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offenses as idolatry, witchoraft, blasphemy, marriage within the
Levitical degrees, sabbath breaking, and cursing or smiting one's
parcnts.% But very seldom were these penalties inflicted, Perhaps

it was the hope of the court that this would prevent Quakers from re-
turning to the colony, and it would never be necessary to resort to

the death penalty. They were mistaken, William Robinson, Marmaduke
Stevenson, and Mary Dyer deliberately returned to Boaton after having
been banished, knowing well the consequences, They came, as they
stated, "to bear testimony against the persecuting upirit.'w Sen-
tence was pronounced on October 18, 1659, and the execution took place
a few days later. On the petition of her son, Mary Dyer had been Te-
prieved, and was once more banished; but with & fiendish ingenuity of
cruelty she wae not to know of it, and was to be led to the gellows
with a rope about her neck and to wait while the iwo men were being
hung.”8 After the others had dled, her hands and legs were bound, her
face covered, and the rope adjusted about her neck. At that moment her
reprieve was announced to her. She refused to accept her life, but was
foreibly teken to Rhode Island by her family. The following spring,
however, she returned and told the General court that she was to bear

witness against the unjust law. On June 1, 1660, she paid the pennlty.

The next March, 1661, the fourth Quaker maptyr suffered death upon

the gallows when William Leddra was hanged. He had

already suffered

76+ Fiske, ops cit., Ps 187.
TTs 3'00t, OPs gito, Pe 147,
78, Adams, op, citss Ps 272e
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imprisonment and the winter before had been chained to & log in an un-
heated prison. Some of the charges brought sgainst him weres Sympathy
for those who had been executed, refusal to remove his hat, and per-
sistence in the use of "thee" and "thou®; or in other words, his crime,
as in the case of all the others, was that of being a Quaker.2® Such
was the Preligious freedom® of the Puritans,

There have often been attempts to justify the action of these
Puritans on the ground that such persecutions were poiit.ical, not re-
11310113.81 We must consider this possibility briefly. First, we
must admit that there were political implications in the persecutions.
Williems' protest againat acoepting the land under the king's patent,
could easily be considered an attack upon the king's suprenaoy.sz And
in the church-state community even the actions of Mrs. Hutchinson might
be considered as antagonistic to the government as well as the church,
The agtions of the Quakers would in many cases be punished even today
in eny police court, Furthermore, it is apparent that in the persecu-
tion the courts desired to make the religious element involved in them
seem of slight importance and placed the emphasis upon their civil end

political importance.5’ Religion, however, was the real issue.
In discussing the problem related to Williams, Burrage states:

Now to say that he (Williams) was tyiclent," "tumultuous,”
*turbulent,® in the expression of his views, and that we

B0. Sweet, op. cit 147
81: See Prof. J‘eu;’igl:mon, Persecutions in Early New England®

in Bibliotheca Sacra, Vol. 83,pp. 434 ffs
82." Fiake, op. cits) pr L5
83. Bweet, op. ¢itsy pe s




are to find in this the cause of his banishment, is to over-
look the plain facte of the case in so far as they have come
down to us in the reports we have concerning the proceedings
connected with the banishment. -

Certainly nothing is more svident than that the charges
ageinst Mr. Williams had to do with opinionms, not with Mr.
Williems' expression of those opinions,84
Emst also po.{nts out that when Williams was permitted to remain in
8alem until spring, it was with the "injunction,...not to go about to

draw others to his opinions." "This last caution,® Ernst states,
"shows clearly that the sentence was not for any criilo, but for his
opinions, a public venting of them and drawing others to his pecu-
liar views. n85

Any political motive at all is difficult to find in the case of
Mrs, Hutchinson. Cobb declares, "There was mo danger to the state in
the views of Mrs. Huchinaon."% This was clearly a religious perse-

cution,

When we ocome to the Quaker persecutions, however, we can easily

see that they were disturbers of the peace. It is true that their

*behavior would have arcused interferencs in any ge."®7 Note, how-

ever, that such behavior was a result, not the cause, of their perse-

oution. As has already been pointed out, the authorities of Massa-

chusetts began the persecution immediately, before the newcomers had

& chance to behave themselves well or 111, Adams significantly polnis

84+ Heary S. Burrage, "Way Was Roger Williems Banished?" in The
Anericen Journal of Theology, Vol. Vs pe 1.

85. Emst, op. eit., p. 135

86. Cobb, op. cit., pe 194s

87. Johnson, gps citey Pe 437
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Ol;t'th&t wherever the Quakers were not persecuted, they gave no
_trouble.88 Their subsequent behavior was in protest to such perse-
cution, "These acte were not done until after persecution had goaded
the $ufferers into what seems to this century to be & most unseemly
'uhibition."sg For example, it is reported that one of the Quaker
women stripped herself naked and walked through the aisles of a crowded
. meeting~house, and another through the town of 8310!.90 Such inde-
einey certainly would be apprehended today also, but there was a
reagon why the women should act so, They were protesting againat ac-
tion which in our times would also receive rebuke., GSewel reporis

the reception of the first Quaker women to Boston in these words:

"They were stripped naked, under pretense to know whether they were
witches, though in searching, no token was found upon them but innocencej
and in this search they were so barbarcusly misused thet modesty for-
bids to mention 1t."9% One of the laws read that the women should be
®stripped nsked from the middle up, tied to a cart's tail, snd whipped
through the town and from thence to the next town until they were con-
veyed out of our Jur:l.ad.i«':'t;:i.ox:z."92 It was against such legislation and
treatment thet the Guakers acted, We are inclined to sympathise with

them, We cennot absolve the Puritans for their persecutlons. Through-
never

out the history of the Puritan control we see only intolerance,
ple of

eny indication of a spirit which fostered the American princi

88, Adams, op, cite; ps 277+
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religious freedom.

With these examples we must bring our account of the Puritans in
Massachusetis to a close, This does not mean that there are not many
other cases which might just as well have been quoted, There are many
: such, In the community of the Maasachusetts colony there was a the-
ooracy the like of which has perhaps never existed in another Christian
nation, other than Geneva. This wag a deliberate development by the
Puritans, Unlike the establishment of the Church of England in Vir-
ginia, this establishment was not the result of the wishes of a higher
power and forced upon the people. The Massachusetts church-state was
oud of response to the wishes of the people, Once the Puritans had
achieved this theocracy, they wers mever willing to give it up., Onmly
when forced by the pressure of other groups did they yleld in any way.

Massachusetts gives us a very graphic picture of the intensity of
the struggle for religious liberty. Therefore, this paper will stress
the struggle in that colomy. Let us now, however, lock briefly at the
other New England colonies and see that in each of these, with one ex-
ception, the same obstacle to obtaining religious freedom is at work.

0, Connegticut
with the exception of the

The early settlers in Comnecticut,

founders of New Haven, came as & protest against the ecclesiastical

Already in 1633 the Plymouth colonists

excesses of Massachusetts.
fertile valley of the Connecti-

h"“’ established a trading post in the

first permanent settle-

cut River, Not until 1635, however, were the
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ments founded, one by the younger Winthrop at Ssybrook, others under
the leadership and influence of Thomas Hooker at Hartford, Withers-
fleld and Windsor.?? Hooker was motivated by high ideals of demoeracy
and toleration. He opposed the theocratiec philosophy of Massachusetts
and never assented to the rule which made membership in the ochurch a
condition of citizenship. Theologlcally, alsc, he was not in full
agreement with the Massachusetts clergy. He referred to John Cotton
ag "the unmitred pope® of Booton.?* The first session of the General
Court of Connecticut was held on May 31, 1638, and Hooker preached a
sermon maintaining the sovereignty of the poeple.95 In January of
.the next year all the freemen of the three towns assembled at Hart-
ford and adopted the first written constitution known to history,
creating a government.% In spite of Hooker's advanced views, the
time was still not ripe for a separation of church and state. The
constitution stated it was the duty of the oivil government %o
"mayntayn the liberty and purity of the gospel of our Lord Jesus, as
elso the discipline of the churches.” More formally and at length,
the first General Court declared; YForssmich as the peace and pros-
perity of the Churches and the members thereof, a8 well as Civil

Tights and liberties, are carefully to be paintained; it is ordered
by this court snd decreed, that the Civil Authority here established

New England® in
93, Paul Eresmus Lauer, "Church end State in
Johns Hoplkin Ho 8 University Sigdies in Higtorical and Political Science,
Vol, X, II-IIT, p. 29.

9‘.' B“Qt, 02: gt.. p. 96.

95. Fiske, op. oit., P. 127.
96. cobb,’ggg cigq..po 242,




28

hath power and liberty to see that the peace, ordinences, and rules of
Christ be observed in every Church according to His Word."?’ |
About the same time snother settlement at New Haven was being
founded and was orgenized in April, 1638, under the "Plantation Cove~
nant.® Before orgenising their government in 1639, the leader, Hr,
Davenport, preached a sermon from the text "Eisdom hath duilded her
house, she hath hewn out seven pillars.” "Thareupon, seven officers,
rgproacntlng the seven pillars of wisdom, were chosen, cnd it was rFe-
solved "that the Word of God should be the only rule to be attended
unto in ordering the affairs of the government. n98 Church end state
vere to be identical. These "pillars of the church,® or magistrates,
eerved as judges, and trisl by jury was dispensed with because no
authority could be found for it in t;ha laws of 8080..99 The ¥osaloc
code was the foundation of all law, and amy crime punishable by death
under the old Hebrew law was made capital in Hew Bann.mo The the-
ocracy of New Haven existed side by side with the more tolerant de-
mocracy of Connectiout. Uech was independent of the other until 1662
when they were united by a royal charter.’’> With the union with Con-
necticut, all the peculierities of New Haven ceaged. Its theocracy

fell, and the laws and authority of Connecticut took the place of its

oen. Some, including Davenport, refused to gubnit to the union and

ple easily

withdrew from the colony, but most of the Kew Haven peo

97. Ibid., p. 243.

980 Lﬂuﬂl‘, ODe ﬁitl )y PP LHD
99- ri'kﬁ’ 2Ds 01&.. Pe 136.
100. Cobb, op, eit., ps 284
101' I:al‘le!‘, 220 c’.t.' Pe “‘




reconciled themselves to being engulfed by the larger colony.
Although, as we have already shown, the constitution of Connec-
ticut gave the state certain ecclesiastical powers, the storyof this
golonial establishment is more like & benevolent and fatherly care
and watchfulness over the interests of the éhurch. The c¢ivil power
was seldom used for oppression, but rather for supporting the church.
The ghurch was a public charge; its building was erected at public ex-
penee; its ministers were called by a town-mesting, and the regular

support raised by publiec tax,*%% Between 1644 and 1657 the establish-

ment of the Congregational churches was confirmed by ].eg:ls].a.ti.an,:"o3

and in 1669 the Congregational Church was formally approved.m‘ From
the beginning attendance at public worship was compulsory. Acts to

this effect were passed throughout the history of the colony, as late

as 1770,%0%

The first laws of discrimination were directed against the Quakers.

The Connecticut authorities never went so fir as to hang Quakers, but

there was considerable legislative furor and popular sgitation against
the heresy in 1656 and 1657.106 In New Haven the pemalties inflicted

ineluded boring with a hot iron through the tongues of Quakers who had
107
offended four times by communicating with citisens,

" There are, however, few records of persecution of dissenters in

102, 8ee Cobl Ltey PPe 246+52: .
3_-03: Pazlb;azzn;%;&a: Tne Achievement of Religious Libe in
le%ﬁig_e_u:g, T O .
4¢ Lauer, ops cits., Pe 40+
105, Gobb, ops 6ik., pps 255 ffs
106, Coons, op. cite, P 6.
167‘ Ibidn’ pd‘ 9.
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Connecticutj perhaps because there were few dissenters, Perhaps the
greatest shock to the calm toleration of Comnecticut came in the great
Awakening. This phenomenon in the religious life of New England will
be treated more fully in a following chapter, but here we must note
the action of Connecticut against the revivalists. In 1742 "an Act for
regulating Abuses" was passed to suppress the mounting disorders. No
support was to be given a minister who intruded into the parish of
another., If an unordained person preached in the parish of a settled
clergyman, he was to be fined onel hundred pounds, Any outsider guilty
of offense was to be expelled from the cmlon]r.:l“'.“8 The result was the
disposition of several Connecticut ministers, while the Separatists,
as the revivalists who withdrew from the regular churches and formed
themselves into separate congregations were called, were in some in-
stances pergecuted and some of them :Lm.pri.lioned.:"09
Thus, even in the century of the Revolution, Conmecticut, which had
begun 8o liberally, wes not ready to throw off the eloak of state-
churchism. Nevertheless, among the establishments of the colonies,
that of Connecticut was by far the best, and this colony was fertile
ground for the agitation for religious liberty to grow puatiricgs i eish
fruit.

D, New Hampshire, Vermont and Haine

can be told

The story of the establishment in these three colonies

108. Ibid.. pc 15.
1090 S'eet, OP. gite; P 291,

e



very briefly. Of the four towns which were to make up the colomy of
New Hampshire, two had been founded by Antinomians driven from Boston,
and two by Epiaeopaliana.no And yet, even with such & background,
when the towns organized in 1639, they could not rejest the idea of an
established church. A system of tithes, assessed and collected under
the civil law, was oatahliuhod.m When in 1641 the smeller colony of
New Hampshire was united with Massachupetts, the laws of the latter
colony were binding on both, with the exception that the franchise in
New Hampshire should not be limited to Church membership. This union
was dissolved in 1679 by roysl order. The first provincial assembly
gave only one religious qualification for & freeman ~ that he be a
protestant., In 168l a law was pasged that the town officers should
assess the minister's support on all the taxpayers of the town. Re-
fusel to pay was made punishable by imprisonment until the rates were
pald or good security ws gi'nn.m Contempt of Cod's Word or of the
ministers was also made punishable by fine or imprisonment, and there
are instances of punishment by whipping.m In the laws of 1692, 1702,
and 1714 various enactmente confirmed the congregational order as &
town establishment, supported by taxes. The law of 1714 made it pos-

sible for a dissenter to be excused from paying taxes for the churech,

but it was very difficult to produce proof.m This establishment con-

timued long past the Revolution. In fact, there still exists today &

110. Fiske, op. cit., ps 154
m. GObb’.gau ﬂit.’ p! 291‘
112, Ibid., p. 295

113. Ibid.

m. Ll\lor, 22. 91!!’ Pe 42'
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statement in the New Hampshire Bill of Rights to "authorize the towns
to provide for the support of Protestant teachers,’ ” And the consti-
tution still distinquishes against the Roman Gatholics and puts a Jew-
ish congregation outside the protesction of the 1“‘116

The history of religious establishment in Maine is even briefer,
although the colony itself precedes Plymouth colomy. In 1607 the first
religious service was conducted there, In 1639 the Church of England
wag established by the charter given the proprietor, Gorges. "It was
incumbent upon him to adopt the articles of faith, forms of ecclesias-
tical government of the Church of England, and to dedicate all churches
in accordance with its ritual.'n" The northern colony was slow in
developing, however, end because of its backwardness, Maine was domi-
nated by Massachusetts. In 1692 Hassachusetts legally absorbed Haine.
The Puritans received a charter from William and Mary which made Maine
an integral part of Massachusetts, Therefore, the same establishment

was effective in both states. Not until 1833 waa the church finally

disestablished and tithes aboliahed.ns

Vermont was the last of the New England states to be colonized,

Before the Revolution the territory was constantly in dispute, various

8ectione being claimed by Massachusetts, New Hampshire and New York.

Its independence was finally declared in 1777. The first constitution

Tequired "that every sect or denomination of people ought to observe

115, Cobb, op. ¢it., pPs 516. No town, as such, has acted upon the
lew within this century, but it still remains. AR

116, Roland H. Bainton, "The Struggle for Religious ’
Mm Vol. x’ No. 2' Pe 116.

117. L&uer, OE. cl EC’ Pe 370

118‘ GObb’ OPse cig., Pe 5150
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the S8abbath, or the Lord's Day and keep up and support some sort of
religious Wor!hiP---"ng In 1783 a law was passed putting the oburch
on the tomn care and tax. And finaelly, a law of 1801 ordained that
every person of adult age and a legal voter should be considered as of
the religious opinion represented in the town church and as such should
be liable to taxation for the church support, unless he should deliver
in writing & declaration that he did not agree in religious opinion
with the majority of the inhabitants of the town.

Thus, with the one remaining colony as an exception, the New Eng=-
land states were founded upon the principlé of intolerance. The old=-

world policy of state-churchiem had been replanted in the New World.

E. Rhode Island

The story of Roger Williams! benishment from the #agsachusetts
colony has already been told. From this it is evident that Williams
already had declared the doctrine that the power of the magistrates

should be limited to civil matters, and that they had no authority o

punish religious offenses.

The views of Williams, if logically carried out, ui:;ol::f
the entire separation of church and state, the eq g S

. tection of all forms of religious faith, the r:hpeai b:lition
laws compelling attendance at public worship, the i
of tithes snd of all forced contributions to the suppo

of raligion.m
The rest of his life was to be spent in achieving these goals.

119, Lauer ops cite, pe 50s
120, Fiake: op. cite, ps 115
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Wnen Williams was banished from Massachusetts, he found shelter
from the winter with the friendly Indians with whom he had traded
when in Plymouth, He first planned a settlement on the east bank
of the Seekonk River, He was informed, however, by Winalow, Gover-
nor of Plymouth, that he was still within the bounds of the Plymouth
colony, and in order to avoid displeasing the Bay colony, Williams
was ordered to move sometime after March, 1636,121 In early May, the
settlement at Providence was begun, By June 16, 1636, the *masters of
families" had been incorporated into a town fellowship. In defining
the purpose of organizing, it was expressly stated that the authority
wag "only in civil things."uz The maglstrate had no religious or
church power., The civil state could not inquire into the beliefs of
its citizens:, This was seperation of clurch and state. The settle-
ment grew and the government was reorganized in 1640. The compact of
1636 was retained and liberty of conscience granted:

Other settlements had been established at Newport and Portemouths
For self-protection against the Indians and the intolerance of the Bay
colomy, these three towns decided to seek & free charter of eivil

government from the English Parliement, In September, 1642, Willlens

was commissioned to go to England to procure this charter. On HMarch 14,

1644, Parliament granted "a free Charter of civil incorporation and

government® to the Providence Plantations. It was the first free

123 No mention was

charter of government issued to any English colonys

madé of religion.

121, Ernst, op. cit., ps 160.
m' Ib dO; P 1 9
123‘ LX) p. 30.
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Shortly before returning from England with the Charter, Williams

published his femous Bloudy Tenent of Persesution for the Gause of Con-

peience (July, 1644). This was his clarion call for liberty and the
rightes of men. The revolutionary nature of this pamphlet cen beat be
shown by quoting some of the more striking sentences:

A1l civil stetes with their officers of justice...are proved
essentially civil and therefore not judges, governors or de—
fenders of the Spiritusl or Christisn state or worship. God
requireth not a uniformity of religion enacted or enforced
in any civil state; which enforced uniformity, sconer or
later, is the greatest occasion of civil war, ravishing of
conscience, ... and of hypoorisy. Enforced uniformity con-
founds civil and religious, and denies the principles of
Christlanity and Civility,

A national church was not instituted by Ohrist Jesus, That
cannot be true religion which needs carnal weapons to uphold
it. Evil is always evil, yet permission of it may in case be
goods ... Masters of families are not charged under the Gos-
pel to force the conscience of their families to worship. Per-
secution of man's bodieg seldom or never do their souls any
good. ... The Christian church doth not persecute.

Foroing of conscience is soul-raps. A orying guilt is the
bloody, irreliglous and inhumene oppression and destruction
under the mask end veil of the name of Christs .. No man
shiould be bound to worship or maintain a worship against his
own will, ... A believing magistrate is no more a magistrate
than an unbelieving, Civil magistrates were never appointed
by God, Defenders of the Faith of Jesus, No magistrate can {3
execute justice in killing soul for souls e Civil mgia:n s
are confessed not to have power to urge conscience in indif-
ferent things. ' A

The Civil Power is originally and fundamentally 18 h:iheti::pl..
++s Power, might, or authority is mot religicus, tu:J. asy
Ot@!' but naturﬂl, humane and olvils sen The ‘piri 4
civil sword carmot be managed by one and the same gioraoa;d oAk
The oivil magistrates are bound to preserve the Bodies

Goods of their subjects, and not to destroy them for conscience

sake, The civil megistrate owes two things to false worship:

- (1) Permission, (2) Pretestion.

S ——

¥ 2
. 124, These quotations are taken from Ernst, ope cit., (see espec
Ay ppe 244-46.) -




