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GEAETER I 

IETRODUCTION 

the Aistory of Migsions is an intensely interesting and 

profitable study; intexesting because it reveals God's 

bysterious guidance in the spreading of His Holy Word to 

every noblon, end profitable because through its study one 

can learn to Judge successes and failures of the Church's 

work In sortsin areas, end plan to profit in the future by 

hecding their alenels. 

: thE pyesent history of the Lutheren Church - Missouri i} os 

synod in uuatemala up to dunce, L943, the author will attempt 

bo set forth Glearly the incidents which led ta the calling 

of ths first missionary to Guaterala, and the history of his   first tuenty-two months in the field, with an account of 

the help he reecived fron student vicars fron Concordia 

seminary. 

“ short history and -g-ography of the republic of 

Gistenalea mey be uscful to the understanding of this thesis. 

Lhe sountry gaine: ite independance from spain in Levi, 

while the present constitution dates-t5 March Ll, 1943, 

this eanstitubion grants relislous frecion ani provides for 

& denoeraticereprescatbabive form of governnent.t It is the 

Kost ulous of the Central asGrican acpublies, «ith a 

papulation or sors than three million people. it lics just 

Ree ero ee 

Ivonstitucidn de. la Republica de Guatemala: Hereh Ll, Ls45. 
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to the south of licxicos between 15° 428° and 179 49° North 

Letitude. It is the northernmost rej;ublic of Central america. 

the area of Guatemala is 54,452 square miles.. a description 

of the terrain of the country is, in generals that thers 

is a tropical Facific Coastal Lowland, averazing 50 miles in 

width; ths Sierra Madre range of mountains, reaching, in 

some placés, an altitude of 14,006 fects; a high platesux 

country; the vicrra de Las Minas range of mountains, paralicl 

to wich runs the Motegua River, which flows into the 

Caribbean; and the Atlantic Coastal Flain, called the reten 

Plein, which comprises almost one-third of the area of the 

cointry. Guatemala City, the capital, lics 193 miles by 

rail fron buerto Barrios on the atlantic Coast and 75 niles 

by rail from Puerto san Jose on the Pacific Coast. NWidway 

between tuerto Barrios and Guatemala City lies 4acapa, a rail 

center, ‘Ihe chief exports of the country sre coffee, bananas, 

sugar, end chicle for chewing gum. 

The cities most important for our study are cuatemala 

‘City, situated on a cool platesuz, altitude 5000 feet, the 

lergesi of the cities in Central americas ruesto Barrios, 

third-largest city in the republic, and the chiet seaport, 

situated at the edge of a swempy junsle; and sacapa, fourth 

Largest city, Located on the Kotague River, 20 miles inland 

from the atlantic Coast, at an clevabion of about 700 feet, 

  

2iallace Thompson, "Guatemula," The snovelopacdia 
Britennica (New York: Ine Sncyclopacdia Sritannica, inc., 
L957) X, 939-44,
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surrounded by mounteins that cut off rain from both coasts, 

making th.t region a semi-desert. Ib would be well to 

reier to the map in Appendix G. 

while most of the inhabitants of the Facific HishlLands 

area of the country are descendants of the Mayan Indians 

and speak the (quiche language, those anons whom the Lutheran 

Ghurch is working at present in the cities of 4acepa and 

Suerto Barrios are of mixed Spanish and Indian blood, and 

aré caulied mestizos. They spesk the Spanish lanzuage. Those 

among whom the Church is working in the capital city, at 

present, speak three Languages; German, Snclish, and Spanish. 

Much of the material for this thesis has been drawn 

frou letters, not a few of whic h were originally written in 

Gpenish, and translated by the suthor. some of them, 

especially those found in the files of the Board for dome 

Missions, heve been translated by Rev. andrew “clendez, 

Spanish-language translator for Concordia fublishing house, 

ot. Louis. 

Tne author wishes to thank Rev. Scrman a, Mayer for 

cheerfully granting permission to use the files of ths 

Board for Home Wissions, and frofessor &. C. dinmermann 

for permission to use his files and those of the Mission 

School at Concordia Seminary, 5st. Louis. ; 

“il refersnce to “fne Lutheran Church" or to "The 

Missourl Lutheran Church" refer to The Lutheran Church - 

Missouri Synod, since it is the only Lutheran body working 

in Guatemala and in Central anerica.
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CHAPTER IT 

CORRESEONDUNCGH LSADING TO A SURVEY OF THE FIELD 

Concerning 4Zacapa 

Christian bookstores are invaluable, for by méans of 

such stores Christian Literature reaches into hones and 

places where a@ pastor oftimes does not visit. So it was, 

that, while the Missouri Lutheran Uhurch was doing no active 

work among any of the Spsanishespsaking peoples of Central 

fuGrica by having missionaries or colporteurs anong then, 

it wes réaching into Central america through its bookstore, 

Lu Librerte Evangéliea Luterana, situated in Brownsville, 

Yexas. This bookstore has since been moved to Mcallen, Texas. 

Good Christian Literature is not at all easy to obtain in 

Guatemala, and it is the custom of certain of those who are 

very interested in tract missions to print out the names 

of bookstores so thus mony may have the opportunity of writing 

for Literature of their own. Sométine near the end of the 

year 1945, ua man by the nawe of Linn P, Sullenberger, living 

in Guatemala City, Calle Jalendaria, Vriente, apartaio 378, 

printed the nase of our spanish bookstore in Brownsville, 

“exes, in his suall magazine SL Mensajero (The Kessenger.)1 

at times tracts from “r. Sullenberzer's press are hended 

  

1a letter from Mr, alfredo Vasquez a. to Rev... Harry He 
Saith, dated Nov. 15, 1945. :
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out on trains or distributed at the doorg in various sities. 

in gone way his periodilesi reached the hands of a carpenter 

in the city of sacape in the department (state) of Zacapa, 

matenala, This carpenter, lr. José alfredo Vasquez Aldana, 

belonged to what he later ainittealily called the "seet" of 

the friends. Sr. Vasquez wote a letter on Aovenber 13, 

1945 to the Librerda avangélica Luterane and asked for on 

&ssortuent af Literature for distribution end for @ blasriae 

phy of #sertin Luther.® His daughter of less than fiftecn 

yeéors of age wrote a letter with his letter and sent it, too, 

to sev, Harsy H. Sulth, thé manager of the bookstore.” 

Tiese tuo Letters wers writven on notebook paper such as 

sehacl children uss, bhe spanish spelling was very poor, bub 

fron the tons of the letters they ssemed to be Uhristian 

Fratestant pesple. 

Rev. Harsy ocuith imsedLately sent a package containing 

one hundred forty-two pleces of Literature and, on the seme, 

day, iiovenber 16, 1945, he weote a rine letter to the Vasquez 

fanily, notifying them of the packags he sent them, thanking 

then for thelr interest, and asking then pertinent quéstisnus 

about the religious situation in their eclty. since the 

Priendliness of this Letter had mush to do with the continued 

interest of Mr Vasquez and since it brought answers which 

  

®ibid., sce appendix A‘far letver and translation. 
  

S. letter trom Hiss Bilda Vasquez to Rev. smith, dated 
‘Hove 13, 1945. ee Appendix B for this lettcr and transietion.
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have resulted directly in the bezinning of the work of the 

Lutherzn Chureh in Guatemala, the author ‘feels it very 

necessary to quote from it, trenslating from the Spanish, 

which, of course, was used in the original: 

The contents of the package are: 2 Snall Catechisns, 
1 "Life of Luther," 1 "fhe Lvangelical Lutheran Church 
in the Light of Scripture," 1 "Thy Sins are forgiven 
Thee," 1 "what Lutherans Teach," 4 booklets of Seginners' 
Sunday School Leaflets (one complete copy of the 
lessons for the year 1945), 40 "are You A Christian? ," 
20 "Martin Luther," 20 "Only Helicve," 20 “Today,” 
20 "Hook of ages," 10 "Christ Crucified," 1 Prayer 
Boak, and a copy of the Noticiezo Luterano (Spanish- 
Llanguags Lutheran Witness. 

  

iy prayer is that the Holy Spirit bless your study of 
the booklets and the distribution of the tracts. The 
sunday School Leaflets are good to rexd to the children 
and to explain the story, using the pictures later, 
while asking the guestions. 

e e elf you know others who would like to receive our 
neuspaper free of charge for one year, we ask you to 
sénd us their names and addresses. 

it is a pleasure to send you this literature so that you 
con help us announce the Gospel of Christ. «at the sane 
tine we are interested in knowing how you knew of our 
bookstore. I would like to know how our Literature 
got into your hends, iil you vrite me so that I can 
show those that support our bookstore and the Fund for 
tracts for Free Distribution that God is blessing the 
worlky 

Our Evengelical Lutheran Church also is looking for new 
fields of work in Latin America. Therefore I ask if, 
in your opinion, there are places in your country where 
sur church can come without duplicating the work of 
another church. we like to work where the existing 
protestant churches cannot reach the whole population 
or where there are no other protestant churches. Of what 
protestant church are you? Lf you are protestant or 
evangelical, but not affiliated with a church, would 
you like to learn more bout The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, with the possibility of becoming members if 
you believe that our doctrine is truly biblicaly= 

ne renew senor ne enn 

45 letter from Rev. Snith to Mr. Vasquez, dated Nov. 1G, Lu
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uy, Vasquez answered this letter imacdiately and gave 

the nemes of five people to whom he thought the Noticiers 

Luterano should be scent. Among them wis the name of the pastor 

of the Jriends Church in 4acape. “We mentioned that he be- 

longed to the iriends, but that they were nob able to caver 

tie territory in that department of 100,000 inhebitants, and 

that he had mentioned to some that sur church was thinking 

of working there and that they had said thet would be fine. 

in closing his letter, ne asked for a copy of Christian 
  

Liberty by Hartin Luther.” 

Through a long series of letters, Xev. Smith collected 

@ large anount of information concerning the people of 4acupa 

and thoge in the sphere of Lutheran influence, ‘here was a 

g6neval sense of dissatisfaction with the Sriends Church 

evident in the letters, These Letters sug ested especielly 

that they vere lacking in love and did not preach to ail as 

they shouid. ‘this undoubtedly sprang from the fact that they 

wers a pexfectionistic group and were prone to criticize 

severely the worldliness about them and to indulge in buck= 

biting auong themselves. re Vasyuez gave the names of more 

who should receive the Noticicro. among these vere the 

  

names of a doctor and two Lawyers in 4acapa and names of muny 

6ven outside of his towmm. “ce gave the name and address of the 

han with whom iiev. Smith could exchange our paper for that 

entitled Vorazon ¥ Vida (“eart and Lite), a Fricnds' puplication. 

  

16 ee letter from mr. Vasquez to sev. Saith, dated Dec. 

$450 

, 

, 
PRITZLARF MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

CONCORDIA SEMINARY 

sy. LOU, HO: ese:
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this same letter <ives an exemple of the type of back 

biting that went on among those who called th.imselves 

"evanzélicals." Hr. Vascuez told tev. Salth that ‘ar, Jose 

Plores, who had also begun writing to Rev. Smith, no longer 

belonged t2 any church because his (Flores') wife and the 

pastor of the iriends Church had been plotting tovether to 

get us. Flores to leave her husband.® ‘This type of tale- 

bearing, was common anong those with Friends backround and 

carried on through the Lutheran group in Zacapa for quite a 

while, Réve Snith tactful.y handled such situations and 

was also very evangelical in his words as he tried to clear 

Up cértisin joctrinal difficulties in the next months, the 

first months of 1946. 

Just before Christmas in 1945, Mr. Vasquez received the . 

package of literature thet Rev. Suwith sent to him, and wrote 

thet he was very happy with the books and tracts and that he 

had begun to distribute the tracts. Ho added that most of 

the people in nis region were totally ignorant of iuther and 

or his wonderful teschings, snd said that it was nob their 

Teult, but thet of those who were teaching them. #6 concluded 

this letier of grest joy by saying that his daughter Hilda 

"esta & volverse loca’ (was almost hysterical with joy) over 

the lessons for the children.’ She also wrote a note along 

with her father's letter and said that since not many in 4acazna 

  

  ae oe 

1 64 letter from Mr. Vasquez to Rev. Sulth, dated vGc. 25, 
945, 

"Ibid.
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knew how to play the organ, she wags beginning to learn, and 

was intercsied in receiving a hymnbook with words and notes. 

she concluded her letter by saying, "Ojala que Uds. pudiéron 

establecer una obra aqui 6n Guatemala." (Oh, I hope that you 

ean establish work here in Guatemala.)& This expression of 

hers cane only a short month and a half eaiter the first letter 

Trom 4aeapea asking for Literature. efore the end of ins 

year, during that last week of 1945, there came letters to 

Rev. Suith from three other sources in Jacapa: from Mx. angel 

Vasquez, Alfredo Vasquez! brother; 9 from iir, Manuel Franco 

and Jesus Ferez;+° ana from Hr. José Flores. Mr. Vdsquez 

must have been very anxious to bring these men to agree to 

assent to 4utheran work in Guatemala, for hr, Flores wrote: 

Now with respect to myself, I will tell you that I do 
not have anything against affiliating with you, but I 
must know the doctrines thet you teach. and so I ask 
you to send me some books thet I may learn your doctrincs 
and, if they please me, I will begin to work. To con- 
clude, 1st me advise you that 1 have known Jesus in ny 
heart for 13 years already and imow the work of the 
Spirit of Christ and that in it there is no failing, 
and I know how to work well. 

» «- o4zacapa is a large department that has, I belisve, 
more or 1léss 100,000 inhabitents. There is much need 
for laborers in the work. L 

  

84 letter from Miss Hilda Vasquez to Rev, Smith, dated 
Dec, 25, 1945. ‘ 

9% letter from lir, angel Vasquez to Rev. Saith, dated 
Dec. 29, 1945. 

10, letter from Mr. Manuel Franco to Rev. Smith, dated 
Deo. 29, 1945. 

11, letter from Mx. José Flores to Rev. Suith, dated Dec. 
17, 1945,
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The others wrote in the same vein, showing, perhaps, 

their ignorence of the fact that the Lutherans would ask then 

to go through quite some rigorous training, before they could 

- become members, but at the same tine showing their great zeal 

for souls. So great was their anxiety to spread ths news 

about the Lutheran Church that before the year was over, they 

had held the first "Lutheran" service in Guatemala. ‘he writer 

feéls that it is most important to give the whole text of the 

letter, signed by cight 4acapanecos, that announced the first 

"Lvangelical Lutheran Service" in Guatemala. It was written 

by Mix, Vasquez for the group, and reflects much about their 

way of thinking regarding church work. with great joy, they 

wrote: 

Jour brother in Jesus, Ww salute you with the love of 
Jésus in our hearts and hope to find you with your 
honored fanily rejoicing in the bléssings of the Lord. 
We do not know the family, but are happy to salute them, 
I had wanted to write you upon receiving your letter, 
and I was enxisus to teli you that the tracts, especially 
those which treat of the doctrines you teach, have deen a 
sreat blessing, for this is whst I wanted, and what we 
all wanted, I believe. fhe Friends Church, of which 
I was a member, does not teach the whole truth of 
Seripturs. They teach that Baptisa is not necessary and_ 
they say the same of the Holy Supper. They teach aiss 
that sanctification is not progressive, but instantansous, 
and that it is possible to attain it in this world in 
spite of what st. Faul says in Fhilippians 5, 12 and 
following. 

fhe object of this letter is to give yw the news that 
today, Jecember 3U, the joy of some of the brothers wes 
6° great thet we had to celebrate the first service as 
the "Svangelical Lutheran Church." (Although we were 
few, you know that great things begin vith small ones.) 
God blessed us in a special way. 

There are many who are ready to unite with us. ‘The number 
of brothers and unconverted was over 23 and a few 
children, and we have an idea to have a sign made with the



il 

nane of “"kvangelical Lutheran Church." Our department 
is largs, as I told you before, with more than 100,000 
inhabitants, and if there are 500 believers, that is a 
lot. furthermore, the mission is pr8oceupied and souls 
are being lost for the lack of love. Now, if you would 
ask them, they would say that they are working, end the 
rest of the missions say tht they are working in the 
republic. Sut that is a lic. Guatemala needs a mission 
that truly obeys the command of the Lord in St. Mark 14, 
15 and 16. Imagine, brother! The clty where I live is 
very Large; furthermore, it has a central train station 
from which three railroads leave. One of them goss to 

| the Republic of 1 Salvador. In a word, it is a city 
with much business, but if you would ask how many services 
ars held in the neighborhoods in the city, they would 
tell you, none! Isn't thet a shanc? Hecause of this, 
we hope thet you will come to work here. God will bless 
your work. Yell us when you will come. ie are expecting 
you, becsuse we need you. When you come, you will see 
for yourself that it is true thet Guatemala needs the 
Gospel of Christ. 

7 
o
e
 

ae
 

wlll you send us hymnals, oné with music, three packets 
: of Sunday School riaterial and sore tracts for distribution? 
: As I told you before, my daughter plays the organ, as 
q well as a boy who is a signer here. we have met with the 

aifficulty that we do not aave an organ and we who cone 
posé this Little church thet just formed are poor. 

If God wills, we will continue holding services in the 
cottages of the brothers. Fray for us and we will pray 
for you. I believe that your pray-rs wil: sustain us. 
If you heve not received the letters some of the brothers 
wrote, you will receive them soon. The news of this 
"Eivansélical Lutheran Church" has been a sucecss, thanzs © 
to God. In the name of the church we sign:+2 

God ned worked in a most marvelous way through the book- 

store in Texcs. The director of the store, Rev. Smith, dcemed 

| it advisable to send all the letters received thus fer from 

4acapa to Dr. IF, C. Streufert, the ixccutive Secretary ofr the 

 Boerd for Home Missions in North end South america. after he 

sent the letters to Dr, Streufert in St. Louis, Nev. «indrew 

  

= 
_ Melendez, Spanish-lan-uage Lutheran nour Speaker and translator 
a, = 
— 

= . 124 letter from the Church at Zacapa to kev. saith, dated 
Yec. 50, 1945, See Appendix C for the full original text. 
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of Spanish literature for Conoordla Publishing House in st. 

Louis, did them into tnglish for Dr. Streufert. Hev. Smith 

wrote to the men in «<acapa telling them of this fact, and say- 

ing that it was "a triumph of the Word of God" that they had 

constituted themselves as a Lutheran Church. He asked the 

quéstion whether Literature printed in the United States was 

well-received, iIn somé countries it is hailed as "Yankes 

propaganda." He asked whether the constitution of Guatemala 

permitted forei;mers, end especially North Americsens, to 

Gstablish primary and sécondary schools in Guatemala, He asked 

for the number of protestant churches and schools in dacapa 

and vwnether there was a religious book store in that city. 

Vinully, he asked whether the iFriends Church was opposed to 

what they vere doins and whether it would be possible for our 

church to build buildings in 4acapa. He stressed: 

Aas I wrote you in one of my first letters, we do not want 
to disturb the work of another church. Kut your desire 
to have the sacraments of Holy Baptiam and the Lord's 
Supper and to gain more souls for the Gospel of Christ 
is « Liblical and praiseworthy one. It was a surprise 
to me to know tht the Friends do not value Baptism and 
the Lord's Supper. .o » every Christian has the solemn 
obli-ation to fight for and to urge the teachings of the 
Word of God in all its truth and purity and the correct 
administration of Beptism and the Lord"s Supper. .« « «for 
the préscnt I will continue to send the literature thet 
you ask for with the prayer th t the will of God be done 
to His glory and to salvation of many souls in Guatemala. 
God grant that the divangelical putheran Church grows in 
4acapa and in all of Guatemala.-” 

Mx, Vasquez wrote an answer to all of these questions and 

: included in his letter an officially-sealed report of the 

  

‘ 13, letter from Rev. Saith to Mr. Vasquez, dated Jan, 15, 
946.
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census taken in the beginning of 1946 in that department. 

The census gave the population of the city of Zacapa as 

14,796 ‘the answers he gave Rev. snith were of much value: 

: 1. « o atoday the Gvangeiistic literature that reaches 
‘ us from the North Americans is well-received, except 

among the fanatical xonanists who say that it is a 
form of congqusst. but for the most part, that is 
not the case. 

2 An Gvangelical missionary can teach in a privste 
school in my country, since the friends Mission has 
& primary school in the Uepartment of Chiquimula. 

4, In the city of aacapa there are two protestant 
~churches, the friends Church and the Baptist Church. 

Se The Friends have 75 members and the Baptists heve 
no more than 35. « « o 

F 7. In 4acapa neither of the two churches has a school. 
The government maintains a primary school hers, The 
news that I gave to meny important people in the 
Governnent that you will come to our country with the 
purpose of establishing primary and secondary schools 
has beGn received with praise. 

8 In 4acapa ve would like to have an evangelistic 
library since there is none. There is no print 
shop of any kind in the Department. 

S. In 4acapa the pastors are natives, but they can be 
North Anericans. 

10, The opposition On the part of the friends is Litile 
or nothing. 

11. In Guatemala a church can buy property that it 
wants, and any foreigner can also buy property.14 

  

Lite Vasquez also gave the order of services thet were 

held weekly by the newly-formed church in Zacapa. They held 

services almost every days 

lionday: Prayer meeting in my house. 
Tuesdays -—< = ; j 
ednesday: Meetings in the home of kr. José Flores. o« . 
Thursday: Catechism study in my hous6. « . 
Friday: Children's service with an attendance of 50. . . 
saturday: Study of the Sunday School lesson in my house. 

God always blesses us with an attendence of Sl. 
sundays Sunday school. fe have three classes. I an 

in charge of the adult class. That of chiidren 
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14, letter from Mir. Vasquez toa ev. Smith, dated eb. 4, 
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from G~7 yéars of age is taught by my daughter 

ie baught by Mra, Bileabeth Wlores, ¢ 26) oe eee « ; 

A letter from Mr. Vasquez! sister, Amada, told of a ser= 

vice Guring which a men who had been under the influence or 

alcohol for 25 years was converted to the Lord and was now a 

very happy person. She also mentioned that the entire Vasquez 

céelationship that Lived in their neighborhood, called "La 

Laguna,” numbered about 30 persons. £6 another sister of lir. 

Vdsquez, Odilia, in a letter dated Vebruary 19, 1946, told of 

the repentance of two wen in the Sunday service of the loth 

of Februcry and of the reconciliation of a woman on the 17th 

of february, These letters, too, reflect the spirit with 

which the people who were called “evangelicals" worked, ir. 

Vasquez sent a List of tayns in the surrounding territory 

with the nunber of protestants in cach town. All of these 

little churches were — and are - served by Guatemaltecos and 

many of them mect only in private hones. His list included 

the following: 
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Guincal 20 
aa0apa 975 
Rio Honds 350 
Guaranja 20 
HMalluelas 15 
Gualdn 50 
Llano Largo 16 
San Juan de la 

Reforna 40 
#1 Chile : 25 

Loria. 

16, letter from Amada Vésquez to Kev. Smith, dated Jan. 
Sl, 1946,
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aoe : 

Car! 
La Union > pae?: 

This list shows that very few protestants lived in the 

area, The ¥rlends Church, however, was the strongest in the 

arca, Tne group that was working in Guatemala was connected 

with The California Yearly Hecting of the Friends Church. BE 

They have their headauarters in a city in the mountains behind 

4acapa called Chiquimula. There they maintain a secondary 

sehool and have a staff or anerican workers. Miss Auth Smita, | ‘ 

who has since dica, +? was one of their oldest workers. Upon 

hearing that a group in 4acapa were calling themselves Luther- 

ans, she wrote a note to Rev, anith, asking for “the name of 

the Gen, Seo'y or officer of Mission Bd. that hes to do with 

: Latin jmerica df thé Missouricsynod ‘of the Lutheran: Church."20. 

when Reve Smith sup licd her with Dr. Streufert's name, she 

then wrote to him and complained to hin that a groun of “cone= 

outers" had broken off from the Friends Church in Zacapa and 

wers using the name Lutheran and saying that they expected 

"the coming of one or two missionaries, money for property, 

schools, an organ, and support for workers, well paid." she 

  

174 istter from Mr. Vasquez to Rev. Snith, dated Feb. 4, 
1946. 

18tnrra, Apsendix E. 

19, letter from Rev. Ho 4. Baysr to Hr. John astleford 
of Chiquimula, Guatemala, dated May 29, 1947. lijss Saith 
died April 19, 1947, at the age of 77. She had been in 
Guatemala 41 years. 

204 letter from Miss Ruth Snith to Rev. Smith, dated 
_ den, 12, 1946.
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descoribsd the Evangelical Synod of Guatemala, It is composed 

of fresbyterians, the interdenominational Central American 

Mission, the Nazarene, the Primitive kethodist, and the 

friends churches. “Territory is allotted and Limits of the 

sence are respcated by the missionary bodies belonging to the 

Synod."®l Dr. Streufert replied, assuring Miss Smith that to 

date, the "cone-outers" had not applied to the Board of 

Missions for anything, and that "it has ever been the policy 

of our Hission Department not to proselytize nor to approach 

any rield fully occupied by given missionary groups." te 

mentioned that he had received correspondence trom other 

Lutherans in Guatemala and that 1f someone should be sent 

to Guatemala, they would be glad to visit her, 22 

after this came a letter from Zacapa to Dr. Streufert 

asking for his pray<«rs and support, reaching him in april, 

1946. It was written by Mr. Vasquez, president, and iirs. 

flores, secretary, of the “vangelical Lutheran Church. This 

letter mentioned that the Friends were charging the Lutheran 

Church with being too much like the Catholic Church and thet 

the group in Zacapa would wait in vain for help to come to 

them from the United States. The group told Dr, streufert 

that they were confident he would begin now to help them, 25 

  

“la letter from Miss Smith to Dr. Streufert, dated Jan. 
29, 1946. 

22a letter from Or. Streufert to Hiss Smith, dated Neb. 
4, 1945, 

ooh letter from Mr, Vasquez to Dr, streufert, dated 

April 10, 1946.
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During the spring of 1946 the little church at Zacapa 

éontinued to preach the Word of God, ever striving to become 

more and more true to the doctrines found in the Bible and 

explained in Luther's Small Catechism. The group in Zacapa 

; madé periodic trips to a village four miles from 4acapa, calied 

Maguey. Aman in that village by the name of énrique "ucntes 

joined the Zacapa group and he even began to serve two more 

villeges with his preaching. In June, itr, Vasquez wrote about 

this new work ani stressed again that "1t is imperative that 

you send a man here.“ He shoved that the ficld was in need 

of an experienced preacher and that he felt he co.ld not do 

Justice to the work. 4e also mentioned that Srother Flores 

had stopped coming to the services and that an "unpleasant 

téestinony" had appeared about him. Mr. Vasquez felt that he 

ought not even cone to services any more unless he repented. 24 

here verc o number of men such as “r, Enrique fuentes 

throughout the area who had some degree of connection with 

the Lutheran group in 4acapa. Some of then wrote to Rev. 

Smith or to Dr. sStreufert. <All of these letters helpec the | 

Board af Missions in North and South America to reach the 

decision to enter Guatemala, their first act being to send a 

nen to survey the field. This decision was reached during 

the last days of June, 1946, in a meeting of thet Board,25 

emeomnoerenae 

  

24, letter from Mr, Vasquez to Rev. Guith, dated June 9, 
1946, 

254 letter from Dr. Streufert to Rev. Moeller, dated 
July 35, 1946,
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Concerning Fuerto Barrios 

wo of the men who wrote fron Guatemala showing their 

interest in the new church, were preachers xliseo J. Duarte 

of Jocotdn,26 and José Pilar Alvarez of Fuerto Barrios. 

Already in February iir, Alvarez had written to Rev. Smith, 

asking for literature about Luther and the Lutheran Church, 

of which he had heard through Mr, Vasquez.”’ A lively ex- 

Change of letters also bexan between Rev. Smith and a newly- 

formed group) in Fuerto Barrios. It must be noted, hovever, 

that ag tip, Alvarez gathered a group about him in that port 

city, his continued study of Lutheran teachings did not bring 

him into such complete doctrinal asrecment with the Lutherans 

as it had Hr, Vasquez. Although he wrote to Rev. Snith 

regularly, end his #roup also askea for help in their tovn, 

and wers as cager as the 4acapanccos for representatives 

from the United Stetes to visit with then, iir. Alvarez was 

very secptical about the Lutheran teachings regarding the 

Sacranents. ir. Vasquez and his group studied and pelieved 

that whet they read in “utheran literature was in accord with 

God! s Holy Word. Sot so with bar. Alvarez. He carried on much 

docixinal discussion with Rev. ‘Smith, Mr. Vasquez, and with 

the men of the Board for Missions in St. Louis. He had been 

€@ pastor of the friends Chureh in Fycrto Barrios, but through 

  

26, letter from ur. Duarte to Rev. Smith, dated larch 15, 
1946. 

Fo 27, letter from Mr, alvarez to Rev. Smith, dated Feb. &, 
46. ;
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certain difficulties he had bsen forced to leave that office. 

Ke wrote a great many tracts over a period of years. One of 

them tells of his conversion in 1916 and of his many trials 

in the Lord’s work ever since.*? sone of his tracts, dating 

as fer back as 1934, are to be found in the files of the 

School of Missions, Concordia seminary, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Hr, Alvarez had one stutement thet was written into most of 

his letters, It was, "Esto que le digo guarde 61 secreto."29 

(what I tell you is a secret that you must guard.) 

Despite his doubts, Mr. Alvarez was the sort of man vio 

Simply had to testify to the Lord Jesus, though in his own 

peculiar way, and in duly of 1945 he wrote to Hr. Vascuez of 

Zacepa telling him that he had a group of 60 people gathered. 

eround hin that was studying the Lutheran writings, and if 

6verything went well, they were ready to call themselves 

Lutheren.99 In 4usust, vhen the representatives of the Lutheran 

Church were ready to go to Guatemala from the United States, 

ir, Alvarez was very anxious to become a Lutheran pastor and 

asked many questions concerning that point. lic pointed out 

thet the other churches of his country were angious for hin 

to join them again, (he had been pastor in a number of then) 

but thet he was »ore willing to wait until the men from the 

RSENS tem CoE Ee Boe e oe 

#83, Pilar Alvarez, tract: Fara Honra del EVa‘GsLIO, 
Jan., 1947, 

£94 letter fron mr, Alvarez to Rev. Snith, dated March 
50, 1946, and others. 

40, letter from Mr. Alvarez to Mr. Vasquez, dated July 
= 16, 1946.
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United States would speak to him about the Lutheran Church. Sl 

Mr, Alvarez made trips to various parts of Guatemala, accept— 

ing preaching engagements, for he was quite noted for his per- 

suasive povers and evangelistic work. He contacted one 

Joechin Yela and this man, too, veote a series of letters 

to the United States, 9" and later met with the representatives 

who first visited in Guatemala, His entinsiasm wes un- 

bounded, It is sad to , ote, however, th<t in two letters 

written in September, 1946, the month that Rev. liayer and 

Rev. Pankow visited Guatemala for the first tine, mr. Alvarez 

told mr, Vésquez "We want a chapel. That is what interests 

us the :ost."55 fron all of the letters in the series 

betwecn these two men in Guatemala, it appears that tir. 

Alvars, was most anxious to become a salaried Lutheran 

pastor and at the samc tine continue to do the work in the 

seme manner in which he had been doing it for years. 

enother man in Puerto Barrios becene interested much 

later in the Lutheran Church. He was one of the large group 

of negroes living in Fuerto Barrios, having cone from Jauaica 

and from Hritish Honduras.“ He was the Yield Dispenser (of 

Sla letter frou Mr. Alvarez to Hr. Vasquez, dated aug. 
12, 1946. 

52. letter from Mr, Joachin Vela to Dr. Streufert, dated 
ALL. Rd, 1946. 

55, letter from Hy. Alvarez to lr. Vasquez, dated Sept. 

19, 1946, : 

“4called Belice by uuatensla and claimed to be Guatemalan 
_ territory,
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medicines) for the United Fruit Company in Fuerto uarrios. 

He had been serving a group, for the most pert anglicans, 

in fucrto sarrios for almost eight years as a lay reaier, 

Hearing of the Lutheran Church through Mr, Alvarez, he 

wrots to Rev. Suith in Texas, telling him of his work in 

Puerto Barrios ond of the desire of the group to sec hin as 

their ordained pastor. He wrote, reflecting the peculiar 

style of English he and his people employ: 

to the above information if it please your srace, I 
would so gratefully oblige through God's Holy Will 
that you make it possible to have me ordained whereby 
I may be able to serve our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.°9 

thers sre sbout 2000 negroés living in Fuerto Barrios, 

who apéak &nglish for the most part, and Nr, Edward 

Willoushby is one of the leaders in thet community. for 

years he has been trying to ksep his peozle with the Lord. 

There was also a Seventh-Day adventist Church for the 

English-speaking pesple in fuerto Barrios, which maintained 

@ grede school. ‘Two other schools were conducted in Lnglish 

by dJanaican ladies, Mrs. Young and irs, Martinez. ‘these two 

women were interested in ur, Willoughby's suggestions that 

they abiempt to join the iutheran Church, since it is, in 

some respects, most like the Unurch of England, which they 

had ettsnded years ago. 

these anglican people heard of the Lutheran Church just 

a few days before Hiv, Mayer, Assistant sxecutive secretary 

  

58a letter from ur. sdward Willoughby to Rev. Smith, dated Sept. 11, 1946, Complete text of tiis letter is witten in appendix D. :
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of the Board for Home Wissions, arrived in Fusrto Harrios. 

He had not seen their letter, written to nev. Snith, before 

he visited thet city, and was surprised to find that group 

walting for him. 

Concerning Guetemala City. 

On January 25, 1946 a letter came to the office of Dr. 

Streufert from the Rev. Kilmer Moeller, pastor of “ion 

isvengelical Lutheran Church in Bismarck, North Dakote. ev. 

Moclier served a group of enemy aliens at Fort Lincoln, in 

Bismorck, during the war, and brought the news that sone 

of the men with whom he worked seemed interested in the 

posslbility of beginning Missouri Lutheran missions in 

Guatemala, He wrote: 

iL an writing to you in your capsecity as ixecutive 
seerctary for the Hoard of South anerican Missions of 
our Church on a matter which may be of importance in 
Central aucricsan missions work by our chureh. I shall 
deseribe the b ckground as clearly as possible. 

sor the past two years I have been pestor-—in-charge for 
the Protestants at the Enemy alien Internment Canp, 
Fort Lincoln, Bismarck, K. Jak. For more than a year 
i have hed the privilege of serving, in the group of 
internees who attended my services, a large number of 
Lebineamericans from countries like Guatemala, Panera, 
1 Salvador, Costa Rica, end Feru. Many, most, in ract, 
have been released with a clean bill of health by the 
State Department. Their countries have demanded their 
release, and the latter has been granted. Youssibly 
you have read details of their cases in the Chicago 
<vribune, For information on the political angles of the 
matter you can go to Director I. iW. strieter of the 
Lutheran Comnission for Frisoners of war. 

Before all of them left (there are yet a few nere), I 
ash d for information on the possibility of starting 
mission work in the Central american countries. The 
following seems to be the situation, as described to me 
by the two men who have acted as representatives of the



In Guatemala there was, prior to the war, a Lutheran 
congrsgation, self-supporting, served by a pastor who 
was @ missionary for the svanzelisch-Lutherische 
Lendeéskirche of Germany. The pastor, interned also for 
a period of time, has gone back to his family in Germany. 
The consregation is without a pastor. These two men 
(cf. supra) feel that the consrcegation would welconue 

f & pastor of the Missouri Synod lutheran Church. ‘Such a 
pastor would serve a large territory outside Guatemala 
Vity, working chiefly among the whites, of German and 
spanish descent. Other work, by another men, might 
well be started among the native Indians, althouzh the 
Catholic Church seems to be very active in the Latter 

t field, The congregation, although of utheran back- 
: ground, is made up of a mixed Frotestant membership. 

25 

: Latin-american group in their fight for fresdon: 

q 

: e c etiGsaé two mén have volunteered, werc our Church to 
send a representative down to Guatemala to investigate 
the situation, to arrange for mectings in Guatemala, 

. Gosta Kica, Hl Salvador, in order that it might be 
asccrtained what possibilities lie open, 56   
Dr. sStreufert's ansver to this ictter was dramatic: 

B You do nob know whet an inspiration it was for me to get 
A added information on mission possibilities in Guatemala. 
ce here is the story - not three weeks old. Our Spanish 

\ Book Concern (Libreria svangélica Luterana), Brownsville, 
Vexas, tells me thet large quantities of our Spanish 
Sunday School Leaflets, Catechisms, Hymnals, and tracts 
are going to Guatemala..othat individuals from Guatemala 
were inquiring whether a Lutheran Church could not be 

| Gstablished in their midst, because the truths presented 
: by our Church were s9 convincing. Ey name and address 
F.. as scerstary of Missions was requested. No doubt I 
E shall receive a letter irom that area. 

eo © of presented matters pertaining to the Guetemala 
possibilities to the Board of Eome Missions avaiting 
added intrormation., - and now comes your letter of 
January 25rd. What a coincidence! I wish to thank ysu 
for the information given. -— GuatGmala will be another 
link in the chain of our missions, stretching along the 
racific Coast from Alaska down tg California =- to iexico - 

  

to Guatemala and the Canal one. 

i 564 letuer from Rev. Moeller to Dr. Streufert, dated 
: Jan. 25, 1946, 

sj orn letter from Dr, Streufert to Rev. Hocller, dated 
dan. 25, 1946, 
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Dr. Streurert began to gether further information absut 

the country of Guatemala and about the men who were released 

from the Prisoner of tier Internment Camp. The names of the 

tuo men who were leaders in the group, as Rev. Mocller stated, 

were Mr. Hermenn kaltwasser and lir, Martin Xnoctzseh. iihen 

Dr. sbreufert wrote to Kev. T. W. Stricter of ths sutheran 

Conaission for Frisoners of var, he received this ansuer: 

o « okaltiwasser had a lurge retail-wholesals sstablish~ 
mént in Guatemala, Knostzsch also is a prominent 
citizen. ‘It should not<cbe difficnrlt to establish © 
contact with them. 

» eG WL1l run no risk In sending a represent«tive 
down there who, without a doubt, wlll be able to effect 
the organization of conersgations down thers, since 
these: men stand very well with the Governnent and vith 
those nations, it Byli be a aes step to convert 
this into Sponish.~ 

lic. Kaltwasser and 4p, Knoctzsch were released fron the 

Gaap and went to Siew York and Washington, D. CG. to seé various 

officials and senetors regarding the insurance of their 

freedom to work azain in Guatemala. They soon flew fron 

New Orleans and arrived safely in Guatemala. Very soon 

after their arrival, sr, Knoetzseh wrote to Rev. isoeller, 

| @xplsining to him that it would be very advantageous for 

the German Lutherens to become part of the Union Church 

of Guat: mala, since financial conditions and political con- 

ditions vere such that it would be desirable to do so. He 

mentioned, however, that the Union Church was losing its 

58, letter from Ray. Strieter to Dr. Streufert, dated 

' Feb, 6, 1946.
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pastor, end hinted that it might be possible for rev. 

Moeller to becoue pastor of the Union Church of Guatemala, 

fhe Fresbyterian Church was instrumental in the work of the. 

Union Church, but ir. knostzech felt that there was a chence 

for « Lutheran to become pastor of that congregetion. ite 

stressed: 

therefore, this is the real opportunity thet the 
North ancrican Christians would cone to help their 
brethern in Christ. of German descent. This «ould prove 
not only thet Christiz:nity is above all nations, but 
also thst U. S, citizens in Guatemala do not feel hatred 
and disdain against people of German descent. In:fact, 
I would not favor that the people of German descent 
in Guatemala would endeavor to h ve asain a congregetion 
of their own but I think we serve Christian principles 
better if all Protestent Christians of this country 
join one congregation only. This would have many, many 
adventages: gpixitually, ideally, materially, 
financially. 

Juring the months of May, June, and July thers was more 

correspondence between Rev. lioeller and “r. Knoetzsch, and 

the lattice persisted in shoving why it was -imperative that 

the German Lutherans of Guatemala try to join the Union 

Church. Jie showed thst there was a need for 4 common 

Frotestant front against the Catholicism in Guatemala, that 

® seperate congregation composed of Germans, who were still 

not in favor with the Guatemalan government at the tine, 

would be considered a camouflage for German activities, and 

that finsnclally the Germans would not be able to support 

Gither a pastor or a church building. 

after several months, Rev. Herman a. Mayer, of «lon 

  

59.. letter from Mr. Knoetzsch to xey. Nocller, dated 
Hay 15, 1946,
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Lutheran Church, Bay City, itichigan, was called to become 

the Assistant xecutive seeretary of the Board for Home 

Giissions in North and south America and began this work on 

september 1, 1946, He was at onee appointed by Dr. Streutert 

to the task of making the initial survey in Guatemala, but it 

becanes evident that he would not pe able to visit thet south 

Land until the middie of September. While the Hoard for 

Home Missions was Laying these plans for this first visit 

to Gustemsela, Me, Knostzsch formally approached the Union 

Church of Gustemala, asking its Board of Directors to 

Consider oa Germanespeaking pastor and the absorbtion of the 

German conerégation into its midst. At the end of duly, @ 

letter wos directed through Reve Moeller to the Home Mission 

Board. It had come from Guatemala, and was signed by both 

li, Knoctzsch and by Mr. Calvin F. iiallis, M. D., for the 

Unison svangelical Church. It stated: 

e « ofnere is tie Union tvangelical Church of Guatemala 
which offers an o portunity for reguler Sunday wor- 
shipping. However, this Church has no permanent pastor 
at this time but is relying on the pastors of the 
Presbyterian mission in this country. 

there are many Lutherans in this country, mostly of 
Gexman descent, They feel the necessity to have the 
permencnt pastor whom they may approach in their own 
language and to whom they may entrust the religious 
education of tieir children and who may be the center 
of thelr religious activities, 

ivom your letter of June 18, I understand that the Missouri 
Synode is ready to send to Guatemala an experienced 
representative wio will undertake to study the situation 
of the Frotesgtants in Guatemala in the spirit of helping 
the various sroups. The cost of this visit will be borne 
by the Missouri Synode and will not include financial 
responsibility for anyoue in Guatemala; neither is 
anybody obligated to acespt the suggestions of said 
representatives before calling a pastor. Please, advise
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us in time the arrival of the delegate and the time 
he will stay here.* 

It was evident that the Union Church was anxious to find 

aman to fill their pulpit, and, despite the pleadings of tir. 

Knoctzsch and “xr. Kaltwasser, called a meeting for the 27th 

of sugust, 1946, at which there was to be considered a plen 

to cali Dr. Churles T, ltiolman for six months as pastor of the 

Union Church. He was a man of considerable reputation: Dean 

of the Baptist Division of the University of Chicago "eder- 

ation Seminary, author, Doctor: of Divinity, and named in iiho's 

Who in sncrica as an outstanding american churchman. “- 

On September 20, 1946, when Hev. liayer was in Guatemala, 

he met with the Board of the Union Church and found tht 

it would be impossible to establish fellowship with the 

Union Church and please the German Lutherans, 4° 

Soon after his trip to Guatemala, wiiich shall be 

described in the following chapter, this notice appeared in 

@ lesding newspaper of Guatemala City: 

ALL ENGLISH-SPLAKING PROTESTANTS are cordially invited 

to attend the services of the Union Church of Guatemala 
(5a Calle Oriente No. 1) on Sunday, September 29, 1946, 
at 11 A. M. to hear Dr. Charles T. liolman, Frofessor 
of Theology at the University of Chicago. Jr. Holman 
has accepted the call to the pastorate of the Union 

  

404 letter from lx. Knoetzsch to Rev. Mocller, dated 
July 27, 1946. 

41, letter to the Congregation of the Union Church, 
written before august 27, 1946, inviting members to a special 

meeting. 

Br oR Mayer, Trenscript of a Diary on a Trip to Mexico, 

Gustemaka, EL Salvador, Honduras, September 16-October 9, 146.
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Church for siz months, and he will occupy the pulpit - 
for the first time Sunday, the 29th, 4 

after his first six months were up, Dr. Holman became 

permanent pastor of that church. It was apparent to all 

thet a German Lutheran Church could not be besun for various 

reasons, nor could the German Lutherans conscientiously 

become members of the Union Church, The German Church, 

founded some twenty years be fore , ** would never be able to 

résuue its work, Their problems were many and they looked 

to the Missouri Lutheran Church in the United States for 

help. : 

thus three protestant groups in widely separated arecs 

of Gustemala looked to the issouri Synod for help. God 

directed their pleas in such a manner that they vere almost 

simultaneous, making a deep impression upon the leaders of 

the Mission Board, and moving them to hasten a survey of 

Gustemalas 

  

4Stmparcial, Guatemala, Co A. (Sept. 23, 1946.) 

442 letter from lir, Knoetzsch to Rev. iiseller, dat«d 
May 15, 1946.
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CHAPTER III 

THE SURVEY LieaDING TO THE INSTALLATION 

OF THs FIRST MISSIONARY 

“xploratory Trips to Guatemala 

In the previous chapter we have reviewed the materials 

which led to a decision of the Board for Home Missions in 

North and South America'to survey the mission possibilities. 

in November, 1946, the readers of the Lutheran Witness heard 

for the first time the news of the calls to Guatemala when 

they read the article entitled "4 Threefold Call to Guate- 

nelse."+ This article stated that groups in Guatemala City, 

Zacapa, and Puerto Barrios had called The Lutheran Church - 

Missouri Synod to serve them, describing also the visit of 

the official representatives of that Church. In this chapter 

we vish to describe that visit and subsequent visits in 

detail, as well as the installation of the first missionary 

of the Lutheran Church to Gustemala. 

Rev. Bernard J. Pankow, pastor of Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church in Mexico City, had presented a resolution to 

investigate Guatemala at a Latin-émerican Conference in 

San Antonio, Texas, sometime during Januery, 1946.2 he also 

  

lis, a. Mayer, "A Threefold Call to Guatemala," Zhe 
Lutheran nitness, LXV (Nov. 19, 1946), 590-91. 

24 letter from Rev. B. J. Pankow to Dr. Streufert, dated 

Feb. 8, 1946.
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sent Dr. Streufert a copy of a mimeographed shect, with much 

information regarding Guatemala and its mission possibilities, 

which alsa urged: 

should not these apparent opportunities be immediately 
ascertained by a trip to Guatemala? If such freedom 
6xists, should not the Lutheran Church forthwith send 
messengers of the Gospel to that benishted Land? 
WHE LOVE OF CHRISE CONSTRAINS us!9 

‘Thereyvore, not only were the people of Guatemala itself 

Galling for help, but Lutheran pastors were aware of the 

possibilities. In his letter to Dr. Streuvert, Kev. Pankow 

stated that he had heard much about Guatemala through his 

Gantscts with missionaries from that Land who were visiting 

in mexico City. Hev. Fankow's intérest in Guatemala, as well 

@s his command of the Spanish Languegs, made him the Logical 

cholee of the Hoard for Home Missions td accompany Rev. H. A. 

Mayer on his first official trip to a foreign country as the 

newly-apointed Assistant Executive Secretary of the Board 

for Home Missions. itev. Fankow acted as interpreter for REV. 

Mayer during this first trip. 

In a letter addressed to the members and friends of the 

Lutheran Church i: Guatemala, sent to each of the three cities, 

Rev. lisyer advised that he would leave St. Louis on September 

15, 1946, mect ev. Pankow in Hexico City, and then the two 

of them would leave for Guatemala.* Hetween the first days 

  

SoUATEHALA, a mimeographed sheet, dated Jan. 15, 1946. 

Paper probably used at the San antonio Conference. 

4, Letter fram ev. Mayer to the Lutheran Church in 
Guatemala, dated aug. 5, 1946.
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of szugust and the midiile of September there were numerous 

plans made by Sev. Mayer for the trip. He and Rev. Pankow 

planned their itinerary, gathered cameras and movie eauip- 

ment, arranged for tourist cards, and posted themselves on 

every development in Guatemala in order to be perfectly 

prepared for their exploratory trip. 

Gn the cvening of September 16, 1946, nev. Mayer flew 

from ot. Louis to Mexico City, and Rev. Fankow and kev. Cesar 

& Lazos, the pastor of the Spanish-speaking St. Paul's 

Lutheran Church in kexiloeo City, met him at the airport the 

next morning. After a few days' visit in Mexico, xev. layer 

and Rev. Psnkow flew to Guatemala City on September 19, 1946, 

where they were met by mr. and Mys. Martin Knoetasch, iix. 

Kaltwasser, and ur, Joachin Vela.® mr. Knoetzech took the 

two visitors in his Lincoln automobile to the balace Hotel, 

the best in Guatemala City. Souquets of flovers were placed 

in the hotel rooms from Mr. Knoetzsch with the best wishes 

for a& suceessful mission in Guatemsla. ‘the representatives 

had dinner «t mr. Knoetzseh's hone the first evening, and met 

with Rey. Harer, moderator of the Presbyterian group, after 

dinner, ‘there was a lengthy discussion of the methods of the 

«resbyterians in Guatemala and-it was evident thet they were 

training their men well and that their work in the capital city 

and in the Indian Highlands wes extensive and intensive. Kev. 

  

SH. A. Mayer, Transcript of a Diary on a trip to Mexico, 

Guatemala, 1 Salvador, and Honduras, Sept. 16-Oct. 9, 1946. 

All meteriel regerding this trip will be drawn from this 
Source. 
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fiarer invited the Lutherans to preach at the Union Church, 

but they declined the invitation. He also indicated that 

the friends required no training for their preachers before 

they became pastors of congregations in Guatemala, in many 

instances, ‘he Fresbyterians have a school in the capital. 

fhe next day, September 20, 1946, the representatives 

net with Hr. Joochin Vela, who had gotten into contact with 

the Lutherans through Mr, Alvarez. We had at one tine been a 

Presbyterian minister, but after about five years as a pastor 

for that Church, his wife died, he had remarried in 1923, 

end soon afterwards was put out of that church. He clained 

he didn't know why they opposed his seoond marriags. iis 

deseribed work as a traveling evangelist and they discussed 

6speciully the doctrine of the Means of Grace with him. ie 

was very anxious to hear more about Lutheran doctrine and 

appeared to be floundering and eager to accept the truth. He 

Was prescnted with a Spanish catechism and several tracts. 

hat afternoon there was a discussion with ur. Kaltwasser, 

in whieh Girferences between Lutheran and Reformed doctrines 

were stressed, Mr. Kaltwasser said "Das sind yerschiedens 

Richtunsen, Ihr vertretet die Faulinische HKichtung in der 

Recht ferti sung. " (Those ave different directions. You follow 

the Fauline direction in justificatisn.) 

That evening there was a mu.eting between the Lutheran 

representatives and the Noard of the Union Church. Rev. mayer, 

and Rev. Pankow were told thet the German group in the city 

of Guatemala were quite clannish and were not assimilated into 
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the social life of Guatemala and therefore were under suspi— 

cion. The sentiment was still strong against them at that 

time, Spécial attention was given to a discussion of Lutheran 

principles on Unionism and, though the discussion was friendly, 

no hopé was held for developing any arrangenent for work in 

Gonjunction with that Church, whether the Germans would Like 

that or not. 

On Saturday, Ssntember 21, 1946, the representatives 

visited Nadio Station TYO, fram which the Lutheran Hour was 

broadcast in Spanish, They heard suggestions for improvement 

of the prosvenm, which was alresdy well-received and the best 

of three religious broadcasts emineting from thet station, 

eccardings to the station manaser, Mr. Manuel Gonzales. 

Mx, Kurt-Heing Nottebohm took kev. Mayer to his hone, 

where he explained to Rev. Mayer how the firm of Nottebohn 

and Sons had at one time hed = 40-50 million dollar import 

and 6x ort business. He told how the government had 

deprived them of that business during the war. 

Sunday evening, September 22, 1946, Kev. Mayer preached 

& sermon based on the Gospel for the Day, Luke 17, 11-19, 

to a sroup of tventy-one in mr. Knoetzsch's home. 

On Monday morning, September 25, 1946, the representatives 

mei with a pastor of the Gen.ral American Mission, Reve 

Harold uroekhoven, who did a lot of religious broadcasting 

and also used the Lutheran Hour records. ‘he Lutheran ! 

Luymen's League was paying for the broadcast, but the ventral 

émerican Mission was receiving the mail from the broadcasts 

of the Lutheran iiour, which Rev. Mayer felt wes not a good
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arrangensnt. Lt was changed. ‘what afternoon they met ‘ 

with the Minister of Education and the minister of Government 

and found thet private schools could be opened as lons as they 

did not interfere with politics. 

the next day they were offered an opportunity to buy 

tine on fadio Station iGw, the aeroneeet station in Guatemala, 

for the iutheran Hour, and subsequently the -program was 

broadcast over that stetion also. I ths evening there was 

_ & baptismal service in the home of Hr. Kurt Nottebohn. 

Carl-Ludevig Nottebohm, and Marlene Nottebohm were the first 

two children baptized by Rev. liayer in Guatemala. ‘he verse 

from Tobias 4, 6, "My son, be mindful of the Lord our God all 

thy days, and let not thy will be set to sin, or to transsress 

his caomuendnents,* was spoken over the children. 

On Wednesday, September 25, 1946, the representatives 

left the capital city of Guatemala and traveled to 4acapa by 

rail and arrived in that city by noon. They were met by a 

large delegation ahd taken to the Iglesia Evangélica Luterena, 

and wers welcomed there by a hymn sung by the children. During 

the afternoon they became acquainted with the leaders of the 

group, Er. Vasquez, Mr. Hlores, Mr. Keyes, and li. Yranco. In 

the evening the first service was held, attended by about 100 

people, ev. Fankow preached the sermon in Spanish on omens 

8, Sl, "If God be for us, who oan be against us?" Ab the end 

of the service, Mr. J. Filar Alvares of ruerto Barrios, a 

Visitor st these services in Zacapa, arose and called upon 
backsliders to reconcile thenselves to the Lord. obody arose.
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Next morning the two North americans visited the school- 

Masters in aacapa, the doctor, and the mayor of the city. 

ALL of them were very friendly and encouraged more education 

for the city. ‘hat afternoon, Rev. hiayer visited the 

friends Mission in Chiquimule and Miss Ruth Saith, discussing 

with her and her colleagues the purpose of his trip to 

Guatemala; pointing out, in answer to their questions, that 

the Lutheran Church could not be bound to the resolutions 

of theiz Synod in Guatemala and thst the Lutheran Church 

had the command to teach all nations also and would serve 

those who appealed to it. Rev. Pankow stayed in cacapa 

to discuss Baptism with the group there. That evening, 

service in Zacupa was attended by some 60 people and the 

s6raon was based oi Kevelabion 5, 20, “Behold, I stand 

at the door and knock: if any man hear my voice, and opén 

the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and 

he with me." ; 

fine next evening, Friday, September 27, 1946, there 

wes a baptismal service in Zacapa with twenty children being 

baptized, aAsong them were five of hir. Vasquea' children and 

four children of Mr. José Flores. ir, Alvarez opposed the 

practice of having sponsers, but all the children had sponsers 

for their baptism. : 

Gn Saturday Kev. Mayer and iiev. Pankow accompanied lir., ) 

Alvarez on the train to the coast toun of Fuerto Barrios, \ 

arriving there around five o'clock in the evening, difter a 

méal at the hotel by the side of the water, for this vas the  
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port clty for the country, they vent into a tropical bush 

house for their first meeting with the people of thet city. 

There were some 65 people at that first service. One 

élderly colored Jamaican, husband of one of the Spanish- 

‘speaking women who was at the service, made a short welcome 

specch, "O Lord, we thank Thee for sending these men to 

téach us the Gospel." The sermon, based on Romans 8, 31, 

was received with many “amen's" during the sermon pauses, 

and was preached by Rev. Fankow in Spanish. 

Suiday morning there was another Spanish service, Sunday 

School, during which Rev. Pankow explained much about the 

Lutheran Church. ‘Tpat afternoon the first service was held 

for the unglish-speaking Jamaicans. Just before this service, 

som6éonée in front of the building shouted out that the vhole 

group were "hypoerltes" and another men pursued hin with a 

Knife. Both of them were under the influence of alcohol. 

twenty-one persons attended this meeting, at which Rev. “ayer 

preached on Ephesians 1, 7a, "In whom we have redemption 

through his blood, the forgiveness of sins." One man in this 

group said, "I was all choked up for joy." lir. wiLloughby 

of the Fruit Company Dispensery was present and showed a 

petition he had gotten up to circularize, which asked the 

English Colony in Puerto Barrios to try to raise 7400 to move 

and renovate the chapel that had formerly belonged to the 

“anglican Church. He was told to continue his endeavor and 

to inform the Board of Home Missions of his success. 

That evenins another Spanish service was held, at which 
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125 wers present. Israel Alvarez, the son of Mr, Pilar 

Alvarez, and the Sazarens preacher of Fuerto Barrios sang a 

duet during the service. Rev. Pankow preached on the text 

in Revelation 3, 20. A number of the people present wanted 

to make it known thet they wished Mr, Alvarez to be their 

pastor, and one man wished to be baptized, in accordance 

with a vision he had seen. lis nome was lir, biguel Garcia. 

fhe next afternoon, the Last day in ruerto Barrios, 

Sondsy, September 30, 1946, Rev. Fenkow explained Baptisn 

to the best of his ability, and despite the insistance of 

iy, Alvarez thet the group was not ready to accept the 

baptism of their children, the group wanted their children 

to be baptized that evening, After supper, and after a 

sewion on Mark 16, 1S-16, twenty children were baptized. in 

all causes, itev. “syer baptized the children. The adults had | 

all been baptized in the Roman Catholic Churoh during their | 

infancy. ‘Tnis was also the farewell service as far as this | 

trip to +uerto Barrios was concerned. 

In the morning, before the airplane left for the capital : 

Clty with the two representetives aboard, lr. Higuel Garcla 

came to the hotel with a strong plea that he be baptized. 

He was beptized there and My. Alvarez was one of the sponsers. 

In the plane on the way back to the capit«l city, the two 

repre sentatives had for companions, among other pas-engers, 

& parrot, a live turtle, and 4 bag of alligator skins. 

On Hednesday the two men saw the Chief of Immigration 

and found thst a minister could enter the country of Guatemala 
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with ‘the request for his entry and full stipulations as to 

his support from the group that would support him. They also 

had lunch with Dr. Holman, the new minister of the Union 

Church. yom Guatemala, they went to 1 Salvedor and 

Honduras for surveys, and from there back to liexico City. 

the author of this thesis has given a full account of 

these few days in Guatemala on the part of The Hissouri — 

Synod's representatives so thet every one may know just 

what was involved on this first missi mary 6xpLloratory 

trip. The total cost of the trip for the two men, excluding 

the trips to 41 Salvador and “onduras, was about 3750.00. 

Duxing the trip, Rev. Kayer wrote almost constantly 

to Dr. Streufert, and in one letter he stated: 

Our work is taking very definite directions. #e are 
convinced that the Lord has a big field for us here. 
the country is wide open. Fankow feels that ve 
should consider centering our activities in Cuatenala, 
sven to the establishing of our training school here. 
it may be casier to bring our prospective students 
to Guatenela than to establish tuo schools: in . 
Guatemala and in Hexico, All this wiil be further 
discussed between us. «e need manpower - and need it 
quickly. . » e#lready on Saturdsy evening three 
colored men, Lnglish-speaking Jamaicans, asked for a 
sérvice, Their expressions of the hunger and thirst 
for God's Word deeply moved us. . . «they have already 
Witten to Brownsville. Ferhaps you have their letter. 
thet also is a great field. There are about 1000 of 
them right here in Barrios. . . .e put in long days 
and strenuous days. Yesterday we walked to the church 
three tines, back and forth, along the railroad tracks, 
& distance of about eight miles in all. .. Gur meals 
AG good = too good. our and five course lunches and 
dinners, we don't eat it all, “ere is a@ menu ofa 
dinner: Yruit juice, soup, rice and pigs knuckles, 
Scrambled exus, meat, potatoes, some mative wegatabies 
eoffee and desse:t - baked banana, very delicious. 

Se oseuneseesnereane 

4 letter from Rev. Mayer to Dr. Streufert, dated Sept. 
SO, Lode. 
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In a brief report to the Board for Home Missions, Rev. 

Mayer summed up some of the impressions of the work in Guate- 

mala and, thanking the Home Mission Board for the confidence 

placed in himself and Rev. Pankow by sending them as 

representatives of the Board on so difficult and far- 

reaching a mission, he said: 

The Lutheran Hour has paved the Vey es The Catholic i 
elergy has last its hold in government circles. ie 
slsnéd up four new stations in Guatemala and El . 
Salvador, and made contact with two in Honduras. 
e « sOhG man should be called at once and as soon 
aS possible two candidates should be placed at his 
slide, -- The ficlds are white unto harvest. 

Tne Lutheran Hour office in 5t. Louis was very appreci- 

ative of the sfforts to expand their outlets in Central 

+merica and wrote both to the Board of Missions and to 

Kev, Pankow in order to continue pressing the urgency of 

their work. The Board for Home Missions was ready to get 

into the work of Guatemala by calling a man for the position | G 

of first missionary to that ‘country. In November, Dr. 

Streufert and Rev. Mayer, his assistant, began to search 
A
n
n
e
e
 

for likely men. Meanwhile, Rev. Pankow was asked to visit 

Guatemala again during November and in Januerye 

There was a long period of waiting for those in Zacapa 

and Puerto Barrios. Especially those of the Spanish-s,eaking 

group in uerto Barrios‘wére not as sure of tiemselves and 

véry much worried about the future of their little group. Most 

of all, they did not find themselves in agreement with the 

Ores RS 

TAL A Mayer, "Brief Report on Exploration Trip to liexico, 

Guatemala, £1 Salvador, and Honduras." ned. 
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Lutheran Church on certain points of doctrine and practice, 

  

and, substantially, these points of disagreenent, written 

to Rev. Pankow, were the basis for their vacillation for 

the next two years. ‘They wrote hin: 

t with pain the committee commissioned to direct this 
letter to you (plural) doés it with the faith that 

. you (plural) will be satisfied with our frankness, 
; as when you were with us. You told us that in order 

to recognize us as members, we must Lfirst study the 
doctrine in the light of the Word, Very well said. 
4nd that we were at Liberty to choose whether we would 
like or not like the doctrine, and after one year of 
test you would recognize us as members. we think that 
this would be one year of vacillating without having 
@ definite backing. The church has studied the doctrine 
and in the mestings has studied some points that don't 
appear well to us. 1) Tne baptism of children, as you 
preoctice it, that you have sponsors. It is believed 
that this is not soriptural, and thus the Koman Church 
practices it here in Guatemala, and we don't want 
anything that brings Romanism, 2) ie don't accept 

i candles, nor crucifixes, nor crosses on the altar, 
} bcecause ve- believe that God is a spirit and there is no 

necessity to use material things on the alter. That is 
used only in the Roman temples, 3) The catechism 
teaches the office of the keys and confession. That ve 
do not understand the menner in which you believe it, 
because it treats of a confessor, and if Christ is our 
confessor, why use mediators as the itomans do? 4) That 
there isn't liberty in the services to prey and to testify 
as the evangelical churches here are accostomed to do. 
Lyerythins is too mechanical without the liberty of the 
spirit. 5) That you do not make the nationa). worker 
Capable, that he must study many years in order to be 
able to carry out some position in the church. If you 
correst the declared points, which do not scem well to 
us as you teach them, we are ready to adhere to the 
Lutheran Church, . . eZhis which we say in the present 
letter is not that you becone discouraged or desist in 
your plans. It is that. you might soon send missionaries 
in order to open fields. If this business is of God, 
He will take charge of it. Here in this port are many 
people that desire the Lutheran doctrins, and I am ee 

that very soon you Will have people. . . .Asfar a as 
moral part is concerned, we are at your orders. j3 
hesitete to trouble us. Hg the committee, (signed 

ese ceeS 

Siletter from the church at Puerto Barrios to Rev. Pankow, 

Gated Oct. 30, 1946.
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fhe signers of that letter were lir. Mariano Menendez, 

lr. José C. Hamirez, and iir, Antonio Suchite. They were 

eager to learn from the Lutherans, and hastened to add in 

this letter that they wers retaining the name "Svangelical 

Church of Berea that Rev. Mayer hed given them because   they had asked so very many questions. There was much 

internal conflict. Mr. Alvarez wrote to Rev. Pankow and 

told him very frankly that because he had been told that the 

Lutherali Church could not tolerate Unionism, he did not want 

to becone a Lutheran member. At the same time, he urged that 

the Lutheran Church come to the group at Puerto Barrios 

with a pastor that was well-trained. He also stated that 

"Brother tiiguel, whom you baptized, is indeed a faithful \ 

Lutheran, as he affirms, but is very carnal, with the result 

that last night he wished to hit a brother in the service. 

where is the fear and respect to Goa?"? 

In late November, Rev. Pankow again visited the three ’ 

cities in Guatemala to sustain the hopes of. the various 

groups and to curthew instruct them in Lutheran doctrine. 

Daring his whole trip, he baptized six children, held twenty- 

one different services, and had same 15 in attendance at ons 

time in the capital city, 50 in “acapa, and 70 in Fuerto 

Barrios, The people of Zacapa urged hin to visit with then 

in the town of Maguey, where there were a good many more than 

100 in attendance at hig service. Of course, the nain result 

9% letter from liv, alverez to Rev. Fankow, daved Oct. 

29, “1946.
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of this second trip to Guatemala was the strenzthening of the 

ties between the Guatemalans and the Lutheran Church, and all 

the groups.vwere more than anxious for a Lutheran pastor to 

be with them. Again, many Eibles, Catechisms, and tracts 

were sold and distributed in cach city. On this trip Rev. 

Pankow was able to heer the Fresident of Guatemala, Dr. Juan 

José arévalo, speak in Fycrto Barrios at a labor rally and 

presented him with a Lutheran Catechisn. oS Sse 

After heving come to the United States for his wedding, 

around Christmastine in 1946, Rev. Pankow returned to iiexico, 

and, from March 3 ~ March 15 of 1947, made a third trip to 

Guatemala, This time again the Germans in the capital city 

uere very much afraid to have services in their homes, for 

they were being molested by the government.!1 Same of the ote 

people in ruerto Barrios re very disturbed about the order 

of the ten commandments and spoke with Rev. Pankow about 

that. Hs wrote them upon returning from his trip that they 

should not become discouraged, and that soon their new 

pastor would arrive and would have much time to explain all 

their questions to them.!® In Zacapa, each succeeding visit 

of Rev. fankow was welcomed as a sign that the jastor whom 

they patiently avaited would soon be with them. 

Snes 

10,, letter from Rev. Pankow to itev. ayer, dated Nove 

27, 1946, written from 4acapae 

1lA letter from Rev. Pankow to Rev. Mayer, dated March 
7, 1947, weitten from Zacapa. 

12, letter from Rev. Pankow to Mr, alvarez, dated ay 

5, 1947,
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The Installation of the first Missionary 

fmong the few men who were considered as likely pros= 

pects to be called as the Missouri Synod's first misslonary 

to Guatemala, was Rev. Robert #. Gussick of Chilton, Wisconsin. 

He was called by the Board for Home Missions, and, in due 

tine, accepted the call, Pastor Gussick was commissioned 

to his new field of activity by Rev. Herman A. Mayer, who 

was assisted by Pastors A, Huber, h. Me Ave-Lallenant, G. F. 

Barthel, and L. Spilker on Easter Monday, 1947, at St. 

Mertin's Lutheran Church in Cnilton, Wisconsin,15 

Rev. Gussick was born in Hilwaukee, Wisconsin, on 

November 19, 1917. His father is a layman, a combustion 

engineer snd valve manufacturer, and a Lutheran by choice, 

having been born of Folish Roman Catholic parents. His 

mother, nee Gierach, is the grand-daughter of one of the 

Geruan immigrants that left Germany with Grabau, later moving 

from Buffalo to Freistait, Wisconsin. 

After studying in a Milwaukee Public School, Hertford 

Avenue School, and being confirmed by the now saihted Pastor 

0. F. inselbrecht at Luther Memorial Chapel, he entered 

Concordia Gollege, Milwaukee, in 1931, and graducted from 

there in 1957. He graduated from Concordia Seminary in Ste 

Louis in 1941, receiving the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. 

He had spent his yeer of vicarage at the Lutheran Orphanage 

in Indianapolis, Indiana. He attended the Graduate School 

i 
Central America,” 

Ich. A. Mayer, "Missionary Assigned to 

the Lutheran Wauness, LXVI (June 17, 1947), 205. 
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of Butler University in Indianapolis, working in the Gld 

Testament Department. Since 1939 he has held membership 

in the american School of Oriental Research, 

His interest in the Spanish Language was first stimulated 

: ot Voncordia ssminary in St. Louis, where he studied Spanish 

: undex the late tastor Jargo, paying hin ten cents an hour. 

Upon leaving the Seminery, he taught school in Trinity     Lutheran Church (Spanish) at San antonio, Texas, for one year. 

shen Rev, Andrew Melendez lett thet congreg-tion, Decenber, | 
1941, iicv, Gussick was in charge of the entire mission until 

July of 1942. 

In April, 1942, he was married to Ruth Yanghans, daughter 

: of E, Ek. Yunghans, principal of St. Peter's School in indian- 

apolis, Indlena. They have had three children, Steven John, 

| who @ied at birth, Carol ann, and Mary Louise. 

In duly, 1948, Rev. Gussick accepted the cali to st. 

f iartin's Church in Uhilton, Wisconsin, where he served from 

| 1942 until 1947, uring that time he and his wife presented 

neny lectures in varicus parts of the middle west on the nced 

for greater mission work in Mexico, using pictures they had 

taken in iexico on a@ visit. He continued his Spanish education 

through corresponience courses at the University of id sconsin. 2 

Soon after his commissinning, Pastor Gussick left for b] 

Mexico, arriving in Mexico City the first day of Mey, 1947. 

Re enrolled in a school there to refresh his knowledge of 

Le ed 

3 14, letter from Rev. R. Ff. Gussick to Frof. &. C. 

4immermann, dated Jan. 18, 1950.
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Spanish, and 500n yeturned to Austin, Texas, to met his wife 

and their baby Carol on the baby's first birthday, July 2, 

1947, #Hrom there the family drove th ir car south to Mexico 

City, and later drove it to Acapuleo, iexico, from where it 

was shipped by boat to Guetemala. Rey. and Jars, Gussick and 

their child flew to Guatemala City, setting foot on Guate- 

mealan soil duly 25, 1947.25 arter a few weeks, during 

which Rev. Gussick and his family sought a place to Live in 

the capital city of Guatemala, he made his first trip to the 

@ities of “acapa and *uerto Barrios. Rey. Pankow fron Mexico | 

City came to Guatemala for the fourth and last tine, and 

accompanica hin to these cities. 

On August 18, 1547 Rev. Gussick was installed as pastor 

of the congregation in Zacapa by Rev. Pankow. The installation 

took :lace in the home of ur, Vasquez, a room of which had 

bien set aside as the “utheran Church for the past year and 4 

half. «bout one hundred worshippers assembled in the room 

for the service, some of whom had walked a great distance to 

attend, one of them coning twenty miles. 

whe next evening a sexzvioe was held in tuerto Barrios 

vhere Hey. Gussick was installed ae pastor of the Spanish 

group there. +t was impossible to arrange for a service at 

the time with the snglish-spesking group, but ur. Willoughby 

Weleoned the new pastor in the name of his groupe In both 

Cities Xev, Fankow's sermon was baced on I Thessalonians 

——$—$__—_ 

152», Gussick, THE CUAPZMALAN FIONEER, Newsletter No. 
1, December, 1947. 
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5, 12-15, "And we beseech you, brethern, to kriow them which 

Labour among you, end are over you in the Lord, and admonish 

yous; and to esteem them very highly in love for their work's 

sake, And be at peace among yourselves." while Pastor 

Gussick knelt on the dirt floor, the words of acts 20, 28 

and lionans 1, 16, were ssid over him with "the laying on of 

hands." In Fuerto Barrios, “xr. Inez Lesn exclaimed "This   night my heart is celebrating a great fiesta,” signifying 

the feclings of all the Guatemalans in their joy at having 

a hutheran pastor with them at Laat. : 

lin, Fred Pankow, brother of Rev. B. J. Fankow, a graduate 

of Uoncordia Seminary, assisted at these services. He had 

gone to Guatemala in the beginning of duly to help in the 

nevi mission. “6 had taken courses in the summe: school at 

San Carlos University in Guatemala City, the oldest Univex sity 

in Horth america, but now remained in Fuerto Barrios for 

one month, He then left Guatemala to continue his <raduate 

studies at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri.16 

Rev. and Hrs. Gussick had found a boarding house with 

the aid of “r, Knoetzsch in Guatemala City and lived there 

until October 2, 1947. dirs. Sharooh, a German lady who owned 

the boarding house, charged them $160 a month for Taom and 

board, This was an indication, he wrote ev. Mayer on 

sugist 15, 1947, of the high cost of living in Guatenala, %“e 

added thet baby food for their child which normally would cost 

ee eee 

16n, J. Pankow, ‘Work Begun in Guatemala, 
Hitness, LxVI (Oct. 2l, 1947) 5466 
Sameer D 

vw The +utheran
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ninety cents in the United States, cost them 34.55. In 

another Lletier to Rev, “ayer, ten days later, he mentioned 

that a smell bar of facial soap cost forty cents, a roll of 

tollet paper oost twenty cents, and that half a pound of salted 

soda crackers cost fifty cents. Throughout the first months 

of their stay, they explained how hard it was for them to 

adjust themselves to such a high cost of living, much higher - 

than they had ever experienced in the United States. On 

Octabex 2, 1947 he moved with his family into an snerican-style 

~ honee in the section of the city called Tivoli, where many 

United States citizens lived. This was one of the very few 

houses in the city that was avellable and the rent’. there 

wes $110 a month. The cost of living was high because North 

émericens are not uscd to living with the few bare necessities 

of life that the Guatemalan is used to. Hany things that 

Rev, Cussick's family absolutely needed were ‘things that needed 

to be imported, ‘hay could be bought, but the duty on these 

items forced the storekeepers to sell them at a very high price. 

The carly wesks found Rev. Gussick visiting the custom 

Houses almost daily in an effort to free his cax from custvous 

and to cleay all of his household goods, which had been 

brought from the United States. These, and many visits in 

the hones of the Germans in the capital city, did not allow 

him much time to make regular visits to éacxpa and puerto 

Barrios, ninety and one hundred and cighty miles distant, 

respectively. ev. Guasick obtained permissinn from the Board 

of iigsions to tkke a train one way and fly via the domestic 
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airway, Aviateoa, on the return trip when he made trips 

oubside the capital to visit the two stations in the 

Mgtagua itiver Valley, 4acapa and Fuerto Barrios. ‘The 

traveling expenses on this trip cost $18 and the Hotel 

expénses in cach city were $5.00 a day. YE further interest 

is the fact that the total 6xpenses of moving ev. Gussick's 

family and household equipment, his books, and his cer frou 

Wisconsin to Guatenala were $3222.99._7 

livs, Guasick accystoned herself to having a meid in her 

house to help her, mainly because it was necessary to have 

someone in the house to protect it from thieves if they were 

aviay Irom it, and because there was added housework in 

Cuaterala, such as boiling all the drinking water, cleaning 

all the vegebables very thoroughly, mixing powdered milk, 

and being very careful to guard against vermin and bacteria 

which cause disease so suddenly in the tropics. 

At long last the hopes of the people of 4acapa and 

“uerto Barrios, kindled through their first correspondence 

vith Rey, Sith at the beginning of the year 1946, were 

fulfilied, ev, Gussick had come to Guatemala to be their 

first “utheran pastor. at the same time, the hopes or many 

in the United States were fulfilied, in that the first 

iutheran work of any Synod of the Lutheran Church in america 

had been established among the Spanish-speeking people of 

Central america. God answered the prayers of many and cert 

Serene rene rere 

17, letter from Rev. Gussick to Kev. “ayer, 

17, 1947, 

dated Oct. 
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liis own chosen worker to begin this phase of liis work in 

Guatemala, The Board for Sone Missions in North and. south 

america bean to Look for a second full-time missionary 

‘to go to the assistance of kev. Gussick in that Large 

field.



  

  

CHAPTER IV 

THis DEVELOPMENT OF PERANENT WORK 

This chapter will deal with the work of Rev. Robert I. 

Gussick and his student assistants from Concordie Seminary, 

St. Louis, Missouri until dune, 1949, Since much of the 

missionary work over this period of twenty-two months, from 

sugust, 1947 to June, 1949, was routine, we shall consider 

only the highlights of the progress in each citys. 

In Guatemala City 

Rev. Gussick met with difficulty in Guatemala City in 

thet many of the Germans who had declared themselves anxious 

to have « Lutheran pastor in their midst did sot denonstrate 

the willingness to cooperate with him when he did arrive to 

Serve ther. Mr. Knoetzsch and a few others were eager to do 

their all to help, but at the same time every one of these 

men had gone through much suffering on account of the war, 

the hardships worked on them by the government, their 

deportation to the United States during the war, and were 

hot cager to congregate lest they be suspected of plots against 

the government. furthermorc, Rev. Gussick ani the interested 

parties in the capital city searched in vain for a place 

to rent for worship. One building, formerly a library, was 

almost seoured for the purpose, but at the last moment they 

Wore unable to rent it. sane of the men then volunteered 

to have services in their homes, but Rev. Gussick did not want  
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   to begin services in their homes because they would not be 

able to publicize or announce them and there was danger that 

the Lutheran Church would be stigmatized from the start as 

being German, for, after all, it was to be for anyone in the 

city. 

In the first week of November, 1947, Rev. Gussick began 

Glasses for the children of the German residents, preparing 

them for confixmation, in the language of the country, Spanish. 

Soon there were fourteen children enrolled in these classes. 

He held tis sé classes in his own hane.+ 

{he first church service in the capital city was planned 

for Christmas, but had to be postponed on account of sickness 

in the group. It was held on January 6, 1948, Epiphany 

Evening, in the home of Rev. Gussick, There were twenty- 

one present, of whom seven were adults, There were no more 

services for some time for the reasons mentioned above, and 

because of the press of work in the other two stations.” 

Rev. Gussick divided the instruction classes into two 

Groups according to age, and continued to hold them in his 

home, until another meeting place was secured later in the 

same year, leven of the children in the class were confirmed 

on Fentecost Sunday, 1949. 

In Hay, 1948, a room was found for rent in a school, 

"Golerzis Guatemala," and classes were continued in that room. 

Sen eters ones cote 

1a letter from Rev. Gussick to Rev. ayer, dated iigve 

10, 1947 

22, F. Gussick, fhe Guatemalan Pioneer-» No. 2» Jane 3, 1948.
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The first regular kinglish service was held in thet room on 

Sundey, July 11, 1948. There was an attendance of cizhtecn 

and Rey. Gussick preached a sermon based on Mark 8, 1-ll. 

This room was not attractive for church services, but Kev. 

and Mrs. Gussick cleaned it each Sunday morn:ng and tacked 

a sheet over a mirrow which hung on the wall over the nantle 

of a fireplecs in the room, brought in a small portable 

organ, and made the room look as much like a church as they 

were able, ‘he school desks, however, were far too small 

for adults to sit in them comfortably. ‘Services were held 

there weekly, and a number of instruction classes were held 

there each week.® 

Later on, in December of that same year, a house was 

found in the center of Guatemala Vity, near the Nati onal 

Falace, and it was rented for use as a church. The main 

room of this house was arrenged like an early Roman house, 

with columns at either end, and the niche at one end was 

fixed so us to make a fine chancel. Rev. Gussick made an 

altar with meterials at hand. The Christmas service in the 

capital city that year was beautiful, It was held in tnglish, 

and there was a Spanish Vesper Service neld in the evening, 

A tew people who were at home only in that Languase 

attended this sexvice, among others, uring the whole year 

of 1948 and until June ; 1949, attendance a the church 

services as very poor, with an averaze of about 12 to a 

ere Ese at ane! 

Sc, Tf. Kuehn, 1948 Desk Diary. ®hig was used to Keep 

daily reports by Student Kuehn.
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people attending them. One man, Dr. Ainsilie, the chief 

doctor at the «merican Hospital (Fresbyterian), attended 

very regularly because he appreciated the fine sermons, 

which were all held in Snglish, At intervals, American 

tourlsts who were Lutherans also visited these services and 

were happy to find a Lutheran missionary in Guatemala, 

Lutheran Hour broadcasts brought much mail to the 

stations that broadcast that program in Guatemala, four of 

them by 1949. Rev. Gussick received this mail, as well as 

some from other Central «american Radio Stations. Some Spanish 

spesking people cven came to his door seeking further 

information abst the Lutheran Cpurch. Rev. Sussick was not 

able at this time to begin mission work among the many 

Spanish-speaking inhabitants of that city of over 200,000 

population, beceuse he was so pressed vith his work in the 

liotagua River Valley and with administrative details, and with 

his repeated attempts to rouse interest among the German 

Lutherans in Guatemala City. He did mich thinking about ways 

to break into the Spanish community with his work, but came to 

the conclusion, as is evidenced by his letters to the Mission 

Board, and in THE GUATEMALAN PIONEER, a newsletter which the 

Gussicks mimeographed and sent to friends in the United States, 

that it was imperative to have a larger staff of missionaries 

before extensive work could be done in the capital. 

In February of 1948 Hrs. Gussick had to return to the 

United States. On April 7, 1948 their third child, ary 

Louise, vas born to then. On Nay 3, 1949 Rev. Gussick re-
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reasons for this trip to the States was to raise money 

through lectures, by permission of the Board for Home iiissions,- 

to buy a Jecr, Visual Alds, a portable organ, ani a 2-kilowatt 

generator to piace on the Jeep. During this period of 

lecturing, Rev. Gussick stressed the needs for manpower in 

mission fields, especially in his own, since he could speak 

from expericnes regarding the work in Guatemala. He arrived 

back in Guatemala with his family dune 24, 1948, two months 

later. * 

dust befoxe the mid-semester vacation at Concordia 

Seminary in S$. Louis during the school year 1947-1945, 

student Clarence @, Kuehn of Kingston, New York, son of the 

late Rey, Theodore Kuehn of Rome; New York,- was approached 

and asked whether he would like to go to Rev. Gussick's side 

in Guatemala and help him with the work in that virgin 

mission field of the Missouri Synod. He agreed to go for 

one year to Guatemala, and prepared to leave at the close 

of the half-year of the school tern, le had completed, at 

the time, two and one-half years of his course of theological 

studies and was somewhat acquainted with the Spanish languase, 

having spent a year's vicerage in Corpus Christi, fexas, teach- 

ing school at Our Savior Lutheran Sohool. Our Savior Church 

He left St. Louis 

and 
Was a Spanish Mission of the Texas District. 

in a snowstorm during the first week of February, 1948, 

pe eee 

42, #, Gussick, The Guatemalan Pioneer., Ho. 5, Oct. 18, 1945.
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traveled by trsin and bus to liexico City, with a stop at 

Monterrey, ‘hen he flew to Guatemala City from Mexico City, 

arriving in Guatemala on February 12, 1948,° iis spent the 

months of ¥ebruary and liarch with Rev. Gussick, traveling over 

the fleld with him, and lesrning the habits and customs of the 

p6ople, xeviewing the Spanish Languate, and learning the goals 

to be achisved in mis:ion work, At the end of March he left 

the capital city to live in Fuerto Barrios for one month. During 

May and Tues while Rev. Gussick was in the United States 

gathering materials for expending the work in the field, he 

lived in the capital eity and visited Zacapa and fuerto 

Barrios periodically. jater, he lived in the Motasua River 

Valley, sharing hig time between Zacapa and Puerto Barrios 

Gach week, visiting the capital city for a rest and for 

Consultation with Rev. Gussick a few days each month, ° atter 

his year's work in Guatemala, he returned to the United States 

in January of 1949 to complete his studies at Voncordia 

Seminary, where, God willing, he is to finish his studies 

in June, 1950. 

Whe next Concordia Seminary student to assist REV. 

Gussick in his missionary activities was Gerhard ¥.: Kempff of 

Spokane, iiashington. iis febher was a layman, very active in 

ehurch work in Spokene, tr. Kempff hed taught school abn Ste 

John's Lutheran school in New Germany, Minnesota’, for ome yoar, 
meter memento." 

This is a PGa ts K G Diary - 1948. u. ZT, Kuehn, Guatemalan Diar " 

Compilation of letters yritcen home during thet year. 

Su, 7, Kuehn, 1948 Desk Diary. 
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and had begun his third full year at the seminary. Hevwever, 

upon hearing thet Mr. Kuehn was returning to the Seminary in 

Januery, 1949 to complete his studies, ur, Kempff very kindly 

discontinued the scmester of school work he had begun and left 

for Guatemala, arriving there on October 23,.1948, His Spanish 

was weak, since he had completed only four units of Spanish at 

the Seminary and had not served in any Spanish mission 

previously. However, he applied himself diligently and 

preached his first Spanish sermon on January 6, 1949. ‘hen 

Mr. Kuehn left, he was able to continue to work in the liotagua 

River Valley, preaching each week in Zacapa, two villezes near 

éacapa, ond in Puerto Barrios. fe returned to the United 

states in -eaigust of 1949,” 

As far as we are able to ascertain, these two men were 

the first in many years to spend an entire year's vicarage 

in a foreign country during their Seminary days. Rev. Faul 

Prokopy of Manchester, Conneoticutt, and later, Rev. Thomas 

Urban, spent a year in the Isle of Pines during their 

Ssminery days, cbout 1918 and 1950, respectively.° 

the first we-k in march, 1948, Dr. Streufert, Executive 

Seoretary of the Hore Mission Board, visited Guatemala and 

Nicaragua, ‘this was his first trip to Guatemala and he - 

Visited the vhole field, helping to lay plans for the future 

of the mission work. ‘hen he returned to the United States, 

—L 

‘ "G iF, Kempff, Diary of Guatemala, 1948-9. 

day by day diary... 

8¥iles of the School of Missions, Goncordia Seminary. 

These are in the Office of Professor Zimmermann. 

This was his 
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he wrote in ihe Lutheran sitness: 

If only all of our members could spend a dey or two 
with one of our missionaries who are blazing a trail 
for Christ in vi¥gin territories, there would be no 
need for the Church to plead for funds for its mission 
treasuries. these men are repre senting us — and their 
supzort is our responsibility? 

During the first week of March, 1949, Rev. Hayer made his 

second trip to Guatemala, visiting the whole field end marking 

the progress that had been made during the intervening montis. Lo 

During the tine since Rev. Gussick had gone to Guetemala 

until the present, men have been sought who would go to 

Guatemala as full-time missionaries, since Rev, Gussick was 

besring the ereatest part of the responsibilities involved 

in keeping up with the rapid growth in a mission field. <= 

the end of a series of three articles apsecring in the 

Lutheren Witness in the spring of'1949, written by Hev. Gussick, 

and entitled "Whot of Guatemala?", there was a statement 

added to the articles and enclosed in a special box, reading, 

"A second full-time man will be sent to Guatemala just as 

Quickly as possible. Such an addition to the field is now 

being sought."LL 

Though the progress of missionary work in Guatemala 

City may heve veen slow, more abundant missionary possibilities 

were offered in the two cities of the Motagua River Valley. 

[patmassenmemnenaeeapassmcaeeancess 

Yor, F.C. sbreagcert, "fhe Church Loves Forward in Latin 

america, Zhe Lutheran «itness, LAVII (lay 4, 1948), 144. 
2 a a G 948-9. 105, ¥, Kempff, Diary of Guasenal ey ems TAChenell 

eee 11g, F. Gussick, "what of 
Witness LXVIII (April.19, 1949), 12. 
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In Zacapa 

Hoon after Kev. Gussick had arrived in Guatemala and 

been installed, he began making reguler trips to daacapa and 

Puerto Barrios every two weeks, Almost immediately the group 

in Zacapa was able to find a house on the main street, which 

was rented and equipped for services. Ualf the house was 

sub-Lct to a family of members who took care of the bookstore 

which was organized in one room of the building. 1Z There was 

no altar in the room that was used for church services, since 

most of the carly visitors to the services, sometimes number-   ing more than forty, were not accostomed to having an altar. 

On his semi-nonthly visits to Zacapa, Rev. Gussick at once 

began to hold instruction classes after his church services. 

He also conducted a Sunday Sehool for about 25 children. The 

cooperation of the group was wonderful. 

The first Christmas service in dacapa, at which Rev. 

Gussick uscd colored slides of the Nativity, which were lent 

to him by his fether-in-law, was held in the regular chapel 

room of the rented house. The room measured about 15 by 20 

feet. One hundred twenty-five adults and one hundred children 

crowded into thet room to hear the Christmas Story and to se 

the pictures.1% 

hile Rev, Guesick was in 4acapa in Jenuary, 1948, on one 

of his early trips to thet city, there came 4 letter to aes 

  

666 ar # The Guatemalan Pioneer, Ho. 1, Dec. 10, 1987. 
te J Gussick, The 

Lot pid. No. 2» Jane 9, 1948.
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from a villages near-by, called Maguey. It invited him to 

visit that village and to preach the Gospel there, too. He 

followed an ox-cart trall the four miles across semidesert 

land to the village, and preached one evening to a group of 

about fifty people in a Lentern-1it room, for there was 79 

Glectricilty in that village. Of the whole population or 

300, oniy one, snrique Fuentes, could read and write. +4 

Mr. Kuehn began to visit regularly each week between 

4acapa and kuerto Barrios in July, 1948, Ue lived in Hatel 

Yerrocarril, in Zacapa, three days cach week, and thereafter, 

services werc held each week, On wednesday evening, adult 

instruction classss were held; Friday afternoon was set 

for the children's Bible Class, for which the Spanish- 

lensuage Concordia Sunday School Leaflets were used; and   €ach lriday evening was the time for Divine Service. For & 

while, the four-mile walk was made to Huguey each Thursday 

; Gvcning. Later, Muguey was served twice a month, wien 

Visits to Monte Granie were begun. 

: the first full order of service, as is found in the 

Lutheran Hymnal, was conducted in 4acepa on March 16, 1948. 

Frior to thet time, only parts of the liturgy were used. trom 

that time on, the entire service was read, It was only at 

Christmas, 1948, that an organ was brought to 4acapa for 

regular use, In september of that year an altar was built by 

  

14tpid., Newsletter No. 5, Oot. 16, 1948. 

15, ‘ Materiel following 
. T. Kuehn, 1946 Desk Diary. L 

will Meee eer from this source unless otherwise inasoatec 
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hend of mahogeny wood by ‘one of the men, ir, Genaro Keyes, ] 

Church of 2acapa, Hila wedding took place on November 15, 

1948 ev. “ussick, who visited dacapa and Fuerto Barrios 

at leest soice cvery six weeks, officlated at this wedding. 

in October, the first trip was made to the town called   lionte Grande » which was one of the many villages near 4Zacaya 

without any spiritual cere. From then on trips were made to 

Monte Grande every two weeks, and to Hiaguey every two weeks. 

onte Grande lay some fiftecn miles across the desert from | 

“acapa, and the trip was made sost of the time on bioycles. | 

Almost immediately large groups congregated in the patio of 

& home in that village to hear the Word of Yod. A few tines 

during the two years covered in this thesis, Rev. Gussick 

drove the Jeep, owned by the mission, down from the capital 

to 4acapa and then out to Monte Grande and Maguey. ‘hese . 

two villages, without electricity, were virtually out off 

from civilization. There were no regular roads leading to 

them, ev. Gussick drove the Jeep into the tovms over rough 

axX-cert trails, «As mentioned before, a two-kilowatt eenengeut 

and visuel aids equipment was placed on ths Jeep. A light 

was strung up on a pole, and, wien it was lit, many people 

came fron the houses of the villages to see what was 

happening. With the aid of colored slides, Rev. Gussick 

described the Gospel for the Day and preached on it to many 

who hed never heard the word of God presented in its truth 

and purity, Zhe first such use of the Jeep and visual aids 

Scuipment was made during the first week of advent, 1946, when
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such a pexrvice was held in both villages. «A portable organ 

was played, for many of the simple folk had never heard nor 

seen an organ snd it was a great drawing power. «at one such 

service, in linrch, 1949, the Passion liistory was shown to 

more than 250 people in onte Grande and to 150 people in 

liaguey.”” 

The building which was rented for the chapel in 4acapa 

had a room in it which was used for a bookstore, iér, Manuel 

Franco, though he cou.d neither read nor write at the tine,” 

sold the tracts and books that were offered for sale. 

This bookstore was widely known in the city and throughout 

the territory. ihir. Franco earned his livelihood repairing 

bicycles and wetches in this seme shop. It was his bicycles 

thst were lent to the missionaries for their trips to kaguey 

and 4wonte Grande, When the first public library was opened 

in 4ecapa during 1948, this Lutheran bookstore donated a 

Bible to it. specially at Christmastime, many wall plaques 

and manger sets were offered for sale and sold. the tracts 

distributed from this store were read in many homes. 

About the game time that Rev. Guesick arrived in Guatemala, 

one Salvedor Merriquin Sandoval opensd a radio station in 
hat ~ 

Zacapa. Rev. Gussick was successful in haying time over t 

station for the Lutheran Hour. “a. Sandoval was so glad to 

Sin ecrreemmeemienmenemenscecns 

16>, ¥, Kempff, Diary of Guatemala, 1948-9. 

172, 2, Gussick, "The Blind Receive Their Sight," Ihe 
Mission Gall, Vol. 5, No. 3 (Jan., 1950), ps 3. dire Franco 
Sarned tomlad and write by the Laubach method in late 1949.
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have such @ program as the Lutheran Hour, that he broadcast the 

program twlccs cach Sunday, though he charged for one broadcast 

each Sunday. <A number of times during the yecr he offered ev. 

Gussick free radio time to speak to a wider public, and he 

announced the time of local services each week after his morning 

broadcast. Finally, at Christmas,’1948, itev. Gussick accepted 

the offer for free radio tine. fhe 24th of December icv. Gussick 

preached over Station TGZa, Zacapa, Guatemala, This program 

was heard in all parts of Central America and in other parts 

of Latin-auerica, for Stetion TGZs is a short-wave station. 

This radio service was complete in that, again, the whole 

liturgy was cmployed. “vs. Gussick played the portable organ, 

and the two Scminarians, who were together in Guatemala at 

the time, sang the liturgy and the hymns. 

After this service, the doors of the patio behind the 

radio ststion were thrown open and the public was invited to 

come insides the patio to visit the station's first public 

broadcast. This broadcast was that of the Christmas Frozsram 

of the Lutheran Sunday School in Zacapa. ‘The script included 

Gight hymus and a tpiece® for each child. ach "piece™ was @ 

Bible passaze. In this menner, sixty children brought the 

Christmas message to many people that year. Near the end of the 

service, the lights were put out, and, while the older children 

recited the actual Christmas Story, colored slides of the 

There were 140 visitors present. 
story were shown on a screen. 

a class of twelve adults was con— 

gether with 
. On December 50, 1948, 

firmed in dacapa and received the Lord's Supper to 
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their pastor and the Seminary students who were with hin. 

Among them were Mir, Vasquez and his wife and daughter, lr. 

Reyes, Mr. franco, and Mr. and irs. Flores. There were three 

more confirmations in Zacane before June, 1949, : 

ir. Fuentes of Masusy was in this first confirmation 

group. From June, 1948, to. dune, 1949, there were about 

seven baptisms in 4acapa. In the tovm of Muguey there was a 

litile girl who was sick and died of dysentary. Sefore she 

dicd, at the age of three years, she was baptized by ir. fuentes. 

Her father had not been willing for her to be baptized, but in 

the hours before her death, Mr. Fuentes and others led hin to 

consent to the baptism. It brought the gentleman much comfort 

to know that his child head been baptized before she died. 

ithe average attendance in church services in sacapa during   
the first year of Rev. “ussick's work in Guatemala was about 

| thirty-six, iewer attended the adult instruction classes 

regularly, but the children's Sible classes were attended by an 

averase of 50 childrén. 

On april 1, 1949 a congregation was organized at 4acapa 
with a voting membership or sian The name or the congre sation, 

chosen sane tine before, was La Iglesia del Divino Salvador 

(The Church of the Divine Savior.) lire Vasquez was elected 

Fuentes was Glectcd secretary, and fir. | Fresident, My. Enrique 
This was the first and Genaro Reyes was elected Treasurers 

only group to organize as a congregation “iuring the period © 

The group in Zacapa had pro- 

to such a 

| 

| vith which this thesis deals. 

| Gessed, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
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status in a compseratively short tine, 29 

he new a Lor property on which to build a church was 

felt almost immediately, and in februery, 1949, a small house 

was bought for $1800. This house had ‘ane rooin twenty feet 

square and wes situated on a lot approximately fifty by 

seventy-five feet, “t+ was located on the main street of 4acapa, 

just opposite the building that had at first been rented for 

one yesr. Plans are to build a church on thet. property in 

the near future. another piece. of land was acquired in cacapa, 

also on the main street, but slightly away from the center of 

town. This mcasures 18,3500 square yards, and was bought on 

dune 1, 1949 for $1200, It is to be the site of missionary 

homes sonetine in the near future? 

A great number of canvass calls ani pastoral visits were 

made cach month and a large number of tracts end Sible portions 

were distributed, or example, during the month of September, 

1948, there were 108 calls made in private homes, and during 

October of tht year 75 hones were visited in cacapa. 

In July, 1949, a Seminarian, Bob Hoeferkemp, from Voncordia 

Seminsry in st. Louis, went from the United states to Z<acapa 

in order to serve in tht city for one full yeere 

Zacepa is a chief city for a very large area of Guatemala 

and the work of the Lutheran Chureh that is done on the main 

and 
street of thet city is noted by many who visit the city, 

  

lg, ¥, Kempft, Diary of Guatemala, 1949-. 

197 pia. 
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the news of ths Lutheran Church and its bookstore is carried 

by these txavelers to meny places. 

In Puerto Barrios 

liv, Fred Fenkow, who had assisted his brother at the 

installation services for #ev. Gussick, and who is now one of 

the Hissouri Lutheran pastorg in Cuba, stayed in Fuerto Sarrios 

fav one month before returning to his studies at Concordia 

‘ Senlnexsy Post Graduate School in September, 1947. uring that 

tine he held mcetings almost every night and studied the 

catechian with the Spanish group in that city. Mr. Vilar 

Alvarez was not in +uerto Barrios during most of the tine thet 

fig, Fankow was there, He returned just as lir, Pankow was 

prepéring ts leave, 

when dir, Pankow ler, ev. Yussick began to visit Fuerto 

Barrios about twlee 2 month, He soon found, after several 

Mcstines with mar. Pilar “lverez, the man who had been leaier 

of the croup thers, that sr, Alvarez was not in agreenent eh 

Lutheran dociurine and was not willing to yield to the study 

of it. Hx. Alvarez, in fact, caused much disturbance in the 

Spenish grou, in his city, and many of the people tect 
him ‘and aid not worship with the Lutherans when deve Sussick 

At first, Spanish 
‘Alvarez's 

Visited and had services with the groupe. 

s€rvices had been held in a chapel in front of Ets 

hone, but almost immediately another place of ~orship had to 
be found. sir, arlano Menendez offered the uss of his home 

vy spanish services were to the Lutheran group, end thercatte 

 



66 

held there, until a small chapel was built. Israel Alvarez, 

the son of fir, Pilar alvarez, was very interested in becoming 

  

a Lutheran pastor, and began to study with Rev. Gussick, but 

very soon he was married and lw felt that he could not continue 

studying, le never came to the services held in the home of 

ir, Karians Menendez, 

the inglish group, on the other hand, had not been 

successful in vaising money to move the old anglican Chapel to 

@ new site, ond Xev. Gussick was not in favor of using moncy   from the United States for this purpose because the building 

was in a very poor state of repair. There was a building 

used ag a club house for the Jamaican negro group which was 

scoured for use as a temporary church and mecting place. it 

was favorably located in the area of the city near the docks, 

and not hard to reach, except when it rained very hard and 

the ep roach to the building was muddy. 

The first Christmas service in Fuerto Barrios was held 

the Monday before Uhristmas in 1947. Rev. Gussick flew from 

Guatemala City, nearly missing serious injury when his air- 

plane, a OC-3 of the Guatemalan commerblal airline, Aviatcca, 

snapped off two pala 

head= 
got out of control during a landing and 

trees and ripped through two small houses at Bananere, 

quarters city for the United Fruit Company, @ town carved out 
and Fuezto Barrios. 

oup invited the 

whe 

of the jungle, mid-way between 4acapa 

No one was hurt. ‘that evening the Jemaican er 

Spanish group to their Club House Chapel for service. 

sly, the melodies 
hymns were sung in both languages simultaneou 
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being the sanc, though the words were in different Languages. 

The Christmas Story was read and colored pictures were shown 

on a serecn, the attendance at this service was fitty.~9 

Rev, Gussick worked hard on his trips to Fuerto Barrios 

to bring @ clear understanding of Seripture teaching of the 

Meens of Grace, and of the mediate working of the Holy 

Spirit to the Spanish group, but it was quite a while before 

the spirit of complete sanctification in the heart of the 

individual Christian lost its hold on the hearts of the 

pGopiG, for they were not as ready to accept what he taught 

them as were those in Zacapa, But the good people of Puerto 

Barrios studied the Holy “ible very hard and soon it took 

root in their hearts and they realized more of the implications 

of the doctrine of original sin. 

The Seminary stuient assistants of xev. Yussick, first 

fie; Kuehn, and later, =r. Sempif, lived at liotel de Norte in 

Puerto Barrios during their period of stay in th:t city each 

week, wr, Kuehn lived in Puerto Barrivs the entire month of 

April, 1948, ‘The program was, after duly, 1948, that the 

student live in suerto Barrios four days a week. 4“e usually 

flew to fuerto Barvios from Zacapa on Saturday morning, thus 

n the 

evening, If he took the train; he would not have besa cure 

to have classes in the evening. In Zacapa, there “ere ee 
6s 

Services each week, and one in either Maguey oF lionte Grande; 

ee eeeeerecesnereene ere 

sida 20: ¥, Gussiok, whe Guatemalan Pioneer, 'o- Re, JaNeD, : 
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in Puerto Barrios, with both English and Spanish groups, 

there were six meetings a week, and sometimes seven. ‘this 

made it impossible to miss Saturday night classes and made 

airplane travel necessary. towever, the cost of that travel 

was only j2.00 more by plane than by train, and the plane 

saved five hours during the 90-nile trip between the two 

cities. On the trip to d4acapa, the student usually traveled 

by train, for then the trein left in the morning from ruerts 

Barrios on the coast and arrived in Zacapa by noon. | 

4s time went on, the groups in Fuerto Barrios, both 

Spanich and inglish, did not become very large, but remained 

small. ‘his was due in part to the aforementioned problem 

of the Spanish group, and to the indifference to church on the 

part of the Jamaican group. But the worst impediment to the 

work of the preaching of the Gospel in that third-largest city 

of Guatemala was the very low moral standard prevalent in 

the city. ‘here were innumerable cantinas (bars) and houses 

  

of ill-famc scattered throughout the city. 4 priest cane fron 

Banenera ones a month, and therefore there was no restraint 

felt from the "church of the land," which had no reguler 

priest in thet large city. furthermore, for the Spanish group, 

the hone of ur, Henendez was not easily accesible, being 

situated on the top of a hill on the ‘outakirts or the city, 

and reached only after a long walk over nuddy paths = muidy 

P
R
Y
.
 

re 

almost all of the time, for in this area it rained almont 

every day for most of the year. ‘There were no streetlights 
dark. 

f end many were actualiy afraid to walk in that city after 

    é ¥ 
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there wus no cifective mesns of advertising the services 

in thet privete hone, and no effective means of directing 

people to it, for the streets were neither marked nor clearly 

definable, being nothing more than narrow paths. Until 

December, 1948, for one snbire year, no other place of worship 

was found for the Spanish group. Yor the English group, the 

only avallabic place for worship was the Club House, pre=- 

viously mentioned, and many people complained that, since 

there wore Suburday night dances there, it wes not a fit 

place for worship. ‘Yoo, the ships from the United States, and 

other countries, were constantly in port and most of the men 

of Puerto Barrios were stevedores and "on call" to work. 

attendance at the Spanish adult classes often was less 

than flve; at the children's Sunday School less than twenty; 

and at the cuniay service, less than twenty. The inglish 

church services and adult classes were attended by still 

fewer people, ‘here was, however, an English part-time school 

run by two Jamaican wonen, irs, Martinez and Mrs, *oungs and / 

they alloued the missionary to come to their schools cach 

week to teach a “ible story. Zetween these two groups of. 

children, for that school was divided according to &&°, the 

missionary always reached fifty children @ week, Though 

they learned the stories well, and showed by their action 

only two or 

s at 

tines that they were learning the love of Jesus, 

would come to church services. Their parents 

Were not interested in sending or bringing them to ohureh. 

4b Laster, 1948, there was another combined Snglish— 

three of then 2 Wi 
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Spenish service, and this time there were one hundred present 

to hear and see the saster story, for colored ‘plotures again 

were brought and shown to then. 

twice in May visits were made at "Yile Four." The rail= 

road is the only hishway that leads out of ftuerto Barrios go- 

ing toward the capital city, and four miles out of the city 

there was & village of palm-thatched houses, called “iiile 

Four." One home was opened to the Lutheran Group for worship, 

but after two visits it became evident that almost every 

hight in the week a diferent man would be alloved to preach 

in thet house, and, since the owner of the house and the 

people who visited the services were interested in having © 

Unionistic services where anyone could pray and preach, and 

since the work in Puerto Barrios itself was very pressing, 

they were not continued. 3 

the men of the Spanish group in Fuerto Barrios were not, 

however, satisfied with seeing Lutheran work being done only 

in Fuerto Barrios, and they planned trips to a number of 

Villages far out of tow. ‘Three times during the latter p See 

of 1948, and again in the soring of 1949, they traveled by 

railroad through the banena farms, hired a canoe, and traveled 

along the Motagua River to its mouth to 4 number of villages, 

the principal one being La Barra de la ligtagua. This was a 

two-day trip one way, and sometimes wss & three or four-day 

trip. They would stay for a few days, holding classes and 

the 
Services morning, noon, and night for the people of th 

and their own Bibles and Villages, preach, leave tracts, 
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catechisms, and Sunday School materials, and return to 

tyerto Barrios. As a result of this work, Mir. Yess liejia, 

a resident of La Barra de la hotagua, visited <uerto Barriss 

and told siev. Gussick of his desire to work with the Lutherans 

and preach for them, which he then did, In November, 1948, 

he brought his wife and child to fuerto Barrios, and the baby   
was baytized. That evening it had rained very hard and there 

| had been no service because no one had come to church, the 

baptism was pexfoxmed by Mr, Kuehn on November 7, 1948, in 

a private home. Ue worked faithfully in two villages until \ 

his death,“ 

On Septcmber 2, 1948, the first wedding was blessed by 

the Lutheran Church in Guatemala, Tne law of the country is 

that the couple must be married by the judge, and later can. 

be blessed in the church, if the couple so wishes. Jir. Kuehn 

was asked to officiate at the wedding and Rev. Gussick was 

asked to preach, ‘the couple were Miss Irene Flowers of 

Fuerto Barrios, and Mr. Antonio Charles of New Orleans, 

Louisiana, a sailor on one of the boats. this Snglish wedding 

service was attended by more than one hundred people. 

une effective means of bringing the “ord of God before 

was through "birthday servicss." 

he invited his friends to 
the peaple of Fuerto Barrios 

When someone would have a birthday, 

stor to tell a story 

ad at 
his birthday party, and ‘invited the pa 

oF preach on a “ible text. Ab one of these services, hel 

Se eeenneneesespeeeenecrsesnennene 

@la 7, Gussick, The Guatemalan Pioneer, No- Nove 25, 

1949 
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the hone of Hro Thomas Frances, one of the faithful members 

of the spenishespéaking groin, “ho lived two miles out of 

luerts Barrios, along the railroad track, a obitd was brougat 

to the Lord in Holy Baptism on November 1, 1948, in this sence 

hone privete instructions were held regulerly, for the ‘emily 

wag nob able ts visit the vresuler adult classes Gach Saturday. 

On Novenber 8, 1948, a lot was bought on the ost 

favorable street in iverto Barrios. Of the two all-weather 
7 streets, Sitth Avenue was the sast inportant. The lot that 

was baught for 5700 measured 50 by 150 fect. “It vas low and 

Swan ape Shere hed tk en an opportunity to buy another Lot, 

the sene size, near the lob that was finally bought. this lot 
Dale ane 29 

% 

8 hear a seliook end wags solid ground. It cost 31000. ‘the 

iiome Mission Board asked Rev. Gussick to arrenge to buy the 

lot on fitth Avenue, However, the people were overjoyed to 

have lend, Uhey cleared the lot of derbis, dug drainage 

ditches, which drained ints the open sever on the street, and 

hauled sand and clay to fill the section of the Lot where 

their texuporary chapel was ta be built. A space 20 by 40 

e the Lot was rilled with sand and gravel 
feet at the back of 

at the cost of 368.25, the nen went into the bush sone _ five 

Miles from the city and cut enough polea to build a chapsl, 

heuled them into the city, and set up the frame ‘of the 

the type tnat 

is used in building such 4 building grows in deep swanp= 

Certain men make their living 

Water and is difficult to gete 

sé palm branches for building. 
by cutting and asliing the 
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material, Thixtecn hundred branches yere used in the con= 

struction of the building and cost 872.00. The total cost 

of the structure was $339.25. This included the fill for the 

lot, the entire 20 by 40-foot building, the rough benches, 

and the altar, built of rough lumber and covered with cloth. 

Gn December 25, 1948, there were four services held in 

the newly-opened church, fifteen attended the early morning 

Snglish Christmas Service, snd fifteen attended the spanish 

Christmas Service. In the afternoon, fifty-five attended the 

Spenish, and eighteen the Znglish, Children's Program. 

thile about twenty individuals had been studying and 

prepering themselves for confirmation in Puerto sarrios, on 

Wecenmber 20, 1948, five Spanish-speaking adults.vere confirmed 

and recelved the Lords Supper, and on December 21, three 

inglish-spe-king people, two adults and a younger girl, were 

confirmed and received the Sastanente One man of the Sparish— 

Speaking aroup in Fuerto Barrios, as mentioned before, “as 

anegro. +hexefore, at the first Spanish-language communion 
service, whieh was the first iutheran Communion Service in 

Guitemala, a d aaa negro, Guatemalans, and Northyfmertoense 

(Rev. Gussick and the two students) received the Lord's. 

Supper from a common cup, symbolizing the unity OG vel eae T
H
E
M
E
 

in Christ. +he name of the church in Fuerto Barrios - and 

when the congregetion is organized, the. two ene OR as 
el 

“411 be one congregation - is La Iglesia de cristo, 

Salvador, or, in knglish, The Church of Christ t 

On New Year's Eve there was another combined s 

he Savior. 

ervice. 
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This was a watch-night service, and the liturgy was sung, 

accompanicd by the portable organ lent to the church by Hr. 

Wiloughby, first in one language, then in the other. Mr. 

Kemprf preached in knglish, and li. Kuehn preached in 

Spanish. The service was attended by forty people and the 

communicants of both Language groups communed together. In 

Puerto Barsios, as well as in Zacapa, the Lord's Supper is 

celebrated every week. Rev. Gussick discussed the matter with 

the members in both cities and they agreed that it would be 

wise to have an opportunity to receive the Sacrament as 

often as possible. ‘the Seminary students have special per- 

mission to administer the Lord's Supper. 

ne Yanaicans brought many of their children to be 

baptized. rom June, 1948 to June, 1949, there ere twenty- 

three inzlish-lenguage baptisms in fuerto Barrios, performed 

by the Seminary students, There was’ one nore English wedding 

in the spring of 1949, performed by Rev. Gyssick. 

No book store was cetablished in Fyerto Barrios. 

building of the church on Fifth avenue helped to eentralize 

and more visitors began to cone 

‘The 

the work. in-both Languages, 

to services; especially towards the middle of 1949, Huch 

literature was distributed, but here not fran door to door, a5 

in cacapa. Arter the chapel was built in Fuerto Barrios, then 

the immediate neighborhood of the chapel wes canvassed. ‘the 

amount of literature distributed was nearly one thousand 

between both Fuerto Barrios and 4acapae 
bieces each month, 

on the 

In June, 1949, plans were to build a permanent chapel 
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lot that was owned by the iission Board, in front of what 

is now the first +utheran Church built for the Spanish- _ 

speaking people of Centra), «nerica. xt ‘uch time that the 

new building be built, the Palm Thatch Chapel will be used — 

for other purposcs. 

hough there was much difficulty for the beginning of” 

the permanent mission work in Fuerto Barrios, due to the 

loss of interest on the pert of certain of the men, poor 

Location, and extremely low moral conditions in the city, 

geneéraliy, the zeal of the small group was remarkable and 

they grew, not in ‘ue:to Barrios alone, but spread the 

Gospel of desus to more villages. 

In July, 1949, a student vicar, Carl Bretoher, from 

Concordia Scminary in 3t. Louis, went to “yexto Barrios to 

stay end serve that city for one full year. 
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This history covers a very short, but important period 

of tins, for it marks the beginning of the first work of 
: 

| 
4 the intheran Church = itssourd Synod among the Spanish= 

i spésking peaple in Central swmerica, rou the first letter 

| reecived by Rev. Harry Ho Sith in Texas from 4soapa, in 

Novenber of 1945, the succeeding letters from Fusrto Barrios 

to Rev. Snith, snd the desire of the interned Germans in the 

| United States to heave a Lutheren Church again in Guatenecla 

| City, to the cnbranos of Rev. Gussick as the first full-time 

| Missionary, was a period of twenty-one months. : Spon his... 

entrance until June, 1949, ne count twenty-two months. these 

thee years ond seven months were months of great strein 

for all involved, for the birth of a new church is not Gasy, 

and they vexe months of great joy, for the birth of & new 

church is s Godepleasing thing. : 

The exploretary tripe of diev. Mayer and Keve F ankow 
p. ‘ a sho - 

yielded much fruit, for the hearts of the Guatcemalans wh ; 

were interested in the Lutheran Church leaped for joy when . Lutheran pastore Rev. Gussick was installed as their first 

4 B the 
God blessed the efforts he made to teach His Word, and 

hin in 
efforts of the Concordia deninary students who aided 

this great taske 
wey 943 and 

Rhere were stabisties available on the years i 
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1949, printed in the Statistical Yearbook of the Lutheran 

Church =< Hissoiri Synod, but 1t is true, that in the in- 

ecption of work such as this, in any field, early figures 

can be very deceptive. or. that reason, they have not been 

listed. The growth in Christian love, the desire to 

spread the word of God to other towns and villages, and the 

number of pcople who are asking for Lutheran work to be 

begun in their villages (seventeen villages are calling for 

help right now!), ave proof that God has blessed His Word 

in Guatenala. 

A conporision of figures mentioned in a letter from 

Rev, Gussick to lx. Kempff early in 1950, shows that at the 

6nd of 1949 theze were approximately double the number of 

people who attended church services regularly and who visited 

Christmas services throughout the field than there were at 

the end of she year 1948, at the end of the year 1949 the 

number of regular visitors at church in the whole field 

Was six hundred, and the number at the Vhristmas services 

WAS one thousand, 

search for literature and his appeal 

Lutheran Church 

laces in Guatemala. 

Through Mr. Vasquez! 

to the Lutheran Bookstore in Texas, the 

Gntered Guatemala and has spread to \many P 

ted the coming 

put hearten— 
It is sad to know that some who eagerly awai 

of the missionary lost interest when he did oom, 
e 

ing to know that many more gathered around him to hese God's 

Word, God's unfailing promise is that lie will bless His work. 

SOLI DEO GLORIA



APPENDIX A 

THY FIRS? LETTER FROM MR. VASQUEZ TO REV. SAITH 

15. Noviembre, 1945. 
ils aprecLebles hermanos: : 

Deseo que cuando ini presente esté en sus manos, les encuentre 
gozands de las inescrutables riquezas de mi Sefior, pués son 
los déseos dé mi corazon para con Uds, Aunque no les conozco, 
pero siento en mi espfritu la communién del Sefior con Uds. 
liermanos me. susta hablar siempre que me tooa, francamente: 
deseo que Uds, mc manden por la remesa gratuita un buen 
surtidos de tretados para la distribucidn, que sean especiales 
para 6vangclizecicn sobre todo aquellos que tratan las falsas 
doctrinas romanas, Si no hay de este, los que tengan. Lo 
que necesito .es literatura para repartir. 

También les suplica si pueden me hagan favor de mandarme la 
biograf¥a de iiartin Lutero pues me gusta lecr libros de 
edificacisin sspiritual y mé 6s bastante diticultoso conprar- 

los por tener a :4i cargo seis hijos de familia a quienes 
Sostengo con mi propio trabajo, Ademds deseo que mis hijos 
86 instruyan en los caminos del Sehor. Ferdoname hermanos 
mi franquesa, 

oe Soy de Uds, su hermano en Jesus, 
(signed) alfredo Vasquez A. 

Its translction: 

November 13, 1945. 
iy esteemed brothers, ; 

I wish thot when t s in your hands, it finds you rejoicing 
in the tueevatatie Steen of ay Lord, for that is et ee 
ny heart for yous Although I do not know you, I fee or . T 
with you in the Lord, Brothers, I like to speak irantye | 
wish you to send me free of charge a good assortment 0 
for distribution, which are-especially for evence nave 
those which treat of the false Roman doctrines. ons ce 
None of those, what you have. ‘hat I need is litera 

distribute, 

*lso may I ask you to do me the favor of sending me tHe eRe 

raphy of Martin Luther for I love to read Booket bee ie 

Sdification and it is very diffioult for ms 2 : a TL sipport 
fave six children of my ow 

¥Y my ovm work, FPordon my frankness, 

I 
( 

take care of, 
o2 brothers. 

prother in Jesus, 

simea) Alfredo 
Vasquez «A. 

 



APPENDIX B 

THE FIRSE LETTER FROM HILDA VASQUEZ TO REV. SiITH 

Zacapa, 15. Noviembre, 1945. 

Estimados hermanos: 

#1 objeto de mi presente, es suludarlos en el amor de mi 
Salvedor y al mismo tiempo ruego a mi padre celestial que 
les colme de ¢specicl vendicion. 

Hermanos. 81 fin de mi cartita es hacerles la siguiente 
siplica y es ¢ata: Deseo que me manden un surtido de tratados 
por la remcsa gratuita y unas figuritas para repartir a unas 
nifiitss a quienes lés enseho la palabra de Dios. Noles - 
mando ofrends porque me 6s imposible, pues mi padre 6s muy 
pobre, ‘ordonc hermano. 

Su hermana en Jesus, 
(signed) Hilda Vasquez 

Its trenslation: 

zacapa, November 15, 1945. 

Esteemed brothers, 
: Savior 

the object of this is to salute you in the love of my 
and at the Same time pray my celestial father that He crown 

you with a special blessing. 

Brothers, the purpose of my little letter is to make the 
i nd 

following request and it is this: ie ot you ttle. 
me an assortment of tracts free of a I teaoh the 
picture istzibute to a few children 
Word of Gods at ennee send you an offering Deere any 
impossible for me, since my father 1s very Povee 
brother, 

ster in Jesus, 

yea a) Hilda Vdsquez
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APPENDIX C 

A LETTER FROM THs CHURCH AT ZACAPA TO REV. SUTTH 

4acapa, 30. Diciembre, 1945. 

Sr. Harry k. Snith, 

Mi amado hermano en dJestis: Con el amor de Jesiis en nuestros 
corazones lo saludanos deéséando se encuentre gosando de- las 
bendiciones dei Sefior en unicn de su apreciable familia, a 
quienes no conocemos pero nos gosemos 6n saludarlos. Habia 
pensads eseribirles en cuanto recibiese carta suya, pero me 
anticipe’ pera contarle que los folletos especialmente los que 
tratan de la doctrine que Uds, ensenan, nos han sido de gran 
bendici jn pues esto era lo que yo deseaba y descabamos puss 
asi creo yo. “La Iglesia amigos" a la que yo pertencola no 
6nsefien toda la verdad de las esorituras. #llos ensenan que 
el "Bautismo" no 6s necesario lo mismo dicen de la santa 
s¢na engelan ademds que la sentificacién no 6s prozgresiva 
sino instant:‘inea y que es posible alcanzarla en este mundo, 
& pesar de io que dice San Pablo en Filipenses 3, 12 etc. 

1 abjecto de mi presente es derle la nueva que hoy domingo 
30, de Diciembre tanto sra él gozo de algunos hermanos que tuvinos que celebrar 6] primer eulto ya como "Iglesia ust Evangélica Luterana" (aunque pocos pero Ud. sabe que las cosas srendes empiesan por las pequejas) Dios nos pen Ss Sspecialuente, Y hay muchos que estan por unizas & Rose -"ese El numbers de hermanos e incombersos pasa de 26 con & tulo 
nifios, y estamos con la idea de mandar hacer ae TS wae con el nombre de "Iglesia Evangélica Luterana. Musee ey &s 

departamento cs srande cono le. dijo anteriormente. neue la 100,000 iabitantes y si hay 500 oreyentes es much Seeman 7 missign este desprescupada y las almas perdiendos® poe 
de amor, Ahora: si Ud, pregunta a ellos ore ae trabajan trabajando. Lo mismo dicen las demas missiones Ne amine 
Ch la Republica pero es mentira. Guatemala neces Sc Ss 
fissidn que en verdad ounpla oan el BERGSTS Ct! gonde fo Vivo 
Karcos 14, 15-16, Figurese hermand, yal donde salen 5 vias 
8 muy grand z tiene estacion cent 
fereas Gra, de adends (ae a la republica del Caen maces 

Palabra 6s wna ciudad de mucho movimiento y Sap Uet se okngano. 
Guantoz cultos se celebran en los barri-s le See ec aaon que 
Verdad uue es una lastime? Por esto nosotros | Oren ee 

ds. vengan a trabajar. Dios va & bendecir ire 
a 6g necesitanos. 
‘visanos cuando vienen les espergmos P Se eiexto que Guatemala 
Cuando Uds. venzan se desengalieran que 65 © 3s manden 
Recesita del Evangelig de Cristo. Ceres a stad de la 

limmarios dentro de ellos uno de misioa, 

Trt es ee
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escuels Dominical y mas folletos para distribulr. Como le 
dije anteriorment« ini hija toca el armonio lo mismo un joven 
de los Zirmeantes perd tropesamos con la dificultad que no 
tenemos. <Ademas Los que componemos la pequena Iglesia que 
s¢ acaba de Yormar somos pobres. sos cultos los s¢guiremos 
célebrandis en las cusitas dé los hermanos, Dios mediante. , 
Oren por nosotros y nosotros por Uds. Yo oreo que la oracion 
de Uds. nos ba a sostener, Si no ha recibido carta de 
algunos hormangs las ba a recibir. La noticia de esta 
"Telesia Lvanczélicea Luterana"t ha sido un exito gracias 4 
Dios. kn nombre de la Iglesia nos firmanos: 

(signed) Jose Alfredo Vasquez A, 
Angel H. Vasquez 
Jesus Perez 
a ruego de manuel Frenco que 

ignora firmer, Jesus Ferez 
li, Hilda Vasquez 
José Flores 3. 
Luz G, de Vasquez 
por no saber firmar antonia 

Barahona, José Alfredo Vasquez A.



AVTLNDIZ D -- 

THE LOTTE HOM MR. WLILLOUGHBY TO REV. SUITH 

Fuerto Barrios, Sentember 11, 1945. 

Greetings: 

I have been successful in gathering a few souls together 
who have besn spiritually starving through the lack of a 
Spiritual Pastor to administer them the HOLY Supper of the 
Lord and Saviour JESUS CHRIST. 

Those faithful were members of the Anglican Faith, nea 
a few belonging to the methodist, baptist, Moravian, and the 
Presbyterian, faith, After the Rector Father Frank Kelly 
was called home to England the members began to pL seen 
some went over to the Seventh-Day Adventist while eos i wan 
away to the vain pleasures of the world and the tons aa a 
few kept with me by staging a little Services to n 
Club House, 

, hn the ie after secing the inadequacy of the place, approac 
Henagor of the United suit Company; puphiioatsne ee a a 
the name of our Redeemer Christ the Lord for a - re and he the space of n ne months God has touched nig rearte anglican 
@@ve us the Mullding which was once dedicate me the fact faith. ‘ne said building is now desecrated ous eS avell 
that the Vonpeny hed given it to some labour ‘4 its present therein, jie will be removing the Building from 
state to a ee locality which the government has so preety, 
&raented to us. 

cle 
Now whet we wanted 1g an ordeined Pastor to dead ete ee “look which through the grace and blessing ve one who is steadily ow, ‘he kind of Pastor we want is one ote Ty in powex to baptize, to marry and to ad 
Sacranent for i sa not in power to dO 80. 7 

; 6 
It is the desire of the people thet I sno Ee fhe dead” Since I have been preaching to them iiitate their desires 
for practically eight years. To rae thS seid flock if 

| have been preparing myself to & ad pve the Lord in that 
Confidence can be conferred on me to 86 
Capacity, 

NY present cualifications are: : asnool 

I am a graduate of the anerican Correspondence High 2 
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Chisago: a Solicitor of the American Correspondence School 
of Law: an Analytical and Industrial Chemist of the 
International Correspondence Schools Scranton, Pa. <A Doctor 
of Metaphysic of white Institute of Seience, Los Angeles 
a graduate of ths Moody Bible Institute for Synthetic Bible; 
a Doctor of Psychology of the Divine College of Metaphysics, 
Indlanapolis. In the said College of Divine Metaphysics I 
am taking instruction for the Degrees of Metaphysics end 
Doctor of Vivinity. I have been a Lay Reader for the 
inglican Ghuvch in Barrios for about twelve years. At present 
I om in the employ of the United Fruit Company as a Field 
Dispenser for ninetecn years and two months. 

fo the above information if it please your grace, I would 
go gratefully oblige throngh God'g Holy Will that you make 
it possible to Inve mo ordained whereby I may be able to 

serve our Lordi and Saviour Jesus Christ. Tne harvest is 
ripening and the Laborers are few, I do believe if you 
will considey ne as how Faul was converted and made a faith- 
ful servant of our Lord, through God's most gracious will 
I can by pruning and harvesting bring fruits worthy to 

enter tha joys of eternal life. 

  

   

  

Senor Don J. Filer I had come across your address through 
stor of the alvarez of +uerts Barrios who was the Pa 

Evangelist Church in Berrlos by the name of "Los Amigos." 
he said Mx, Alvarez always supplied me with pamphlets, 
tracts, and other sacred Mterature both in inglish an 
Spanish. ile can tell you a lob about me. 

Yours in Christ, 

aned 
sie Wi lloughby 

 



APYENDIX E 

GUATEMALA MISSION STATISTICS 

Flaces of worship 947 : 

Communicant or Full Members 21,2095 

fobel Ghristian Community - 1925 11,117 
“= 1938 21,740 

Latest Avallable Figures 76,248 

Shall eo 
Ordained = 

National 356 

Foreign 24 

Laymen ~, 
National LOL 

Forciga : 44 

Women - 

National Z 

Foreign 40 

Uneological Colleges 4 

Eible schools § 8 

HAPICHAL ORGANEZAPION - Iglesia Bvangélica en Guatemala 

BRITISH SOCIETY ~ Christian Missions in feny Lands 
   
NORTH AUKRICaAN SOCLETIES - Assemblies of God. 

California Yearly Meeting of 

Friends Church ., 

Central «merican Missions 

Church. of God 
Church of the Nazarencs 

Presbyterian Church jn the USA. 

Primitive Methodist -‘Forcign 

Migsion board ek 

Seventh-Day Adventists. . 

others’ 
E 

  

  

lyorld Christian Handbook, Renneth:. { Grabb, editor. (London 

World Dominion Press, 1949), pe 287. F 
  

 



APYENDIX F 

DEVELOFMENTS SINCE 1949 

Since July, i949, before mr, Gerhard Kempff returned to the United states, two Seminary students fram Concordia Seninary, St. Louis, Hissouri, have been assisting Rev. Gussick in Guatemala, They intend to return to the 
United States during the summer of 1950. 

fir, ilobert “oeferkamp, son of Rev. Edward Hoeferkamp of 
Jonésvilie, Indiana, is stationed in Zacapa, lr, Carl 
Sretcher, son of #rof, Faul Bretcher of Concordia 
shineary, St. Louis, is stationed in Fuerto sarrios. 
Soth had vicared in Spanish Missions in Texas, in 
Coxpus Christi and Mcallen, respectively. Both have 
Completed three yeers at Concordia Seminary. Hr. 
Robert Hoeferkamp also instructed in the Spanish language 
at Concordia Seminary, as did mr. Fred Pankow and ir. 
Clarence Kuehn. 

Upon his graduation from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 
in dune, 1950, Mr. Kuehn will receive a call to Guatemala. 
ToRGELE go to Guatemala sometime during the summer of 

50. 

iir, Robert Huebner, son of Rev. Gerhard Huebner of Fortage, 
Wisconsin, who had been a missionary in Argentina for 
twenty years, Ras been asked to spend a year in Gue‘emala 

. Starting during the summer of 1950. Hr. Huebner hos 
finished three years at Concordia Seminary and is 
proficient in both Spanish and German. 

Building operations in both Zacapa and tuerto Barrios are 
to begin during the yesr 1950, and a program of training 
for lay workers is.under way, with one man, Mr. Kigual 
Garcia, already serving in La Barra de la Kotagua, and 
another, Mr. #nrique Fuentes, serving in Mazuey. 

 



APPENDIX ¢G 

HAP OF GUATEMALA ~ 
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      wevito Bavrnds 

‘RoW DURAS 

   
Puerto San Jagh— in” EL SAWVADEY 

Scale: 90 miles ~ one inchy=N ] 
— S J NICARAGUA 

‘ 

ress TEE 

SYon a@ may of Mexico, Central America and the \iest 
Indies, compiled and drawn in the Cartographic Section 
of The National Geographic Society for Tye National 
Geosraphic Magazine, Gilbert Grosvenor, editor. 
dashinaton, D. Co, Vec. 1959.



T
E
E
 - 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

A, Primary Sources 

"ALL Luoglish-Speaking Protestants," notice in the inparcial, 
Guatemala, Central america, * september 28, 1946. iiles 
of the Board for Home Missions, Concordia Fublishing 
House, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Alverez, Pillar. Letters to the Board for Home Hissions. 
Files of the Board for Home Missions, Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Alvarez, Pilar, Letters to Rev. Harry H. Smith, Files of 
La Libreria Luterana, Box 1695, licAllen, Texas. (Rev. 
Eugene Gruell, Director. ) 

Alvarez, Pilar, Letters to Alfredo Vasquez. Files of the 
iutheran Mission in Guatémala, Apartado Postal 254, 
Guatemala, Central Autrica, (Rev. Robert F. Gussick.) 

Hoard for Home Missions. All letters to and from members 
of this Board are found in the Files of the Board for 
Home Missions, Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

Constitueion De La Republica De Guatemala, Publicaciones 
de El Imparcial, Guatemala, Central ‘Anerica, Harch 11, 
1945. Tiles of the Board for Home Missions, Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Duarte, Eliseo J, A letter to Rev. Harry H. duith, dated 
March 15, 1946, Files of La Libreria Luterana, Box 
1695, McAllen, Texas. (Rev. Kugene Gruell, Director.) 

Florés, José. Letters to Rev. Harry H. Snith. Files of 
La Libreria Luterana, Box 1695, licAllen, Texas. (Rev. 
Eugene Gruell, Director.) 

Franco, Manuel, Letters to Hev. Harry H, Smith. Wiles 
of La Libreria Luterene, Box 1695, Mesillen, Texas. 
(Rev, Kugene Gruell, Jirector.) 

Gussick, R. F. The Guatemalan Pioneer. In care of Mr. 
Frank Gussick, 2512 4. ro avenues Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, Concordia Historical Institute, St. 
Louis, Missouri. MEM LIBRARY 

PRIZLATE MEMOS ORME’ 
"gt, an, HC.   Se 6 ie ne  



Gussick, #. I, Letters to the Board for Home Missions. 
Files of the Board for Home Missions, Concordia 
Fublishing House, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Gussick, R. Fo Letters to Prof. EB. C, Zimmermann. Files 
' of the Sehool of Missions, Concordia Seminary, St. 

Louls, Missouri. 

Kaltwasser, Hermann, Letters to Rev. Elmer Moeller. Files 
of the Board for Home Missions, Concordia Publishing 
Hous6, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Kempff, Gerhard ¥, Diary of Guatemala, 1948-9, In possession 
Os oeiaco Kempff, Gancotie Seminary, St. Louis, 
MLESQUPL » 

Enoctzsch, Martin, Letters to Rev. Elmer Moeller and to 
the Board for Home Missions. Files of the Board for 
foe BaeTOnes Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 
ifissouri. 

Knoctzsch, Martin, Letters to Rev. B, J. Fankow. Files 
of the Lutheran Mission to Guatemala, Apartado Fostal 
234, Guatemala, Central America. (Rev. Robert F. Gussick.) 

Kuehn, Clarence T. 1948 Desk Diary. In possession of 
Clarence Kuehn, 219? Wall strect, Kingston, New York. 

Kuehn, Clarence T. Guatemalan Diary - 1946. In possession 
of Clarence Kuehn, 219 wall Sbrect> Kingston, New York. 

Mayer, H, A. "Brief Report on Exploration Trip to Kexico, 
Guatemala, Bl Salvador, and Honduras." files of the . 
Board for Home Missions, Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis, Missouri. 

linyer, H, A. "Transcript of a Diary on a Trip to Mexico, 
Guatemala, E] Salvador, and Honduras, September 16 - 
October 9, 1946." Files of the Board for Home Missions, 
Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Moeller, bimer. Letters to the Board for Home Missions and 
to lr. Martin Knostzsch and Mr. Hermann Kaltwasser. 

Files of the Board for Home Missions, Concordia 

_ Fublishing House, 3st. Louis, Missouri. 

Pankow, B. J. Letters to men in Guatemala and to the Board 

for Home Missions. Files of the Lutheran Mission in 
Guatemala, Apartado Postal 254, Guatemala, Central 

Anerica, (Reve Robert F. Guszick.) 

Saith, Harry H. Letters to the Board for Home Missions.



89 

files of the Board for Home Missions, Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mi ssourl. 

Suith, Horry H. Letters to men in Guatemala. Files of 
the Lutheran Miszion in Guatemala, Apartado Fostal 
ota cnotomns Central America. litev. Robert F. 
MSSLOK.s 

Salth, Miss Ruth. Letters to Rev. Snith and to Dr. 
obreurert. iiles of the Bonrd for Home Missions, 
Concordia sublishing House, St. Louis, iiissouri. 

stricter, T, We A letter to Dr. Streufert, dated February 
6, 1946. Files of the Bord for Homé Missions, 
Voncordia Fublishing House, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Union Cpurch of Guatemala, «A letter to the congregation 
of the Union Church, Wiles of the Board for Hone 
ieee OU, Goneordia Pubiishlag House, St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

Vasquez, Angel., “etters to Rev. Harry H. Smith, Files of 
La’ Libreria Luterana, Box 1695, McAllen, Texas. (Rev. 
Mugene Gruell, Dixector.) 

Vasquez, Alfredo. , Letters to Rev. Harry H. Saith. Files 
of La Libreria Luterana, box 1695, McAllen, Texas. 
(Rev. Jiugene Gruell, Director.) 

Vasquez, Alfredo, Letter to the Board for Home Missions. — 
Files of the Board for Home biissions, Concordia 5 
Fublishing House, St. Louis, Uigsourt. 

Vasuuez, smada. Lettor to Rev. Harry H, Smith, Files of 
La Librcria 4uterana, Box 1695, McAllen, Texas. (Rev. 
Eugene Gruell, Jirsetor.) 

Vasquez, Miss Hilda. Letters to Rev. Harry H. Guith, files 
of Le Libreria Luterena, Gox 1695, HeAllen, Texas. (Rev. 
Eugene Gruell, Director.) 

Vasquez, Ocdilia. Letter to Rev. Harry i, Smith. Wiles of 
La Libreria weerses, Sox 1625, McAllen, Texes. (Rev. 
Eugene Gruell, Jircctove) ~ 

Vela, Joachin. Letters to the Board for Home Missions. siles 

or the Board for Home Missions, Concordia fublishing 

Housc, St. Louis, ljssouri. 

Willoughby, “dward. Letters to Rev. Suith and Rev. B. Je 

Pankow. Files of the Lutheran Bission in Guatemala, 

apartado Postal 254, Guatemala, Central america. (Rev. 

Robert F. Gussick.)



90 

B. Secondary Sources 

Grubb, Kenneth G., editor, World Christian Handbook, London: 
world Dominion Fress, 1949. 

Gussick, Ho F, "Tne Blind Receive Their Sight," The Mission 
Geil, V (Januery, 1950), pe So 

Gussick, A. F. “that of juatemala?™ Ipe Lutheran Witness 
LXVIII (April 19, 1949), p. 125. °° ~~ ”*W 

Mayer, Ho A, “Missionary Assigned to Central America," The 
iutheran Witness Lavi (June 17, 1947) p. 203. 

Hayer, Ho 4, "A Threefold Cali te Guatemala," The Lutheran 
Witness LAY (November 13, 1946), Pp. 390-91. 

Pankow, Bo J, “Work séuyun in Guatemala," The Lutheran 
Whtness LAVI (October 21, 1947) py. 205. 

Streufert, F, Oo "Lhe Church Moves Forward in Latin america,” 
ine Lutheran Witness LXVII (May 4, 1948), p. 144. 

c 3 i cé, "Guatemala," The fycyclopaedia Britannica, 
Bn 2O0s shel Le Cer ade Seda eeeean toes tac e ate oe A. New York: The sneyclopas 

Fo. 956—44, 

 


	The History of the Lutheran Church -Missouri Synod in Guatemala Until June, 1949
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1627565099.pdf.6bzhp

