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THE RISE OF ANTICLERICALISH IN MEXICO
Introduction

The First Amendment to the Constitution of the United
States of Amerlca states thet "Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of ‘religion." The prominence of
this law indicates its importance in the\eyes of the men who
fremed 1t. They realized thet it was absolutely imperative
to meintain this provision if they were to avoid the bitter
end destructive religlous troubles which plagued the (ld
World. Deprived of their possessions and rights because of
one form of religlous intoleration or another they declded
to come to the New World and set up a government which
would do away with all these difficulties by. completely
severing the Church from the State.

Thus by these few words they set a course which was to
pProve one of their greatest assets. Such was not the case
with all the countries founded in the New World. To the
8outh all the lands settled by Spain begen with an estab-
lished church and usually with provisions that no other re-
ligion wes to be taught. Because of this they were to suf=




fer problems which thelr northern néghbor never hed to face
in such terrible measure.

Such a country was liexico. Conquered by the Catholic
conquistedores and evangelized by the Cathollic Church it was.

goon confronted with the same problem that plagued most of
the 0ld World, namely the eternsl intrigues and plottings of
the secular clergy and the demorzllizing effects of the reg-
ular clergy. ©Smouldering for three centurles it lay seem-
ingly dorment, only to bresk out time and agein in the fol-
lowing century with the greatest violence. The political
result wes the passing of the so-called Religious Laws.
This name cen be misunderstood. Actuslly the Laws have no-
thing to do with religion in the proper meaning of the term.
As Elles tells us, "They have to do with an eccleslastical
establishment =-=- a Church Hierarchy =-- which had misused re-
ligion as a means of bullding up a great temporal POWI‘-"I
Hence it would be improper to call thls paper, the
rige of stheism or anti-religion elements in Mexico. The
revolt came not against religion bub against the corrupt

¢lergy which hod used the closk of religion to further 1ts

Own ends. The same writer, former Consul=-General of Mexlco

in the United States, states the issue clearly thus:

g in each generatlon

Th h e led the force
ose who have I te Church have had

ageinst the temporal power of b

1. Arturo M. Ellas, The lexlcan People and the Church, D3«
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nothing but respect for true religion. It has

been & battle agaeinst those who heve dared to use

the closk of the Christ to hide their greed for

power and earthly riches. It has been a battle to

improve the physical and mental conditlons of the

Mexican people, and thus to glve thelr spiritual

1ife en opportunity -te flower. It has been a bat-

tle ageinst the forces of darkness whosge chlef al-

lies were ignorance and intolerance.2

The Laws were first pessed in 1859. This may lead some
t0 think that the problem did not exist before thls, and to a
certain extent this is true. During the Colonial period, for
example, there was peace, but it wes the peace which ls based
on an zbsolute despotiem. Actually the problem was there fronm
the time the first priests lended with the soldlers of Cortez.

This thesis will treat this problem as objectively as
poseible. It will trace first the historical background out
of which the Religlous Lews came. A clear picture of these
conditions is necessery if one is to appreclate the incldents
which occurred lester. Then it shall consider the revolt 1it-
self and finally the results of the entli-clerical movenent in
Hexico.

The writer would like to gratefully thank Rev. Bernard
Pankow for the many helpful suggestions which he xacelyeR fron
him during his stay in Mexlco Clty; also Rev. Herman leyer,
assistant Executive Secretary of Foreign lilsslons of the .
Luthersn Church - lissouri Synod, for his kind assistance in

providing major source meterisl; also Dr. L. W. Spitz of

20 Elias, 9&. ﬁo, pO 5'




Concordia Seminary for hils excellent suggestions as to pro=-
cedure; end finelly hils mother for preparing the final draft
of the thesis.
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I. Rome and the State

In order to fully appreclate the problem of anticleri-
cellsm in lexico it will be of value to study the institution
and conditlons in the Old World out of which it stemmed. Brief-
ly this was the position of the Roman Catholic Ghurch over a-
gainst the ruling secular powers, the State.

Doctrinally the Roman Church holds that the Pope is the
supreme ruler of both the Church and State as Christ's vicer
here on earth., The first demonstration of this position was
made by Stephen III in 755 when he put on two swords, one on
each side, symbolizing that he held both temporal and spirit=
8l power and crovmed the father of Chalemagne the Great. vhen
the latter wes declared emperor of the old Roman Empire in 800
by Pope Leo III, he declared that ome-tenth of all incomes had
to be given to the Church. And as historical grounds for the
assumption of such power the femous "Decretals of Bishop
Isedore" were brought to light. These false documents were

Bald toqprove that zlreedy as early as the fourth century the

first Christian emporor, Constantine, recognized the supreme

authority of the Roman bishop in all metters of life. But,

it
&8 has been stated, they were undoubtedly forged. It was,

in fine, a fraud intended to autnorize the arrogated power of

an inviolate priest - caste, especially of the bishops; and,

|
|




chief of all, of the Pope."t

This position became-more strongly entrenched as each
succeeding pope assumed more and more power. For example,
John XII crowned Otho.I in 962 as the "King of the Holy Roman
Empire of the Germans"; Hildebrand fofced,celibacy upon his
English clergy in 1073; Adrian IV gave Ireland to King Henry II
in 1156. The acme of pepal presumption was perhaps reached
When Boniface VIII issued the famous bull Unem Ssnctam. Thls
bull, based on & misuse of Luke 22, 38, stated that "both are
in the power of the Church, namely, the spirituel sword and the
temporal. 3But the latter is, indeed, to be wlelded for the
Church; the former, however, by the Church; the one by the Fope,
the other by the hand of kings and soldiers, but by the 1i-
cense and will of the Pope." The encyclical iessued by Pius IX
in 1864, although of e much later date, serves to show the
Church's position alresdy four centurles prior. It lists the
15 following points:

l. It is necessary to salvation that every man
should submit to the Fope., 2. This 18 a necessarz
consequence of the dogme of papel BUPremeCye Js It
condermns the essertion by the State of any power _
over the church property. 4. The temporal power of
Christisn princes @oes not exempt them from obedil-
ence to the head of the Church. 5. The meterisl
sword is drawn for the Church, the spirituel by the
Church. 6. The moterial sword must cooperate wlth
the spiritusl end essist 1t. T. The gsecular power

should be gulded by the spiritual, as the higher.
8. The spiritusl hes the preeminence over the ma=

]
1. L. Fuerbringer, et al., "Pseudo Isedorian Decretals,

Concordia Cyclopedis, p. 627




terial. 9. The temporal power 1s subordinate to the
eccleslasticel, as to the higher. 10, The temporal
power, 1f 1t 1s 554 good, is Judged by the spiritusl.
1l. To ths ecclesiestical authority the words of the
prophet Jeremish apply: "Lo, I have set thee this day
over tho nations and over the kingdoms to root up

eand pull down, and to weste, and to destroy, and to
build, and to plent.” 1l2. When the temporal power
goes astray, 1t 1s Judged by the spiritusl. 13. For
obtaining eternal happliness, each one is reaqulred to
submit to the Pope. 1l4. The supremacy of the Pope,
even in:temporel things, is to be enforced. 15. The
Fope recognizes human guthoritlies in their proper
place, till they 1lilt their will egeinst God ¢4

on this presumptlion thc prelates operated in Zurope

throughout the liiddle Ages snd subsequently. The resdlng of
eny good lhistory book of this period is all that ls necessary
to see how this affected almost every phase of life. HNothing
could be done either politically or economicelly without tak-
ing this position of the pope into consideretion., Thus for ex-
ample, when the dispute srose between the Portuguese end the
Spaniards fg to who would own the lands they might dlscover

the matier was referred to the pope, Alexander VI. On Hey 4,

1493, he issuéd the bull Breve Noverint Unlversd, which de=-
clared that to Spain fell evsrything discovered by her and not
2s yet btaken over by any Christian power up to Christmes Day,
1492, lying west of a line drewn one hundred leagues from the
Azores ond Caps Vorde, and to Portugal everything discovered
east of this line. Certaln gatholic writers essert that this

wes done in order to avoid any serlous conflict which might

2. Th. Engelder, ed., Fopular Symbollocs, pD. 164-165.




arlse between the conquerors over the newly dlscovered lends.
Thls 1s true only partlally for the bull was also issued to
somewhaet help Justify the conquest of and despolilment of the
new continent for other than Jjust the rankest kind of greed-
iness. Consequently this spiritusl baﬁine; was sought out.
Actually such an action wes underteken without eny right and
by men wholly incompetent to judge as can easily be seen by
consulting & map. Gil gives us the consequences of this de-
cision of Alexander.

By virtue of that spurlous concession, the King

ef Spain declered thet the lends and soil of the In-

dles were the property, not of the Spanish Hation,

but of hls own royel estate., There was no law other

than the right of conquest, provisions l1ssued for

the protéction of the Indians remained a dead-letter;

they were illireated by the "encomenderos," who were

monke wilil awore that the soil by itself was worth

nothing without the work of the Indlen laborers, wno
were tled to the lend, who had no rights of any kind
and who were in reality slaves, inexorably bound by

"encomiendes" =nd sllotments.

This incident will serve the reeder as an example of how
this doctrine of the Church worked out in a specific instance.
It showe thet the hierarchy considered itself supreme. And 1t
wee with this definite conviction that the priests set foot on
the shores of Mexico. . The church euthorized Cortez to conquer
the Indions in order to convert them to Christ. This was the
stated resson for the invesion. But Cortez probably came

closer to the resl reason when he told an Aztec chieftain in

3, Emilio Portes Gil, The Conflict Zetween the Sivil
Power and The Clergy, pe 1l.




Vere Oruz: "The Spenlerds are troubled with a disease of the
heart for which gold is e specific remedy." And much of that
gold flowed right back to the church, »Similarly this nixture
of eccleslastlical and secular power caﬁ be seen throughout the
higtory of liexico. It is always in evidence. Zach attempted
to gain the prémascy, The Church, older eand more adept through
experlence, succeeded unguestionably the first three and &
half centuriles. After that its power wes broken. Bubt the
teachings of the Roman Church in regerd to the State still

stend, as absolute todsy as ever.




1i. The Conquest by Hernsn Cortez

In 1493 the first permenent religlous work in the New
Wf;rld. was begun by the Roman Cathiolic Church in Haitl. Bern-
ardo Boll landed at this time with a bend of twelve mission=
aries and built & rude church structure, the first in the new
dlscoveries. This was the beglnning of a progrem of missiona-
fy activity which wals to spreed over mejor portions of both
continents in o matter of Just a few decedes. In 1514 the
first bishopric on the meinlend itself wes created at Darlen
in the Pename isthmus. And only a few years later, 1517 to
be exact, the first work was done in what we now know a8 Hox=
lco. That was the year in which the first expedition left
Cuba to. check on the many febulous reports whic.:h ned reached
the Speniards as to the untold asmounts of gold uhich were to
be found in the country to the west. Thie expedltion Iirsi
touched land et Cepe Catoche on the north-eastern tip of Yu-
caten snd ceptured two Indiens in:the skirmish that followed.
A priest by the name of Alonso Gonzales was with the expedl=~
tion end immediately baptized the two which are reckoned as
the first fruits of Christianity iv kexico. &n account of
this 1s given in the report taken back by the leader of the
expeditiop De Cordobe, to Cuba and which finally reached

Pope Leo X in the 01d World. Subsequent to recelving this re-



port the Bishopric of Yucaten was created by the pope, but
the prelate eppointed never occupled his unconquered See and
it was allowed to lepsse.

The greed for gold did not long lie dorment for in 1518
enother expedition set out for Mexico, but wes driven off by -
the Indlans. However in 1519 the man errived on the scene who
was to completely change the plcture, This was Hernan Cortez,
an adventurous but poor member of the Spanish nobility, who hed
come to the New World, in hopes of gaining a fortune. 7This
highly gifted soldler landed near Vera Cruz and after twe years
of brillisnt flghting conqueréd the stronghold of the Aztec ru=
lers, the islend city of Tenochtitlen, chlefly with the help
of other Indien tribes held in virtual slevery by the cruel Az-
tecs end & strategic use of the meny superstitious beliefs the
Indisns hed sbout a white god which was to return one daye.

During this conquest the clergy plaeyed a prominent role.
Wherever Cortez went the clergy accompanied him. Behind each
conguistador stood a monk enrolled in his service. One, Fray
Bartolomeo de Olmedo, e member of the order of Our Lady of
Mercy, scted as chaplaein for the Spanierds, saying lass for
them before battle, and giving Christian burialrﬁo those that
were killed.ifterwerds we are told that the labors of thils
men did not end with the completion of the Conquest, but that
he remained in lexico in charge of hospitals established there,
and waetched over his indian flocks until hie desth in 1526,

Fray Bertolomeo was either accompenied or followed al-




most immedlately by twelve priests led by a certain Valencia.
These men are sald to have tolled barefoot all the way from
Vera Cruz to lexico Uity where they were received cordially
by Cortez. Browm epeaks of this reception:

“The Conquerers came out to meet the missiona-
ries, and on bended knee bade them welcome to their
field of lzbor, promising them all due homage and
help in thelr srduous work. The scene is supposed
to have impressed the natives wlth a proper idea of
the sanctity and self=-sscrifice, the poverty end
power, of these humble representatives of the Church,
before whom the haughty, conguerors bowed in meek
sub jeatlon,"

Thus the natives ildentified the two often, and not wlith-
out some resson. Brown has this to say of the conguerors:

"They might lead very lmmoral lives; they,?ight
be gullty of averice end untold deeds of crueley‘apd
blocdshed; but they were devoub Catholics, ppheld oy
a strong, if superstitious falth in the rightesousness
of their couse. They were soldlers of the Croas,
fighting in a holy war; and their cereers form the

est chapter of medieval chilvalry.' :

Llready at this time we are confronﬁed with one of the
meny contredictions to be found in Mexicen history, both re=
liglous ond secular. lany of these first missionerie§ wore
- zealous, consecrated men. They were educated and promdoted
educetion. And es evidence Catholie writers point to the U.
of Mexice, one of the eerllest snstitutions of leerning found=-
ed on this continent. Hospltals wero erected in meny places

end in genersl the eerly priests tock the side of the peorle

1. Hubert Browm, Latin America, Ds 664

peinaie-t-Rhtiete v

2. Ibid., D« 73.



over agalnst the cruelty of the soldiers. An example of this
type of prlest is ¥Fray Franclsco Ximenez, the suthor of the
firsp gremmeyr of the Aztec language. Another, Fray Torribio
de Benevente was an eminent chronicler of his age. Yet here
ig where the contradiction enters in. For at the same time
these men were doing these beneflicial deeds, the conquista-
dors completely vitiated them in the minds of thes psons by
their crueliy, seenmingly without rebuke from the priests who
were their companicns.

"For some of the esrly spostolic misslionariles,
the conqguest was & splritusl mlssion. These en-
lightened men, hovwever, are worthy of considera<«
tion, because in spite »f thelr unususl morsl qual-
itles, destiny allotted to them the cruel mission
of carrying out their noble work in the midset of
clerical dlsorder, the dlsorder of that same cler-
gy which, under the pretext of overthrowing the
idols of The Indlesns and of bullding Catholic Church-
es, took paert with the conguerors in the looting
of the towns, and subjected the Indlans to torture
in thelr eagerness to ascertein the vhereabouts of
febulous wealth,."

This set of ccnditions could not but help confuse the

simple Indisns ee they looked upon thelr white conquerorg.

Nor did the manmer in which they were converted help this sit-

wation much. Accounts of thisconversion" provide both start-

ling and sometimes humorous facts. It is a strange but true
fact thet there are an amezing number of similarities between

the old Aztec religion snd the new religion taugnt by the

hdd

missionspice. To mention o few we might consider these. The

3. G'il’ 9.2. cit-’ p. 14'
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use of lncense wes common to both religions. Holy oils and
holy weater were known in Mexico long before the first white
missionaries arrived with them. Penitence and fasting were

not at all uncommon. In fact Gruening says, "They (the Indi-
ans) were lavish with their own blood, shedding not a little

to eppease the infernal thirst of their gods. One cannot hear
wlthout blenching of the penitences which they inflicted on
themselves, either in expiatlon of their sins, or to carry out
worthily their religious festivals." This self-torture was
carrled over directly in the Catholic religion. The wrliter
himself has seen crovns op&horns and scourges which were used
by the nuns of a secret convent discovered as late as 1935 and
such extreme self-flsggelation 1s still common. Confesslon al-
80 was to be found in the old Aztec religlon as also charms,
amulets and scapularies. Something as remote as bells and
ashes even are to be found in both religlons. Gruening states,
"The Aztecs used hells during certein religlous ceremonies.
Ashes were rubbed onto a part of the body on occesions, but in-
8tead of being Ash Wedneday and on. the forehead, 1t was on the
knee of the child shortly after birth."# Nor was the tonsure
unknown. The Aztecs belleved 1n three states in the life here-
after, corresponding to hell, purgatory, and heaven. They had
& sort of canonizetion - women who died in childbirth were 1pso

facto sainted. Perhaps the outstending example of this simil-

4. Ernest Gruening, Mexico and Its Heritage, pp. 231-232.




arity between the two religlons is represented in the Worship
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, patron saint of Mexlico. The shrine
of this great saint 1s located exactly on the site of the an-
clent temple of Tonantzin, patron of the tribe of the Totono-
qui Indlans, end their Goddess of the Earth and Corn. The two
were definltely identifled. Gruening stetes that today yet,
four centuries after the Conquest, he has asked Indiens in the
Mesa Central who Tonantzin is, and received the enswer, "Es la
virgen."? .

And as could be expected the many lesser deitles of the
Aztecs were substituted for the many seints of whom the padres
epoke. In short everything included in the new religion, even
Christ himself, went through a process of Indlenization, so
that the hybrid cen hardly be called Christlanity any more.

The stetistics given in the early chronicles support this
view Af we glance at them briefly. After victory baptism was
cerried out wholesesle. Father Motolinia is quoted by Gruening
thus:

anothan ;8 T2 407%, Tiek by aount fourtoen thoua-

end two hundred and some odd, anointing all with holy
oils, which was no small task for us.

in that period e single priest would 1ln one day v
beptize four, five, and six thousend; end m_Xochaiﬂé =
co in one day two priests more than fifteen thous .

In their effort to include everyone the priests often

5s Ibld., pe 236
6y Ibid., p. 229.
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were decelved, as 1ls borne out in the following:

“#¥the Indlans were accustomed to apply a number of
times for the rite, in order to get each time "2 new
name and a new shirt." The early missionaries, not

i being practlsed in the Indian types, were unable to

4 distinguish one from the other readily, and were thus
often lmposed upon, and beptized the same neophyte
e great number of times.(

Often the Indiens themselves went and begged the prlests
for baptism as a protection against the gongulstedors. Brown
quotes the lMexican historian, General Vicente Riva Palsclo on
this point:

The conquered American, who feared everything,

and rightly, from the hardness of the conquerors,

came to the conclusion that conversion and baptism

were the most powerful shield behind which to protect

themselves from further cruelties., They, therefore,

entered the towns en masse asked the missionary to
beptize them; and in search of the preclous guaran-=
ties of liberty and life.

One of the prominent features of the early, work of the
Roman Church wes its complete destruction of everything that
wes comnected with the old Aztec religlon in eny way possible.
In the early accounts of Bernal Diaz del Castillo as in the
letters of Cortez himself, we are told time end egain that
the alters were overthrown and the temples leveled to the

ground. Usuelly this was followed immediately by. the construc-

tion of s new church on the same site. It is not at a2ll un-

common todey yet to find the remains of the older structures

T. Arthur Howerd Noll, “Mexico: Its Religlous History,” Iho
Shurch Review, LVIII fJul_y, 1890), p. 125.
8. Brown, op. clt., ps 75+
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in the foundatlons of the present bullding. This destruction
was a costly one for later generations The Aztecs hed & con-
sliderable library full of the wrltings of thelr astronomers
and prieste. These codlces were ferreted out and destroyed
with a zeal that mat ches. the destruction of the librery at
Alexandria by the lioors. 5o complete was this destruction
that today we have only scme thirty or foxrty mepuscripts
left.

Thus at the end of the period of the conquest itself a-
round 1530 we might say that the common people, the Indlan
peons, were in a state of confusion as to the clergy more than
anything else. On the one hand they saw the efforts on the
part of some of the clergy to protect them egainst the conquer-
ors, the hospitals and the churches. On the other hand they

saw the cruel conguistedors who supported the priests, they.

saw the ruthless menner in which their old way of life includ-
ing their possessions were handled and the meny hard to under-
stand mysteries of the new religion. Thelr reactlon to all
this mey be cheracterized as & nominal accepting of the new
religion under the pressure of force, an acceptance, modified,
however, by the meny ways in which they clung to their old way

of life and religion.
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III. The Coloniel Period (1521-1821)

Spain ruled kexlco as a colony for almost three hundred
years to the day. Thies period was 1n general the most peace-
ful in the history of lexico. But 1t was the peace which comes
wlth an uncontested absolutism. Juring this time the Spenlards
ruled with an iron hgnd, concerning themselves mostly wlth get-
ting the untold mineral wealth of the land out of the mines.
But this was also the period in which the church gradually
gained that strangle hold on the country, which was to be =0
difficult to throw off in later years.

As was typlecal in the Spanish colonies, the government
of Mexico was headed by a powerful viceroy. These were inveri-
ably men of Spanish nobility and were appointed by the emperor
in Spain. Their quality varied from one extreme to the other.
Some were kind to the Indiens, others were noted for thelr ty-
ranny. In Mexico, as in most Catholic douminated countries,
there were close connections between the politicel and religi-
ous leeders throughout this period. The first wman to occupy
the bishopric of liexico City was Frey Juan de Zumarraga. He
n of all the historical re-
On the

it was who initiated the destructio
cords of the Aztecs mentioned in the previous chapter.

other hand he is also responsible for the first printing press

in the New World.
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Already in these early years the rulers of the church
end state had thelr difficulties with each other, but slmost
alweys the clergy succeeded in gaining its point. Noll tells
us of thies period:

The viﬁiigaal government, adopted in 1535 and
continued the overthrow of the Spanish domin-
lon in 1821, was the suggestion of Zumarrage end
wes generally under ecclesiasstical influence. In
default of a civil ruler, some prelate hes frequent-
ly held the office of viceroy ad interim, and thus
the names of ten prelates appear in the 1list of six-
ty-two viceroys. One of them held the office for
8ix years, and another of them was appointed the
second time. There were some notable instances 1n
which the civil and eccleslagtical authorlties were

at variance, but in each case the victory belonged
to the eccleslastical power.l |

The colonlel period was the time in which the various
orders became Tirmly entrenched. The first order to arrilve
wes the Frenciscan, represented by the twelve priegsts under
Valencis. lonestic houses were built in Texcoco, Tlaxcela,
Huexotzinco, end in the city of Mexico. Zach of these was
the center of an extensive work. The Dominicens quickly fol=
lowed the Franciscens arriving in groups in 1526, 1528, and
1530. Their lesder was Frey Tomes Ortiz and they set up
houses in the city of Mexico, Chimelpcpoca, Coyoacan, Chalco,
and Huaxtepec. Later on they became the leaders of the Holy
Office and in this capecity they achieved thelr greatest
Powsr. The Augusbtiniens arrived in 1533 and the other major
orders followed these from time to time in the 16th century.

These orders were very active at first. The extent of their

l. Noll, op. cit., p. 128,
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missionexry ehterprisea in ¥exlco in the 16th and 17th centur-
les may e pgrasped by glancing et s mep of the country then
knowvn e8 llew Spein. Almost every Spenish neme on such o map
is a religious neme. Very many towns ere named after some
particuler saint. By 1547 they hed become sufficiently estab-
lished %o send missionaries to Floridas and also one to Japan.
The Jesuits arrived in Mexico, in September, 1572.

A1l of the orders were active in building convents, mon-
esterles, and churches. In order to ersct these imposing
structures, however, the forced labor of thousands of Indians
had to be resorted to. Brown speaks thus:

They could use the Indiens in forced labor and
hed the right to inflict corporal punishment. llon-
tufer soys of the Frenciscans that the "Indlans hed
them in such great fear, by reason of the great -
punishments which they inflicted, that some of them
dered not spesk or complain." Another tells of a
beating sdministered by monks, in which the rods were
broken on the Indlan's back. lNendleta says that the
frisrs complsined bitterly when Philip II withdrew
his authority, on the ground that "this people is so
debased thet unless one has over them all suthority
he has none, and if they are not held way under and |
subjected, they cennot be held in subjection at all.
In some cases the law required Indians to travel as
far as twelve leagues to attend services at the mon-
asterles., This was very hard for the sick and fgr
women with little children to care for or carry.

2. - £ +
This forced labor produced some interesting results.

For as one scrutinizes the carvings in end on many of these

buildings it is pogsible to see much heathen symbollsm. The

Indian was forced %o carve and chisel but often he carved end

chiseled something which betrayed his adherance to his old be-

—

2+ Brown, op. e¢lb., p. 88.
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liefs In splte of everything sald or done by the padres.
Stuart Chase glves an instance of this in his description of
e typlcel Catiiclic Church in iexico. Iie mentions that in

front of the doorwey there stood s stone cross whose earms

ended in symbolic Aztec serpents.3 Often the Indlens conceal-
ed ldols of thelr old geds in various niches in the new
churches, in hidden places where the priests could no% fihd
them., Gruenilng hes a pleture of such an example which he took
himself showing that this attitude has persisted throughout
these many yeza.):*s.!"L

The economic results of this forced labor are told us
by Gil:

It nesrly always happoned that he (the Indlen) ves
not paid for his work; ke was either decelved Dby
prowises Tor the life to come or wes oblliged Dby force
te render his services. Lends lay untilled end in-
dustries were not developed. If some_part of the ef=-
fort devoted to the building of churches had been a-
vailable for reelly useful worke, if the figlds had
been culbivated, end bridges end roeds bui%t, Boyasi-
to gein genuine end immedlate economilc results, llex
co would have esheblished her economlc organization
on & sound bagls.o

The number of such monesteries and convents buillt dur-
ing the Coloniayb@riod 1s exceedingly high. During the eleven

Years in which Don Juen Perez de 1a Serns was archbishop, ior

example, some fifteen monasteries, convents, churches, hospl-

tals and chepels were built. The treveller in Mexico today

3 Stuart Chese, lexico, Ps 13
4, Gruening, Op. cit., p. 232,
5 Gil, op. git., pe 21,
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yet is amezed at the number of such structures almost all
bullt during the Colonisl period. The town of Cholula, &
suburb of rueble boasts %65 churches as & tourist sttraction.

Yet 1t does not have en uvnusually lerge population.

The country itself reached 1ts greatest wealth during
the Cclonlal period. The mines produced an unbelievable a-
mount of silver, enough, in fect, to lower the price of sil-~
ver throughout the world. The viceroys lived amid the great-
est splendor and luxury. And the eccleslastics d1d not over-
look this wealth. Already as eaXly as 1531 the Queen wrote to
the ﬁominicans and asked them to moderate thelr expenditures.
With the money thet flowed into ite coffers the Church bought
more end more lend. G11 gives us en indication of as to the
extent of this wealth et the end of the 16th century when he
8tates thot the Jesults alone possessed 123 haclendes, of ﬁhe
enormous ares ususl among great lended estates in colonial
times, lLccurate figures are at a minimum as to what the clergy
actually took in but one report states that under the head of
return from invested cepital alone the archblshop of Hexlco
took in 123,000 pesos & yesr, the archbishop of Puebla 110,000,
and the archbishop of Guadalsjara 90,000 pesos & yeals

Perhaps the.outstandina feature of the Colonial period
was the tribunel of the Inquisition. February 28, 1574 marked
the leunching of the first mejor ettack of this 0ld World in-

stitution in Mexico, which lasted until 1815 when the last not-

eble auto da fe was held which condemned and executed the rev-
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olutionarj priest, lorelos. linor action had been taken as
eerly as 1536 but nothing was done along prominent lines un-
til the Tirst great exhibition of 1574, This wes performed
with a solemnity declered by eyewitnesses to be the equal,
save for the presence of royelty, to that of Velledolid, May
2l, 1559. Leea says some T4 persons were involved, among them
36 Englishmen, the remnsnt of the crew of Sir John Hawkins
which were teken captive near Vera Cruze Desecribing the af-
felr Les writes:

Of these, 3 were for asserting that simple for-
nicetion between the unmerried was no sin; 27 were
Tor bigamys; 2 for blasphemy; 1 for wearing‘prohibi-
ted articles glthough his grendfather had been b&rnt;
2 for propositions; 1 because he had made his wife
confless to him and 36 for Lutheranism, of whom 2,
George Ripley and Marin Cornu were burnt. The Luth-
erens were all Forelgners of verious nat%onalities,
but mostly English, consisting of Hawgin s men., (ne
of these, nemed lMiles Phillivps has left an accognt of
the affair, in which he says that hls compatriots
George Ripley, Peter lomfrie and Cornelius the Ifis§-
men were hwmnt, 60 or 6l were scourged and seat to the
galleys and 7, of whom he was one, were_condemned1to
serve in convents; the wholesale scourging wae. per=
formed the next day, through the accustomed strects,
the culprits being preceded by a criler call}ng O?E
‘'See these English Lutheran dogs, encmies of God: '
wvhile inguisitors and familiars shouted uo}the gxe w6
cutioners "Harder, harder, on these English Lutherans,

The period of greatest activity on the part of the Holy

office were the years from 1575 to 160C. During this time

there were 879 processes. The Indlans themselves were not

genereally included in the actions of the court. One of the

mein ressons for this,especially in the esrlier years was be-

Gs Henry Charies Lea, The Inquisition in the Spanish Lepen-
dencies, pp. 205-206.
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cause the Inaulsltors felt them too low in the scale of humani-
ty to be copsble of the felth. During the 17th century some
1402 victims ceme under the jurisdlction of this institution.

The greet guho general of April 11, 1649, merke the acme of the

Mexicen Inquisition, the ceses hecoming fewer and fewer efter
1660 particularly.

The methods used in the Mexicen version of the Inqulsiti-
on, as in the Spanish, often involved highly ingenlous means
of torture and long prison terms. In meny cases the confisca=
ted goods of the condemned were used as e source of revenue by
both the clergy and the government. The executions themselves
were cerried out meinly in the esstern portion of a park now
known as the Alameds in downtown Mezico City. The headquar+
ters of the Holy Office, with 1Us cells end dungeons,. in which
the gutos were held, still stands end is now the Hedlcel de-
pertment of the Natlonal University.

The Inquisition is also responsible to a large degree
for the gradual decline of culture end educatlon during the
later yoers of the Oolonisl period. In order to keep out
heresy 211 books coming into the couniry were, of course, sub=
Jected to investigation. Thus "everything of the nature of

sclentific progress was an impoésibllity in Hew Spain, be-

: ’ 2d to the
cause any hooks erriving from ebrosd were subjecte

reof
strictest cemsure, end the reeding and circulation there

& b=
Wwere prohiblted, any surreptitlous introduction of same

ing severely punished and any indicatlons 48 SRRaReE I TUROVEhE
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letting themselves at times be seen, being repressed."’

The last notable _gi.t_@_g_ da fe was thet which condemned
the insurgent lesder, lorelos. Father Hidslgo, the priest
vho first sterted the fight for independence, hed been ep=-
prehended snd executed seversl years prior to this. FHowever
he wos not condemned by the Holy O0ffice. This indicates thet
by this time it was nothing more than a shadow of what it had
once been and even its dealings with ilorelos were 1little more
than o show of formelity. With his execution on December 22,
1815 we may say the office of the Inquisition died also, 1its
power gone. The royal decree of liarch 9, 1820 was the final
deathblow,

llevertheless the Inguisitlon had served its purpose.
Through it the enormous power of the clergy wes establlshed
more firmly then ever. And thet is the most prominent fea=
ture of the Colonial pericd as far as the clergy is concern-
ed, During these years of unrestricted freedom and power the
priests groduslly essumed complete control of the life end
thought of the country. Eecleslastical dominence 1s the key-
word. f{hrough censorship they achieved a despotism over the

‘ Th : ; wever be-=
country's entire thinking., Their renks increased ae !

fore, to such an extont, in fact, theb Ferdinend VII was com=

pelled to decreec in 1754 that no one could enter the religlous

orders For the next ten yoars. There wes 1o open reslstance

to the clergy to amount to anything. Anything that even resem-=

i t and
bled this was deslt with summarily, bub the stage was =€

Te Gi]’tz’ op. g_i_tl_o, De 25.
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with the coming of independence and free thought through the

revolution the long struggle with the clergy begen.
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IV. The Wars of Independence and the Followlng Years

On Zeptember 16, 1810, in the early morning hours, the
peons of the small village of Dolores in the State of Guana-
Juato were awakened by the ringing of the bells belonging to
the parish of San Miguel. In itself this was an insignifi-
cent act but with it the lowly parish priest, Father Hidalgo
initiated the movement which was eventually to bring inde-
pendence to lMexlco. Hidelgo was a native creole priest, ra-
ther old, but intelligent, who at one time had held the rec-
torship of the university of Morelia. It was this man, to-
gether with a young army officer named Allende, who gathered
the first group of Indians and marched against the rich min-
ing town of Guanajuato. laking the famed virgin of Guadalupe
their protectrees this army, actuglly more & rebble then army,
was at first eminently victorious, only to fall eventually in=
t0 a royalist trap in the North. Hidalgo, along with varlous
other sympathetlc ecclesiastics wag executed in Durango on
June 30, 1811. This phase of the war was different from those
which followed in thet both sides staunchly maintained that
they were the loyel followers of Ferdinand VIl. Hidalgo al-

ways considered himself as such and meant only to reform the

exlisting government, if this wae possible.

The next prominent leader however realized from the be-
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glming that a break with the peninsule was the only solution
to Mexico's problems. This was Morelos, a priest from the
Mexcala country.l Born in 1765 he had taken his Bachelor of
Arts degree from the University of Mexico in 1795 and had
subsequently become more and more interested in the political
scene, After Hidalgo had been executed liorelos assumed lead-
ership and continued the struggle. As wlth Hidalgo he was
very successful at first taking many important towns such as
Oaxeca, Chilpancingo, and Cuernavaca. However he allowed him-
self to be encircled inexplicably in the town of Cuasutla where
he lost meny of his men. He recovered from this set back, how-
ever, and later ocaptured such citles as Tehuacan, Orilzebs, and
Acapulco. Bub his. forces had been so decimated by this time
thet he too was eventually captured by the loyallst forces
under Calleje and executed in 1815 as described in the pre-

cedlng chapter.

Two other prlests also deserve mention here, The one 1s

Father lMatemores. This man was & general in the army of Hore-

los and helped him a great deal in his work. He was captured

in the engagement at Horelia: and executed there.
a member of the Dominican order.

The other

ecclesiastic is Father ller,

Mier wes & man of considersble culture, perhaps more so than

the other men mentioned so far. Al an eerlier date he had.

/ x ther of several child=-
1. lMorelos, self-admittedly, was theigatrial, b

ren. This fact was brought out at b
ered only in passing.
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been sent to Speln because of some difficulties with his sup-
eriors. However he had escaped, as he was to do again later
in Italy end England, and had organized 2 group in London to
come to America and help the insurgents. While in London he
had become particularly assoclated with 2 man named Mina, who
became the militery lesder of this group. After some time
they sailed for lMexico, set up a fort in Tamaulipas, and be-
gan a campaign southwerd, which, however, also ended in defeat
et Guansjuato in 1817. :

These are just a few examples to ghow the prominent part
played by the clergy in the lMexican War for Independence. The
men mentioned were all of the lower clergy, but the higher
clergy was just as prominent, differing only in that they were
on the other side, supporting the viceroys and the Spaniardse.
This curious stete of affeirs. continued throughout the War of
Independence. Thus Gil:

When the movement for independence began, the Cler-
gy, a8 Altemirano asserts, spllti the higher and weal-
thier clergy, thet which enjoyed the most lucratilve
benefices in the large tovms and adminietered the
great properties of the regular monastic institu- e
tions declared against independence from thg viry,ou
set, while the lower Clergy, the village Pines :ﬁe
those of the countryside end of the mounte tﬁi =
friars of certein humble monagteries, sympe figet
with the movement for independence, and 1lts 8

that poor
end most illustrious leaders sprang from
clergy, who had been in close contact with the misery

of the people.

Apodaca, and

Thus the last viceroys such as Iturrigaray,

2¢ Gil, op. cit., pe 42.
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0'Dono Ju were all controlled to a large degree by the hierar-
chy of the Catholic Church. That these ecclesiastics were not
primarily interested in the people 1s testified to by no one
less than Feather Hidalgo himself. Speaking of them he saild,
"They are Cathollcs out of policy alone, their God is lemmon,
they avall themselves of religlon ltself to dreg 1t down and
dest.roy.it."3 4g cen be expected all of the lnsurgent priests
were excommunicated. The edict was first issued by the Bishop
of Michoacan, liiguel Abad ¥ Queipo, on September 24, 1810, and
was declared valld and lawful by the Archbishop of Nexico in
the following monthe. This split between the higher and lower
clergy during the years of independence 1s in itself an indi-
cetion of the defects which were to be found in.the clerical
system by this time. And the manner and methodr in which these
prieste were arrested end tried is also a revelation of the
corruptness which cherectorized major parts of the clergy. As

Browvn tells us:

Some of the bishops mede thomselves ridiculous by
the number snd violence of thelr enathemas; end g.}sg
by their pusillanimity in withdrewing the same W ;.1
ever the patriots gained control in their Eplscopa
cities. It all went to show thab the clersys e.;lgn
organized body, put the retention of its powerf ol
wealth above the Mdepen&engleli gngtgigiggrigg cg DR

eople as a whole. It wad
go I‘r?he frequent denunclation of the Hexichag cﬁ;‘g{g by
liberel orators as having Iillr'ice proved thems

traitors. to thelr countrye.

3+ Ibid., p. 43.
4e Brown, op. cib., Dps 154-155
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Then in 1820, when the movement for independence was
seemingly quelled, a surprising development occurred, The
royelist commender Iturblde, sent to wipe out the remaining
forces of the last insurgent lesder, Guerrero, Joined with
him instead and both marched on MHexlco Clty and took it on
September 27, 1821, Vhat caﬁaed this zbout=face on the part
of Iturbide? DSecret documents show us todey that the clergy
was lergely responsible for this move. In 1812 e.- constitu=-
tion hed been given to Spein and her colonies, which had been
soon set asslde., However, in 1820, it seemed as though Ferdi-
nand VII was determined to enforce it and this was intolera-
ble for the hierarchy. For in this constitutlon there were
verious clauses vhilch the clergy did not like and which they
considered an abtack on their authority. Thls prompted them
to decide to seize control themselves and this was to be done
under the leedership of Iturbide. He, in tumm, finding that
he was unsble to defeat Guerrero, joined with him, and then
returned to take Mexico Clty, at least.

Tturbide did whet he could to promote the Church but hils
reign was short. He was overthrown end exiled after a few
Years by a new figure on the scene, Santa Anna, Iturbide made
one more effort to regain his crown but was ceptured and exe=
cuted by the same men. It was at this time that the GariEes
through s stroke of boldness, gained one of 1ts major FEOhAR

rieés. This wes when it 'seized the right of patronage in 1822

nage was
which had formerly rested in the monarchs. This patronag
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the right of eppointment to egpiscopal sees, subject only to
papal espproval, and held up until now by the King of Spain.
After Independence was won, the Mexlcan clergy boldly stated
that thls patronage now had reverted to the Church sand not to
the Chief Magistrate of the New Republic. However this bhold
acbtlon initisted a great deal of discussion cn the part of the
leglslators as to the real position of the Church in the State
end may be sald to have been one of the direct ceuses for the
earliest anti-clerical action teken by any controlling bodye.
This was the decree of the Congress of Tebasco, issued on
February 22, 1829, in which could be seen the first symptons
of rebellion against the power of the clergy.

In 1833 more definite action was teken. In the highly
moderate Law of October 18, 1833 the clergy was ordered to be-
heve quietly and to leave pollticel matters alone « A bureau
of public instruction was established in that years Also to
be noted is the Circulsr of the Ministry of Justlce which
stated thet the civil obligetion to pey tithes no longoer ex=
lsted. These provisions were never cerried out to eny extent
however, beceuse Sente Amna interfered by passing his own Flen
of Cuernevace, devised to protect the clergy and do awey with
the obnoxious rulings given above. Gomez Feries, the enti=
clérical leader, wented to wrest the schools from the Church
In perticular, but he wes squelched by the ever-present Santa

Avna,  This men, prominent in Mexicen history until as late as

in-
1850 supported the clergy at first but became increesingly
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volved in 4lfflcultles with them, especially over financisl
metters. Cealled upon to lead lexico in the war with the French
and later on with the Unlted States, Santa Amna applied to the
Church for varlous loans with which to carry on the struggle.
However, he was glven only very smell sums, and these only af-
ter long and threatening affalrs with the higher clergy.

In this manmer conditions vetween the clergy and the
rest of the natlon grew more precerious during the yeers be-
tween the geining of independence and the final passing of the
Lawe of Reform in the late 1850s. Both branches of the clergy,
the secular and reguler, were in a most deplorable condition.

There seemed to be no limit to the licentiousness and ignoren-

-

ce of the priesthood. Solicitation on the pert of the priests
et confespion was considered to be little more than normel.
All spirituvality seemed to have left ths church. Because ol
the rights of primogeniture meny younger sons of Spenish faml=

lies chose 2 1life in the Church and thus in time all the luc~

retive and essy benefices ln Mexlco came into the hands of

these irresponcible men.

ind yet it was not this immorality of the clergy or the

lack of spirituslity which wes the mein issue with the anti-

clerics,. Actﬁally, 1t was the untold wealth which they saw

resting in the hends of the ¢hurch at & time when the govern-=

ment needed 1t the most. This wealth had been accunulated

gradually over the centuries until now 1t smounted to a stag-

the promi-
gering totel. According to Abbe Domenech, One of




nent clergymen who came with the French leater on, more than
helf of the productive land wes held by religicus corpora=
tions or the clergy and the ennuel revenue of the Church was
more than twice that of the 3tate. Almost every one of the
orders held numerous estates and property. A1l of 1% Wwas ex-
empt from taxation end since it was steadily lnoreasing it
was but & matter of time when the Church would finally absorb
all of the worthwhile land to the complete seclusion of all
others.>

This wealth was the immediate cause then for the rising
enti-clerical feeling on the eve of the new regime under Juarez.
True, the clergy was corrupt through end through morslly, but
this did not affect the government in such & dlrect manner as
the sight of 21l these riches before it at & time when it need-
ed such wealth more then enything else. And so the sitage was
set for the next scht, the paseing of the Reform Laws of Juaresz,
which were to teke away all this wealth with ons blowe The

time of reckoning hed come.

5e Noll, op.cite, De 133




Ve The Lews of Reform and Benito Juarez

Benito Juarez has often been called the Mexicen Wash-
Ington and In meny respects this ls true. He 1s pernaps the
first truly great leader to rise out of the masses of Mexico
end reslly serve his country. Borm on March 21, 1806, in the
small village of Gueletao in Oaxé.ca of levly Indlan parents,
he was raised amid all the miserable conditions of the aver-
age peon during the Wars of Independence. Serving as shepherd
boy for his uncle's flocks until he wae twelve, Juarez soon
showed his marlked sbility. It 1s one of the ironies of his-.
tory thet he studied for the priesthood for & short time be-
fore he turned to lawe In 1834 ho was admitted to the bar and

was clected governor of his home state which soon became one

of the most prosperous in the Republic. 3Decause of his liber=-

al views, however, he was exiled by Senta Arma for & brief
time to the Unlted States. Upon his return during the presi-

dency of Alvarez he became the Minister of Finance because of

his al"éat\integrity 11 money matters snd it was in this office

that the clergy first felt his influence.

In November, 1855, Jusrez secursd the ensctment of a
the army to the Jurisdiction of

ge of the clergy

lavw subjecting the clergy. end
the Ol'dinary courts. This speclal privile

. ] : had
and apmy which had been enjoyed by them for centurles

° Oﬁi-
been nothing but & curse on;the rest of the country




32

cers end men in the army could be tried only by courts
mertiel and the clergy only by thelr ecclesiasticel courts.
A casual readlng of the operation of these courts is all
that 1ls necessary to see why Juarez wented them abolished.

This action aroused the Church to Increassd resistence.
Llverez vwes forced to glve way to the less liberal Comonfort
undeyr wihom Juarez beceme vice-president. This move on the
part of the Church was a futile one, however, because thelr
reel foe, Jugrez, was still on the scene. Comonfort then
called the Constituent Congress of 1857 in order to form a
new Constitutlon for lMexico after this Church-inspired revolt
againgt Alvarez in 1856. Describing this Congress Ellas
writes:

The Conetituent Congress largely. repr esen‘b;

ed the growing libersl sentiment of »:exico..I I?:Lcl

wee not in sny sense opposed Lo religion.dh v C-_ ’

hovever, stand for the right of everyone 1o wWhr

ship God according to the dictates of hls or 1€

consclence. Ihs members had in the vast me, Jority <

of ceses been brought up in the Cathollc falta, bu

they were opposed to the s;iecial privileges glven
to the Cestholilc Hierarchys

men edopted would hagdly
The first

The Consbitutlon which these

be considered redicel to the present-day reader.

few Articles simply establish the basic righis end freedom of

a th
every citizen of Mexico. Article 3, for example, begen wi

5 these
the statement, "Instruction ls free.” And it was along

e a
lines that the entire constitutlon was framed. Yeb 1t wa

held anathems by the clergy because of such Artlcles ag num-

1., Eliss, 92. cibey Do 16.
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ber five, whlch forbade "irrévocable sacrifice of the liberty
of man, whether by reason of labor, education, or religious
vows." The opposition of the Church to this and other Articles
was based almost entlrely on fensticism. ZEliles tells us that:
The debete upon this question was most illumi-

netinge Conditions in the convents were dealt with

by those who knew wherecof they epoke, end some of

the statements stung the Hierarchy to the quick. The

charges could not be successfully ansvered, and all

that 1t was possible for the Church authoritlies to

do was to arouse the fenaticism of their followers

by charging that those who stood for such e provi-

slon in the Constituticn were trylng to destroy re-

11&101‘:0 e

Article 13 azein abolished the super-privileges, the
fueros, that the clorgy enjoyed, particularly the right of
ecclesiastical courts. These privileges of the Church had
Placed the priesthood completely beyond the civil law and the
Congress declded to root this evil out once end for all.

Realizing that the foundation of eny true democracy must rest
on the basis of universal justlce for all, such privileges had
to be done away with if the alms of the Congress were to be
achieved. Yet the Church objlected most strenuously.

Article 27, desling with the property of the Church

read =8 follows:

"N 1ipious corporations and institutions
of @.rhage'ﬁzr‘gr Sharacte?: denomination, durguigge or
object, nor civil corporations, when Lu:;.dgr'the o
patronage, dlrection or admhaistrationlg_l he I8N
mer, or of ministers of any creed, she.i . ;ﬁ s
cepacity to acquire title to, or admin giat y Eeal
property, other than the buildings imme ¥

2« Ibld., p. 19.
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directly destined to the services or purposes of
seld corporatlons end institutions. Nor shall they

have legel cepacity to acquire or administer loans
made on such real property."3 |

This Article was dlrected at the wealth of the Church
and, of course, hit where it hurt. The wealth of the Church
was one of the chlef pillars, If not the chief pillar, hold-
ing up the power of the Church. The Congress reallzed that
1t had to be curbed if the Church was to be dealt with effect-
ively.

Article 123 dwelt onithe separation of Church and State
and began thus; "The Federal authorities shall have exclusive
power to exercise, in matters of religlous worship and oub=
ward ecclesiestlc forms, such interventlon as by law euthorized.“l*
It was this Article that brought down pontifical wreth in its '
é,reatest sbundence. Speaking particularly of it, but also of
the other /irticles in the Constitutlon of 1857, Pope Pius IX
in a mendate issued at thet time stateds:

Thus vwe meke known to the faith of Mexico, and
to the Catholic universe, that we energetically con

derm every decree that the Nexican Government has
enacted ;.galnst the Cathellc rellglon, egeinst t.hg 8
Church, and her gacred ministers end p_astoi-sinizgatgg
her laws, rights, end property,. end 2lso a,i-),a tzgice_].
authority of this Holy dee., We ralse Our Ponti 23
Voilce with gpostollc freedom before you to goz:ae-vél 4
reprove, and declare null, void, and wilhout any

ue, the said decrees,
enzchbed by the clvil sut
the ccclesiastical authority o
with such injury to the religlon,
tors, and illustrious mei.

nd g1l others which have besen
X horities in such contempt of
£ this Holy See, and

to the sacred pas-—

o Ibid., p. 21.
« Ibhid. s De 22,
. lbid- F) p‘ 12'
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- The passing of this constitution roused the Church to
renewed efforts to overthrow the government. Comonfort came
in for repeated sttacks from the clergy and their followers
and finelly geve wey to the Church céndidu.te for lpresident,
Zuloagn. Juarez was imprisoned but escaped to Guadale jara
and eventvally to Vera Cruz .setting himself up as president
on the besls thet with the resignation of Gomgnf rt, he as
vice-president was supposed to assume controle Here he vwas
recognized by the government of the United States in 1859,

e fect which edded greatly to his prestige. While in Vera

Cruz he ilssued the most devastating blow the Church was to
receive, even thouch at the time he was without any substan-
tiel backing. ¢n July 12, 1859, he put forth a Reform Lew .
stating that 21l the property which the seculer and regular
clergy hed been céministering, no matber of what nature 1t
wes, belonged henceforth to the Republic. There had been

previous offors to repay the Church for its property, bub

o)

with the issuing of these laws Juarez denied them even this.

Because he was in no position to enforce these laws

Juerez could not do much aboub them. He was

Primerily concermed with taking liexico ¢ity which he did on

ing the city he issued the fol=-

lmmediztely

2

Jenuary 11, 1861. Upon enter

lowing statement Lo be found in Gil:

_ st by
The Neform laws are Nov, &8 stated by ;oar <.
spirit, an act of hostility bg the r?léa ionfgg;
fosged by a majority of the "‘9"1";’1& ?‘u]'.leat
being so, they grent to the Chure 01?1 its work
liberty, and leave it free to Carry




in the splrlt and conscience of the pesople} they
separate it from the unworthy influences of poli-
tics and pub an end to that fatzl partnership of
two powers that geve rise to such scandalous sit-
ugblons es thalt the Governments abused the name
of elirlon by oppressing it, and at others by the
clergy's bocening en instrument of dominsticn. The
Government is f:.rmly resolved to carry into effect
the reforms decreed: to introduce them throughout
the Republic end to meke their beneflts felt by
spreeding them over all clssses of soclety, from
those at the top to the most destltute.

With the victorious entry of Juarez into lexico Clty
the clergy declded upon & new plan of attack. Chances. of
overthrowing the government of the great reformer from wlth-
in were meagre, so the clergy immediately set 1o work on.a
plsn to replace it from without. As Ellas put 1%, “The
bringing of a foreign army to MNexlco was thelr answer to the
Reform Laws."(

The Archbishop of lMexico, La Bastida, was 800n to be
found in Paris seeking the ald of the court in his struggle

t0 regein his lost weelth. The Empress Eugenle ves & devout

Catholic and the Emperor himself, Nepoleon IlI, had ambltlons

of building up an empire in Mexlco and Central America, so 1t

: rece, alo
was not difficult to persuade them to send & fo s ng

Y
with the Spanish end the Britlsh to Vera ¢ruze. The latter two

eventually withdrew in April 1862, but Nepoleon ordered his

forces to stay, realizing that the United gtates wes sulffl-

3 the
clently concerned with its own Civil War to overlook for

lionroe Doctrine.

After he had

time being enforcement of the
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conquered the poor end unorgenized Mexican forces, who never=-
theless made e gallent stand at Pueble, Nepoleoh set up the
Catholic Hapsburs, Meximilian, I, Archduke of Austria as Em=-
peror of lexico in 1864. The advent of the French was- duly;

celebrated wilith a Te Deum In the Cethedral, but the spirit

of rejoicing on the part of the clergy wes tc be short lived.
To thelr consternation Maximilian did not abrogete the Reform
Laws but seemed to enforce them instead. ALctually he was fore=
ed into such o nosition because the people by thls time Insist-
ed on it. BSoth he end the Empress, Cerlotia, were awere of the
abuses of the clergy. Speaking of them in e letter to the Em-
presg iucenic, Cerlotbe had said that the clergy "Would with
pleacure abandon its place of honor and its cross, but not 1ts
incomes .S

mximilion proved to be one of the most tregic flgures

T

font

in 21l of history. & victim of circumstences his entire ca=

- o 2
reer in ifexico was merked with tragedy. The cause =OX which

i to T 3 ned even er-
he came to lexico was doomed to feilure before he had even

rived. Speeking of him Zrown wriles:

-J-u
Mexinilian wes not the men to lead such & ror

lorn 8 is ho=~
3l tha nexlcan clergy. To his I
rn hope as that of the e bt [s.‘y‘h : ’

nor be it seid he was not enough

Duke of Alva. He was not drastic enoughe °/e SrEe
fyom the cheos end financlal ruln A 1dh 0 ert:y to
resulted had he retwmed the_OOMiscggetnggipto Dy
the clergy; He did mot intend 9 B2 “SUCEL £o mis
priestly sdviserss but he was e.nxiog desired to u-
side the liberal elementj ond Ronest.y COL 1  seq
nite all partles sbaut himself. _gi.’;é for half meas-
in pleasing nobody. It was now 2 &=

8. G’il’ 92. ci’b', PO 58.
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ures. Both sides wlshed all or nothing; and whan,
too late for hope of success, instead of wilithdraw=:
ing to Iurope, as he started to do, Meximilian threw
himsell unresservedly into the hands of the cleri-
cels.”

(6]
@

By the early part of 1066 Hapoleon saw that hie would
nave uiouble enocugh helding hles own throne without trying to
hold up seversl others besides. Congeguently he withdrew all
of his troops in lexlco, leeaving leximilian alonse, surrounded
only by e few faithful lMexlicans wnom he had gained. This
force proved to be insufflclent to withetend the men under
Juarez, who had never fully ceased to function throughout the

enbire reign of leximilian., The "tinsel Emperor” and hils ar-
ny were trapped at Queretaro and i‘orced 4o surrender in Xay,
1867. Here on the famous hill of Campenas he, the former
dustrien ‘rchdulke, was condemmed on a charge of murder and
brigendece and shot along with two of his genersls, Hiramon
end lie lia.

Juarez entered Mexico City once more in July. 1867, and
from then 1mtil the time of his death in July, 1872, he act=
ively eattempied to corry out his famous Reform Laws., The mo-
nesble orders were supprossed completely and the closing of
nunneries followed shortly. Iuch property which had been
held vnused Ly the Church ves thrown into circulation once
more. For exsmple, o stroet wes pub througn the mein Fran-

5 % ! of
¢lscan monastery in downbtown lexlco City. 4#11 gifis

9. Brown, op. clt., ppe 169-170.
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wealth to an individusl emong the clergy, or %o anyone else
not having received authorization from the Constitutional
government, were declared null and void.

Thus ths reglme of the grest Reformer of Mexlco, Beni-
to Juerez onded wlth a set of conditions almost the exact
opposite of those whlch prevelled when he flrst made hle ep-
pearance. He took the first steps along the path whlch he
hoped would lead to that{complete seperation of Church and
State os we know it in our country. He made seversl mistakes
in hile effort to do away with the evils he saw completely.
¥eny wrilters condemm his spproval of the execubtion of MNaximi-
lien, Tor example, although even in this instence, there are
meny who fecel he acted wisely: For by itl:\%limmated some=
thing whieh wovld have been & constant menzce. The war with
the Church had been one in which no quarter wes glven by ei=
ther perty. (m i%s side of the ledger the Church was gullty
Of such crimes as the brubal assesingtion of Alvareaz, whose
body wee not burded until it had been whipped and his Tamily.

10
nade to pey two thousand pesos for his burlal. In any event

Juares proved o be & men of principle, a men who thoroughly .

oL 4
loved his country and a man wWiOo Was not afreid to take the

lve its most

steps ho saw necessary to help that country =0

difficult problem, the problem of the clergy e

10. Gil, op. clt., De 64
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VI. Diaz' Regime (1876-1910)

When Juarez dled on July 18, 1872 he wes succeeded by
his vice-president, Sebastisn Lerdo De Te Jada, who contin-
ued the work begun by Jusrez over ageinst the clergy. In
1874 the Reform Laws of 1859 were issued once more in a
more definite and emplified form. Elilas gives us e resume

of these:

No religious celebrations could be recognized
officially, and therefore no holidays were autho-
rized except those which had as their object the
celebration of civil events.

Sundays were designated as days of rest.

Religious instruction and the practices of any
creed were forbldden in public establishments -and
i1t was ordered that the principles of morality be
teught in the schools without their reference to
any particular religion.

Religious escte or ceremonies must be confined
to the interior of churches, and ministers of reli-
glon must confine thelr wearing of distinctive or
characteristic robes to the same place.

Ringing of bells was: li?i‘bed to a call to the

exrformance of religious acts.
i As soon as a chﬁrch was lmown to have been used
for other purposes than those of religlon, it was
to be closed.

Legacies made in favor of ministers or of per-

, where the minister had
sons who dwelt with them, in his last

&lven spiritusl help to the testator
s8lckness, or acted as his confessor, were declered

null and void
Minis’oera...oould not enjoy any privileges. which

would distinguish them before the law from other

cltizens.
' All meetings taking place 1n churches must be
bublic. gifts, which

The right of receiving alms or
had previously been defined, was amp

lified in the
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in the Reform Laws of 1874, 1
Marrlege was agein declared a civil contract.

The reaction of the Church over ageinst these were a
series of pastoral letters from the verious bishops and arch-
bishops whilch decreed that all those who would take the oath
of allegiance to these laws would be excommunicated. These
were followed by various uprisings, usually led by priests,
in the States of Nichoacan and Mexico. BSpeaking of these
rebels, Gil tells us that:

The rebels who were known by the nick-name

of "Cristeros" attacked defenseless villages .

murdering, violating and sacking and the atro-

citles they committed reasched to such a point

thet at Angangueo they captured the HMayor, tarred

him and set fire to him, merely because he

sworn allegience to the Constitution; at Zlinaca=

tepec they murdered the public employees who had

also sworn their sllegilance substituting them Dy,

others who had not done s0.

One of the men who led & number of the uprisings which
followed the passing of these levws was Porfirio Diaz. Born
in Oaxace, September 15, 1830, he had been on:the military
Scene ever since 1848, helping in the strugeles both REAIES

the United Stetes and France. He had esplred to the presi-

dential office elready during the time of Juarez end after

an unsuccessful sttempt in 1872 he finally. gained his object-

tive in 1876. As can be suspected he was. supported by the
ced itself perticularly at this

epers which appeared in
open in avowing

clergy. This support eviden
time in the number of Catholic newsp

favor of Dlaz. These perlodicaels were very

ls Elia8, op. git., pps 31-33.
2. G‘il, Q_E. .9:-&,13" De 7 .
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this support of Diaz by the Church. For exemple the Catholic
Journelist, don Jose Joaquin Terrazas, in his paper "E1l Reino
Guadalupano” declared that "General Porfirio Diez had agreed
with the clergy in 1876 to enter into a Concordat with the
Pope and to abrogete the Laws of Reform provided that the cler-
gy should lend him all assistance in order to bring about the
downfall of Lerdo de Tejada's 5overnment.“3 Tnis Concordat
was never fully achleved by elther side héwever, due to oppo-
sition of don Menuel Dublan who happened to be a close friend
of Diaz. Diez could only hold office onoe according to the
existing laws eo in 1880 he hed to step down in favor of Gen-
ersl Manuel Gonzelez, his secretery. However in 1884 he was.
reelected and after thet he had the law smended so that he
could remein in office indefinitely.

Dizz! chief concern seems to have been his desire to re=
mein inoffice as long as possible. In line with this goel he
adopted a policy of conciliation wherever possible. If cer-

tain wealthy men objected to what he was doing, he would of-

fer them certain sppointments in eccordance with thelr abl-

ied
lity. If the Church leaders came with complaints he pacifie

them by closing one eye to violations of the Reform Laws. A

writer in Gil sums up both this attitude of Dlez and his reg-

son for adopting 1t very well thus:

Generel Diez during his 11fe as ai rg:gg.‘ugéoxgge
ary recognized the material and moral P

3. Ibido, Pe 804

L it |
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clergy, the soclal power of the wealthy classes,

the polltlcel force wlelded by the Catholics,

i.nhg gﬁiﬁﬁegftgﬁﬁe%gﬁg?ﬁy to exclusiveness is

Thus 1t happened that the principle members of the
clergy were represented in the three branches of the admin-
istratlon holding positions in the Chambers, in the federal
courts end in the local governments. The relationship be-
tween Dlaz and the clergy 1s said to have been so close that
it wes due to the insistence of the President that the Vatl-
can appointed Don Zuloglo Gregorio Gillow as archbishop:of
Oaxaca. In genersl the enforcement of the Reform Lews was
relaxed until essentielly they were nullifled. Diaz' regime
sew Mexlco teke groat strides forward industrially bus 1t
wes et the expense of the common men in Mexico. All forelgn
enterprise wase welcomed in Mexico by Disz and received specl-

al privileges from him. As hes been stated this wes 211 done

in sccordence with his policy of conciliation which he hoped

would help him maintein his office.

The Churpiz‘lprospered perhaps more than any other group
under such concli«"ﬁions. It wes not long befozi'a more and more
g back in the hands of the clergy. '
Church as & whole could not own
echnicelity by hav-
14 title

broperty, for ex’-axﬁple , Ve
31{“30 it was stated that the
pProperty, the clerics sidestepped this ¥

ing individusl bishops, archbishops end priests ho

to the land. Another development was the formetion of com-

4‘ _Ibidc’ Poe 81.

.

\ 1 AR i
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panles, in lNexlco more graphlcally called Societles of Anon-~
ymous men, whlch controlled this weelth. Usually the boards
of such companles wpuld be made up of the principal ecclesi-
astical authorities, great shareholders and the prominent law-
yers who were known to be pro-clerical in attitude. One such
company wae "La Pledad” formed in 1902 in the city of Puebla
by such men as canon Jose Victoriano Coverrubias, dean of the
Chapter of 4the Dlccese of Pueble, cenon Joaquin Verges and
some private persons, with a cepital of $300,000,00 which was
later increased to $1,000,000.00.

Describing the conditions which resulted from the re-=
loxation of the Reform Laws Gil gives us the following facts.
The Lewe themselves became a mockery for they fell into such

disuse and sbuse that no-one bothered with them. Fubllc re-

ligious processions were common, Sermons were preached in all

the cemeteries, in those which were public a‘a well as those

which belonged to private and religlous orgenizations. Con=

enly under the
When-

vents, monasteries and geminaries existed oD

eyes of the suthorities without fear of suppression.

ever & show of enforcement was required the respective con=

vent or monastery was warned ahead of time so that when the

government inspector arrived he found the place completely

obvious eigns of habitation could
uld report back that he found

deserted, even though the

be seen everyvhere. Yet he cO

no monks or nuns and ususlly that was sufficlent to put an

guch convents and monasterie

g woere to be

end to the matter.




45

found everywhere towards the latter part of Dlaz' presidency.

The. Church acqu.’_Lred a greet deal of iits lost wealth du-
ring this time. Gil stetes that during the Government of Gen-
eral Diaz the wealth of the Church could be reckoned at over
eight hundred million pesos.d

In the State of Puebla, for example, the clergy owned
two hundred rural propertles between estates, farms end lands.
In Michoscan it owned 26 estates and ferms; 37 in Guana juato
in addition to 25 esteblishments for the collection of tithes.
And thus the list continues.

These were the conditions which prevalled in 1910.
WYherees Jusrez had swung Kexico into a position where it could
effoctively deal with the clergy, Diaz had almost completely
undone this work by swinging it back again to slmost exactly
what it was in 1850. The Reform Laws were still in the books,

3]

but that is sboub ss fer as the matter went. Conditions

£}

continued after this fashion until the glections of 1910. 3By
that time the Libersl party had gained gnough popula;'it.y to

teke definite sction. The June elections turned out as could

be expected with the reelection of Diez, Bub this time there

the election and in
s the

arose a figure on the scene who contested

October proclaimed his revolutionist prograi kmown &

"Plan of Sen Luls Potosi.' This wee don Franciseo I. Madero

: : ;ainst the
who was to ineugurate the next period of action again

clergy.

5. Ibid., pe 86-




46

VII. The Reveolutions of 1910-1927

The govermment of Diaz crumbled into dust faster than
hed been expected even though it was backed by the clergy.
Madero was successful in gaining the presidency in a matter
of months and immediately began to enforce his plan of San
Luls Potosi. Article III of this plan was of particular in-
terest to the clergy for it specified new laws to be cbserv-
ed/in the handling of property, laws which would affect the
clergy to no small degree. This Article stated provisions
which wauld make it necessary for the Church to return much
of the lend they had acquired in recent years to their for-
mer owners. The clergy did not long remain idle. Gil des-

cribes the situation thus:

As 1t hes been made clear before, from the very
beginning of the struggle the clergy sided o‘po:anl%e
with the dictatorship, the press subsldized by
clergy attacked the:new champlon of‘bfreedom, 2;11;;
when the clergy toock cognizance of the clear o
precisc terms of the Plan de Sen Luls end espegiale
iy of the contents of the lest pa_ragr_aph lgffﬁr c
III, it_became alarmed and prepered itse r

ection.t

Two rebellions, partislly clergy inspired, occurred in

July and October of 1912, bhe one led by Orozco and the other

by Felix Diaz. when the latter was captured end condemned to

f the
death both a deputy belonging to the Cathollc grouvp O

1. Ibid., pp. 88-89.
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Chamber and & number of Cathollic women sddressed ladero and
asked for the pardon of the rebel. However, when the tables
were turned and ladero wes being tried and exccuted by Huerta
the Cathollcs and the clergy were quite silent. Indeed, when
the deathh of ledero was ennounced there were public menifesta-
tions of Jjoy held in verious towns in the Republic.

Medero's desth wae one of the blackest bits of treachery
in all of llexlco's nistory.® Yet Gruening tells us that the
clergy "flocked enthusisstically to the usurper's side."?
Huerte was nothing more than an unscrupulous and unprinecipled
men vho was interested in his own ambition and consequently his
power was of short duration. Seventeen months after he had as=
sassineted ladero, Huerte was fleeing the country. He wvas fol=-
lowed by Venustieno Cerranze under whose reign the clergy reap=
ed the whirlwind it had sowed under Huerta. During these years
the country wes drenched in blood from one end to the other
and some of the clergy had to suffer atrociously. Gruening

1 4 e iolen-
reletes that "the outrages deserived took the forn of v

ce against priests snd mms, robbery of church property, des-

3 ; » 1ogse of bandiis
ecration of churches. Some of these acts were u ,,

! £ reke of
and drunken repble ever springing up in lexico in the wek

0ivil commotion."%

v the C tion-
After a periocd of three years of unrest the Constitu

for a descriptlon.

2. Gruening, op. git., pp. 305-300,
3. Ibido’ p. 2130
4, Ibid., p. 214.
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alists finelly passed the Comstitution of 1917 which was put
into practice slightly under Oarrenza, somewhat more under
Obregon end fully under Calles., The call to form the Consti-
tution wvas sent oul by Cerranze in September,l916. The Con-
stltutlon itaslf was promulgated on Februsry 5 of the follow=-
ing year. It touched upon almost every phase of natlional
life in Mexlico but the Articles which applled specifically

to the Church and the clergy were perhape the most fer reach-~
Ings, A1l oducation of eny kind whatsoever wes 10 be done
only wnder supervisglion of the State. This included primery
edueation which hed not been touched upon in all the laws
pogacd on sducetion prior to 1917. GClerical opposition to
the govermment program to esteblish rural schools was the
practlceal recult.

Article 27 ruled once more thaet absolutely all proper=
ty of the Church must be twned over to the Republic, It
also dealt with the practlce described in the preceding chap-
ter of individuals holding property for the Church end de-
clarcd guch possession by even third partles vold.

The Article which provoked the greatest storm was per=
haps Articlo 130. It begins by restating irticle 127 of the

b _,‘.\ -
1857 Gonetitution but then proceeds to amplify upon this Ar

ticle which has been called the genesls of all lawe eaimed at

uxr e 4
curteiling the spec!.a]fprivileses of the clergy -n
rance for any religlon

ilexica. The

Articlo declares absolute religlous tole

gnize

- (1510 ]
in Mexico., It also states that the government will r
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no Jjuridical personalliy in the religlous institutions known
es churches. But perhaps the most crushing provision wes that
which gave to State Legislatures the exelusive power of deter=~
minj,_ng the meximum nunbers of ininisters- of religlous creeds
for each locality as they sew fit. Ususlly some such figure
as one priest for every 50,000 inhabitants wes chosen., One
can determine the efiect of such a provision in rursl areas
perticuvlarly. lany areas in present day Mexlco are conse=
quently without any clerical service whatsoever. For the cler-
gy this lew almost spelled finis; not so for the people.
Gruening states:

Except in relatively few regions the elergy
necsod out of the lives of the supposedly Cetho=
ic veople without a ripple. The reason 1s simple.
.o long sa the Mexican could go 4o church and wor=
ship his idol in the sihepe of a saint's image he
wag content. ‘he loss of the priest meant lit;.tle
t0 hinme. Indeed in more than a dozon different vil=
loses in the states of didalgo, Tlaxgala, and Fueble,
villagers expressed to ne in the spring ?f 1927
thelr preference for the new order oI thl;ngs ’ b?-
cause, as buey sald, they could now WOreliD W ith-
out paying for the privilege. :

o e

> i

Thig Article further went on with the decree thet only

he e uy 53

i ¢ Mexico. T 7as
neblve born Mexlcans could be ministers 1in iexico his we

decided wpon in order to stop the large number of foreign

clergy which were ‘brought into the country by the Church.

Another provision states thats

No ministers of religious cresds shall, either in

A ts of worship or
ublic or private neetings, Or iil ac 2
gEtl.’lL~;~',':!.s:-v.'(s grope.ge,nde., eriticise the fundemental lavis

50 Ibi(‘;o, De 285-
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of the country, the authorities in particular or
tn? Government in general; they shall have no

vote, nor be eliglble to office, nor shsll they
be entitled Lo assemble for political purposes.5

Thus the right of frenchise wes taken away from the
clergy. ALl acereditetion of geminaries was done away with.
Severe restrictions were placed upon the publicatlicn of re-
liglous Journals end periodicals. These were forbldden to
comment in any way upon cny political affairs of the nation
or give any information regsrding the acts of the authori-
ties of the country or of private individusls, “in so far as
the latter have to do with public effalrs.” Article 130 ends
with the following sentence: "No trial by Jury shall ever be
granted for the infraction of émy of the preceding provisions:
This also wae one of the moast drestic provisions. -

The Constitutlon of 1917 was & hsrd blow for the cler=

gy to take. ' Some of 1ts provisions were of an extreme neture,

as for example, tue last one mentioned ebove. But llexican

leaders felt that this was the only step they could teke in

i 3 4- 4 el low=
view of conditions. Elizg oxpleins the matier in the follow

ing way:
. o le 130,
1t is true thet the clergy, in Article
are deprived of certalin politicel rirshgs ?e %g.eng;ns
to lexican oitlzens. They are depr dved ? . every-=
rigats because they havekdonet.lﬁd pgzzlgoag& Mexlco
thing in their power to keep ol and industriel

from securing Pontice‘l’h;?gibetrayal of the Mexi-

betteyrment. The llerarc hese laws in

ce U
oan. pacole JSEECARE themqggeﬁlgf self-defense, and

their Constitbutlon es a B

6. Zlias, op. cib., Pe 39+
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not as an atbtempt to punish the clergy.7
Gruening takes a sgimilar sttitude:

The lexicen clergy has leerned nothing end for-
gotten nothing. It is still medleval. The restric-
tlone ITmposed upon the Church by the Constitution of
1917 were excesslve, irksome, descriminatory, unjust.
Wigthin the revolutlonist renks many have belleved so-
including Cerrenze - and belleve so, When the Church
80 2sserts, 1t asserts on undenieble fact. 3ut its
ovn sctions have been largely responsible for its
plight. Its present position would have been infi=-
nitely etronger, if, while recording its protest, it
hed submibtted to the law of the lgnd - es it has never
cI“'.on::— - and adhered to the principles of the Prince of
’eace .-

The clersy's enswer to the Constitubion of 1017 was 2

complete economle boycott as en attempt to force the suthori-
ties Lo sbandon the lows. It was their plainly evowed aim to
perelyze the country socially, industrielly end econonmically.

It wes the people, of course, who would once more be the suf-

-
ferers. The strugsle begen with o public statement gigned by

ell the hishops end archbishop and issued on Jemuery 27, 1926,

which penudisted the Constitutions Varlous disisiirbgncea fol=-

lowed. The n sta were oll supposed TO reglater in order to

enforce the lsw demending thet all foreign born men lesve the

. 4 oo 4 d
clericsl office. The Episcopate told them not ©o do this an

tely from the churches on the

J 3 ;
dgy the laws were Lo become effective, July 31, 1926, imposing -

In addition the

in edaition to withdrew comple

LR

6, of an interdict on the country e
¢ hoycott all papers

Bonethin

higher clergy ordered 1ts followers t

——

. Ibid., Dp. & 84
8. Gruening, QP cile, De 200
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which elther opposed the campaign or did not support 1t, to
purchase only the necessities of 1ife, to sbatain from “the
use of vehlcles, electric current, lottery tickets, and attend-
ence at theaters," and to stop attending all public schools.
Small armed bands, often led by priests, rose in various sec-
tions of the country under the banner "Long live Christ the
King," an action which the Episcopste never tried to stop.

One such instance of this is recorded in Gruening:

**+#on April 20, 1927, the Guadale jera-Mexlco
City train was attacked by about four hundred men
shouting the battle-cry of "Long live Christ the
King," headed - the Government charged - by three
priests. The participation of the prlests was as-
serted by members of the Episcopaste to have been
in the capacity of chapleins. Various survivors
testified that the priests were actlvely direct-
ing the assault, The entire train guard and pas-
sengers, including women snd twenty children,
fifty-four in all, were killed.? A number of the
wounded passengers were burned alive when the
sttackers poured kerosene on the cars end set fire
to them., One man traveling with his mother, wife,
and three children lost them all - and his reason.
When dGawn broke on the charreé wreckage he was
vandering around, gibbering, with 2 burnt baby's
corpse in his arms. all this in the name of
Christ Kingl!lO

This one incident will serve as ain exsmple to show the

fanatical extvemes to which the struggle between the clergy and

the State hus gone. It shows thet invariably the real suffer-

he most conservative figure.

9. A footnote says thia 1s t
e 6 the at more than a hundred.

Press dispatches placed the dea
10. Gruening, op. cit., P 279.
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ers were the common people. No matter whlch side happened
%0 be victoriocus at the moment the people were the victims
who hed to bear untold hardships.

the boycott proved te ve g flat failure, By July of
thet year, 1927, the government had completely surpressed
the rebellion and the clergy had succesded in perhaps only
one point, and that was demonstrating how weak they actual-
ly were. In the ninds of the people they accounted for
very litile asc was proven when they were removed by the
government, And when thelr attempted show of power falled
thelr positilcn wes weskensd even still more. Thus by the
end of the revolutlonary period the clergy reached 1ts
nadiy in lexico. Politically it was disenfranchised, soci-

ally it wae persecubed and spirituelly it was as lacking

as evera.




54

VIII, Mexico Since 1928

General Pluterco Elies Celles, under whom the Constitu-
tlon was Iully pubt into effect for the Tirst time, was suc-
cesded in office by General Alvaro Ubregon, wbo had 2lso pre=
ceeded him. As hes been nobted the Church and clergy bed def-

initely been defeated during Calles' rule. A.J.thoughbbreson

L4

had not taken the definite stend during his Lirst term as

President, which Celles had maincained in enforcing the new
Constitubtion, he now cerried on and continued the work begun
by ¢ bellos,. For this ho was to.be perheps the lest vrominent

S R o~ - v; -1 S - [« ¢ 4
vietim of the essissin, so often found on the scene during

o

the Revolublonary years. In 1928 while posing for e portralt
of' hiimself he was murdered hy o Catholic fenatic, named Toral.

_That the eesauls wes clersy inspired can be seen by the fact

thet the assessin wes subsequently mede e martyr

This scylon succeeded only in widening the chasm sepa=

rating the clergy snd the Stete and bringing down e more rigid

enforcement of the provisions of &

lowing yesrs during the presidencies of Calles and Cardenes
they were most carefully carried out. Thore were no public

religious processions, the number of priests was strictly con-

trolled, end the clergy was glven very 1ittle money Lo oper-

1tusl Thraldow in Hexico," The

l. B ox "S 1!'
ernerd Pankow, ~P 11T (August, 1945), pe 488.

Welther Leaogue Hessenger, L

by the Church.l

he Constitution. In the feol-

T TS BET
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ate witl.

During these yeers from 1528-1938 many radical move-
ments found 2 naven in lexico because of this suppression of
the clergy. To a large extent this wae fostered by meny men
prominent in the public eye auch as the well-known artlists,
Riviere, Urozco, and Siguleras. wWherever one travels in
Mexlco todey one is invarlably shown some of the many murals
end frescoes painted by these men, who make vp the governs=
ment commlttee on eyt in Hexico. Heny of these paintings
have anti-glerical and snti-church features, often performed
with o vengesnce. The wrlter remsmbers seeing frescoes of
Orozco done on the celling of the very old abendoeed church

to be found near the Hogpltal de Jesus, in downtown Hexlico

City, the oldest hospitelin lMexico and founded by gortez.

The building iz in great dlsrepair, having suffered the rav-

-

ages of seversl revolutions, but nevertheless has the dis-

tinction of housing the mortal remains of the preat con=

quistador, Cortez. These Irescoes, executed in the most lurid

of colors and designs, were thoroughly lewd and godless.
y to edd to thelir

Their being done in & church was und.oubtedl

anti=-chwurcii character.

A8 lace as 1035 the government uwncovered secret con=

ot ; ¢ g
vents snd closed them. Ferhapse the most notable one of these

18 the one dlscovered guite accidentelly in Fuoble. It ssrves
as an example to show how little the clergy has changed even

In modern times. The visltor is shown crowns of thorms,

A 2
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blood stoined garments, end scourges left exactly where they
were found vhen the lamstes fleds Undoubtedly they had serv-

ed as the instrurents for the same kind of fanstical self-

J

torture wirtlch had been practiced centwries before, The mor~

(¢

bld caoaracter of these convents was in evidence by the many
Jars of preserved hearts to Le seen. The eimplé nuns had
vowed B0 sive thelr hearts to Christ and this was the extent
to which thls vow wap carried out. :

Withh the electlon of President Avile Camacho, however,
the clergy bepgan a slow movement of recovery. Cemacho wes.
elected in 1930 agc the svccessor of Cardenss end did xnob have
the strong enti-clerical feeling of hils predecessols Natural-
1y the clergy hes learmed Lo move very ceutiouvsly and. slowly
in view of the past. Bub that 1t is regaining some of 1ts
former influence cen be Seen-on every hend. Vhen the writer
visited the fsmed monastery and exquisitely carved church at
Tepozotlan in 1938, for example; the building was not belng

used for any religious aervices whatsoever. It was strictly

government comtrolled end served only es a tourist attraction,

In 1943, the church wes being used for religlous sexvices on

Sundey omly. Gredually, no doubt, this will be extonded %0
WednesGey end ultimately the entlre weok.

As has been noted all religlous processions wene out~

£ > to
lawed by the Constitution. Bub thls law hae been relaxed

n the summer of 1948,7C00 thousand men,
made a 163 mile pilgrim-

such a degree that 1

under the leadership of the cler&ls




age all the way I{rom Quereterc to the shrine of the virgin
of CGuedelupe on the outsklirts of Mexico Olty, exmd were not
resisted in eny woy.2 The weiter himself witnessed such &
vrocesclon led Dy a priest barely Tlve miles from the cap=
itel. The wearing of clerlcsl garb outslde of church build-
ing;ss Loz also once nore become COMION. Ten years a&go & roned
priest oubtcide of the church could not be found. Todasy one
does not have to go far Lo see seversl clerzy roved inlthe
vestments of thelr office. Thus the clergy has begun to
meke smpll inroads upen the rulilngs of the Constltution.

The clerpy hes regeined some of iie wealth also as can
be ssen from the amount of chureh repeir work which s being
carried on at the pre:—rseﬁt time., A number of years ago most
in o groat state of dlsrepair and the
bullding of new ones was practically non-existant. Since
1940, however, the msjor churches in such cities as ilexlcc
City, Gusdelesjera, Osxnoe, and Taxco have undergone exbens-
ive repeirs. IHew churches have also been erected in increas-
ing zzu;a‘::e;c*é.

n oz nt 3 the hiersrchy has felt itself o be in

SOt yOarse tne

the position to make publlc pronourcenents also in its behslf.

: , ¥artin-
Barly in 1945 the srchbishop of Mexico, lonsignor Luls Mard

T 2 . . i letter was e
e2Z, issusd his famous Pagtoral Iletter. nilg

bi ; followers to
strong vles on the part of the erchbishop to hipg follower

b*"d:xire, July 12, 1948, for a deseription of this
St U € ok
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stem the tlide of anti-clergy feeling and was directed pri-
marily at haolting the spread of Protestantism in Mexico, The
resulivs were appeling. The most brutel kind of persecutlon
of all evengellcals by their Catholic neighbors was the re-
sult. The seme old typlcel fanaticism, which accompenled so
many of the past outbresks, appeared once more. The maga=
zine, Tiempo, the lexican counterpart of our Time, gives an
account of some of the more notable results of this letter.
For exemple, bthe priest of 0jitlan, Oaxeca, placed a bombd

in the house of the evangelist Porfirio Martinez, which sub=
sequently exploded and killed Martinez snd five members of
his family. In Sen Andres Timilpen, Mexico, snother parish
priest led the group dynamiting the evangelical church there.

In Cenlote, liichoscan, the priest Refael Hartinez .set flre

to the church and homes of the Lutherans. One hundred and

five of them escaped to Hexlco gity to demand guarantees of

Bafet.‘," ageinst any further outbreak of this nature. Thus the

account conbinues.’
owly meking 1ts bid for

It is

Tn this manner the clergy is sl

a recovery of some of its lost power and influence.

doing this very carefully and if needs be, slowly. But that

it is succeeding camnoi be denied. One of its most effectlve

identify patrio-
In=-

movements hes been thaet which 18 trying to

tism end Catholicism in the mind of the lNexlcan poOIle

versely, whensver Protestants or anti-clerlcs are referred to,

3. Tiempo, (June 8, 1945), ppe 6-T-
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such phrases;as foreligners, or foreign-dominetion are to be
found. 4 strong eppoal is made to the highly nationalistic
lexlcen to protect his own country by protecting his owm
Church,

There are still prominent men on the scene protesting
this InTiltration, but their voice has not been heeded to any
degree. In 1943 Benator Celestine Gasca dellvered a speech
in the Senate Chamber which was printed in & major Mexico
City newspaper.“ The speech was zgainst the menner in which
the Conmstitution was being disresardéd in respect to religious
processions in particular. o definlte action was‘taken, how=-
ever; indeed, the processions have become longer end larger
28 we have seen.

Consequently today in Mexico the clergy is in a position
to once more assert 145elf. It no longer has to hide and re-
malin in the helpless state in which it found iteelf in the
early thirties. To what extent it will continue these actlv=

ities can only be determined by the future.

4, Gxcelsior, iHonday, December 13, 1943. A complete texb

of thiz speech is given in the second section on p. 12.
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Resunme

~ Ihe history of the clergy in Mexico hes been & series
of weves, waves of tolersnce and power followed by waves of
persccution and lose of all wealth and influence. The age=
0ld comparison of the pendulum swinging beck and forth from
One exireme describes this courge of the clergy perfectly.,
For three centuries the clergy ruled supreme, unmolested un=-
til the Lews of Reform of 1857 were pessed. Then followed a
period of subjection = when the vendulun swung to the other
oxtreme. During the presidenéy of Diaz the clergy made a
Cowplete recovery only to be thoroughly sguelched again by
the Constitution of 1917. Now the pendulun is swinging back
to the clergy once more.

Does the clergy recognize thet this has been the result

Of 1ts own failure to properly stay wilthin lts own sphere, the
Treligious? Is 1t meking an attempt to avoid the piltfalls of
the past? ‘Is it making en effort to learn what the reazl caus-
€8 of all the bloody strife have been? Hardly. We say this
Decause the lMexicen clergy has not only failed to reocognize its
Doslition politleally, but has fallen short of undersianding even

its basic religious purpose. Although the clergy has been in

Mexico for over four centuries it has failed and is still fail-

ing in evangelizing the Mexican. Gruening summerizes this

R ——

i
|



fallure aptly thus:

Thus the faith of the lexicans, nominally
Gatholle, lacks the spirit, the ethical content,
whe wniformity, and solidarity that characterize
the falth elsewliere. The Mexican's religlon is
hls individual reaction to Catholiclsm. Insteed
of conquering lexico, with an exclusive opportu~
nity to do so for three centurles, the Catholic
Uhurch has been conquered by it. FPolitleally the
Church has been chnined, economically lis power
hes been nullifled, ritualistically 1t has become
aduviterated by the pagenism 1t found, morally 1t
heg succumbed to the vices of the laliy. Iits
grectest defeat has bein on 1ts own ground in the
Zingdom of the spirit.

™is fallure to evangelize the Indisn can be lald only
et the feet of the clergys A member of the lMexican clergy
iteeli hes recognized this. Father Rivers, quoted by Gruen=
r, states thet the "laxity of the prieathood, the educe=-
1on of lexico by the priesthood, the ldeas end customs of
the nricsthood,” are tho principal ceuse of the "backward-
ness and ill-being of Mexico." If the problem of the clergy
covld be eliminated, fﬁé probiem qf.ﬁbxico would be solved.?
. in this foot lles the greetest lack of the seneral
Mexican clergy. It has not only faliled, but it hes rafused
£o ndmit end correct thet failure. 4And until it chooses to
do 8o, it will have to pay the price of violence and blood=

1tusl lezders &8s Ste John Chrysostom wrote centuries before:

If the clergy be demorslized, the enbire peo=-

L. Gruenihé; gg, gite, pe 273
2. lbid-, Pe 27>

shed, For the country will never rise hisher.than its apir—_
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ple willl become domoralized. ™ ¥As all gocd 1s~
sueth Trom the temple, so likewlse doth all ovile.
The watchifiul horticuliburlst woe seas a tree with-
ered ond with yellow leaves, knows that it has been
injured at bthe roots. For as truly ac you uwler—
atond thot a tiee wlth sore lesves hap some de-
Tact close Lo the roab, eo when you sce a chzotle
poople without a true religion, Imow wlihout gquesn~

da

tlcn that tho gudld ligs with the priests.
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