Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis
Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship

5-1-1949

The New Testament Concept of the Personal Devil

John David Fritz
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_fritzj@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

O‘ Part of the Religious Thought, Theology and Philosophy of Religion Commons

Recommended Citation
Fritz, John David, "The New Testament Concept of the Personal Devil" (1949). Bachelor of Divinity. 296.
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/296

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.


https://scholar.csl.edu/
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv
https://scholar.csl.edu/css
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F296&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/544?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F296&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/296?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F296&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu

THE 3BT TESTAMEIT CONCERT
O THE PERSOHAL DEVIL

- A Thesis presented-to the . . -
Faculty of.Concordia Theological Seminary
in partial fulfillment of the
requirements. for the: degree of-

Bachelor of Divinity

Hay, 1949




TABLE OF CONTEINTS

Introductione ¢ » o s 6 ¢ ¢ s 6 ¢ ¥ 6 s 0 s s s s 08 ssses 1
T. The Davilis Bmiess s v 5 o5 w /s s 56 50 v & 6is o vae

IT, Gemeral AotAVALY « s o s h o v s v s ab s G o s o wssa 9
ITT, Tho Dovil and Ohrist s s o s o s s o v s 6 6 o 0 65 s oo 17
IV. The Devil and the CHUrch ¢ o « s o s s o s s s s s o s s o 23
COnOIUBITNe o s s ¥ o sud %2 ¢ o W &6 & b v oeinE s w33

mbﬁm‘_’kﬂ..-d-o-onld0001--'00000010035



THTRODUCTION

It is the writer?s intention to show on the basgis of the Hew
Togtanent that our I.ord Jesus Christ and the apostleos and evangelists
of the Ilewr Tegtment conceived the dovil to be a very personal cnemy
of our Loxd Ilimpelf and of the commmmnion of saints, [Hs Clmrch,

Tho person and work of the devil, therefore, will be treated on
tho basin of Hew Togtament posaages. Becouse of the mmerous ilow Togt-
ament references to the person and work of the devil, the scope of this
vaner is necessaily limited, The passages chosen are intended to
cover as briofly and yob as complobtely es possible tho activitios of
the devil in the wardld amd in the Clmuroh, and through a study of these
activities, the person of the devil hingalf,

A study of nomes given to the dovil in the New Testament will
introduce the subject, and will be followed by a study of passages
on %ho devil's activity in general, s relation to Chrlst, and his
velotion %o the Chirche

Tt 1o to be noted that the subject of demoniac possossion will be
troated only- insofar as it may add to a bettar understanding of the
devll or his vori,




I. The Devills lfames

~  Tho word, devil, itsclf is one of the most comaonly used vords
applied Yo Saban in the liew Testament, In the original Greelk o JidBoes
wes used to donote a traducer, an accuser, or a slanderer. The Hew
Togtoment thus makes use of it in I Tim, 3: 11; IT Tm, 3:3; Tit.2:3.
& Stafokes thus becomes the devil, the accuser, Satan - prince of the
fallen angels (Matt. 9: 34).1

According to the later Hebrews, he ncts as the accuser and slonder—
er of men before God (Job 1: 7, 12); seduces them to sin (I Chr. 21:1);
and is tho author of evil, both physicsl and moral, with witlch the
lman roce is afflictod.2 £

In the lew Testment $ §ifcdos appears as the constant enexy of
God, of Chrigt, of the divine kingdom, of the followers of Cliist, and
of all truth. He is full of falschood and malice, and seduces to evil
in all possibloe wmys: Watbe. 4s 1, 5, 83 Iuke 43 2, 3; John 13: 2;
Acts 10: 30; ote. .3 ‘

Tionce in I John 3: 8, 3¢ 7ol §«zeriv means he is of the devil, is

1. Robingon's Icxicon - Greel=English, p. 160 {f.
o Ibid, :
3. Ibid,




hdaa

1ike lin, belongs to hin. Tms gie §iafBilov in Acts 13: 10 refers
to the children of the dovil, 1,0, those who are like him, doing his
cormands. U Tho nme {14 @ehos . then nay be figuratively aplied to a
nan who, by oprosing the cause of God, may be said to act tho part of
the devil, or to slde with hin,

Another of the moro comaon names apnlied to the devil in the Hew
ostanient is Satans § Saydy OF §avevis 18 an indeclinable nown talen
over into the CGrook from Hebrew torminology, vhere it meant an adversary
or opponent. It is interesting to note that the LIX translates the word
by using § JimBodos  in Job 1t 6 £.5

In the New Tegtonont 1t is used most fx'equmblyﬁththenrbiele
denoting the adversary,6 Ho is the prince of the ovil spirits, the
invetorate adversary of God and of Christ, He incites to apostasy fron
God and to sin (latt. 10: 103 iark 1: 13;3), circunvonting nen by strata-
gems (IT Cor. 11: 1), The worshippors of idols are said to be under
his control (Acts 26: 185 Rev, 123 9). muwmmgﬁﬁm
_£ls_ Tiye in order to act through that person (ILuke 22: 3), or by his
deons to talo possession of the bodles of men and o afflict them with
diseases (Iuke 13: 163 cfr. Matb. 12: 265 IT Cor. 12: 7). Iy God's
assistonce he is overcome (Rome 163 20).7

The devil is also froquontly called the Ivil One, § govameos e
ﬁmﬁmeizsusudméé_todmtomtmmsm,pme

IE' Tidto11 and Scott, Greeis h « II, p. 1505,

obinson Icxicon - De &
?: T"—TEWP L 2 w Thayer, Ureck- Iisxlcgn of the liow Testanont, p.572.




grievous. Iﬁmhbepaedudsscﬁpﬂwofﬂwmmm"mm
nlight", usoless or good-for-nothing. In the moral sense it meant worth-
less, lmavish, malisciougd 5

The New Testament uses tho word to denote something which causes
lobor, sorrow, or pein; hence it is evil, both in tho active or the pas-
give sense. Rev. 161 2 uses it to express physical ovil, PAxos  gumdy
Lk, gornpdy o Bobbe 6: 13 and Iuke 11: L use 1o yornadv o express
ovil wirich has been inflicted on comeone or may come to someone, indica-
tive of affliction or colamty. In the moral scnse of being malevolont,
maligmant, cvilwiigposed ox wicled tho Hew Testament uses it of persons
(datts 5 bS5 ey Tors pois (el ;xv.ggg's 3 and Uabte 7: 11 ol uels ,
Jornsel %ures  gexshs)s or of the evil spirits (ke 7: 215 3: 2; and
Acts 19: 12, 13, 15, 16.) Thus it denotes also the Evil Ome, Kot
:ESEK;\L’ :i..e..Sa.tm_(Hatt. 13: 19; Eph. 6:16; I John 23 13,1) and 3:12,)7

Tae Tiow Testunent depicts the devil also as £ & Ogss_» Tho CGreeks
used the torn to denote gome person or thing that was hateful or hated.
lloner uses it only in this passive sex;ua. Tt camo to moan sanething ac—
tively hostile or habing in lator use. As a substantive § gy@s0s  is
the enemy, ond in such use the active and the passive seses froquently
coincide, ‘Lator usage applied 1t to sancons #ho bad boen Pi\es Tt ab
the present 'bJ.ne-ms alienated and refuses to be reconciled,10

The Hew Testanent uses it to demote an object of enmily, thus in
Bomang 11: 20 - qﬁm S. s , vhere it is usod in antithesis to

g, Tiddell and Scotb, ope cite Pe Uili7e

9. Robinson's Lesi e Cite De 607s
10 TIIT i Sooth, oﬁﬂﬁ'm. I pe Th9



" ipm'_‘_. In the active sense of something hostile it 1s used as an
adjective in Iatt. 13: 28, ’“Ogg‘; 40pstos ,i.e. an enamy, and in
Bonans 5¢ 10, px@pol Jvres o It is generally used as & substantivo to
denote an ecnary, on adversary, and is used with the genitive of person

(iatt. 53h3; hh, 10: 365 13: 25; Romans J_2f 203 Gel. 4e 163 II Thoss.3s 15;

Rov, 11: 5, 12); dth the genitive of thing, of, Acts 13: 10,

Used 4o depdct the adversaries of the lessich it is elso used wth
the gomitive, Matb. 223 Ui Ses % 8 rebs £x0pobs  gov gmowadios
Kexohes Hoxk 123 36; Inke 20: 433 Acta 2: 353 I Core 153 253 Hebrew 1: 13
and 10: 13; also in I Core 15: 26 and Pil, 3: 18 yd grwvool o It s
used cspecielly to deplct Satan, the enemy, the adversary ( Matt. 13: 393
Luke 10: 19 - 3l phswy  tav Sdvauwy  yoU. Ea&goﬁ it

Tims far the words we have exsmined have shown Satan o hove the
c!mraeterlaij.ig of a hated or hating enemy and adversarys The next -.'m-dg
ve shall taie up, which are agsocicted with or applicd o tho devil, de-
soribe the sphere of his active power. These words arafg_g'[gx_g!_anﬂ :
§ Oebs . e

j_;ﬂg_)l_ms used by bhe Groek as yuler or comumnder, chief or king,
Tt was used os an official title to denote a chief magistrate or governor
in the Athenien Hupive, It vus used synonymously with proafectus to de-
note a Roman governor.1? _

Tho low Testament maices use of this woxd to dspict one first in
authority, hence @ ruler, lord, chlef porson, maglstrabe (Matb. 20:25;
Acts Lz 263 7: 27,355 Roms 131 33 of o Judge, § ge(rys (Tuke 123 58);

11, Robinsons's, ope Gibe Ps 31L. ' ,
12} 7400001 snd Seobts Gpe olbs vol. I, De 25k




to denict Hoseo as the loader of Isrcel (Acts 7: 35); end Christ as King
of Kings (Rov, 1:5); elscihiere in a Jowish usago, G.g. & ruler of a syno-
goguo (Luke 8: iy Hatb. 9: 18,23); tims of persons of wnight among the
Pharlseos and other gects, who were membors of the Samhedrin (Tulke 1l 1;
182 18; 2l: 20; Jokm 3: 13 7s 20, L35 123 b23 Acta 3: 175 ks 5,85 1hs 5).13

' Tb 45 used %o dopict Saban as the prince of the fallon angelsy yoywv.
T 5&\'&0!:017 » Uatte 93 35 eto. ("gmm; Toi, [coemow TouTev ,
Jom 12: 31; 1lh: 303 16s 11 ’%'FX‘“! 18s_eSovules fel) _E._é&_s_. Bph, 2:
2s)s.

§ Degs  gemorelly moons God, tho suprese lord and Fatbor of all,
Jehwovoh (Habts 1: 23)¢ Tt refers also to tho logos, Chrish, vho is de-
clared %o be § Ogps (Johm 1: 1)s It nay be used in the Hobrew sense,
when gpokon of idings or ciiof naglstrates, as tne ropecsenﬁtiwa of God
in the Jewlsh thoocracy (Joim 10: 3l, 35)s In the Creci: conce £ _Oees s
a god or the delty; of Deol ave the gods, isos tho heathen gods, of.
acto 7s L3, § Oeds fuby Pendar ¢ Saton boo 1o called § Oeds rob
£\ B¢os _ _Tebrou , the god of this world; its leader, ruler, instigator
(IT Core Lt L)s Tae Jewm regarded all the hecthen gods os evil apirits,15

Ono of tho chief activities of Satan, as describod in the Il Togbe-
neat 1o thot of an accusors § _wTaywps Tue Oroeis used the word to de-
note one who accused o one who vas a mblic-proaecutor.' 16 Tho Hew Testoe
ment uses 1% to decote Saten as an acenser (Jolm 8: 105 dets 23: 30 353
2l 03 25 15,13); to denote Satan as the acouser ( Rove 123 10).17

13, Robinson's, 02 -c_go Be 100.
® . :

3. T, oo 23
%, 3T a0 Soobt, ope cite vole Iy D 927

17. Robinson's, ope-clts Pe 393
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was an acoepted trait in the Jewish and early Christion ideas of such
eschatiolozical opnononts of God:y o .8 24

Opproseing nen both spirdtually and physically is also in the rcala
of tho devil's poruonal activity as exemnlificd in-Acts-10: 333 TagoDy -
Ty ans Nefansh , s Fypoey  wdrov § Geds gveinen Syl wal
Spvaus , 95 Sidiloev  Eveppexdr qel lsdueves mevms 7ods erw -
SpvoeTevonivens o 1od Swdblevs Sy £ Beoc gv uer gdreb 3
How God anointed Josus of Hazareth with the ibly Ghost and with powers who
went ebout doing good and healing all that were opnressed of the devil:

for CGed wms with him,:

Ss_ Sin\Bev_3 hore we have the use of the relative pronoun in an
emphatic mamer where in reality a new sentonce should begin, _‘o}. here
meens ™o wio's Chrish wos the auo who vemb from place to nluce (dia
in the vorb).' He was anointed by God Hinsolf with the loly Ghost and with
power, énd went aboub 'doing good ad (%o be specific)healing all tixse
tyrannized by the devil!s Thus tlis Josus of Nagareth healod Meven tho
worst imagincble ailnent o o « "In this grephic way the demonincs ave
degeribed. It is the physician Iuke viio rocords these words + « « Pater:
aseribos dezonlacal possession to the devil (JiaBedgs, slanderer), the
head of the hellish Jdngdon who acts biwough his splrid subjecta." 25

The Hor Tostanent passages . heve rafoz'x-mi: to in tids chepter with-
out 2 doubt portray the devil as a very pergonal cnomy of every Christian
and of the entire Clmwch, the commmion of sainto. The passages ghow tha
having failed in conquering Christ the devil nor engages very perscnally in

21'.-' tbid,

25, Tamsil, "The Intorpretation of the Acts of tho Apostlos," Pe 123,




a frontal attaclk on those who have becone saints and fellowr citlzens in
the kingdon of God omdl of Christ,
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Conclusion

In this thesks wo have examined lew Testament passages to see
what berms the Hew Tostenent uses to describe the devil. On the basis
of the New Testoment we have also studied the devil's gehoral activity,
his relation to Christ and his relation to the Clurch and tims to the
indtvidual Christian. Pt

%ie have scen that the names the Hew Testament uses to refer to Sa-
tan give hinm the characteristics of an individual being and not of an
imaginory inflvence only. _

Under the topic of the general activity of the devil we saw that
28 prince of tlis warld he takes @ wery personal interest in holding
mmatmzm'am'mmumumm'mgdm
lfudtothoaorﬁm!nmmbasmmtoﬁnh. Tle also &fflicts sae
with bodily ailments and possesses others to their harm,.

In his relation to Chrlst we saw that from the begimning he thought
he might be successful in attacking the person of Christ and Iis redemp-
tive work end was a constant and personal enemy of the Lord. Having
foiled in terpting Christ personally he attacked Hin through His enenies
and through the Iordis om discipless

The temptations and attacks having failed, wo showed that the devil
now beoans the constant end persopal enemy of Christ's Clureh, and can=
tinues the role of eneny end ascuser by abbacking the individual Christian
‘at every opportunity.

Mﬂnmswuummmmmw-a
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interest in the devil lies in Ms activity here mnd nowe The liew Testa-
pent shows quite plainly thst he ws and is a personsl enemy of Christ and
of every Christiane

So. far a5 tho devil 1s concerned in the Hew Testament, Christlans
are not to waste time and orporbmity on idls speculation, but to keep
their eyes fixed fimily on the Vord: md to be careful how thaywallk.”

1. I Peter 53 8, 9a,
2; Ephegians 5: 158f

o

T T
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