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arrangensnt. Lt was changed. ‘what afternoon they met ‘ 

with the Minister of Education and the minister of Government 

and found thet private schools could be opened as lons as they 

did not interfere with politics. 

the next day they were offered an opportunity to buy 

tine on fadio Station iGw, the aeroneeet station in Guatemala, 

for the iutheran Hour, and subsequently the -program was 

broadcast over that stetion also. I ths evening there was 

_ & baptismal service in the home of Hr. Kurt Nottebohn. 

Carl-Ludevig Nottebohm, and Marlene Nottebohm were the first 

two children baptized by Rev. liayer in Guatemala. ‘he verse 

from Tobias 4, 6, "My son, be mindful of the Lord our God all 

thy days, and let not thy will be set to sin, or to transsress 

his caomuendnents,* was spoken over the children. 

On Wednesday, September 25, 1946, the representatives 

left the capital city of Guatemala and traveled to 4acapa by 

rail and arrived in that city by noon. They were met by a 

large delegation ahd taken to the Iglesia Evangélica Luterena, 

and wers welcomed there by a hymn sung by the children. During 

the afternoon they became acquainted with the leaders of the 

group, Er. Vasquez, Mr. Hlores, Mr. Keyes, and li. Yranco. In 

the evening the first service was held, attended by about 100 

people, ev. Fankow preached the sermon in Spanish on omens 

8, Sl, "If God be for us, who oan be against us?" Ab the end 

of the service, Mr. J. Filar Alvares of ruerto Barrios, a 

Visitor st these services in Zacapa, arose and called upon 
backsliders to reconcile thenselves to the Lord. obody arose.
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Next morning the two North americans visited the school- 

Masters in aacapa, the doctor, and the mayor of the city. 

ALL of them were very friendly and encouraged more education 

for the city. ‘hat afternoon, Rev. hiayer visited the 

friends Mission in Chiquimule and Miss Ruth Saith, discussing 

with her and her colleagues the purpose of his trip to 

Guatemala; pointing out, in answer to their questions, that 

the Lutheran Church could not be bound to the resolutions 

of theiz Synod in Guatemala and thst the Lutheran Church 

had the command to teach all nations also and would serve 

those who appealed to it. Rev. Pankow stayed in cacapa 

to discuss Baptism with the group there. That evening, 

service in Zacupa was attended by some 60 people and the 

s6raon was based oi Kevelabion 5, 20, “Behold, I stand 

at the door and knock: if any man hear my voice, and opén 

the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and 

he with me." ; 

fine next evening, Friday, September 27, 1946, there 

wes a baptismal service in Zacapa with twenty children being 

baptized, aAsong them were five of hir. Vasquea' children and 

four children of Mr. José Flores. ir, Alvarez opposed the 

practice of having sponsers, but all the children had sponsers 

for their baptism. : 

Gn Saturday Kev. Mayer and iiev. Pankow accompanied lir., ) 

Alvarez on the train to the coast toun of Fuerto Barrios, \ 

arriving there around five o'clock in the evening, difter a 

méal at the hotel by the side of the water, for this vas the  
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port clty for the country, they vent into a tropical bush 

house for their first meeting with the people of thet city. 

There were some 65 people at that first service. One 

élderly colored Jamaican, husband of one of the Spanish- 

‘speaking women who was at the service, made a short welcome 

specch, "O Lord, we thank Thee for sending these men to 

téach us the Gospel." The sermon, based on Romans 8, 31, 

was received with many “amen's" during the sermon pauses, 

and was preached by Rev. Fankow in Spanish. 

Suiday morning there was another Spanish service, Sunday 

School, during which Rev. Pankow explained much about the 

Lutheran Church. ‘Tpat afternoon the first service was held 

for the unglish-speaking Jamaicans. Just before this service, 

som6éonée in front of the building shouted out that the vhole 

group were "hypoerltes" and another men pursued hin with a 

Knife. Both of them were under the influence of alcohol. 

twenty-one persons attended this meeting, at which Rev. “ayer 

preached on Ephesians 1, 7a, "In whom we have redemption 

through his blood, the forgiveness of sins." One man in this 

group said, "I was all choked up for joy." lir. wiLloughby 

of the Fruit Company Dispensery was present and showed a 

petition he had gotten up to circularize, which asked the 

English Colony in Puerto Barrios to try to raise 7400 to move 

and renovate the chapel that had formerly belonged to the 

“anglican Church. He was told to continue his endeavor and 

to inform the Board of Home Missions of his success. 

That evenins another Spanish service was held, at which 

T
E
Q
V
e
 
w
e
r
e
 

|



  

Fe 
nr 

e
n
e
r
 

oat 
7o) 

ui 
: 

. 
he 

a 
meee 

  

57 

125 wers present. Israel Alvarez, the son of Mr, Pilar 

Alvarez, and the Sazarens preacher of Fuerto Barrios sang a 

duet during the service. Rev. Pankow preached on the text 

in Revelation 3, 20. A number of the people present wanted 

to make it known thet they wished Mr, Alvarez to be their 

pastor, and one man wished to be baptized, in accordance 

with a vision he had seen. lis nome was lir, biguel Garcia. 

fhe next afternoon, the Last day in ruerto Barrios, 

Sondsy, September 30, 1946, Rev. Fenkow explained Baptisn 

to the best of his ability, and despite the insistance of 

iy, Alvarez thet the group was not ready to accept the 

baptism of their children, the group wanted their children 

to be baptized that evening, After supper, and after a 

sewion on Mark 16, 1S-16, twenty children were baptized. in 

all causes, itev. “syer baptized the children. The adults had | 

all been baptized in the Roman Catholic Churoh during their | 

infancy. ‘Tnis was also the farewell service as far as this | 

trip to +uerto Barrios was concerned. 

In the morning, before the airplane left for the capital : 

Clty with the two representetives aboard, lr. Higuel Garcla 

came to the hotel with a strong plea that he be baptized. 

He was beptized there and My. Alvarez was one of the sponsers. 

In the plane on the way back to the capit«l city, the two 

repre sentatives had for companions, among other pas-engers, 

& parrot, a live turtle, and 4 bag of alligator skins. 

On Hednesday the two men saw the Chief of Immigration 

and found thst a minister could enter the country of Guatemala 
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with ‘the request for his entry and full stipulations as to 

his support from the group that would support him. They also 

had lunch with Dr. Holman, the new minister of the Union 

Church. yom Guatemala, they went to 1 Salvedor and 

Honduras for surveys, and from there back to liexico City. 

the author of this thesis has given a full account of 

these few days in Guatemala on the part of The Hissouri — 

Synod's representatives so thet every one may know just 

what was involved on this first missi mary 6xpLloratory 

trip. The total cost of the trip for the two men, excluding 

the trips to 41 Salvador and “onduras, was about 3750.00. 

Duxing the trip, Rev. Kayer wrote almost constantly 

to Dr. Streufert, and in one letter he stated: 

Our work is taking very definite directions. #e are 
convinced that the Lord has a big field for us here. 
the country is wide open. Fankow feels that ve 
should consider centering our activities in Cuatenala, 
sven to the establishing of our training school here. 
it may be casier to bring our prospective students 
to Guatenela than to establish tuo schools: in . 
Guatemala and in Hexico, All this wiil be further 
discussed between us. «e need manpower - and need it 
quickly. . » e#lready on Saturdsy evening three 
colored men, Lnglish-speaking Jamaicans, asked for a 
sérvice, Their expressions of the hunger and thirst 
for God's Word deeply moved us. . . «they have already 
Witten to Brownsville. Ferhaps you have their letter. 
thet also is a great field. There are about 1000 of 
them right here in Barrios. . . .e put in long days 
and strenuous days. Yesterday we walked to the church 
three tines, back and forth, along the railroad tracks, 
& distance of about eight miles in all. .. Gur meals 
AG good = too good. our and five course lunches and 
dinners, we don't eat it all, “ere is a@ menu ofa 
dinner: Yruit juice, soup, rice and pigs knuckles, 
Scrambled exus, meat, potatoes, some mative wegatabies 
eoffee and desse:t - baked banana, very delicious. 

Se oseuneseesnereane 

4 letter from Rev. Mayer to Dr. Streufert, dated Sept. 
SO, Lode. 
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In a brief report to the Board for Home Missions, Rev. 

Mayer summed up some of the impressions of the work in Guate- 

mala and, thanking the Home Mission Board for the confidence 

placed in himself and Rev. Pankow by sending them as 

representatives of the Board on so difficult and far- 

reaching a mission, he said: 

The Lutheran Hour has paved the Vey es The Catholic i 
elergy has last its hold in government circles. ie 
slsnéd up four new stations in Guatemala and El . 
Salvador, and made contact with two in Honduras. 
e « sOhG man should be called at once and as soon 
aS possible two candidates should be placed at his 
slide, -- The ficlds are white unto harvest. 

Tne Lutheran Hour office in 5t. Louis was very appreci- 

ative of the sfforts to expand their outlets in Central 

+merica and wrote both to the Board of Missions and to 

Kev, Pankow in order to continue pressing the urgency of 

their work. The Board for Home Missions was ready to get 

into the work of Guatemala by calling a man for the position | G 

of first missionary to that ‘country. In November, Dr. 

Streufert and Rev. Mayer, his assistant, began to search 
A
n
n
e
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for likely men. Meanwhile, Rev. Pankow was asked to visit 

Guatemala again during November and in Januerye 

There was a long period of waiting for those in Zacapa 

and Puerto Barrios. Especially those of the Spanish-s,eaking 

group in uerto Barrios‘wére not as sure of tiemselves and 

véry much worried about the future of their little group. Most 

of all, they did not find themselves in agreement with the 

Ores RS 

TAL A Mayer, "Brief Report on Exploration Trip to liexico, 

Guatemala, £1 Salvador, and Honduras." ned. 
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Lutheran Church on certain points of doctrine and practice, 

  

and, substantially, these points of disagreenent, written 

to Rev. Pankow, were the basis for their vacillation for 

the next two years. ‘They wrote hin: 

t with pain the committee commissioned to direct this 
letter to you (plural) doés it with the faith that 

. you (plural) will be satisfied with our frankness, 
; as when you were with us. You told us that in order 

to recognize us as members, we must Lfirst study the 
doctrine in the light of the Word, Very well said. 
4nd that we were at Liberty to choose whether we would 
like or not like the doctrine, and after one year of 
test you would recognize us as members. we think that 
this would be one year of vacillating without having 
@ definite backing. The church has studied the doctrine 
and in the mestings has studied some points that don't 
appear well to us. 1) Tne baptism of children, as you 
preoctice it, that you have sponsors. It is believed 
that this is not soriptural, and thus the Koman Church 
practices it here in Guatemala, and we don't want 
anything that brings Romanism, 2) ie don't accept 

i candles, nor crucifixes, nor crosses on the altar, 
} bcecause ve- believe that God is a spirit and there is no 

necessity to use material things on the alter. That is 
used only in the Roman temples, 3) The catechism 
teaches the office of the keys and confession. That ve 
do not understand the menner in which you believe it, 
because it treats of a confessor, and if Christ is our 
confessor, why use mediators as the itomans do? 4) That 
there isn't liberty in the services to prey and to testify 
as the evangelical churches here are accostomed to do. 
Lyerythins is too mechanical without the liberty of the 
spirit. 5) That you do not make the nationa). worker 
Capable, that he must study many years in order to be 
able to carry out some position in the church. If you 
correst the declared points, which do not scem well to 
us as you teach them, we are ready to adhere to the 
Lutheran Church, . . eZhis which we say in the present 
letter is not that you becone discouraged or desist in 
your plans. It is that. you might soon send missionaries 
in order to open fields. If this business is of God, 
He will take charge of it. Here in this port are many 
people that desire the Lutheran doctrins, and I am ee 

that very soon you Will have people. . . .Asfar a as 
moral part is concerned, we are at your orders. j3 
hesitete to trouble us. Hg the committee, (signed 

ese ceeS 

Siletter from the church at Puerto Barrios to Rev. Pankow, 

Gated Oct. 30, 1946.


