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In the following presentation we shall attempt three 

things: 1) to outline an OGsirian few Year's ceremony from 

Dendersh folloved by an effort to linte this festival with 

Egypiien kKinushins 4) te present = Second millenium corona=- 

  

tion drome whieh lliustrates especially « combet motifs and S) 

to deseribe 2 nether new text, “The Myth of Horus at Edfu™ 

which elesrly penests the eombet thene. 

fhe wells of one of the two courts which form part of the 

temple at Denderch* eontein 2 long inscription of the “tolom= 
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gic Feried ccscribing the bes-reliefs which illustrate the 

mysteries end cersmontes thet vere perforned annually in that 

city in honer of Osiris.s Similar vituels were performed in 

SUNSET cer ee nN BA RO 

“kheiskh is che fourth “gyptian month, following éthyr. | 
abe places this feast in the ee ee eetaat pacha | 
Horalia: De iside et Usiride,"” The Loch Slessicsl Libranys, Vv, 

translated by *rank Gole Babbitt (Cembridger karvar versity 
Press, 1956), po 59. Gfe Jeues G. Frazer, “Adonis, Attia, Osir= — 
ist Studies in the History of Orieatal Heligion," Zhe Golden : 
Bough ¥I (London: Uaemillen and Coe, 1914), DP. 24-290, Who 
discusses the Lufiusacs of the ized slesendrien calendar (c. 
SO 8.C.) upon the shifi of the festivals from their proper re~ 
lationship with che seasons, supposes that Flutarch refers to 
= Same celebrations thet fell in ope ns ate eee ee: 
Senrd Frankfort, 900 Gites De SVl, Ne SIs GP, SUBLOSGS 
that Plutarch is aposkins oF a festivel peoulier to the Greeks 

4 

"in Feypt, upper elta region, rather then the Zgyptianss i : 4 4 e cee. io western bomk Of = ‘A town of Upper teyot situated on the western ban So ian hie 
the Ells gbout 40 miles north of ‘vheves. Denersh is the Greek — | 
fentyra, : ‘ ; pies 

      

    
5; ‘ an | esurrection ; ellis Budge, Osiris end the Seyptien Resurrect = 

(Londen: Philip darren, 1911), PPe 21-dl, Tor a Summary O° 
Pitual ond pp. 51-43, for 2 deseription of she bas-retie 
Gendersh illustrating the ritual. te Aris ae a
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ell the chist sunctuarLes of Osiris in Egypt commemorating 

every cvons which took place in the Life, death and reanrroce 

tion of Osi rise® Briefly, then, agcording to the benderch, 

the ceromony preceeded cs follows: : 

(1} @kout the twelfth of the month? o hollow effigy of 
8 Osiris vas filied with barley end sand,” wrapped in 

ywushes ond ieaid in « stone trough. 

SPN re ages ee ees os te 

“Che corenonies veried sqmewhel in the several cities where 
it wes snuusily performed. he pitual of Abydos, for exemple, 
aiffered fran that of Denersah. Gf. Hemmann Kees, “Aegyptorn," 
Kelicionsgaschiehbliches Lesebuch,1O herausgegeben yon 4ifraed 
bertholet (Yucbingen: Verlag von d.0.5, “ohn - Faul sisbeck, 
1928}, 28f. ‘lso Sudeo, one cite, ppe 512, for the second 
hsif of the stele of i-kher~hefért which chistly describes the 
principal scenes in the Osiris ritual serfermed annually eb 
‘’bydos, “nrichcd by the nimbus of Usizis, sbydos, originally 
on Obscure ity, by che ond of the Old Singdom{e. 2200 B.C.) 
became the Lollest spet in Ygypt. James Henry Breasted, Devel- 
Omens of Nelicion snd thought in smelant Eayot (New York: 

j Sons, Ge isl2j, Dp. Bod=270, and Mrsnkfort, — 

    

   

      
   

  

  Cherles oor Si OF 

Oe Cit.» pp. BOL-207, especially. = According to the legend 
Usiricn temples sould be found in fourteen Egyptian cities, the — 
cities to which ieis had sent fourteen parts of Osiris’ corpse 
which Horue had dismembered. Fluterch, ope Site, Vy 16. The 
Oalvian myth is frequently referred to In the Pyramid Texts 
(2406-2240 ot.) tus nowhere in Egyptian literature has the = 
complete myth besn fount, 4e05, OPe Olte, DDe 29-50, for the 
Gellected Egyptian sources, Gur best reconstructions are in 
Plutsreh, op. cit.;¥; 12-19 snd in ‘Modorus, Library of His- 

tory," ihe Loeb Classiee] Library, 1, transieted by GC. He Gld~ — 
fathor (hew York: G. °« Fubnom's Yona, 1935), pp. 1é-26. - Hote 
thet the Hes Shaure "shory of Aqhat* follows the same patterns 

Tyne month ef Kholsk, igth to the S0th - an lé-de7 tees 
mony. Supra, mo So ALSO Fraser, Ops Cites it, ee ae “2 

Sipids, ps 86, end pp. 97-107, whore rreser develops the 
notion that Gsiris is a com gode sie 
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{z) the effigy vas spriukied daily with water and on the 

th, the send sad grain were replaced by dry myrrhe 

(%) kath evening the Image was cxposed to the setting 

sun, 2 the vend? ef the eighth hour, it wes sent 

on a gevenounieal Voyrg@ secomesnled by 54 images of 

jivinitiscs in $4 tey-hoats illuminated by $65 condies. 

{4} fwo hours aftar sunset Gu the 24th, the effigy was 

vLaced in es seoden box and Leald in + chamber, the 

Upper ibyt. 26 the ninth hour of the night, the last 

your's affigy was removed from its sacnulchre ond 

Dinced upon aycamore twigse 

+a ae ; - . 10 
(2) Om the S9Gh, the raising of the Dd-columm™ took 

plese, symbolizing the zesumrection of the king 

  

“nds date voried soadwhat at different places, as did 

Sli the ather dates, Uergereb Murry, The Gsiroion at ébydos 

(Londons neo., 1935), De doe 

LUsvsuer, ape Glico, if, 1033 slao T, Hy Gestem, “iho 
Story of tahe." Studi e¢ Materials af Storie delte neligto 
KIL (1956), 245, IL by Cole by Lie oln=d¥, an translation: “Be- 

hold, let s {neored pijller (be set up) “Sn Lacet" - The 

colum roughly sesembled a telegraph post with cross pieces, 
ususily four om five, which support the wires. Sometines a 
grotesque face wes carved on the pillar and crowned ree aren 

bols of Osiris: somotiaes hsnde vero sdded which held & Ee. ee 

and fleil of the god. Feankfort, ope Gite, figures 40 : 
for illustrations of the Pd-colum. ee 
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 u its coffer was placed in 

the underzround sopulehre, from ahioh last your's 

OLfaiy Aa Been remeved six daya eerlier, 

o M
e
 ¢ & é a t ¢ é E & 

‘ 

& B a ' aa
 

*S
 a re
 st day of the first month of 

Piret or spring tine, a great festival was celebrated 

throughout the lamd; the festive! called thoiakh or 

eheb=ina (unhty of the kes}.2® is this festival 
whe king officisted in person. 

‘len ferdincr is of the oplnios that the above outlined 

Bholakh festival echoes } Lutory, on anslent event during which 

bGECG and unity were oreelaimed throughout the whole of Seypt 

on the acces-ion of a new king, a new Horus. This new king 

Was most probably Nenest™ 12 byncety, Cae S500 5.0.) whose 

“flan %. “ard 

3 
a 

    ; *elat nen, ‘The léture sha Bevelopaont of the 
“Gyptian Uleroglyphic woiting,’ Journsl of Egyptien Archaeol= — 
O¥¥, Ii (1915), les: "Mis dey vus clearly end incontestavly 
the dey of che resurrection of wsiries bub ~-and this ia the 
point nerticnierly te be emphesized ~ the resurrection of Qsir= 
is oc this dsy was net shat of a young end vigorous god of ve, 
Station, but thet of « desd xing recelled in the tomb to a 8¢ 
Blonce of his foruer life," kote; however, thet chore is scan’ 
evidence of on cctucl resurrection in she Denderak tex a 
that 16 is cnly inplied, Strangely enovgk, according & ; 
QB cite, mp. 202, we have only implied evidence of Zerduk' 
Pesurrection in the :kitu festival. : gp eee 

1Z.16n Gardiner, “eltsebrift fuer segyptisebe 
SLIIT (1907), pp. iBS¥ff, a8 cited in Frankfort, o 
Hs 5, for sn examinotion of the celendrical difric 
ved hers, ea 
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te 7 pooondizg bo He He le Hell, “Payne and § 
oR G Tonbridge Jnolent his » I (seco York: che wseniiien SSoe ASBST, DEO» Hen ia to be 

fied with vermcr or is a composite king, "Ace of Zara
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capitel at cuphic symbolised 2 united egypt. Gerdiner points 

te the welis of the temple of Gsiris at Redinet Habu where 

  

the festival of Khoickh 1s named as the theoreties1 date of 

the accession of Yemses LIT (1198-1167 5.C.}) though his ectual 

dey of necessicn 1s elsewhere differently dated, "°Thia cen 

only be, Inileates Mp, Gardiner, “because the fedtival of 

Enolekh was considered the right end proper cecasion for any 

rharech to ascend the thpone,"4 

But why should the Festival of Zholakh be considered 

susplelcus for the coronation of the new king? When we recall 

how the Egyptions soneidered society under the Phavson*® 23 

intimatcly releted ta the universe controlled by gods ond 

godiings, then wo com underatand how the death of the ing 

16 
would essuye the character of a terrible erlsis. death was 

  

Lécardiner, ope Olibes De lite eo He Feet supports Gardi- 
ner in yiewine Goirle ef en historical cherecter. Sembridge 

Anclent History, I, 535, ~ For the Khoiekh Festival ao causpl~ 
cious for coranation, Fraser, Ode Cite, ‘Is 18fe, and 159ff. 

Suecession to the theone involved tuo stages - accession and 
coronation, ‘he coronation sealed the trensfer of power to 

the new kinc, The accession begen the next day at Sunrise nf- 
ter the death of the king; the coronation had to wit for ane. 5 

Cisive new beginniss in nature's cycle, ususlly on any lew Year's 

Deye wensinck, op. cit, po. 1838fe> - | 

1the word *; a walocution. It comes frou pharaoh” is a sire e pi a 
Bermac, “the Great vouses" and is compereble to cur moderns 

  
   

    
      

The white couse today annownceds e « e” wilson, Zhe Inbell~ 
Sctual adventure of snolent Satip Pe Te 

lérpig » G4fe, and 71-86, ~1so rranikfort, 
Pe 101, and 4. /.Seinright, Zhe sky Religion 12 eyes L619 

tas end sffects (Cambridge: st the university 2 
9 ds De S36. igh Ey
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| the temporsry triumph of the powers of evil: soth had slought- 

E ered Gsiris, ‘ow the ecronation of the new king takes on an 

: all-important chorsctere It is obvious thet so significant 

en event could not teke pleee just any time. sinee the inme- 

Getion of the sile-? initiated a neriod of renewed life and 

prosperity, no more suspicious point in the egyptian Calender 

then the Festival of sholekh could have been selected. ith 

the return of earth to life came the return of 1ife to the 

throne and pesce te the land. “ingship, not beins a merely 

political institetion, had to conform to the cosmic cvsnts no 

less than tc the vielssitudes of the comaunity.*° 

Followlng ‘ardiner, we have considered the festivals in 

the lebter helf of the fourth month and ending on the first 

dey of the £ifth as » dvams of kingship mythologized in the 

legendery history of Osiris snd Horus.?” From this we may pro- 

ceed to identify sll these nerformances reproduced in dramatic 

form with the diacsppesnrence of veg tetion, due to the inunde= 

tion ana renevsl of growth following the subsidence of the 

waters, setuslly, it is net the resurrection of Osiris that 

comer tee: = ee 

iucrodotus, “History. sook Il," fhe Loob Glaasiont 2. ss; . 

- = 

. 82840, for the theories of the enclents conc 
phenomenon, 

lrrenkfort, Ope Gites Pe lite 

WWeerdiner, ope hte, De 122; and nleckmanNs ugth ane 
Mal, Pe 24. '   
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brary i, transisted by se be Godley (Hew Serke we ores ae a 
Sons, 1951), pe 143 and especicily “odorus, ooo cening tite ‘elie 
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makes the henpy Gifferencce Hsather, it is the accession end 

person ef Horus, hie son end heir, who inevitably nlays the 

role Gf the living elinge 24 ; 

Our source msberial for this Coronation Srame is s Large 

role of papyrus {2,16 by 5.25 meters), the so-called taneseun 

Papyrus, whieh wes the estusl seript- ofa vltuel performed at 

the acceaslon of swenursct £ (2152-2147 5.C.). Thonuch in 4ts   present fora this specimen dates from about 2000 5.06, it is 

probably bub one specimen of a performence repeated at the 

a : na 
accession of eoch Irkuge™* 
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2Ucevdiner, Loce Git. Wilson, Zhe Intelleesuel Adventure 
of fnsient Men, ap. 742. Beccuse it conforms to tha rituel 
pstoern of all Usirlen festiv.is mow, we shell tske note of 
the Sed-festiv.1 in passinge Secause the sed-fostival is vight- 

ly © jubilee, ccleteated every thirty yearg, lees, normally 
eclebrrted for the firat time thirty years efter the king's 
neecssion, snd.not an cumaal event, we ahall not cive 1b elabe 
Crate brestment, ; 

The intention of the feativel seems to heve been to prow 
cure for the King a nes lenss on life, a ronovabion of his di- 
vine energies, tho pie: consisted in identif ing the king with 
Osiris (contre Frankfort, ope Gites De 79)3 just as Csiris hed 

4   

ied and sfaen seein from the dead, so the king might be thought 
te ‘Ale and to live sgein with the god oe ms eae ee For 
he ich the sercmony mount a death end rebirthe, Re ees 

ia Dic tuxes of the Sed-festivel we see the king posing as =~ 
the desd Usiria, He aite in s shrine like a god, holding in 
his hands the crool ond fleil of Usirise se is wrepped in bub 
tight bendsges Like the sumeified Osiris. There is pees 
hin nome to orove thet he ic not csiris binselie this a acer i 
ment of the king in the attitude of the desd god sccmS 6O Meee 
been the principal event of the festivals ¢f.s Frez0rs QPe Sites — 
Il, pp. 151-187, and irsnicfort, OP— GLbss Ppe 9-858 

ee ee 
@lypankfort, Ope Glies Pe 12601595 for an exes: 

veatig-tion of tnis ritual. Also Blackman, eh = 
DBe 2G=S2, for a suilery's a Ae a) ee 

  
     

 


