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been sent to Spain because of some d1f~1cult1es with his aup-
.. 

er1ors. However he had escaped, as be was to do a~in later 

1n Italy and England, and had organized a. group in London to 

come to America and help the insurgents. While 1n London he 

had become particularly associated with a man named Mina·, who 

became the military leader or this &oup. After some time 

1;,hey sailed for Mexico, set up a fort in Tamaulipas, and be­

gan a campaign southward, which, however, also ended 1n defeat 

at Guanajuato in. 1817. 

These are juet a few examples to ~how the prominent part 

play~d by the clergy J·in :the I•rexican \·/a~ for Independence. The 

men mentioned were all of the lower cl.er3.Y, but the higher 

clergy was just as prominent, differing only 1n that they were 

on the other aide, supporting the viceroy~ and the Spaniards. 

This curious state of affairs. continued throughout the War of 

Independence. Thus.Gil: 

When the movement for indep~ndence bega.11, the Cler­
gy, as Alte.mirano asserts, split: the higher and weal­
thler clergy, the~t which enjoyed the most lucrative 
benefices in .. the l~se to1-ms and administered the 
great properties of .the regular monastic institu-
tions declared ass.inst independence from the very_out­
s~t, while the lower Cler51, the village priests, 
those of the col:llltrys1de and of the mountains, the 
friars of certain humble monasteries, sympathized 
,·11th the movement tor independence, and its first 
and most illustrious leaders sprang from that poor 
clergy, who had been 1n close contact with the misery 
o:r the people.2 

Thus the last viceroy~ such as Iturrigaray, Apodaca, and 

2 • G 11, .QR.. ill• , p • 42 • 



.- ---~~~-
26 

olnonoju were all controlled to a large degree by the hierar­

cey of the Catholic Church. l'ha.t these ecclesiastics were not 

primarily interested 1n .. the people_ is testified to by no one 

:J..ess than Father Hidalgo himself'. Sp~alting of them he said, 
II • 
They are Catholics out of policy alone, their God is J.Iammon, 

they avail themselves of religion. itself to drag it do·wn and 

destroy_. it. 11 3 As can be expected ell of the insurgent priests 

were excommunicated. The ed1ct.~.was first issued by the Bishop 

of Michoacan, I,Iiguel Abad y. Queipo, on September 24, 1810, and 

was declal:'ed valid end lawful by the Archbiehop, of Mexico 1n 

the following month. Thia split between the h1.gher and lo,rer 

clergy during the yea.rs of independence is 1n itself an 1nd.1-

ce.t1on of the defects· which were to be found in:. the clerical 

system by this time. And the manner and method 1n which these 

priests were arrested e.nd tried is a.lao a revelation of the 

cor~uptnesa which chs.re.cterized major p~rts of the clergy. As 

Brown tells us: 

Some of the bishop~ me.de themselves ridiculous by 
the numbel."' and violence of their anathemas; s.nd also 
by the 11.. PUS illanimi ty 1n . wi thdra.win(5 the same when­
eve1" the patriots gained control 1n .. the1r Ep1scope.l 
cities. It a.ll uent to show tha.t the clergyJ e.s an 
br5anized body, put the retention ot its potier and 
weal·fih above the independence and prosperity <,f the ~ 
people as a. whole. It waa this attitude which ha.a lea. 
to the freQuent denunc1e.t1on of the Mexican clersy by 
liberal orators as having !brice p~oved themselves 
traitors , to their country. 
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Then in 1820, when the movement for 1ndepelldence was 

aeem1ngJ.y .. quelled, a. surpr.1a1ng developmen~ occurred. The 
. . 

royalist commander .Iturbide, sent to wi~ out the remaining 
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forces . of the la.at ·insurgent leader, Guerrero, Joined -with 

him 4:nstead and both marched on Mexico City and took it on 

Sep.:tember 27, 1821, 1·1hat ca.used this about!""face on· the part 

of' Iturbide? Secret documents show us tode.y tli..at the clergy 

was largely responsible for this move. In 1812 a constitu­

tion ha.d been given to Spain and bar colonies, which had been 

soon set e.side. However, in 1820, it seemed e.s though Ferdi­

nand VII was determined to enforce it and this was intolera­

ble for t,he h ierarchy. li'or 1n this constitution there were 

various clauses which the clergy .. did not like and which they 

considered a n atta ck on-.their authority. This prompted them 

to decide to se·1ze control themselves -and this was to be done 

under the ;Leadership_ of Iturbide. He, 1n t~, finding that 

he was une~ble to clefea.t Guerrero, Joined with him; and then 

returned to. take !{exico City, at le~st. 

Iturbide did wh8.t he could to promote the Church but his 

reign was short. He was overthrown and exiled after a. few 

Y'i3ars by e, new figure on the scene, Santa Anna. Iturbide ma.de 

one more effort to regain his crown. but was captured and exe­

cuted by the same man. It was at this t1n1e that the Church, 

through a stroke of boldness, gamed one of its maJor victo­

ries• Thia was uh.en it · sei,~ed the right of pe.tronase 1n 
1822 

which had formerly. rested 1n the monarchs. 
This patronage was 
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the r1g..h.t of appointment to e,p1scopa.l see a, subject only to 

pa.pal Fvpproval, and held up until now by the King of 5pa1n .. 

After 1ndepenuence was won., the irexioan cler& boldly ste.ted 

t,hat this pa.trone.ae now he.d. reverted to the Church a.nd not to 

the Ohief M..:-ie;istrata of the Ne,r Republic. Hot·rever this bold 

act,ion llni tiv.ted a great deal of discussion en the pa.rt of the 

legislators as to the real position or the Church in tbe state 

and may be said to have been one pf the direct causes for the 

earliest anti-clerical .action taken by eny ·controlling body. 

Thia wa.o the decree of the Congr~ss of Ts.hs.sco, issued on 

February 22, 1829, in which could be seen the first symptons 

of' rebellion. against the powe1" of the clergy. 

In 1833 mo1"e def1ni·~e a.ct1on was. ta.ken. In the highly 
. . 

moderate La·\'r . of October 18, 18:;3 the clergy was ordered to be-

have quietly , e.ncl to leave polit.1ce.l matters a.lone. A bureau 

of PU'i?lic inst.ruction. was es~a.blished 1n that year. Also to 

be noted is the Circule.r of the Ministry of Justice t<th1ch 

stated tha.t the civil obligation to pey tithes. no loll6Gr ex­

isted. These provisions were never ce.rr1ed out to e.:ny.., extent 

however, because Santa Anna intei•fere<.l by !)aBsinB his o,-m Plan 

o-£ CUerne.vaca, devised to protec.t . the cler~ and do a;way ,dth 

Gom'ez _r,in,-.1as., tl1.e e..llt1~ 
the obno2cious rulings given above• <--A 

,. l ~rom the Church 
cler1ceJ. leader, wanted to wraat the ac~ioo 8 ~ 

4.~ particular, but he was squelched by the ever-present Santa 

Anna. Tri..1s me.n, prominent in ¥.e~ice.n history until as late as 

1850 support,ea: the clergy at firut but became 1ncreasins].y in-
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valved in difficulties with them; eapeo1ally over financial 

matters. Oe.lled upon to lead Mexico in the war with the French 

and iatar on with the Uniteq States, Santa Anna applied to the 

0h'1!'ch for various loans with which to carry on the stru85le. 

However, he was e;1 ven only very ame.ll aums, e.nd these oply af­

tetr long a.nd. threatenin5 atf'airs with the higher clerBY. 

In this maimer oond.1 t1ons betw(;)en the cler617 and the 

rest of the r..atio11 c;rew more precarious duril1g t,he years be­

tween the e;e.111ing of independence and the final passing of the 

Lawe of Reform in the late 18SOa. Both branch.as of tlle clergy, 

the secule.r and re(;ule.rt were :ln a most deplorable condition. 

There seemed to be no limit to the licentiousness and ignoran­

ce of the priesthood.. Solicitation on the pert of' the priests 

at confession was considered to be 1:tttle mot'e than normal• 

All spirituality aeem~d to. lia,ve ief~_the church. Because of 

the r1(5hts of primoBen~ture many younser sons of Spanish fami­

lies chose a life in the Church and _thus 1n time all the luc­

~at1ve and e&sy bcnef ices in Mexico came into the l:18.nds of 

these 1rreoponsible men. 

And yet it was not this immorality of the cle:rs.y or the 

laek o:r spirituality which was the me.in issue '"1th the anti­

olorioa. Act~e,lly , it we..s the untold wealth which. they s -&:1·1 

restins in the he.nds of t,he Churcll a.t a time when the govern­

ment neGded it the most. This wealth had been accumu1ated 

e;rad,us.lly over th0 cen·turiea 1.U1til now it f.\JilOunted t9 e. sta.g­

ser,..l'l.3 total. Acoordinr; to Abbe Domenech, one of the prom!-
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nent clerb;Y'men riho ca.me with the l;,rench later on, more th!:.n 

hal..:f of the · productive limd we.a held by religious corpora ­

tions or the cler3Y and the a.:nnus.l revenue Of the Church w~.s 

more than t,wice that of tbe State. .Umost every ono of the 

oruers held numerous estates and property. i'..11 or it was ex­

empt from taxation e.ncl since it was steadily inorea.sing it 

was but a. matter oi' time when the Ohlµ•ch would finally absorb 

all of the worthwhile land to the complete seclunion of aJ.1 

othera.5 

This weal th wae the, 1nuned1a te ce.1.tse then for t,he r1.sine; 

anti-cler:i.cal feeling on the eve or the neu re5ime u.l'lder Jw..rez •­

True, t he clerE,;Y .. ·was corrupt- t]:1..rough a-11<.1 through morally, but 

this d i d not affect the government L"l. such a direct manner as 

the- ei3ht o:f c--.11 these riches before it at a time uh~n it need­

ed such wealth more tht>.n any!,hing else.. .And so the sta.e;e l"ras 

set for the next a.ct, the passing of the Reform Laws of Juarez, 

whioh ·were to take away all this wealth with one bl.ow.· The 

time of r e okonil.15 hs,d come. 

5, 1'1oll, .QE•ill•, P• 133 .. 



~l 

V, The La,.,s of Reform e.nd Benito Jusrez 

Deni to. (Juarez has often been called the l1Iex1ce.n Wash­

inr;ton and :L'Yl mt\.11y respects this is true. He i.a perhap~ the 

first t.ru.ly [;l"a a t leader· to rise out of the ma.aaes of Mexico 

anc1 r es .. lly serve h;is countr-.r. Bor.n. on r.re.rch 21, 1806, 1n. the 

smell villci.ge of Gueletao in oaxa.ca. of lowly , Indian p~rents, 

he we.s r a i sed El..i'nid all the miserable con.di tions or the aver­

age :peon durine.; the Wars· of Inclep~ndence. serving as shepherd 

boy ·for h is uncle 1 s !looks until he was twelve, Juarez . soon 

ahoued h is m&X'ked ability. It is one of the ironies or his- . 

tory ; t he.t he s tudied for the pr.1esthood tor a short time be9!" 

fora he turned ·"o law. In 1834 he was admitted to the bar and 

\'1·aa elected e;overnor of his home state which soon .became one 

or the most :prosperous in t® ~public. Because or his liber­

al views, hoHsvar, he was exiled by . Senta J\nnS. for a - brief 

time to -the United ste.tes. Upon his return during the pres1-

den<;:y of Alvare·z he: became thE) Minister of Finance ,because of 

h1s 6l .. ~at~nt0gr1ty 1n mone9',;'ma.tters and it was 1n this oft1ce 

tl12.t the cle rgy first felt his influence. 

In Novan:iber, 1855; ~Ju~ez secured the enactment or a 

law subjecting the clergy., a.nd the arm, to tha Jurisdiction of 

the ordinary courts. ';L'h1s special privilege of the clergy::. 

a.rid 8*lmy which had been enjoy~ by them fol;' centuries had 

be~n nothing but a. curse onnthe rest 0£ the country. 



cers and men . in the army . coul~ be tried only by courts 

martial and the clergy- only by their ecclesiastical courts. 

A ce.eua.1 reading of the operation of these courts 1.s all 

that is necessary t o sae· why vJuarez .wanted them abolished. 
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Thi s a ction aroused the Church to increased resistance. 

l~lverez we.s forced to give way .. to the leas liberal Comonf'ort 

undex• whom Juru•e.z became vice-president. '£his mo'iTe on the 

part of the Church was . a :futile one, however, because their 

reel f oe, J1.Uj::t'QZ, \·ta.a .stlll on the sce11e. Comonrort than 

called t he Oonat,it,uent, Congress of 1857 in order to form a 

ne1:r Const i t ution f Ol" Mexico after this Ohurch-1nap1red revolt 

aga.ins·l; Alva rez 1n 1856. Desoribi."'18 this Congress Elias 

writes: · 

The constituent congress largely~represent-
ed t h0 31"owin5 liberal sentiment of !,:exico •· It 
was not in any.,·eense opposed to re11e;ion. It did, 
ho1·rever , stand :f'or the l"ight of everyone to ·w?r­
sh ip God according to the dictates of his or n.er 
conscience . I ts membe·r f? had in tJ:l..e vast me,j~~it? 
or ca ses been broug.b.t up in the Qetho11c fa1wi, out 
t hey were opposed to the sfecial priv~leges given 
to t he Catholic H1era.rc111~ 

Tr..e Constitution which these ~en adopted would balldly 

be considered radical to the p~sant-day roader. The first. 

few· Article s eimply,·establiah tti.e ba~ic rights a11d freedom o-£ 

. i ·"' "'ticle 3' for example' be5e.n with every c1 t1zen of l·~ax co. . .... 

1 ..co 8 
11 And it was a.long these 

the statement., !I Instruction s .1.re • 

lines that t he ~ntire constitut,ion was framed. Xet it ,-ras 

· of such Articles a~ num-held anathema by tha ciergy. because 

l. Elias , 2:Q.• .£1!•, P• 16. 
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ber five, which forbade "irrevocable saor1f'1ce of' the lj.bert,: 
-

of man,, whether by reason or labor, education, or religious 

vows• 11 The opposition of the Church to this and other Articles 

was bo.sed a l most ent irely on fanaticism. Elia.a tel.le us that: 

The debc~te upon this question was most 1llum1-
ne..t i ng . Condj.tion,s in the convents. were dealt l'rith 
by t hose "t",ho kn.e1·r whereof they spoke, e.nd some of 
t he sta t ement s s t ung t11e Hierarchy to the quick. The 
chare;es could not be succ~ssfv.lly.,: anawered, and a.11 
·tha t 1 t wa s possible for th0 Church authorities to 
do t"ras t o arouse the i'ans.ticiam of the ir followers 
by charg i ns t hat t hose who stood for such a provi­
s ion i n t he Consti t ution were tryi?lB to destroy re­
l i 0 i on . 2 

A\.rt icle 13 e.3eJ.n abolishecl the supei-·-privile5es., the 

fueros, t h a t t he clergy enjoyec1, p~rticule.rly .. the right of' 

eccles:la.sti cal courts. These privil~ges of the Church bad 

placed t he priesthood completely beyond the civil law and the 

Congress decided. to root this evil out once and for a.11. 

Realiziri..g the.t the fou.YJ.dation of e.ny;:true democracy Jmust rest. 

on,. the be.sis of universal justice for all, such privileges . had 

to be done mw.y with 1:C' the aiDlS of the Congress were to be 

achieved . Yet the Church objected m_ost strenuously• 

, Article 27, dee.ling with tae i~op(;)rty of the Church 

read. e.s follqws: 

11 .1.io relie;ious corporations and 1nat1 t~tions 
of whatever character, denomination, dur~uion or 
object, nor civil corporatior..s, when uml~r the _ 
pa trox1age, d irection .or ad.m1n1otrat1on O- the for 
mer, or of ministers of' 8IlY creed, shall heve legal 
ce.paci ty , to a cquire title to, or administer, real. 
pr operty~ other than the buildings immediately and 



directly destLl'led to the serv19es or purposes of 
es.id corpora tions snd institutions. lior ahall they_ 
have legal capacity to acquire or administer loans 
ma.de on such real prope1,.ty •" 3 

This Article wa s d.:trected e.t the wealth o:f' the Ohurch 
. 
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and, of cov.1,se, h it where 1 t hurt. The '\·real th of the Church 

l'ias one of t he. ch i ef p illars, if not the . chief pillar, hold­

ing up t he pouei" of the Ch.Urch. The Congress realized that 

it had to be curbed if the Church was to be dealt, with ef.f"ect-

1vely • 

. t\rticle 123 dwelt ow·. the separation of Ohurch and State 

and began t hus; "The Federal authorities s~ll have exclusive 

po\·1er. to exer cise, Ll'J. matters of rel1Bloue worship end out-

,1e.rd ecclcs i e.s tic forms, such intervention as by,- law e.uthorj,.zed."4 

It ws.s ·t h i s Ar ticle that bro.ught do,m pontifical ·wrath 1n its 

greatest ·,.bu..nda."'ice . Speaking particularly of it, but also o-r 

the other ":..rticle s in the Constitution. of 1857, Pope Pius L~ 

1n a mand~te i ssu0d at the.t time stated: 

Thus we make kno,,m to the faith of r,~ x1co, and 
to t h.e Ce,th ol i c universe, tl.1at ,.,e ener5et1cally con­
d01!ll1 ev0ry d0cree that the Mexican Government has 
enacted ~3ainst the Cat holic religion, aseinst ihe 
Chur ch and her sacred minist~rs end p~stors, es ?inst 
her l a.;m , l:'i ,.3-llts, and property, ., tmd s.lso a 3e. ins't the 
author ! ty of this Holy .. 5ee. We raise Our Pontifical 
Voice ·wit h anostol1c freedom befol"e you to condezr.n, 
l"eprovG, an cf declare null, void, and w~out eny va.1-
ue , the said c10crees, o..nd all other s which 1i .... o:tve baen 
enac t.ed by the civil authorities 1n such, contempt or 
t,he ecclesia~tical authority of t h is Holy See, and 
w1Jc,;h such i11jury to the reli51on, to the sacred pas-
tors, and i llustr ious men.5 
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The pass1ne; of this constitution roused the Ohuroh to 

renewed e.f'.f'ort.s to overthrow the government. Comonf ort came 

in :.'01" repe e;t,eo. e:lita cks f rom the oler&Y and their followers 

and fina lly ga,re 11ay to the Church candidate tor _president, 

Zuloa3a . Juarez lra s i mp1"ioon¢ but escaped to Guadala.Ja11 e. 

and oventu.ai.ll y to Vero. Cruz .. setting himself up_ as pres-i dent 

on the ba sis t he.t ,-11th the resi511ati.on of Comonfort, he as 

vice-pr e s i dent wti.a supposed to assume control. Here he was 

recoe,.~ized by t he 5overrunent of the United States in 1859, 

e. !'e.c t wh ich e.ilded r,;rea.tly 1;,o hif?· prestie;e. While in Vera 

Cruz, he ~s sued t he most deva.ste.ting blo,·r the Church was to 

l'e c e i ve , even t how;..h e.t ·the· t :tme he \·ra.s without any subatan­

tie.l ha c!-111.c. Cn, tiu l y 12, 1859, he put forth a Reform Law . 

ste.t ~nc t h..at a.lJ. t he px•operty ,-1hich tr..e f3ecular and ree;u1ar 

cle r w had be.en e.d:ra:lnist erin3, no mat:ter of '\'that nature it 

wa.o, bel oJ:1..sed hencef or t h to the Republic. There had been 

previoua o:fi'cr s to repay the Church for its property, but 

\·rith t he i ssutnc;. of these laws Juarez. ~enie4·· t .hem even this. 

Be c2:u.:><? he ,-ras in no position to ent'orce these · la,·rs 

1nunedia tely , Juarez could not do much about them. Ha uas 

prime.rily concel"l'lOO. with :t,ait i?l8 . naxico City which be did on 

J e.nuary 11, 1861. Upon enterint3 the city he issuod the fol-

lowing s ·t a.t eme.nt ·l}o be found in Gil: 

The :8.eform l ~ws are riot, as stated by !'arty -
spirit, an aot of hostility to the r?l15ion~pro 
feoaed by e. majority ·or the Mexicans. 1'~1~!~m 
be i!l..g so they srant to the Church the k 
liberty,' and leave it free to carry on its wor • 



in the spirit .and conscience of the people; they 
~eparat~ it from the unworthy influences of pol1-
ll1cs ana. put an end to that fajl.al partnership or 
two powers that gave riae to such scandalous sit­
ua·t;ion s e.s tl'1e;t t.he Governments abused the name 
o! religion. by oppressing it, and at others by the 
clersy's beccmins an inBtrument of domine.t1on. The 
Government is firmly resolved to carry into effect 
the reforme decreed: to introduce them throuf;b.out 
the R~J?ubli_c and to rue)te their benef its felt by_ 
spread:i.ll5 t nem over all classes . of societ,y, from 
those a t t he top to the most dest itute.6 
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Wi th t he victorious entry of J't1a.rez .into J.i'exico City 

the cler3.Y de cided upon e. new plan of et.ta.ck. Chances. of 

ove 1"t !"..J."0\·1in(S t he government of' the orea.t reformer from w1 th­

in ·were mea.5!'e, so the clere;y immediately set to work on. a: 

PlE..i'l to r e p l e.ce it from ,·rithout. As Elia.o put it, "The 

bringing of a. foreign army to Mexico was their answer to the 

Reform Laws. 117 
' rl'he Arch b ish op of Mexico, La· Ba.stida, was soon to be 

found in Paris seeking the a.id of the court 1n his strusgl.e 

to regain h :ts 10st wealth. The Empress Eugenie we.a e. devout 

Cathol ic an<;i the Et1peror himself, Napoleon III, had ambitions 

of bu1ldin0 up an empire in i~xico and Central Amerioa, ~o it 

was not d i f fict.l.t to persuade them to send a force, along 

with t he Sps..nish and the British to Vara. Cruz. 
The latter t.wo 

eventue.lly w:i. t:bdz•ew in April 1862, but Napoleon or<.1.e1"ed his 

i"orces to stay, ree.lizinB t,hat the united States we.s auff'1-

c1entlv concerned with its own Civil War to overlook :for the .. 
time bein3 enforcement of the 1-ro11roe Doctrine. 

After be had 

6. Gil, .QJ2• ~., P• 67• 
7. EliaR, £a• ill•, P• 29• 
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conquered. the poor and. unorc~1zed Mexican forcen who never-
. ' 

theleas l!lt'.de a f?8'lle.nt otand at l?uebla.·, Ne.poleoh s~.t up the 

Oe.tholic He.psbw:;g, I-raxim:tlia.J1, I, .Arobduk:e of Auat:ria. a.s Em­

peror of 1,rexico in 1864. The advent of the French was · duly; 

celebrated ·with a. 'l'et ~ in the Cathedral, but the spirit 

of rejoic:lnc; on t,he part of ~he clergy- was to be short lived. 

To their conaterne.tion lmx1m111a.n did not abrogate the Reform 

Laws but seemed to enfoJ;•ce them 1netee.d. ~\ctua.lly he wa.s forc­

ed into such a position because the people by this time insist­

ed on it,. Bot,h he and t,he Empress, Carlotte, were a.ware of the 

abuses of the clerr;y. Speakille; of them in e. letter to tbf.> Em­

press .J..u e:,enie , Oe.rlot,-t ~; lw.d. sa id that the cler@' "::Jould with 

pleasure a be1..n:lon its. .. place of 1Jonor and its cross, but 11ot its 

income. 11 8 

1-f.axj,millrui provec1 to be one of the most tl"e.e;ic figures 

1n all of h istory. lf, victim of circum.ste.nces his entire ca­

reel" in, 11:ex:i.co wao 1rw.1"ked with tragedy. The cause f'or ,·,hich 

he came t.o Hexico Nas doomed t.o fe.ilure before he lw.d even ei·-

r1ved. Speak:i.ne; of him Broi·lll ,-,rites: 

t·Je..Xizai lirul 'i"T&6 not the man to lead such 2. hror; -
lorn hope as tl:w.t of the ~~xica.n cl~I'6Y• To 0 -

6 A~: 
1101" be it, said he waa .not enou.(5b. liKe his ~! ;~a.nk 
Du.lee of !.·lv.a. He was -not dre.stic enough. 
:f'1~om t he O cr{a~n e.:nd financial ruin uhichdwould ~!e to 
resultod had he returnec1 tl1e confisc~te p~op~ '! 

"' · -- - · i ... - to be dicte.tr.t1..\ to :-JY . 
the clej:'{5Y; he cud ~iot n1.1ena to wL"l to his 
priestly advisers; but he was eA··,cious _. d t _ 

"' . ' l t • ~"ld honestly des-re o u 
side 1.1he lioera.l e ~men, .' lf Tie t bue succeeded 
nite all parties a.b<llut Jlimee : - t··m~ for half mes.s­
in plea.sing nooody. It was nov e 1

· 

8. Gi~, op. cit., P• 68. 
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ures. Both sides wished e.ll or nothing; a.nd when 
'too late for hop(3 of success, instead of withdraw!. ­
:w."lg to J!~t:trope, o.a h 0 started. to do, Hsz1milia."l t!lrew 
himae~f unreservedly into the l:'uulds of the cleri­
cal s • ., 

By t h0 earl y part of 1866 Napoleon 3a,·1 that he would 

l'J.B..ve t J."oubl e enouS,h holdine; his o,·111 throne without. trying to 

hold up s e ve ral other s beaideo. Consequently he withd1"ew all 

of h 1~a troops i n Kaxico, l eav in{; I:ID.x imilien alone, surrounded 

only by a f et1 f a.ithf'ul r.:rexicana whom he had 5a.ined. '£his 

force provad t o be insuff icient to withstand t,he men under 

J·uarez, who had never f ully ceased to f1.mct ion throughout, tha 

entire rei cn of r-re.:d .mi lian. The ''tinsel Emperor" end his ar­

my \',er e t,:i:•a:pped at (1ucretaro and f orced to Ejurrem:i.el" 1n ~-:ay.; · 

1867. He:r'e on t he f amous 11111 o:r Oan.l];)a.na.B her the former 

Aus'trie.n .. rchdu.lte , i'la.B condemned on a. chers e .of murder Eµid 

'or1e;anda e;e and. shot a long with t,·ro of' his genera.ls, Hira.mon 

Jua.1"ez enter ed Nexioo City once more in .J·u..1y, 1867, and 

from t hen 1.111.t i l t,he time of his death in July, 1872, he e.ct-

1vely _ a t tempt,0 cl to c:3.rry out his famous 1-lef'orm Laws. The mo­

na stic or dors were suppressed completely ·an<.l the closing ot 

nunn~ries f olloued ehor-tly . l.fucJi. property which he.d been 

held ' m1u &Gc1 by t he Cb.u.rch ues th..Y'Own into o1rcu1e.tion once 

Tl'I '· t t thro"f: . ..., the me.in .2ran-..... o1"'e. !i'or ex gmple, a. atrae was. pu "'O""' 

cisca11. monas·iery in d.owntown Hexico Cit,y • iUl Bifta of 

9. Brown, ~· cit., PP• 169-170. 
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weal th to an :l11.c11 vidue.l e.mong the olert.5Y, or to allYOne elae 

not having rece:1-ved author1ze.tion from the ConotitutiollBl 

gove:lm.w.en t, were declo.red null a..'11.d voio . • 

'Thus the ree;im.e of the e;rev.t Ref'orme1" of !-Texico, Beni­

to Jue.rez .ended ,-rlth e. set of co11ditions almost the exact 

opposite of those ,:1h:tch p!'eve.iled when he first made his ap­

pearance . Iie "took. the first stepa along the path ,-;hich h8 

ho:ped would lee.d t,o tha1comp'J_ete sepa.retion of Ohurch and 

Ste.te c.s we lmoi; it in our country. He made several mistakes 

111 hls effort t.o d.o m·cay .. ,dt,h the evilo he sa,·r. completely. 

!( nny ,-rrite1"a conde·mn his approval of the execution of Maximi­

lian , t or exe.:mple, a l1;houel1 even in this instance, there ere 
h,e 

many l'Iho :feel he a cted ,-Tiaely. For by it"'elimineted some-

t h:i.11.g v1h:i.ch would.. have been e.- constant menace. The war w1~ 

the '1hurch he.C:~ ooen 0110 1n Hhich no quarter ue.s g1-v-en by~ ei­

ther pc..rt,y. O.n its side of t,he lec1ger the Church was 5ui.l.ty. 

Of such c~imes es the brutal assaeination of Alvarez, whose 

body 1·w.D not ou.ried. u.i.-,til it ha.d been whipp¢. and his i'amily_ 
10 

ma.de to pe.y t1-m thousand pesos f'or his burial• I11 ~ event 

~uarez proved to be e. nm.11 of principle, e. man who t h orough~"; 

10· v,:,,;d "i . ·t n m""'.Zl •.• -:-.o ··'"8 not afraid. to take the 
'-' _.i. S C01,1J.":.t.X'y an< u = .,...... "~ 

steps he sa·w nece~sary to help. that coun.~ry solve its most 

diff'~cult problam, the ppoolem o! the clere;y. 

lO. Gil, .Q:2• ~., P• 64. 


