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ChAVTIR 1

A BASIC APPROACH TU AN ADULT BIBLE 8TUDY
PROGRAM IN THR CHUKCH

The FProblem

In recent yeoars there has been a growing interest con-
cerning the values of adult educetion, both seculer and re-
ligious. The church eépeci&lly has begun to reslize its
regponsibilities toward the adult. The ares of adult edu=-
cation is not 8 new field, but it is one which is yet to
be fully explored.

paslc to & consideration of a program of adult educa=-
ticn in the church 1s en understarding of the theological
basis for such education., Gome attempts have been made to
develop a basic theology, but the results have varied from
an emphasis upon the “redeeming fellowship” to an emphasis
upon "group dynamics.” 1t is the conviction of the writer
of this thesis thet if one i1s to develop a basie theology
for Christien education of esdults it 1s necessary to begin
with the Word of God, for it is upon this Word taat the
theclogy of Christian education 1s based.

This thesis is concerned specifically with the theo-
logical basis of adult Bible study within the program of
the chureh., This concern is valid in as much as the Word

of God is basic for any program of adult Christisn
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education in the church. The Bible as the word of God is
the source and norm for the falth aend life of all Christians
who through :oly Baptism and the work of the Holy Spirit
have been placed under this Word of God. It is the purpose
of thls thesis to show in what way men is brougnt under the
word of God e&nd how this Word, therefore, is basie to any
program of adult Bible study in the church,

Ilefinition of Ternms

The theology of adult Bible study is based upon the
Word of Gody God's plen for all of mankind, end God at work
anong men.) The word of God is God's redeeming activity
among men in Jesus Christ dis Son. The power of God active
through His Word is baeic to a theology of adult Hibvle
gtudye.

The adult ranges in age from the young adult just out
of hizh school to the older adult including tnose over the
age of sixty-five. The chief concern of &n adult Bible
study program in the church is with these pecople who &re
no longer confronted with the Word of God in the Holy
Seriptures through the agencies of the parochizal school,
Sunday School, or Obrietian secondary education.

The objective is to bring to them the Holy Scriptures,
the- Bible, which is God's sctivity as it is revealed %o
man in @& written word, that they may know and believe the

word of God to be the source and anorm for their faith and
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life. This objectlive is worked out within the context of
the churchj more specifically the congregution. The local
congregation is the usual context in which a program of
adult Bible study is established and carried out to the
end thet the adult Christian might grow in the grace end
knowlédge of his Loxrd and Bavior Jesus Christ, and that he
might develop Christian attitudes and insights into the
Word of God end its meaning for his life as it equips him

for service to God and to his fellowmen,
Limitations of the Study

The thesis is limited in its scope. I1Its emphasis is
painly upon the theological basis of adult Bible study.
Its practical aspects apply the basic theology to the cb=-
Jectives of adult Bible study and a piogram of adult Bible
study within the full program of the cungregaticn. 4Al-

t ough the Word of God is basic for the theclogy of all of
Christian education, the specific purpose of this thesis
ie to show how it is basic to adult Bible study snd how 1¢
determines the approach of the adult to the Bible,

There is no published work, known to the writer of
this thesis at this time, which has forwulated & theo-
logicel basis of adult Bible study within the framework of
the doctrine of the Word. It is the purpose of this the-
sis, therefore, to set up the theological basis of adult
Bible study upon the Word of God amd to show its practical
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aspects in the adult educational program of the churche.
Fethod of Irocedure

The thesis begins wlith a brief study of tne conecept
of the Word of God znd the wayse in which this Word comes
to the individual who is alienated and cut off from God,
Han is brought under the Word of God through the Word it-
self, and this is accomplished by the work of the Holy
Spirit 1o fioly Baptism. Baptisw is emphasized as the
usuel way in which man 1s brought under the Word, 1t is
noted, however, that it is possible for an adult to be
brougit under the Word through the holy Scriptures and in
particular through the Gogspel of Jesus Christ as 1t reaches
out to the irdividual apart from the Sacrament of Holy Bap-
tism,

The baptized believer is constantly struggling with
the "old adan" which remsins within him efter Baptism. His
old sinful nature remains and he sins. HMan 1s in need of
help which will enable him to overcome his flesh &and walk
in the Gpirit. Guch help is to be found in the wWord of
God, For the faith and life of the Christian the Word of
God becomes the source and norm, the directive and power.

The Word of God is the essential element in the life
of the Christian, Kot only is the Word of God the receem-
ing activity of God in Jesus Christ, that which brings man

salvetion from sin, but it is also God's continuing
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activity in the lives of Christians, the "power of God
unto sgalvation” end all good works. The objectives of an
adult Bible study program and the ways in which these oOb-
Jectivens are fulfilled within the congregetional life of
the menbers are properly developed and carried out in the
light of the basic understanding of what the Word of God
igs and with faith in 1ts power in the life of God's peoce
ple.




ChakTin 11
THEE WORD CF GOD RLACHLS CUT T0 MLE
flow the wWord of God iezcizes FMan

The term Word of God as it 4s used in the Bible sl
ways describes a situation or event in which God Himself
is acting and spesking., 1t is God's activity in which He
makes Himself known %o men.1 The term "word" usuzlly re~
fers to a signal or a siyn by which one person communicetes
& certain mesning to another person., In the Bible, how-
ever, the term, in addition, refers to "fact" or "action."
1t means that Cod is vaking changes. He is acting and ex-
erting power so that His will is éarried out as it por-
trays and signals meaning to people, In Fsalm 33 the two
terus, "word" ané "work," are used syncaymously.
Sing to him a new song, play skilfully on the strings,
with loud shouts. For the word of the lLord is up-
rignty and all his work is done in faithlfulness. ie
loves righteousness and justicej the earth is full of
" the steadfsst love of the Lord. By the word of the
Lord the heaveus wers made, end all tiheir host by the
breath of his mouth.

This is8 also true of the references to the wocrd of Cod as

1Richard fle Coemmerer, "The word of God and the
Bible," I'roceedings of the Loutheastern Iistrict of The
Iutheran Churci--lis80url DyROG, chorlotte, north Carolina,
120, iesay 1in the possession of Ke Re Caemuerer, St.
Louis, Missouri, nonpaginated.

2Fanlm 3331 3=5.
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tuey are recorded in Johm 14:10 &nd in Fsalm 106:112,13,
There are two major categories of emphasis which must
be taken into account in any consideraticn of the use of
the term "word" im Holy Scriptures. First of all, the
terz involves the idea of active purpose, the working out
of a design and inteunticny thus the term is synonymous with
force or activity. GSecond, the term involves the idea of
conzunication; the forces, pﬁrpoae and activity are being
registered toward people. They are msde apparent to then.5
The term "word," first of all, is used as active pur-
pose, God's purpose in the Cld Testament. It has been
noted that the term "Word of God" does not refer to words
as we use the term "words" in a sentence., The Word of God,
however, is always God Himself speaking and acting in or-
der to eccouplish something. It is God in hLis word acting.
Dr. iichard k. Caemmerer in an article in the (concordia

Theological Monthly states that the most frequent use of

the term "Word of God," or "wWord of the Lord" in the Cld
Testament "implies the &active purpose and working out of

design, for which a verbal description or spoken word, or

an event, an act, is simply the surface signal and summary."

The following Cld Testement quotations demonstrate, in

3Richard Ke Cmenmmerer, "iA Concordance Study of the
Concept 'Word of God,'" Concordia Theological lionthly, XXII
(ifarch, 1951), 171.

%1via., ps 172.

MEE 11



8
brief, some of the ways in which the term "Wword of God" ig
used in the Cld Testament.’

L8 wes already noted, the Word of God is powerful as
it performs actual events in history. It 1s equated with
thie work of God. In Fsalm 147 the Word actually melts snow

and ice., Here the term is used simply of God's power in

action.

He sends forth his commend to the earth; his word rums
swiftly. :e gives snow like wool; he scatters hoarw
froet like ushes. Le casts fortkh his ice like mor-
selsy who can stond before his c0ld? he sends iorth
his word, and melts themj; he makes his wind blow, and
the waters flow.®

God is & God who keeps iHis prouises. iis wWword ful-
fills His plens &s & continuing Word end ection. Creaticn

and preservation iavolve promises that coare true. This is

noted in Iseizh.

For 1 am the Lord your God, who stirs up the sea so
that its waves rosr--the Lord of hosts is his nanme.
ind I have put my words inm your mouth, and bid you im
the snadow of my hand, stretching out the heavens &nd
laying the foundations of the earth, &nd saying to
Zion, "You ere my people.”

The Word of God is also described a&s making impelling
demands. An example sgein is found ia Isaiah,
Thus ssys the Lord: heaven is my throne and the earth

is ny footstool; what is the house which you would
build for me, and what is the place of my rest? 4ll

2Ibid., ppe 172f.
6rpalm 147115-19.
7Iasiah 51115=164
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these things my hand has made and so all these things
are mine, says the Lord. But this i1s the man to whom
I will look, he that is humble and contrite in spirit
and trembles at my word.8

In the 0ld Testament the term "Word of God" is also
as referring to a word actually spoken.

Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord God, when
I will send a famine on the land; not a famine of
bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the
words of the Lord. They shall wander from sea to
sea, and from north to east; they shall run to and
fro, to seek the word of the Lord, but they shall not
find 1t.9

The Word of God, finally, is recorded in writing. A
example of this is found in 2 Chronicles where King

Josiah 1s in the act of repairing the house of the Lord.

Hilkiah the priest has found the book of the law of the

Lord

used

gilven through Moses,

When the king heard the words of the law he rent his
clothes. And the king commanded Hilkiah, Ahikam the
son of Shaphan, Abdon the son of Micah, Shaphan the
secretary, and Asaiah the king's servant saying, Go,
inquire of the Lord for me and for those who are left
in Isrsel and in Judah, concerning the words of the
book that has been found; for great is the wrath of
the Lord that is poured ocut on us, because our fathers
have not kept the word of the Lord6 to do according to
all that is written in this book.l

The New Testament words, ﬁﬁ);& and Adyes o are

to denote an active working of God in the New

81saiah 6611,2.
9smos 8:11,12.
102 Chronicles 34:21.
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il The word, Pﬁ/uak s i3 used in Matthew 4:4,

Testament,
Luke 2:29, Luke %:2 and Jobn 75:34 denoting the active work-
ing of God, In the gospel of {t. Matthew Jesus replied to
the devil who was teumpting Him with food, "lMan shall not
live by bread aloney but by every word that proceeds from
the mouth of God."*? Luke states that "the Word of God
came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness."15
The word ﬁﬁﬂd~ is also used by Jesus of God being active
in Him, There is an example of this in the gospel of John,
"Do you not believe thet 1 am in the Father snd the Father
in me? The words that 1 say to you 1 do not speak on my
own authority; but the #ather who dwells in me does his
worke"™™ Finelly, ﬁﬁ/u* is used to signify the power of
God by which Ee sends forth preachers. "5S¢ faith comes
from what is heard, and whkat is heard cowes by the presch-
ing of Christ.":?

The word MXoyos 4is used in a unique sense to describe
God Himself made manifest in the incarnate Son of God and

carrying out the designs of God in creation, redemption and

llRichard R. Casmmerer, "4 Concordance Study of the
Concept 'word of God,'" Concordia Yheological Honthly, XXII
(Haxrech, 1951), 179,

12 atthew 434,

13Luke 332,
4 3ohn 14110,
15 0mens 10117
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the Jjudgment of the world. Ilnstances of such a use of the
word Adyss are found in John 1, 1 John 1, end in kevela=-
tion 19, 1In Johm 1l:l there is the stateament, "In the be=
ginning wes the Word, and the Word was with Ged, and the
Word was God." 4Also in John 1l:14, "and the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truthy we have
beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father,"
The word Adyss 41g also used to describe the active
energy and power of God at work.
I heve manifested thy neme to the men whom thou gavest
me out of the world; thine tiey were, and thou gavest
them to me, and they hsve kept thy word., I have given
them thy word; and the world has hated them because
they ara’not cf the world,; even us I am not of the 16
world. OSanctify them in the truth; thy word is truth,
From this brief word study of the term "Word of God*
it can be seen that the term does indeed refer to God Him-
self speaking and acting in order to get something accom=
plished. 1t is God ecting in His Word. The term "word of
God," however, also involves the idea of communication.
Some of the 0ld Testament terms which are translated “Word
of God" accentucte communication. There is, first of all,
L n}‘ or M p'X¥ 4 as it is used in Job 6:10, or ")Z_.),\')p
as it is used in Daniel 4,
The sentence is by the decree of the watches, the de-
cision by the word of the holy omes, to the end that

the living may kuow thet the MNost High ruiles the king-
dom of men, and gives it to whom he will, and setis

1850nn 1716414417,
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over 1t the lowliest of men.l7
There is also)MY as it is used in Fsalm 119:11,50,103,
13%,148, and finally, 7:;‘3‘ as 1t is used in Exodus 4,
Yend lMoses told Asron all the words of the Lord with which
he had sent him, &nd all tae signs which he had charged
him to do."18 This is also the usage in Exodus 20:ly 34:1,
274,283 Kumbers lli244 15:31; Leuteronomy 6:63 1052.19

In the Kew Testament the two words /‘ﬁ}au and »°oyos
. refer to siuple communication &t certein times. ‘FDa/bx
seeris to be used thls way in John 8, "he that is of God
hesreth God's words."“C In icts 10:36, the "word which
God sent,” is the word of presching, Noyss in the sense
of communication is used psrticularly in the plursl, and
in that form it does not reifer specificelly to words of
God, <t

From this word study of the terw "word," it can be
seen that when the Blble speaks of the Word of God it is

not merely talking about words that are true &nd godly,

17 aniel 4317.

183xodus 428,

lgﬁichard R, Caemmerer, "i Concordance Study of the
Concept 'Word of God,'" Concordia Theclogical HMonthly, XX1IX
(Marca, 1951), 172.

20Jehn 8:47.
21iiichard R. Caemmerer, "A Concordance Study of the
Concept 'Word of God,'"™ Councordia Theologlicud Monthly, XXIi
(Marciiy, 1851), 179,




13

but it is talking sbout God Himself, busy toward other peo=
ple in order to accomplish His will. "The Word of God is
God acting with power. In addition, however, God acts with
power for the suke of people. It is a word in which God is
looking for something to happen in peoyle.22 isaiah em=
phasizes this fact in man's reaction to the "wWord."

Thus says the Lovd: . :esven is my throne and the

earth is my footstooly whut is the house which you

would build for me, and what is the place of rest?

All these things my hand has made and s¢ all these

things are mine, says the Lord. But thie is the man

to whom I will look, he that is humble and contrite

in spirit, and trewblea at my word.<2
In Psalm 119 there are a number of references to this con-
cept of the wWord. One instance is in verse 1ll, "I have
laid up thy word in my heart, that 1 might not sin against
thee,” and again, "I held back my feet from every evil way,
in order to keép thy word" (ve. 101), and finally, "Thy word
is a lamp unto my feet and a light tc my path® (v. 105).
The Word of God is not merely sayings of God but God Him-
self as He acts and as He reveals Himself and His eactions
to human hsings.‘

The target of God and of God's Word is people. Very
frequently when the Bible uses the term "Word of God" it

is giving the account of God's people in the (ld &nd New

22Richard Ke Caemmerer, "The Word of God and the
Bible," rroceedingg of the Southeastern District of The
Lutheran Churche—ilSsourl L7004, ChArlotte, NMOLth Carolina,
TICE0, nonpaglnated.

231 catah 6611424
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Testements., It 1s not necessary for tie purpose of this
paper to develop a detalled study of the concept "Word of
God," but it should be noted that in both the Uld and New
Testaments the Word of God does refer to God's dealings
L)

with His people.-t

in the Cld Testament there are numerous references to
this Word as it comes down from God to His people. OUne
such reference is found in Issiah, "The lord has sent a
word against Jacob, and it will light upen Israel.“zs
Another reference is in Z Chronicies, "The hand of God was
also upon Judah to give them one heart to do what the king
and the princes coumanded by the word of the Lord."26 Fi=
nelly, Issiah wrote,

It shall come to pass in the latter days that the

mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established

as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised

ebove the hills; and ell the nztions shull flow to it,

and many peoples shall come, and say, Come, let us go

up to the mountain of the Lord, to the hcouse of the

God of Jacobj that he may teach us his ways and that

we mey walk in bis paths. For out of Zion shall go

fort37the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusa=-

len.

In the Rew Testament there are an eguel number of

24 fichard He. Caemmerer, "The wWord of God and the
Bible," Froceedingzs of the Southeastern District of The
Lutheran Cnurca-uﬂa&ouzi GYnod, Gharlottcy LOXtD Carclina,
T5E0, nonpaginated.

251 gaiah 9:8.
?6‘ Chronicles 30:l12
271 gatah 212=5,
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such references to the Word. There is in iActs € an eccount
of the effect of God's Word, "and the word of God in-
creased; and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly
in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedi-
gnt to the fuith.“ee In kets 12:é4. 19:20, the Word of God
is that which grows and prevails among God's peoples In
Acts 11 the Vord of God is received by God's people, "now
the apostles and the brethren who were in Judea heard that
the Gentiles alsgo had received the word of God.“zg Fi-
nally, such examples avre also recorded in Acts 13:44 and
hots 46349,

Whenever God's people rejected His word, they did
more than not lieten to His word, they actually opposed

50 There are nu-

God's own plan and will for His people.
merous examples of this in the Cld Testament, such as
1 Samuel 15:26, 1 Kings 2:27y 163/, & Chronicles 10:15,
and many more. in the lNew Testament there is & reference
to this in the book of liebrews.
For the word of God is living end sctive, sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of

soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and discerning
the thougbts and intentions of the heart. A4And before

EBAata ©87

2% 6ts 1111,

3oﬁichard . Caemnmerer, "The Word of God and the
Bible," Praceediggg of the Coutheastecn Digbtrict of The
Lutheran Ghurch--Missoull Synod, Gheriotteé, Rorth carolina,
I5€0, nonpaginuted.




16
him no ereature is hidden, but all are open and 1§id
bare to the eyes of him with whom we have to do.”

Why lan keede the Word of God

ilan is slienated from God due to his own spirituzl
ignorance. ie is separsted from God because by nsture he
is corrupt and sinful. ie lives in gpiritual darkness.
In this cense he is dead. In Lphesians the Holy Spirit
declares the unregenerate men to ve Jjust thies, "dead in
trespasses and sins.“ﬁz he is toﬁally corrupt and this
corruption separstes him from God., This corruption be-
longs to man by natuxe. David wrote, "Behold, 1 ﬁas shapen
in iniquity, and in sin d4id my mother conceive met“Ba Jesus
calls natural man "flesh," thet is, & belng outside tﬁe
Kingdom of God and l1a need of regenerabion,a# The Scrip-
tures describe wman as "heving the understanding darkened,”
as being "allensted from the life of God because of the
blindness of their heart."35 &8 being in a state of "darke

ness“36 and as "ﬁead.“57 Furthermore, the doly Spirit

5lﬁebrewa 4:12=14,
52£phesians 2ils
3Dpgain 511 5.
yonn 31345,
55Ephesians 4318,
36E§hesians 5:8.

57Ephesians 211,
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expressly states, "The netural men receiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him;
neither can he know them,y because they are spiritually dis-

cerned.” 38

tian has no deslre to escape thie derkness, because he
knowe no other, no vetter, way of life. Those who are in
spiritusl derkness are under the power of the devil, The
Bible describes the understanding of natursl man as being
dark and blind in spiritual matters, unenlightened by the
Spirit of God.”” Man's natural intellect is biind, but it
is more than blind. The Formula of Concord gives & per-
fect definition of man's natural intellect.

Men's reason or naturel intellect still has a dinm
spark of the knowledpe that there is a God, as well

ag of the teaching of the law (llom. 1:19=-21,28,32),
nevertheless, it is so ignorant, blind, and perverse
thet when the most gifted and the most educated people
on earth read or hear the Gospel of the Son of God and
the promise of eternal salvation, they cannot by their
own powers perceive this, comprehend it, understand
it, or believe and sccept it as the truth. OUn the
contrary, the more zealously end diligently they want
to comprehend these spiritusl things with their reason,
the less they understand or believe, and until the
Holy Spirit enlightens and teaches them they consider
it all mere foolishness and fables, it is as St. Faul
says in 1 Cor. 2:14, "The unspiritual man does not
receive the gifts of the Spirit of God, for tney are
folly to him, &nd he is not able to understand them
becususe they are spiritually discerned."” Again,

38) Corinthisns 2:18,

393ernhardt F. Meschke, "The Significance of Baptiem
for the Christian's Faith and Life" (unpublished bachelor's
thesis, Concordia Seminary, St. Louls, lilssouri, 1Y43),
p. 2.



i8

"since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know
God turou.h 1ts wisdom, 1t pleased God througi the
folly of the Gosgel tnet we preach to suve those who
believe” (1 Cor. 1:21). The otiwers, who &re not re-
born through God's Bpirit, "walk in the futility of
their minds; they are derkened in their understende-
ing, alienated from the life of God because of the
ignorance that iz in them, due to their hardness of
heart” (iphe. 4:1/,18). "Seeing they do not see, and
hearing they do mot hear, nor do they understund,

o you it has been given to know the secrets of the
kingdom of God" (Matt. 13:13,11). "lo one under-
stands, no one seeks for God., All huve turned aside,
tegether they have gone wrongji no one dces good, not
even one” (uome 3:ll=lZ)e In thnls way Scripture
calls thne natural man siumcly "darkness" in spiritusl
and divine things (Iph. 5:8} Acts 26:18).50

Netural man is cavught in his own darkness. 1t is in this
darkness that he gropes, not even looking for a way out.
Sutiaefied and ocntent that this is the way of life, he
stesdily moves in the wrong direction,

The fruite of the works of natural men are evil,
tince his very nature is corrupt, his thoughte, his deeds
eand his life are all evil. le does becr frult, but these
fruits are listed as adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance,
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings,

At The only

murders, drunkenness, revellings and the lilke.
fruit which he bears is evil fruit. It is not possible

for him to please Gode

“Onpormula of Coneord,™ The Book of Concord, edited
by Theodore G. Tappert (rhiladelphia: liuhlenberg Fress,
c.1559), pp. 521, 522,

4liplations 5:19-21,
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Because of mun's naturul spiritual condition and sin
which 1s the fruit of the works of natural man, he places
himself under the wrath of God.
Por all who rely on works of the law are under a
cursej for it is written, cursed be every one who
%g:slgzt ggédgob{h:ilqghings written in the book of
’ . .
lMan is under a curse, the curse of death., "For the wages
of sin is deathy, but the free gift of God is eternsl life
in Christ Jesus our Lord."u5
Man's natural spiritual condition is one of total
belplessness and cdrruption. e cannot even believe in
Christ by his own power, I1f msn is to have a saving feith
end live in a God-pleasging menner, it is necessary that a
spiritual rebirth or regeneration be wrought in him. Just
as physical birth gives entrance into earthly life, so
spiritual birth is necessary for spiritusl iife, This re-
birth must of necessity be brought about by a power out=-
side of man himgself. Thieg power is the Holy Spirit who
brings man to faith, &t. Paul gives reference to this in
bis first epistle to the Corinthiens, "Therefore 1 want you
to understand that no one speaking by the &Spirit of God
ever says Jesus be cursed! and no one can say Jesus is Lord

44

except by the Holy Spirit.” In his epistle to the

42Galatians 3:10,
45ﬁomans 6123,

441 Corinthians 12:3,
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Yrhesians 5t. Faul makes 1t clear that man's salvation is
brought about by the saving grace of God. "For by grace
you have becen saved through fuilthy end this is not your
own doing, it is the gift of God, not because of works,
lest any man should boaat."”s 5ts Paul plainly teaches
that the sinner is saved by God's grace through faith, and
that faith i1s a gift of God and the work of the Holy
Bpirit.

4Sﬁpheﬂiana 2:849.



CHAPTER III1
THE WORD OF GOD BRINGS LIFE TO MAN

God's Word Works Regeneration
in Man

Regeneration 1s brought about in maen through the Word
of God. This Word of God, God's active purpose directed
towards the salvation of man, works in several ways to
bring life to man who is alienated from God. The Word of
God comes to man in the person of Jesus Christ. He is
truly the first and the last Word of God, The Word of God
also brings about regeneration in man through the Holy Gos-
pel which is the power of God unto salvation. The Holy Gos-
pel brings man life and salvation through the Word. Fi-
nelly, the Word of God comes to man through the Sacrament of
Holy Baptism. The Holy Spirit working througﬁ this Sacra-
ment brings life to the smallest child and to the most ma-
ture and intelligent adult. Baptism is the ordinary means
by which the individuel adult is brought under the Word of
God and this Word is brought to bear in his life. It is for
this reason that this Sacrament is so basic to our under-
standing of a theological basis for adult Bible study.

God's Word is the Saving Activity
of God in Christ

The Word of God brings life to man first of all in
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Jesus Cohrist. Jesus Christ is the first and last word of
God'e power to man. In the first chapter of the gospel of
John the Word of God is God's own power in action,

In the beginning was the Word, and the VWord was with
God, and the word was Gode ke was in the beginuaing
with Gody all things were made tnrough him, and withe-
out him was not anything wmade that was nede., in him
was life, and the life was tine light of men.

By Jesus Christ the world wes nade end is sustained,

But in these last days he has spoxen to us by a Sou,
whom he appointed the heir of all tnings, tarougn
wocm aleo he created the world. hLe reflects the glory
of God and bewzrs the very stamp of uis n¢ture, uphold~
ing the universe by his word of power.<

By Jesus Curist the world sanall be Judged &t the end of
this age. "The Father judges no orne, but haé given &ll
Judguent to the 5on.“3 Jobn agein sums this up very well
in his twelfth chapter.

hind Jesus cried out and ssid, ke who believes in ne,
believes not in me, vut in him who sent me. Aind he
who sees me sees him who sent me. I have come as
light into the world, that whoever believes in men
may not remain in derkness. Iif any one hears my say-
ings and does not keep them, I 40 not judge himj for
1 did not come to judge the world but to save the
world. iHe wno rejects me and does not receive my say-
ings has a judge; the word that I heve epoken will be
his judse on the lest daye. For 1 have neot spoken on
By own euthority; tioe Father who sent me has himself
Liven me commendzent what to say and what to speak.?

lrohn 1:l-t.

aﬁabrews 1:2,3.

3John 51224

4ionn 12144-49,
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Through Jesus Christ the forces of evil are over-
thrown and a new life 1s wrought umong men, This is «c-
complighed through the imglanted VWord, Jesus Christ,
"Therefore put away all filthiness end rank growth of wick-
edness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which
iz sble to save your souls."5 The fact thet it is this im-
planted Word which is the power which saves man is also at~
tested to in the gospel of John.
Jesus then said to the Jews who had believed in hinm,
If you continue in my word, you ere truly my disci-~
ples, and you will know tone truth, snd the truth will
meke you free. They enswered him, We are descendants
of Abraham, and have never been in bonduge to anyone.
How 48 it thet you say, you will be mace free? Jesus
answered them, Truly, truly, 1 say to you, every one
who commits sin is a slave to sin., The slave does
not continue in the house for ever; the son continues

for ever. B¢ if the Son makes you free, you will be
free indeed,©

God's Word keaches Man Through
KV puy psk and  d rdayn.

The Qord of God which bringe life to msn is eleo the
Gospel, the proclamation of the Loly Christian Church.
This Gospel is more than just & message on the lips of
speakers, for the Word is also the power which sends forth
these speakers. They have a faithful witness and message

of this Word, and they bring it forth to the whole uorld.7

5James l:12.
©7ohn 8:31-36.
7Romann 10:17.
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In the Word of the Gospel there are two basic concepts and
terms which must be considered in order to understand this
. Word of God in action among Ged's people. These two cone
cepts are /NP VA4 and J:dev{ . Knpvysa is the here
alding of a great and important fact, completed but with
continuing meaning to thoss who hear it, Ai1daxy is
the process by which the XK7Pv[s< is being brought to
. 4ts target. K=pPuys* gproclaims that the intention of God
to redeem the world has been carried out, A, d«x7 applies
that intention of God to its target.a

in the whole plen of God, Jesus Christ has carried
out an act which is referred to as "the act of redemption.”
This act is proclaimed. The Cross itself proclaims this
act, just as the resurrection of Christ from the dead pro-
claims it. This Word 1s entrusted to preachers and teach-
ers who are to proclaim it, and the herzlding of this great
and important fact is what 1s referred to in the LHoly
Seriptures as A NPy M%< . 1t is a fact which is completed,
but one which has eontinuing meaning to all who heear it.
This message is the power of God "unto salvation."9 it is
effective for all situations of faith and life. It is to

be proclaimed.

euichard e Caemmerer, "Kerygma and Didache in Chrig-
tian Education," Concordia Theologiecsl Monthly, XXXII
(Aprily 1961), 198=cUZ.

s

nomans l:lG.
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The AKnpvfmd ig not merely a statement of fact, but
it is a tool to an ends The f(ﬁ?“xﬂ* is the intention of
God to redeem the world which has been carried out in Jesus
Christ. 4,44y v , on the other hand, applies that in-
tention of God to 1ts target. The redemptive activity of
Jesus in God'e full plan of redemption is mezningful for
all who bhear this Word, but the means by which this Word
l1a brought to the hearer and the way in which this redemp-
tive act is applied to its target is not an essential part
of the Arpvymua y but is included in the concept of the
didayn

The d+daxy applies the redemptive asct of God to its
terget wonether that tarzet is & person outside the Eingdom
of God,y or whether it is a member, young or old, in the
Holy Christian Church., The intention of God is not only
to rescue lis people from death, but t¢ turn them to for-
giveness again and again and to employ them for the activi-~
ties of the rescued and rescuing people of God, Dr.
Elchaerd R. Caemmerer shows how this applies specifically to
Cnristian education in this way.

Christian education is the process of putting God's

progrem of turning and nurturing men into operation.

This program is not just & prescription by God but an

ect of Gods. According to a plan which he envisioned

before He made the world and which He promised through

His chosen people before Chrigt and which Hde made to

ccme true in the birth, life, death, and resurrection

of Christ, God now sends people to bring the story of
God's act in Christ into human hearts in order to
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bring ebout new life end to nurture it,:°
The Word of God is the power of God which brings
ebout regeneration in men. It is through this Word that
salvation is wrought in that man who is alienated from God.
This Word 1s a proclanation which is directed by various
neans to its target. It 48 in this way that God brings
about new life in man. The termes K Afvyud and didayy”
are never oconsidered apart from each other in the New
Testament. They are simply two processes which convey the
same ;reat megssge into the bhumen heart. This is the mes~
sage that God is Father through the Hedeemer end that
Christ is Lord by virtue of His cross and open tomb., The
one process is proclamation, the other i1s the more patient
and personal process of training, but actually the two are

never to be separated from each other.11

God's wWord makes possible Spiritual
Rebirth in Holy Baptism

Tie Word of God which brings life to men is firnally a
visible word as it finds expression in the Sacrament of
iioly Baptism. The Word of God finds men as he is, &lien-

ated from God, dead in trespasses and sins. Man has no

loﬂichard fte Caemmerer, “"Legalism, Revivalism, and the
Gospel in Christisn Education," Lutheran Education, XCVI
(Janu&ry v 1961) ’ 2lh, 2164

1l1:pid. ¢ pe 229,

S D

~
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desire to escape this darkness. He knows no better way of
life. ﬁue to this spiritual condition, nstursl man is
under the wrath of God. The Word of God in Baptism cone
veys and seals to this men & new birth, & spiritusl re-
birth, It conveys end seals to man the forgiveness of his
sins, and this forgiveness is brougbt to man through the
almizlity work of God the Yather, God the on and God the
idoly Spirit. Through Baptism the old msn, sin, is drowned
and a new man comes forth. The indlividusl is brought to
faith and is thereby brought under the Word of God, under
the Gruce of Gods "4s wany of you as were baptized imto
Chriet huve put on Christ."l2

Baptism bringe forgiveness., The holy Zpirit, Who is
the effective power in Baptism, offers and bestows God's
grace. Ly baptism the Holy Spirit starts Christisn faith
and life on its way. The Holy Spirit makes a new creature
of this lost and condemned sinner. He acconplishes this
by bringing to man the forgiveness of sins. The believer
shares in Christ's death arnd in His redeeming work. &t.
Paul writes concerning this sharing in the sixth'chapter
of Homans.

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized

into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Wwe

were buried tierefore with him by buptism into deatn,

80 that as Christ was raised from the dezd by the
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of

laGal&tians 23127
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life. Yor if we have been united with him in a death
like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his., We know that our old self was
crucified with him se that the sinful body wight be
destroyed, and we might no longer be ensloved to sin.l?

in Baptism the sinner dies with Ghriéc, thet iz, men dies
unto sin, and is raised egain to a new life as Christ was
reised. There is here in the mode of Baptism a drowning
of sin and the birth of a new man, b zn in grace. Luther
egain sums it up in this way.

The significance of Baptism is a blessed dying unto
sin and & resurrection in the grace of God, 80 that
the o0ld man, which is conceived and born in sin, is
there drowned, &nd a new man, born in grace, comes
forth and rises., Thus 8t. Paul in Titus 3, calls
baptism & "washing of regeneration,” since in this
washing wmen is born again and made new. As Christ
also says in John 3, "Except ye be born of water end
_the spirit of grace, ye shall not enter into the King-
dom of heeven." For just as & child is drawn out of
its mother's womb and born, and through this fleshly
birth is & sinful man &nd a c¢hild of wratn, 80 mszn is
drawn out of Baptism and spiritually borm, eand through
this spiritual birth is a child of grace and a justi-
fied wan. Therefore sins are drowned in Bagtism, and
in place of sin, rignteocusness coues forth.i4

1t is in this way thst man through the Gscrament of
Holy Baptism receives the forgiveness of his sins. It is
the water which is not simple water, but water connected
with God's Word, that is God's redeeming activity in His
Son, Jesus Christ. Through this water and this Word our

l5ﬁomane 6:5-6.
14Hartin Luther, "Treatise on Baptism," Works of
Martin Luther (Fbilsdelphia: Ae. J. Holman Company and the
Tastie Fress, 0.1915), I, 57.
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8ins are drowned, and a new man comes forth. Haptism "ef-
fects forgiveness of sins, delivers from death and the
‘devil, and graﬁta eternal salvation to all who belleve, as
the Word and promises of God declare‘"l5

Baptism offers forglveness of sins and incorporates
the individual into the body of Christ., Through Baptism,
both the infant end the adult become members of the King-
dom of God. The simple fact is that through this means of
grace, the Holy 8pirit brings to the baptized individusl
the forgiveness of God in Christ Jesus his Zavior. Through
Baptism that individuel 1s brought into fellowship with
Corist and is made 8 member of His church.
God's Word prings Men into &
Covenant of Grace

Holy Baptism is a covenént which God makes with the
infant or the adult, ‘It is a covenant of grace which makes
it a unigue covenant, In Baptism God's Word comes to the
individusl and espprosches him 8s he is, alienated from God.
In Baptism God enters into & perscnal relationship with
man end makes & promise of forgiveness, life and salvation,
Fan, through the working of the Holy Spirit, recelves this
promise and the gifts of Baptism, and in that way enters

lsFartin Luther, "The Small Catechism," The Boock of
Concord, edited by Theodore G. ranpert (Philedelpbias
fiuhlenberg Fress, c.1959). PPe 548=34G,
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into the covenant relatiomship which has slresdy been es—
tablished for him by God. Man does nothing to bring about
fbis agreement, but rather it is eompletely a covenant of
grace which Gody for the sake of Jesus Christ, mékes with
sinful man.l6

The covenant 13 also unique in that it 1s & continuous
covenant, God never bresks it. 1%t never ceases, and it
never needs to be renewed, The prorises of God are never
withdrawn. Baptism is an act which is complete in itself,
end for this reason it is performed only once in the life
of an individusl. Even though man in his sinfulness will
leave the covenant, he needs only to return to it to have
its benefits anew, namely, the assurance of sins forgiven,
Although man can reject Baptism and can refueg to believe
it, this does not invalidate the covenant. Man did not
'make this covenant, and it cannot be broken by h;m.l7
God's Word Bestows & new Spiritual
Nature Alive unto God ,

An understanding of the covenant relationship in Holy
Baptism is necessary for the consideration of the new man
who is born in Holy Bsptism. While & new man has been

born, nevertheless, the Christien still retaine his sinful

lsﬁrthur Repp, "Strengthen Them," unoublished manual
for Confirmetion Instruction, pp. 117, 118,

171bsa., p. 118,
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nature, the old men, who is still under the rule of sin.
It is necessary to remember that mon by his sinfulness
dces not bresk the covenant, but merely places himself
outside of the covenant. The covenant is continuous aend
is never broken.

The sanctification which is begun in zaptism is the
putting on of the new msn. The new man is the new crea=-
ture brought to life in regeneration; it is the new spir-
ftusl life which the Holy &Spirit brings into being by

18

neans of Baptism, There is & new creature whose whole

relationship with God is changed. Instead of remaining an
eneuy of God, the believer is made a child of God. This
iz what baptizing with water signifies,

that the o0ld Adam in us, together with all sinsg and
evil lusts, should be drowned by dally sorrow and re=-
pentance and be put to death, and that the new man
should come forth and rise up, cleansed and righteous,
to live forever in God's presence.

The close reletionship between God and the baptized
believer is expressed by St. Paul:

But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a

custodiany for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of

God, through faith. ¥For as many of you as were bap=
tized into Christ have put on Christ.<Y

18ﬁernhardt ¥, Meschke, "The Significance of Baptism
for the Christian's“ﬁaith and [ife" %unpublished Bsehelor's
thesis, Concordia Seuminary, Lt. Louls, lilssouri, 1%4%),

Do 52

19Luther. “The Small Catechism," The Book of Concord,
Ps 349,

aoGalatiana 3125=27
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In the iumediate context of these verses the Apostle head
been teaching that the sinner is saved by faith in Jesus
Christ, rather than by doing the deeds of the law. The
fact that the baptized individual is a child of God is em=-
phasized when Paul says, "es many of you as heve been bap-
tized into Christ have put on Christ," and especlally when
he says this just after he has stated that faith in Jesus
Christ makes them God's sons. He is saylng that through
Baptism a new relationship is established between God and
many 8 new man comes forth, a child of God, dead to sin,
but alive unto God,

If in Baptism sinners die with Christ and are buried
with Him, then they also rise with Him, They do not rise
to serve gin, but to serve God.. They rise to live a new
life, Baptism gives them the power and the motive to do
this. When the sinner 1s regenerated in Holy Baptism, he
becomes God's child, eager to live a godly life, & life
which is in accord with God's will. He wants to learn
God's will, and then do it, This service to God is part of
his baptismal promise in which the devil and all his wicked
works and ways are renounced. The baptized believer reccg-
nizes it as a duty and a privilege to live unto God.zl

Althougn Baptism bas made man righteous in Christ it
is Just as true that men is still sinful according to his

alﬂeachke. Ope Citey peo 4.

e R R A 118 ety
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own flesh. In this life the Christian still retains his
sinful nature, the 0ld man, who is still under the rule of

sin, ILuther explained this seeming contradiction 1n this

way:

When a man comes forth out of Baptism, he is pure end
without sin, wholly guiltless. But there are nany
who do not rightly understsnd thig, and think that sin
is no more present, and B0 they become slothful and
negligent in the killing of their sinful nature, even
as some do when they have gone to Confession. For
this reason, as I sald above, it shculd be rightly un-
derstood, and it should be known that our flesi, s0
long as it lives here, is by nature wicked and sinful.
To correct tnis wickedness God has devised the plan of
making it altogether new. . «+ « This plan he bezins
in Baptism, which signifies death and the resurrection
at the last Day, as has been said,22

The plan is begun in Baptism, but there remaine in this
1life a constant tension of the two natures of the Chris-
tian as summed up in Luther's often quoted phrase, gimul

Justus et peccator. The continuous struggle of these two

natures in the Christian is signified by Holy Baptism in
the drowning of the 0ld man and in the coming forth of the
new (Komans 6:3-14), |

The significance of Baptism continues throughout life.
While the Sacrazent is never repeated and the covenant cen-
not be renewed, its significance for the Christian is con-
tinuous. The old Adam, the old evil nature with which the

sinner is born, is to be put off. There can be no

22Luther, "Treatise on Baptism,” Works of lartin
Luther, pe 59.
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corpromising between the new man and the old, When the new
nature is born through Holy Baptism the struggle begins.
This struggle continues ceaselessly taroughout the earthly
life of the believer. The baptized believer still sims,
but Baptism has the power to free him from slavery to ain,
"For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this
is the victory that overcomes the world, our raith.“25

£in is no longer the ruling principle in his life, but it
is an evil which must be overcome end from which he must
rid himself, 4s a Christian he does not want to sin, but
because of the weakness of his flesh he falls agzin and
again,

Luther saw such things as “"fasting and all such exer-
cises™ as Being directed toward holding down the old Adam,
the sinful nature,

and accustoming it to do without all that is pleasing

for this life, and thus daily preparing it more and.

nore for death, so that the work and purpose of Bap-
tisn may be fulfilled.<%
Luther went on to show in his Large Catechism that the
strength to do this, nawely, to put down the old man, is
found in Baptiesm.
If you live in repentance, therefore, you are walking

in Baptism, which not only announces this new lile
but also produces, begins, and promotes it. In

231 Jobr 5id.

24Lutber. "Treatise on Baptism,” Works of NMartin

Luther, pe 67.
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Baptism we are given the grace, Spirit, and power to

suppress the old nan 80 that the new may come forth

and grow strong.<

The way in which the Christian continues to put down
the old man depends to & great extent upon the forgiveness
which God offers to him in Baptism, £ach time the believer
falls into sin he becomes contrite end repentant, lie seeks
this forgiveness, and therefore, by da«ily contrition and
repentance and returning to God's gracious baptismal
promises, the old evil nature is more and more overcome.26
In other words, even though Baptism is administered only
once, it is to be used by & Christian throughout his en-
tire life, Baptism involves the establishment of a cove-
nant of grace between God end the person baptized.i For
this reascn, the daily repentance of Christians is called
a daily returning to Baptism, or to the covenant of Bap-
tism., Luther again brivgs this out in his Lerge Catechism
when he stresses that Baptism remains forever. "Even though
we fall from it and sin, nevertheless we alweys have sc-
cess to it so that we may again subdue the old man." Lu-

ther goes on to say, "repentance, therefore, is nothing

else than a return and approsach to baptism, to resume and

2Mertin Luther, "The Large Catechism," The Book of
Concord, edited by Theodore G. Tappert (rniladelphia:
Fublenberg Press, ©.1959), Dpe 445, 446,

Ee‘ieschke. op. cito. Pe 31-
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practice what had eerlier been begun but abandoned.“27
Baptism 1s for the Christian's comfort. Through Bape
tism he comes under the judgment of grace and mercy. Men
is not condemned because of his sins, but they sre driven
out. Iuther expleined this.
S50 long, now..as you keep your pledge to God, He, in
turn, gives you grace, and pledges himself not to
count against you the sins which remain in your na-

ture after Baptism, and nog to regard them or to con-
deun you because of them.<

God is satisfled and well pleased if we are congtantly
striving and desiring to slay these sins and to be rid of
them by death.

while the Bacrament is never repeated and the covenant
cannot be renewed since it 1s never broken, its signifi-
cance for the Christian is continuous, and in that sense
Baptism 1s not sccomplished until death. iluther mentions
that man is altogether pure and guiltless, but "sacra-
mentally," by which he weans that man has the sign of God,
Baptism, which shows that sins are all dead, and that man
too dies in grace to rise again, pure, sinless, guiltless,
to everlasting life. 1t is only because of this sacrament
that men is without sin and guilt. Gowever, since the

Sacrament is not complete until death, man still lives in

27Luther. “The Large Catechism," The Ecok of Concord,
De 446,

EBLuther, “"Treatise on Baptism,” Works of Martin
Luther, ps 6l.
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sinful flesh, lie is not without sin, but he has begum to
grow inte purity end innocence.
Martin Luther again sums this up very briefly and in
a very striking manner in his treatise on Baptiem,

This significance of baptism, the dying or drowning
of sins, i3 pot fulfilled completely in this life,
nay, not until man passes through bodily death also,
and utterly decays to dust, The sscrament, or sign,
of baptism ls quickly over, as we plainly see. But
the thing it signifies, viz., the epirituel baptism,
the drowning of sin, lasts s0 long as we live and is
completed only in death. ‘Then 1t is thaet wan is com=-
pletely sunk in baptism, and that thing comes to pass
which baptism signiiies. Therefore this life ls
nothing else than a spiritual baptism which does not
cease till death, and he who is baptised is condemned
to diej; as though the priest, when he baptises, were
to say, "0y thou art sinful flesh; therefore 1 drown
thee in God's Name, end in lis Name condemn thee to
thy death, that with thee all thy sins muy die and be
destroyed,29

God's Word Enebles Spiritual
Growth

The living Word which reaches into the life of man in
the baptismal covenant touches that life again and ageain.
Man is brought under the Word of God. He is regenerated by
the Word of God, and as he continues throughout life, con-
tinually mindful of the covenant of Holy Baptism, this Word
of God continues to strengthen him, causing him to grow in
grace and in the knowledge of his Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. The Word of God touches the life of the believer

aglbiﬂ.’ Pe €0,
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again and again in the spoken and visible Word in preach-
ing, teaching and the Ssecraments,

The baptized believer, in and through Baptism, con-
tinues to grow in Christ Jesus. There is generzlly a two=-
fold use of Baptism in sanctification. First of all, it
is a motive and a power for sanctiflied living. Secondly,
it is used for admonition, reminding us to renounce the
devil and his evil ways. The £pirit, given in Baptism,
leads the baptized person to walk in newness of life. As
long as the Holy Spirit dwells in the believer He is at
work making the Christian life function. He provides the
strength, knowledge, patience and courage to fight sin and
serve God. 4 daily remembering of our baptismal covenant
also reminds one of God's grace and admonishes him to put
off the o0ld man and to use the powerful resource of the
Holy Bpirit to lead a truly sanctified life here on earth.

The Word of God in the Gospel continues to awaken and
exercise faith, The Gospel, as God's receeming activity
here on earth among men, brings men to faith in Jesus
Christ. Continued use of this Word, however, continues as
a motivating power and force to bring about in the believer
a strengthening of his faith and sanctified life here on
earths This is the work agzin of the Holy Spirit, and be~
cause the lioly Spirit works in this way, we as baptized be-
lievers aﬁe to come to this word often, seeking from it the

resource for our faith and life here on earth.
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If Baptiem is the Sacrament of initiation, then the
Holy Bucharist is the Bacrament of confirmetion. The
faith in a child is begun through Holy Baptism and the ene
tering into the soul of the child by the lioly Spirit, The
calling to mind of this Baptism is accomplished in many
ways. OUne such way is through the wWord of God as it comes
to us in the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, Here again
we have a "visible Word" which can be seen and touched,
Through this body and blood the faith of the individual
is strengthened, assuring him that by the grace of God, for
the sake of Jesus Christ Eis Son, his sins are all fore
given, and that in this body and blood is the strength to
live a holy life here on earth.



CHAPTER IV
PHE WORD OF GOD SULTALING AND EQUIFS MAN
The Leriptures and the Word of God

The term “Word of God" as it is used in holy Scrip-
ture refers to God in action. Eometines this action works
through words, and svmetimes there are words which accom-
pany certain actions, but the basic concept of the Word of
God is always the same. The Word is alwaye more than a
thing to read or hear. 7The Word of God, particularly in
Jesus Christ, very often has no actual words cecomnected with
it, as in a force of nature or the upholiding of the world
by Christ. lowever, there are times when this sct of God
or purpose of God is accompanied by the speaking of words
which maice the purpose clear. There are several examples
of thula from liely Scriptures

A8 they were going down to the outskirts of the city,

Samuel said to Sauly tell the servant to pzss on be=-

fore us, and when he has passed on stop here yoursels

for f wnile, that I may wake known to you the word of

God.

And again in 1 Kiugs,

and keep charge of the Lord your God, walking in his

ways and keeping his statutes, his commandments, his

ordinances, and his testimonies, as it is writtem in

the law of Moses, that you wsy prosper in all that
you do and wherever you turnj that the Lord may

11 Samuel 9127
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establish his word which he spoke concerning me, say-
ing, if your sons take heed to their wey, to walk be-
fore me in faithfulness with &8ll their heart and with
&ll their soul, there shall not fail you & man on the
throne of Israel.2 :

Isaiah spesks to Hezekilah,

Then Iswish said to lezekish, hear the word of the
Lord: Bbehold, the days are coming, when all that is
in your house, and that which your fathers have stored
up till this day, shall be carried %o lLabylonj nothing
snall be left, says the Lord. 4And some of your own
scng, wno are born to you, shall be taken awayj; end
they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of
Babylone Then said iezekiah to lsaiah, the word of
the Lord which you have spoken is good. ¥or he thought,
why ngt. if there will be pezce and security in my
days?

The Eible seldom refers tc itself as the Word of God.
There appears to be only one instance where this occurs
and here too the Word of God and saying of Seripture is not
made identical.

Jesus answered them, I have shown you meny good works
from the fathery for which of these do you stone me?
The Jews answered him, we stone you for no goed work
but for blaspnemyj beceuse you, being & man, make
yourself Gods Jesus answered them, is it not written
in your law, I said, you are gode? If he called them
gods to whom the word of God came (and Eeripture can-
not be broken), do you say of him whom the Father con-
secrated and sent into the world, you are blaspheming,
because 1 said, 1 am the Son of God?

In this instence the law is equated with the Word of God.
Thus the written word is equated with the Word of God.

2] Kings 213 4.

32 Kings 20116=19,

& ohn 10:32-36,
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God's Word 1s always God's action. The Scriptures,
therefore, not only set before us the record and the ac-
count of God's ascting in the past, but thia wWord is a
force moving in on life, particularly the life of humen be-
ings like ouraolvaa.5 1t conveys this power to us. Just
a8 God used words in the past to communicate with man and
to bring His power to bear upon man, so He uses words to
continue His sction among men, and to bring Eis purpose
into their lives., The Holy Scriptures asre effective not
because they are the words of God, but because of the ac=-
tion end purpose which surrounds these words and makes of
them the wWord of God,

The Bible conveys God's power. There should, however,
be no altsrnative between Bible for power and Bible for
information. The information should be for poweri the

6 For the adult

power should drive to fuller infermstion.
who begins to study God's word this becomes more and more
evident all the time. As one gtudles the Holy Scriptures,
it is the power of God which becomes active and finds its
goal in the life of the Christian leading him on to more

and more study of this Word for training in righteousness

5michard Re Caemmerer, "The wWord of God and the
Bible," Proceedings of the Southeastern District of T
Lutheran Churci=-liissouri Syncds Ghariotte, morth_aaroiina,
1lYol., Unpublished essuy in the possession of He H.
Caemmerer, St, Louls, liissouri, nonpsginated,

61pid.
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(2 Timothy 3:14-17) and hope (Romans 15i14),

The Bible is used not merely to learn certain "divine
truths," but to bring God's active purpose and power to
bear upon humen life, It is used for the force which it
conveys and not simply as a source book for information
about God, The power in the Word is the power of God, and
this Word is bearing upon man in the form of judgment of
God upon sin, and in the form of God's rescue from unbe-
lief end despair. The Holy Soriptures are the Word of God
which is God's activity as it comes to bear upon the faith
and tha.life of the Christian.

The law in the Bible condemns and judges man for sin.
A concise definition of the law is given in article five of
the Formula of Concoxrd.

The law is a divine doctrine which reveals the right-

ecusness and immutable will of God, shows how man

ought to0 be disposed in his nsture, thoughts, words,
ard deed in order to be pleasing and accepteble to

God, &pnd threatens the transgressors of the law with

God's wrath and temporal and eternmal punishment.?

In iebrews 4 the Bible speaks the Word of God's judg=-
ment upon us, and fulfills this function of the Word. Her»
we read that the Word of God is sharper than any two-edged
sword, "pilercing to the division of soul and spirit, of

joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions

7"Formu1a of Concord,” The Book of Concord, edited by
Theodore G. Tappert (Fhiladelphla: Fubletberg rFress,
€+1559), pe 561.
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of the heart."® Ko creature is hidden, but all our
thoughts and actions are laid bare before God. In this
_way the Bible oondemns and judges man for sin, It shows
how man ought to live and it threatens those who break
this will of God and transgress it with God's wrath and
tenporal and etermal punisghment,

The word of God to man in the Bible, however, is not
nerely a word of God's Jjudgment and condemnation, but it
is also an act of rescue in the persomn of Jesus Christ,
This action of the Word of God is summed up in this way,

God speaks and acts His Word of help; le sends iilsg

Bon as iils Word of help; the Hon not only is that

Word, but He speaks a Word which works powerfully in

His digeciplesy also their word to their world becomes

a powerfgl agtion of God on the hearts of msn to turn

them to God,.

God's act of saving is closely connected with His act
of judgment and condemnation, The Gospel is the action of
salvation in Jesus Christ as it comes to man and takes him
out of the depth of despair and 1lifts him to everlasting
glory. 1t is God's greut act. This "Word" Jesus left His
disciples'in order that they might preach and proclaim His
converting, changing and saving message of forgiveness to

others,

Shebrews 43112413,

Qﬁichard i, Caemmerer, "The Word of God and the
Bible," lroceedings of the Southeastern District of The
Lutheran Churcli—-iissouri Lynod, charlotte, North Carolina,
1560, nonpaginated.
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After Jesus had erisen he appeored to His disciples
and showed them that He hed arisen and thet lie had fule
filled the Holy Ecriptures. ''he fact that the desth and
resurrection of Christ is the Word which is to be effec~
.¥ive in the faith end life of the individual here on earth
is seen in the words of Christ to His disciples.

Then he said to them, these are my words which I

spoke to you, while 1 was still with you, that every-

thing written about me in the law of loses &né the

prophets and the psalms must be fulfilled. Then he

opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and

said to them, thus it 13 written, that the Christ

should suffer end on the third day rise from the dead,

end that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be

preached in his name to ell nations, beginning from

Jerusaelem. You are witnesses of these things.1i0
In this way the Gospel sets forth in the Bible God's power
for life. John ssye directly, "these are written that ye
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing ye night have life tarough his name, "1t

The Bible is a means of grace through which the holy
Spirit operates. (od works in the hearts of men when they
use lis Word, and it is by means of the Scriptures, the
Word of God, that the Holy Spirit calls them, emlightens
then, sanctifies them and keeps them. This is the Word of
Ged which is basic to an adult Bible study program in the

church. Because the Bible is the Word of God it is the

10, xe 2u4144-48,

11John 20131,
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one and only source and norm for the teaching of the
church. It is the only standard and norm for Christian
education which is designed to educate the Christian fof
Christian living. It is the resource for the norm of the
faith and life of the Christian just as it is the power
for this faith and life. It is the Word of God which sus-
tains and equips men for service. The Christian who has
been made & Christian through the effective work of the
Word of God draws upon this same Word, the Holy Scriptures.
gﬁ;iggﬁgn?g gggeis Active 1n the

The Christien is to read and diligently to study the
written Word of God. This Word is the resource with which
the Christian equips himself for Christian service. Through
the study of God's Word the Christian continually grows and
is filled with the knowledge of God's will in all wisdom
and spiritual understanding.

A Christian who is fully equipped is one who is fully
equipped to serve God to the best of his ability. It is
through the use of the Holy Scriptures that an individual
is equipped in this way. St. Paul stresses this fact in
his second epistle to Timothy where he encourages Timothy
to continue in what he has learned and has believed, know-
ing from whom he has learned this and that from the time he

was & child he has been acquainted with the sacred writings
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which are able to instruct him for salvation through faith
in Christ Jesua.

All Seripture 1s inspired by God end profitsble for

teaching, for reproocfy, for correction, and for train-

ing in righteousness, that the man of Cod may be com=-

plete, equipped for every good work.le

The Word of God in the Koly Scriptures brings about
spiritual growth. &t, Peter writes, "but grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ."l3
i better demonstration of this is found in the parable of

the sower in Luke 8.14

John recorded the words of Jesus,
"1f you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples,
and you will know the truth, and the truth shall make you
rree."15 5t. Paul wrote to the Colossians,
let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as you
teach and admonisgh one eanother in all wisdom, and es
you sing psalms and hywns and spiritual songs with
taankfulness in your hearts to God.1l®
St; Paul again writes to Timothy, "do your best to present
yourself to God as one epproved, & workman who has no need
to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth."17

In his preface to the Large Catechism Lutrer refers

125 Timotny 3s14=17.
132 reter 3:18.
laLuke 81415,
15onn 8131,32.
16Colossiana 53116,
172 Timothy 2:15.
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to the Vord of God as an effective power of God.

Kothing 48 so effectual against the devil, the flesh,
and all evil thoughts as to occupy oneself with the
wWord of God, talk about it, and meditate on it,

Pgalm 1 calls those blessed who "meditate on God's
law day and night." You will never oifer up any ine
cense or other savor more potent against the devil
than to occupy yourself with God's commandments and
words and to speak, sing, and meditate on them. This,
indeed, is the true holy water, the sizn which routs
the devil and puts him to flights ¢+ « «+ Time and
peper would fail me if I were to recount &ll the
blessings that flow from God's wWord. The devil is
called the master of a thoussnd arts. Wwhat, then,
shall we call God's wWword, which routs and destroys
this naster of a thousand arts with all his wiles and
might? 1t must, indeed, be master of more than a
thousand arts.18

God's Word in the Bible certainly gives the Christian
the resource and the power to serve God and his fellowman
in every way possible, just as it also gives the people of
God the power to witness, The command to g0 and to wit-
ness is found in Matthew 28,

Go therefore and make discliples of &ll nations, bap=-

tizing them in the name of the Father &nd of the Lon

and of the Holy &pirit, teaching them to observe all
tnat I have commended youj and_lo, I am with you al=-
ways, to the close of the age.
The strength to earry this out is found in the first chap-
ter of the book of Acts.
But you shall recelve power when the Holy Spirit has

come upon you and you shall be my witnesses in
Jeruselem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end

lBMartin Lutbher, "Large Catechlism," The Book ofFCon-
cord, edited and translated by Theodore G. tappert (rhila=-
delphias Muhlenberg Press, ©+1959), ppe 359 360,

19Natthew 28119,
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cf the earth.20
John says it in this way,

when the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into

all the truth; for he will not speak on bis own au-

thority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he

will decliare to you the things that are to cone,
¥Finally, Peter records, in his first epistle, those words
which are so meaningful for the Christisn's faith and life
and the way he serves God and his fellowman,

iou are a chosen rece, a royal priesthood, & holy na=

tion, God's own peoples that you may declare the wone

deriul deeds of him who ¢alled you out of darkness

into his marvelous light. Once you were no people

but now you are Goud's peopley once you had not re-

ceived mercy but now yocu have received mercy.<2

The Word of God finds expression in the life of God's
people, God spesks His Word to men so that men speak lis
Word to others. The Bible is not merely for the witness of
Christiens to their Iellow—ChriStians. for the internal
edification of the church, but also to the world in which
they have been placed, In this wsay, the Word of God, as
it comes to us in many ways and especially through the writ-
ten Word, finds expression as it 1s related to others and
a8 it is directed towards others in the Christian service

which we render to them.

ZOActa 1:8,

2l3ohn 16:13.

221 Peter 2:5,1C.
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. The Chrietian's Use and Inter-
Pretation of Seripture

Having referred to the Holy Scriptures as God's Word,
and the way in which the activity of God in Jesus Christ
towards His people is conpected with this written Word, and
having taken note of thé use which we as Christians are to
make of this Word as the motivating power for Christian
living in service to both God and man, and also in witness-
ing to the redeeming act of God in Jesus Christ, it is nec-
essary that we correctly understand the Holy Scriptures and
correctly apply them. There are three basic principles
wﬁich lead to a correct understanding of the Bible.

The first basic principle is that we study the Bible
in the light of its central teaching; Justification before
God is by faith in Jesus Christ. This principle is that
Jesus Christ is relevant to the entire Biblical account of
God's dealings with His people, and the way in which God
deals with us. It is the basic principle and norm of sig-
nificance for thé entire Bible; the Word made flesh in
Jesus Christ is the center of the Biblical message. In the
Bible that which is less than the full truth of Christ, or
that which is peripheral to the truth of Christ, has to be

interpreted in terms of the central meaning, Christ as the
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Word of God,<?

- Secondly, the Bible must interpret itself, that is,
the bible nust intérpret the Bilble. If a certain passuge
is unclear, instead of looking to some outside source to
shed light on the passage, it is necessary to interpret
this more obscure pussage with a clearer passage. This

is, of course, in terus of the Sola Scriptura principle of

the Reformation., The Word is the unopposed and ultiuate

authority.
wWe believe, teach, and confess thet the prophetic and
apostolic writings of the Uld and ew Testaments are
the only rule and norm according to which all doc-
trines and teechers wlike must be appraised and
Judged, &s it is written in ¥s, 119:105, "Thy word is
a lawp to my feet and a light to my path."™ And 5S¢,
Paul says in Gal, 118, "Bven if an angel from heaven
should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which
we preachied to you, let hiu be accursed."<4
¥inally, the Holy Scriptures must be spplied to the
particuler life situation, Unless the Word of God is di-
rected to the hearer of this Word, it 1s of little value,
But the Word does certainly have meaning as God's will for
the life of tihe Christian and as iis plan of redemption
through Jesus Christ. 7This wWord is directed to its goal
in the life of the Christian through the &ct of teaching

eand through a diligent study of tuis Worde.

23p, Campbell Wyckoff, The Task of Christisn Sducation
(Phniladelyhias ihe Westwinster rress, Celudd)e Pe Ele

o4

"Pormula of Concord," The Book of Concord, ppe. 464,

465,
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As this Word is studied there are several ways in
which it may be approacheds Dr. Martin Franzmenn, in a

series of three essays printed in the Concordia Theological

Monthly in 1948, sets forth three basic approaches to the
study of the Bible. ie refers to them as circles, The
first is the circle of language. iiere the interpreter
must consider the language., ¥First of all, he must con-
aidervtho words themselves in 1adiation. and at this tinme
he 1s concerned with usage and the etymology of the words
thewselves, Secondly, he is concerned with these words as
they are used in relation to one another, and here the con-
cern is with gremmer, context and figurative language.25 _
From the circle of language the interpreter moves
into the circle uf history, and here "he seeks to master
the world in which and for which the Seriptures were crig-
inally written."ae This is the circle of history in its
wider sense, that the interpreter take into consideratién
the general culture in which God revesled himself to His
people, The circle of history in ite narrower sense would
include the specifioc occasion that called forth a literary
production, the circumstances under which it was written

and received and the persons addressed. This would include

25ﬁartin He Franzmann, "Essays in Hermeneutics"” (St,.
Louiss Concordia Seminary Print Shop, 1956), ppe 3=6. Ke=

printed from Concordia Theological Monthly, %ZIX (4ugust,
Septewber, Gctober, 194L).

261h1d,y po 7o
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the materials commonly covered in courses in New Testament
Introduction., These materials sre derived from the texts
thenselves, from other Biblical sources, or from extra=-

Biblical tradition.o’
¥inelly, there is the circle of Scripture.

In the circle of Zeripture we pass from skills and
techniques to whaet is rather en attitude, a gift of
God,y & charisma to be prayed for. For we are not con-
cerped with the fuect that what was spoken by man in
times past wes uniquely spokeni that these men spoke
&s "men of God," g8 men "moved by the fiocly Ghost."

we are concerned with that aspect of the Bible which
mskes 1t different from all other texts, however much
it wmay, linguistically and historicszlly considered,
have in common with them; upon the fact that it is
the Word of God, not only the record of God's revela=-
tion of himself, but the continuation of it; that
here God not only spoke through men, but spesais.<8

As & regult, we ars under, subject to, Scripture. God is
King, and liis Word is supreme; we are bound to it. God's
Word is not a force that we can guide and control; it
guldes end controls us. Thias is the Word of God, Lis Holy
Word, which is the center and the core of an adult bible

study program within the church.

27Ibid'| PPe ?"130

281118, , po 13,



CHAPTER V¥
THE CONTEXT OF THE CHUXCH FOR ADULT BISBLE S7UDY
Community in Jesus Christ

Learning always takesg place within a particular con-
text., In Christian education this context is the church.
Christien lesrning tekes place within the church which is
made up of living persons under a living Lord, the church
of Jesus Christ, It cannot be, if it is the church, any-
thing else., "Its authority is derived from himj its life
is dedicated to himj it is sustained at every point, to
the extent thuat it is the church, by his Spirit and by his
reality."l

The Christien's life is through Jesus Christ and in
Jesus Christ., Dietrich Bonhoeffer in his book entitled

Life Together, describes this life as Christian community.

Christian community consists in this, that we belong to one
another only through and in Jesus Christ,

1t means, first, that a Christian needs others because
of Jesus Christ. It means, second, that a Christica
comes to others only through Jesus Christ. It means,
third, that in Jesus Christ we h&ve been chosen from
eternity, accepted in time, and united for eternity.3

. Csmpbell Wyckoff, The Task of Cirlstism Education
(Fhiladelphia: The wWestminster Fress, CelY25)s Pe (3.

abietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together, translated from
the fifth edition by John W. Loberstein (london: SCH Iress
Ltd., 1949). Ee i1,
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Christian community exists because the Word of Ged
exists, A Christian is a man who is no longer locking for
salvetion in his own works, He has found salvation in
Jesus Christ., "He lives wholly by God's Word promounced
upon him, whether that word declares him guilty or inno-
cent.“3 Man finds life only in the Word which comes to
nim, the Word of God. This Word is preached; it is pro=-
claimed., It is a Word of God which, if it is to be effec-
tive, must be brought to the hearer. In this Word the
hearer finds life, HLe is dependent upon this Word which
"God has put into the mouths of men in order that it may be
communicated to other men, For this reason the Christian
needs another Christian who speaks God's wWord to him. KHe
needs hin, first of all, to bring him to faith, and then
he needs him agein and againm when he becomes uncertain and
disccureged. He needs him as & bearer of the divine Word
of selvation. Ie needs his brother solely because of Jesus
Christ, _
A Christian comes to cthers only through Jesus Chrigt,
"Without Christ there is discord between God and wman and
between man and man."4 Chrigt mada‘poace between God &nd
man, for without Christ men would not know God, and in the

same way, he would not know his fellowmen. The way has

21bid., po 12,

“lbido. P 150

s
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been blocked by his own ego, and this same way hus been

opened by Christ to God and to one another. In Jesus

Christ we are one, but only in liim are we bound together,

This
life

we are in him. Where he is, there we are too, in the
incarnation, on the Cross, and in his resurrection.
We belong to him becuause we are in him. That is why
the Seriptures call us the Body of Christ. sSut if,
before we could know and wish it, we have been chosen
and accepted with the whole Church in Jesus Cnrist,
then we also belong to him in eternity with orne an-
other. we who live here in feliowshlp witn him will
one day be with him in eternal fellowship. iHe wno
looks uron hig brother should know that he will ve
eternally united with him in Jesus Christ., On this
presuppogsition rests everything that the Lcriptures
provide in the way of directions and precepts for the
cosumunal life of Christians.”?

igs what is meant by the statement that a Christian's
is through Jesus Christ znd in Jesus Christ,.

The comnunity in Jesus Christ has function. It ex-

ists, first of all, in order that men may worship. It ex~-

ists
Word

in order that the Christisn may hear &nd learn the

and that he may be motivated and gulded by this word.

Within this commuunity men assemble and put into practice

the teachinzs of the Gospel in their lives within the

world, It is within the church that men may come together

for public worship.

it is here that men are guided, trained, directed, and

supported in private, individual, personal worship.
1t is here that men gather around the Table of our
Lord and commune together end with him.®

2Ibidey pe 14s

suka.Off' OPe Gito' Pe 750
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The church also exists in order that the Word may be

preached and taught., The church exists in order that the

proclemation of the Word of God may be brought to the
hearer and become effective in his life. This Word is pro-
claimed because man, although he is 8 sinner, can share in
God's grace and glory and be God's child. The church is
compelled to bring this Word to all men. The Word reproves
and demands of man that he repent when he falls into open
sin, but it i1s also the Word which brings life and light
to the lost soul of man. |
Finelly, the Church exists that Christian fellowship
may be maintained, This fellowship ias in Jesus Christ and
through Jesus Christ. 1t 1aAa necessary activity of the
church, 1t is essentisl to the being of the church, of
this Christian community. Christian fellowship is insti-
tuted with Baptism, it is maintained by the church, and it
is expressed in the life of the individual.

Letivity of the Priesthood

The church is the echurch of Jesus Christ. It is made
up of living persons under & living Lord and it exists
that men may worship, in order that the wWord may be
preached and taught, and that Christian fellowship may De
maintained. God has given pastors and teachers for the
special task of equipping the believers for the work of
the ministry within this church. The Holy Scriptures,
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however, refer to each Christian as & priest of God who
has been given a share in the redemptive purposes which
God is working out in the world through Jesus Christ,
This is expressed in the first epistle of Feter, "and like
living stones be yourselves built into a spiritual house,
to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices ac-
ceptable to God through Jesus Ghriat.”7

The priest has free access to the Father in prayer.

In the home he teaches his children the Word and the will
of Gods He leads the worship of God in the home when he
conducts personal and family devotions. His concern is
with the Word which he brings to-ofhere as he testifies of
the hope that is his in Jesus Christ, He joins the congre-
géétion in the calling and the support of those ministers
who are to preach and to teach the Word and administer the
Sacraments,

The priest of God reads and studies God's Word., He is
entrusted with this Word, and'good stewardship of it is ex-
pected from him. Lie is to let the Holy Geriptures guide
and direct him in all that he does or says. He is obligated
to read, atudy and thoroughly digest this Word. It is for
this reason that within the‘oommunity ¢f the church there is
definitely a need for an adult Bible study ﬁrogram.

Every Christien &8 & priest of God is respornsible for

71 Peter 215.
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the spiritual welfare of others. This is true especially
in the howme but it is also true in the administration of
the affairs of the congregation where the Word is preached
and taught and the Sacraments are sdministered. The bap=-
tized royal priests are joined in a special way to Christ
and to one another. They are at one and the same time the
Body of Christ and individually members one of another,
Martin Luther explasined it in this way:
S50 wir aber Christen worden sind durch diesem Priester
und sein Priesteramt, und in der Taufe durch den Glau-
ben ihm eingeleibt, so0 kriegen wir such das Recht und
Mecht, das Wort, so wir voo ihm haben, zu lehren und
zu bekennen vor Jjedermann, ein jeglicher wach seinem
Beruf und Stende. Denn ob wir wohl nicht alle im
Bifentlichen Amt und Beruf sind, so soll und mag doch
ein jeglicher Christ seinen lichsten lehren, unter-
richten, vermchnen, trdsten, strafen durch Gottes
Wort, wenn und wo jemand das bedarf; als, Vater und

Mutter ihre kinder und Gesinde, ein Bruder, Nachbar,
blrger oder Bauer den endern,B

In Colossiane we read:
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly &s you
teach and admonish one another in all wisdom, and as
You sing psalms end hymns and spirituel songs with
thankfulness in your hearts to God.Y
This Word of God is to dwell smong the members of the church
88 they teach and admonish one another in all wisdom. The
Chrigtian is to nurture others through this Word, and he

himself is to be nurtured in the church as the Word of God

SMartin Luther, Auslepung des Alten Testaments, in i
SHumtliche Schriften, edited by Jobn George walch (5t.
Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1885), V, col. 1038,

9Colossinns 3:16.
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flows back and forth,

Dietrich Bonhoeffer in & chapter of hié book, Life
Together, entitled "Ministry,” puts into concrete language
some of the ways in which we as Christisnse are to serve
one snother., He refers to various ministries of the Chris-
tian. There is a ministry of holding one's tongue and a
ministry of meekness. He ircludes a ministry of listening,
@ ministry of helpfulness, & ministry of bearing ancther's
burden and & ministry of proclaiming.lo The focus is not
merely upon what we as Christians can do for others, but
elso how we zre to oonduct.oﬁrselvea in our relations with
others. Our ministry to our fellowman is not merely an
lidea, but it is something which is to be put into practice
in our lives &s we live within this Christisn fellowship,

The Hely Spirit is active in the life of the Church
through His continuing activity in the life of each be-
liéver. Once the Christian hes been beptized, he stands
in a new relationship to God and to his fellowman. HLe has
placed his life into a.new context, and the force behind
this renewal is the Holy 8pi§1t. It 1s the Holy Spiris
who, through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, places the life
of the individual into a new context under the wWord of God.
The Holy Spirit continues to be active in the life of the
believer. liis body is truly the temple of the Holy Spirit

loBonhoeffer. ops ¢it.y pp. 80=99,
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who dwells therein and leeds the individusl to will the
will of God. By the activity of the Holy 8pirit inm this
Person the Holy Spirit is also active in the church as He
directs and guides the individual Christien in service to-
ward God and to his fellowman. ke begins this activity
through Holy Baptism, and it is sustained and maintained
through the Noly Seriptures and through the Sacrament of
the Loly XIucharist,.

The faith community is brought together by the gra-
cious action of God through the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit makes it possible for the Christian to see and to
respond to God's loving action as he creates fellowship
and strengthens the church for the task of witnessing to
the faith, The church, which forms the context cf the ed-
ucational process, is a living fellowshlp which is produced
by the action of the Holy Spirit.

Fellowship of Christian Kurture

it is within this fellowship that Christian nurture
takes place, We have seen thaet the context of any Bible
study program is the church. This is the church of Jesus
Chrigt, This church has function here on aarﬁh. and this
function ie directly related to the fact that the church
consists of all Christians who are the chosen priests of
Gods Their activity is impelled by the Holy Spirit, and
this ectivity produces results. Aﬁong the results which
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ére produced is true Christisn purture.

Fellowship, first of all, 1s the distinctive mark of
the Christian community. It is not simply to be taken for
granted thet the Christian has the privilege of living
anong other Christisns. Jesus Christ was not always sur-
rounded by His friends, but He lived in the midst of His
enemies. The commigsion of the Christian is to live in

11 "I will sow them among the

12

the widat of his enenries.
people: and they shall remember me in far countries.”
According to God's will Christendom is & scattered people,
ecattered like seed "into all the kingdoms of the earth.“13
However, we recd in Zechariah 10:18,9: "I will gather themg
for I have redeemed them: . » « and they shall return.”
This has happened in Jesus Christ, who died "that he should
gather together in one the children of God that were scat-
tered abroed,"*”* and at the end of time the angels of God
"shell gether together his elect from the four winds, from
one end of heaven to the other."l5
50 between the desth of Christ and the Last Day it is

only by a gracious anticipation of the last things
that Christians are privileged to live 1o visibie

llIbid.. Pe 7o

12, echariah 1019,
13Deuteronomy 28125,
Monn 11152,

Loy atthew 24131
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fellowship with other Christians. It is by the gruace

of God that & congregution is permitted to gether

vigsibly in this world to share God's Word and Hacra-

ment, Hot all Christisns receive tuis blessine;.lg

Christian fellowship makes possible the interaction
of personz through which true nurture takes place. Here
there 1s strength as the Word of God is proclaimed back and
forth, 17This is the Word of God; this is God's activity
among men through men in their lives in relation to their
fellow believers., This Word is the power of God unto sal-
vation., It is in the fellowship of the Christian church
that this power is brought to bear upon the lives of men,

The fellowship of the church, therefore, is the true
setting for a Bible study program for adults. A4s the
Christian carries out his responsibility, his Christien
responeibility to his neighbor and imn particular to his
fellow Christians, the basis for his proclamation and the
resource upon which he must draw is the Holy Beriptures.
A3 we have seen in the chapter immediately preceding this
one, the source and norm for the faith and life of the
Christian is the Word of God &8s it comes to us in the Holy
Seriptures.,

Within the context of the Christian church there is a
sharing in which each Christian "having gifts that differ

according to the grace given to us," prophecies, serves,

1EBOﬁhOGfrBI" ODe mo. ps 8o
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teaches, exhorts, contributes, gives aid, and does zcts of
mercy.l7 Kow the resource is the Word of Christ which
dwells in us as we teach and admonish one another "in all
wisdom," end as we sing psalms end hymns and spiritual
songs with thankfulness in our hearts to God.18 The Word
of God in the Holy Scriptures is the means and the resource

for adult bible study in the Christian's life.

17Homans 12:5-8.

18Colossizms 3116,




HAPTER VI
THE OBJTCTIVES POR A PROGRAM OF ADULT BIBLE STUDY
Pirected to Spiritual Growth

The Word of God brings God's people into being.

Through Baptism the individual becomes a member of the Holy
Christian Church and he is brought under this Word of God
which becomes also the norm and standard for his faith and
life. This tokes ploce within the context of the church.

It 48 within this fellowshlp that the individual begins to
grow and continues to grow spiritually as he continues to
Place himself under the Word of God and continues to study
this Word. 1This leads to a consideration of a number of ob-
Jectives which are essential for & Bible study program wita-
in the church.

As the objectives of cn adult Bible study program are
brought into focus they hinge upon the theology which lies
behind adult Bible study, and they are geered to the pro-
gram of the church. &uch a set of objectives must neces-~
serily begin with a concern for real spiritual growths
The faith of the individual Christian is strengthened |
through the study of God's koly Word. Lre Feucht described
this purpose of bible study in this wayt "The essence and
the purpose of good Bible study is finding, accepting, and
fcllowing Christe We are to grow in grace and in the
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kuowledge of our Lord and Ssvior Jesus Chriat."l This is
found in 2 reter 3:18 where the Christian is called upon
to grow in such grace and knowledge. Dr. Feucht then goes
on to say that,

tpe Christian leader and worker can give only what he

hinself possesses. If his own life has been enriched

by Christ and he is comstantly growing spirituully,
then he will have something to give. There is no sub-
stitute for deep, Bersonal faith, great love and un-
wavering devotion,

The dynuwic central objective is that the adult at-
talns a growing knowledge of the grace of God in Christ
Jesus, his Savior. The faith of the individual is streng-
thened arnd as & result the life of the individual is also
enriched. A growing faith is a fruitful faith., "Those
who are grafted into Christ, the Vine, neturally bear much
fruit.”3 This objective might be worded in this way: "in-
Creasing personal holiness and righteousness, or the sznc-

tification of the believer, on earth, for which the goal is
&lso perfection, though not fully attainable."“ As the

1Oacar E. Feucht, editor, Leadership Fducation Througi
Bible Institutes (5t. Louis: Board for rarish LaucatIon,
Lutneran Church--iiissouri Synod, De.d.)y pPe 1le

21bia,
3Oscar E. Feucht, Adult Fducation in the Local Congre-

etion, Information Bulletin on Christien Education (Gt.
Eouis: Board for Parish Education, Lutheran Church--liissouri

syn°d| n.d.)g, Du 2.

%.. C. Stellhorn, "The Gemeral Ubjectives of Christian
Iducation," Resdings in the Lutheran Philosophy of iduca-
ticn, Thirteenth learbook of the Lutheran Lducation ASS0=-
ciation (Wiver Forest: Lutheran kducation association,

Ce 1956) ] po 70.
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Christian continues to grow spiritually his growing undere
standing of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and
what it means for him leads to an enrichment of his own
life and his relationships with otheré. It will also de~
termine his service as it is directed towards God and his
service as it is directed towards his fellowman.

The second main objective listed under spiritual
growth is the attaining of & deeper imsight into the mean-
lng of God's will es it is recorded im His Word. The
Christisn develops a practical knowledge of God's Word.
This objective includes a better acquaintance with the
mechanics of the written Word. As the Christian reads the
Bible he becomes more thoroughly acquainted with the con=-
tent of the Christian message. He can then be a reliable
guide and a faithful witness to this message. "Unly by
knowing the Bible as he knows no other book can the Chris-

tlan worker serve as a resource person in Christian educa=-

tiony in Seriptural evangslisu, in effective eoul-keeping."5

By studying the Word of God the worker receives the con-
viction, motivation, and meny of the skills which he truly
needs. iie seeks to acquire a knowledge of the chief con-
tents of the Scriptures, Law and Gospel, and the necessary

8kills for reading the 8lble with profit in both the 0ld

5Feucht. Leadershlp Fducation Through Bible lnsti-
tutes, p. 11, :
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and the New Testaments. The adult obtains these skills by
continued study of the Bible to the point that he is thor-
oughly acquainted with it and 1s at home in the Scriptures.

It 1s 1n this way that the Christian develops a deeper
understanding of the meaning and the content of God's Word.,
As he worke through this recorded Word and sees God's ac-
tivity in Jesué Christ, seeing how this is effective in
the life of the Christian and the meaning it has for him,
he begins to grow and to develop an understanding of the
Word. This is a never ending process. There is no time
at which he can sit back and feel that he knows the full
meening of God's Word., This growth is continual and it
continues only as the Christian continues to study the wOrd.-

As he studies the Word the Christian also learns to
will in his own life God's will., - Continued study of this
Word leads him to understand God's will for him and leads
him to will this same thing in his own life. This once
egain is termed sanctification, It is the will of God be-
ing expressed in the life of the Christian. Such sancti-
fication is a gulde to an understanding of the extent of
the spirituasl growth in the individual.

Directed to BSpirituel Equipment
for Life

The Christian i1s eble to stand up under the strain of
modern living only by the resource of spiritual power which
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he receives from God's wWord. God's Word equips him spir-
ituelly. Unless the study program of the ohurch provides
the skills to interpret modern problems in the light of
the Scriptures it fails in one of its major assignments,

The sericus responsibilities of making a living today,
of rearing children in crowded cities, meeting the
bardshipe, triesls, and temptations of life, and the
tensions of a confused and troubled world cause the
nerves of 750,000 people to snap each year in the
United States alone, Adults bear the burdens of life
and fece its meny demands. Those who live close to
Jesug and get spiritual power regularly from the word
of God gan best stard up under the straln of modern
living.

These were the concerne of Dr. Feucht as he set up objec=-
tives for adult Bible study programs within the church.
Dre Arthur Repp in an article in the Congordia Theological

Monthly entitled, "Why emphasizge & Bible Study Program
Row?" brought forth some of the same concerns. The main
concern is that any such progrem must definitely speek to
the modern problems which confront the Christian today.
First of all, a BEible study progrem is needed in the church
because this is an adult world. It is the adults who are
establishing Christien homes. They are the ones who &are
running the ecorngregations, teaching the Surnday Schoolis,
leading stewardship endeavors, participating in the work
of Synod and taking their place as Christians in the com-
munity. It is for this reason that they are to be guided

GFeucht, 4dult Education in the Local Conpregation,
Pe 2o




70
by the principles of Seripture end they need to have an
adult BiBle study program.7 )

Secondly, a Bible atudy progrem 13 needed because of
the increased contacts of Christisn edults with the world,
A good Bible study program is needed to offset the in-
fluence of movies, paper, televiglon, redio, books &nd
. hegazines. The contacts of the adult with the world are
not always as wholesome as they might be in business, so-
c¢ial contects and schools, For this reason & program of
adult Bible study is certainly needed.a

Thirdly, a Bible study program is needed becsuse this
is a sghrinking world, The objectives of a Bible study
program must be concerred with the fact that the Christian
18 bound to the rest of the world whether he likes it or
not.9 And finally, & Bible study progrem 1s needed for
adults because meny things cannot be taught effectively
until adulthood, It is prectically impossible to teach
true responsibility of perenthood to a child, much less the
problems of lsbor and capital or of Christian citiéenahip-
Rew problems arise with adults and these problems are more

and more complex.lo

?Arthur C. Repp, "VWhy Pmphasize & Bible Study Frogram
ggg?." Concordia Theological Honthly, XIX (Deceuber, 1948),
L

Slbid-' Pe 883.

%1014,
10rp14,, p. 884,



971

The Christian must not only have & good Bible study
Program in his daily 1ife, and he must not only be able to
understand the problems with which he is confronted, but
he must also possess the ability to translete God's Word
into doily living. It is for this reason thaet a study
Program must be geared to the problems of this world., This
1s one of the major concerns in setting up any Bible study
program, whether it is within the program of the church,
within the home, or in one's personal study of the Holy
Seriptures, The Seriptures must be applied to daily liv-
ing, and the Christian does this first of all by developing
insights and attitudes. God's Word must be trsmslated into
daily living, because unless it ig, it ceases to be Godfs
active Word, an action which continues in the life of the
Christian., Through the study of the Holy Seriptures, how-
ever, the Christian does develop Christlan attitudes and
insights into this Word and its meaning for his life.

The Christison finds in the Word of God the necessary
strength needed to face the many trials of life with which
he 1s ecnfronted. The Word is not only the resource to
which the Christian can turn for guidance, but more impor-
tant, it is the power which turns the Christian and
strengthens him g0 that he is able to bear up in all trials

and temptations.
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Directed to gpirituzl Equipment
for Christian Service

The Bible study program of the adult equips him for
Christian service. This service ig spelled out in the
thinking and the sotivity of the Christian. First of all,
he develops a zeal for the promotion of the church's pro-
gram. The church as the church 1s c¢oncerned with itas
Christian gervice snd the many ways in which it is able to
serve others as it serves its Lord and Savior. 7The indi-
vidual member of this community of Christiens, through the
study of God's Word, is motivated to support the various
programs within the church, and in thia way he equipa'him-
self for Christien service and the Word beccmes active in
his life as it expresses itself towards others.

The Christian also possesses a sincere concern for the
souls of others and takes seriously his call to witness to
the faith that is in his heart., 3Such a Bible study program
for Christien living is grounded in the doctrine of the
priesthood of all believers (1 Peter 2:9), &nd in the
Bibliéal concept of discipleship, namely, that every Chris-
tlan has a vocation to witness to the falth that 1s in his
hearb.ll |

In your hearts reverence Christ as Lord. Always be
prepared to meke a defense to any one who calls you

llFeucht. Leadership Fducation Through Bible Insgti-
tutes, p. 11l.
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to account for the hope that ig im you, yet do it
with gentleness and reverence,

For this reason there should be a passion for souls and an
ability in each Christian to win people for Christ. There
is hardly any better way in which we can serve our Bavior
than to win others in His behalf. One objective of a |
Bible study program is to equip the Christian to be able
better to witness to God's activity in His Son, Jesus.
Through the study of the Holy Scriptures the Christian is
confronted with the "good néws" of Jesus Christ which he

is to impart to others. In this Word there is the coﬁtent,
the command, the direction and the motivation.

Another objective of an adult Bible study program as

it equips for Christian service is for the Christian to be-

coue lncreasingly aware of his stewardship of his life,
Low-gtandard giving for Kingdom purposes keeps most
churches from realizing more fully their purposes and
expanding their progream. This is traceable to weak
faith, lack of understanding, insufficient knowledge,
and unhealthy attitudes.l?

These attitudes, knowledge, understanding and faith can be

properly directed only through the Word of'God. The adult’
who keeps growing spiritually necessarily becomes concerned
with his stewardship of his life. This, of course, in-

cludes not simply the stewardship of money, but also of -

12; Peter 3115.

15Feucht, Adult Education in the Local Congregation,
Pe 3
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tine and telents. The objective 1s that the stewardship
of the adult should be directed toward greater service to-
ward God and to his fellow beings here on earth,

Finally, a Bible study program equips for Christian
service so that the Christian finds countless opportunities
for lay work in the churchs An adult Bible study program
is bound to give the church more workers. Every orgeniza-
tion, group, class, board, and committee of the congrega-
tion must drew on the adulthood of the church for leasder-
ehip. No church can rigse sny higher than the spiritual
level of its adults. If the church is to get away from the
dilemme of so much being accomplished by sc few, the one
answer is an adult Bible study progrem whick, because of
the nature of the progrem, will lead to a greater number of
lesders and a higher spiritual level within the leadership
group.1“ |

The losses within the church are very often due to the
lack of a good Bible study program. Not only is the spir-
itual level of the leaders much lower, but many Christians
are also lost as their spiritual level dropa below the dan-
ger point,

There is a group that is now moving farther and far-
ther to the fringe. It is made up of people who lack
deep convictions. As a result their religlon means
little to them, and they have no enthusiasm for

41pia.
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sharing it with athers.l5
These losses can be prevented with a compelling adult Bi-
ble study progrem, a program which will show that the
Christiun religion is vital for living.

The three main areas of objectives for adult Bible
study are c¢hiuefly concerned with the Christisn's spiritusl
growth, spiritual equipment for life, and spirituel equipe
ment for Christian service. The oversll objective for the
adult Bible study progrum of the adult Christien is that
he grow spiritually in the groce and knowledie of hie lLord
and Bavior Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit,
turough the study of the ﬁeriyfares. and thaet he develops
Christiun attitudes snd ingights into this Word of God exnd
its wesning for hie life a&s 1t equips him for service to
God snd to hisg fellowman,

151014,

rpntig rmte Dy




CHAPTER VII
THE ADULT BISLE STUDY PRCGM OF THY CHUNCH

ggﬁé;menting Effective Bible

The objectives of an adult Bible study program lecd
to a consideration of the way in which these objectives
are then carried out in the adult educational program of
the church. 7The adult is now ready, both as an individual
and within the fellowship of the church, to approach the
study of God's Loly Word., Such an approach includes prép—
aration and submigsion on the part of the adult.

The adult approaches the loly Scriptures with a pere
sonal conviction of his own unworthiness. E£t. James ex-
borts us to "put away all filthiness and rank growth of
wickedness end receive with meekness the lmplanted word,
which is able to save your soula."1 St Feter stresses
the fact thet real hesrt-searching should precede any Elble
study. He stresses that all malice, all gulle, insincer-
ity, envy and all slander should be put aside.2 Torrey in
his book entitled, The Imvortance and Value of Proper

Bible Study, refers to the fact that the Bible should be

lJames l:12le

2] Peter 2:1l.
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8tudied with a chnlld~-like mind. It should be received
with the confident fsith of a child, never wavering, by
realizing our own unworthiness and in all huwmility receiv-
ing this word of God, we do receive it as childron.3

The adult comes to the Seriptures im the conviction
that they are thie Word of God through which God speaks to
hims The bible attests to its own inspiration and author-
ity. "all Seripture is inspired by God,"4 and "no proph-
ecy ever came by the impulse of man, but men moved by the
Holy Spirit spoke from God.“5 In the Gospel of 5t. John
there is the Scripture's own authenticating witness. "1t
is the Spirit that gives life, the flesh is of no availj;
the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.“6
lie who doubts cannot expect to receive anything from the
Lord.? Unless the Curistian who approaches the Bible ap=-
proaches it as the Word of God, it is of little value.

The adult is fully aware of God's Wword as it is active
in the Holy Seriptures. He finds in this word mot only the
source snd norm for & God-pleasing life, but in addition, |

ke A. Torre I : { Prope
o Ao ¥y The Iumportarce aud Value of I'roperxr
Bible Ltudy (Chicagoil Hoody fressy CelJal)y Pe 53

B

Timothy 35:16.
%2 Peter 1:2L.
Srohn 6163,
7Jamaa 1:G,7
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the power to show forth this same God-pleasing life in his
day to day living., Thie is his comfort and strength,.

The adult studies the Bible with a will which is
wholly surrendered to Gode It would be good if he were to
follow the example of those in Thessalonica, "for they re-
ceived the word with all eagerness, examining the Serip-

tures daily to see if these things were so."8

The Word is
to be studied in order to find out exactly what it teaches.
"Whet 1s this Word to me?"™ In a will wholly surrendered
to God the adult should meditate upon this wWord and its
meaning for him. The adult does not direct and twist the
Word to his liking, but it leads him to asn understandiang of
God in Christ and God's will for hia life.
The adult studies the Bible under the Holy Spirit'e
direction.
Now we have received not the aspirit of the world, but
the Spirit which is from God, that we might understand
the gifts bestowed on us by God., Aind we impart this
in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the
Spirit, interpreting truths to those who possess the
Spirit.9
1t is the Holy Spirit who guides snd directs us in the
study of God's Holy Word, so it is to the Holy Spirit that
the adult must pray for help srd guidance as he atteupts to

understand and to study the Holy Scriptures.

8ictas 17111,

91 Corinthians 2112,13.
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The method which is employed in the study of the Holy
Seriptures or in the teaching of the Bible is directly re-
lated to the particular circumstances surrounding the
learning situation. The problem of method is related dir-
ectly to the nature and extent of the problem to be con-
sidered, It muet take into comsideration the perscnalities
involved., The time for each meeting and the total number
of menbers will be a deciding factor. Also of importance
in deternining the method employed is a consideration of
the physicel facilities and the available resources such as
the persons invelved lu teaching, books, films, and so
forth.lo

It is generally agreed that the study of the Bible
should be a systematic study. It is best to study the Bi-
ble by tooks, that is, read one whole book. It is also
most helpful to read the Bible in its entirety and then
may follow a more detailed study of certain books. Torrey
suggests, along this same line of thought, thet "you never
rightly understand any subject in the Bible until you un=-
derstand it in its relation to other subjects in the &i-
ble.“ll The greater section of the Bible which is studied

et one time, the greater will be the understanding of what

10P3u1 Bergevin, "Heligious Education for édults.“
Relicious Laucabion, LIII (September, 1l958), 4006.

% |
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this ection is saying.
Lrnsberger in his book entitled, A Philosophy of

Adult Dducaticn, stresses thut a&m approach %o the Bible

that starts from the definition and analysis of human need,
from problems identified by the members of a study group,
gives a sense of iumediacy to the study of the Bible.le
There should be no study of the Holy Seriptures without an
understanding of the problems which confront the individ-
uals and the way in which the Holy Seriptures, applied to
these problems, is able to help them to answer them.
There 1s & danger, however, and Ernsberger goes on to show
what thet danger is. ‘

There sre dangers in an unduly one-sided approﬁch

{rom the standpoint of needs and problems of which

the layman happens to be conscious. LIt cay tend to-

ward a pructicalism in the use of the Bible,15
in this way the relevancy of the Scriptures mey tend to be
obscuredy however, in spite of the fuct that there uay be
a danger of such an approach, nevertheless, the Holy &Gerip-
tures are slways relevant and this relevancy should be
noted at all tlmes,

The method of Bilble study should net orly consider

human need, but it should be concerned about the individual

laﬁuvid Je Lrnsber&er. A Fhilosophy of hdult Educa-

tion (Fhiledelphia: The WeBtDiNELEr FLesSSy Cel0uT)s pe 1154

13:bi4.
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86 an individual., For this reasom both secular and church
educators have come to emphasize the value of small groups
for the study of the Bible. Dobler in an srticle in the

l&EEE&gE}ggg; Journal of Religious Iducation entltled,

"Church Looks at idults," states three maejor factors in
favor of small study groups. First, adults heve a great
variety of interests, represeﬁted by various backgrounds on
the one hand and specific practical needs on the other.
This would undoubtedly lead to & natural division of the
adults into smuller groups which would bring sbout greater
ease in applying the Seriptural teachings to each adult.
Second, adults represent many "stages" of understanding in
eny given area of interest, and the results are best when
the members of a study group are on & mcre or less equal
level of understanding., This again would bring about
sualler groups when they are divided in this manner,

Third, learning occurs most readily when the individual

hes an opportunity %o participate in the discussion and be-
cCme an active mewber in the search for new facts &nd mean-
ings, It is in this way that Bible study becormes meaning-
ful for the :lx:ul:l.1r:l.<1ua]..MF Edwerd wWestphal notes this

basic teaching method of Jesus.

Hhe enlisted a small group, most of them younger
adults, They identified themselves with dim and His

lawalter . Dobler, "Church Looks at Adults,® Inter-
natienal Journal of Leligious iducation, XaiVIL zBecember.
Sr)s dla
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cause. Through their vital fellowshlp with their
Teacher their lives were so completely transformed
by their experiences that the world is different to-
daye. Their attitudes were changed--toward children,
toward other races, even toward those who opposed
them. Ais they woried together with one snother and
with their Leader knowledge inoreased, skill in deal-
ing with people incressed.di?

The method of teaching the Holy Seriptures which is
favored by many within the small study group is the in-

ductive method. It begins with the particulars and, as it

progresses to generalizations, it bases its conclusions on
these particulars. It conforms to the laws of investiga-
tion and reason. 1t is for this reason that it is espe=-
c¢lally suited for the study of the Bible by adults in smaell

study groups. This method is generally preferred becsuce

1t makes the individual adult search the Scriptures for
himself., 1In this way the adult becomes scquainted with
the Scriptures and develops a method of Bible study which
is most rewarding. Dr. Feucht favors the inductive method

of teaching.

The adoption of procedures and the making of assign-
ments which lead the student %o such direct, personal,
firsthaend use of the beriptures is an important &nd
ofttimes difficult, but always rewarding, task of the
Bible teacher. As students employ the recommended
procedures in practice, they will reap the benefits of
independent and original study and will know the joy
of firsthand discovery, and will grow in desire &nd

15:avard P. westphal, "Adult Education through Church
Organization,” Internationsal Journal of heligious Lduca-
tion, 1X (November, 1952)y 413
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ability to present self-discovered truths to others.t®

The method of teaching the instructor employs should
lead his students to & direct and barsonal use of the
Bible itself. The satisfying and successful use of the
inductive method requires this direet, firsthand approach ,
particulerly in 1ts initial stages. It reguires an inde-
pendent gquest, employing textbook or commentary as second-

ary, accessory tools. The primary textbook must be the
Bible. 17

Developing a Unifying Progran

The study program which should be established for the
study of the Holy Scriptures will increase the use of the
Bible in formal educationel settings within the ehurch.

The program of adult Bible study itself will be a unifying
quality which will run throughout the total program. This
is true, first of all, in the common worship of the church.

The American Bible Society im a tract entitled, The Fastor

and Ways of Using the Bible, emphasizes this,

From the beginning of the Christian community the
Seriptures have been a part of its common worship,
such as the singing of a psalm and the reading of the
Gospels or from the Fauline or other Letters. Gtill

16Oscar E. Peucht, editor, Leadership Education
Through Bible Institutes (5t. Louis: bBourd for Parish EKde-
ucatlon. Tutneran Churche~iilssouri Synod, D.d.)y Pe 49.

171p14.
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later, passages or phrases of Scripture were quoted

in other parts of devotional services and were the

ingpiration of hymns. Today, in addition to these
partial uses of Leripture, it appeers most distinctly
in the reading by the minister, in the responsive
regading snd as the basis for the sermon.lg

The pericopic system used by many pastors in the se-
lection of their sermon texts, the use of Scripture in the
Propers of the service and in the ordinary all lead to a
unity within the total prograem of the church, especislly
within the church service. Church services reach more
adults than any other sgency snd more regularly. The good
sermon supplies not only the Biblical foundation for the
whole life of the congregation, but it leads the worshiper
closer to Christ. In this wey the Bible is present in this
formal educational setting within the church.

The Bible is also an essential basis for the adult
confirmation program of the church. Within the setting of
the adult instruction class there is publie reading of the
Bible which is carefully planned and prepared in connection
with the wvarious topica. There is the use of the Holy
Seriptures as the source and norm for falth and life. Any
instruction which neglects the holy Scriptures neglects
its own strength and authority. Within this setting the

people are encouraged not only to participate in this

18, merican Bible Bociety, The FPastor and Wsys of Using

the Bible (New York: The American Bitle Society, n.d.),
Pe Yo ;
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publiic reading of the Bible, but they are also encouraged
to read it in their howes in prepearation for the following
session and for deily meditation and worship,

The Bible study by adults in the formal educational
Betting of the Bible class vitaiizes the ontire congrega=-
tion and its activities. It is mot too difficult to draw
& relatlionship between the size of the adult Bible class
and the vital program of the church, Where the percentage
of the members who attend Bible claess is high, the vitality
of the full program of the church i1s aleo at its peak.
Where the attendance is at a low ebb, the lack of interest
is also seen in the general attitude of the mewbers. Dr,
Feucht also stresces this fact.

The Bible Class 1s second only to the sermon. 1In

lesining values it oftem ls superior to the sermon,

The BEible class permits questions and answers, the

handling of the Bible, the sgtudy of reference pas—

sages, and the give and take of discussion. Many peo-
ple will never get into the 8ible itself unless some-
one guldes them and supplies the weekly stimulation
through & Bible class. Bible study by adults vitalizes
the entire congregoation and ell its activities. The
average expository sermon gives 30U minutes of the Bi~
ble to the parishioner. The good Bible class gives

from 30=45 minutes more of God'g dynanic wWord; an in-
crease of 100 to 150 per cent,d

A Bible class which does not c¢ell upon the resources

of the Bible is weak, and it is missing a great opportunity

lgﬁscar E. Feueit, Adult Education in the Local Con-
regation, Information Bulletin on Caristicn hducation (Gt
Louisg: Board for Parish Bducation, Luthersn Churchee
Bissouri Synod, n.d.), p. 2.
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to bring the message of the Holy Seriptures into the lives
of the wembers of the church. A Bible class should "help
to reclaim Sundey for the gtudy of God's Word, put Bible
study on a weekly basis, mske parents snd adults examples
in Bible study to their children,”?® In some churches the
problem of a good time for such & Bible study class has
been solved by having Sunday evening Bible classes or weeck-
day Bible clusses, These may be conducted im connection

el However,

with a fireside hour" or the evening service.
the most likely time for a Bible discussion group is on
Sunday morning during the regular sessions of Sunday School,
The teacher training and Sunday School staff meetings
also offer & good opportunity for the proper study of the
Holy Scriptures. These meetings are very importunt for
the teachers in order that they might be able to properly
set forth the Bible stories &nd the teachings of the Scrip-
tures to their children. There ig hardly a better oppor-
tunity to study the Holy Scriptures tham that which pre-
gsents itself in fhese study groups. Wwhere only the teach=
er's manual or the Bible History boock is used to suumserize
the Bible story, and where the Bible 1s neglected, the
children too are neglected for the teacher 1s 1ll equipped

to teach,

EOUSGar Be Feucht, Studying His kord (St. Louis: Con=
cordia Publishing House, 194S), Pe £e

2l

dbid.



87

The study program within the program of the church
includes not only a program of formal education but an em=
pPhasis upon the informal Biblical education of its members,
The main source of such teaching is within the home. A4
gocd study program encourages the use of the Bible in the
home. fThe Bible should, first of all, have the central
pluce in femily devotions'and secondly, each member should
develop his own personsl Bible reading habits in the houme.

The Bible'ehould be central in the family devotions.
This does not exclude the use of devotional helps because
such eids are very helpful, but they should not substitute
for the use of the Bible, The parents set patterns not
only for their ehildren, but for their children's ciildren,
When the parents themselves understand, read and enjoy the
Bible, the child too will read and study the bible with in=-
tereat.22

The American Bible Society suggests that the home is
the place "where the Bible shogld be enjoyed as a Book read
by people together."s? Their discussion of the Bible will
be & discussion of the book which is God's Word and which
guides tiem into the knowledse and love of God. ©Such bBible
reading must include all members of the family. ZLach
should have ﬁ part, not that each should be expected tc do

221biﬂ¢. PPe 93y Dhe
23Americau.sible doclety, Ope cit.y PPe €y 7.
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the same things, but that the Bilble-reading program should
be varied and flexible. It should be interesting and
should be combined with whet goes on at church, Sunday
School, school, home end a2t work. The early Christians
hed Bible reading daily in their homes. This practice is
noted inithe book of Deuteronomy.

And thesze words which I command you this day shall be

upon your heertj and you shall teach them diligently

to your culldren, and shall talk of them wien you sit
in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when
¥ou lie down, and when you rise.

The church should not only enlist the home, but it
should also develop & coustructive program of sgervice to
the home., It is suggested that the church should give the
home guidence in suggesting ways and means for & good Bible
centered devotion. One such outline of Bible study is the
following., The devotion begins with a Psalm or brief in-
formal prsyer followed by & Scripture reading. There
should be comment and guestions by the leader followed by
discuseion end application. This is followed by a hymn
verse sulted to the text and a prayer on the text, related
to the needs of the family. 7This would all be concluded
with one of the benedictions or a dexology.25 This is a
suggestion, With such helps, however, the church is bet~

ter able to foster Bible study within the family. The

aaneuteronomy 61647

25?eucht, Studying LHis Word, p. 53,
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congregution might also send out a suggested list of Bible
readings during such seasons as Lent cr Advent.

Family devotions is not the only use of the Bible
which should be present in the home. The chureh should
&lso encoursge individual Bible reading in the home. Pri=-
vate devotious sre necessery for one's own spiritusl growth
ténd welfare, There should be time for meditation and resd-
ing, whether the individuszl sets up for himself a program
of concentrated study in a small portion of Scripture or a
rapld overview of a larger section, it is in this way that
he will find for himself the source of comfort and strength
necessery to meet the trying needs of our times,

The study program of the church also encourages the
use of the Bible in the parish program. In this connec-
tion, the voter's assembly is called upon to meke Eible
study an integral part of its program. This is well stated
by Dr. Feucht.

Lutheran congregation is to be & Christian democ-
racy, that is, the members themselves are to be

Judges of right doctrine end biblicsl practice. To

fulf£ill this function, they must be well versed in

Scripture and have spiritual judgment on all matters

that concern the church in the modern world, The

voters' =gsembly should be used to give psrt of that
preparation. irief topics presented in various weys,
cerefully plenned in edvance, and fitting the needs of
the parisn will help.<©

There is also unparalleled oppoertunity for greater use

2 EGFeucht. Acdult Lducation in the Locul Congrezation,
Pe °




g0
of the Scriptures in the evengellism program of the church,
Bible reading provides not only the incentive and method
for evangelism, but it is also the means behind 1t. It
encourages continuous growth and a willing desire to share
the "good news" with others. This has been put into prac-
tice with what is referred to as "NMission study groups.”
Those who are willing to set up such groupa find not only
@ sincere Jjoy in reaching out to others and offering to
them the rich blessings of God's Holy Word, but they them=
gselves grow in understanding and in love.e?

Finelly, those who meke church calls in the parish
find that the full richness of these calls is in the study
of the Holy Scriptures. They f£ind that smong the perish-
ioners there is a genuine interest in the Bible. The read-
ing and discussion of some familiar and appropriate pas-
Bage may, therefore, naturally become an essentiel part of
the visite. It is in this Word that the one upon whom the
call is being made finds comfort and solace. |

The study program in the church also enlists all the
organizetions in a wellerounded Bible study program. These
parish orgeznizations cem gresatly lncrease the emount of
Bible study offered in a parish. The time which is given
to Bible etudy in each group varies, but they should not be
merely "social groups,” but they should be part of the

27ﬁmerican Bible Societys 0p. gite, pe 17
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Congregution's program of sctivities for all adults which
is once aguin Bible centered., Their interest should be
for the edification of one ancther, the building up of
true Christian fellowship in the Word of God., This cannot
be asccomplished apart from the Holy Scfiptures. These ore
genizations should rother become agencies to creafe proper

attitudes, stimulate Bible study, and encourage Christian

action.28

Pr. Feucht offers these suggestions of what e2ll organ-
izations can and should do to help build up the Bible study
program within the cﬁu:ehz

l. HZelp build uy the Bible classes in which their
group would be naturally ianterested.
2e Allow tize on the Boclety meeting schedule for
sible study.
e Ltimulate personal Bible reading with the "Bible
book of the month" suggestions [a schedule for
Eible reedingl.
4, Give to iBible study sustained support and consist-
ent promotion in these ways.
te Get reports from the bible classes &t business
meetings.

b, wWork toward the goal "every youth and adult in
bible class."

c. Lncourage the use of our Bible study muterials.

de. Enlist participetion in Bible study conferences
and workshopss.

e. Help the ccungregetion purchase bocks on Eible
study for the e¢hurch library.

f. Diatribute Bible Study and Bome Devotion tracts.
Ge Enlist menbers in teacher training courses, Iu~
theran Bible institutes, and other leadership

sciio0ls. 2

2aFeucht. Studying his Word, pe. 6l.

291bid.. PPe 624 63,
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cuci a study program within the congregation calls
for prayer and work. Frayer 1s vital for success in Bible
study. Bible study is a spiritual quslity in people, It
is the Holy gpirit who i1s the igent who creates e real love
for the Holy Scriptures. The preyer is for a larger meas-
ure of God's Holy Spirit in the hearts of His people. We
pray earnestly and consistently for the success of the
Bible study program in our personal devoticns, at the far-
ily altar, in the meetings of our groups and organizations, .
in executive &nd planning committee meétings and in our

public worship.,



CHAPTExR VIII

THE WCRD OF GOD IN THE ADULT BIBLE STUDY
PROGHAM OF THE CHURCH

Knowledge and understanding of the theology of the

word of God ie essential for God's people &s they particie
pate in a program of Bible study. The teacher of the Bible
should understand and apply this theology in his teaching
of the Bible. The learnor should understsand and apply this
theology as he searches the Scriptures. The theology of
the Word is the dynamic basis for ell adult Bible study for
both teaciier and learner., The activity of the teacher is
to be grounded in his convicticn and faith that God's Word
is vitael in tue life of God's people. The activity of the
learner is to be grounded in this same conviction and faith.

. The primary concern in Bible study is with the Word of
God and its relationship to man, God's Word comes to man
to maike him swure of the fact that he is a simner who coues
far shiort of what God requires of all men. God's Word
ccmes to man to reveal how God reacned out to man %o rescue
him from sin and make him & pew man in Jesus Christ, for
through the Word of God a new covenant is made with man
baged on love &nd not on law, The heart of God's word 1is
God's act in Jesus Christ, &nd how, according to God's

full plen of redemption for man, God sent forth iis Son to
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take upon Himself men's sin, and by His suffering, death
and resurrection to relezse man from the bondage of sin,
The central symbol of the Christian feith is the cross
which portrays God's redeeming act in His Son Jesus Christ,
The redemptive sct of Jesus Christ upon the cross places
man in a new covenant relationship with the Father. His
rising again to life seeled the victory over the dominion
of sin and its consequences,

The Christian Gospel proclaims the fact that it is
possible for man to be re-created here and now and lifted
out of the bondage of his sin. This re-creation takee
Place, first of all, in Holy Baptism. In Holy Baptiem the
individual sinner becomes a new creature who is placed un=-
der a new covenant and who becomes a member of the body of
Christ, the Church. God in His mercy forgives him and ac-
cepts him as His child, giving him the righteousness of
Christ.

1t is within the setting of the church that the new
creature, brought under the Word of God through Holy Bbap=-
tism, remains under this Word. It is within the fellow-
ship of the church that the Christian is strengthened and
nurtured as the Word of God is brought to bear upon his
life. Within the church each Christian is an individual
priest who is enabled to participaﬁe in the redemptive
purposes of God. As & prelat he has free access to the

Father, and he is also responsible for the spiritual




95

welfare of others. JBSecause he is & priest he needs the
Word for others. It is his responsibility to study the
wWord of God and to proclaim it.

The new life in the Bpirit which is begun in Holy
Baptism continues to grow in Jesus Christ. The Word of
God in the Holy Zucherist continucs to strengthen and to
nurture the faith of the Christian, end the Word of God in
the Gospel continues to awaken and exercise faith. The
Christian continues to grow and %o mature spiritually, but
only in as much as the Word of God is brought to bear upon
his faith and life. le clings to the Word of God which is

the source and norm for his faith. The Bible as the writ-

ten and recorded Word of God is the resource for the train-

ing of the Christian in order that he might be wise in the

Plan of God for his salvation in Jesus Christ. The Word of

God as a living force is the means of srace through which
the Holy Spirit operates in man and strengthens him in his
faith. The Word of God, therefore, has an importent place
in the life and fasith of the Christian. The Christian who
reads and studies the Word is equipped for Christian serv-
ice, and the Word of God finds expression, then, in his

life.
An adult Bible etudy program within the total program

of the church is essentials It is essential that the Word,

the redemptive act of God in Christ, be brought to bear
upon the feith and life of the Christian. God's Word is

o ayrr—
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powers It is the power which actuates life and living,

and it operates through the proclamation of redemption.
The influence of the Word of God is not simply upon the
mind, but upon the Christian's actions. It is a power
which results in activity when the Christian will draw
upon it,

This poper has attempted to lay down the basic theo-
logical prineciples of an adult Bible study program within
the church. Because of the limited scope of the paper the
practlcal aspects end implications have been limited to
the stating of the objectives which grow out of the theo-
logical basis and the progrem in general as it should be
established within the congregation., There are various as-
pects of an edult Bible study progrem which have not been
considered. If this paper were to be extended it would be
essential to consider the adult in greater detail., It
would be useful to ccneider basgsic adult needs, adult dif-
ferences, centers of influence in the lives of adults and
adult growth and maturity. There might also be a consider-
ation of the curriculum of an adult Bible study program be-—
yond the scope of the Holy Scriptures. 1t would be bene-
ficial in a practical manner to fully develop the practical
implications of this theologicual basis of adult Bible study
and consider its full importance in developing & curriculum
and a total program of adult Bible study.

Adult Bible study and specifically adult Christian
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education is an expending field in the total program of

the church. The practical aspects of adult education or

of Bible study mmong adults demands that there be a solid

theological foundetion on which to build and progress

This paper has been en attecmpt to formulute such & theo-

logical basis, _ |
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