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0'Dono Ju were all controlled to a large degree by the hierar-
chy of the Catholic Church. That these ecclesiastics were not
primarily interested in the people 1s testified to by no one
less than Feather Hidalgo himself. Speaking of them he saild,
"They are Cathollcs out of policy alone, their God is lemmon,
they avall themselves of religlon ltself to dreg 1t down and
dest.roy.it."3 4g cen be expected all of the lnsurgent priests
were excommunicated. The edict was first issued by the Bishop
of Michoacan, liiguel Abad ¥ Queipo, on September 24, 1810, and
was declared valld and lawful by the Archbishop of Nexico in
the following monthe. This split between the higher and lower
clergy during the years of independence 1s in itself an indi-
cetion of the defects which were to be found in.the clerical
system by this time. And the manner and methodr in which these
prieste were arrested end tried is also a revelation of the
corruptness which cherectorized major parts of the clergy. As

Browvn tells us:

Some of the bishops mede thomselves ridiculous by
the number snd violence of thelr enathemas; end g.}sg
by their pusillanimity in withdrewing the same W ;.1
ever the patriots gained control in their Eplscopa
cities. It all went to show thab the clersys e.;lgn
organized body, put the retention of its powerf ol
wealth above the Mdepen&engleli gngtgigiggrigg cg DR

eople as a whole. It wad
go I‘r?he frequent denunclation of the Hexichag cﬁ;‘g{g by
liberel orators as having Iillr'ice proved thems

traitors. to thelr countrye.

3+ Ibid., p. 43.
4e Brown, op. cib., Dps 154-155
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Then in 1820, when the movement for independence was
seemingly quelled, a surprising development occurred, The
royelist commender Iturblde, sent to wipe out the remaining
forces of the last insurgent lesder, Guerrero, Joined with
him instead and both marched on MHexlco Clty and took it on
September 27, 1821, Vhat caﬁaed this zbout=face on the part
of Iturbide? DSecret documents show us todey that the clergy
was lergely responsible for this move. In 1812 e.- constitu=-
tion hed been given to Spein and her colonies, which had been
soon set asslde., However, in 1820, it seemed as though Ferdi-
nand VII was determined to enforce it and this was intolera-
ble for the hierarchy. For in this constitutlon there were
verious clauses vhilch the clergy did not like and which they
considered an abtack on their authority. Thls prompted them
to decide to seize control themselves and this was to be done
under the leedership of Iturbide. He, in tumm, finding that
he was unsble to defeat Guerrero, joined with him, and then
returned to take Mexico Clty, at least.

Tturbide did whet he could to promote the Church but hils
reign was short. He was overthrown end exiled after a few
Years by a new figure on the scene, Santa Anna, Iturbide made
one more effort to regain his crown but was ceptured and exe=
cuted by the same men. It was at this time that the GariEes
through s stroke of boldness, gained one of 1ts major FEOhAR

rieés. This wes when it 'seized the right of patronage in 1822

nage was
which had formerly rested in the monarchs. This patronag
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the right of eppointment to egpiscopal sees, subject only to
papal espproval, and held up until now by the King of Spain.
After Independence was won, the Mexlcan clergy boldly stated
that thls patronage now had reverted to the Church sand not to
the Chief Magistrate of the New Republic. However this bhold
acbtlon initisted a great deal of discussion cn the part of the
leglslators as to the real position of the Church in the State
end may be sald to have been one of the direct ceuses for the
earliest anti-clerical action teken by any controlling bodye.
This was the decree of the Congress of Tebasco, issued on
February 22, 1829, in which could be seen the first symptons
of rebellion against the power of the clergy.

In 1833 more definite action was teken. In the highly
moderate Law of October 18, 1833 the clergy was ordered to be-
heve quietly and to leave pollticel matters alone « A bureau
of public instruction was established in that years Also to
be noted is the Circulsr of the Ministry of Justlce which
stated thet the civil obligetion to pey tithes no longoer ex=
lsted. These provisions were never cerried out to eny extent
however, beceuse Sente Amna interfered by passing his own Flen
of Cuernevace, devised to protect the clergy and do awey with
the obnoxious rulings given above. Gomez Feries, the enti=
clérical leader, wented to wrest the schools from the Church
In perticular, but he wes squelched by the ever-present Santa

Avna,  This men, prominent in Mexicen history until as late as

in-
1850 supported the clergy at first but became increesingly
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volved in 4lfflcultles with them, especially over financisl
metters. Cealled upon to lead lexico in the war with the French
and later on with the Unlted States, Santa Amna applied to the
Church for varlous loans with which to carry on the struggle.
However, he was glven only very smell sums, and these only af-
ter long and threatening affalrs with the higher clergy.

In this manmer conditions vetween the clergy and the
rest of the natlon grew more precerious during the yeers be-
tween the geining of independence and the final passing of the
Lawe of Reform in the late 1850s. Both branches of the clergy,
the secular and reguler, were in a most deplorable condition.

There seemed to be no limit to the licentiousness and ignoren-

-

ce of the priesthood. Solicitation on the pert of the priests
et confespion was considered to be little more than normel.
All spirituvality seemed to have left ths church. Because ol
the rights of primogeniture meny younger sons of Spenish faml=

lies chose 2 1life in the Church and thus in time all the luc~

retive and essy benefices ln Mexlco came into the hands of

these irresponcible men.

ind yet it was not this immorality of the clergy or the

lack of spirituslity which wes the mein issue with the anti-

clerics,. Actﬁally, 1t was the untold wealth which they saw

resting in the hends of the ¢hurch at & time when the govern-=

ment needed 1t the most. This wealth had been accunulated

gradually over the centuries until now 1t smounted to a stag-

the promi-
gering totel. According to Abbe Domenech, One of




nent clergymen who came with the French leater on, more than
helf of the productive land wes held by religicus corpora=
tions or the clergy and the ennuel revenue of the Church was
more than twice that of the 3tate. Almost every one of the
orders held numerous estates and property. A1l of 1% Wwas ex-
empt from taxation end since it was steadily lnoreasing it
was but & matter of time when the Church would finally absorb
all of the worthwhile land to the complete seclusion of all
others.>

This wealth was the immediate cause then for the rising
enti-clerical feeling on the eve of the new regime under Juarez.
True, the clergy was corrupt through end through morslly, but
this did not affect the government in such & dlrect manner as
the sight of 21l these riches before it at & time when it need-
ed such wealth more then enything else. And so the sitage was
set for the next scht, the paseing of the Reform Laws of Juaresz,
which were to teke away all this wealth with ons blowe The

time of reckoning hed come.

5e Noll, op.cite, De 133




Ve The Lews of Reform and Benito Juarez

Benito Juarez has often been called the Mexicen Wash-
Ington and In meny respects this ls true. He 1s pernaps the
first truly great leader to rise out of the masses of Mexico
end reslly serve his country. Borm on March 21, 1806, in the
small village of Gueletao in Oaxé.ca of levly Indlan parents,
he was raised amid all the miserable conditions of the aver-
age peon during the Wars of Independence. Serving as shepherd
boy for his uncle's flocks until he wae twelve, Juarez soon
showed his marlked sbility. It 1s one of the ironies of his-.
tory thet he studied for the priesthood for & short time be-
fore he turned to lawe In 1834 ho was admitted to the bar and

was clected governor of his home state which soon became one

of the most prosperous in the Republic. 3Decause of his liber=-

al views, however, he was exiled by Senta Arma for & brief
time to the Unlted States. Upon his return during the presi-

dency of Alvarez he became the Minister of Finance because of

his al"éat\integrity 11 money matters snd it was in this office

that the clergy first felt his influence.

In November, 1855, Jusrez secursd the ensctment of a
the army to the Jurisdiction of

ge of the clergy

lavw subjecting the clergy. end
the Ol'dinary courts. This speclal privile

. ] : had
and apmy which had been enjoyed by them for centurles

° Oﬁi-
been nothing but & curse on;the rest of the country
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cers end men in the army could be tried only by courts
mertiel and the clergy only by thelr ecclesiasticel courts.
A casual readlng of the operation of these courts is all
that 1ls necessary to see why Juarez wented them abolished.

This action aroused the Church to Increassd resistence.
Llverez vwes forced to glve way to the less liberal Comonfort
undeyr wihom Juarez beceme vice-president. This move on the
part of the Church was a futile one, however, because thelr
reel foe, Jugrez, was still on the scene. Comonfort then
called the Constituent Congress of 1857 in order to form a
new Constitutlon for lMexico after this Church-inspired revolt
againgt Alvarez in 1856. Describing this Congress Ellas
writes:

The Conetituent Congress largely. repr esen‘b;

ed the growing libersl sentiment of »:exico..I I?:Lcl

wee not in sny sense opposed Lo religion.dh v C-_ ’

hovever, stand for the right of everyone 1o wWhr

ship God according to the dictates of hls or 1€

consclence. Ihs members had in the vast me, Jority <

of ceses been brought up in the Cathollc falta, bu

they were opposed to the s;iecial privileges glven
to the Cestholilc Hierarchys

men edopted would hagdly
The first

The Consbitutlon which these

be considered redicel to the present-day reader.

few Articles simply establish the basic righis end freedom of

a th
every citizen of Mexico. Article 3, for example, begen wi

5 these
the statement, "Instruction ls free.” And it was along

e a
lines that the entire constitutlon was framed. Yeb 1t wa

held anathems by the clergy because of such Artlcles ag num-

1., Eliss, 92. cibey Do 16.
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ber five, whlch forbade "irrévocable sacrifice of the liberty
of man, whether by reason of labor, education, or religious
vows." The opposition of the Church to this and other Articles
was based almost entlrely on fensticism. ZEliles tells us that:
The debete upon this question was most illumi-

netinge Conditions in the convents were dealt with

by those who knew wherecof they epoke, end some of

the statements stung the Hierarchy to the quick. The

charges could not be successfully ansvered, and all

that 1t was possible for the Church authoritlies to

do was to arouse the fenaticism of their followers

by charging that those who stood for such e provi-

slon in the Constituticn were trylng to destroy re-

11&101‘:0 e

Article 13 azein abolished the super-privileges, the
fueros, that the clorgy enjoyed, particularly the right of
ecclesiastical courts. These privileges of the Church had
Placed the priesthood completely beyond the civil law and the
Congress declded to root this evil out once end for all.

Realizing that the foundation of eny true democracy must rest
on the basis of universal justlce for all, such privileges had
to be done away with if the alms of the Congress were to be
achieved. Yet the Church objlected most strenuously.

Article 27, desling with the property of the Church

read =8 follows:

"N 1ipious corporations and institutions
of @.rhage'ﬁzr‘gr Sharacte?: denomination, durguigge or
object, nor civil corporations, when Lu:;.dgr'the o
patronage, dlrection or admhaistrationlg_l he I8N
mer, or of ministers of any creed, she.i . ;ﬁ s
cepacity to acquire title to, or admin giat y Eeal
property, other than the buildings imme ¥

2« Ibld., p. 19.
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directly destined to the services or purposes of
seld corporatlons end institutions. Nor shall they

have legel cepacity to acquire or administer loans
made on such real property."3 |

This Article was dlrected at the wealth of the Church
and, of course, hit where it hurt. The wealth of the Church
was one of the chlef pillars, If not the chief pillar, hold-
ing up the power of the Church. The Congress reallzed that
1t had to be curbed if the Church was to be dealt with effect-
ively.

Article 123 dwelt onithe separation of Church and State
and began thus; "The Federal authorities shall have exclusive
power to exercise, in matters of religlous worship and oub=
ward ecclesiestlc forms, such interventlon as by law euthorized.“l*
It was this Article that brought down pontifical wreth in its '
é,reatest sbundence. Speaking particularly of it, but also of
the other /irticles in the Constitutlon of 1857, Pope Pius IX
in a mendate issued at thet time stateds:

Thus vwe meke known to the faith of Mexico, and
to the Catholic universe, that we energetically con

derm every decree that the Nexican Government has
enacted ;.galnst the Cathellc rellglon, egeinst t.hg 8
Church, and her gacred ministers end p_astoi-sinizgatgg
her laws, rights, end property,. end 2lso a,i-),a tzgice_].
authority of this Holy dee., We ralse Our Ponti 23
Voilce with gpostollc freedom before you to goz:ae-vél 4
reprove, and declare null, void, and wilhout any

ue, the said decrees,
enzchbed by the clvil sut
the ccclesiastical authority o
with such injury to the religlon,
tors, and illustrious mei.

nd g1l others which have besen
X horities in such contempt of
£ this Holy See, and

to the sacred pas-—

o Ibid., p. 21.
« Ibhid. s De 22,
. lbid- F) p‘ 12'

3
L
5
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- The passing of this constitution roused the Church to
renewed efforts to overthrow the government. Comonfort came
in for repeated sttacks from the clergy and their followers
and finelly geve wey to the Church céndidu.te for lpresident,
Zuloagn. Juarez was imprisoned but escaped to Guadale jara
and eventvally to Vera Cruz .setting himself up as president
on the besls thet with the resignation of Gomgnf rt, he as
vice-president was supposed to assume controle Here he vwas
recognized by the government of the United States in 1859,

e fect which edded greatly to his prestige. While in Vera

Cruz he ilssued the most devastating blow the Church was to
receive, even thouch at the time he was without any substan-
tiel backing. ¢n July 12, 1859, he put forth a Reform Lew .
stating that 21l the property which the seculer and regular
clergy hed been céministering, no matber of what nature 1t
wes, belonged henceforth to the Republic. There had been

previous offors to repay the Church for its property, bub

o)

with the issuing of these laws Juarez denied them even this.

Because he was in no position to enforce these laws

Juerez could not do much aboub them. He was

Primerily concermed with taking liexico ¢ity which he did on

ing the city he issued the fol=-

lmmediztely

2

Jenuary 11, 1861. Upon enter

lowing statement Lo be found in Gil:

_ st by
The Neform laws are Nov, &8 stated by ;oar <.
spirit, an act of hostility bg the r?léa ionfgg;
fosged by a majority of the "‘9"1";’1& ?‘u]'.leat
being so, they grent to the Chure 01?1 its work
liberty, and leave it free to Carry




in the splrlt and conscience of the pesople} they
separate it from the unworthy influences of poli-
tics and pub an end to that fatzl partnership of
two powers that geve rise to such scandalous sit-
ugblons es thalt the Governments abused the name
of elirlon by oppressing it, and at others by the
clergy's bocening en instrument of dominsticn. The
Government is f:.rmly resolved to carry into effect
the reforms decreed: to introduce them throughout
the Republic end to meke their beneflts felt by
spreeding them over all clssses of soclety, from
those at the top to the most destltute.

With the victorious entry of Juarez into lexico Clty
the clergy declded upon & new plan of attack. Chances. of
overthrowing the government of the great reformer from wlth-
in were meagre, so the clergy immediately set 1o work on.a
plsn to replace it from without. As Ellas put 1%, “The
bringing of a foreign army to MNexlco was thelr answer to the
Reform Laws."(

The Archbishop of lMexico, La Bastida, was 800n to be
found in Paris seeking the ald of the court in his struggle

t0 regein his lost weelth. The Empress Eugenle ves & devout

Catholic and the Emperor himself, Nepoleon IlI, had ambltlons

of building up an empire in Mexlco and Central America, so 1t

: rece, alo
was not difficult to persuade them to send & fo s ng

Y
with the Spanish end the Britlsh to Vera ¢ruze. The latter two

eventually withdrew in April 1862, but Nepoleon ordered his

forces to stay, realizing that the United gtates wes sulffl-

3 the
clently concerned with its own Civil War to overlook for

lionroe Doctrine.

After he had

time being enforcement of the
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conquered the poor end unorgenized Mexican forces, who never=-
theless made e gallent stand at Pueble, Nepoleoh set up the
Catholic Hapsburs, Meximilian, I, Archduke of Austria as Em=-
peror of lexico in 1864. The advent of the French was- duly;

celebrated wilith a Te Deum In the Cethedral, but the spirit

of rejoicing on the part of the clergy wes tc be short lived.
To thelr consternation Maximilian did not abrogete the Reform
Laws but seemed to enforce them instead. ALctually he was fore=
ed into such o nosition because the people by thls time Insist-
ed on it. BSoth he end the Empress, Cerlotia, were awere of the
abuses of the clergy. Speaking of them in e letter to the Em-
presg iucenic, Cerlotbe had said that the clergy "Would with
pleacure abandon its place of honor and its cross, but not 1ts
incomes .S

mximilion proved to be one of the most tregic flgures

T

font

in 21l of history. & victim of circumstences his entire ca=

- o 2
reer in ifexico was merked with tragedy. The cause =OX which

i to T 3 ned even er-
he came to lexico was doomed to feilure before he had even

rived. Speeking of him Zrown wriles:

-J-u
Mexinilian wes not the men to lead such & ror

lorn 8 is ho=~
3l tha nexlcan clergy. To his I
rn hope as that of the e bt [s.‘y‘h : ’

nor be it seid he was not enough

Duke of Alva. He was not drastic enoughe °/e SrEe
fyom the cheos end financlal ruln A 1dh 0 ert:y to
resulted had he retwmed the_OOMiscggetnggipto Dy
the clergy; He did mot intend 9 B2 “SUCEL £o mis
priestly sdviserss but he was e.nxiog desired to u-
side the liberal elementj ond Ronest.y COL 1  seq
nite all partles sbaut himself. _gi.’;é for half meas-
in pleasing nobody. It was now 2 &=

8. G’il’ 92. ci’b', PO 58.
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ures. Both sides wlshed all or nothing; and whan,
too late for hope of success, instead of wilithdraw=:
ing to Iurope, as he started to do, Meximilian threw
himsell unresservedly into the hands of the cleri-
cels.”

(6]
@

By the early part of 1066 Hapoleon saw that hie would
nave uiouble enocugh helding hles own throne without trying to
hold up seversl others besides. Congeguently he withdrew all
of his troops in lexlco, leeaving leximilian alonse, surrounded
only by e few faithful lMexlicans wnom he had gained. This
force proved to be insufflclent to withetend the men under
Juarez, who had never fully ceased to function throughout the

enbire reign of leximilian., The "tinsel Emperor” and hils ar-
ny were trapped at Queretaro and i‘orced 4o surrender in Xay,
1867. Here on the famous hill of Campenas he, the former
dustrien ‘rchdulke, was condemmed on a charge of murder and
brigendece and shot along with two of his genersls, Hiramon
end lie lia.

Juarez entered Mexico City once more in July. 1867, and
from then 1mtil the time of his death in July, 1872, he act=
ively eattempied to corry out his famous Reform Laws., The mo-
nesble orders were supprossed completely and the closing of
nunneries followed shortly. Iuch property which had been
held vnused Ly the Church ves thrown into circulation once
more. For exsmple, o stroet wes pub througn the mein Fran-

5 % ! of
¢lscan monastery in downbtown lexlco City. 4#11 gifis

9. Brown, op. clt., ppe 169-170.
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wealth to an individusl emong the clergy, or %o anyone else
not having received authorization from the Constitutional
government, were declared null and void.

Thus ths reglme of the grest Reformer of Mexlco, Beni-
to Juerez onded wlth a set of conditions almost the exact
opposite of those whlch prevelled when he flrst made hle ep-
pearance. He took the first steps along the path whlch he
hoped would lead to that{complete seperation of Church and
State os we know it in our country. He made seversl mistakes
in hile effort to do away with the evils he saw completely.
¥eny wrilters condemm his spproval of the execubtion of MNaximi-
lien, Tor example, although even in this instence, there are
meny who fecel he acted wisely: For by itl:\%limmated some=
thing whieh wovld have been & constant menzce. The war with
the Church had been one in which no quarter wes glven by ei=
ther perty. (m i%s side of the ledger the Church was gullty
Of such crimes as the brubal assesingtion of Alvareaz, whose
body wee not burded until it had been whipped and his Tamily.

10
nade to pey two thousand pesos for his burlal. In any event

Juares proved o be & men of principle, a men who thoroughly .

oL 4
loved his country and a man wWiOo Was not afreid to take the

lve its most

steps ho saw necessary to help that country =0

difficult problem, the problem of the clergy e

10. Gil, op. clt., De 64




