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Thi® by no mean® changes the effectiveness of
Baptism, but places the faith (which baptism creates,
Tit. 3,6-7) on the solid foundation of all that God
has done for the salvation oi sinners., Thus baptism
connects the believer with Christ, who died and rose

again for all sinners,

_Wnen baptism brings the baptized into fellowship
with Christ, it also connects him with the Father and
the Holy Ghost., This is shown by the very words of
institution, Matt, 28,19, "Go ye therefore and teach
all nations [make disciples of all nations| , baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost.” Here baptiem is shown to be a means

34: 14 1g not a mere rite, nor a

of making disciples,
| symbol of a discipleship which already exists, but it
brings the baptized into connection with the Triune God
and the whole revealed way of salvation. In baptism

the baptized is brought into communion with the Father,
with His love and mercy, and readiness to adopt; with

the Son and His redeeming, sin-overcoming work; with the
Spirit who takes up His sanctifying dwelling in the heart.
It is truly an intimate and saving fellowship which

baptism works between the baptized and the Triune ny

34. TFor a fine discussion of this verse cf. H. J. A,
Bouman's essay, "Holy Baptism® in Proceedings of the
Central District, 1943, p.21 ff.
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The whole relation of the hostile sinner toward Cod
is changed in and through baptism, so that instead of
remaining an enemy of God, the baptized believer is made
a child of Goed., This truth is taught in Gﬁl. 3,26-27,
"For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus, For as many of you as have been baptized into
Christ have put on Christ.® In this remarkable and
feautiful passage the new and very close relationship
between God and the baptized is again expressed, The
Apostle had heen teaching that the sinner is saved by
faith in Jesus Christ, rather than by doing the deeds
of the Law, The 0ld Testament people were indeed under
the l.aw, but Paul says no man can really keep the law,
and, therefore, no man can be saved by the Law, The
Law served as a school-master to bring singerl to Christ,
so that, having seen their need for a Savior, they might
be saved through faith in Jesus Christ, Through faith
in Christ, Cod's Son, sinners are made sons of CGod, no
longer under the guardianship of the lLaw, When then Paul
says, "As many of you as have been baptized into Christ
have put on Christ®, and especially when he saye this
Just after he has ntated that faith in Jesus Christ makes
them God's asons, he is surely saying that baptism is the
means of establishing this new relationship., To "put om

35
Christ® in baptism is justifiecation, "Baptism thus is

35. Cf. Lenski on this verse, He quotes Is. 61,10
as proof.
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"a means of grace by which we put on the garments of
Christ's merits for our justification and salvation.">®
When Paul here speaks of salvation by faith in Christ
and connects it with baptism, he makes baptism the means
of bringing that faith into being., But we have another

important passage for that point:

Tit., 3,5-7, "Not by works of rightecusness which we have
done, but according to hie mercy he saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and fenewing of the Holy Ghost;
which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our
Savior; that being justified by his grace, we should be
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”

The Apostle here points out that the sinner's salva-
tion is the work of God, not the work of man, and immedi-

ately names the means used by God ==~ S§in Novteo¥

rr-dtaa-arscz’ou Kab araR<irwczws Trevealos ;BL’BT.
Although the expression "washing of regeneration'.hae been
variously interpreted, it is assuredly a reference to
baptism. Neyer says, "The expression [o Yovlcor
Al hsrecias  has been very arbitrarily interpreted by
some expositors, some taking \ovlcs’ as a figurative
name for the regeneratio itself, or for the praedicatio
gvangelii, c-:r for the Holy Spirit, or for the abundant

imparting of the Spirit, From Eph. 5,26 it 19 clear

3., Dr. J. T. Mueller, "St. Paul's Usus Practicus
of Holy Baptism", C.T.M. XIX, No. 6, p.430.




*that it can mean nothing else than Baptism; compare,
too, Heb, 10:23; 1 Cor, 6:11; Acts 22:16.""7 .

Paul calls baptism a washing m«l\.}jeree AR
AraKacrdcews « The genitives are descriptive, thus
making baptism a washing which regenerates and renews,
The "renewal” is parallel to the '".regeneration". Dr.
L. Fuerbringer has pointed out that the renewing spoken
of here "is not to be understood in its later dogmatic
sense of sanctification in the narrower sense -- the
result of justification, but the renovatio is the same

thing as regeneratio. The two can only be abstractly

distinguished."sa The Pulpit Commentary agrees, "This

renewal is the work of the Foly Ghost in the new birth,
when men are 'born again' of the Spirit (John 3:5). It
is evidently parallel with the 'Tk\trai"f-of-,d ."39

The distinction between the two words is finely
drawn, but it has been attempted. Some commentators on
this verse refer these two words to one and the same
action of baptism, but indicate that these words approach
the action from different angles. So npegeneration”® is

viewed as a single, instantaneous act of kindling a new

spiritual life, while "renewal® views this same bringing

37. lieyer, Commentary, sub v.5, quoted by Dr. J. T,
Mueller in C,T.X., XIX, No. 6, P.437.

38, 1. erbringer - Nimeo notes on Titus, P27,

39. Pulpit Commentary, sub-v.5, quoted by Dr. J. T.
Mueller in @.T.H¥. Vol. ZiX, No. 6, P.438.




to life with the added thought that it then continues and
develops.‘o This really is sanctification in the narrower
sense and is not contrary to Soripture, even though tt'u.'
particular verse may speak only of regeneration,

In this washing of regeneration and renewal the Holy
Ghost is the active agent by whom the regeneration and
renewal are effected, This passage makes baptism pure
Gospel. 1In baptism God does all in mercy and love, There
is no room in this passage for cooperating or saving merit
on the part of the sinner,

Cur passage has been well summarized thus: ®*St, Paul
tells Titus that Boptism 'is the washing of regene_rauon',
that by it the Holy Ghost renews us, that by it God saves
us, that this is done by virtue of the abundant merits of
Christ, our Savior, that Baptism bestows upon us Christ's
Justifying grace, that by Baptism 1.re are made heirs, that
is, God's children, that by Baptism we are blessed with
the hope of heaven, (Titus 3:5-7)941

Thus by baptism the Holy Ghost creates a new spiritual
nature, which is alive unto God.42 The old nature, the
old Adam, still remains, but the new nature, God's man, is
in baptism born of water and the Spirit. "Die heilige
Taufe hat unsere Natur nicht geaendert, aber in diese
unsere Natur ist ein neuer Mensch, ein neues Leben gesetzt,

80 dasz ein getaufter Christ ein Doppelmensch ist: den

ki on this versea
40, Cf, Kretzmann Pop. Commentary and Lens
41, Arthur E. Neitzel, "The Sacraments”, Essay in

The Abiding Word, Vol., II, p. 386-7.
42, Cf. 2 Cor. 5,17.
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en
"ein fienschen hat er aus seiner fleischlichen Geburt,

den andern aus der Wieder_geburt. Nach dem einen ge-
hoert er dem Teufel an, nach derm andern ist er Gottes
Bigenthum geworden,"4®

When the Apostle teaches that by baptism the Holy
Ghost regenerates and renews the spiritually dead sinner,
he is teaching that the Holy Ghost through baptism gives
the sinner the faith by which he appropriates to himself
what baptiem offers and works., The sinner receives the
benefits of baptiem by faith, and that receptive faith
iteself is wrought by the Spirit through baptism. Baptism
is Gospel, and has the Gospel's regenerating power.

Paul's term "washing of regeneratioh' ghows us the faith-
creating power of this sacrament; and when he says in the
same section that this sacrament justifies and saves, he

shows us the henefits and blessings which that faith re-

ceives. Dr., Mueller states the matter clearly:

"Holy Baptiem does exactly what the preached or read
or symbolized (crucifix, John 3:14) Gospel does: it offers
us forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation, and it works
faith in us to accept the forgiveness which it offers, In
other words, it has an offering power, and it has an operas=
tive power, When, for instance, God's Vord says: ‘Be
baptized . ., . . for the remission of eins' (Acte 2:38),
then it is clear to every believing Christian that Holy z
Baptism is not a mere outward ceremony, but a divine mean
of grace, which seriously offers us forgiveness °fh;1n’;f
Again, when the Word says: Holy Baptism is a 'washing

3:5)
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost' (Tit. 3:5),
then it is clear to every believing Christian that Holy

Taufe

43. Essay: "Die reine Lehre von der heiligen
in ihrer Bedeﬁuug und Tichtigkeit fuer den Glggg;n ;Bgv
das Y.eben der Christen" in Syn, Report, Sued, saP sVl




"Baptism is a divine means of grace which works the very
faith that accepts the forgiveness of sins, and through
this faith, regeneration, conversion, justification,
sanctification, the implanting into the body of Christ
(1 Cor, 12:13), and so forth."44

Since baptism has Spirit-given power to bring faith
into being, it becomes unnecessary and (what is more im-
portant) unscriptural to say an infant must be baptized
on the strength of anothert's faith or in view of its
prospective faith, or to insist that faith must be present
before baptism.?® It is likewise unscriptural to say that

baptism works regeneration without kindling fen..’u'.tn.“6

Scripture knows of no regeneration apart from falth, but
regeneration and coming to faith are identical. Pieper |
says: "Auf Grund der Schrift ist festzuhalten, dasz eine
Wiedergeburt ohne Glauben an die durch Christum erworbene
Vergebung der Suenden ein non-ens 181%’.547 Such regenera-
tion-without-faith idea must be rejected as a considerable
leaning toward Romanism's opus operatum, which declares
that God's grace i3 hestowed on the baptized wi thout
faith on the part of the baptized.. '

but baptism hae in itself Spirit-given regenerating power.}

44. J. T. Yueller, "Holy Baptism", Essay in The
Abiding Word, Vol. II, p. 405-6.

45, C?: Pop ular'Sxmboli_cs, p.91, where these vicw;
are ascribed to Roman and Eastern Catholics and Reforme
groups,

46. E, P, Giese, "Regeneration by Baptism" in 1he
Lutheran Quarterly, Néw Series, Vol. IX, p.390 ff..f :;ﬁ-
holds the child is adopted in baptism, but S:Wiﬂs a:d
i3 awakened sometime later in life. Regeneration

at the same moment, he says.
saving faith need not fall together i

47. Cf. F. Pieper, Christliche Do
Cf. also Huelier, Christian Dogmatics, p.493.

-
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‘8ince baptism regenerates, it also gives entrance into
the kingdom of God, "Except a man be born Qf water and of
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." (iohn 3,5)
In this passage Jesus Himself, speaking to Nicodemus, not
only shows the"necessity of baptism (It was necessary to
mention this to T‘icodemus because of Pharisaic reJection
of baptism - Luke 7,30), but also names baptism as the
means of grace by which sinners may become God's people.
Baptism is the sacrament of initiationm, not only ’Qigni!:vinz
entrance into the communion of $a2ints, but working it.

The Lutheran Church is right when it prays after a baptism,
"We thank und praise Thee that Thou dost graciously pre-
serve and extend Thy Church."4® By means of baptism souls
are added to the Una Sancta,.4?

The Seriptursl doctrine of the significance of '
baptism for the beginning of Christian faith and 1ife is

clear, Baptism is an effectual means of grace, bringing

Christian faith and spiritual life into being.

Reformed errors reject this blessed effect of 'baptism,
and make of this sacrament nothing more than a mere symbol

and outward sign of the regeneration allegedly effected by

the immediate operation of the Spirit. Calvin writes of

baptism:

48. Titurgy snd Agenda, C.P.H. St. Louis, 1921, p.322.

49, 1 Cor. 12,13,
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"He as truly and certainly performs these thinge
(the benefits) internally on our souls as we see that
our bodies are externally washed, immersed, and enclosed
in water, TFor this analogy or similitude is 2 most cer-
tain rule of sacraments; that in corporeal things we
contemplate spiritual things, just as if they were
placed before our eyes, as it has pleased God to represent
them to us by such figures: not that such blessings are
bound or enclosed in the sacrament, or that it has the
power to impart them to us; but only because it is a 9ign
by which the Lord testifies His will, that He i9 deter-
mined to give us all these things: nor does it merely
feed our eyes with a bare prospect of the symbols, but
conductes us at the same time to the thing signified,
and efficaciously accomplishes that which it representu."’o

Other Reformed writers follow Calvin's thinking.
Shedd writes:

"TPhe Sacrament of Baptiem is the sign and seal of
regeneration, 1t i9 emblematic and didactic of this
doctrine, Baptiom i3 not a means of regemeration, as
the Lord's Supper i9 of sanctification, It does not
confer the Holy Spirit as a regenerating Spirit, but
is the asuthentic token that the Holy Spirit has been,
or will be, conferred; that regeneration has been, or
will be, effected.”

So alsc Lowrey: "We must understand this text
Er“-- 3.5] to teach that salvation is by the cleansing
process of regeneration -- by the agency of the Holy
Ghost, of which baptism is an expressive emblem,"52

Such view of baptiam empties this sacrament of its
real meaning., It takes God's saving grace out of it and
makes the Spirit work without means,

The loud and lengthy cries of the symbol-minded
Reformed 4o not, however, remove the effectual working

of the Spivit from baptism, Baptism ijs not a mere 9ign

y J. L. Neve

in A _Iist ry of Christian Thought, Vol. I, P.280.
-g . OG.T%ga,EeEE, Dogmatic ﬁeologx. Vol. II, p.574,
Quoted in Popular Symbolics P.217.
2. Asbury Lowrey, Positive Theology, P.305.

50. Calvin, Inst., IV, 15,14, quoted D




that God works immediately what baptism promises, but
it 1s a communicating means of grace used by the Holy

Spirit,' as the passagee' 'cons.‘.dored 'beford show us.53

"hen we think of ‘napt;lsm as a means of grac'é by
which God brings Christian faith and life into being,
we are thinking chiefly of infant baptism, Infancy is

the normal time for baptism among Christians, 54 Con-
sequently the children of Christian parents are normally
regenerated by means of baptism, "Innerhald der ge=
gruendeten Christlichen Kirche ist also das Normale und
die Regel: die Wiedergeburt wird durch die Taufe gewirkt;
sie i3t recht eigentlich das Mittel der Wiedergeburt,®>S
It is abnormal to grow up and then be baptized as an
adult after regeneration by means of the preached Gospel.

Yet in the Church there have always been many who |
have been won for Christ as adults, These were converted
and regenerated by the Holy Spirit by means of the Gospel,
They also are to he baptized, even though faith has ale-
ready been kindled in them, Even for them baptism is no
mere symbol of an already effected regeneration, but

rather remains the washing of regeneration in which for-

giveness of sins is offersd and conveyed., It is the seal

: to Reformed

53, Tor the Scriptural and Lutheran answers
arguments on Baptism c¢f. the fine article "Die Grosz; gluﬂ-
in der Lehre von der Taufe® by Dr, J. T, Mueller 1np‘1;tr1;:t<s
Vol. V, Wo9, 1 and 2. Also Syn. Report, lMittleren ’
1879, p.254. ’

.5’;&. Reasons for this are the usual Scﬂptumlpgn‘;]. 5;
presented by Lutherans. a) Children need baptismi connAn .
John 3,56.6. b) They are included in the 'bapbés:a d‘),Bapﬁ;m
Matt, 28,19, c¢)Children can believe, Matt-”}' S ehde
has replaced circumcision, Col. 2,11-12. €)No P
restricts baptism to adultis. apie heilige Taufe in

. 5%, P.W.Stellhorn(?), Essay,
ihrem Verhaeltnis zum Christlichen Leben®, Syn. Report,

Eittleren Districts, 1879, Pe23e
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‘of the promises of the Gospel. 1In baptism the Gospel

i9 applied te the individual, thus very personally and
emphatically assuring the haptized of the remission of

his sins, Like a seal attached to a deed, it makes the
baptized certain of what the promise offers and gives,

The fact that the adult believer is already regenerated
before his baptism causes no difficulty. RBaptism confirms
his faith and continuously offeres him forgiveness for the
8ins he may yet commit.56 Scripture gives us nﬁmqrous
examples of adult baptisms in which forgiveness is offered
those already believing, e.g. Paul, Lydia, the jailer of
Philippi, the eunuch, No adult is to neglect or despise
thie means of grace.

In summary, then, baptism is indeed significant for
the very beginning of Christian faith and life., It offers
forgiveness to the spiritually helpless sinner and cleanses
“him of his guilt, It gives the sinner all the benefits of
Christ's redeeming work, His suffering and death. It makes
the hostile sinner a child of God, The spiritually dead
sinner is regenerated by mesns of baptism and given saving
faith; he is made an active member of God's kingdom, Here
is no mere symbol, but a beautiful means of grace by which

the Holy Spirit calls Christian faith and life into being.

9, Foot-
56, Pieper, Christliche Dog, Vol. III, p.309,

note 1059, notes that the Gospel al’o repeatedlylﬂzzz;Q
forgiveness and regeneration even to those whota rsame
believe., INo one ought object if baptism does the

thing,
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I1. BAPTISK HAS POWER TO SUSTAIN CHRISTIAN
FAITH AND LIFE, AND MAKE IT GROW.
(SANCTIFICATION)
fhe effectiveness of baptism does not cease with

regeneration, but is important also for eanctificetion.
Its effect i3 not momentary and temporary, but lasts
during the entire 1ife of the baptized sinnez} In baptism
regeneration and sanctification in its ﬁarrdver senge are
simultaneous and coordinated, They are separated oﬁl?
logically. As the Holy Spirit regenerates the sinner, He
also gives the new creature power to live a holy life unto
God. Yet sanctification i9 a result and natural fruit of

57 That sequence never changes, Sanctifica-

regeneration,
tion is possible only for the regenerate; but, on the
other hand, there is no regeneration without resulting
fanctification,

This sanctification, which has its beginning in
baptism, may be viewed from both a negative and a positive
side, :

Negatively, the old Adam, the old evil nature with
which the sinner is born, is to be put off, There is no
successful compremising between the new man and the old
nature., When the new nature is born- through regenerating
baptism the struggle begins, and it continues ceaselessly
throughout the earthly life of the believer. ‘The baptized

believer indeed still sins, but baptism has power to f’f‘

57. Matt., 7,17.
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him from servitude to sin, 8in ie no longer the ruling
principle in his life, but is an evil which must be more
and more overcome and from waich he must more and more
rid himself. That this is no easy task every believer
knows, As a Christian he does not want to 9in, but bo;
cause of the weakness of his flesh he falls again and
again., The baptized believer appreciates the feelings
of Paul, who was painfully aware of this struggle, of
the strength of sin's power over him, and of his owm
fleshly weakness,’8 He knows that in his earthly life
he will never reach the perfection of godly living for
whigh he strives.’? wo believer is happy in ein, but
seeks forgiveness of the sins which he commits and tries
to subdue la.nd put off the evil nature., The bellever can
use his baptism to attain this end.

Each time the believer falls into sin he becomes
contrite and repentant, He seeks and receivds the for- :
giveness which God offers him in baptism, Thus by daily
contrition and repentance and returning to God's gracious
baptismal promises, the old evil nature is more and more
overcone, / "The daily repentance of the Christian believer

(ppenitentia gstantjum) is nothing else than a constant

penitent return to the covenant of grace which God has

established with him in Baptism, oT the continuous

58. Cf. Rom. 7.
59, Cf, 1 John 1,8; Phil, 3,12.
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®"apprehension by faith of the gracious promises of
forgiveness, life, and salvation offered and conveyed
to hiy in this precious Sacrament.ffg)

And Luther says, "If you live in repentance, you
walk in Baptism, which not only signifies such a new
life, but also produces, begine, and exercises it, For
therein are given grace, the Spirit, and power to sup-
press the old man, so that the new man may come forth
and become strong.“51

= Several paragraphs later he says, "Repentance,
therefore, is nothing else than a return and approach
to Baptism, that we repent and.practise what we begqn
before, but abandoned ,"62 T

To return to bapntism, penitently seeking forgive=-
ness and renewed strength to overcome sin, is using
baptism correctly. Again Luther: "“This is the true
use of Baptism among Christians, as signified by bap-
tizing with water., Where this, therefore, is not
practised, but the old man is left unbridled, "so as
to continually become stronger, that is not using

}

Baptism, but striving against Baptiem.'sé//
The positive side of sanctification which is

begun in baptiam is the putting on of the new man,

The new man is the new creature brought to life in re-

generation; it is the new spiritual life which the Holy

Spirit brings into being by means of baptiem., The

6
60. J. T. Wueller, Christian Dogmatics, P.496.
61, large Cat., T;iglotta 751,75 .

62‘ rbido. paro 7 'Y

63. Ibid., 749,68.




