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~n this pa9ea.ge Paul is not referring to the mo4e of 

baptiem when be 9a.\'8 Gvrt.,.,,trte~ ;.,rr.;, ;r t:J! · /J~rrrtr. ... "'l:L .,30 

but to its action and reeult. Jt oonnec,e the 'beliner 

with Christ, with His death, and with Hle re•urreotion 

(
• ? \ , .l). c r ':' k~. G v~.,,} & e ... re. ). When the •inner eharee in 

<Lhriat•a work, sin lose• ita powel' o~er bia. In tact .• 

Paul•~• in v.11 that the bo4y. of tleah, the eins of the 

fle9h, are put ott in this circumcision ma4e without bands, 

1 ~e., baptism. Tbue the baptized person ie clean•ed from 

•1n by being buried with Christ and_raieed again with Bia 

in baptism. 

The Apostle in this passage connect• the etfeot1ve-. 

nese of baptism with faith in the baptized. J'aith . 

receives all the bleseing~bich baptism offers~ Some, 

including Luther, 31 have used this paeeage aleo to proTe 

that baptiem work• tai th;. While 1 t ie true that baptism 

works f~itn~ 32 it bas been rather vigorously denied that 

it can be proved from this paes~ge.. l3oth Lenski and 

E.xpoeitor•s Greek Testament in•ist that when Paul use• 

the word "faith" followed by a genitive, this genitiTe 

is either subjective, naming the person who belieTe•, or 

objective, naming the person or o'bJeot belined. Here it 

must be the latter. Lenski 9aya, •we see no escape from 

tbi s con9truct1on." 33 

30. ct. Th~er, U• cit. sub c...rr-'-.rrr..., and Epoaitor•s 
Creek Testament on this verse, which giTee this Terse a 
typic~l meaning. 

31. Luther translates· •durch den Glauben !!!! !!.2!! 
wirket". ma.king the geni tiv~ r.;i · ir_e.qe.l-tJ a \eni tiTe of" cause. 

32. Cf. discussion of Tit. 3,&•'lcf p.a • 
33. Lenski, aub. v.12. Eitoaitor•9_Q!s. Test. agreee. 

Revised Standard version tran9la ea, "faith in tiii' working 
ot God.• Dr. J.T.uueller accepts this interpretation. (St. 
Paul•e Ueue Practicus of HolY Baptism• C.T.11, XIX, Bo. a.p.4:56) • 
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Thia by no meane changes the ettect1Tene•• of 

Eapt1em, but places the taitb (which baptiem create•, 

Tit. 3,~•7) on the eol1~ foundation ot all that Go4 

hae done for the 9a.l-.at1on oi sinners. Thus bapt1 .. 

connects the believer with Christ, who 41e4 and ro•• 

aga1_n for a.11 sinner•. 

,.-
~ /hen bapti&m brings the baptized into tellow1bip 

with Christ, it also connect• him with the J'ather an4 

tbe ·Holy Gho9t. 'l'h1s is shown by the Tery word• of 

1neti tution, ttatt. 28,19, •oo ye therefQre and teach 

all natione [make <iieciplee of all nationeJ , baptizing 

them in the n am e of the Father, · and of the Son, and ot 

the Holy Ghost." Here bapti9m 1• shown to ·be a mean• 

of making disciples. 34 .. xi is not a mere rite:· ·nor a 

eymbol of a discipleship which already exist•, but it 

brings the baptized in to · connection with the Triune God 

and the whole revealed way of ealTation. In bapt1911 

the ba.pti zed 1 s brought into communion w1 th the Fatller, 

with His love and mercy, and readiness to adopt; with 

the Son and His redeeming, 91n-overcom1ng work; with the 

Spirit who takes up Hie eanctif':(ing dwelling in the heart. 

It is truly an intimate and saTing tellonbip which 

baptism works between the bapt1ze4 and the Triune G~ 

34. For a fine discuaeion of this Terse ct. H •. J. A. 
Bouman• a essay • •Holy Ba.pti sm" in Proceedings ~ !!! 
Central District, 1943, p.21 ff. 
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The whole relation ot the ~oatile •inner toward God 

1s changed in and through baptiem, so that instead ot 

~emaining an enemy ot God, the baptir.ed belie-Yer 1, made 

·a child of God. Thie truth 1• taught i~ Gal. 3,26_:2'1, 

•::ror ye are all the children ot God by faith in Chriet 

Je9ue. For a.a many ot you as have been baptized into 

Christ have put on Christ•" In this remarkable and 

b eaut1 ful passage the new and very close relationship 

between God and the ba.pti zed i a again expre9sed. The 

Apostle had been teaching that the sinner 19 eaved b7 

faith in Jesus Christ, rather than by doing the 4ee4• 

of the Law. The Old Testament people were indeed under 

the Law, but Paul saya no man can really keep the Law, 

and, therefore, no man can be saved by tbe Law. The 

Law served as a school-master to bring sinnen to Christ, 

so that, having seen their need tor a Savior, they might 

be saved t h rough tai th in J'esus Chr19t. Through faith 

· in Christ, God's Son, sinnera are made eons ot God, no 

longer under the guardianship of the L~w. When then Paul 

•aye, "As many of you as have been baptized into Chri•t 

have put on C"1ri 9t•, and especially wben he eaye thi• 

just after he haa s tated tbat ta'i th in J'e9U9 Christ make• 

them God'• sona, be is surely 933ing that baptism 1• the 

means of establishing this new relationship. To •put on 

Chr19t" in baptism ie Juatif'it.1ation. 3&· "Baptina tbus 1• 

3&. Cf. Len9k1 on tbi9 ve!'9e. He quote• I•. 61,10 
ae proof'. 
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•a mean9 ot grace by wbich we put on the garment• ot 

Chr1•t•s merit• for our Ju.st1f1cat1on and •a1Tat1on.•• 

Yhen Paul here speak• ot salTation by ta1 th in Chri et 

and connects it with baptism, he m.ake1 baptism the means 

ot bringing tha t fa.i th into· being. But we haTe another 

important passage for tb.at point: 

Tit. 3,5-7 , •wot by worke of righteouenea• which we nave 

done, but according to hie mercy he saved ue, by tbe 

washing of' regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 0-hoet; 

which he shed on ua abundantl.y through Jesue Christ our 

Sa:vior; tha t b eing juati fied by his grace, we ebould be 

ma de heirs a ccording to the hope of eternal life.• 

Tbe Apostle here points out that tbe einner•• ealTa­

tion i9 t he work of God, not the work of man, and immedi­

ately n am ee the means used by God -- (\ ;.._ l ov t e.. 0
" 

Although the expression "washing of regeneration~ has been 

variously interpreted, it is assuredly a reference to 

r; baptism. !Seyer seys, "The expre9sion 

,,.-.\,vf~rec.l.-.~ baa been veey arbitrarily interpreted by 

aome exposi tore, some taking ).ovTe,;.,. as a figurative 

name for tbe regeneratio itself, or for the praedicatio 

eva.ngel11, or for the Holy Spirit. or tor the abundant 

imparting of the Spirit. 7rom Eph. a.aa it is clear 

36. Dr. J. T. r!fueller,''St. Paul'• usu9 Practicue 
o't Holy Baptism", c.T.J.! . XIX, No. 6, p.430. 
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'•that it can mean no~hing else than Baptism, compare. 

too ., Heb. 10:23; 1 Cor. 6:11; Aote 22:le.•3' 
I 

Paul calls baptism a washing rr~\ L} 1 E-'°t: '° <-A.) 1<.,,,.&' 

> I "'"<I\ f\ ... 1. v-w c;. t.. w.) • The gen·Jt.i vea are descriptive. thus 

ma.king b apti sm a. wae1'.1ing which regenerate• and renew•. 

T:tie "renewal" ie. parallel to the ~regeneration". Dr. 

L. J'Uerbringer hae pointed out tna.t the renewing 91)oken 

of here "ie not to be und.erstood in its later dogmatic 

sense of s ancti f ication ih the narrower een•• -- the 

result of justifica tion, but the renovatio 1• the eame 

tb.ing ae regeneratio. The two can only be abetractly 

dis tingut°shed. "38 The PulEU Commentar1 agree•. •Thi• 

renewal 1 s t he work of the Holy Ghost in the new birth, 

when men a re •born again• of tbe Spi r1 t (J'ohn · 3:~). It 
, "39 ie evidently pa rallel with the rr .... \tr q £.•E.. c- <-"" • 

T~e distinction between the t wo words ia finely 

drawn, but it ha s been attempted. Some commentator• on 

this verse refer tnese t ~o words to one and the same 

a ction of bap tiam, but indicate tha t these words approach 

tbe action. from dif~erent angles. So •regeneration• is 

Tiewed as a s ingle, instantaneous act ot kindling a ,new 

epiri tual life, while ."renewal• view9 tb19 eame bringing 

37. 1.teyer. Commentax,:_, ~ v .ts. quoted by Dr. l. T • 
Mueller in c.T.M. DX,. No. 6, p.43'7. 

38. L. ·.1'lir'bringer - Miaeo. no tee on Ti tu•, P .2'1 • 
39. Pulpit Commentar,y, 9ub-v.5, quote~ by Dr. J. T. 

1!ueller in c .T .l!. Vol • . flx, No.6,. p.438. . 
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to life with the aclde4 thought tbat it then continue• an4 

develop•. 40 Thi.e really 1 • •anct1tication in the narrower 

••nee and is not contrary to Scripture• nen though tbie 

particular verse may epeak only of regeneration. 

In this wa.9hing of regeneration and renewal the Holy 

Gho9t ~a the active agent by whom the regeneration ~4 

renewal are ef'fected. Thie paseage make• baptism ,ure 

Gospel. In baptism God doee al·l in mercy and l«e. There -
is no room in thie pa.e,age for cooperating or ea.Ting merit 

on the part of' the sinner. 

our passage has been well eummarized tbue: •st. Paul 

tells Titus that Baptism •1e the washing of regeneration•, 

that by it the Holy Ghost renews u9, that by it God eaTee 

~us, t'ha.t this is done by virtue of' the abundant merit• of 

Cbriet, our Savior, that Baptism beston upon us Christ•e 

Justifying grace, t hat by Baptism we are made bein, that 

is, God.•e children, that by Baptism we are bles9ed with 

the hope of' heaven. (Titus 3:5-,)•41 

Thue by baptiam the Holy Ghost create• a new spiritual 

nature, which. is alive unto God. 42 The old nature, the 

old Adam, still remains, but the ~ew nature, God'• man, is 

in baptism born of water and the Spirit. •»1• beilige 

Taute bat uneere Natur nicht geaendert, aber in die•• 

unsere Na.tur iet ein neuer Mensch, ein neuee Leben gesetzt, 

eo daaz e1ri getautter C'hriet ein Doppelmenecb 1st: 4ell 

· 40. Ct. Kretzman n ~. Commentaq and :ensld · on 
41. Arthur E. Neitzel, •The Sacraments • ••-•~ 

!!'!! Abiding~. Vol. II, p. 386•? • 
42. ct. 2 cor. &,1'7. 

tbil T81'86 
iD 



en 
•einAlenecben bat -er au• seiner tle1ech11chen Oeburt 

' 
~en andem aus der W1eder.._geburt. Rach 4• einen ge­

boert er dem Teuf'el an, nach dern and.em 1st er Gottee 

B1genthum geworden.•43 

When the Apostle teaches that by baptism the Holy 

Ghost regenerates and renew, tbe spiritually 4ea4 sinner, 

be 19 teaching tha t tbe Roly Ghost through baptism give• 

the sinner the f'aith by which he appropriates to himself' 

wbat baptiem of'fers and works. The sinner· receives the 

benef'its of' b aptism by f'aith, and tlla.t . recept1ve f'aith 

itaelf' 19 wrought by the Spirit through baptiem. :Bapt19m 

is Oo9pel, and has the Gospel'• regenerating power. 

Paul•e term •washing of regeneration• ebowe us the f'aith­

creating power of t his sacrament; and wheri be says in the 

same section tha t this gacrament ju1ti nee and eaves, be 

eh.on us the benefits and blee•1ng9 wbicb that tai tb re­

ceives. Dr. Mueller statea tne ·matter clearly: 

•Holy Bapti t1m does exactly what the preached or rea4 
or symbolized (crucifix, John 3:14) Gospel does: it of'f'el'9 
ua torgiveneea of' sin9, lif'e, and salvation, and it work• 
faith in us to accept the forgiveness which it of'fel'9. In 
otber words, it ba9 an offering power, and it ha• an opera­
t1Te power. When, tor instance, Gl)d•e Word sq•: 'Be 
baptized • • • • for tbe remieeion ot sine' (Aote 2: 38), 
then it is clear to every believing Cbrietian tbat HolY 
~aptiam is not a mere outward ceremony, but a divine means 
ot grace, which seriously off en us forg1Tene•• of e1n• • 
Again, when the Word ea.ye: HolY Baptism 1• a •waehing of' 
regeneration and renewing of the HolY Ghost' (Tit. S:&), 
then it is clear to every believing Christian that HolY 

43. Essay: ~Die reine Lehre von der be111gen Taufe 
in ihrer :Hedeutung und Wiclltigkeit tuer den Glauben uncl 
d.a.e J..,eben der Christen" in Syn. ReportJ Sued, 1892, p.&'1. 
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"Baptiem is a divine means ot grace which works the Teq 
ta1th that accepts the torgiveneee ot eine and through 
this faith, regeneration, conversion, Juat1t1cation, 
eanct1tication, the implanting into the body of Christ 
( l Cor. 12: 13), and so fortb.•4' 

Since baptism hae Spirit-giTen power to bring ta1 tb 

into being, it become• unnecessary and (wbat 1• more im­

portant) unacriptural to ea.y an infant muet be baptizecl 

on the strength of another•• taith or in view ot it• 

prospective faith, or to insist that faith muat be present 

before baptism. 45 It is likewise unscriptural to ea.,y that 

baptism works regeneration without kindling taith.'6 

Scripture knows of no regeneration apart trom faith, but 

regeneration and coming to faith are identical. Pieper 

eaye: ~Auf Grund der Schrift 1st testzuhalten, dasz eine 

. Wiedergeburt ohne Gla.uben an die durch Christum erworbene 

Vergebung der Suenden ein non-en• 1st· •• ,, Such regenera­

tion-without-faith idea muet be rejected ae a coneiderable 

leaning toward Roman~sm•s opue operatum~ which declare• 

tbat God' .e grace 19 bestowed on the baptized without 

f'ai th on tb.e part of the baptized. 

r ~ith is "noceetta" to receive the benefit• of bapti9m, 

bu~ baptism nae in itself Spirit-given regenerating power-) 

44. J. T. 'Tueller, "Holy Baptism", E•s~ in !!l! 
Abiding Word, Vol. II, p. 405•6. 

45.--a?. Popular Symbol1C96 p.91, where these view• 
are agcribed to Roman and Eastern Catholics and Reformed 
groups. 

46. E. 7. Giese, •Regene~t1on by Baptism" in Tbe 
Lutheran iuarter11_ New Series, Vol. IX, p.390 tt., e.g. 
lioUis the child is" adopted in baptism, but saving tai th 
ie awakened sometime later in life. Regeneration and 
saving faith need not fall together at the same moment~ ne says. 

4'1. Cf. F. Pieper, Cbri9tlicb.e DogmatikJ Vol. III, P.312. 
"Cf'. also Jiueller, Christian Dopatice, p.493. 

;-. 

-
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· Since bapti em· regenerate•, 1 t aleo g1Tee entrance into 

t:tie )c1ngdom ot God. •Exc·ept a m!ln be bom of water an4 of 

tbe Sl)i ri t. he cannot enter into the kingdom of Go4.• (Jobn 3,5) 

In tbis passage Jeeu9 Himself, speaking t.o 1uc·odemu.s, not 
,cl 

_onJy 9~ow9 the· neceesi ty ot baptism (It wa, necee•a1"1 to 

mention this to Nicodemus beoau9e of Pbari•a1o rejection 

ot baptism - Luke ., , 30), but aleo name• be.pti1m as ~he 

· means o~ grace l?Y which si.nnere mrq become God'• people~ 
. ' 

'Bap~iem 19 the s a crament of initiation, not only·'91gn1t.,1ng 

entrance into the communion of'e.a.~ts, but working 1t; 

The Lut~eran Church ie right wneri it p~e after a iaptiem, 

"We thank and praise Thee that Tbou dost graciouely pre­

serve and extent! Thy Cburob.•48 Ey m•ans of baptism eoul• 

are added to tl'ie Una_ Sancta. 49 

The Scriptural doctrine of the significance of 
. . . 

baptism f'or the beginning of Christian t~th and life 1, 

clear. Baptism is an effectual ' meana of grace, bringing 

Ch.ri stian f aith. and !3piri tual 11 fe into being. 

R.~formed error• reject this· bles9ed effect of baptism, 

and make of this sacrament nothing more than a mer~) ~!lllbol 

and outward aign of the regeneration allegedl.y e~tected by 

the immediate operation of the Spirit. CalTin writes ot 

baptism: 

48. r
1
1turo ~ Agenda, c.P.H. st. Louie, 19~1, p.322. 

49. l Cor. 12,13. 
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· •He a.e truly and. certainly pertom• tb••• tbing• 
( the b enef'i t9) intemall.y on our eoula a, we ••• tbat 
our bodies are externally washed, immene4, and enclosed 
in water. For this analogy or eimilitude 1, a most cer­
tain rule of eacrament9; that in corporeal thing• we 
contemplate spiritual things, Just as if they were 
placed before our eyes, a9 it hae please4 God to represent 
them to us by such figure9: not that sucb blessings are 
bound or enclosed in the 9acrament, or that it nae the 
power to impa rt them to us; but only becau9e it is a sign 
by which tne Lord teetif1ee His will, that Re 1, deter­
mined to give ue all these things: nor does it merel.y 
teed our eyes wi t'h a bare prospect of the eymbole, but 
conducts us at the same time to tbe thing signified, 
and efficaciously accomplish.ee that w1c·b it repreeente •• eo 

Other Ref'ormed wri ten follow Calvin•a thinking. 

Shedd wri tee: 

"The Sacra.111ent of::Ba.pti9m is the eigr1 and. seal of 
regeneration. It ia e..l'll.blematic and didactic of tbi• 
doctrine. Baptism is not a means of regeneration, a• 
the Lord•e Supper is of sanctification. It doe9 not 
confer tr1e Holy Spirit as a regenerating Spirit. but 
1 a the authentic token that the Holy Spirit bas been, 
or will be, conf'err!'d; that regeneration has been, or 
will be, effected.•~l 

So al-00 Lowrey:. •we mu st understand tbi • text 

[Tit. 3,5] to teach that salvation is by tbe cleansing 

procesa of regeneration -- by the agency of the HolY 

Gbot1t, of which baptism ie a.n expressive emblem.•
52 

Such Tiew of baptism empties this eacra,,,ent of its 

real meaning. It takes Ood•9 aaving grace out or it and 

makes the Spirit work without means. 

The loud and lengthy cries of the symbol-minded 

Reformed do not, bowever, remove tbe effectual working 

of' the Spirit from baptism. Baptism ie not a mere eign 

50. Calvin, Inst., IV, 1~,14, quoted by J. L. BeYe 
in A Hietory of ehriit'ian Tbought, Vol. 1, p.2ao. 574 - 51. o.T:-a..6edd, Dopatlc ilbeologY, Vol. II, P• • 
quoted in Pohular Symbotios, p.217. 30& 

62. Ae u17 Lo.,,.rey, Positive Tbeoloez,, P• • 
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that God works 1mmed1a t .ely .wbat bapt.11m pnaie••, bat 

it is a com,r;unioati.ng mean• of grac~ ueed b7. the Ho~ 
Spirit,' a ~ the pas!J;=i,gee· ·conRidered betor~ show u,.Da 

1ttben we think of baptism ~e a· means of grac·e b7 

which God brings Chr19tia.n faitb and lite into being, 

we a.re thinking chiefly ot infant bapt1·em. Infan07 19 

tne norroa l time for baptism among Christiane. fS4 Con­

sequently the cviildren o·f C'hri·etian parent., are normal~ · 

regenerated by means of baptism. •1nnerbalb der ge. 

gruendeten Chri~tlicben Kircbe 1st aleo dae Normal• und 

die Regel: die \Vi edergeburt w1 rd durch die Tauf'e gnlrltt; 

sie iat recht eigentlicb dae Mi ttel der 1fie4ergeburt.•&& 

It is abnorma l to grow up e.nd tben be baptized ae an 

adult after regeneration by means of the· preached Gospel. 

Yet in the Church there ha.Te alway• been many who 

have been won for Christ as adults. These were coDTerte4 

and regenerated by tne Holy Spirit by means ot the Gospel. 

Tney alao are to be baptized, even thougb fai tb has al­

ready been kindled in t'hem. Even for tben bapti9m 1• no 

m~re symbol of an already eff'eoted regeneration, but 

rather remains t'he wa.:3hing of regeneration in whicb for­

givenes8 of 9in9 is offerid and conT~ed. It it the eeal 

53. :For the scriptural and Lutheran answers to Reformed 
argwnente on Baptism cf. the fine article "Die Grotz• JClutt. 
in der J .. eh re von der Ta.ute• by Dr. J. T. },fueller in C .T ,11. 
Vol. V. nos. 1 rutd 2. Al9o syn. Report, Ui ttleren D19tr1ct"I, 
18'79 • p .254. · 

54. Rea.son9 for thl• are the usual Scriptural one• 
presented by Lutneran9. a) Children need baptiem, Pe. 51,&; 
John 3,6 .6. b) They are included in the baptismal command, 
Matt. 28,19. c)Children can believe, Matt •. 18,6. 4)Bapti9m 
bas replaced circumcision, Col. 2,11-1i. •)Ho P•••as• 
reetricts baDtiam to adultg. 

- &&. :F. W.Stellhom(?), lC9ea.Y_, •Die beilige Taute in 
1brem Verbaeltnis zum Chrietlichen Leben•, Syn. Report, 
llt\i1r1n »l~\ricte, 18?9, p.23. 
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· of t.be prom19ee of' t.he Gogpel. In bapti sm tbe Goepel 

1e applied t o t he individual, tbue Ver¥ peraonally and 

emphatica lly a.e':nlring tbe baptized of tbe remieeion of 

hi• sins. Like a seal attached to a deed, it ma.tee tb.e 

b~ptized certain ot what the promise otter, and give•. 

The fact tha t tb.e adult believer is already regenerated 

bef'ore his baptism caueee no difficulty. Baptism oont1rm• 

his f aith and continuously ottera him torgivenes• for the 

eina he may yet commit. 54 Scripture g1Tee ue numerou• 

examples of' adult baptiems in which torgiTene•• 1, ottered 

those already believing, e.g. Paul, ~dia, tbe Jailer of 

Philippi, t he eunuch. No·· adult ia to neglect or despise 

this· means of grace. 

In summary, then, baptism is indeed eigniticant. tor 

the v ery beginning of Christian faith and lite. It otte1'9 

forgiveneee to tne spiritually helpless sinner and cleanses 

him of' hie guilt. It gives the sinner all the benefit• of 

Christ• e redeeming work, His suffering and death. It make• 

t he hostile sinner a child of God. The spiritually clea4 

sinner 19 r egenerated by means ot baptism and g1Ten saTing 

f's.1th; 'he ia ma.de an actiTe member of God•e kingdom. Here 

is no mere symbol, but a beautiful meane ot grace by which 

the Holy Spirit calls Christian faith and lite into being. 

56. Pieper Cbrietliche Dog. Vol. III, p.309, Yoot­
note 1059, notes'tnat the Gospel also repeatedly otters 
f'org1vene99 and regeneration eTen to tno9e wbo already 
believe. No one ought object it baptism does the same 
thing. 
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II • BAPTISM HAS POWER TO sust.u• CHRISTIAS 
FAITH AND LIB, ARD JfAD IT GROW. 

(SAHCTIJ'ICATIOS) 

(The ef'f'ectivenese of' baptism does no\ aoaH wUll 

regeneration, but 19 important aleo tor •,notification~ 

Its eff'ect 19 not momentary and temporary, but laete · · 

during the entire 11 fe of the baptized sinnerJ In bapt1•m 
. . / 

regeneration and sanctification in its narrower sense are . . 
aimul taneous .:md coordinated.. They are 11eparated only 

logically. As the Holy Spirit regenerates the sinner, He 

also gives the new creature power to live a holy lit• unto 

God. Yet sanctification is o. re!Jult and natural fruit of 

regeneration. 57 That sequence never changes. Sanctifica­

tion 1e possible onlY for the regenerate; but, on the 

other hand, t here is no regeneration tvitnout resulting 

sa.ncti n cation. 

This sanctification, wbich bae its beginning 1n 

bapt19m, may be viewed from both a negat.iTe and a positive 

Side. 

Negatively, the old Adam, ·the old evil nature with 

which the ainner 19 born, is to be put oft. Tb.er• ls no 

suoceseful compromising between the ,new man and the old 

nature. When the new nature 19 born,. tbi'ougb regenerating 

baptism tbe struggle begine, and it continuee Cfl&98le991,y 

throughout the ea.rthl.y life of the believer. · The baptized 

belieTel' indeed still eins, but bapt19m bas power to free 

57. Matt. ?,17. 
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bl• trom eeni tude to 9in. Sin ie no longer t.be ruling 

principle in hie lite, but 11 an 8"1l ·wb1ch must .be more 

and more ov.ercome and from which he must mon and. more 

rid hioaelf' . That this ie no ea9Y taek nery bel1ner 

know•. As a C'hrietia.n he does not want to 11n, bu, be­

cau9e of the weakness of his flesh he tall• again an4 

again. , The baptized belieTer appreciate• the feeling• 

ot Paul, who wag p ainfully &'l!Tare ot thi• atruggle, ot 

the etr~ngth of sin's power over him, and of his own 

f'le.t3hly weakr1ess. 5~ He know• that in hie earthl7 lite 

be will never rea ch tbe perteotion of godly living for 

~~-'--h he atrivea.59 No belieYer 19 happy 1n .ain, but 

seek• forgiveness of the sine which be commits and triea 

to 3ubr.ue and put off the · nil nature. Tbe beliffer oan 

use his b a.pti9m to ·attain thie end. 

Eacli time the believer talls into ein tie beoomee 

con tr1 te and repe11tant. He seek• an4 reoe1Tee \h• for-

gi Ten~tu, which God otters Him in baptism. Thu• by daily 

contrition and repentance and returning to Go4•• gracious 

baptismal promises, the old eYil natu,e 1, more and more 

oTe·rcome.f•tne da.1].y repentance of the Christian belieTer 

(poenitent1a stantium) 1s nothing else than a o~netant 

penitent return to the covenant of grace which Gcd ha• 

eetabl~shed with him in Eapt18JD, or the continuoue 

&8. ct. Rom. 7. 
69. ct.· 1 Jobn 1,a; Phil. 3,la. 
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•apprebena1on by t'ai th ot the graoiou• promi••• of 

forgiven~9e, lite, and salvation ottered and conTeye4 

to him in thie precioue Sacrament.•~ 
.• • 

And Luther •~•. •Jt you 11Te in repentance, you 

walk in na.ptism, which not onl.y signltiee such a nn 

life, but also produces, begin•, and exerci1ee it. Yor 

therein a re given graoe, the Spirit, and power to eup­

prese. t h e old man, so. that the new man m,q come forth 

ant\ become 9trong.•61 

Sever9,l paragraphs later he says, •Repentance, 

t heref ore, ie nothing el9e than a return and approach 

to Baptism, tha t we repent and practise wbat we bega:n 

before, but ab andoned."62 

To return to baptism, penitentlY eeeking torg1Te­

nees and renewed strength to oTercome e1n, 1• u•ing 

baptism cor rectly. Again Luther: •Thie is the true 

use of Baptism among Christian•, as aignified by bap­

tizing with wa ter. Where thi9, therefore, 11 not 

practised , but t'he old man. is left unbridled, ·-so a• 

to continua lly become stronger, tbat is not using 

Baptism, but striving aga inet :Ba.pti•m.•
6
:} 

Tbe positive side ot eanctification wbich is 

negun in b apti sm is the putting on ot the new man. 

The new znan 1'3 the new creature brought to life in re­

generation; it 19 the new spiritual life which the RolY 

Spirit brings into being by means of baptism. The 

60. J. 'l'. uueller, Christian Dama.tic•, p.496. 
61. Large Ca t., Triglotta ?i"l,?5. 
6!.!. Ibid., pa r. '79. 
63. Ibid., '749,68. 


