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. a large number ot troubles and adversities, so.me spiritual a."td some 

physical, it is not hard to take tho translation of "weapons11 here 

because these "weapons or righteousness" are the only means we have 

for combating these ills·. It is the righteousness or fai'tn. Which 

makes i,s str·ong and victorious in the way of assault or defense ag­

a:J.nst all opposing powers. The rlght and left hand arms could 

well be part of the panoply that God has given us to. stand victor­

ious aga.i.'lst these assaulting powers. The weapons of the right hand 

may be the 1':eapons of attaok and.the woapons ot the left hand~ 
10 

· be the weapons 0£ defense. Both are needed by the warrior in 

con1bating these evils sent by Sat.an to buffet us. 

3. II Corinthians 10:4 1 " ..... for the equipment or our eampaign (is) - -
not neshly (weak, bod1.ly, sini'ul.) but p.orrerful for God.·••" 

The id~a. conveyed by tl'>-.is· passage is different from that given 

in the other passages mentioned~ The equipment or the w&apons here 

mentioned are not the ordinary arms of the soldier. Instead they 

arc the equipment of the siege army using mighty rams and 'lballis-. 
ll 

tae" for the ft\.1reck:tng of . fortifications.n These are still weap-

ons furnished the soldier.by God, but they are the greatest et the 

di-vine artillery, capable of destl:'oying the lDigbty walls or pride 

and knarrledge that sinful man advances against God. These weapons 

or God are the mean·s' of destroying the h&stile powers which belong 

to the sinfully inclined human nature and alone are able to con­

quer human perversity and Wickedness. 

lQ. Jteyer6. Sf_• eit., P• Sh9., (n; ~inthians). 
11. Lenski, op. -stt. ,. P• 1205., ( ll COrintbians) •· --



c. "loins (liirt about,- girdle"· 

Occurs in: 1. Ephesians 6,111. 

Classical background: 

-2S-

, I 
rr £. pt f w p CX. , a girdle worn about the 
~ .. 

loins; worn by atheletes, priests, smiths, ~oks, etc.,. but espec­

:i.ally n.amed as belonging t~ the aolcij.er 's attire. The phrase i V 
p I . ::, _c, I e -

1T E. p L • .l uJ I+: Ol tr< V is opposed to E. V v u.J p d. c, t, • 'I'~ word ' " . ; ~ I . 1(ept. ).W vv u µ l is used in the sense or., 11to gird on a person." 
F I ~ / 

In connection with to (, £ ~.S, it means·, »to gird on a sword,n 
. , " . 

as found in Josephus (i A.D.) in Antiquitates Judaicae ... 1'£flfw_<rD(l..t.. 
' I . 

t7v 'f'O,Pf3£lal/_, ."to have their btlter girded around them," 

is found in Polit:J:ca by Aristotle (iv 'B.C.-) 

1. Ephesians 6sl4 ,: 11 ••• ha,r:tng girded your loins. in truth • ..,«· 

In tbis passage the (',reek uses the sin¢ar for our idiom, 

''loins·. n In ancient times, the lo1.ns, encircled by· the girdle formed 

the central point or the physical system., Scripture uses the loins 

as a figure for the sellt of power in the human 1:>od;r. Theref"ore, 

"to smite through the l<.»1ns11 is to strike a fatal blow.. "To lay 

affliction upon the loins" is Jo. afflict heavily.. The loins,. Yi.th 

the gird1e ~r be.-lt aboi1t them were the ccnnection for the· n:-ain pie­

ces or the body armor, s-o the girdle was the thing which bO'UJ'ld the 
13 

individual piecos into a.whole. 1'hen the soldier prepared for 

battle, he first put on his belt. ro this belt~ or girdle, he ras­

tened the lower part of his cu.irass and also attached the scabbard 

for his svrord to it. For the Christian soldier, truth or sincerity 

12. Liddel and Scott,- op. cit.,. wl. ·2, P• 1374~ 
13. Vincent, op. oit.,'"'vol-:-:J, p. Loa. --



forms the girdle.. It was prophesied o.r Chr'ist in Isaiah ll s 5 -that 

"righteousness should be the girdle of his· loins and faithf'ulnees . . 

the girdle or Hi-s reins .• 11 So, with the follO\Jer of Ghrist the sal!IO 

should prevail. God desire.'3 truth, that is sincerity, in the Christ­

ian.. This truth is the strength ~r our loins, i~ hol~ other pie~es 

of armor in place and is put on first.. Without the girdle of truth 

there cl!n be no fim armor against sin,. Religion without truth w 

sincerity is no religion, there is no f'irmbasis for that religion. 

Some ta.ke this truth to mean the Gospel.. We should cleave to the 
. . 

Gospel as our basis, as our girdle,. and all our other armor nmst 

be attached to it.. Whether we take this _11truth" in the objective 

sense as referring to the Gospel, or whether we take it in the· sub­

ject ive sense as meaning "sincerity, 11 both ot them al"'e based on the 

por,e-r and work of God in the:!r eseence and both lfill _give good n:ean­

ing to the text. This writer is inclined to hold that the Gospel is 

meant in this instance,. however. 

n. 0 breastplate., thoraxn 

Occurs in 1 . 1.. Ephesians 6.s lli. 

2. I ·r-hessalonians S"a:8 

Classical background: 

fJJfaS uvvrf.Aot<r<V: &pp~ 1s de&-

cribed by Homer in the lliad as being a front -and back -piece of 
I 

armor .fastened 'together with 1/'£po y'o(t • Pausani-as (ii A.n.) 

' also uaed this term wit.h the same meaning.. It is ot some signif­

ca."'lce tha.t the verb~ "to armn is derived from tbis noun ..fJwfp(<tW• 



-
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This should indi.eate the importance of the breastplate in the a...­

mor of the soldier. This term is· frequently used in Homer's Iliad 
14 

for,. "put one·•s harness· on.·" 

1" Ephesians 6-:lk : 1t ••• and having put on the. breastplate of' rigrit-- . 
eouaness •.•• 11 

~ the head ia ·comparable to the chest in vulnerability. 

The helmet covers the head to pr-otect it and the· breastplate covers 

the vite..l organs~ especially the heart .. , This breastplate of the 

Chris·bian soldier is the right.eousness of Ood. · This is the right­

eousness of Ghrist which is put on by tait.h. ·The njustitia· imputatan 

of God protects our heart and our s·oul agaw.st a.i:r-.r and all attacks 

by Satan, whether those attacks be in the form of doul%- or actual 

deeds of sin which 11e oomr;it through his ~emptations, the breast­

plate of ChrictJs righteousness ·covers us and prot{lets us. There 

is no righ.teouimess 0£, o,n- own, no lljUDtitia acquisitatt .rnicb could 

withstand the weapons ·Satan uses agai~st us .. Since any-righteous­

ness o~ ours is . imperfect,, it can ea,ily be pierced·. But the right­

eousness of God is perfect a.nd guards us against l'lat'Jll in the battle .. 

It might be. a consideration here to think or the brea.stpl.ate as E'.ore 

than just a defensive woa.pon. In tbe days- 0£ the Gree~ and Romans_ •. 

the- breastplate was usually highly polished so that refieotions 

et the ·sun's rays would blind an opponent or,, at least~ lTO\'lld dazz1e 
15 

t'ho .eye and strike terror in the OPt,">Onent •s heart. So also m.th 

].h.. Udde'l a.'l'ld Seott·, · op. cit.-~ vol. 1, p •. 814. 
15. L·. Suchho:lmer ~ Cbr'i'stiin'Warfare~ p.. 20. 
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o,;,;r chief o-pptment,~ Sa'c,an. The weapon he fears niost 1.s juat that 

armor ·of Christ's rj.gbteousnee:s... Re knows that there is no des­

troyir.g when that is used against h:ln1; there is no weakness in the 

peri 'ect right.eousness of Christ through wh.i.ch ho can kill or- cap­

ture s·o::..us. That ·is th~ breastplate the soldier of Cbrist mnst use 

if he is ~c e:me!"ge from life as the viato-r. 

2. I Thessal.onians 5:8 t "But- let us., becau-se we belong t o daytim&, 

continue to be sober, as having P\&"'t- on t~e bre.astplat~ of faith - - ----
In this passage the!'e is not the entire panoply of tbe C~ 

ian soldier which is li-sted 1.n .Ephesians 6-:~3ff. The reason may 

be, as Lenski thinks., that t.he picture here is not one or a life 
16 . 

and d~ath battle against S-ata."l.. L'!J. this verse ·t.here is j'cst a 

comp:;wison between· men '\'rho are living a life ~f drunkenness in the 

darlmess of sin and the C1'.rist!e.n who lives in lig.'1.t. and stands in 

G-Od' ~ armor, aiirake and vigilant against the.se evll f ore.es·. However, 

t,he idea that t.he· Ot,.ri.sti-a.n is standing guar~ and that he has t.he 

armor of f aith and lov':! to protect hi."7l f'ro1?l sin does not necessar­

ily rne-a11 t.hat he coule not be equipped '111.t.h the full ~or with 

which he can attack t he ev-t...ls in the world. The .foremost idea, 

tho.ugh, i a. tha:~ faith in Cr-.:r'-st and an -a.eti.ve love both ttY,T.ard C-od 

and his i'ellow man is too coat of l!lail l'rnieh rlll distinguish and 

protect every Christ,ian in tb.i.q life.. 

16: •. tenski~ op .. cit .• ··~ p .. 346, (I Thessalollians)~ --
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E. 0 teet shod,. sandaJ.-sn c:...r c-•,., ~ , . ,r v,, oo£c..v liO us -rro od.. s 

Occurs in: 

Classica.l badke,TI"ound, 
C r/ 
urroo£ w ~-"t.o bind or raaten und.er.n 

especially to "underbind the feet,. i..e., "put on shoes or san.dala," 

because ancient shoes were bound on with straps.. Thycydides (v ~.c.) 

uses it .in much the same way as is mentioned in our text: iJ,ro&e.${­
UG.Vol. t~v 3'ptq-t£Po'I 't'T/,6d,. -WWith the left toot 
~ I I I 

shod." The noun derived from the verb is~~ J1To6~J.1.a.. ,. and 
17' 

means, na sole bound under the foot. with straps." 

1. Ephesians 6s1S .:u .... and h~v:lng shod yourselves as to the feet - ----..........-
in readiness ot the Gospel ot peace ••• " 

The ancient soldier wore sandal·s usually made of thick le.-.:1t.!!te:r, 

spi ~ed with nails in the sole, and to these, leaves of br-asswere 

often attached for protection on the leg. The purpose of this equip­

ment was to protect the legionary from the gall-traps and sharp 

sticks the enemy might have p1aced to hinder his advance, and the 

naj.ls in the sandals preven.ted him from· slipping in the mire. T-he 

general utility of this protection 1,as to enable the soldier to go 

on to victory despite obstacles and counter J!l8asures used by the 
18 

enemy. Some hold that this description or the putting on of san-

dals does not mean t ·hat the soldier ie getting ready to do battle 

with t,he enemy or to advance on the forces of sin. They believe 

that the idea is merely tbat the sandals give a better f'oot~ng so 

17.. Liddel and Scott., op. cit .. , vol.. l, p.. 703. 
18. Buchheimee» op. ei167, P• 26. --



that the Christian soldier ean stand firm when he is on guard or 

v1hen he is attacked. While tlrl.s is entirely correct that the sol!OW­

dier of Christ uses the Gospel m.th which he is shod mainly for a 

foundation and a !'oot:i.ng for his own victory of !'aith, yet it can­

not be sdd that this C',ospel is 1:.iot used as a means to combat sin 

and Satan. It is· a Gospel which brings peace to the heart or the 

believer, but it is also a Gospel which br·ings destruction to the 

forces of eVil in this,that they ean never conquer over it. Luther 

said speaking of the war against the· ·nevn: JtQne little word can 

fell him," and that wo:rd is the Gospel. Tho good new-s of Christ's 

atonement is- the basis for all Qlll" faith and tor all our attacks 

against sin. While we combat sin with the Gospel, that sm::-e Gos­

pel is protecting our own footing so that we ret:tain firm and conquer .. 

F. "preparation11 
C 

F 
Occurs in: 1.. Ephesians 6115 

Classical backgrounds 

Tactieus (iv B.C.) speaks of npreparation of 

accoutrements.-1 ' In f'aets the meaning of' nequ:f.p.!l!ent"·is given for 
C 

c1~aica1 usage. An example of the verb from thitt root, £to'- -

u d...S u, , used in the preparation or a ·military- force is foond 
> 19 
in Acts 23:23. 

1. Ephesians 6:15: "And having shod yourselves· .... in readiness - '. 

19. Lidde1 and Scott,- op·. cit., vol. :t, P• 703 - ---
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( in preparedness) of the gospal or the peace· ••• " 

This ttprepa.redness is that which malces us ready to plunge into 

the fight. 'l'he genitive of source usod here defines it as 11.eing · 

a 0read.iness inspired by the Gospel." The Gospel which we pic.rt on-
. -

2.-e protective footl'rear teaches us. first of the objective peace 71hich 

God g,:v:es us through Christ and then fills us with the subjective · 

fis ~lir{~ of peace. Through the working o-f this Gospel we are ready 

and e Rger to battle for· vi.ctory-,"118 al"e above defeat because it is 

God's equipment given to us. There is somewhat of. a paradox here 
20 

since this Gospel of peace makes us ready to do battle with Satan. 

Another view of this passage is that the Gospel of peace signifies 

a prepared frame of heart an.cl mind to adhere and :remain in th!s . 

GoSl~el so that \>'e proceed in our faith safe from the obstacles and 

danger·s of ll.fe_ .. __ :eerhap.s. _ther.e.Js __ a _me~1ning. __ to._thi.s _ph."C"..aae _l'fhich 

,vo1lld indicate that whtch prepares our heRrta for the recept.ion of 
21 . 

the Gospel, that is, repentance miich is worked by God. There 

is truth in this if \'le take it to mean that by a life or ropen-t:mce 

which is worked by the Gospel, 1.-e are. protected against temptations. 

'l'he r.iain thought, however, seems to be this, that the C.bristian 

soldier i s to have that preparedness or readiness w.hich ril.1 enable 

him to use this Gospel to combat $in and spread the r.iessage ot 

peace, or to safeguard hL-nself in his ~ f'atth and be '9l'epar.ed 

to meet his arm obstacles and atnicti.ons. The Christian must stand 

prepared with this preparation for service· to h.i.mself and others. 

20. tensld.; op. cit., P• 667,. (Ephe~ians). 
21. l!.atthew 1tenri, op. cit., vol. 6, P• 720. --
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Occurs in: 1. Ephesians 6·:16 

Olassica! bD.ckgroi.md: 

"The -EJ µ p t q S was an oblong shield, 
1 

sh3ped like a door according to accounts of the .Papy.ri Greet e 
. -

La-tine (iii B.C.) and other references in antiquity. Thia discrip­

t..i:-,n 1.!; in aocord wi:th the descript.ion of the Roman 11·scuturn. u The 

eonner.:tion with .EJ c) ,o (/\ ·, "door" is obvious,. and we may ~agine 
, 22 

the .shape ot the shield frcm tbat picture. 

1 •. Ephesians· 6:16 : "••-•in addition to ewry.tbing having taken up 

the long-shield or the faith ..... " 

Tbe shield :vras the primary defensive \Teapon of the ancient 

soldier.. Yfi th it he could PalTY' blows 1'rorn weapons, protec-t him­

self from arro~\"S and. spea-rs, move it from this stde to the other 

to kot?.p his entire body from hurt-. So the shield of f.n.ith is an 

all-important. part of the Obri3tian's panoply. The .faith that :ts. 

meant here seerns to be objective faith. If we censider that when 

Jesus wi;.s subjected t.,o t he temii)ta.tions of the Devil lfe amri-Tered 

a::1d repelle4 tiles~ att.aok-s not with an 11! believe, n but with, 
23 

11It is ·written." Se the Christian .must hold up to Satan not merely 

his boli·ev:i.ng.,, or his subjective faith, but the Word, the doet.rine, 

the objective content. o.r :f'aith .. ·or course, there must also be a 

whole-hearted trust and reliance on this objective f"aith,, but the 

22~ Liddel. and. Scott, op. cit .. .,. vol. 1., p,- 811. 
23. tensld, op. cit., .p; 670'; (Ephesians}. --
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emphasis is on what, you believe rather t-han on the fact that you 

believe here. If we believe ever so firmly in S01'!!8th1ng other than 

this Gospel, or objective faith, we cannot stop the d.'ll'ts of Satan. 

So, tbe faith mentioned is objective faith, but in the partieiple 

we have the subjective factor. If we do not use this shield, if' 

we do not believe that it will do what it did for Jesus, then it 

is of no benefit to us .. However, using this faith we can stop the 

temptations of Satan before they do us great harm. The frightful 

arrows or doubt, the deep-piercing spears or sensue.lity, the harm­

ful dagg&rs of earthly trottbles., and the well-aimed darts of dP.s­

pair are a.11 stopped and made ine.ffectual by this shield of raith. 

The firm trust in Christ as our Savior from sin; the steady de-pen­

dence on Ood for the things of this life and the next, tor body and 

soul; the 11nyielding reliance on God's love and roer,cy--these will 

be our protection when we are under· fire from Satan•s and the wt,rld•s 

weapons. 

n. "helmet.tr 

Occurs int l. Ephesians 6117 

2 •. I The.ssalonians $18 

Classical 1,aekgrotmdi 

Callias (v/iv B.c.) and Aeneas T.act.icus (iv 

B.G.) use this word in this sense-"round the head•" hence, a cover­

ing for the head, a helmet. There i,s a passage from the · Inscrip-
' C' "' 24 

tiones Graecae which mentions a 11'£pc Ke:~ocAcu~ cr-,a,e(I.. • 

24. tiddel and Scott, op. c11i. ,. P• 1376, vol... 2 .• --
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l. Ephesia."ls 6117 : n • .•• and the helmet 2!_ s-alvation do you take .... " 

Ais the-helmet covers and prote.ct.s the head of the legionary, 

so the Christian has a comparable spirit1.,al protection. This piece 

or. the spiritual. panoply is the 11helmet ot , salvation. n The gen­

itive of apposit5.on is thought by some to be used here ma.Y.ing n the 

helmet" equal to 11the salvation.•-• T».e Gbristian helmet . then would 

be that which saves and keeps saf'e, namely, the power of God wortc,­

ing in us, giving us the strength and the ability. t0 remain unhar­

roed in our warfare. T!:lere are others- 'Who supply ttbope of salvat-
- 25 

ioTI1 11 mak:i.ng this pass-age equal . to I Thess·alontans 5 s 8. It would 

mean then that this hope of a Mure salvation m.11 strengthen and 

keep us steadfast, free from harm in this life. Although both 

explanations 3l'e Scriptural in tbe1r meaning, the· l'll"iter ~.f this 

paper is inclined to accept the last ·ment:Loned .explar,iation as most 

pertinent to this passage.. It is better to interpret a passage by 

SU9?lying pa-rts of a Scriptural cross-reference than n:erely to infer 

or dacluee a meaning. lie will discuss the explanation of the sense 

of this passage more fully in the next reference. 

2. I Thessalonians 5a8: 111,et us, ••• continue to be sober as having 

put on. the breastplate of f!il.ith and love an<l as helmet:, hope. of 

salvation." 

Paul 1n this passage stresses that future hope of salvation 

which the Christian soldier us.es to protect and sustain- his life 

ancl soul... '!'his ~•hopeu is not ju~ a vague idea, but is a :fir:ml.y 

2$. ltatthew Henry, op. cit., vol. 6, P• 720. --



grounded looking f ontard tar sooothing we .know is ours. The real­

ization that our salvation is secure through the atoning work of 

6hrist bee.rs us 1lp through temptations. This is the "hope which 

shall not parish;-it this is too "lively hope" of which the Apostle 

sp0a.ks. Mope in its very nature is an active princi'ple. It is the 

mainspring of' human conduet. The hope whicl1 the Christi an llfles as 

a hel?r.et is the thing that inspires him to lay aside t hose vain thou­

ghts and philosophies which militate against it. It drives him to 

subdue those sins of the world in h-is flash lt'hich beset, him and 

oft ,:im en<la.ri.ger that hope. This hope of s?..lvation ·1s the helmet t hat 

[:,"Uf.ll'de t ho h.ead, the citadel of intelligence and vital enera. 

Without hope, life loses its meaning, but witb· tha hope of salvat­

i on, we have a goal for which we strive and a principle by which 

vie live·. 

Occurs in: 1. Romans 13t4 

2. Ephesians 6117 

Classical background: 
~ 

JJ.<J..:(/A'-fd... • used in the 'l'ebtunis Pap­
~ I 

yri (ii B-.C, ),. with the meaning of~ r•a large !<nife, 11 or, a.a dirk." -
The military meaning or a weapon, i.e.,a short sword or dagger is 

used by Pindarus (v 'B.C. )-. . In the Catalogus. Cod-icum A-strolo-ool'Um 
. :, \ / I 
(i A.D .. ) it is used in this sense., &ff( 

1
U"'-X°'Cf0. to.CT<TO-

µ. f. VOL ,. i.e., upossessing power of life and death" (jus gladii). 
r r' 
The metaphorical use is shown by Zenobius ( ii A. D.) : O ( 0.. 



-~ 

/\ ' I #:~X,°'-lf WV Ka.( Tf<J,Po:3 • That use was previously shomi 

in the .Anthologia ~aeca o-t Posidippus (111 a.C..).. In tho Septua-

' "' gint t;anslation 0£ Isaiah 49t~, the phrase f:«X<:A.lfd.. t ou. 

1TV£ ~µ.~ to 5 is used to translate the Hebrew :::l_ / Il .. 26 . . . . . . 
1. .. Romans l,3tL, , "For not ·in vain does· it (the government) bear 

the sword ••• 11 

Many think that this paasage merely refers to the government-ts 

right to use eapi tal punishment.. However., the rig.lit. of tbe govern­

ment to wage war ·is not lef't out ef this passage but is included 

in its meaning. 

"The government is vest~d by God with authority- to drarr 
t he sword not only against evil~aers among its subjects_,. 
but alao against foreign governments or nations who give 
t ne government cause to t1se the sword against them.. It ·is 
arbitrary to limit t he governmen:b' s right 0£ t.he SNord to 
evil.-cloers at home, and to deny this right c,oncerning . 
evil-d.oer.s abroad. There is no such limitation 1n the 
text. 11 ~'( 

2. Ephesians 6sl7 1 "And the helmet or the salvation do you take 

and~ sword of the Spirit,-_ whieh means God's utt-erance ••• " 

It is to be noted that in. the entire panoply of the Christ­

ian soldier-the girdle for t he loins,. the breastplate for the chest, 

the sandals tor the feet, the helmet for the head, and the shield 

for the entire body--all are essentially meant for protection and 
defence. Here, however, there is- provided a powerful weapon rar 
at tack. The nsword of the- Spirit•• is the one of.f'ensive weapon in 

26. Liddel and Scott, op .. cit· .. ; vol. 21 P•· 1085 .• 
27. Quote from "The Ohi'I'stTiii• s Attitude towards his Govennnent 

and on war,n Ooncor~ Theological Monthly, wl. 12, p.324. Artic1e 
is written by touis J., Roehm. 



the_armament of the Christian. This sword is the comparatively 

short Siford used by tho Roman legionary. Pointed, sharp on both 

sides., the weapon was used effectively for cutting or thrusting. 

C' ' This ,.s not the /0 o µ. tp o(. ( cA which was large., sharpened only r , ,-
on one sid.e and Cffl'.'Vad for a cutting stroke only., nor is it the 

_g ___ , ... ' g,,.__o_s __ "°whicb was a straight sword with no edge, used only 
f- 28 

for ·thrusting. This is the standard weapon or the Roman army. 

11Snord of the S.pirit"-the genitive here is the genitive of 

soUl"ce. This phrase is further defined by- the clause which fol­

lows; 11which means God's utterance." So, the "sward of the Spirittt 

is God•s Wor d, the expression of God•s Will. It is the Spirit of 

God, t lle Roly Ghost., who cOJ'!l!llUnicated this div!ne weapO?t of God to 

men and who still g-lves it to men in the f'orr.i of our Holy Script­

ures. The Roly Spirit not only furnishes this weapon of the Word 

to the Christi.an, but also gives the Christian soldier power to use 

it. The efficiency of the Word as a weapon depends on the Spirit 

working in. the soldier. There are two ways in which this ttsr,ord 

of the Sp:l.l'it" can be used as an of'fensive weapon. The first use is 

that of conquering the kingdom of darkness in other people so that 

they may be won for the Kingdom of' God. The Word of God works 

conviction or sin by cutting array pride and false confidence in 

self and material things. It cuts a,ray shim and shows the need for 

a Savior--this is the converting pmver or the Word. Th.is must 

natl.ll'ally be followed vr:l.th that Word vhich teadhes of Christ and 

28. J. H. Thayer, Greek-English I.exicon of the New Testament, --------- .... - ...,_ . p •. .393. 
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salvation so t hat ni:~w l'ecrui ts are won to the ai,mies of God. The 

second use of t he 11~rord of the Spirit~' as an offensive weapon is 

that, or conquering the enemies vthich censtantly besiege every Christ­

ian. This 1.s ·the sanctifying power or the Word. Scripture is the 

roost powerful weapon with which to repel temptation. The instruct­

ions in the f:ord teacl>. us how we are to conquer the ev1.ls remaining 

in us and give us powei» to ldll, more and oore, the sin or ·our flesh. 

0hrist Himself resisted Satan's temptations with, "It is written ••• " 
29 

(!ia.tthel'7 4:46), and He prays tor us, l1.Sanctify them through Thy 

truth, Thy Word is truth0 (John 17i,17). This 'Word, bidden in a 

·oelieving hero.~t w:111 be a power to defend us from sin and wi-11 kill 

those lusts and evils t hat are in our heart-. Since no scabbard 
-

is mentioned, the indication seems to be that the "sword of tha 

Spirit" should be {mgheathe<l and ready at a1i times. · The Christ­

ian must always be prepared to fight battles ,nth the sword which 

Qo<l has provlded him. 

J. "dart, arrow11 

Occurs in: 1. Ephesians 6s16 

'. 

\ to· 
• 

C1assieal background: 

After Romer, this word is used for uanyt;.hing 

For exa,ople, P:lndarus in the Nemean Odes mentions ' -sr1if't-darting. u 

\ 
tho ~ ,os 13/.>.p . , nthe bolts of Zeus •. " · In a. more s_pec-

ifie sense, Pbile in lffllopoeica uses this wore in c·onnection with 

~- . NatthEfl'I Henry,, 2£4 ~ • ., vol. 6,. p.. 721, advances this thought .. 
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e.i."l "eng:ine cf vrar, .rr and in the plural .form ho gives it the mean­

ing of 0 arti~lery .. 11 Fer a description of 11fiery ~farts•" we con­

s-ult Plµt.arcµ, · w'ho, in his Sulla st.ates that t,bey l'f8re darts wra-
. - JCT 

~d with pitch and tow and thrown while on fire fror.i an engine. 

1. Ephesians 6-:lh : "•:•• you trill be able to extinguish all the 

arrows of the w:tclred on~, those that have been set on fir~ .. " 

Ter;:ptationa of Satan a.re here pictured as being "darts" b&:­

c=iune of -their G\'dft and undiscerna"Qle fiig.11t a..11d t he deep wounds 

·i:.hat they inflict on the sow.. Scme consider the "fiery dartsn 

to be a figurative description or· arrolTS which were poisoned so 
31 

t.hat t i1e ,vou.nd they made would be :!.nfl.a,ned and infected. How-

e'\"e!', there is lit·c.le indication that this is what, is meant here. 

It seems best to take the phrase literally for there i& dei'lnitc 

eti.denc~ that fire and inflammable material were u-sed on arrows. 

This is a ve~.r thoro~h picture of Satan's tel!lptat.ions. 'Phe temp­

tations are represented as coming from a di~tance,. for archers were 

U3Uully always in the rear ranks. At times the te,r,.ptations of 

Satan come from most unexpected and unforseen directions, f'rom 

things that appear to be tar EIJ.Jay from evi.1.. But the Devil works 

in sly and clever ways and is mo~t subtle in 1nald.ng his attacks· 

and ambushes. Somo think that this phrase refers only to the ind-
32 

i 'Vidual arrm1s of" the archers •. But there is evidence that it 

30. Liddel and Scott, op. eit .. ., vol. 1, P• 313. 
31 •. }lat.thew Henry, op.eiti., vol. 6, p .. 720, gives this inter-

pretation. -- ---
32 •. Lanski,· op. cit., p. 670, (Ephesians), believes this refers 

to individual arrows of temptation. 


