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IHTRONUCTION

One of the featuves that marks the Missourl Synod is the fact
thit for o long period of time it has been able to retain the Germman
languaga. Por yeava it has held to the German language as a defonse
agalnst liboralisa and rotionalisa. Heile Heuver writes in The imeri- -
cen Journal of Soeiology for 1925:

Undoubtedly the fact thet this chnxch has identified
itself with the language interest of the family and the
culture group hao much to do with its growth and strength
v o o It might easily be shown that in this cuarter (Es-
sourd Synod) nore then anywhere olse, the Seruan languase has |
boen effectively sreserved unto bthe third end fovxrth
goneration, nobt as a link with Gernan and as an insu-
lator againat Americs, bub os an insulnior of an older
group life agelinat both. The strongest apgesl of a sep—
arate llnguistic and edweativnal mediwa bas been for its
value an a protection and a means of domestication and
ircwnisation sgainst trationalisa!, fmaterialismt, 'ine
diffarentism!, against the paganisn of the state schools.t

It was 78 yoars before half of the services in the synod were

conducted in the' English language. For many years the founders of
the Synod zealously guarded thic clwrch againet the invoads of the
English longuages. To many in Amerdca Gemen and Iabhoranism were

1. C. Hundinger, Government in the Misscusd Symod, p. 216 footnote Ll.
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gynonymous. Up unbil the first World War thig body was officially knmm)
as the Gexman Evangelical Luthoran Symnod of iHissourdi, Ohlo, and Other
Stategs In the constitutions of most of the districts and congregations
wo £ind the word "GermanW,

During the early years of the church in Missouri the people bad a
gront foar that thoy would lose their confossional ILathiran stand if
they gave way to the English language. Germom was thoir nmother tongue.
oy couXd not speal: nor even understand English. "As late as Harch,
1842, C. F. i, Walther did nobt lmow encugh English to translate a lot-~
ter which he hnd iritten in the neme of Trinity Congregation to the
Vestry of Christ Church, St. Lovig,"2

iizlther and Sihler wore to some degree opposed to the English lan-
guage in the Chuxrch. Sibler led the {action of the Ohko Synod to ex—
clude inglish frxa the cowrse of study ot the sominaxy in Columbug,
Chio, In lialther!s congregation, Trinity, Ste Louis, a paragradh
was included in the constitution to assure the fact that Cexrman would
alvays Lo the language used in divine servicese
Wislther and the majority of the congregaiion wanted

this paragraph (1L) to be unalterable and nonrepealable.

Some nembers had thoir nisgivings sbout the unaltorabil-

ity of this paragrash. The problem was solved tempor-—

arily in the noxt meeting, Anril 3, 1843, when an ad- 7L

dition wes made to paragrach 21 gtating that the con-

gregation repavded their clurch ag an ingtitution for

Gorzan Iuthorans to maintain divine services as they

bad had them. Bvidently thoy comnoccted orthodoxy with

langunge, which was done repeatedly in the ligssouri ‘/,« .

Symed, a hobit which stemmed from C. F, ¥i. Walthor in
kg youth.s

2. Op. cit. p. 206, footnote 15.
3. Tad . Ude
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However in the face of this Baeplor in his book says, “Professor
Talther in particular was sager to promote English work.'l [ did in-
vite a mombor of the faculiy of the Illinois State University of Suring=
ficld, Illinois to come and t;onduct English sorvices. Nobt much eame
of this becawse there was not mich interest. e mﬁ, algo, thet "at
the Jubilec Symod of 1872 Pasbtor Theoe. Broim stregsed the importauce
of usin: the English languaze in the work of cur Church.” 5

Tho tawere was an aversisn of the paators and peonle Yo the
English language t:ds aversion was baged on the fear of false tsach- 3
ing wihich would creep in with the new language. Those conpgregations
worc entirely Geraan so they folt that it was their duty to look )
after their ovm needs first, bofore esbtering the Enplish field, o8

g\ Tho firgt English eermon prenched by a MHiassowrd Synod aember J
proached by Candidne lirolm in 1841 in Porry CountysS The Ohio Synod
wag doing exbonsive work in English and in the early yoars anyone who
could not wilerstand the Gemman was reforred to theme In 1872 the
English Bvangolical Luthoran Confercnce was orgenised ob Gravelion, Ho.
This organization bore the biunt of the English work. It petiticned
for adnittance to the Synodical Conference and o tho Vestern District.
Toth bodies refused to grent tho petition. Oub of this conference grew
"The General English Evangelical Iatheran Conference of Misgowrd and -
Othor States® in 1888, Rivht congrégaticons end eloven pastors gathered
at Nethlehem Imtheran Church in St. Louis. Tho they were in dootrinal
agroemont with the Hissourd Synod, they were not alloved to affiliate

le U. Daepler, A Century of Grace, p. 190«
5« Ibid. P 1.;1.:
60 Ibid. z}l 190.‘
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because of the languazo barrier. In 1899, a conferance was held boeteen
ropresentatives of both Synods to discuss the affiliating of congregationa.
Out of tihis conference came the decision that German spealding congrega—
tions would see!l: comection with the liissouri Symod and English spesking
congregations would affiliate with tho English Symod.

In 1890 this Synod changed its name to the English Bvangelical Iu-
thoran Symod of IHagourl and Other States.

In 1905 the iiissourd Synod dissolved its English Mission Boaxd
since the work of this growp was being undertaken iy the Digtricts. Ab
this time three Immdrad seventy-six ststions hnd serviees in the Inglish
languagze,

Constont negotiations were carried on by both bodies to rench an
Wlﬁon. Finally in 1911, when both Synods were meeting in St.
louis, the English Symod was welcomed into the larger body as a disirict
on the basis of the Cleveland Articles of Umon. ihese articlos re-
guired that the publishing busincss be transferred to Synod, that the
Lutheran idtnoss bocone the English paper for Synod, that Inglish might
bo usad by nembers of the Znglish district, that a resume of the mimutes
wore to bs road and printed in Engliah, th:ttthemsimbom_.dofﬂn
English Digtrict be allowed to ostablish missions wherever it felt the
need. |

On Moy 15, 1911, the Lnglish Synod as a body was roceived into v
menbership in the lissouri Synod as a district. Lt

mm&g}iahmwtmamdwmmmmm
that this was the only group within Synod that used the English langungoe 7
Tiie wns tho only grouwp that exclusively used this langusge. There




were nrany congropatlong whore the sorvices were bi=liniual.
Daring the J0's and 90's of the nineteonth century and the first

decades of The twonticeth century we find tiv second and third gonorae
tions of the foanding fathars coaing to the fores. The Hissourd Smod
hod naturaliy oxpanded. Then peosle were brought up in two lansuages,
the Languago which Lhoy used the most, Inglick oni the language of their
religion, Corasne In Ghe schools, on the strect, and in the storzs,
officos, and factories, thoy used Eoglish, Ab church and to some dogree
2t home thoy uged Geraan. Heny now wore more fmdliar with the iImglish
then with the Gorman. This caused concern among the Yold guerd". They
falt thai a certain degree of orthodoxy would be lost if they gave vay
to the Inglish langunge. Iany of the older pastors ﬂmJﬂ: against tho
rising tendency because thoy could uob gnealk Egzgliuh. Thay wore handie
canzed, The youth, the future of the congrogation, were out of contact
with ¢.eir pasbor. One oxmwle eibed by Pestor Bledermamn in his cg-

ay, "The English {muestion,” rosd bofore the Cemtral District in 1903
shald suffice. I cites the ease of a young 1ad, uho an the brink
of death, dutifully jnincz' the pastor in a Gepman prayer; when, hovwever, he
saw his mobher crying he reverted to his mothor tongus, the English to
canfort her. This is one example in many where the youth dutifully

learnod or robhor memorised tho Uerman Bitde passages and the Catechism,

but u:,cd Lhe Inglish language for 21l othor uscs. s S

Pastors hovever with the older mesburs of the con@agations v}.g- | 1

|

orously ouposod 21l attompts o change frax German to Englishe r"‘wny‘ i‘ AR Y] |
folt the doctrino would suffory thoy thomsolvos would suffers then all S

arpumontg foll by the side, bhey fimmly called attention o i fact



that neny of tho congregetional constitudions forbade the use of any lane
guage cxoopt the Gernan langunge. They falled to roclise that the vord
of God is not linited to any ianguage, that they were losing menbors,
thot they were not doing their Clristian duty over against the English
spealing peoplo in their neighborhoodse e

Such was the history of the language quostion to the end of the
first decade of the twentieth cenbury. At this tinse nmeny congrogations
were doing some Bnslish work. Symod had on Enplish District set amide
for the specific purpose . of promoting English work anong the states.

During the years £ron 1910 on o find a gradual transition froa  /
Gernan Yo Bnglich telking placo in the Districts. In some Districts, those
in which the Gernen olement were less praminents we find the change tak-
ing plece nore repidly. In some sectiona of the country there smas baxdly
iy change. The peak was reached in 1925 when half of Synod still usod
the Geraan lanzuage in sorvices.

Areng vhe social and econcnic reasons for this chenge we find
theses

1. Voxld ¥ar I with ite anti~Cersan feelinzs.

2. the %kird and fourth genorations wore coming bo tha Torey
they used little or no Uermale

3. the rige of new congregatiosnge
o the urbanizaticn of the membexs of Synod.
Tho firsb resson is an important one. So greab was the change

during the wax years that in 1919 a statistical report of the languages

used in Synod was included in the Stetigbticel Yosr-Bool Yor that year.
Tn this peper we are limited do the infornation contained in the

official Synodical ond District Procoedings, the editorials and nevs—
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ites in the Imtheran 'tnoss, and the tabulated statistics given in the

Stetistical Yoar-Baok. These works reflect in a genersl way the trond
of Synod. Tho reader must bear in mind that the transition wns general
but not cmplete. _The frangition has- not..sbonped even in tiis day.—On

-----
o
R

e “official records the transition may be comploted, ub in the lower )

echelons of our Synod ve stﬂlﬁ:ﬁthatt?aﬁamlmwisusad./
In some instances waevenﬁndn.tuaedmluaiwly ~

e nniam
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Since the melo-up of the Synodical body does not ollow for a defi~
nite decision to be laid dom 6o bring aboub a changs in such things as
languago, the transition accomt of the Gynodical body is very limited,
For zn overall pleture of this transition in the yosrs 1922-1947 we
cuote the folloming from Prof, Buepler's booky A Combury of Grace:

Daring this period the transiticn from the Gernan to English
language was practically completed in Synod's congregations,

ot the meelings of its DMistricts and at the conventions of

the Genoral Body. Since 1917 the nroceedings of the Dele-

gate Synods appeared in the English lengmage. Synod, in

1926, awpointed an asgistant secretary for its English

minutes. AL the convention of 1929 an English sermon was

preached in the opening sorvice in addition to the German

sormon. In 1930.the Germen minuted wore discontinued. Only
an&uglishsemonmgimatthabpaningafthﬁommﬁon

at Fort Viayne in 1941,

Becoming a bit more specific we find that the Synod becano very
intorested in the woriz smong the English speelking pconle of our om
land in 1911, vhen on ¥y 15 the English Synod becane a district
within our omn Synods Officlally now Synod had an English spealking
orgen in the form of the luthoren Witness. As to the trend in lan-
guege in gomeral it veporis in the Xy 22nd, 1913 issue: "Tha muz=

ber of ecatechunens confirmed in ¥nglisk in our German districis is

T Baopler, op._cib. p. 276
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constantly on the increase, Ono District reports that out of o total of
960 cateclumens, 310 were confirded in Inglish.n 8
&gliahsmieewm&omthghmmadmﬁngﬂmpeﬂoﬂﬁm
1910 to 1919, The Statistical Yoaxr-Book of 1937 veports that in 1910
L71 stations had English services. In 1919 this had risen to 2,492,
This tremendous increase is due alome to the fact that wo embered in a
war with Germany, The use of German was looked vpon vwith dlspleasure,
this e’:comta for tho sudden tranendous increasqs _
Yhen Symod gathered for its convention in 191} we £ind that for
the first time areport vms made in English. In that pame convention
itimad\;cidedtopnblishmﬁgsndainthemanmd&glm- Du-im‘
the celebration of tho ¥alther One HEmdredth !i.'miversur.'r wo find that

two English lymns woroe sung and an aldress was given in English, At
the sane time ot the fiftioth anniversary of the Teacher's College abt
Rivor Foraat, Illinois an English amxl o Gorivin sormon were delivered.
These things are gignificant when we realice ﬂ;ut'ﬂ:m i ssouri Synod was
sti1) prodominantly Goman. To neny in fach 4t was known os She Germon
Lutheran Churche ,

In 1917 tho United St::\tos entored the first Yorld War, This was
the gignal to launch a bitter campaign to eradicate from the United
States anybhing thal touched on the Germanic. leedless to sy, that
a raliﬁmxa organization carrying the nano %Ger:an” bore the brunb of
these attacks. Tho attack was not upon the Ceneral Body, thorefore
we ghall discuss thes situation as we take up the tronsition in the
Districts., At this time Synod found it wise to drop the word "Geruan®

8.. Iﬂ'bhel'ﬂl %'ﬂ'h_:esa, E!W 22, ]913, Pe GG.-
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from 1ts nmae. Thus in the convention of 1917, when the revised con- o/
gtitution s adopted the word "German” was dropped 2nd this bLody be-
cane knovn officially as the Ivangelicecl Tutheran Synod of Missourd,
Ohio, and other Utates. '

Tt wms also b tidg ¥ime thet o need was seon for movro use of
the Englich longuage in the Seminarics and in Synode Tho English Dis-
trict prosented a memorisl to Synod to provide for more work in Inglish.
The fact that most of the work required the lmowledge of the German lan-
guage seted as a barrier for the student from the English Jistrict. Ac-
cording to the Lelnunstelt published by Synod for tho years 1910-1917
the average muriber of courses taught in L“:iglish varied at St. Youis frou
three to five courses over tho perdod of three yenrs while at Spring-
Tleld ve £ind that seven courses were teught in the English language.

For the 191 convontion an assistant So tho segretary was ap::oinﬁ-—
ed; he wrobte up a brief sumary in the “nglish langucge. In 1920 the
Rov. P.F.Bente wes elected as assistant to the General Secredary. It
ws his duty to read an Echgl."r.sh sumary of the preceding proceedings
before cach session. He also published an nglish report of tho con-
ventlion business.
7~ In 1923 Trinity Bvangelioal Ta Ton ; Eﬂ
netitioned Symod o maize Inglish the official langusge. Synod refusod |

/

/' to adopt this petition on the grounds that the tize had not yot come to/

exolude Goraan. A% this bime S of the sorvices were still in Gemwn
in our civeles and 463 were in English, Synod further stated Shab u7/
churchos should be gabisfied if English is allowed on the floor of S}';l-
ode ‘Yie asgwio thet this had been the practice since 1911 and per!mpa{' :
before in deferonce to the English speaicing brethren. \
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Three yoors later the English Evangeldicsl Imthoran Clmrch of Our
Jedeemor of St. Lowls, petitionod that the "official procecdings bo
.;'lpﬂnted in the Inglish and in the Gersan langunzes in parallcl issues."?
I Synod resolved that the reports should be publishod camlete in hoth lan= |
i!gmgas. In this seme conventlon $ho Southern Distwict petitioncd thet |
| the English be made the official langusge of Symod. Again Synod refused, |

but pointed out that both languages wore to Le useds In 1929 we £ind - -

that the resolutions wera to be printed in both langungss. I waantt un=

o

$i1 1930 that the reading of the Cermsn mimitcs were discontimued. This 1

is the last reference in the Sgmodical Proceedings to the uoe of Gerzan
in the officlal transactions of Synod.
Symod. hovever 43 still conseious of ibs tic to the Gornan lan-
ae. 1% 5till publishes the Iuthermner and the Ralendar for its Ger-
man spualdng minority. In 1946 whon the lasb official report ms pub-

lished 15% of the services in Syod wore sti1l conducted in the Cormen
langeages In this sonno yeor we {ind'that 925 of the poople attended

inglich gorvicon.

_—

-

9. Synodical Procecdings, 1926, p. 150«
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II, Tho Transition os Tb is Roflected in the
Districts fron 1910-1919.

Doring the course of this decade we £ind sixteen Districts male
ing gome speecilal offort in order to solve the language question. Tho
congregations of the Districts were especially hard pressed because
of the anti-Gernan fecling ongendered by the World War. Iowevor this
g not affoct the Districts until the latter part of the scoond decade,

In tho Atlantic Districtimission report of 1912 we find that out
of tirenty congregations which were subsidized scven had English sor-
vices. In 1913 this mmber had increassed to fifteon congregationa oub
of trenty-three congregations. 411 of theae congregations had Gernan
services. In 1915 the mmber of mission congregations decreased to
oixtecn clurches. Of theso nine also had English servicese.

In tho Central District we road in the Procsedings of 1912 that
Pastor J. . Kossmamm wap asked to malo up an Znglish repart of the
procecdings., This report was to te fifteen pages in length. It was
stated that any pastor that wished a bi-lingusl report was to hond his

" nome to the gecretary.

In 1910 the Xonsas District resolved to asi Synod to publish an
English edition of the Agenda. In this ssme year we find that the eo-
say read before tho Minnesota and Dakota District was to be published




in Inglishe

In tho Southern District we find a groot deal of intorest dlaplaysd
in having that Distriet change from Oorman to English. . In 1913 tho repord
of the conventlion was to he published in the Iuttzzran._’._-i_:}_t_t_xpig and in the
Southern Tutheran. In e report publiched in the ITutleran Witnoss we

:'ead;

After disposing of preliminarics, the Rev. G. J. Waganer, .
President of the Symod,; read tho cusbomsry Synodical address..
It dealt with the "language question® in our Southern churcle
©g. It was stabted thot in recent yoars & gradual changs had
taken place thnoughout this Digtrict Smod as rogaxds the
languzge emnloyed in tho conduct of our clurch servicos; that
four-fifths of all our cimrch work today must nceds be done
in the English language. Widle this transition fron Gorman
o English night be doplored by gose, we nevertheless £imily
beliove that our fathers! faith is canchble of expression in
our childron's lansuage, S8GE11, just at thie crisis, more
s0 than at any other time, our ende~vor rust be to naintain
inviolato cur glorious felth and a sound Jubheran practice.
It might be statcd hore that, ab a lat°r scssion, a co=aitice,
conplsting of Pastor 0. Wismer and tho undersigned, was e-
lected to roport whether scme recognition ought o bo given
to the chanpe of languzge, spoken of in the President!s re-
port, on the floor of Smod. This committes roccmmended
that, ot future convonticns, the discusgions be conducted
in English as well as in Germon, and that the business pro—
ceadings bo mrinted in the bnglish lancuage only. Actisnlcnm
this report was deferred witil the next mecting of Symod.

In the Iatheran WWiness of August 10th, 1915 as part of a report
of the Soutlhorn Digtrict Synod we roads

Upon recuest of the congregation (St, Jolm's, Hew Orleans,
La.,) entarteining Synod as well ag of the Hew Orleans Pestor-
al Confercnce, this service, for the first time in the history
of this District, was held in the English languages Tiis
change wms decned oxpedient by the partias maldng the requost,
in oxder to create a livolier intorest in our conveniions a=—

10. Iuthoran Witoess, dume 25, 1913, ps 9k.



mong our laymaon. After organization had hoen effected the fol-

louwing morning, Symod sanchbioned this actiom of its President,

but found it necessary to taite up the lanpuage question also

from anothor angley for ib developed that soveral delegetes wore

incapabic of exprossing thomgelves in the Gorman language, In

this connaction it was pointed out that our District had in re-

ality becomo an English-Oeraan Uletriet, that fully three-fourths

of our worlk in the South is carrded on in the English language,

ank! Shalb we can hope to gain the interest of mors leymen for

our gesgions only if we make those intelligible to all, Synod

met the isgue in the following mamner: In the future, Symod

is 1o be opened with an English service; both lam{,«".laﬁga are %o

be pormitied on the floor of Symods a German and an sSngiish

ossoy are Yo bs recd ab fubture meotings.

The first Englich essay abt tldes convention s deliverad by the
Rov. A. Wimar on "Roligious Indifferencels

However in the lnbtar holf of this decade we £ind important sirides
veing made in the transition. The foree wideh trought about this change
in 2 Clmych which prided itself in having the pure docteine in the OGer-
man language wes a force outside of the Clmwch itaclfs Thio force was
the atiitude of the government mnd people toward exything German, The
warzongers anong the Allies had done a very good Job of raising a fear—
ful and vieious hate for mﬁiﬁng Goyman in the ninds of the peovle. In
the emall toims of tho country mob hatred grow into violence against
anytlhing Gorman. A maris of Gornen was the Jerman Inthoron Curch.. A-
gainat this Church then the violonce of hate was unleashed. In soze
states the feoling ran go high that the state govermment wes foreed to
pass laws prohibiting tho use of Ceramn in the churches and schools,
even on the public higimay. Tils was a sovore blow to the rural chureir-

ca of our Syrod. Tn 1919 we £ind that 625 of our people vore using the

11. Iutboran Viinoss, August 10, 1915, p. 247.




Gernan longuazge in thelr services.
If we oxamine these first available statistics occording to Dis-
tricts we Tind this pictare in 1919:12

istrich Engligh Gorman
Atlantic Olt 365
California & lovada hs 55
Canada n &9
Centrol o 60 - X
Centyral Illinois Il s6
Eastom Lo 51
Jowe I3 57
Kansas 3l &6 .
Hchigan 29 -
Hinnesgota 21 79 -
Hebraska 33 &7
He Dakota & lfontana 36 &l
Horth I1linois 2L 76+
Horth 'Msconsin 29 T1-
Oregon & Washington I 59
South Dakota 33 67
Southormn 83 - 17 -
Southern Illinois 3% 6l
Southorn Visconsin 25 75-
Tezag 3?2 68 -
VWiestern 5l )

As e digcuss the ovents witkch took place in the war years we note
that those arcas wilch were affected by laws prohibdting tho use of the
Geran langunge were those in which two-thirds of the membors wore ser-
viced in the German language.

In the Atlantic Districh we f£ind the addition of an &lglish assistant

12, It. 1ust be remembered that all percenbages used are taken fram
the Statigtical Year-Book of our Synod, unless otherwise spacified.
Those percontngos tho based on & comparison of the gouls in parishes
using all Gorman, more German than English, mlfnnd!mlg,m&le-
ligh thon Gopmsn, aod all Bnglish and the total mmber of aguls re-
ported for the Digtrict, represent the lanzuage used in the services
and not the percentage of attendance.

Statdstioal Yoar-Pook, 1919s Pe 115«




secretary in 1918, In that year tho first Znglish edition of tho Dist-
rlot Procoedings was published., Thirteen lumdred and one wore ordered
in the Goxman langusge and nine hundred and edghby~threc wore published
in English. In the 1919 convention 4t was decided to have one of the
Synodic2l. services in tho English langunges

In the Californmia and Hovada District whore the languages used
viere half and Lalf we find that in 19192 a District papor was author-
ifed to bo published in a German and lnglish monthly versions Orace
Oongrogation of Los Angeles petitlonod that the District Procosdings
‘be published in English also. Synod howover refused on tho grounds
that the time had nob come for this to talke place.

Our pastors in California had this to contend with as reported

Two bills that have a bearing on the use of the Ger-
mon language in our schools have been oported to us fron
California. Scnate Bill Ilo. 22 nakes it unlawful. to
toach the Ueran language in any public or privato school,
or to poermit any publication in the Gexwan language to be
used or distribuiod or used in any such schools, or to
have a place in agy school library. Tpis bill, if en=-
acted into law, would not only/eliminate Geman instruc—
tion from our sechools, bub also fron our college at Onle=
land o . o Both in comnittce and on the floor of the
Sennte 2 very bitter spivit of opposition fo tho use of
the Gormen langunge for emy purnose whatsoever was mani~
fested. vhen one of owr nastors wms before the Senate
committes, he was told: 'If this bill interi‘:chwith
your relizion, then hang your religion on a : for a
while and be Americanil! hen it was up for digeussion
in the Scnato, the opindon was voiced that the German
language chould be "abolished from the face of tho
garth!, . . An asmendmont confining the teaching of
the Gernan languege to collagos was loabts » « It still
has to pass the Assembly to beccme lav, Bill Ho. 311
provides that all instruction-in private schools to




7

given in Uhe English langtegs. DIl Ho. 191 prolibits tho use

of any foveign language in any religious or sectarian mectiag,

ml::;:,lm; the ritunlistic portion (liturgy) of tho elmrch

In the Caneda District where the German was otill by far thoe nro-
doninant languege we £ind thet at tho convention in 1910 an essay on
UThe iiar The Host Terzibhle Judgment of God In The Light of Holy Scrip-
tures” was translatod into English by the Rev, flbert Dodes

' The Peoria Rook Island Conference of the Gentrel Illinois District
requested the 1919 convention to have an English essay read at the nect
comvention, In tho future, it was also docided; tho Dusinass Report
would be nublisihwd in both lanzsuagea.

The 1919 convention of the Contwel District was meorislized by
Trinity of Lvansville, Indisna, to have an English essay read in Syn=
od, to have the Procsedings published in both languages, @i vo have
et least ono English service held during Synod, This memorial was a-
dopted.

In the statos of the Centrel District wo find that these do-
velopments took place:s In Ohio, YHouse-bill llo. 15 contains these pro-
visions: Common school branches in axy public, privabe, or parochial
school. must bo teught thra the mediuxm of English, ‘*Other longuagos
thon the English may be tought in such schools, but only as an addition
or auwrlliary to tho English longuage,! One of our pastors writes us
that the zuthor of tho bill gays that it does not probibdt the toach-
ing of Bible History and Outechism through the m:]:l.tm "f the Gernan
langunge, nor's:ill the teaching of Jeram a5 & nmhoi‘ studrbe af=

13. Ixthoran Sitnecs, April 15, 1919, pe 117




fected by the law, The earlier press dispatches regarding this bill,
it appears, did not reflect the tonor of it eou'acw."m

A fovi wecks lator the Imtheran Witness stated,

As wms forecast in these colummz a fow weeks 280,

the ogit=tion against the use of any other language

but tho EZnglish is spreading into a mmber of States

hitherto unaffected br the movement, In the State of

Indiana a mumber of bills have been drafted, and are

nowr vnder congideration by legislative comitieos,

which in one’ form or another aro designed to elimi=

nate the Germon language from all common ochoolse

Howover, a great deal of opposition has devoloped,

and the legislztors arc evidently not in a rush to

pass moagurcs which are rogarded cs infractions of natural

~ and constitutionnl rights by a large part of the com-

mmni it 15

Again, "The legislature, Fobruary 25, passed a lair which
rrohibits the teaching of the Germen languege in eny private and paro=
chial schools of the Steta."2d

In the Bastern District we find that the Salem-Paradise Parish
of Troutville, Pa,, memorizlized the 1919 convention to allow the
use of English on tho floor of Symed, This congrogation submitted this
nemordal because they could find no delegate who could use the Germon
lenguage. Synod rTesolved to have an English secretary translate the
aimites, to havo essays read in both languages, =nd to allow the use
of English on the floor of Symod.

In the Towa District thowe was much agitation concerning the lan-
guage question. In its report the School-comexittes urged ¥ho mebers

of tho 1918 ‘convantion to pee to it that English he used as much as

1. Iatheran fitncss, Fobrusry 18, 1919, p. 52
: THd Taveh Ty 19195 pe 13,
16. m. darch 18, 1919, po %




poseible in the schools. In the 1919 conventiom the Southorn conforence
potitioned Synod to allow thoso delegates who could not use Serman to
use Inglishe Tihis regolution wes adopted as was the one calling for
the nublication of a short resume of the procecdings in English. The
English Ronort pointed out the difficultios the parochial schools under-
wefits “In onc county mobs olosed three schools, bl drove awey teacherss
Some congregations decided to close thelr schools indefinitely beeause
they could no longer tsach Jerman in the schools. In a lotter to the
Io:m State Logislatwre the District School Committee wxites, "It is
trae, there was trouvile in cartain localities. Schools, .churches; and
parsonaces weye painted yellow, doors were broken open, books destroyed,
ote." Iy tids lebter thay were voicing their opvosition Yo the Dean
Bi1l, a drastic and radicol mespure wiich would proldbit the use of Jer—
mon in tho grade schools. The Comaibiee pointed out that the bill ran

'counter‘bogood sense, 40 good government, The Doax Bill waa passed in

Iowa. It forbade the use of a foreign lamgaage in tho grade schools in
all secular subjectse
In 1916 the Xansas District resoived to publish an English edition
the Businoss Report. In 1919 the so-called patriotic language lavs
dealt 2 mortsl blow to soue of the schools in the district. According
to the District Proccedings two schools were closed in Colorado, nine in
OXlohoma and eighteen in Kansas. The Iabheran Witness quotes the action

token in Kansas.

At a meoting held in Topela tho following idess vere
esbodied in a seb of resoluticng:— 10n account of cone-
ditions under which we ara llving, conzregations should

17, Iuthoran Witness,Harch 18, 1919, p. 87.
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rather sacrifice the Gorman than the mrdvilege of have

ing a school 2t all. Whon there is no nocessity for do-

ing so, tho change from Corpan to Fnglich should not be

aade chruptly. LReligious ingstruction in English should

be taken up, if nod exclusivelys ab least partly parel-

lel vith the Gorman, Teachers and teuncling ministers

ghould bring their course of instructisn in hacmony

with thet of the public schools. Application of those

principles ghould be made to English preaching 23 cir-

cumstances require or permit.!" 18
Tho law pagoed in Ksnsas was of such a nzturc, that even tho it made
Englieh tho only medium of instruction, i% would not hinder cur work.

In Oldohemn we £ind, "March 26th, our parockdal school at Lone
Wwolf was ordored closed. Similar action was pending for 211 Lutheran
schools in the State of Oklahonma, whon a rousing loynlty meeting of
our peorle 2t Enid, followod by preseatations to officlals, saved the
situation, The German language is dwopped from our achoolse™ v

Perhaps the most berd-progsed District in regard to the language
questi-n vas the Hebraska Pistrict, The Nobraska State Council of De-
fence in 1918 requosted that all schools using the Corman lenguage dis-
contime doing so. In & roport to the Council of Defonce the School
Comittee of the District pointed out that ome hour was used in school
to study the German language whon four to four and one half hours vere
used for the study of subjects in English. Howcver in mony parts of
Nebraska the countios forbade the use of Cerman in any form in any place.
In mony cages the isoue wag forced with violence. In a rebblo rousing
editorial the Pittsburgh Chronicle-Telegraph of iy 3rd said,

1But there are signs of coming roform. Some of licbrag=
kals n=inoricans eve due for a rude shock. "Under a8 new

18, Tbid. KW?B 1918 De 165.
19, oo, Git.
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law all teachors of Gormen mmst obtain a special permit
fron the State Council of Bafence.” Geraen is tobe no
longer a professed subject of stndy. "Thore has bocm a
gudden domend for tor and feathers,® The Council of De-
fence is urging good citisens not to take the lar into
their owm hands, but to veport all cases of alleged dis=
loyaliy to the authorities. However, even those who have
the least gympathy with nob nethoils mugt zgree that un-
less the Fedoral authoritias are arcusei to nore vigor-
oug action, "we nay hear of wrorse cases violence than
have yet baen renorted f£rom Nebraska."!

The Var Council appointed by the licbrasks Matrict adopted xeso-
lutions to the effsct thet when English services wore mendatory, the
pastors should aid one anothor in bringing the tord of Cod to the people
in English, that the churches cooperate with the Stato as much as possible.
In 1917 the legislature of Hebraska passed o bill which affected our
schoola. It forbade ithe use of foreign lsnguages undor any circumstances
in any clesentary school.

In the Synodical convontion of 1919 we find that the delegates re—
golved to print a sumary of the corvention in the Hehrasis District Messen-
ger,

Tn 1918 we find thet the North Dalote and Montena District publishe
ed a group of principles in Englich to show their loyaliy. A= to the sit-
uation in the stote of Hontans, the ILutheren Witness quotes the following
extract from a letter:

Tae Honbana Council of Defence, about throe wooks

50, procmigated an order prohibiting the uso of all
Corais du toe pulpibe We heve boen in conforence Tith
the Covernor and individual membirs of the Councll.
tie have been asgured an opportunily to oxplain ou:'
caze a2t the next rogular meeting of that body on sy
27, e have a mmbsr of fusgian congregations where
we could do nothing with the English language. If
tiie order stands wmaodificd, it will simply make it

20. Ib'.ld., Do 16!4.
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impossible fox our "c!. to bo about its Lusineas—
preaching the Gogpal.

In 1917 waricus drastic moasures werce introduced in the Tegislo
tare tutb wore defeateds Until laws oomld be pasged, the order of the
Dafence Council sbood.

In Tho 1919 Froceedings of bthe Horth Vigoonsin District we find
an aonendment to tho urbicles of incorporation to strile cub the wrd
"German" in the official nomoe of the District, Sinee Symod led tho way
in tids rosceet overy Digtrict followed her oxample.

In the opening pages of the Oregon and ¥Washineton District Pro-
gseodings of 1910 we find thabs YAt the close of tho scrvice the Presi-
dent of the Mistriet, the Rev., L. Stueber,; laid before Smod the reasons
that had prompbted hin to make arrangemants to have the sessions of Syn=
od be conducted in the Emglish languages Synod fully approved of the
aciion of the President.t <2

In the raport of the Mission Board it is mentioned that the school
at Paul, Idaho, o flourlshing school, was closed because of the German
language, Th wes hoped o reopan 4% in £211 ag an Buglish perookial
school. The Luthoran iitnose of lixy 28, 1918 quotes the fuct thab Idaho
prohibits the use of all languages exceph the English langunge. In 1919
the District again revorbed to the German but resolved o print the Pusi-
ness Report in German and English. It also required that all short re-
ports were Lo bo writien in both lenguages and thot o1l long reports
mat be accompanied by an English regumes

The South Dakota District, uherc 675 of tho people usod the Gorean
language in gervices, was another District which suffered much bocause

21. I (3 eit-
- Oforfashington District Pracosdings, 2918, Pe 3.
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of tho predoninmmce of Geman. %o quote from the Procoedings of the
1918 Convention:

Order Iumber Foury issued by the State Council of
Defence of South Dakots, effective since June 1st,
forbidding the use of the Gernan langusge in divine
public worshi:, caused mch distross and agitztion
anong the older membors of our districts On Satunday
afbornoon,; June 15, M. ¥W. S. Bill, of Mitchell, renrc-
senting the State Couneil of Defence, appoaved in our
midst to explain the rule in question and give the nec-
cossary information. &ach pastor was givon permission
to arguo his case, and gtate conditions and requirements
in his own parish. In sevaral cases ag high as LOS of
the membexs could receive little or no benefit from
Engligh mreaching, Thoy were advisod to present their
case once nore to the Council with proper proofs, 23

As an axenple of the extrome feoling againat the German language
in South Dakota the Lutheran litness cites the cxmple of the County
Council of Defence at Amnour, South Dalota. The meetingwas held to
give the ministers a choance to state their case. .!hm'er- a 1ol ontered

the meedinz and sbtaged such a violent demonstration that the sheriff
was forced to cloar the mecting room and the Couneil, under durass, was
forced to yield to the mob's prqgsum and forbid the use of the German
longuage, £

Tho Lutheren Witnesdof April 29th, 1919, reports:

The Governor of South Dakota has since issued o
proclamation disbinding the State Council of Defence and all
County Councils of Befense; and all orders, which have boen
ismued, including Orders lo. & and Ho. 13, which forbade
the use of the Gernan language in churches, Sundey schools,
over the telophone, or in public places, am.rnseindad. One
of the last official acts of the Btate Oouncil was the adopb~
ion of a resolution expresping thanks to the Gemman-spealdng
pagtors of tho state £or their cooperation in the movepent
which were insugarated to help win the war. How that the
German lengusgo is azain allowed in public worship, overy
congrogation will have to wisely and tactfully solve the o,
lmguaze quesiion sccording to loocal conditions and needs,

ol Tt T o T 25 19 o 136.




Tho Governor of So:th Dakota went on record to conderm any sup=
pression of forelign languages, and recommendod rather, more education
as a moans to JAmoricanize the pooplo,

The Southorn District Proceedings reports the following:

A potition was roceived from Chrigt Clmreh, How Orlesng, In.s
wging Synod to adopt the English language as its officicl lan=
guage for the following reasons:

1) The English langnage has become the prodouinant
language used in our churchwiork here in the Southe. .

2,) Congregations experience considerable difficulty,
as natters now stand, %o #ind delegates o spaak and
wndergband the Gorman languooges

3») Only tiru the mediom of the English language csn
our laity receive full banefit of what trenspires om the
floor of Symod.

is) The printed Proccedings will receive a groater cir-
culation only if they appear in the English languages ;

Althouzh this petition was reported upon unfavorably by
the nmajority of the comittoe, Synod, after discuosing the
matter at length, resolved to adoph the English language
2 its official lamguags, Synod further resolved to pormit
Wwonﬂso tousaﬂzeccmanlmgdaaemt!wﬂoor
of Symode

Certain axcas of tho Toxas Diatrict, where 637 were serviced in
German, suffored from anti~Gernon foeling: In Caldwell County the
Defense Council after hearing the petition end reasons of tho Gorman
Tuthoran Congrogetion urged the membors to use the English language
in their services for the common good. The Congrogntion agreed to
change as soon as suiteble Brglish books oould be obteinad. The Luthevan
Yitness =lso carried a0 account of the convieticn of five ci.tisens of

25, Southern Distwict Proceedings, 1918, pa 46-U7e
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Dishop, Texas who were charged with agsault upon one of our Jatheran
pastors. For allegedly conducting a Gornan service he was whipped with
o leathor stxap.

This hysteria concerning the language gquestion in tho couhtry was
not Linited to tho exnuples cited zbove, Ilinois mxl Hissourd also suf-
fered wnder lenguage laws as did rmoesota and Michigan, Pemngylvanie
with its large nurbers of Geramang hed a very forasightod Covernor who
vetoed and condermed all language bills,

This hystoria, as can be goon, had gone effact on the iissourd
Symod. However at the closc of 1919 62% of the mombers were sorviced
by the German language, Certain arcas, as we have scen, zuffored more
than others, The constant plea during the war years was to let the is-
suo gobtlo 1tself. In due time it wowld. Poreing the issue brought
heortache and misforitunc, Tho the language question in our Synod wos
by no means settled, the cvents of ‘1‘1!10 last half of the socond decade
added impstus to a change whieh vas long overdue,




IIT. %ho Transition as It is Roflected in the
Districts from 1920-1929,

The World Yar was over, but the anti-lernan gentiment had not dis-
appoared. The generation which grew up in this decade was removed from
the inﬂut-m;:a of the (orman language, In the homes the language was rapid-
Iy bedng replaced with Englishe. Officially the Districts were to somo
degrec reluctant to pert with the Gorman. Stetistics howevor reflsch
that moro Inglish services were being conducted. In 1920 LOF of the
services conducted wers in Engligh., Ten yesrs later we find that thds
percentago had risen to $7%, ihen we consider that in 1946 85% of the
services wore in Paglish wo find that the increase of 173 in the second
decade iz a considerable increasa. -

In tho Atlantic District LG of the services were conducted in Eng-
lish and in 1929 613 of the services were in English, During this peri-
od this incrense canged some changes in the official language of the Dis-
trict. In the convention of 1921 it was resolved to include an English
sectlon in the [Mstrict paper. The next yoar the geal of the Digtrict
was changed to Inglish and the word "Deutsch” was omitled, Part of the
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Businees Report was printed in Englishs In 192h tho English language
becane the official. language of the Digtrict. Reports and memorisls
wore to be printed iu both 1onguei.";ea. Both languages could be frecly
used on the Cloor of the convention, and it vas shipulatod that a trans-
Jation wvould be rondered for whoever wished it. By 1928 recucsis for a
Goruan edition had reached such a low that it ws decided to discontime
the printing of suchk an oditicn unless morc oxders cowld be found. The
financial mﬁaydnlmtwmwbiﬁ,mrmﬂdamebaro\nﬂtom-
late the essay into Goraan.

In 1920 ovor half of the services in the California snd Hovada
Digtrict were in inglish. Yot-in 1922 the District refused to adopt the
the resolution offcred by Trinity Congregation of Paso Robles, Cxlifornia
thet the ngiish language be made the official language. Tnstead Synod
adopted &lie following procedure: '

1. Use of an English secrebary.

2. Ioports were also to bo made in English.

3. The aftornoon devotion wen to be in English,

In 192l part of an English essay was roed. By 1929 the percentage of
English services had increased to-69i. . |

In 1921 the Cenada District published the District Proccedings in
English,

Tho ono half the services were conducted in English in the Central
District in 1920 4&e inereage in 1929 was only T8, In 1921 Bov. W C.
Polaok was elected the Lirst English secretary. In the Proceedings of
that, year we £ind an English roport included, In 1927 weread that bhe
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Gorman edition of the District paper was discontinmued bocause of ths
dearth of maltorial, lack of tims to tronslate, and the duplication of
materiol was not noeded,

In 1928 the resolution of BEmemmel Ev. Iatheran Church, iArcadia,
Indiana to malre the English langoage the official one of Synod, s a-
dopted. There werc to be an English and Georaan sormion in the oponing
servico. The nessage of the District Preosident aml tho principle essay
vere to be in English.

During the twentics the percentage of Inglish language services
hmasedfrmldﬁto&ﬁinthoﬂmalmimiamﬁrict. tio find that
in 1921 an English secretary was appointed. In 1928, a year in which
the Report wns mimeographed, only twenty-tuo Germen Reports werc asked fors
In this conveniion the Prosident was empowered to give his address and
report in English, It was asked, however, thzt only dolegates and under-
standing both languares be sent to the convention.

Tn the firet comveaticn of the newly organized Colorado District
in 1921, the Froceedings wero printed in English, Only the essay was
printed in German. The following year the mimutes were read in both
longuages. A short English essay was algo reade. Altho in 192k a Gex-
mon and an English secrotary woro sppcinted, in the 1927 convention these
positions were changed to secretary and assistant seeretory. In 1929 we
find that 718 of the sorvices were in Englishe.

In the Eastevn District there ws an increase of 10j5 in tho musber
of English services conducted. In the L9th ammal convention tho name
of the District was changed, The word "Gorman’ was dropped, During this



convention the duties of the inzlish sccretary were outlined. The sec=
retary was required to prepare independent English mimtes, to translate
all notions in the Gorman languege, Yo give tho giat of all reports mnd
overtures made in the Germon language. As % the Roport the convention
could choose one of the three ways of publishing it, olther n. Gorman Re—
bort with an English rosune added, a bi-lingual Report, wmwgg-
porte The next convention rosolved to publish two distinct Reports,—-
one in Znglish and one in Gorman. In the 192l the potition to use Eng-
lish on the floor of Synod was referred to the Trustees. The following
year the convention decided to publish only one bi=lingual Report since
the demand for a soperate Germen one was not groat onoughe * Two years
lator, in'1927, only an Bpzlish Boport was published with the Gernan essay
included,

In the Iowa District the porcentage of ¥nglish used increased from
432 in 1920 to 59% in 1929. In 1921 a District paper was begun, published
in Englinh and Gomaan. In this same year it was declided to publish the
essoy in Germon with a short English remme together with the Busincss Re-
port in English, In 1922 this wes modified to the extent that the essay,
the report of the District President, the report of the Synodical repre=
sentative, the reports of the mission hoard and trcasurcr were to appear
in English, Tt was also docided to have a shork English essay recd ab
the eonvention. In 192l the first Englich edition of tho Heport appoared.
Rev. O, Mieting was the English pooretaxy. In 1927 the Eaglish secretaxy

becano the asgistant secrotarys
An 18% increaso from 3h$ to 527 was registered in e




during the twenties. In 1922 e short reswme of the business procoodings
appeared in Inglish. ﬂmamahter@lnmemorthecmvmﬂon
were rocorded in Bnglishe A% that time an assistant secretary was elected
to record the mimitos in Englishe

In the Manitoba~Saskatchewan District 27% of the services woro only
in English in 1929,

* In tho Mdichigan District there was an increase from 33% to 51% in
that ten year periods In 192); the convention resolved to print tke Pro-
teedingg in Gorman and Englichs Shwam&lg]hhomhadasyntm
E’-Wnsﬁshorbresmaoftheﬁcmanonewmtobum. It wag further
resolved to have o short Englich ossay rcad to the convention in the fu-
ture, To 2id the secretary an assistant secretary was added, A yesr later
the convention decided that the Procoedings were to eppoar in onc pamphlety
the essoy in the language in which it was read, ond the Businoss Report in
Englishs. |

During the period fron 1920 to 1929 the use of tae English language
in the services of the Iinacsote District increased fram 257 to L7% In.
ﬂw:ismwmmads “Resolvedthatﬂnwﬂeﬁmwﬁlﬂm
wnﬂnnbapubushmlmtmsmmdxmnshpapworwmmﬁm The
addtﬁauoftl:eprasmmutoappearmthoameﬁ.ﬁm,mdtmaw
xoad during the convention in tho English edition, inyono desiring a cory
of the Bnglish kindly order tho smme.’ 26

mmwmahmﬂmMosmthMsww
memmfmaagtohgﬁaurmgﬂmwmuum. In 192k a meaordal submit-
ted by St. John's of Hillnotte, Tlinols, asked thet both an English and

26, Mimesota District Proceedings, 1928, ps 15
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German egssay be givens it further asked that an Inglish and a2 Geraan sum-
mory of the raports be published and thet the financial report be published
in English. Tloee yoars later en English secretary was added. In 1920 the
Southern Pastoral Conforcnce memorialized Synod to have all roporis and reso=
Iuntions printed in English and Serman, to bava the devotional services in
the morning in Germon and in the afterncon in English, to have only &
sarvices during the convention, tho pastoral and the school service, using
the languages altermately,

In the Horthorn Nebraska District we find an incroase in the English
languagze used in services from 337 to S4%. In 192k we find that the Pusi-
ness Roport wes to be published in German and English, In 1927 an English
secretayy wms clected. A year later the convention decided tho followings
“Rosolved that during the sesaions of our District the English language bo
used more frecly and that all important resclutions Le presented in both
langusges before being put to a vota,n27

In 1921 the language law prohibiting the use of German in the cormaon
school was declared invalid by 2 julge of the Dodge County (Hcbraska) Dis-
triet Court, R

In the Horth Wisconsin Districh there was an increase of 183 in the
use of inglish from 309 to 48%. In 1921 it was resolved to print an’Eng-
1ish Report of twanty-four pages. In 192l the Boglish longnage wis to be
used in the sfternoon devotions and sessions, Members, however, could use
German whenever thoy wished for corveniences

The. Olrlshoma District which was formed in 192l uscd the English in
LT% of 1ts services at that time, In 1929 &b had risen to 707« The Dis-

27. Horthomn Nebrasin District Progeodings, 19275 Bs 50+




trict resolved in its £irst convention to have the President ond Sceretany
publish a report of the proceedings in both longdages in the Oldlohoma Tather—
- |
In the Ontario District we £ind that in 1925 the convention heaxd an
essay in both languogess Dy 1929, 499 of the services were in English. A
year bofore the Proceedings wers published entirely in English,
In the Oregon=iashington Districht the increase was from Lh% to 653.
e £ind that in the 1921 convention the word "German” was dropped fyom the
official nome, Inthismvmtionaﬂmnﬁm‘mg}jshmswmda-
livered, Tho greater part of the Business Report appsarod in English in 192k.
At this convention a Goraan and an English secretary were slected. In 1927
the entive Proceedings were in English emeyb for thn German e8says
The Sowthern Illinois District was slow to change, for in 1920, 352
of the services were in Inglish while in 1929, 51f were in English. In
tho 192} convention the Synod decided to have a shorb English essay and
%o contimie to allow those proficient in tho English langusge to use thab
langunge on the ficor. In tho 1927 Distwict Procosdings we find an oub~
line of the .En.?,'!ish cosay printed and scue of the reports printed in Eng-
1ish, .
mmewmmammmmlmmmmwd
in 1922 fron 374 to 55%. Inmhitmaed:dsdto'wudlmw
Yosune of the Gexman cgsay. A year later the entire Proceedings wore %o
be printed in Fnglish, including an Bnglish sumncy of the ceseye In
1927 "the Synodical Report shall be a separute mmbor of the Districh
Yossenpor, Tﬂmdoctrinalmpemshaﬂbepﬂmedinthnmmhm '

) 28 >
they were delivercd, the business matbers in English,”

28,. Southern Hobraske District Messengor, 1927s Pe 5Te
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Anothor District that was slow to change was the South Wisconsin
Digtrict. In 1920, 307 of the services were in Inglish. This increased
to 45% 4n 1929, In tho 1921 the Proceedings of thirty-tw pegos included
an oight page swmary in Inglish, This wvas preparod by the assistant
seorgtary, leve Wnr. Lochmer, In 1927 tha convention decided to include
a ghort inglish essay in its sesaions,

The Texas Pistrict is anothor Distriot where e find islands of
Gormans intent wpon »reserving their language., The use of the nglich
in sorvices increased in ten yusrs from 307 to h7¥. In 1921 the Texas
convention published a District paper The iessenger in English and Gep-
ren. Six yoors labor, the convention resolved to have an English. essay
rood the next timo it convemed. It also elected assistent secretaries
in German and Inglish,

| In tho oldest District, the Westorn District, the increase was froa
195 to 6L over the poriecd of ten years, In 1921 an Bnglish essay was
also reud hofore the comvention. Tn 1922 the Procecdings were printed
in English, To aid in the work %wo Enplish secretarics werc lectod.

The langungo cuestlon in regard to the schools of bhe various Districts
w08 not o dead issue. After the war, during the twentles, the prohibitdon
persisted. lowever in June 1923, the United Strtos Supreze Court declarad
guch lmrs invelid,

45 con be geen from tho precesding, the langusge quostion, tho solved
in some coviors, was slowly being solved in meny of the Districts. Doz
ing tho trenticr there ws no stabe foreing a chengo, The change caze from
within ag the younger generaticn taking an inborest in clureh-rori desond-

ed the use of the English lawuagee
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In on editorial in 1921 Dz, Thoo, Cradbner called atitention to the
fact that altho tho change was taking place we should be sure to supdly
our English=sneaiking penple w th enough literaturo to keep them well=ine
doctrinated. He added, we should persistently urge our poople to uase
thls literaturc, Only if the clureh foiled in tids would the catastrophe
bafall us ag it had the other Iutheran Churches in Anerica,

WThe change of language need not b our Church. I% esppands ime
noasurobly on nisgiomayy opportunity. Bub the change of longuage which
{akes place withoud adequate proviaion for the training of Tuthsren ocon-
sciousnoss and conscience - as our fathers trained us—will not only Ik,
but will bo a calemity'. 29

29. Iutheren Vitness, July 5, 192L. pe 212.




IV, The Trangition as It is Roflected in
the Districts from 1930 to 1947.

Tho past seventeen years show a noticeable incresse in the trans-
ition from Germuan to Inglish, In 1930 the muwber of gervices held in
English wvas 58%. In 1946, the last yaur for uiich acourate statistios
are available, the mmber was 358, There was a 273 gain whilo in the
yoars 1910~1929 there was a gain of. 19%. Econozic and social factors
entered in to a large degreo to bring this about. The younger people did
not stay home very long. Thedr parents spoke little Gorman, More mission
congrogations were springing upe In 1930 wo f£ind four Districis beside
the @nglish Districts in which thore were no clmrches that wore all Gow-
man in languaze, These wers the Californies-ievada, tho Southerm, the
Southern Californiz, and strangely the Southern licbresks Districts. In
1946 e £ind tuenty-tao Districts beside the English District in widch
0 congrecations held services in Jormen exclusively.

As wo discuss the changes in the varicus Districts wo note that,
tho the majority of the services of the District were in English, the
'mBﬁ‘icta vore glow to offiacimlly chenge from German to English.

In 1936 the Atlantic District passed a rosolution to disconbimue
the Gorman secretaryship. By 1946, 028 of its services were in Inglish,



and it renked twenty-second in percentage of English used.

In the Adborta md IOritish Columbia District two memorials wore sub-
nitted concorning the langueapge question in 1937, One wes £rom Hount Cal-
vary in Calgaxy and tho other from Irmammel in Alharbra. Both ashed thnt
tho English lenguage be made the official lengusge of the District. The
coxmitiee on tids overture rocommended that the congregations send members
versatilo in both languapges. Foth a German and an English cosay were read,.
In 1930, L4 of the sorvices wore in inglish and in 1946, 684 vere in

In the Central District the offtices of CGerman and English seeretary
were replaced by the office of sscretary and assistant scorotary in 1930,
Throo years later the Gemuan essay was dropped from the agenda, Tho perw
centage of English scrvices had risen £rom 587 in 1930 to 803 in 15l6.

The District thon ranled twenty-fifth in pﬂrcent;.iga of Englich used,

Thore was a change from English seoretary to assistant scerebary in
the Central I1linols Distarict in 1930, Seven years later the Froceedings
were printed entively in Pnglish. Tiis District ranked twelfth in 1946
for it had risen in porcemtage from Gif to 89%.

Tvo resolutions marked the transition in the Colorndo District in
tho thirties. In 1933 only ono secrebury was elected and bis work wes to
be done only in fnglish, The following years the Districh resolved to
have the esszy vead only in English, In 1946 thig Districh ranked t.!ﬂ.rd.
in percentage with 98% of its services in the Englich languego, In 1920
708 of $ts services had bocon in Englishe

In 1920 the Yasborn District officially adoptod tho Englisl language.
In this sane convention it resolved "that but one secretary be elscted,




but that aresume of the proceedings of each session bo given in Gernane"30
In 1934 the Digtrict wvotod to discontinmue the Gormen egsiy because the
majority could not understand it or proforred Englishie Since 1930 the
percentage had incroased from 613 to 82%, and it renked.twenty-thinde

Tho Jowa District resolived to make English the official 3anguage
in 31931, In 1937 vhen it became the Jowa Eagh we find no more Gorman
egsays printed, Since its beginning in 1937 the Iowa West conducted all
its proceedings officially in Inglish. Thoy ranked eipghtoonth and ninth
rospectively in 19L6.

Ag lato as 1940 tho Kansag District resolved to have the official
mimtcs recorded only in Inglish. In this sane convention it was decided
to have tho Procesdings printed in Geman only for those who desired ite
The two seorctaries, Gemman and English, were rotoined. In 1930, 53% of
the services were in inglish while in 1946, 928 of the services wore in
English, This District ranied tenthe

The Hehigan District in 1937 resolved to print only one editdon of
the Proceedings and the reports were to be printed in whatover language
was uscd., In 1932 the last Goraen ossay was reads By 19h6 the pexcent—
age of English used had increased from 51% to 78%, and thin District
ranked twenty-scventh, ‘

Tn 1946 the Hinnesota District reuked twenty-sixth in percentage of
English used; Tiwee yesrs earlicy it had resolved to have the Gernan es-

in the Aish papers
say orinted in the Gomen paperand tie B %5 &‘S"i
Since 1930 the porcentago of Snglish used had increased froa 527 to 805.
Tt wasn't until 1939 that the Horth Dakota~tlontana District elocted '

30. Bastern District Procaed:lg;_a,- 1930, . 1.



an Englich assistont secvetary. Tn 19k0, howevor, they nade the official
aimstes thoso written in the Hnglish languagos In 1946 the new Horth
Dalota District ranked twonty-fourths ITb still hod six stations with 660
baptiaed members whore the services were all Goman. Since 1930, it hed
increased '_F.'I't;n 525 of the services in English to 815 in 1946, The now
Uontena District roglstored a percentage of 89% and renked thirteenth in
9h6s :

In the Horthorn Illinois District the convention of 1931 resolved
to have the essaoys printed in the language in which they were givens the
Bupiness Report was to be printed in Engiish. ¥This coavention also de-
cided to have tio essays resds one in English and ono in Goxmen. In 1910
the convention vassed a resolution to diseontinue the Gortem essay: This
District ranked bwenty-cighth with 783 of its servites-in English., This
wvag an increasc of 20% since 1920,

In 1930 the Horthern Nebraske District electod & Germamn and an Eng-
1ish secretory. Duo to tho depression in 1933 only a shortensd form of
the Proceedings was published, this was entiroly in Inglish. Tovwevars.
again in-1935 the District Proceedings comtained both tho Goman and the
Englich cssey amd the English Busincss Report. One yoar later tho con=
vention resolved to drop the reading of a Germen egssy in the next con=
vention, Ab this convention they also changed the langunge socretarics
to secrebary snd sssistant secretary. By 1945, this District vanked n'.!.ne-’
teenth and had increased in percentage fram 5 in 1930 to 825 :

The Mossenger of the Horth W¥isconsin District carried those reso=
lutions pasged in 1933 |

and that
"1, Thot all. mimrtes and xeports be read inm English
an exnlonation be made in Gexman if requestede




2+ Thot ovorturcs may Le submitted in either languages

3« That either language may be used on the floor without special
perzisgion from the chaire

4e ﬂmtmhhpjig&mdaﬂumndwhdnﬂeswbomadatm
conventione”

In 1942 the Gorman version of The lossenger, Der Bote, was discontimed,
In the 1946 Statistical Year-Book this District renled twenty-first in
percentage of Epglish used. During the years from 1930 to 1946 it had
inerensed from 50% to 833,
" In 193 the last German essay was delivered at the Cntario Districh
Gonvention. Tn 1946 this Dlutrict vanked fourtcenth. It hod incroased in
percentago from L9% in 1930 to 695 in 19kSe

In tho Oregon-washington District the English secrotary becams the
assistent scorotary in the convention of 1930, Throe years later the
Gorman essay was dropped from tho.agends. This District ranked fourth in
19h6-. It reported no stations having "all-Jerman® and “more German than
English" sorvices. mmmﬁmmwmmwmsh
services, while threo nt.ut.:lous raporf.ad more kEnglish gervices than Gezman
and 151 stations revortod all English services. It had risen from 727 in
1930 %o 98% in 1946, '

mmmﬂcmmﬁbnatmwmmmmnmom
urged the adoption of Inglish as the offieial langwage. All ihrco wore
Violently opposed by the comxlttes and werc rejected by Synods This Dis-
triot vanked soventoonth in 1946. In 1930 55% of its services were in
English and in 1946 863 were in Englishe

3. The Hessengor, 1933, pe 2.




The Proceedings of the Southorn Ilinois District of 193) appearsd
entirely in Engzlish except for the Geraen essgy. In tho convention of
thet year the District resolved £o have the chnir transiate motions not
given in the langunge understood by all. In 1940 the District edonted the
overture of Trinity Iutheran Chuwch of Centralia, Itlinois, which asked'
thet English be establishod ap the official language and that all servicos
and cssays be in English. This Distriot ranked sixteenth in 1946, having
increased in 1930 from 64% to 87% in 19k6.

The Southern Hebraska District Messengor carried this resolution
adopted in convention in 1936: "Due to the fact thit so mauy; who do
not read Gormian, received our District papér only every other month, it
was decided to publish the Hossenger in English every month with a Ger-
non inzert every othor monthe® 32

In 1940 the Germen esgay was dvopped, and in 1942 the German sup-
plement to the District Hessonger was discontimued, In 1930, 5785 of the
services were in Englich and in 1916, 89% werc in English, This District
raniced fifteenth.

The resolutions committec presemted the following to the 1933 con-
vention of tho South ¥isconsin Districh. "That the chair be instructed
to agnolnt a representative committee which is to be ready ab the mext
District convention to submlt a report on the advisebility of making the

English language the officiel language of the District." 33 Tnis was adopt~ |

od by the conventicn, In 193} this comxittes advised the District to

1ot the mattur rest; it would take care-of 4tself., This resolubtion w8

32; Southern Bebraske Disirict Heso 1936, pe 47s
33, South Wsconsin Districk Proce , 19335 Ds ?lr




adopted. Tho we £ind two inglish essays read in 1936, in 1939 the last
Qocroan cssay was read, In this convention the overture of Cross Iathoran
Chmreh, Milvioukeo, Wisconsin, was adopted. This made English the official
language of the District. In 1930, L7 of the scrvices were in English.
In 1946 70% wero in English. This District ranked twenty-ninth,

The Toxas Matrict electod Jerman and English secretaries in 1933.
The next year the District adopted the overture of St. Join's of Boau=-
nont, Texas, This owvorture called for a reswae to be given in the opposite
language of the essay. In 1936 the Proceedings were printed in English,
and in 1939 tho positions of German and English secrotarica were dropped.
This District ranied twentieth in 1946. I hod incrensed in porcentage
fren 507 in 1930 to 84 in 1943,

In 1930 the Western Digtrict dropped the position of English sec—
retary and crented he position of assistant scoxotary. Ths next year
Yr, B, Eclthort, the Synodical Statisticion, reported that five thousand
conlen of the Westorn District Tuthersn were in German and f£ifteen thousand
vere in English, The mcaedi.mofthntyaarwmm'mm entirely in
Englisi. This District renied eleventa in 1946. It had incroaged from
663 in 1930 to 905 in 19h6..

In 19546 the over-all picture showed thab 855 of all services wers
in the English language. In the period shortly bofors the war and dur-
ing the war, that isfrom 1939 o 1943 the over-all everage rate of in-
croase was 1%, As far as oan be ascertaincd our clurohos d not suf~
fer fram the longuage difference in Horld ¥er IT as Wﬁﬂiﬂ%ﬂdﬁ“'
I, Howover it mst be borne in mind that et that time (1919) 305 of a1l

the services were in Fnglish while in 1942 22% of all the services were

in English,




If wo compare the statistice of 1930 and of 1946 we f£ind quite a
change in tho mmber of stations having helf Gemam and half English
services. Tho Contral Ilinois District had twenty-two such stations
in 1930. In 29h6 thore wero only four. Iowa had aixty-five in 1930,
| In 1946 thore wore ten in Jown East and Vost comlineds In Hichigm there
were eighty-seven, whilo in 1946 there woro only thirty-six, In Mime-
gota there were one hundred and forty-nine es compared to fifty-fomr
in 1946. In Horth Fisconsin there wore eighty-six in 19305 in 1946
thore were twenty-four. In the Hesborn District there wore sixty-four
in 1930; in 1946 thore were only sgventeeni

Tn sone Districts wo still £ind that the Gernan language is the
official lanymogs, but that this longuage has fallen into disuses




Conclusion

ﬂmnmwofﬂmﬁitoﬂﬂsortmmmmm
language questlon we_find this advice mmming, let each congregztion make
the chango at the time it alone pees fit to do this, The Synod at large
. and the Districts camot dictate to the congregations. In their officiel
business these bodiecs have dispensed with German, Bubt in some congre—
gations the German ig still used in the service, Thuws the rather slow
and laborious progress of transition has come prastically to a halte

hsmacaseuthehckofchmgemrlmﬂundsﬁimbtothammh,
but on the vhole it had o wholesome offect, The transition was alone
in language and nob also in doctrine, The gradual change did not alter
tids, The Lmtheran Church Missouwri Synod still retains its fim Bitle-
based doctirine which the old German fathers taught and held dears

Today the litorature of the Church is wholly Englishe In this one
respect it is to be deplored that nob more of the theological litera-
 tuve of our Clurch is in English, This is being resedied to sase degreo.
Howevor if the Cizch is to remsin fimly gromded on the fathers! falth,
then that wvhich they taught mst bo made availeble in the lenguage of
our day,

Sone idea of the roading tastes of our poople can be gathered from
of the Lutheran

the unofficial tabulaticns of the subscription lists
E.f'-_‘bl;l_ﬂgg and Iutheraner.




Iatheran Vdtness Tuthoraner
1912 == 12,000 1910 - 35,000
1919 - £0,000 1915 = 10,000
193 — 34,000 1920 — 30,000
1935 -~ 50,000 1930 = 20,700
1947 == 330,000 W0 - 18,325
19h7 o) 21:,000

Tho the inorexses and déoreasse aro not Congtant, these figures still
tell the direction of the language change, The sudden upsurge in 1919
of the Lutheran ¥Atness circulation wag due to a d.'r!.va by thelatheran
Ieyments Icague. The change in the thirtics was cmmsed by the depression.
The sudden upsurge in the late thirties md forties ws dus to the fach
that tho Districts of gymod added their gupplements and oxdered blanket
subscriptions, In the civeulation of the Iuthoraner we find that the
pook vasreached just prior to the first World Ver, The decline in the
tidrtics cammot alone be attributed to the language bub also to the eco-
nonie condition of the time. The upsurge in 1947 was also caused by the
addition of the District supploment and the use of blanket subsoripticnse

Perhaps the picture of the circulation increanes and decreases of
the Annual and tho Kalender can add to the whole picture, The following
are unofficial statistics:

Al Enlerdar
192}y 50,000 80,000
1930 58,000 : 63,000
1935 52,000 1}:,000
oL40 56,000 303000
1945 80,000 21,000
1949 . 55,000 12,000

Thase Figures show a more exact change in the reading tastes. In regard
to these statistics we must bear in mind that the decrease in 1935 was due



to coonomic condltions and to a rathor shary increasze in price. In 1949
the decrease is again due to a sharp price increase,

Thus wo have an over-all pictumre of the trangition fron Gerovm to
English. Tho change has nob been completed, nor will it be, for German
is by no means a dead languoge, However the Church weathered the storn
of the trensition period without any major 111 offects. This is due %o
the fact that the change was made in a sensible mamer, The Church lost
vory little by the change. Other church-bodies suffered nmajor doctrinal
changos because of elbthor a lack of change or too swift a change in lan-
guage. Tho he transition could have core sooners thia vas blessed by
God, Our Church still romains founded on the firm Bible principles which
our forofathers brought to this country in 1339

The langusge question no 1onger_ confronts us as a burning issue
as it did our fathors. Tho we may scorn their slow method of ohalms
we should thank God that the question was solved in the mammer in which
it wag, It has presorved our Church fron division and unreste In it ve
s0e tho hand of God ever guiding IHia Churchs
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