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In the folilowlng prosentatlion we shall ntiompt three
things: 1) to outline an Osirlan Few Yesr'a coremony from
Dendersh followed Ly an effort %o link this festival with
Egyptisn kKingshing 2) 4o present = Jecond millenium coronge-
tion droms whielh 1llusirates especizlly = combut motif; and 3)
to degeribe ¢ meibher new text, “The Myth of Horus st Edfu”
which elecrly repests fhe combhet theme.

(1) The ihoiskh Festivel”

"o oveae

The wallis of one of the two courks which form part of the
bomple ot Dendeveh® eontein 2 long inscription of the “tolome
gie Pericd describing the bsa-pelicfsz which 1llustrate the
mysterice =nd gevsmorles that wepe performed annually in that

eibty in honer of Usirds.s Similar »1tuels wede performed in

Shoiskh 13 she fourth Tgyptisn month, following ithyr.
Pluboreh plases this feast inm the month of .::t‘n;r.-l ;’igtarch.v
‘Horalia: e Iside et Usiride,” The Loeb Classical Librawmy, V,
trenslatod by -rank Cole Babbish (Cemdbridge: harvar versity
Press, 193C); po 39, ©Ffe. Jemes G. Frazer, “idonis, ittla, Ooire
is: Studies in che Nistory of Urieatal :eligion,” ihe Golden

Bough ¥I {London: Hssmillan and GOe, 1914), PR« 24=i89.,

dizcusses tho L.fius.cs of tine fixzed :lessndrisn calendar (c.
S0 H.C.) upon the shift of the festivsls from thelr praver re-
letionship with ohe Scesons, supposss that Flutarch refers %o
::he Same celebrasbtions thet fell in -ml.é'nlfh in earl:te: tiﬂ::;
Henrl Freuifort, one 0lbe, De 591, ne 39, hOwWCVEr, SugA0563
that Pluberch ip spesiing of s fostivsl peculisr bo the Greeks

" in Fgypt, upper Leolta region, rather thsn the Sgyptl

& ‘ o AR S ek tern bank of

A Sown of Upper Egyob aitusted ou the wes ‘
the ®ils goout Ampmﬁa:s nopth of theves, Denerch is the Greek
Tentyre, :

& ‘ ' B esurrection II
Wellin Budge, Osiris snd the --aﬂ:z‘%ﬁ:i_ﬂn Resurrectiof
{London: philip Farren, 1911), PPe 24-0l, TOr a _smaﬁeg: :‘t“
ritual pnd pp. 51-43, for o deseription of the bas-re

erah iliustrating the ritual. :
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all the chisl aunctuerdoes of (alrds in Hgypt commemorating
evory ovond ubich Look place in the 1ife, death and resurroge
vlon of Lsi r-:i.;.gﬁ .'f':-'_-f:’-.ui‘l;-,-', then, sgecopding o the Lendersh,
the cercmony vreccedsd g follows: :

{1i 2bout ths twelfth of the month! & hollow eifigy of

e

Gsiris was filled with barley end sand,” wrapped in

rushes snd l2id in = stone Grough.

YIhe gorencuies veried sguewhab in the seversl ciliiss where
1t wes snuusil; porformed, Fhe ritual of Abydos, for exsmple,
differed from vhabt of Denersh, ©Ufe Hormann Kees, "segyptor,”
Keligionoges ) iehies Lesebueh, 10 hersusgeszbon von £1Cred
poriholet {4ue n: verlag Won de.Ca0. mohn - Foul sicbeglk,
1928), 28f. lso Budreo, oOpne_olbs, PDe 6-12;, for the sscond
helf ©of the shele of i-khsp-neiert which chietly describes the
principal scenes in the Oziris ritusl serformed ennually b
ibydose Tnriched by the plmbus of uslzls, nbydos, origlnally
en obasure city, by che ond of the 0ld Zingdom{e, 2200 B.C.)
bocame Lhe Lollest spet in "gynb. Jumss Honry Breastod, Devel-
opment of Teliclon snd housht in snelsnt Exypt (New Yorky ,
Charicy soviimer's S0nS,; Cs 10L2)s Dbe B09=270; and Frankfort,
OBa Cita, Dp. 201-207, cspocislly. ~ According to the legend
Uelrisn Semples sould be vound in fourtecn Egyptisn citlos, the
cities to which isis had sont fourteen perts of Osiris! corpse
which lorus hed dismembercd, Fluterch,; Ope Site; Vs 18. The
Oalvian myth iz Cregquently referrsd to in the Pyronid Texts
(2400=224G £.0.) bub noshere iun Egyptien literature has the
complete mybh bessn founds %05, ODe Oites DD 23-30, for the
collected Igypiinn sourses. Gur Dest reconstructlons ara in
Plubsroh, on. oibesV; 19-19 snd in ifodorus, "Library of His-
SOy, " ihe Loeb Closuisel Libparr, I, transicted by C. H. Gld-
fathar (low Topk: L. s Pubnomis Sond, 1933), pp. 1é-26. - Hote
thet the iss Shomps "Sbtory of AQhat® follows the samo patbern

?. S 2. = =, e i = - - la.dﬂ’ o=
1he month o rhedslk, 12th to the 50th - an )
Mony. 3un a,.uu. Se .‘-_150’1‘!3&2&1‘, Bpe eltay ix, 36, Ne 2o

31blde, p. 86, end ppe 97-107, where freger develops the
notion that Usirlis is o corn gode :
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{z) The elfigy was spriulcied daily with weter and on the
20khy Uhe sond sod geein were replaced by dry myrrh.

{3) kcch evening the image wuas cxposed Lo the sotting
sun., §On the EIE T A st bhe eighth hour, it wes sent
izl voysge seaonuanied by 54 imagos of

on 4 oceremnv

Jivinltliss in &4 toy-bosbs illuminated by 365 condles,

} two hours aftaer sunsob bn the 24th; the offigy was

.._
P

n Doz ond laid in o chamber; the

o - » .. u g
LAC8G 10 2 Wl

N

ade

'

Upper 4Lyt. 2L the ninth nour of the night, the last

gur's 2f0igy was »pomoved from ivs sonulehpe nd
piaced upon aycsmore twigse

{=) On the 58Gh, the ralsing of the sd~colusm™ took

raollzing the rasm-reéklon of the king

YIhis dabe voried somsunab ab differant places, as did
81l the other dntes, lurgeveb Furry, e Osircion gt ibydos
{Londons Neo., 1U85),; De Obe

L0:psuer, ope oibes il, 1033 slio T, He Uester, “ihe
Story of fgheob,? Studl e Mateniali 41 Stoplo delle fellglo

AIL (1986}, 146, Li U, Cole By 1le O1-09, In translotion: TBe-

hold, let = f{sgcored pijllar (bo set up) "'lin'-'fgce!'“ - The Dd-
column roughly wescmbled a telegraph post wilh cross pleced,
usuelly fouw op Pive, whieh suonopt the wives, Sometimes a
grotesque fsce wes carved on the pillsr and growned with Siﬂ'ok
bels of O8lris: somobimes homdda wers =dded which hold bg;icg
end Tlsil of the gode Fpankiort, Op. Sib., figures 40

for illustvaticns of ths Dd-column, pLpdors

PR T T T

|
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bsirise’” The elfigy iu 16s coffer was placed In

tac unaergrouwnd sepulchre, from ahioh last your!'s

(0] Ui Shie nend duy, the fipst day of ths first month of

vai was eelebrated
throughout the land; the festivel ezlled Fholakh or
ehob=Xan (unlsty of the _‘._.'..:.;;:_-;'.12 % this fostivsal
vhe king olflcicbod in person,
‘lon Gerdiucr is of She oplnion that the sbove cublined
tholakh feslivel echwes nistory, gn anclent event during which
BOECC snd unlly were proelaimed bhroughout she whole of Tgypt

on the acces-ion of a new king, a new Sorus. This new king
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¥as most probably lenesl® (1 Lynnaly, ces. 5000 B.0,.) whoase

iian « Tardiner; “fhe fdture snd Development of the
~gyptian Licroglyphic wriling,' Journsl of Zayptisn Archeool-
Ofy, II {1015;, 12%: “Tais dey wes clearly and inCONGOSGR

5y GL thie posuppecsion of wsirisy bub - end this 13 the
point norticclesly Lo be empnseized - the vposurrscilor of Osip-
is ou this dsy was not shab of @ young end vigorous god of veg-
“raliom, but thot of & desd uing recelled in the tomb 56 o sem-
blance of nis fopmer 1ifo," hotey however, thet thore is scanty
evidence of o cecbusl resurrection in the Denderah text snd
that it is only iwclied, otrangely enongk, according to fallis,
80e £ibs, e 202, wo bheve oriy implied evidence of Zevduk's
resurroction 1z the -keitu festivel.

18, 2 v
slen Gardiner, “Zeitschrift fuer segyptische Spreche,”
XLIIT (1007), pp. 1570f, ss cited iv Frenkfort, g0 slb, v 267,
oass for en examineticn of the colendrical diff culties invol-

1808

13, coording to R, 7. 0. 3311, *ggypt and ﬁabylonla %o 18580
BaSe,™ fhe Conbpidge  nolent Hlstory, I (Second edition. ew
Yorit: Thie lpomi1lon ooy 10837 H60Fs, Yenes 1a to bo identi-

1ed with Yermow or iz n composite king, "ize of Marmerl
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cepitel ot licmphic symboliszed o united rgypte CGerdiner points
tc the wells ol the Gomple of Cairis at Bedinet Hobu where

the festivel of Hhoickh le named a3 the theoroSicol dote of
the scoession of Wemsecs 13T (11921167 5.0.) though his getual
dey of sccession 1 clacghere differontly deted, “This cen
only bo, ILndisstes !Mp, Gardinep, "bacguse the fedtival of
Enolekl: wao considerad Che pight and propeor occasion for any
rhoreoh Bo ascend Ghe thronoevs

Bub why should the Featlval of Tholgkh be considered

auspiclicus for the coronsbion of the new kingy When we reccll
how the bgypbtious sconsidored soclety under ths ?hm'soh:'a 3
intimelely releted to the universe controlled by sods. end
godiings, then we con understand how the decth of the lking

- 6
would esawse the chapaster of o terrible erlsis, Coath wa3

earainer, Spe 8ibes Pe life %o Fo Peet supports Gardi-
ner in viewing Goirle o8 on ?vistoricaligggrach:;‘.alﬂm;bﬂs e
Anclent Fistory, I, 5G8, - For the Khoiekh Festival as suspi-
cicus fop eor:?’r'?z’zatii’;-n, Frager, Obe Citey 11, 18Te, and 159fL,
Suegession o the thpone involved Gwo stages - sccesaion and
goronation, ‘he coronation Sesled the trensfer of power to
the new kinc, The scseasion begen the next day ab sunrise pf-
ter the desth of the king; the coronatlon had to Wit rqr f de-'
oisive new beglnning in nsbure's cjole, ususlly on suy lew ¥ear's
Day. wensinecl, Qpe ©if, pp. 1835,

187he wora g unlosution. It comes from
phareol” is a cirvounloc o
Bore-g:, “the Great 1ousey” and is compersble o our mogm: v
The whife ponse todey snnounceds o o o WAl30M, The Intell
Scbual sdvenbure of snolent Bakp Pe TSe

1811ag . B4f., snd T1-86, ~1so rrenkfort, 9P lte,
Pa 101, and,i.‘i.g?.ﬁa;nright, dho sky-Religion in = 'E%LL'S
f-‘l%m&:ax end sffogbts (Cambridge: st the University Fress,
938}5 De 86, .
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the temporsry triuwmph of the powers of evil: Soth hsd slsught-
ered Usirls. tow the coromation of the new king takes on on
gll-importont chorscliere IU 1s obvlious thet so aignifieant
gn evend eould not Lalke plcec juat sny time., osinee the inune
detion of the #ilel? initintod a period of rencwed 11fe and -
prosperity, ne more suspiclioua noint in ahe_' ¥gyptian Cslender
then the Yesbival of rholskh could heve been selected, Pith

the roturn of earth to 1ife como the return of 1ife to Ghe

e

throne snd pesce Lo bhe land. "Ringship, not being a merely

politiceal inscitution, had to conform Go the cosmic svenis no
less than (o Ghe vicissibudes of the cmr:unii;g."m

Following srdiner, we have considered the festivels in
the lebler hrli of the fourth month and ending on the firat
dey of the f£ifth ab e drsme of kingship mythologlzed in the
legendery history of Usiris and Eoz'us.m From thls wo may pro-
osed o idantily s11 these nerformences reproduced in drametlc
form with the discppesrsnce of veg tetlon, due €O the inunda-
tion znd renewsl of growth following the subsidence of &the

waters., ;otuslly, it is nobt the resurrection of Osiris thet

l?_ﬁemégtus ‘!Hiﬁﬁﬂr £ sook Ix’ll 5.21..; Loﬁb 016881691 H.—
bllapy 1' tltﬂnalsj';ed hy ,.'sj.;. "}leey (Hew "z'Dl'E: (: Pe PIIIH 's
dons, 1981}, p. 143 and espenially Jiodorus, Ope ﬁ'ﬂ this

. BE=d0, for the bheorlea of the anclents concerning
phenomenon,

laprﬁlﬁfart’ B3e Glles Do 10ie

lﬂsardina;-, ORo £ltes e 1223 and slockmenn, liyth and Rit-
_ua_l. p‘ 24.
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malktea the henny dilffTorencs. isthery i1t is the gocession end
porson of Horus, hia sor end Beir, who inevitably plays the
role of the 1iving Z-:;L;:g.":‘ -
Our source maLeriasl for this Coronation “wrame 18 = large
role of papyrus {Z.18 By 0,285 metors), tho so=-celled Semeseun
Pepyrus; which wes itho potusl acript ofa rituzl porformed et
the seceasion of conurset I {8198-2147 B.C.). Though in its
present {ora thiz specimen dates from cbout 2000 B,0s, it 1s
probebly bub one specimen ¢f g performznce repeatcd at the

agceosslon of apch Lkiage™

“05cpainer, logce gib. Hilson, The Intellecsnal fdvenburg
of :ueient llon, np. 74., BSeccuse it conforms Uo thae ritusl
psbsern or ail vsirlen £236iv.is kmown, we shell toko note of
the Sed-festiv.l in pessing. Seccaude tho sed-lestival 1s right-
1i ¢ jubilee, cclebroted every thirty yosrs, 1.0, normally
eclehrebod for she Cipat bime thirby years ofter the kingls
peeession, ovd mob an cwmal evend, we shall not sive it elabe
Cerrte Lpe: tmoent,

The intanilon of the festivel seems So hove been to nro-
cure for Lihe king o nes ierss on 1ife, a poncvabion of hls di-
vine enerples. Ihc pike: conalsted in identil ing the king with
Gsirls {(gonbrs Ivanifort, the Oilie, De 79); just @3 Csirls hod

et e

dled end Disen cgein Prom Ghe desd, so the king might be thought

to 'dle cnd Go Live sgein with: the god whon he Lmpersoncteds For

hie king, the ceremony meunt a death end reblrth.

it picbures of bhe Sed-festlvel we gsee the king posing as
the desd usimis, Mo 2ibs in o sheine llko o god, holding in
his hunds the crock =nd £leil of Usiris, se 1s wrepped 1n
tight brndeges 1ike bhe suesiricd Osirls, There is notldng bub

hin neme %o nwove th.t he 1. nos csiris Mimselfy This enthrone-

ment of the king in the stititude of the desd god sccms to hz::_ --
—.’

been the prineipul cvent of the fostivele fe Frozor, ORe
11, pp. 151-157, and ‘penkforb; 0D Gilss PPe 9=B9s
, & 1u-
2lppaniciort, One Clies PPe 126=139; for an 9"“11;',“
vestig:tion of ehiE ritonl. Alao Blacimerm, Eyth and ritusl,
PPe 80=32, for a sumicTye




