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arrsngenent.,. 1t was chonged, Yhat afternoon the'y net
vith the Hinister of Lducation and the minister of uovernment
and found thet privste schools could be opened as lons as they
did not interiere with politics.

the nexti day they were offered an opportunity to buy

tine on Hedio sStatin RGW, the strongest station in Guatemala,
for the imtheran Hour, and subsequently the -program was

broadeast over that station also. Ih ths evening there was

& baptismel sexrvice in the home of Hr., Kurt Rotteboha.

Carl-Ludewig Nottebohm, end karlene Nottebohm viere the first
two childrea baptlzed by Rev, layer in Guatemala. <The verse
from Tobies 4, &, "My son, be mindful of the Lord our God all
thy days, and let not thy will be set to sin, or to trans:ress
his camenduents," was spoken over the chlldren,

On Wednesday, Sgpbtember 25, 1946, the representatives
left the capltal city of Cuatemala and traveled to Zacapa by
rall and arrived in that oity by noon, They werc met by a
largs delegation and taken to the Iglesia Lvangélica Luterana,
and were velcomed there by a hymn sung by the children. During
the attsrnoon they became acquainted with the leaders of the
group, ¥r, Vasquez, lir, Flores, Mir. Reyes, and ir, ¥ranco. In
the evening the Tirst service was held, attended by about 100
people, Rev. Fankow preached the sermon in Spanish on itomans
8, 31, "I God be for us, who can be against ust" 4t the end
of the service, Mr, J. Filar Alvarez of ruerto Barrios, a
vigitor =t these services in Zacape, erose and called upon

backsliders Lo reconcilé themselves to the Lord, Iobody arose.
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Nexbt morning the two North smericans visited the school-
masters in <sacapa, the doctor, and the mayor of the city.
All of them were very friendly and encouraged more education
for the city. Qhat afternoon, Rev, liayer visited the
¥riends liission in Chiquimule and Miss futh Smith, discussing
with her and her colleagues the purpose of his trip to
Guatemala, poainting out, in answer %o their questions, that
the Lutheran Church could not be bound to the resolutions
of theiw Synod in Guatemela and thut the Lutheran Church
had the command o teach all nations also and would serve
those who appealed to it. Hev, Pankow stayed in Zacapa
to discuss Baptism with the group there. That evening,
fervice in Zacupa was attended by some 60 people and the
serion was based on Hevelation 3, 20, "Behold, I stand
at the door and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and
he with me.” :

The next evening, Friday, September 27, 1946, there
wes & baptismal service in Zacapa with twenty children being
baptized., samong them were five of lir. Vésquea' children and
four children of kr, Jose Flores, Mr, Alvarez opposed the
practice of having sponsers, bub all the children had sponsers
for their baptism. :

On Saturday Rev. Mayer and Rev. Pankow accompanied iir'a
Alverez on the train to the coast town of ruertd Barrios,
arriving there around five o'clock in the evening. Jfver a

meel st the hotel by the side of the water, for this vas the
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port clty Ior the country, they vent into a tropical bush
house for their first meeting with the people of that city.
There vwere some 65 people at that first service. One
elderly colored Jamaican, husband of one of the 3panish-
‘'speaking women who viag at the service, made a short welcame
speech, "0 Lord, we thank Thee for sending these men to
teach us the Gospel.” The sermon, based on Romans 8, 31,
wog reeeived with many "Amen's" during the sermon pauses,
and was preached by Rev, ¥Yankow in Spanish,

Sunday morning there was another Spanish service, sSunday
School, during whioh Rev. Pankow expleined much about the
Lutheran Church. %That afternoon the first service was held
for the &nglish-speaking Jamaicans. Just before this service,
someone in front of the bullding shouted out that the whole
group were "hypoorites® and another man pursued him with a
knife, Both of them were under the influence df alcohol.
Tventy-one persons attended this meeting, at which Rev. “ayer
presched on Lphesians 1, 7a, "In whom we have redemption
through his blooﬁ, the forgiveness of sins." One men in this
group said, "I was all choked up for joy." Ilir, Wiiloughby
of the Fruit Company Dispenssry was prescnt and shoved a
petition he had gotten up to oircularize, which asked the
snglish Colony in Puerto Barrios to try to raise 400 td nove
and renovete the chepel theb had formerly belonged td the
anglican Chuvoh. He was told to continue kis endeavor and
©0 inform the Board of Home Missions of his success.

That evenins another Spanish service was held, ab whioh

§ 97 % domed sdl dae bt L S0
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125 vere present, Israel Alvarez, the son of Mp, Filar
Alvarez, and the Mazarens preacher of Fuerto Barrios sang a
duet during the sexrvice, Rev, Fankow preached on the text
in Revelation 3, 20. A number of the people present wanted
to make it known thet they wished ¥r, Alvarez to be their
pastor, and one man wished to be baptized, in accoriance
with & vision he had seen. lis nsme was lir. higuel Garoia.

The next afternoon, the last day in ruerto Barrios,
&9ndsy, september 30, 1946, Rev, Fenkow explained Baptism
to the best of his ability, and despite the insistance of
Ly, alvarez that the group was not ready to accept the
baptism 5% their children, the Zroup wanted their children
to be baptized that evening, After supper, and arfter a
sewiion on Mark 106, 1%-16, twenty children were baptized. din
all cuses, iev. “*ayer baptized the children. The adults had
all been baptized in the Roman Catholic Church during thelr
infancy. This wes also the farewell service as far as this
trip to ‘uerto Barrios was concerned.

In the morning, before the airplans left for the caplital
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city with the two representstives aboard, Mr, kiguel Garoia
came to the hotel with a strong plea that he be baptized.
He was baptized there and lp. Alvarez was one df th¢ spansers.
In the plane on the way back to the capitul city, the tvwd
rEprysentativéﬂ had for companions, among other pas-engers,
& parrot, & live turtle, and a bag of alligator skins.

On uednesday the two men saw the Chief of Imnigration

and found thst a minister could enter the couniry of Guatemala
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wdth.ﬁhe reguest ror his entry and full stipulations as to
his support from the group that would support him. They also
had lunch vith Or, Holman, the new minister of the Union
Church. I prom Guatemala, they went to K1 Salvedor and
Honduras for surveys, and from there back %9 liexico City.
The author of this thesis has given a Tull accournt of
thése few days Ln Gustemala on the part of The Kissouri
Synod's representatives so thet every one may know Just
what was involved on this first missi .nary exploratory
trip. The total cost of the trip for the two men, exeluiing
tie trips to 4l Salvsdor and Londuras, was zbout $750,00.
Yuring the trip, Rev, layer vrote almost constantly
%o Dy, Streufert, snd in one letter he stated:

Our work is taking very definite directions, +#e are
convineed that the Lord has & big rield for us hers,
Y“he country is wide opsn. Penkow feels that we

should consider eentering our activities in Guatenala,
even to the establishing of our training school here.
it may be easier to bring our prospective students

to Duaiensla than to establish two schools: in
Gustenala asnd in Eexico, 4ll this wiil be further
discussed between us. «e nced manpower - and need it
quickly. . « .~lready on Saturday evening three
eolored men, lnglish-speaking Jemaeicans, asked for a
service, WTheir expressions of the huﬂger and thirsEé
Lo God's Word deeply moved use o . JThey have alrcady
written 4o drownsville. Ferhaps you have their letter.
+het also iz a great field. There are about 1000 of
them right here in Barrios. « . .ie put in long days
and strenuous days. Yesterday we walked to the chgryh
three times, bagk and forth, along the railroad tracks,
# disbance of ahout eight miles in all, . . .Our meals
6 30od - G20 good, +our and five courss lunches and
dinners, We don't eat it all, ®“sre is a menu of a
dinner: Fruit juice, soup, rice and pigs knuckles,
scrambled ezgs, meat, potatoes, some mative vegatable,

v

goffee and desse:t - baked banana, very delicious.®

A letter from Rev, laayer to Dr. Streurert, dated sept.
ED, 19'36.
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In a brief report to the Board for Home lissions, Rev.
Kayer swned up some of the impressions of the work in Guate-
nale and, thanking the Home Mission Board for the confidence
placed in himself and Rev, Pankow by sending them as
representavives of the Board on so difficult and far-
reaching a nission, he said:

The Yutheran Hour has paved tlie vey, Txe Catholic )

clergy has lost its hold in govermment circles. Ve
glzned up four new stations in Guatemala and E1

LERL e

Salvador, and made contact with two in Honduras.

« « oOne man should be callsd at once and as sdon

ag possible two candidates should be placed,’at his

slde, -- The ficlds are wvhite unto harvest.

The Lutheran Hour office in St, Louls was very appreoci-
ative of the siforts to expand their outlets in Central
#merica and wrote both to the Board of Missions and to
eve Pankow in srder to5 continue pressing the urgency of
their work, The Board for Home Missions was ready to get
into the work of Guatemala by calling a man for the position

Of first missionery to that .eountry.. In November, Dr.

o 0 s e,
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Streufsrt and Rev, Mayer, his assiéta.nt, bezan to search
for likely men. Meanwhile, Rev, Fankow was asked to visit
Guatemala again during November and in January.

There was a long period of waiting for those in Zacapa
and Fuerto Barrios. Especially those of the 3panish-sj;eaking
group in ruerto Barrios.‘wére not as sure of ti:emselves and
very much worried about Ghe future of their 1little group. Host

of all, they did not find themselves in agreement with the

"H. i Mayer, "Brief Report on Exploration Trip %o liexico,
,Guatemala, Ll Sslvador, and Honduras." n.d.
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Lutheran Church on certain points of doetrine and practice,
and, substantially, these points of disagreement, viritten
%o Rev. Fankow, were the basis for their vacillation for
the next two years. They wrote him:

with pain the commiitee commissioned t5 direct this
letter to you (plural) does it with the faith that

you (plural) will be satisfied with our frankness,

as when you were with us., You told us that in order

%0 recognize us as members, ws must Lfirst study the
doctrine in the light of the Vord. Very vell said,.

4nd that we vere at liberty to choose whether we would
like or not like the doctrine, and after one year of
tesi you would recognize us as members, e think that
this would be one year of vacillating without having

a definite backing, The church has studied the dactrine
and in the meetings hasg studied some points that don't
appear well to us. 1) The baptism of children, as you
préotice it, that you have sponsers. 1t is beiieved
that this is rot scriptural, and thus the Koman Church
practices it here in Guatemala, and we don't wanb
anything that brings Romanism, 2) de don't accept
casidles, nor orucifixes, nor crosses op the altar,
becauge we-believe that God is & spirit and there is nd
necessity to use material things on the altar., That is
used only in the Roman temples. 3) The catechism
teaches the office of the keys and confession, That we
do not understend the menner in which you belicve it,
because it treats of a conlegsor, and if Christ is our
contessor, why use mediators as the itomans do? 4) That
thers isn't liverty in the services to pray and to testify
as the evengelicel churches here are accostomed to do.
Lverything is $90 mechanical without the liberty of the
spirit., 5) That you do not meke the national. worker
capable, that he must study many years in order to be
able ©o carry out some position in the church. I you
correct the declarcd points, which do not seem well 0
us ag you teach them, we are ready to adhers o the
Iutheran Church. . oThis which we say in the present
letter is not that you become discouraged or desist in
your plans. It is that. you might soon send missionaries
in order to open fields, If this business is of God,
He will take charge of it, Here in this port ave many
people that desire the Lutheran dootrine, and I am aure
that very soon yon will have peopls. . . .Asfar as t?:
maral part is concerned, we are at your orders: uog
hesitate Lo trouble us. B¢ the committes, (sigaed)

8.letter from the church at Pusrto Barrios to Rev. Fankow,
dated Oct, 30, 19406,




