tesching health the Bible could be used more than is recomended

ue3

ﬁmmcomegw.p.ﬁ. '
a&.’ﬂq, DPe 66e

2h1bi.d.,p.’65.

245 1n the story of the Good Samaritan.
%Ganeralcmrseof_ﬂ,p.ﬁ'l-

2?%3 Pe 20.

zacmmsomot_wb“-




7%
in the curriculz.?’ The child might read passages to show hia the ia-
portance of his body,>° examples of how bolievers kept themselves heale
thy, L and exeples of how men Fulned thelr health by excess.32 ey
night read storics that show Jesus as the divine Hoaler, and the pro=
tection of anpsls for the safety of helievem. In gonaml science the
RBible should b used as recomuended in the curricu]a.”

In teaching mugic and art, in addition to the Zew references mads
to the Biblc in the curricule, ™ pascapes which have inspired hyms or
magterpicees of art should be vead as these are atudied.35 A

To nake its Dible reading progran ysach over into the everyday
lives of its pupils, the school will hawve to not only promote knowledge
of the Eible, but dsvelop habits and skills In handling the Bible, and
gbove all instill the attitudss of respect; love, and hunger for Serip=

ture,

29§£‘p_1:e:: De 2L

Hpgutn 139:10. 1 Core 3:18.

ronicl refused the dist of the king of Babylona
32 Sam. 25: 36-36.

Bgupras p. 2.

Msupray P. 22,

35gensral Course of Study, pe 6T




CHAPTER IX
SULMARY |
8ince the Iutheren Church is the-mmormopumie.-ha
Mﬂm&wﬂlbeusedfmmﬂyinhﬁmemm. The teach-
er will necegzarily have a number of aims in mind, The fundamental aim
wmbeﬂ:attheehildrm-maymmchﬁatthmd:tmmotﬁc
Means of Grace; This generel aim may be broken domn into such specific
aing 25 indootrination, devotional use, ability to find coufort and
strength, inspiration and material for personal witness to Christ, and
a Christian outlook on 1ife in all aspects.

Tho curricule and guides that have been written for Lutheren par-
ish ‘achools of the Yisgouri Synod recommend the use of the Bible in
varying anounts. mﬁanyitiatohemedaamtestw,anb-
Ject on the curriculum, The daily devotions always contain a Scripture
reading, In other religious subjeetsthanibhhmor”hun'-gln-
ted, other books taking its place. Its use othersise is recomaended in-
reading poriods, in comnection with the social sciences, and in general
science., Fossibllities Zor use in other subjects have been largely
. overlooked, ‘

There are a mmber of cbstacles that hinder children from reading
the Bible &b much as desired. The fact that it is an adult book, writ-
mmmrormm,mummammmtwmﬂ
it, to bring it ‘down to ‘the level of the children. Adults, howevar,
mmhmmatutwwmmmmmmm
dlscourages the child from resding it. This is especially true if the
adulte concernad are the childts parents or teachers. The langusge and
Wﬁﬁwﬁe'mamvm-mwmmm
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uu!atand!nthemofunﬂerstmdﬁg.,m#nqumtmwmm
«mmeammemmmpmnmmmammum
mrmeeoft.nemues.nmmuehum :
| Tousethemhleuiﬂibamﬂt,theehﬂdmthatut-
udes regarding Holy ¥rit. Parents and teacher muat set a good examplo
of regular use of, snd love and reverence for the Bible, All legit=
inate pedagoploal means of arousing e interest of the child should be
Seloyeds While the Bible should not be handled in a superstitious '
way, it should not be held in contempt as commonplace, The Bible it-
gelf demands that 1t be revered and followed. The key to profitable
Bible study fe finding Clrist in all of Soripture. 41l of the Bible is
useful for the child of God, and the child must Tealize the Christo-
centricity and the usefulness of the entire Scriptures

Of the numerous methods of teaching Bihle study, the book mathod
is one of the most popular, and has the advantage of reading the Bitle.
the way 1t was intonded to bo read by the uriters. The blographical
method is more appsaling to children, who are by nature more interested
in people than in loglo, The topleal method is more advancad, but will
bear special fruit with the older children, The word study method is
still more difficult, and should be carefully prepared by the teacher -
and used not earlier than In the seventh and eighth grades. To under-
Stand the Bible, the child nust recognise the various types of litara-
ture he finds in it and imow how literal to interpret each, Such mech-
mmumamm.mmmmm.pm
and questioning the text, are useful in deepening the understanding of
the child, Wnatever sensory alds.are availabls to the teacher should
be used to vivify the lesson, while games and drills should be kept to
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a ninimun, Memorizing of Pible passages should be dous in an incident-
al wy o5 much 25 possible, Only passages. that are meaningful and uses
ful to the child should be learnode , R

ﬂhiloBiblastnryhooksmholp!nlinlntroMngtheHbuh ‘
children, by the time thqytarfmﬂ:aadetheyshaﬂdhoghmﬂm :
" the Bivle itself. chmm'amummmmmmmm.
but the seventh and -eighth mdersshmﬂdhaveambhuﬂhmmd‘
helps. Mmtmhﬁmwuwmmwmemm
sight, but the children mmummmthaungmvm
as long as it continues to bé the authorised version of the Lutheran
Ghurch, ¥hile sex and horror storics wiﬂ-mthu_uchﬂ&mitmpaﬂy”
taught, the stories ﬂ:at.appen‘l.toehﬂdﬂnmﬂ;oudﬂﬂiﬂzﬂﬂ‘ ',
children and fanily 1ife, or ab leastwithharoesthat. tneywehemh.
The teacher must comproniss betwesn quantitative. reading with 1ittle" -
coznent, and short readings with excessive explanation, Ais the child-
ran reach the upper grades, theyshombatau@thwiomthehalm
both in their Bible and in eomentar.les, eoneordnmea, and d:lctiumﬂ.u.

The teacher must adapt. his u&uﬂrwnmhthm
'ﬂ:aehildsqoﬂdhawhlsmpmmdmurthamwhenmm
the fourth grads, This niglt'beaaﬁnple.mgapﬂnt. children's ed~ .
monmichwudbammainmmthoumﬁxmwam :
with more halps, The selections for the lower gradss will imvolve ..
.dlﬂdren,hmnte,orueoplc; mmmﬂumm”m’
accasionally dootrinal sections and exhortarizms, The teacher will
Mhummmmn«mmmummuuu
ing the more complex methods and eids for the upper gradess maa-;-
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ngdﬂblemdmgmmmireuhwwhﬁmmdw:
lives of the pupils, meyﬁloﬂdfommgﬂarmblomzhabits,
and be able and eager to study the Bible independsutly. They should
be able to wnderstand and take part in devotionss both i school and
at home. They should know uhers to find the messags they need in time
of trouble, and have the hablt of tumning to the Bible in every needs
The Bible should be used $o & greater extent than 1s recommended in the
curricula for some subjects. Bible history and catechism should be
taught directly from the Bible. 7The use of the Bihle might be inoreas-
ed in such other subjects as language, aritimetic, health, music, and
art.
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