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ably oet t l ed~ they decided to ~tay on.14 

_, t i'i l"St the Dutch ho.d intended t o expel the thr ee Luth ... 
• 

c~aJ P&StO~G. But el.Ollg ~ith t h~ meUUl"e or reli6,i.0UE 

t olerance, onl y t ;o of t he paetor a uero required to ret~~n, 

t h · ono l.>ei11g £J.lvoed to stay and instruct the Luthe?•a."W • 

. ·ov. Ler Cal'l son ~cJ~., c, native of I•'i nl end, was ~boson to 

stay, pr b· 'i>l 3 ·cao u.s e the majority of' t lloae om> remai et.. 

w ~ o i l nus .15 

i.: ~ lih.~1• b y t ki• g coll'ii--=ol of _t h ..i1.1edish ooloey automatic­

ai::.:,-. : .. r ;a t~ .t t i .a<:. on un•i;i l tho snd of the colonial .;,01 .. i o · , 

'llt:i · r .i;..i:tor wa Uild.81' t ho dir eo i; or :i.ndi!.~ect r u'.!.e o:f ths 

:.:· :;lish~ xce t cr1.1.11i ng · short-lived ~utch attempt to .$?il l 

co 1~r~l i n 1073. 16 

Years of Struggl _e 

Mo ·1 theit control or t he settlement on t he Oels•.,sre bnd 

bae11 \1l"es t ed from the ;:inedish sovernment, the Kins or ::;'l.~eden 

,1as no longer t lle pol1 t ical hes.d o uo,1ever, he still r e•~aincd 

the ecolea1 stical l ea.de?.- of the Lutheran col ny . 'But dur! l:.1,3 

--------
l4~inok., .!?E.• ill•., P• 34. 

15Qualben, M• .!!!.11•, !>• J.44. 

16tYolt., 21?• ~• • PP• 146•147 • 
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r.he:} t iu1e betm:h?l'l the poliiiic3l l ss of th{;; ,olon,t and a ! -ow 

a~11raeut-su:ppor iiecl O 1urch a t El r .... '?loia> distance !'rom t h a a014""0& 

of sugport p?ovided little i mpetus t o~ a vigorous spirituEll 

pl'ogr~m i n the colony. tr,.1e .. hurch i11 ?<l&1; Sw·aden began to 

sb.o,11 a!gns of ·.1 c.1\:nesi.i .., - el" the poli tia.:sl r.ics •.d :;:n t he , ome, 

eount ::.,,-, .:er • severad. 17 
,4 

1 i.; seems t;lla.t tl'le ox-!-c waa caz•riod on ably !01• a tiJ;c 

t ::, · .• CsstlGu : ~ l .. a.chi.!. .i atat.:.on ... " 

a 1 e · ut '1r'1nl cok, t wo ~,tile::. southeast ot ~·ort cru.,1utinli 01'!.d 

hel s ~z-rlae!:: in s. bl ock c:turch ut : ic .. co (the s i te of .. ·hilt.-

J ecob .t allritius, a Lutl1eran pastor who had ea.:rned 3 rc,:1ther 

1Joo1~ 1~ep ~t~;tiol'! in :·e•.v York, c ~:n1e 'iio :i: e" lj ::, • tl • t o t ake -up 

r,eside:r:oe 1:n l&'1io .In ! 6175~ the Ne ·; :3wsden a1~ea mas dlvldod 

17J ncoos. o ,. cit.,, P.'P• l 0~-104. 
,, __ 



., ... 

p,mion t J:1:ts o~--pia1d:ltion. It is not known how many of t his 6-i--oup 

s to.3ed, but -·~tt:hias retUI"n d almos·t ium10dia.tel.:r ·to :3wodon0 

•.:a."l e. .. tuc.J.l.; l'lO c om1111.u1icatio.n bet\r,eer, the oolcnists a11 · th011' 

n1otbo:r.• oo ,nt1•yo ~'?ho Dutch ru.J.e i..1 ... s .r:o~ £riendly.19 In .,_(i.;,2, 

.. 
••..L :,, 

i :1.er.t t! :t. I.h e job o 

c,nl y e;r.e of the four pi; s"tors .jucceading Reorus Torkilll.\S \'Ibo 

s a- "' i11 the ,.'e 'I i':r>J?ld until his- de?,t!la .ao 
;..:ter Lock 1 :1 d 'iih, .i."t1.bi-itius cai•i-.:.ed on th work ot buth 

par1slie.:s s ably F-S he could under bis ci•oss of blindnes .... 

Of course1 J:_ls er:r -.ctiveness •;ms t reclil;i l!!J!ited. L'Cr1:ng the 



dor t Lr.md.on.. But l"tt a · i'fC:-!t B;, t o -: aid not J?l'OVO SUCC!!ZJ .)f tlJ.. 21 

-Lngs iio1 a,;. Ol -:-1" , :J ,3p i..-J.ng · r, a i; t e1!,!)ted to k r~ep r el1ui us 

i .1 ;e~e~·t J.:.t ve u.n:lill nL't :1:t ster i s..1 help co l d b e !)rooure,1 .• ,a~ 

The Reawal<:ening 

I n 1690, Andei'"a Printz. n ne .. he\'1 o:r former t;cverno!' ,TOh.'l 

Printz, visit(:)d the colony along the !>elaws.re. On his r etu~n 

to Sweden, he mentioned the spiritual weakness of the 

colony to a ?ostor John Thelin of Gotheborg. Through c r"es­

pondence ,·11th the colony i n 1693, ·I'helin learned tl1at bhe 

colonists needed "two minis ters, t welve Bibles, three se!'mDn 

books, i'ol'ty•t\"10 books or wo:rship, one hund?ted hymnals, t wo 

hunc!J:aed cotechisms, t\nd t t10 hun~ed A B O books, 11 The 

letter al so mentioned. t hat the colony had a population o · 



ual ste:te 0£ e~e1,get1c ,Y ln ·tile colony, b11~ h a did not; e.ii ii6nJ: 

to the_ oal.1. !'01. .. ~a :i.stance 11iltlledi~;;;a1y. One o!' the de]. ,.1 .g 

cir.cu ms ences wc.s iihe death oi' i.ti.s ~11x·e,. ·:311t he did not l " J 

the 'J.:l.·ti;cn"' · co1up l otal3 aside. Ho c~n.re1,ii,ed. wlth :Jr. Jaspe1• 

ologJ et · pse.le... Jveubarg su.ggested e pos~:i.ble s ouzace J°:Or 

3jOl"~, :rho live<l ! n 
' 
JS, 

._.,, 
1~e 1£1 , 

t.Hld .:d e,. t bi1•d '!i'tlSsionar• J in t ho P0l"SOn of J o 1,cdi .uren, -:.1ho 

.L'a. tm.•ee new pe.s tox·s :i.;1 sddi tion 1.0 a raur.tbec of boc:>~tQ 

s1•riv1::1ci o t i1e coloru.al • cene i:n 1697 and ,ro1•e to befii f· G 

ne, 1>er•:i.od. or uctiv:.. t..., i.a the c huz-ci"1t.c . i 1:iley i'ound t he 

s1;>iz•1 tuul ccmdi t ... 011 oJ: ·t he pt.iopl e po-or. fhere w~s ir1,e . i!!'-

1 t y in chw:•cl.l u. t t andance, :neglect of t lle ;:,ecrardents, ~md 

negl ect of th~ p1•0p4;;1• trs.ini.1g of' the you t h _ ~.r.te p&stor... t 

once set ·thems5lves to t l.1.a ·task o:I.' xae:>Viv!ng spiri tue1 !;.,te1'),.. 

-------

c.... 
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esto Rudman took oh.ago of the ,Jioaoo congregation; BJork• 

the oongresatlon et Tranhook. Auren stayed with Rudman r~r 
a time. 

The efforts of Rudman, Bjork• end 1n1ren were crowned 

with success. 0 Under the ministry of theEe new psstors. the 

Sgedish settlements took a new lease on 11fe.n26 Eric Bjork 

,1ss 1nstl'Ul11ental in building a ne•,7 church edif'ice at Chl'iGt• 

ina to z-eplaoe the Trcnllook obul'oh. The cornerstone was l aid 

or1 ?/lay ;!S, 1698, and the building wes dedicated on Tr1n:ltJ 

unday, 1699. It w~s built ot {5l'anite, sixt,· feet lonG; 

thirt,1 teet w_1de and t ·,1enty feet high. Rudman championed. the . 

cauEe of building a ne\'I church at ~ioaao. J.t wss of t he acmw 

cli nenoions e.s the Chl'1st1na church and consisted of a :1t0no 

fow1dation and brick we.11s. Both O..~Ul'Ohes \'/ere admired tl1r0U5lie 

out the colonies during the colonial period. The struot~ 

at Chr1st111a ,,as kno\7n as Holy 1l'r1nitz Churoh (no,, 21g Slvede: a 

Chlll'oh); the ~icaco church had the na.w, •Glor1ai2!!!,. i~e 

ol'dinat:ton or Justus FalcJcner. Gel'm..cm Lutheran pastor, i n 

wbich Rudman and Bjork participated, too_~ place 1n Glo~la 

Dei Church on November ~4, 1?03.26 

Ruclman \Vas p1•obably the most brilliant or the thl'ee 

25Abdel Ross Wentz,, The Lutheran Chul:'ch !B . mericsn !!§• 
torY (Second .l!dition; Philadelphia: T!le U.nited Lutheran l'ub­
llcstion House, o.1933), P• 450 

26JacobsD .21?• c1to, P• 96. 
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pastors who ceme over in 1697. Be preached in tbl'ee l :U";,suages: 

Swedish., English end Dutch. For a iperiod of' eigb.teen months• • 

h e sel'Ved Lutllerans in l'ew Yorlco · In 1703., he J:1eturned to h1a 

wioeco parish, e.nd died in 1708, after having been af'tl1oted 

v!i th poor heel th throughout bis 11te. 27 

Bjork was en able pastor, serving the oongregetioa at 

Christine tor 17 years. He was instl'WD.ental 1n smoothing ove~ 

the disagFeemont which threatened to split Rudmen•s C0fl€1'08a• 

tio:n in co11nection with the building ot· the new chUl'ch at 

Wioacoo His paatorQte was longer than either of"lds tao corii• 

ponions.OO 

aonas Auren, the l ast of the triumvirate., did not ~Gtw.,n 

to ,, eden so he had plo.nned since the king., l7ho hed g1 ven 

hi.m 1nstruc·t1ons to report back, died a . yeor attel' his ai-­

rivu.lo Much of his time was spent in missionary activitf 

among the I ndians in Lancaster and Cheater counties. l n tlle 

cou~se of time, he devoloped Sabbatal"ian tendencies but did 

not force his vi~ns on the Lutherans. After 1706., he loft 

the tlrea and served s ,vedish Lutherans in .:ew Jersey,29 

27Finck, .22• ~., PP• 46-47. 

281bido, P• 65. 

~9~., PP• 47-48. 
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Gradual Decline 

Those J;,uthersn ministe,l"S who succeeded Ruchnan, Bjork, 

end .:uren nere ~01)le of the most influential pasto:tts tbe 

Swedish church sent to America. Th~ activity which wa3 ba@m 

in 1697 continued end even increased for a time. Durtng the 

firs·t half' of the <:'entury, a number of n.o\'1 preaching stat1Q:na 

weve added. Congregations were organized and n~w ohu:rohos 

vere built. 

Probably the three most highly gifted pastors dui-in& 

t his tii;1e Yrere John l>ylander, Israel Acrelius, and Charloa 

~lagnus \"1r angel. Dylander \7VS pastor at \V:lceco from 1?37 to 

1741. Ee was considered an eloquent preacher, and ministc~­

ed to 1:.'l'lSlish and GertUBl;lS O.B \1011 as Swedes• Acreli '<lS W3B 

r,a stor et Christine. (now 'Wilmington) and became uell knom 

for his valuable tiistory RI. Ji!!i1. §weden.30 U~oubtedl;i,·, the 

greates·I. of tho three was Wrm1gel. Re worked among the wades 

and Finns in America 'bet,1eon the years 1769 end 1768. Dur­

ing hia period· or service, there existed a close f'it1 11ndGb:1p 

be~,1een the swed1sh-ii'1nn1sh Lutherans. and German Lutners.ns,. 

due pa~ticulBl'ly to hi~ noble errorts.31 

Following wrsngel's recall to S~eden, which the peopl~ 

bitterly resented, the Lutheran congregations began ti o! r 

30\rentz, .22.• ~•, P• 46. 

~1:Scho,ef'f,al", .2,2, -2!:!•, p·. 47. 

V 
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deol1ne. 1'hey began to demand more cons1deret1on from the 

home church, and asked tor more f,.ngl.1sh speaking pastors. 

~entually, the Swedish authorities rotusod to send a.n9 more 

pastors at all. 32 Sinoe pastors wl-:o could conduct Engl1ah 

services were not to bo bed, the. congregations smended t beir. 

col'..st1 tutiona to the off'ect that the pulpi-ta of tbeil' ehureli,as 

mi!ht be occupied by either Lutheran Ol' Zpiscopalien·c1e~g;­

men .3S · 

:irro:m this time on, the congregations began to lose tl1eil' 

clistinct J~Athe~aii cheracter. One by one, they began to U?'.ite 

11th the Ep1soopel1nns • . bdel Ross Wentz. lays the blame for 

the disappearance of 8wecl:lsh Lutheranism lugely on the outl1• 

oritics in Sweden: 

. iihat the L11therans of New Sweden failed to e:ndUl.'e is 
to be explained by the short-sighted policy ot th~ 
Sweuiah authorities, ihe Amerioen settlement oas tre t­
ad as a perpetual missionary outpost ot the Stii"te• -h'Ul'ch 
of' :;;weden. l·lo e!'f'ol"t \VDS made to oul t:1. vate a. sence of 
responsibility a.11d sr:ilf support· 011 the part of the .1.m&l'• 
icuns. T11e pe.storo aent were taught to regn?"d thcl~, ... 
selves as tempol"ary m:!.ss1on.aries 1n waiting f'or bett es­
positions at home, Laymen rarely assumed any respons1-
b111ty0 The ~as~orates vere mostly brief and there wa~ 
no thought of providing fore native ~merican miniotry 
or ot securing the rutUJ.'e independe!1t development o_ 
tho S\'ledish JJutb§ran Ohul"ch 1z:t Amerio J in e. \1or,i , 
5 tate• Oh':.\l'Chi s111. -,4 

32Heve and Allbeok, ll• cit., P• 2'1. 

33wentz, ll• .!!!!,, , P• 4'1. ' 

34 -~-

v 

v-
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THE GERMf~N LUTBER.A?iS 

The G·exrman Lutherans 1n Pennsylvania came -,t least a 
. 

generation after the ~wedish Lutherans had been established. 

Penn1s colony, during the early yearis of the 18th. Century. 

s erved as a haven for a number of persecuted or dissatis-

fied Ger man religio~s groups from Eul'ope. '.L1he Lutherans 

play~d a significant role in this Gerr.um movement, and con­

sequent ly the Lutheran h1stoJ.1J at times becomes rather involv­

ed r;ith thst ot other groups from their homeland. AB attempt 

is made here to confine the narrative ao much as possible to 

the Lutheran movement itself ,apart trom its relation to 

other groups. 

E8l'ly Men and Moveme~ts 

The :me1n Germ"\ll T.,,,.tlleran beginnings in Pennsylvania did 

not come until the start of the 18th Oe~~ury, but there were 

e few traces of activity around Philadelphia during the * . 
last decade of the century before. In 1694, a group of 
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■ 

fQrty Gel'f4an Ros1cno1ans1 came to settle nel'.r Ph1ladelph1o. 

on the ·:;tssahiclcon. ·ho founder of thin secret society wcs 

a Luthe~en court ·preaohe~, Johann Andrae. Its purpose was to 

delve into mystical speculations Ol'ld oppose Catholicism nnd 

o1chem:y. Johsnnis Kelp1us was the leader of this pat!cul~111 

group. t,.ra.OXlS its members \'lore Henry Bornbal'd Koester, n niel 

I•alclmer. and l ater:, Justus :Falcknar, all prominent i n J.m.011-

\_J:CGll Luthe~nn hiatory.2 

~oeater became the chaplain ,or the eroup on board shtp. 

•.,hen the 'brotherhood er.rived 1n ?enns:,lve.ni"' • they be~ to 

conduct Lu·thei'"an inel3ting~ in the ,~issahic.kon settlem nt., 

i'oes er preache· the f'irst Oerme.n Lutheran service in -er:nmi• 

toi.:in in 1694.a 

lnTh,., name Rosicrucian signifies the union or science 
end Ohr1st1sn1t:,, as symbolized by the rose and the Ol'OS8 
(1"osa: rose ,4, Cl"Wt: cross.) " Lars P. Quel.ben., The Lu'"·ier • n 
Church ·in Colonial Amol"ioo (}le\7 Yorlc: Thomas Nelion and :fons., 
1940}., p. 153. -At present in t:.me~ioa, there are four ~osi~ 
cx-ucian movements, the chief one b eing kno"1n as AUORC 
(Ancient ~yst1cOrder i oaae Oru.oia), 91th headq~8.l"ters t ~~n 
Jose , Cal1f o~n1e. 

2Ibid., PP• 153-154. 

3!t is il1teresting to note ~hat in sp1te of theixa cu­
thusiast1c tendencies, these Oerm:in. iosioruoiuns \'lere s u1-d 
to have adhered to the Unaltered Augai,urg Oonf'ession. I-:oostor 
conducted orthodox Lutheran services 1n both the English an~ 
German Lan&"Uages. Bee B. u. Biegener, "Heinrich Bernha~d 
Koester, 11 Ooncol'dia l:11ator:la'al. Institute wartei-ly,. X:iiI 
(Jo.nuary, 1960), PP• 168-159. 
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Hcmever, no Lutheran congregation-was established at th14 

time.4 

The meat1ngs of the Rosi·c:-uoien·s attroctcd me.ny' "r.!ngli3h 

settlers ._,ho desirod services in their own ltmgo~ge. ,.?trenge .. 

men.tG ,1ere 1nade for English services in a pr1vste home 1n 

Philsdelphia• and in 1696., the English speaking groups built 

Chviat ChUI'ch, the first Episcopal Ohurch in ·the colo~·• 

1.rl10mas Clayton, sn Episoopal1&n minister, took cl1a~ge of the 

congregQtion end wae assi~ted by Koestor until 1700 _whan hhe 

latGer r eturned to Ge~nan7. Both Clayton and Koester g2the~­

ed auti-~u~er n1embers. 

The nosicruoisn brotherhood later moved from Phil~del• 

phia ~nd became }la.rt or tho :::pi11"0.te. colony. i1hoy did not 

set up iJ cong1-.egation or thei:.t- own., perhaps beaause sor,1e of 

t heizi- l~ac.lers ported company. Itoas·tex- ue11t back to Ge1,,mo.nyJ 

Daniol r;,alckner ,_nd Justus li'alcln1e?1 stayed i n the j ew •:{orld• 

but becsme Lutheran m:tnistera.5 

.l."l'ancia j}aniel Pastoriua, 1=. Luther4n ? ietist~ oa!llS to 

,\mel"ica in 1683 as the agent of the Fl'ankf'ort t.snd Co:npony. 

Be ana a group ot Mennonites and Quakers 1aid out Germantown., 

n settlement e little north of Ph~ladelphia. Pestorioua h&ls 

4Abdel itoss Wentz, ~ Lutheran Church!!! .t:meriog m.!.• 
!2.£J: (Second I!d1t1on; Ph1ladel.ph1a: The Uz,.ited LutherW:1 rub­
licet1011 House, o.1933J, P• 550 

5Qualben, OD• o1t., P• 155. 



little sigilificsnce in luter Lutheren history 1n Penns~lvsnJ.a, 

for ba ~oon drifted a~ey to the Qi~akers.G 

In 1'100, Daniel Falolmc1", who had gone to Oel'Dltl.ny under 

t he sponsorship of tl1e ! osic?"Uc1 n brotherhood to proou~e 

ministe1"isl help, ·retUi.'.'"ned to replac e Pas,torius as ae~nt fo'I' 

tll.e !rra.nld'ort L 2,,.""ld Company. , cooi1psn:-11ng him were h:ts you:ngoza 

brothe~, J"ugtus ~•alckner, and aevel"el theological. s·tud<mts. 

Justus W"!S ordained in 1703 at the Oloria De1 Church in i'llil• 

adelphie and ·took up e. pastorate ir,. ~le,i York. "I 

J)aniol li'slcltner remained in :.ennsylv:an1a and became tli.c 

pioneer Lutheran pastor thereo It is not kno\:1n just ,,i-:.en he 

vies o:t."de.1ned, but lle r,errormed the ministarial acts a.a cue 

nho pos ses sed the crede11t1nls of •i:.he ottice. 8 The i'i~st 

GeNon Lutheran congNJgat1on 1n Pennsylvania was organized 

by Ds.niol li'alckner in .Jontgor.iery county at ite\1 Hanove1• in 

. 1703. ~he 3ettlemant w~s kno~n as Faloknel'1 s Suamp, Gnd vss 

Gira Olivet- llothstein• Luthcre.n !•ialcel'a of Amel'ici:i O'hU ... 
adelphia: The Ullited.LutherP.n Fubl!cat!on House, Col930J, 
PP• 101-102. 

·7 Justus Falolmer' a ordination wes the tirst · uth rem oi-­
dination in America. fhe Swedish pastors, Rudman, Bjork, 
snd Sandel ot'f1c1ated. Qualben, tm• cit., P• 164. 

SQualben believes he ~as or<la1ned in Germany, either 
bef'ore 1694 or during his visit 1n 1698•1'100. Quelben, 91!• 
cito, »• 163. Flnck is of tl,e opinion tht\t he \7as not oz. 
deined- until et'ter he bege.n his wol'k in ?tew Jersey in 1'108. 
W1111aa-n J. li lnok., .Luthe1'"e.n Land.marks ..!!!& Plone.ers in .. mc1~aa 
(?h1ledelph1as General council Publ1oat1on House, 1931), 
p. 94. 



inhibited bf Lu·t11orans ,,ho h:id tJoompan:tod Fulcl..-ner to 

J\meric . i n 1700 . ..- a lcl.:nor s erved tho111 until 1708 Nhen ho 

lef't for r;c1,·1 Jci•se •9 In 1719, at Pelckner'e Sl7am9, r!tt~· 

aezaes ot l w d i\•ex-e d.onsted is a ~11 t e for a new churnh ... ~ld 

~choc1,.10 

OthGl" cong?tegstio:ns which c .. 1ne into ex!etence •:or l!) tl 020 

ct Ger:nr-.:~riio\·m ond :•t ilo.delphiac. .:ntho21;l J~cob Henl::el. ,;.._erman 

Lutheron p stor, ~rrived i n }Jnerice i n 1711 ue an e~ilo. ::e 

began preoching to the G~rm:m.s i n both of these places n ... 

,,,oll e~ :i.n the con.ex- gatio1~ al~oady · este.blishsd &t i·"alc!:..t1ot•• s 

~\'1 mp. It is probable that he :?ounded e.nd orge:nized t b.e aon­

t3I'eg~tiona in Germanto\vn snd '"'hile~el phi::.. Henl-c:el died in 

17::8 . 11 

i'he mcjority of Gel'lllan Luthor:m immiara.~ts 1n tha e.~11 

y eerH of l;ha lath Century l1eiled from the '}alatinatea ·.vbere ·e 

number or ws.x .. s ll:id scol'!'ed ~nd l."avaged their l c.n ~ s sn,1 home" . 

lOEtt"llund .-:e.oob l!olf', ~lle Lutl'\erans !!! A1ue1"1oa. (N&i.'1 York: 
J. Ao Hill exid ·oompeJ'lJ', 1889), P• 173. 

ll~ontz, 2.2• cit •• P• 68. Neve and Allbeck stnt~ that 
,To.hll Caspar ;5toever;-$r.,, is II supposed to ho.ve orgon1.sed11 

the f'irat oong,regat1on in t)bila.delphie.. See J. L. l'!eve end 
·.~illard. Do .Allbecli:1 [~story 2t tl:1,~ ,&IDihera11 ChUl .. ch __ 111 .i\mei'io" 
\BUl'lington, ! o!!al 1he Lutheran 1.i t erary l:SOal'd, 19-,i'f, P• 48 . 
•·ro.ebner is silent on the subject. Ee does mantion that the 
firat known pastor at Philadelphia we.a Johann Christian SehlJla, 
who c ~me in 173~. See l o L. Graebnsr, Gesohiohte der Luthel."­
isohen Kirche 1n America (St. Louts: Ooncord1a fubIIi'hin6 
House, 1892), Erster Theil, pp, 242-la4' • 


