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dtno• of witohcraf't and then. irapriaoned, depriYecl ot light in their 

cill.11 and Nf'ueed colllllUDioatie>n nth an,one, Fi~ after fiye week• 

' 
.or thia Ulepl puniebllent, th-, were .. hipped baok to the Barbado••• 70 

~011 after their departure, lndiaott came boa• and found tault with 

. Bellingham•• conduct .. he bad been too g~tle. 71 

Instead of discouraging other Q\&aker1, au~ action waa regarded 

ae ·a challenge by the member• of th11 .. at. Hardly bad the f'irat vic­

tim• departed before another ship be&J'ing eight more Quakera arriYed 

(Augu.et 7, 1656). Thq were immediately clapped into prieon, and after 

~nen weeke were eent out of the coion;y on the IUle ship in whioh they 

had come, the ship's master being pla_ced under bond to take them back 

to England at, hie own expense. 72 

Mean.while, the llaeaaohuaetta General Court tmiiried to paaa 1 ta 

firat law againat the Quakel's. There was a aeries of law.a from 

Ootober 14, 1656 to May 22, 1661, each one 1110r• NYere. 73 When the 

fint law•• passed, licholas Vpahal, who bad auppl1ecl the tirat im­

prisoned Quakera with food when othend.1• thq would b&Ye ataned, pro­

teated againet the law. For thi• be was fined twent7'!"three pounda, 

1mpriaoned1 and then banished in mid-winter. 7,4 

In October., 16S8, t.be death peulv •• added tor tho•• who re­

'tutnecl froia baniabment. 7'J Thie•• not the til'•t capital puni1bllent 

law. There were not leae than ~itteen capital crimes, including such 

· 1a. Adam•, 2,, .ctt •. ,.pp •. 264.-6s. 
71.. Fiske, op ... cit •. , p ... 183. . 
72. Sewel., op, oit., P• 291.. f th So ieq ot Friends in 
73.. .see Thomas and Thoma•, •Hietor:r O . 

8 
· 

0 i 207-08· 
he:t-ica, • 1n The Amerj.can Oburgh Hiaton Serie•, Vol, XI ' PP• • 

74.. Sewel, op. oit .• , P• 292 .. 
75. Swee~, op, 01),, P• 147• 
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ottn••• as idolatry, witchcratt, bla1ph-,,, urrl.age ntbin the 

L4avit1cal ·degreea, sabbath breaking, and oursing or aadting one'• 

p&Nllt•, 76 But very seldOill were these penal.tie• inflicted, ·Perhaps 

it wae the hope ot the court that this would ·pre·tent Quakers from re­

turning to the coloey; and 1 t would nner' be neae11&17 to reaort to 

the death ,.na1t,. T.hey nre mietaken. Williaa Robiuon, llarmadulte 

Stffenee, and Mary Dyer deliberately returne4 to Boat.on after baring 

been _batrl.ahed, knowing well the conaequena••• 'l'hq cue, a& they 

•tated, •to bear testillloey apin1t the ~raeouting apirit.•77 Sen­

tace was pronounced on October 181 16S9, and the execution took place 

a tn df11'8 la-ter. On the petition of bar son, Mary Dyer had been re­

prieYed, and was once more banilhed.J. but with & tiendiah ingenuity ot 

cn1el ty she was not to know ot 1 t, and was to be led to the gallows 

w1 th a rope about her neok and to nit while th• t110 aen were being 

bung. 78 Afte1· the others bad died, her M.Dd& and less were bound, her 

face covered, end the rope ac13u,ted about her neok. At that moment her 

r"pr1ne was ann0un.ced to her. Sh• refuted to accept her lite, but •• 

forcibly taken to Rhode Ill.and b.Y her fuil7. 'l'he fol;lowing spring, 

ho1t'ffer
1 

ISha returned and told the General Court that she was to bear 
. 79 

1fi tneaa against the unjust law, On lune l, 1660, sh• pai_d the. penal V • 

'l'he ·next March, 1661, 'Ule fourth QU&)ter martyr euttered death upon 

the, gall.owe when William l,eddr& ~· banged. He }lad alreac\r suffered 

'76. 
77. 
78. 

. ~. 
·Fiak.e, op. cit., P• 187. 
s. .. t, 9Pt oit,~ ~· 147, Ad.am•, 92, ·21t., P• m. 
Sffel, o;1 ai t .• , PP• ,41.4 .. 16 • 
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biprl.lODatnt and the winter before had been obained to a log 1n an_.. 

heated pri.eoxi. Some ot the ohargee brought aga1D1t hill were, 8Japatb;r 

tor those who bad been exeautect., Ntueal to-remoye. hit. bat, and per­

~i•~•o• in the. use of •the•• and ·'thou" J or 1n other worda, hia crime, 

ae bl the caee of all the othera, •• that of being a Qu.ker. 80 Such 

•• the "religious freedoa' ot the Puri tana. 

There have often been attempts to Ju1tit'7 the aoUo11 of these 

Pu.rit,ane on the ground that auab peraeoution1 were political, not re­

ligious. 81 1'e must conaider thia po11ibill ty' brietly' •. Firet., n 

IIWlt. adm1 t th& t there nre poli tioal illplioation1 ui the peneCNtione. 

lllliame' prote1t againat acoepting the land under the kingta patent, 

oould eaaily be considered an attack upon the king'• eupremaq. 82 And 

in the church-state OOIIIIIIUZU t1 nen the aotions ot llra, Hutohinaon might 

be considered as antagonistic to the goTe1'1UleJ1t a, well al the church. 

The aotione ot the Quakers would in 111Q7 aa,ea be punilhed even toda7 

in an;y police court, Furthermore,. it 11 apparent U)at in the pereecu­

tion the courts desired to make the, nl.igioua el•,nt inTOlTed in them 

1eem ot alight importance and placed the eapbaaia upon their oiril and 

politioal iaportance-. 83 Religion, hofffer, •• th• real iene. 

In dieeuaeing the· problea related to IWJ.ua, Burrage etateiu 

Row to say th&t he (1filliu1) "' •nolmt," "t.wmiiuou.,• 
•turbulent;." in the uprea,iozi ot .b11. Tin•, and that we 

~.• B'w••t, 21• c1:t•.- P• 1.47. En ... , a• 
IQ.. See Prot. I.es••· I obnaoa, •Per16out1oaa in Earl.7 Bew ..,an 

1n _Bibliotheea Sac;:a, Vol. 83,PP• 434 tt. 
Q. Plue. op, AA\•, P• us. 
8J .• . Sweet, qp. gj.t.., P• 94• 
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-.re to find 1n thia the oauae or hit banilbaent 18 to OTer­
look the plain faota of the oa•• iu eo far a, thq ha•• COile 
down to us in the Peport, " haYe con~fflling the prooeedinp 
connected with the banieha1nt. . 

Certa~ nothing ia sore md•t tbQ that the chargee 
~aainet Mr. Williama had to do nth op1nioa1, not with •r. 
Williams• expreeeion ot thoae op1niont,84 · 

!?'llat al.tie> points out that when 11ill1eu· waa perm1\te4 to r .. 1n 1n 

Salem until spring, it waa .1fith the "1D,1unot1on, •• not to go about to 

dra1t'· other• to his opinion•~• •ru, la·at caution,• Ernat atatea; 

•lhowa clearly that the aentenoe wae not ro~-, orbae; but for hia 

opinions, a public venting of them and drawing othera to hie peau­

liar viewa11w8S 

Arr¥ political motive at aJ.l. 11 ditfioult to tind in the case of 

llre. Hutchin1Qn. Oobl> declare-a, .1 T:here. ns. no danger to the atate in 

t.be views of Mrs. Huchin10n, 1186 Tb11 •• Q].early a religi.oua perse-

When we oome to the Quaker per1eou;Uon1·, bowner, we can eaai~ 

aee that the;y ••r• disturber, of the peace. It is true that their 

'bebarlor would ha-Ye aroused interfere~, in UJ ••~··81 Mote, how-l• ,: 

. ner, that such beh&TiOJ' wa• a nllµ~f ~ , the OOH, ot their perse­

CNtion. Aa has already' been pointed out, the author1 ties or Maesa­

chueet.ts began the per,eoution immedia.tely, before the newcomers had 

a oluu!lce to behave themed.Yee w.U or ill. Adam• eignificantly point• 



• out; that wherever the Quakers were no.t ·P•.neouted, thq gave no 

. · ::tro~~•,88 Their subsequent bebanor.na ~ protest~ to ~ pen ... 
~ . . . "' . 

~t.1~~: •These act, were not ~n• until after perseoution had pded 

· .. . 4.~ j :~t.ferera i.Jlto what eeema to thie oentur,_. to be a moat ~•HIily 

· .. · .. · uhi~ition.,89 For e:raniple, i:t .i1 reportecfthat one of the Quaker 

-

• 1'01Zlen atripped herself naked and waikid thraugh the &ill.ea of a crowded 

meeting-house, and another throug~ the town of Sala, 90 Sllch inde-

4)GQ7 certainly would b• apprehended todq also, Wt there • ·s a 

reaaon wey the women should aot so, Tb.q were proteating aaai,net ac­

tion which in our timee would also receive rebuke, Snel reports· 

the reception of the first .Quelce.r 1IODIIZ1 to Boaton in thoaa word'81 

•Th97 were stripped naked, under pretenH to lmow whether they were 

witches, though in searching, no totea.·1J&s found upon thea but innocenceJ 

and in this aea.rch they were so barbaNully misuaed that mod.eat,- to~ 

bide to mention it. •91 One ot the lawa r~d that 1,b.e woaen ahould be 

'•tripped naked from the middle up, tied to • cart•• tail·, end whipped 

tbrough the town and !'rom then.Ce to the next to• UZitU thq were coa­

Yeyecl out of our Jurisdiction •. 192 It as against suoh. legial.ation and 

treatment that the Quakers acted, We are !Qclinad to 81JD.p&thize with 

the11. We oe.rmot •bsolve the, Puritans tor their pei,seauts.ona. Throup­

·Wt the biatoI'7 ot the Puritan control we aee onq intolerance, nn-er 

~ 1nclication of a apiri t which loitered tbe Am•r1~ i;;n;noiple ot 
' . . 
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~igioua treedom. 

With the•• uamplea •• muat bring our aocouat of the Puri taD1 1n 

. . •••chuaett. to a cloae, Thia doe1 not 119811 that thtre are not IIIID7 

. _ other oases which might Juet u well ha'H bem ,uow. There a.re az,;r 

: "01'. In the community or the lfaaeaahuaetti colon.y there •• a the-
., ; 

oo~oy the- l.ike of which baa perhaps nner ~1ted in another Chr1•tian 

P&ticm, other than Genen.. ·rue n.1 a d.Uberat. denlopment bJ' the 

~ ~·· Unlike the eatablilballit ot 'the C!mroh of 1.ngland 1n Vi~ 

· ginia, this e1tabli1bment ,rae )lot the nault ot the 1'1•Ji•• ot a higher 

power and forced upon the people. the 1&1•ohueet;te church-state waa 

ou~ ·ot response to the w1ahee of th~ peop:i.e. Ono• the P'1r1 tan• had 

&chiffed this theocraa,, they were nmr willing to gin it up. ODl1' 

when forced by the pr•eaure ot other poupa . did thq 7ield in ~ W&7 • 

laeaachueetta g1••• ua a.Yer, graphio p1:otuN ~t the 1ntenait7 of 

i.· etruggle for religious lib•rtf• _Therefore, tb.11 paper will atreaa 

the etruggle in that col<>111• Let u1 uow,- hoWff.er, look briefiy at the 

other Bew England ooloniee and aN that in each of tbeae, iri th one a­

ceptic,n, the same obstacle to obta:lu:lng nU.gioua freedom ia at work. 

O. C,onn.eoticut 

The ear-l.y 1ettler1 in eonneatiaut, with the ~oeption of the 

towad.el'• of In Ba•en, came •• a p:roteet againat th• eooleaiaatical 

~••••• ot llaeaaohu,ett,. All'9&C11 in 1433 the. Plyllouth colon!a-te 

~ -eate,bl~ehed a tradixig poet in the tertil• nllq ot the Conneoti-

ciut Ri•er. Not until 1635, howl'f•r, nN the firat pel'IIUlent .eettl.e. 
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aenta £01.1Dded, one bf the 7ounger Winthrop at Sqbrook, othera ader 

thf!t lee.derehip and 1.nfiuence of Thoaa1 Hook•r at Hartford, '11 then­

field and Windsor. 93 Hooker was aotiftted by high ideal• ot deaocraq 

~ toleration. He opposed. the theocratic phi1010p}v' ot Jlaaaactiuaette , 

•d nner aseented to the rule which a,ade mtmberlhip in the church a 

condition of oiti1enihip. Theologically, al.ao, be•• not 1Ji full 

agreeDlent 1'i th the· M&eaaohUeetta olero. · He nterred to ,Tobn Cotton 

ae •~• umd. tred ·pol?•" of Bo&toi,. •. 94. !he fir1t ••••ion of the General 

Court of Oonnacticut was held on Ila, ll, 1638,. and Hooker preached a 

l•l'IIOJ'l maintaiiling th• eovereignty of the people, 9S In ..Jan11&17 ot 

, the next year all the freemen of the three town• aaaembled at B•* 

ford e.nd adopted the £1ret wr1 tten con.ati tu~ion -mown to hietorJ', 
' 

areati,ng a govel"DJllent.96 In spite ot Booker•, adT&Dced •1ewa, the 

time na etill not ripe for a aepan.tion ot church and 1tata. The 

oon1t1tution atated it ae the duty 0£ the oirll pernaent to 

•J1&711~ the liberty and purity of the gospel ot our Lord Jeaua, •• 

al.so the diacipiine of the church•••' More torul.1¥ and at length, · 

the first Gene-ral Court deolaredc •Forasmuoh u · the peace and prolt­

peri ty of the ehurchee and the maabe~e thereof, ae ..U u Civil 

ri.ghtes and liberties, are aantull.T to be maintained; it ia ordered 

by thia court and deoreed, that the CiTll .Author1V here eetabliahed 

9;.. Paul Era8111UI L&uer, •Qhuroh cd s~t· in ••• ~gland• ~eno• 
l.obpa Hop)dne Uni Yerei t7 Studies in Biftorical and Poli ti cal So • 
Vol. X, II-III; P• 29. . 

94. Snet, op; .cit., P• 96•· 
95. Fiste, gp,, o;t.-, P• 12'7• 
96. ~bl>, o~, ci~., P• 242• 
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hat.h power ond liberty to aee that the peace, ordinanoee, aa4 rule• of 

Chr.l•t be observed 1n ever,; Church aooordiag to Bil '°rd.•97 
About the sue time e.nother ••ttleunt a.t In Ha••n ne being 

to\lDded and was organised in April, 1638, under tbe 'Plut&tJ.oa eo. ... 
naat.• Before organi11ng Vsol11 Penata·t .la 16'9, tu l...S.r, 11r. 

~:v.et1port, preached. a serr.um t~ the tien 91iadoa hath tnllld-4 beJ' 

houae, ehe be.th he,m out aeYtn pillari.• !Mnu,oa, NYC ottJ.ou,, 

r.•Pl'•••ntin~ the aeven pillar, ot w11doa, ••re c~aen, &11d 1 t wae re­

eol ved •that the Word of Qod should be the onlJ rule· to be attended 

unto in ordering the attairs ot the goYemaent • .,9S Ohurob and state 

••r• to be 1dentic'1.. These •pillars of. the ·cburo~," or magiet.ratea, 

••n-ed aa Judges, ond trial by Ju17 AS d1apenaad with beoauee no 

authority could be found tor 1 t 1n ~e la .. or lloH•• 
99 The Jloaaio 

code was the foundation of all law, and aa, crime pu.niabable b7 dMth 

under the old Hebrew law waa ude cap1 tal in Kew B&Ten.
100 The the• 

ocrao, ot Rew Ha Yen existed side by aide w1 tb the 1110re tolerant de­

lllOcraoy of Conne~tiout, Ee.oh waa independent of the other until 1662 

when they were united b)' a rotal oharter.101 l'i th the unio-n •1th Con-

11eot1cut all the peauliari tiea ot Mn Hafln cdeed. Ite theocrao1 ; . 

tell, .and the laws and authorit, ot ConneotiO\lt took the place of ita 

own. Some, including Davenport, refused to eubmit to the union and 

•lt,bd·rn from the oolODY, ou, eoet ot tbe Mew fl&Ten people eaei~ 

·97. Ibid.. 1 P• 243. 
98. Lauer, op, plt.,pp. 43-4• 
99. Piue, 9R• oi\·•, P• 1'6• 

100. Cobb, op. oit,, P• 284• 
101. Lauer, 9P• cit., P• 44• 
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reconciled themsel vea to bUng engulfed by ·the larger colcmy. 

Al though, as we baTe alrea.ttr llhon, tha ooneti tuts.on of Conn.ec­

tiout gaTe the ai.te certain eccle•ia.et4.oal powers,_ the ato?7 or tb11 
. . 

OO~oiµaJ. establishment ii II01"8 like & btne'f'Oltnt and f•tberl.7 care 

29 

and •tchtulnesa oTer the intereata or the o~oh. Th• oi'f'il power 

•• aeldom used for oppreHion, but rather for 811pport1ng the church. 

The ohureh was a public chargeJ ite lnailding was erected at public ex­

peneeJ its millistera were oall~ by a town-meeting, and the regular 

eupport raised by public tax •. 102 Between 1644 and 16S7 the ••tablieh­

ment of the Congregational churches was ~outiJ:'Jlled bJ legielation, 1°3 

and in 1669 the Congregational Church was f oJ'lll&ll7 app~Yed, l04 From 

the beginning attendance at publio worehip was oompuleory. Acta to 

this effect were passed throughout the hiatory of the coloDT, as late 

aa 177o.10S 

The first laws of diaoriai:nation w•re dinoted against the Quakere. 

The Connecticut author1tita n .. er went 10 tu·•• to hang Quake1:•, but 

there was considerable. legillati'fe furor and popular' agitat-ion against 

the heresy 1n 1656 and l6f7. l06 In In Ha••n the peul ties inflicted 

inclUded boring with a hot iron tbrOUBh the · tonau•• of ·Quakers who bad 

. . 107 
otte1,1ded four times by co1111Wµ.oating with oiti1-.1. 

'l'h,re are; howevn, tew records ot persec,ution or dies enters 1n 

102-• See Cobb, 2P• ci1t., pp;· 246-S2• .. r Relipoua Liberty iD 
10J.• Paul Wakeman COQna, Th• .lohiuemen: .. o. · · 

9onn~ot1cu,t,.· i,. ,. . . . . 
l04. I.au•~, 021 cit., P• 4S• 
10.5,. Cob:t>, op, cit., PP• 2,s tt. 
1()6. aoona, op. cit., P• ~. 
107. Ja&!.,. p .•. 9 •. 



-Conneoticut1 perhaps because there were· fn ·cli81enteri. Perhaps the 

greatest ahoclt to the calm toleration of Connecticut came in the great 

Awakening. This phenomenon in the religious life of New &igl.and will 

be treated more fully in a fallowing chapter, but here we muet note 

the action of Connecticut against the rev'ivall1te. In 1742 •an Act for 

regulating Abuses• was pa.seed to auppreaa the mounttng diBOrdera. Bo 

11\lpport was to be given a minister who intruded into the parish of 

another. If an unordained person preached in the parish or a settled 

clergyman, he was to be fined one hundred pounds. Arr:, outsider guilty 

of offense was to be expelled from the coloDJ.lOS The result was the 

diepoeition of several Connecticut Dlinisters, while the Separatists, 

ae the revivalists who withdrew from the regular churches and formed 

t hemselves into separate congregation• were cal.led, were in some in­

stances persecuted and some of them impr1aoned.l09 

Thus, even in the century of the ReTolution, Connecticut, which had 

begun so liberally, was not ready to throw off the oloak of state­

ohurohism. Nevertheless, among the establishments of the colonies, 

t~t of Connecticut was by far the best, and this colony was fertile 

ground for the agitation for religioue liberty to grow and bring forth 

fruit. 

D. New Hampshire, Vermont and Maine 

th ooloniee can be told 
The story of the eatabliabment in these ree 

~08. Ibid., P• 15. 
109. Sweet, oR, cit., P• 291. 



v•'f'1' briefly. or the four towna which are to make up the col.cm., or 

In Hallpabire, two bad bten founded by Antinolliane clriTen troa Boston, 

·and two by Epiacopaliane.110 And yet, na with such a background, 

:when -the towns orgai.uzed in 1639, the, could not reJeat the id• ot an 

••tabliahecl church. A 111tam of titllea, a11•11ed and oolleoted \lllder 

'the ciTU law, was eatabliehecl.·lll Whm in 1641 the aaller colon.r ot 

In Hampshire wae united with la11&chU1etta, the laws or the latter 

colo!J1' were binding on both, w1 th the uception that the f!'allchiee in 

lew Hampshire should not be liaitecl to Church aeaberehip. Thie union 

was die~lTed in 1679 by royal order. The firet proTincial a1eembly 

gaTe only one raligioue qualif'ioation for a freeman - that he be a 

protestant. In 1681 a law aa pa111ed that the town otfioere should 

aeaeea the minister• a aupport on all tbe tupayera ot the town. Re­

tuaal. to ~ was made puniabable by impriaoment until the ratea were 

paid or good security was giffll.112 Contempt or God's Word or ot the 

ministers was also made punishable by fine or illprieonment, and there 
. w 
are instances of puniehm.ent bf whipping-. In the lawa of 1692• 1702, 

and 1714 various enaotaente con.timed the congregational order•• a 

town eatabliahlllent, supported bf taxee. The law ot 1714 made it poa­

aiblt for a ·diseenter to be exauaed trom pqing taxes tor the church, 

but 1 t was ve-ry diftiaul t to produo• proof .114 !hi• utabliahllent oon­

~d long past the ReYolution. In tao~, there still exists todq • 
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etateaent 1n the New Hampshire BW or Rights to •authorise the towns 

to prorlde for the support or Protestant teaobera. llS And the oonatl~ 

tution .still diatinquiahes againet the Roan Oatbolias and puts a Jn­

ieh congregation outaide the· p;roteotion ot the law.116 

· The history of religious eatabliehment in Maine 11 eYen brief er, 

al though the colon_y itself precedea Plymouth colCD;T • In lfHl the tint 

religious aervice waa conducted: there. In 1639 th• Church ot ilngl.and 

•• established by the charter given the propl"ietor, Gorgea. •It waa 

incumbent upon him to e.dopt the articlte of faith, tone of ecclesiaa­

tieal goYerruaent of the Church ot !ogl.and, and to dedicate all chUrchea 

in accordance w1 th its r1 tual • .U 7 The northern colODT •• slow ill 

developing, howeYer, and becauee ot its baclarardneH, Kaine was domi­

nated by Massachusetts. In 1692 lfa1uahUsetts legallJ' abeorbed Maine. 

The Puritans received a charter t'rom WWiam and Ma1'f which made Maine 

an integral part of .llaasachueetts. Therefore, the aaae establishment 

,.._. effective in both states. Jfot until 1833 na the church f1nall7 

dieeatablished and ti thee aboliahed.
118 · 

Vermont was the last ot tht law &!gland 1t&te1 to be colonized. 

Before the ReY()lution the terr! torr •• conetanU, in dispute, Yarioua 

aeotione being claimed by Ma1eacbuaet-t1, New· Hampehire and lew York. 

· Its independence was finallJ declared 1n 1717• The first oonatitution 

reqUi-red •tha t ever, sect or denomination of people ought to obserYe 

ll5. Cobb, 9P• oit., · P• . 516. . lfo town, a, 8UGh, has acted upon the 
law Within this oentur., b\lt it atUl remain•- • 1n 

116. Roland H,. Bainton, •The Struggle for Religious Libert)', 
,ChU£eh Hietorz, Vol. I, lo., 21 P• ll6. 

ll.7. Lauer, op. cit., P• j7,. 
ll&. Cobb, op, .ci)11, P• S1S. 



the Sabbath, or the Lord' e Da1 and k .. p up and .support eoae sort. ot 

re11gi.ous worahip._..U9 In 1783 a law •e palled putting tb• ~urch 

on the tom care and tax.. And finally', a law ot 1801 ordained that 

riery person of .adult age and a legal Toter ebould be considered ae of 
~I'', 

the religious· opinion represented in the town church and aa such should 

be liable to tuation for the church support, unleH he should deliTer 

1n writing a declaration that he did not agree in religious opinion 

w1 th the majority of the inbabi tanta ot the ton, 

'l'hus, with the one remaining colon, u an exception, the Bew Eng• 

land states were founded upon. the principle of intolerance. The old­

world policy of atate-ohurohiam had been replanted in the Hew ·world. 

I, Rhode 111.ud 

The etor,y of Roger Williams• bani.went trom the 1&1sacbueetts 

oolOD7 hae already been told. From this it ia eTident that Williams 

already had declared the doctrine ··that the power of the magistrates 

should be limited to civil matters, and that they had no authority to 

pulliah religious offenses, 

The views or Williams, if logically oarried out, :rolvecl 
the entire sepantion ot church and 1tate, th• eq ~r:ii 
t,ection of 4l,l form• of Nligious faith, :e T.!~11 tion 
law, . eomp-13.ing attendance at pu.blio wor Pa rt 
or ti thee sad of all fore~ contribution, · to th~ ,uppo 
or rel.igion.l.20 

The .r.eat or hie lite was to be spent in achiedng theae goal.a. 



-
When ,iil.liams W',j.S banishad from ilaesaohusetts; he found shelter 

from the \'tint.er with the fi~iendly Indians with whom he bad traded 

~hen in Plymouth. He first planned a settlement on the east bank 

of the Seekonk River. He was inf'orme.d., however, by Winslow, Gover­

nor of PlY!llouth, that he wae still within the bounde of the Plymouth 

coloJl1', and in order to avoid diap1eaa1ng the Ba,: colony, Williama 

34 

was ordered to move sometime after March, 16'6, ~ In early May, the 

settlement at Providence wae bep. By June 16, 1636, the •masters of 

faailiee• bad been incorporated into a town tellowabip. In defining 

the purpoJe of organizing, it was expreealy etated that the authority 

wa1 •only- 1n civil things. 1122 The magietrate had no religious or 

church power.. The civil state could not inqUire into the beliefs of 

its oitisens+ This was separation of church and state. The setUe­

aent grew and the government waa reorganised in 1640 ~ The Qompact of 

1636 was retained and liberty of oonecienoe granted. 

Other settlements bad been e1tabli1hed at Hewport and Portsmouth• 

For aelf-prote.ction against the Indians and the intolerance or the Bay 

col~, these three town a dec14ed to 11ek & free charter of ci rll 

gOYemment from the English Parliament• In September, 1642, Williama 

was commissioned to go to Bngland to proC\11"9 this · charter• On Maroh 14, 

1644, Parliament granted •a tree Charter ~f ai'dl incorporation and 

govermaent• to the Pro'rldeno• Plan,tatione-. It .. ·, the f'irit tree 

J..l.--..a.. gl.1 h col,..,.,,. 123 lfo mention was 
--r-..ar or go•err.uaent 11aued to a:,q Ell • . - •· 

made of religion. · 
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'' 
Shortly before returning from lAgland with the Charter; Williaaa 

pwrli~ed his tamoua Bloµdv Tment ot hrfeqution tor the Pav• ot Cop.­

ectence (,July, 1644) • Thia was his ·clarion call for libel"t7 and the 

right• .of mruh The revolutiona.l."1' nature ot .thie pupblet can beat be 

tho• l,y quoting some of the more •tr1t1a1 1tntenoeia 

Al;l c1Til states with their otfi_cen ot Juat1oe ... an proYecl 
eeeentially ci"f'll and tbaretore no\ Jv.dp1, goTernon or de­
f~era or the Spi,ri tual or Ohrilt.1.q ,tat,. or worship. God 
requireth not a uuif:ol'lli ty. of religion qacted or entoroect 
in a:q ci Yil stateJ which . 81lt'oroed wufoni v, aooner or 
l•ter, 1• the greatest, occasion ·or oi.U war, nruhing ot 
conscience, ••• and or l\YPOorl.,~ Entoroed unUol'llit;J- eon• 
tounda oi vU and religiou1·, and deniea the prinoipl.ea ot 
Christianity and Oinlity, 

A national church •a· .not in1tiiuted b1 Qhriat .Jeeua, That 
c-.nnot be true religion which n•td• oarnal weapon• to uphold 
it. E'ttil is &lay• e'd.l, 1et pel"lli11ion of it aq in caile be 
good. • • • Mast era ot ·ramniea are not · ·oharged ~er the Goe­
pel to force the con1oitJlo.e. of their t..Uiea to worlhip. Per­
aecution of man• a bodie• 1tl.clo• or nenr cto. their 10ula an;, 
good.. • •• The Ohri•t1an cburoh doth not perooute, 

;. 

rorcing of cone4ience 11 IOUl•t'*JHt• .l ~ing pll-t ie the 
bl.oo~, 1rrel1giolie an4 iahUUllt oppre11ion and ~••t~c~cm 
\1Dder the maek and .,,u. of th• nu., ot · Ohriat. •, • lo an 
aliould be bound to wonhip Qr -1ftta.in &· wortb1p againat hie 
~n will. • •• A bel,.e-rtas magistrate i1 iio more a agiatioate. 
than an unbelieving, 01-dl magi1t:atH wire nn•r" appo111te4 
by God, Defender• of ~· Faith o.t leau,, Ho aagiatrate can 
.-.cute Justice in kill.hi e<>ul tor eoul • . ••• CiYU magi.atratee 
are conteeaed not to ha•• ponr· to urge ~~•oi•ae ill indif­
ferent thinge. 

The CiTil P.owei, i•.; ~ri~ and tunduental:ly 1n the People •. 
• • :. Powe~, might, or authorit.1 i~ not ~~~oua, 1~~1:~ 
etc., bu.t natural, human• and oi-ril.. ••• The IP · 
c1 vU nord cannot be 1111D&pd by one aiid ~e .... person.. • • • 
the o1'ril. magistrate, en boUDcl to preaen•· \he Bodies and 
Good, of their subJeot.s• and .'1()t to ~ntro, t.b• tor conaoieno• 
a.ake.. The eirll magi'$~rate ow11 two thingd to tale• worship• 
(l) Pel'lrl.aaion, (2) Proteotioa. 124 .· 

· · · · · »- t cit ( aee eepeoi-
. · ~. !beae -quotatione are taken f1'0JI anal , 2'8• •' 
~ . ., PP• 244-46.) . . ·. 
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