
Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis 

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary 

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship 

6-1-1950 

The Status of the Saturday School in the Lutheran Church--The Status of the Saturday School in the Lutheran Church--

Missouri Synod Missouri Synod 

Marcus Zill 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_zillm@csl.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv 

 Part of the Practical Theology Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Zill, Marcus, "The Status of the Saturday School in the Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod" (1950). Bachelor 
of Divinity. 318. 
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/318 

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly 
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized 
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact 
seitzw@csl.edu. 







a0 

aside for hymn stuly alons with forty minutes for sinsins. 

this is a total of ninety-five minutes devoted by this ons 

sehool to Singing amé hynm studye The shortest range in 

length of tise was in tha tims devoted to ths devotional 

perioi. This psPiod wanzed from Lives minutsa to twenty 

minutes 

Table Live indicates thes average tiie devoted to the 

activities of sli schools, as well as tie average of those 

schoole tasching these activitios.e #«lso includisa in table 

five are the median times anent on sach activitye ALL 

figures in thel table ara only for schools that reported 

that they sponsored that particular activity, uiless other- 

Wins stated. : 

ALL but these of the surveyed schools adequately an~ 

awered the section of the questionnaire entitled “memory 

work", O< theso 132 achools only three reported that they 

Suployei no memory work at alle One hondred ani twenty- 

seven schools xrepozbed that they memorized sections oz 

iather's Suall Catechism. An alaost igentical nuaber, 126, 

Yeportsd the use of Bible passages in their memory work 

P¥ogras. Cnly prayers and hysue wars major items used as 

material to be committed to masozy other than Bible and 

Catechiem passages. ighty-six schools nono ized Pere 

While fifty-five schools manorized certain hymns as & 

bart. of their memory work prograiie 
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ZABLE 5 

Numbex of minutes Gevoted to various cur= 
vicular activities by surveyed schools. 
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Devotion L24 9e0 13.5410 5 120 
$ } 

Satechisn {141 b5.5 64.0 | 50 | 10 ba6 
7 j 

Bible history | 106 60.6 Ba.o | 30 J1o {90 
: ; 

Bible reading j| a9 i.e 0 %o7% {16 5 {30 

Church Kiatory $9 hose 4.4 )15 5 |40 

Hissicn atulies | yy izes t3.¥7 110 | 5 140 
Hypm atudies 55 405 | 5.7 410 § 745 

Memory vow: 116 [19.9 R701 115 5 {60 
Singing laa Lb.7 {8.1115 | & 140 
Handiwovk 14 Pl.7 {2.2 }20 410 | 60 

f Reccas 78 4.0 18,.1 115 5 450 

eet aoe ses maieeninetomeney nave 

: 
t tu= “It was assumed that the averaga of the eote the ete 

sa activities. 
ally listing the tine in ainutes was ldentioal 

ths other schools which reported teaching the 
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TABLS 6 

Incidence of varlous types of memory 
work in the surveyed sshools 

  

fype_of Hunbsx of qerosntare 
HOnOxY iO senooLs o£ schools 

Gatschism passages 127 96.2 
Bible passages 126 95.5 
Praoysrs 86 65.2 
Hymns 55 41.7 
Graded sunday School 

~“henor Coursa& - 15 11.4 

Memory book for 5 
Tubheran occhools” 2 1.5 

Ro memory viork es) 268 

Forty~six of tha 135 schools indicated that they had 

Set aside a certain period which was Gevoted to handivorke 

fhe Leseth of these sessions ranged from ten minutes to” 

one hour. ‘hs veport Indicated that thirty-three of tho 

forty-six schools which used handiwork did not set asics 

a definite period for such activities. Whether this lack 

of 2 particular time means that it was a hit or miss ar- 

Fanzement or that it was: well integrated into the eatize 

Program eunnot be determined fvom the availeble statistics. 

Table seven indicates not only the types of handiwork 

that we listea on ¢he questionnaire but alao the number of 

Schools that indieated that particular type of handiwork as 

one that they employed. Also included 1s the percentage of 

ated eet ee 

2 Catechism pass25e8, A book coneiating of a course of Ca ; 
Bible. passages, seayera and hyana to be mamorizedes 
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the total number of schools that used these types of han- 

dLvwork« 

PARLE 7 

facidoncs of various types of han- 
Givork in tho surveyed achools 

iypes of Huiaber of Percanta, 
handiworic schools OL sahoeie 

Coloring 36 2607 
Cut-outs 30 - Been 
Puzzles ~§& 5.9 
HodeLling 5 507 
Scrapbooks 15 lll 

Ninetesn schools hsd two types of activity in thoir 

hangivork program, Altogether thirty-one schools had more. 

than one type of activity listed under activity, while fiz- 

teen schools indicated their use of only one sush activity. 

Sixteen schools reported that they used both coloring and 

cut-outs in their program. Saven schools reported using 

Coloring alons. ‘ths other combinations of types of nang 

work in use had more than four schools reporting theme 

Four schools sach ussé four activities, while seven schools 

indicated that their handiwork prograa cousisted of three 

different activitiss. 

he: application of the handivork as well as that. of the z 

msmory work to the catechism lesson ami ths Bibles study Gan— 

not ba determinsavfxon this survey. Another limitation ES 

the stugy was that the anount of material commit 

ory was not ascertainable from ths survoye 

8. 
The majority of tine in the schools was devoted fp th 

ted to mea—: 7 
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teaching of the catechism. ‘The average tive spent on the 

other curricular activities was less than half the tise 

spent on the teaching of the catechism. The cold fisuras 

gathered by ths survey did not zoveal the integration of 

the curricular activities into unit form or the coordina- 

tion of ons activity with several or all of the other ac- 

tivitics. before any accurate conclusions san be made as 

te the effectiveness of the curricular activities of the 

Satuzday schools, further investigation would have to bs 

made inte the matnods and effectiveness of teaching in the 

varlows schools. 

The survey seamed to indicate that one of the greatest 

needs of the Seturday school was a course of study. For 

such an outlines or mogram various commsnts have beea of- 

fered. “mong these coumantsa soveral have been included 3 

in this thesis as followa: 

« » » alaborats courses for any of these agencies aro 
cut of the guestion. <tt becomes necessary to confine — 
Cuxselves to ainimum essentials if we expect any thor 
oughness as far as Wa G06 YPER 

eo « © im View of all this + appears thet the Graded 

iieaory Coursa for Lutheran ‘ 
Institutions would constitutes a sur 
struction for Saturday school, gummex 
weskeday religious instruc tioze 

   
     

      

Par eccntome 

  

3 Ss | ‘[atheran Soturd 4a Go StelZhorn, lianual For Lutheran » eS 

Summex—dchools, and, jook-Day ‘Schoo LS: (Ube r i 
Publishing House, 1930), De 20. x 

4 
“LOGe Gite
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e « © &2 Gourse of study that would integrate and 

Gcordinats work of Saturday sohgol and Sunday 

school would be very desirable. 

aR SPOT a a AS CE ED ROD 

5a gomment taken from a questionnaire. 

ed



CHAPTER V 

PRACHING AIDS UTILIZED BY THI SCHOOLS 

"Phere is no dearth of lesson material for the Satur- 

@ay scheol."_ That that atasemant was trus if taken in a 

quantitative sense was borne out by the results of the 

BULVeyo All tozethsr more than twanty different texts and 

Workbooks were used in the schools. This figura did uot 

include those workbooks and programs that were worked out 

by the in€ividual inatrustors. 

fhe great majority of schools wed what might be ter- 

met standard texts. Among these would be included Luther's 

Small Getechian, the Bible, a hyanal, and a Bibls history 

text. ‘The actual incidence of these texts is showa in 

tabls cight. 

@he "Synodical Catechism™ was reported to be in use 

in 128 of the 1Z: surveyed schools. At the same time fift- 

teen achools reported that they used another catechetical © 

text sither as a chic! or 98 9 supplementary text. This 

  

4 i (st. Louis: 
O. Fe Hinrichs, The Saturday School {St- 

Board for Pesioh taaierieds Ths Gutheran Church--Hiseourd 
Synod), Be Oa 

eghis expression is used to denote the book entitled 

Sort ‘planation of br. Martin Luther™s Small Catachion, A 
4 Handbook of Christian Doctrine. 
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other text was in most cases Kurth's Catachstical fislps. 

The survey indicated that 108 of the 135 survayeé 

schools usec ths Bible in their sessionas Ho statistics 

were available to show how these schools used the Bible. 

Even when fitty-nins achools renczrted a period of Bible 

readin, it was not possible to determine how many of 

them used ths Bible as a textbook. 

Seventy-two achools reported using a Bible history 

text. since the make-up of the Seumay school literature 
is chistl; Bible Kistozy, the various series of Sunday 

achool lesacns used ty the echoole fell into this cats- 

gory also. Hence the total number of schools using 

Bible history texts was eighty-aeven. #o attempt was 
made to dstexmino Which Bible history text the various 
SChools suploysd. 

dighty-eight Saturday schools indicated that they 

used 2 hymnal in their program. ¥o attempt was made to” 
Gstermina the exact hymnals or song books that were used. 

The questionnaire left space for a check indicating that 

@ hymai wag.ussé in-.the Saturday school session. The uses 

to which these hymnale ware put were not determine froa 

the BUEVSY 

@eble sight indicates the number of schools that 

us typea of textbooks. Ver few 
used exch of ths vario 

Bible and Bible history 
texts other than the catechism, 

Wers reported. 

 


