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IHTRONUCTION

One of the featuves that marks the Missourl Synod is the fact
thit for o long period of time it has been able to retain the Germman
languaga. Por yeava it has held to the German language as a defonse
agalnst liboralisa and rotionalisa. Heile Heuver writes in The imeri- -
cen Journal of Soeiology for 1925:

Undoubtedly the fact thet this chnxch has identified
itself with the language interest of the family and the
culture group hao much to do with its growth and strength
v o o It might easily be shown that in this cuarter (Es-
sourd Synod) nore then anywhere olse, the Seruan languase has |
boen effectively sreserved unto bthe third end fovxrth
goneration, nobt as a link with Gernan and as an insu-
lator againat Americs, bub os an insulnior of an older
group life agelinat both. The strongest apgesl of a sep—
arate llnguistic and edweativnal mediwa bas been for its
value an a protection and a means of domestication and
ircwnisation sgainst trationalisa!, fmaterialismt, 'ine
diffarentism!, against the paganisn of the state schools.t

It was 78 yoars before half of the services in the synod were

conducted in the' English language. For many years the founders of
the Synod zealously guarded thic clwrch againet the invoads of the
English longuages. To many in Amerdca Gemen and Iabhoranism were

1. C. Hundinger, Government in the Misscusd Symod, p. 216 footnote Ll.
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gynonymous. Up unbil the first World War thig body was officially knmm)
as the Gexman Evangelical Luthoran Symnod of iHissourdi, Ohlo, and Other
Stategs In the constitutions of most of the districts and congregations
wo £ind the word "GermanW,

During the early years of the church in Missouri the people bad a
gront foar that thoy would lose their confossional ILathiran stand if
they gave way to the English language. Germom was thoir nmother tongue.
oy couXd not speal: nor even understand English. "As late as Harch,
1842, C. F. i, Walther did nobt lmow encugh English to translate a lot-~
ter which he hnd iritten in the neme of Trinity Congregation to the
Vestry of Christ Church, St. Lovig,"2

iizlther and Sihler wore to some degree opposed to the English lan-
guage in the Chuxrch. Sibler led the {action of the Ohko Synod to ex—
clude inglish frxa the cowrse of study ot the sominaxy in Columbug,
Chio, In lialther!s congregation, Trinity, Ste Louis, a paragradh
was included in the constitution to assure the fact that Cexrman would
alvays Lo the language used in divine servicese
Wislther and the majority of the congregaiion wanted

this paragraph (1L) to be unalterable and nonrepealable.

Some nembers had thoir nisgivings sbout the unaltorabil-

ity of this paragrash. The problem was solved tempor-—

arily in the noxt meeting, Anril 3, 1843, when an ad- 7L

dition wes made to paragrach 21 gtating that the con-

gregation repavded their clurch ag an ingtitution for

Gorzan Iuthorans to maintain divine services as they

bad had them. Bvidently thoy comnoccted orthodoxy with

langunge, which was done repeatedly in the ligssouri ‘/,« .

Symed, a hobit which stemmed from C. F, ¥i. Walthor in
kg youth.s

2. Op. cit. p. 206, footnote 15.
3. Tad . Ude
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However in the face of this Baeplor in his book says, “Professor
Talther in particular was sager to promote English work.'l [ did in-
vite a mombor of the faculiy of the Illinois State University of Suring=
ficld, Illinois to come and t;onduct English sorvices. Nobt much eame
of this becawse there was not mich interest. e mﬁ, algo, thet "at
the Jubilec Symod of 1872 Pasbtor Theoe. Broim stregsed the importauce
of usin: the English languaze in the work of cur Church.” 5

Tho tawere was an aversisn of the paators and peonle Yo the
English language t:ds aversion was baged on the fear of false tsach- 3
ing wihich would creep in with the new language. Those conpgregations
worc entirely Geraan so they folt that it was their duty to look )
after their ovm needs first, bofore esbtering the Enplish field, o8

g\ Tho firgt English eermon prenched by a MHiassowrd Synod aember J
proached by Candidne lirolm in 1841 in Porry CountysS The Ohio Synod
wag doing exbonsive work in English and in the early yoars anyone who
could not wilerstand the Gemman was reforred to theme In 1872 the
English Bvangolical Luthoran Confercnce was orgenised ob Gravelion, Ho.
This organization bore the biunt of the English work. It petiticned
for adnittance to the Synodical Conference and o tho Vestern District.
Toth bodies refused to grent tho petition. Oub of this conference grew
"The General English Evangelical Iatheran Conference of Misgowrd and -
Othor States® in 1888, Rivht congrégaticons end eloven pastors gathered
at Nethlehem Imtheran Church in St. Louis. Tho they were in dootrinal
agroemont with the Hissourd Synod, they were not alloved to affiliate

le U. Daepler, A Century of Grace, p. 190«
5« Ibid. P 1.;1.:
60 Ibid. z}l 190.‘
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because of the languazo barrier. In 1899, a conferance was held boeteen
ropresentatives of both Synods to discuss the affiliating of congregationa.
Out of tihis conference came the decision that German spealding congrega—
tions would see!l: comection with the liissouri Symod and English spesking
congregations would affiliate with tho English Symod.

In 1890 this Synod changed its name to the English Bvangelical Iu-
thoran Symod of IHagourl and Other States.

In 1905 the iiissourd Synod dissolved its English Mission Boaxd
since the work of this growp was being undertaken iy the Digtricts. Ab
this time three Immdrad seventy-six ststions hnd serviees in the Inglish
languagze,

Constont negotiations were carried on by both bodies to rench an
Wlﬁon. Finally in 1911, when both Synods were meeting in St.
louis, the English Symod was welcomed into the larger body as a disirict
on the basis of the Cleveland Articles of Umon. ihese articlos re-
guired that the publishing busincss be transferred to Synod, that the
Lutheran idtnoss bocone the English paper for Synod, that Inglish might
bo usad by nembers of the Znglish district, that a resume of the mimutes
wore to bs road and printed in Engliah, th:ttthemsimbom_.dofﬂn
English Digtrict be allowed to ostablish missions wherever it felt the
need. |

On Moy 15, 1911, the Lnglish Synod as a body was roceived into v
menbership in the lissouri Synod as a district. Lt

mm&g}iahmwtmamdwmmmmm
that this was the only group within Synod that used the English langungoe 7
Tiie wns tho only grouwp that exclusively used this langusge. There




were nrany congropatlong whore the sorvices were bi=liniual.
Daring the J0's and 90's of the nineteonth century and the first

decades of The twonticeth century we find tiv second and third gonorae
tions of the foanding fathars coaing to the fores. The Hissourd Smod
hod naturaliy oxpanded. Then peosle were brought up in two lansuages,
the Languago which Lhoy used the most, Inglick oni the language of their
religion, Corasne In Ghe schools, on the strect, and in the storzs,
officos, and factories, thoy used Eoglish, Ab church and to some dogree
2t home thoy uged Geraan. Heny now wore more fmdliar with the iImglish
then with the Gorman. This caused concern among the Yold guerd". They
falt thai a certain degree of orthodoxy would be lost if they gave vay
to the Inglish langunge. Iany of the older pastors ﬂmJﬂ: against tho
rising tendency because thoy could uob gnealk Egzgliuh. Thay wore handie
canzed, The youth, the future of the congrogation, were out of contact
with ¢.eir pasbor. One oxmwle eibed by Pestor Bledermamn in his cg-

ay, "The English {muestion,” rosd bofore the Cemtral District in 1903
shald suffice. I cites the ease of a young 1ad, uho an the brink
of death, dutifully jnincz' the pastor in a Gepman prayer; when, hovwever, he
saw his mobher crying he reverted to his mothor tongus, the English to
canfort her. This is one example in many where the youth dutifully

learnod or robhor memorised tho Uerman Bitde passages and the Catechism,

but u:,cd Lhe Inglish language for 21l othor uscs. s S

Pastors hovever with the older mesburs of the con@agations v}.g- | 1

|

orously ouposod 21l attompts o change frax German to Englishe r"‘wny‘ i‘ AR Y] |
folt the doctrino would suffory thoy thomsolvos would suffers then all S

arpumontg foll by the side, bhey fimmly called attention o i fact



that neny of tho congregetional constitudions forbade the use of any lane
guage cxoopt the Gernan langunge. They falled to roclise that the vord
of God is not linited to any ianguage, that they were losing menbors,
thot they were not doing their Clristian duty over against the English
spealing peoplo in their neighborhoodse e

Such was the history of the language quostion to the end of the
first decade of the twentieth cenbury. At this tinse nmeny congrogations
were doing some Bnslish work. Symod had on Enplish District set amide
for the specific purpose . of promoting English work anong the states.

During the years £ron 1910 on o find a gradual transition froa  /
Gernan Yo Bnglich telking placo in the Districts. In some Districts, those
in which the Gernen olement were less praminents we find the change tak-
ing plece nore repidly. In some sectiona of the country there smas baxdly
iy change. The peak was reached in 1925 when half of Synod still usod
the Geraan lanzuage in sorvices.

Areng vhe social and econcnic reasons for this chenge we find
theses

1. Voxld ¥ar I with ite anti~Cersan feelinzs.

2. the %kird and fourth genorations wore coming bo tha Torey
they used little or no Uermale

3. the rige of new congregatiosnge
o the urbanizaticn of the membexs of Synod.
Tho firsb resson is an important one. So greab was the change

during the wax years that in 1919 a statistical report of the languages

used in Synod was included in the Stetigbticel Yosr-Bool Yor that year.
Tn this peper we are limited do the infornation contained in the

official Synodical ond District Procoedings, the editorials and nevs—
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ites in the Imtheran 'tnoss, and the tabulated statistics given in the

Stetistical Yoar-Baok. These works reflect in a genersl way the trond
of Synod. Tho reader must bear in mind that the transition wns general
but not cmplete. _The frangition has- not..sbonped even in tiis day.—On

-----
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R

e “official records the transition may be comploted, ub in the lower )

echelons of our Synod ve stﬂlﬁ:ﬁthatt?aﬁamlmwisusad./
In some instances waevenﬁndn.tuaedmluaiwly ~

e nniam
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If wo compare the statistice of 1930 and of 1946 we f£ind quite a
change in tho mmber of stations having helf Gemam and half English
services. Tho Contral Ilinois District had twenty-two such stations
in 1930. In 29h6 thore wero only four. Iowa had aixty-five in 1930,
| In 1946 thore wore ten in Jown East and Vost comlineds In Hichigm there
were eighty-seven, whilo in 1946 there woro only thirty-six, In Mime-
gota there were one hundred and forty-nine es compared to fifty-fomr
in 1946. In Horth Fisconsin there wore eighty-six in 19305 in 1946
thore were twenty-four. In the Hesborn District there wore sixty-four
in 1930; in 1946 thore were only sgventeeni

Tn sone Districts wo still £ind that the Gernan language is the
official lanymogs, but that this longuage has fallen into disuses




Conclusion

ﬂmnmwofﬂmﬁitoﬂﬂsortmmmmm
language questlon we_find this advice mmming, let each congregztion make
the chango at the time it alone pees fit to do this, The Synod at large
. and the Districts camot dictate to the congregations. In their officiel
business these bodiecs have dispensed with German, Bubt in some congre—
gations the German ig still used in the service, Thuws the rather slow
and laborious progress of transition has come prastically to a halte

hsmacaseuthehckofchmgemrlmﬂundsﬁimbtothammh,
but on the vhole it had o wholesome offect, The transition was alone
in language and nob also in doctrine, The gradual change did not alter
tids, The Lmtheran Church Missouwri Synod still retains its fim Bitle-
based doctirine which the old German fathers taught and held dears

Today the litorature of the Church is wholly Englishe In this one
respect it is to be deplored that nob more of the theological litera-
 tuve of our Clurch is in English, This is being resedied to sase degreo.
Howevor if the Cizch is to remsin fimly gromded on the fathers! falth,
then that wvhich they taught mst bo made availeble in the lenguage of
our day,

Sone idea of the roading tastes of our poople can be gathered from
of the Lutheran

the unofficial tabulaticns of the subscription lists
E.f'-_‘bl;l_ﬂgg and Iutheraner.




Iatheran Vdtness Tuthoraner
1912 == 12,000 1910 - 35,000
1919 - £0,000 1915 = 10,000
193 — 34,000 1920 — 30,000
1935 -~ 50,000 1930 = 20,700
1947 == 330,000 W0 - 18,325
19h7 o) 21:,000

Tho the inorexses and déoreasse aro not Congtant, these figures still
tell the direction of the language change, The sudden upsurge in 1919
of the Lutheran ¥Atness circulation wag due to a d.'r!.va by thelatheran
Ieyments Icague. The change in the thirtics was cmmsed by the depression.
The sudden upsurge in the late thirties md forties ws dus to the fach
that tho Districts of gymod added their gupplements and oxdered blanket
subscriptions, In the civeulation of the Iuthoraner we find that the
pook vasreached just prior to the first World Ver, The decline in the
tidrtics cammot alone be attributed to the language bub also to the eco-
nonie condition of the time. The upsurge in 1947 was also caused by the
addition of the District supploment and the use of blanket subsoripticnse

Perhaps the picture of the circulation increanes and decreases of
the Annual and tho Kalender can add to the whole picture, The following
are unofficial statistics:

Al Enlerdar
192}y 50,000 80,000
1930 58,000 : 63,000
1935 52,000 1}:,000
oL40 56,000 303000
1945 80,000 21,000
1949 . 55,000 12,000

Thase Figures show a more exact change in the reading tastes. In regard
to these statistics we must bear in mind that the decrease in 1935 was due



to coonomic condltions and to a rathor shary increasze in price. In 1949
the decrease is again due to a sharp price increase,

Thus wo have an over-all pictumre of the trangition fron Gerovm to
English. Tho change has nob been completed, nor will it be, for German
is by no means a dead languoge, However the Church weathered the storn
of the trensition period without any major 111 offects. This is due %o
the fact that the change was made in a sensible mamer, The Church lost
vory little by the change. Other church-bodies suffered nmajor doctrinal
changos because of elbthor a lack of change or too swift a change in lan-
guage. Tho he transition could have core sooners thia vas blessed by
God, Our Church still romains founded on the firm Bible principles which
our forofathers brought to this country in 1339

The langusge question no 1onger_ confronts us as a burning issue
as it did our fathors. Tho we may scorn their slow method of ohalms
we should thank God that the question was solved in the mammer in which
it wag, It has presorved our Church fron division and unreste In it ve
s0e tho hand of God ever guiding IHia Churchs
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