
Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis 

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary 

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship 

5-6-1949 

The Spheres of Action of the Inquisition in the Counter-The Spheres of Action of the Inquisition in the Counter-

Reformation Reformation 

Paul E. Krohn 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_krohnp@csl.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv 

 Part of the History of Christianity Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Krohn, Paul E., "The Spheres of Action of the Inquisition in the Counter-Reformation" (1949). Bachelor of 
Divinity. 298. 
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/298 

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly 
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized 
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact 
seitzw@csl.edu. 









  
Se long and brutel attack. should be made and then at the finish, the Zoris=- 

27 

Those rostless movements among the Horisces brought about action by 

the Spanish government. already in 1661, Philip Il ard his nooneeiora 

plamed to send to sea all the Horiscos. which would not bo catochised. 

The. ships on which they were to bo taken would be old ones wich were roa= 

dy to te scuttled along with the passengers. It ws to be done ty: the 

fleet but when it arrived, it was necessary to go to Flanders instead, 

and cheery saved tho Norisoos from wholesalé murder. The words of Lea 

  

ere interesting as he states, "As Fray Diego de Chavos, confessor of Phil- 

ip II, was a.momber of the Junta, there could have beon ro conscientious 

scruples concerning this wholesalo murder.9° 

What the Spanish government had in plans for the Yoriscos: makes us 

wonder whether they were truly human or not. Lea reports that, “Tho alter- 

uatives of massacro or slavery, or tho galleys, or allowing the disconten=- 

ted to emigrate were barely alluded to, and expulsion was in the minds of 

all." Thore wore various propositions the most horrible of which are these 

following... Archbiskop Ribera stated that a body: of inquisitors. should be: 

sot up and should sxscuts spesdy justice. . This wuld leave only a few 

wich could bo easily exselled aud of the others he spoke calmly of burn- 

ing thon, men an] women, by the hundrod thousand. Another was that of 

Yartin de Salvatiorra, Bishop of Segorbe, in 1587. He suggosted.that a   
eos remaining should.be shipped to Hewfoundlani, whore they would quick- 

iy disappeer if the males, old and young, ware castrated.” 

  

GS. Ibides pe 38S. 
Ts Ttides pp. 589-392. 
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VIII. Tho Expulsion of the tioors 

fhile these various suggestions were made ty one or the othor, no 

immediate action concerning tho problem was taken until April, 1609. The 

Council of State unanimously agreed that expulsion was the only solution 

to tho problom and that expulsion of the Horiscos should begin in the au- 

tumn. Tho tine botveon tho meeting and the first exoulsion was to be spent 

in organizing the militia, inporting troops from Italy, and assembling 

Groups to command the coast. The calleys from Sicily, Eaples, and Milan 

were to convene at Hajoroa on August 15th. 

We got a picture of tha common sonse of some of the bishops from the 

story of Ritora at Valencia. Early in August, Don Agustin de Nexile, was 

sont to Yalenoia to inspect tho fortifications there, but all tha while 

he hold a letter giving him authority to begin the oxpuleion. Ribora hear- 

ing of it, orguod that while the Horisoos were an unjury to Castile and 

ixdalusia, the expulsion of those in Valencia and Aragon would bring pove 

erty to the immediate surroundings. ‘hother he hed the interests of the 

people in mind or of himself, we camot tell, but he stated that the ex 

palsion would witness the destruction of tha cturches, hospitals, mouaster= 

ies, brothorhoods, pious bequests, nobles, gentry, and citizens, since thoy 

all doponded upon the Horisoos and their.art and skills. Finally, though, 

he expressed the thought thet the order came from heaven and he would fure 

ther it with all his powers A noteworthy quotation from his lettor to fray 

  

1. Ibide, Pe 392.
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Bieda and the Doainican Prior Aloover reads, "Padres, we may well in the 

future have to oat bread and herbs and to mend our om shoos."” 
Yeexwhile the plan wont on schedule and wo find that by Septenter 

17, tho floot of sixty-two galleys, and fourteen galloons, carrying about 

8,000 disciplinad troops reached their destination ot Alicarte, Denia and 

the Alfaques do Tortcsa. then overything was set, the strategic positions 

established, the edict wes published on September 22th.” . 

The terms of the edict wero fairly liberal and es Lee roports, the 

short notice given to leave shows the weakening power of Spain. Som of 

  

the more notable portions of the edict were as followss The Moriscos were 

given three days te be at:ths port specified by the commissioner. They © 

could take along whet they could carry. They wore corfined to their im 

mediate homes. Fassaze and food would be furnished then to -Parbery. Any 

property burned or destroyed would result in the whole tow being Id.lled. 

Six per cert of the Morisoos wore allowed to remain to keep the houses, 

suger mills, rice crop, irrigubing canrls. Children under four years could 

stay if their parents permitted them. If the children under six had an 

Old Christian father and a Horisco mothers: they would stay with the mother. 

If the father wore a Morisco and the mother an Old Christian, he would go 

and the children would stay with tho ncther. . Sheltering the Merlaoos was 

punishabbe by six yoars in the galleys. All Old Christians end soldiers 

were forbidden to injure the Moriscos byword or deed. As a guarentee 

of sefaty ond treatment, ton vere pormitted to return from Barbary to toll 

their fellowmen in Spsin what treatment they had received.* 

2s. Ibides pe 595e 
Se Thides De 5546: 

he. Ibides PPe 394-595.  
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The reaction of the poople to the edict is interesting. The people 

wore glad because they had always hated the lorisoos end tho. iaptlea lane 

iad the iforiscoa working for their gain. The lords hated the thought. that 

their laborers would be taken from them. Tho “oriscos at. first wanted 

to resist and even tegan to beat their plows inte uoapons. fut whor they 

sew the number of troops assembled, thoy thought it ovor. Finally, they 

ali decided to go, even the six per cent which were to handle tho induse 

tries mentioned above.” 

The lords after seeing they could accomplish nothing by keeping the 

vassals, consented ond aided in the oxpulsiton. The Horigcos arzious not 

to loave anything of value hehiud them, began selling their proportys An 

edict was ennounced fortidcding sales, but since this would ikova led to ree 

bellion, it was atandoned. iho sales were curried on throughout the Hore 

isoos and especially at tho ports, the Old Christians could tuy Hoorish . 

garments, rore enbroiderios, rich gold and silver lsces for a songe® 

In contrast to tho thinking of the Spanish, the Uoriscos eager to de= 

part to a lend of their fathers where they could worship ab thoy pleased. 

flocked to the ports, Troops oscorted then, but still thefts and murdera . 

by. the. 01d Christians wers frequent. Sven though gallows wero erected 

along tho way, and exeoutions wore sumsrous, still the crimes continued. 

AG Alicanto they oaue with music and song, thanking Alleah for his bless~ 

ings. Some even distrusting the royal promises chartered their om ships 

and crossed octer. 4% othor ports, the Spanish, whon they saw tho enthusiasm 

of. loaving, broke their promise of free transportation, and charged the sam 

rate after the first embarkation as a private vessel. There vere throe 

  

5. Tbide» Ba. 895» 

Ge Ibid., pe S96.    
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onborkntions and according to the lists at the ports, thore were over 

160,000 souls oxpelled.” 

This onthualasm of leaving was not universal, for we read of those 

who taking two strategic positions in. the Kingdon, one cna peak in the 

Val del Aeuar and anothor in the Husla de Cortes, dooided ko rovolt. The 

manter of the formor were from 16,000 to 25,090 ond tho latter had 9,000. 

Hexia, the genoral in charge of expulsion, gave them no attention until 

efter the embarkation of the rest hed taken places 

he results of the routing of theses tro positiazs arc terrifying. 

in the Yel del Aguer, it was a massacre instead of a tattle. Three thou- 

sand wore slain ond only ond Spaniard was illled and that by his om fire=- 

took. On November 26th, they surrendered and yoro marched starvod, frozen 

and dying to the porte. avy of the women and childron wore ‘taken by the 

soldiers and sold into clavery. In-the Musla de. Cortos tho Morisocs sur= 

rendered on the promise of life and property. but the soldiers, expocting 

more booty, fol2 upon them ond mudered several thousand. Only three thoue 

" sand wore brought to the port-and two thousand scattered among tho moun- 

taizs., Tho king they nad elected, Vicente Turixi, was discovered hidden in 

@ cave and was giver a most cruel death. lie died a good Christian and was 

most devoted to the Yirgin. This brings to a'closo the open resistance 

of the Moriscos in Spain. 

In such a way the Kingdon of Yalenoia was rid of the Yoriscos ard 

the easy way in which 16 was done paved the way for tho other Ikdngdoms. To- 

wards the end of October, the Marquis of San German, was sent to Sevilic 
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to prepare for the expulsion froa Huroia, Granade, and Andalusia. An edict 

was published on January 12, 1610, that all should be ready to leave Spain 

within thirty days and later was changed to twenty dayse ‘The rules were 

about the samo as those of Yaloneia and tho enthusissm was there also.® 

By April, Andalusia was free of Horiscos and only a few rezained on 

the coast of Granada. tho mmbter is estimated at 80,000 to 100,000, and 
about 20,000 who left voluntarily previously. One inoident is signifi- 

cant to show the stupidity of the Spaniards in practical matters. Cordova 

asked for six per cont of the Horiscos to stay as in Valencia, but wien 

rofused, thoy asked that two old saddlers might etay to encourage horse= 

manship. Since these two were old and had no children thore would be no 

cause for alarm. Lea remarks, “Apparently thero were no Spaniards capable 

of making harnesses"? 

The expulsion in Old and New Castile, La Mancha and Zxtronadure was 

carried out by the Count of Salazar. The Horiscos sold mich of their oro- 

perty and on December 28, they: wore allowed thirty days to leave Spain. 

They wore under the same rules as those at Andalusia and many went to Christ- 

ian countries especially france. The amount registered was 16,715 as going 

to France and 10,642 as going to other lands.2° 

fhe expulsions of Aragon and Catalonia were next. Tho sane Tules ape 

plied as at Yalexcia with two exceptions. ‘The children under seven years 

were to stay if their parontsa went to infidel lends, and the enigrants 

were to pay their om transportation, the wages of the superintendent, ond 

also an export duty on what thoy carried with them. The edicts were pub- 

  

& Ibide, Pe S98. 

9. Ibide, De 399. 

10. Tbides pe 400.  
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Tished on May 29, 1610,° These brought a ory of despair from tho people 

who said thoy wore Christians they would die as such, but to no avail. 

They wero herded together in bands numbering fron ono to four thousand 

souls, without guards, leaving them to the sacking of the Old Christians, !+ 

This apathetic condition of the Moriscos was the best that could hap= 

pen to the Spaniards. because resistance would never have been mt by the 

soldiers sirco the soldiers disbanded after they had gotten their pay and 

the officers were left alone. From dragon the number of exiled was 75,000 

and from Catalonia, 50,000.27 

In looking back over the expulsion, we find some portinent facts which 

are vory intoresting. Hany of tho Yoriscos went to France and the country 

was overcome by then. However, many of those in turn made their ways to 

the ports and journoyed to Barbary. After the Moriscos in namo had been 

cleared from Spaiz, the internal race hatred still remained. At last an 

edict was issued on Hay 5, 1611, stating that all who had been previously 

exempted and those who had returned should leave within two months except 

those tho wore priests, mums, or wives of Old Christians with their child- 

rene This task of clearing tho country of any sign of Hoorish evidence 

was long and laborious. Under the edict issued, six thousand were expelled. 

The Count of Salazar was given the task of yutting the final touches to 

the expulsion. 

But as hard as they tried, the final touches of the Xoriscos could not 

be erasode In Valencia, Le Mancha, and Granada, we are told, there ere 

still commmities which show the Moorish influencoe To the Inquisition, 
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