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behalf of wiich you also suffer," Eis to with the infinitive
expresae:a purposé alf."fmugh thoe 1dea of result is not absent.%4

Thely .suffering in itaolf does noi‘. iuake thea :v.-or.thy of the

kingdom of God, bLut it nekes them worthy inasmuch as 1t

hélps them perszervere in thelr feith and cling nore intense-

1y to Christ.

of special intereat to us 'riere, is to determine Just
what Paul means when o writos, "So that you mipght be worthy
of the ;:in[;dt_)z.x of Gade" .IE the kinzdom in this instance
Present or does it lie in the future?

Re Co H, iIenski holds t:-iat the "righteous judguent"
spolren of' in the :irst part of this verso is ;:resenf, but,
on the other nand, he exclains "to be qounted worthy of this
kingdow" thus: "To be considered fit for entering thia .
tingdom et :he finel consusmation,™

4ost of' the couentators hold thet basileia herc rafers
to the future kingdow., It could be taken to refer to the
Present tiie und in thet case it would moan, "So. that you
might be worthy of the kingdom of God, in which you are
now alveady." However, this doos not seen to be the best
luterpretaiion beecause ol the context, especially verse
seven, refors to the future, In verse soven Foul states,

"And %o you wuo are troubled rest with us, when tho Lord

44, A, T, Robortson, A liey Short Grammap of the Greok.

Testauent, o 947=948,
45, R. C. W, Lra:l:sk:l., Op. Gite, PPs 3B85-392,




Josus shall Ue revealed from heaven with his miphty angelss”

To conclude, we hold that Faul 1s speaking of the
kingdoa of the future, IHence, wo would 1nte§pret it thus:
"So that you might be worthy of the kingdom of God which

shall be revealed at the consummation.”

This passage glves no indication whatever whether the

bacsileia is & reign or a reala,

Lphesians 6, 1-5

In the first three chapters of this epistle Faul trouts
of various doctrines. In tho second part he pives various
admonitions with regard to unity, the sins ol the tiue, aud
Christian life in zeneral, In chapter Iive he exnorts the
readers to br Lultators of Christ and Lo fleo certain s=ins,

"Be iuitators of God, as beloved children." Ginosthe
is a durative lunerative and expresses tie ideun that they
should slways be imitators of God., iiimestal expresses
likeness and simsilarity but not complete duplication,46 '

"ig beloved children." "As" expresses reality, "Be
imitators of God as beloved children which you &re."
"Beloved" means that they are the objuct of God's love.47
‘"And walk in love." The kal is epexegetiocal and ex-

plains the point of lmitation, We should laltate God's

46, R. C, H, Lenski cig, (ad s PP. 500-G02,
47_: !;EEE;‘ ::!"ag . ent.'.g:_'!, .pp ﬁo
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loves which 1z liis casential character, Cfs I John 4, 18,
This corract velationship to God will bar us from filthie
ness 48
As also Chiweist loved us and gave Himgolf for us a
fragrant offering aud sacrifice to God." :ﬂere e ha-ve the

acuio of love vwiich we ashould laitate. f‘roapg‘ ora is here

used In a general sense to give the weaning that Clrist

voluntarily gave both iis life and iils death as an offering
for us, Thyvsiao is here used in a narrow sonse to specify :
Chrigt's sacrifice of /luself on the cross, "Fragrant"

shows that the offering and sacrifice were acceptable and

Pleasing to God, Cf. Gon, 8, 21.-49

Vorses {our and five present another uotive.

"But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness,
let it not oncc he nume among you, as is fitting to the
saincs," The "all" and the "not once" _xnake this absolute
80 that thiere shonuld be no sign of these sins in their
lives, Their close relation to God, which was explained
in the provious verses,. wakes it :l.upogsible for them to
commit thiese sinse |

"For this you lmow," The gup is argusentative, Paul
uses both pida which iuplies simple knowing and iiinooskein

which iuplies personal realization. This is not a Hebraisa

48. q. 'u' 1'1. .ﬂns]{i, _2. G‘-t.' pp-. 90-602

=180
49, Lange=-Schaff C oulentary L_ _1_0_93”11_).- pp. 176 °



but 18 %o bLe vrenslated, "This you know,; realizing that=-="90

gvary Jornicator, or unelean person, or one who is
covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inhoritance in the
kingdon of Uhrist and God,". The "every" und the "no" wmaice
it absolute that ouch zcoplo have no inheritance in the
kingdom.sl

Our task here 1t to determine what is meent by "the -

i

kingdow of Clirlst snd God,". This is one o the few times
whoen the kingdos is referred to as belonging to Clhiriste

The Reverend R. P, Du Brau explains that when the kingdom

of Christ is referred to, it fuplies "the economy of Yod's'
grece in Ciwist, .Head and heart of the basileia fou Christou
kal theou is Jesus the Christ, and with Him the believers

are united in the una soneta. "%

With regard to the presence of the article before
Christos and its abserce before thoos, sone commentators
apply Sherp's rule wideh in this case would identify Christ
with God. But Nobertson states in this connectlont "Paul
any here mean to afiiym the deity of Christ by the use of
the one article .\-.ri'c.h Christou k‘ai theou. But Sharp's rule
camot be insisted on here because thoos 1s often definite

without the article lile a proper nskes Paul did teuch the

0 R C, H, Lenski, Op. Git., Pps 500-602
51. Ibid. = 3 '1;-1 om' 1]
52, R. T. Du Brou, "Lexical Notes on the & ngd ’

%%_m;ﬁg_ Theologlonl ilonthly, Vols XIX, no. 10
Bt., 1248 3 PDs 777=TB4, .
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doity of Christ and may do it here,"5d

It should be noticed, howsver, that 'accord:ln.'; o Faul's
concestlion of the kingdoum of G.hrisi: and the kingdom of God
are not %wo dif'ferent entitieés, but one and tho saue thing.
The iingdom of which he is speakinzg cun bo callzd that of
Chirlat, ard that of God,

Aguin the Lerm "inheoritance” is used in thils cormection
by the Apostle, Inheritance implies. tho existonce of heirs,
of song or children, Vhatever Paul's viaew of the kingdom
wmay have Leon, it is clear that ne couciders particination
in whe kincdom as conething that ls intended ami provided
for the childran of UGod,

ilso of iIntevest 1s to a.scérta_in waether the basileia
is hore srosent or future. If it is taken as referring to
tiie prosen: 5iue, thon this clause would glve tha.meaning,
"Those who coault these sins have no inheritance in the
kingdom wiich cxists now." If 1t i1s taken as referring
to the Iuture, then this clause would have the :ouning,
"Those who comsit these sins have no inheritence in the
klﬁ{;dam which will coae,"”

In the other cassages where Paul speaks of imheriting
the iingdom (Gal. 4, 16-813 I Cor. 6, 9-11), the kingdoa

" 18 future. It is our opinion that in Paul's view the

55, Archibald Thomas fobertaon, Hord Plotures in the lew
Pestoment, vole 1V, PPa 942=040a
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kingdon in this connection also is futures In that case,
the present teuse, echel, cannot be pressed too much, but
simply'implies tiie cuhsolutonessa of the 's'tatemant that szch
people do not have eny inherltance in the kingdom, npresent
or future.

To concludeyour opinion is that the baslileia hore is
pr:lmaril_y future and cxtends into the present.

Colossians 1, 9=14

In the first two chapters of Colosslans Paul stresses
true doctrine, thut Yhrish is the redecmer, creator, and
the head oi thw echurch, and he rejects the false doctrine
of the Gnostics, In chapters thres und four he dlscusscs
the Christian 1ife and things concerning his-personal
ni‘i‘airs.54

After the words of address Paul proceeds to tell the
Colossian Cliristians that he and his fellow workers thank
God for them and pray Lfor theme In verse nine'ne recapitu-
lates his stateiont and jpes into the idea xore thorouzhly.

"oy iils peason also we, from the day we beard of' it,
do not cease :o pray for you and aglk that you may be filled
with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and
'“nderstauding, to walk worthily of tho Lord (with a desire)

to please Him in nll things bearing frult in every good

54, Dr. @a, Arndt, liew Tostauent Introduction, Pe. 22.
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work and incrousing in the Inowledge of' Yod, being strongthen-
ed with all power, uaccording to iis glorious power, for all

ondurance and longsuf'fering, with joy giving thanks to the
Father who munde us it to ghare in the inheritance of the
saints in. the light,"

he verses just cited are & joy-filled passage thaniing
God for gracc and uercy wenifested toward the.Colosslan
Cirlcstians,

"Spiritual Llight" might here be taken as future referr-
ing to hoaven, on the basis of its use with the word "inhcrit-
ance", However, because of the following clause which shows
that it iz contrastod to spiritual darkness, 1t would be
better to tale it as roferring to the presont.

In verse thirtecn bogina a passapge which is of ubuost
faportance Loy the understanding of fsulls teuching on the
kingdom of God, "iWho (God) rescucd us from the power of the
Darknoss end transferred us into the kingdom of the “on oI
lis love, in wiom we have the redecuption, the forgiveness
of sins,"

Paul navs of God that He. Mpgocucd” us. It is a strong

word, Luplyias tiat we hed been in extreme dangere Then
the power frou which wo were rescued 1s mentioned. It was
the autlority.of derinoss. That darkness here rofers to
Satan and his rule will hardly be questioned. Ve by no

ueans viere i'rec people, a dread doninion was exercised o*‘ver




us by the prince of darknoss. It must be noted that the
word uscd for dominion is exousia, authority. It was a
sad situation in which we vore mlaced, "Darknoss” uakes
us vhink of helplecsness, the everlasting doome Sut Uod
did cowmething for us; lie accouplished a rescue, “e took us
out of Satan's auiliority. Paul points to our conversion,

made possible by tie work of Christy God's ocotion was not

uworely uogutive. ilot only did ie take us outv of the douinion

of Satan, bui “e translated or transforred (metesteesen) us
into the lkiungdom of the Son of His love,

HEspecially at this point we have many indications of
Paul's view or the ixingdom,

ilore z27ain Paul refers to tho kingdom of Chrlct by
calling 1t "the kingdon of the Son of His love.," "Of His
love," is a genitive of characteristics "His" refers to the
Father, The Som is deeply loved by tie Iather. :

This paosage also casts light on our problem wiiethor
the kingdowm is "poim" or "realm", Since "ingdon" is con=
trastod with "power" which is abstract, the kingdoa la
evidently icre thougut of as beling priuarily abstract in
the sense oi dominion and it is uerely by infereice that it
is spoken of as a place, and does so only to refer to the
sphere in which this reign is exercised.58 fppunsferred

into the kin-dom," does seem to indicate that the concept

55. D!‘o I:'. Be =ayoer, m. ,g_!.j.p' PPe 16 ff.

e
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of "realn" is not ontirely excluded from the commotation of
"ringdom" «

What does Paul wesn to say whon he tells us that we are
“tranalated into the douinion or reign of Christ? Clearly
he wishes %o suy that we now have another king wuho rules

usy; & loviag king. v/no rodeocued us and in whoa Wo have the

forgiveness of wll our sins (vorse 14),

The kingdom here is dbfin:l.tely presents FPaul uses the

P

aorich, metesteesen, to show that those who havo inheritance
with the saints in light are now In the kingdon.ss
To reeupitulate, it 1o our view trat the kingdom 1s
in this casc -redouninantly something which is ubstract
and is thou;ht of as "reizn". 1t 1s merely by inference

that it ic refarred to as a place,

Colossians 4, 10-11

Chapters three and four of this eplstle contaln the
practicnl partc of the eplstle to the Colossipnse - Poul dis-
cusses the Christian life and tells of soue of his personal
affairs,57

"Aristarchus, uy fellow prisoner, greets you." Aris-
tarchus was & Jew wh:o was born at Thossalonice, Ie was in

Ephesus when the heatiien started a riot in which Paul vas

56. W. Robertson lilcoll, Ehe Expositor's dreek festasent,

: DPge 501
97, Dr: %';m...irndt, Op, Cites PG 22,



endangered. Iile was with Paul when the latter was iuprisoned
in Judea and also when he was imorisoned in Italy.sa

"Fellow yrisoner" weans that he shared the hardships of
the gospel warifure with Paul,??

"And Liark, the cousin of Barnabes (grests you)." Lark
is the writer o the second Gospel, who went with Paul and

Barnabas on the {'lrst misslonary journey and later deserted

them, iote that nere liark and Luke are now again with Paule

"ind Jesus who is called Justus (greets youl)e" Justus
is hiis curname, Jesus was also from Thessalonica, not a
Jew, but i, like Aristarchus, was vith the comalttes which
took the collection to Jerusalew.S0

"Dhese alone ave ;usf co-workers for the kingdom of Uod,’
who huve been 2 coufort to @e." "Gho are of the circuu-
cision" is to be connected with "thesa. alone are my GO-
workers,"

Our task here is to deteraino the meaning of “co-
workers for the iiingdan of God." A. Hovey explains 1t thus:
"iith .a view to the kingdom, workers together with him, for
the bringingz in of the kingdom oa®d, while Goodspeed trans-

lates it: "ijno have worked witih me Ior the reign of Gode"

58. Dr. Theodore t:mebner. _;13 nnotated Pocket Hew
Tegtanent, part 8

59. Re Co K, -’-'Gnaki. D. g t.(_ _M}. PDe 200-204.

cls I the lew

61, ZXlvah ilovey, An American Coumentary on IS _OT
Testament, pe Dde
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Fausset holds that 1t neans tint they wers his co=workers
in promoting the Hospel lzingdom.ea " Ge Ge¢ Findlay. states
that it refers Lo the preaching of the kingdoam of Gode%>

It is impossible to deterine exactly what Paul meant
by this phraze, but one thing 1s certain that the basie
ideo is thai PYoul &nd his co-workers preached ithe Gospel to
bring people into the kinzdom, 1f it is to be conceived of
as 4. realuy; oxr Lo bring them under the sway of God's
grecious relgn. If it is to be concelved of as a. realnm,
then it could be either yresent or future, but if it is to
be conceived of as God's relgn, them it is present. In our
opinion thu latter iz tho better. interpretation. - Holding
this view, we think of these men as Faul's assistants as
he was precehing the good news which Jesus had preached,
that God mow thwough the lessiah was ostablishing lils
beneficent dominion, and ttat all who would accept Jesus

as their Savior would be ruled by Hls loving powers

I Corinthians 4, 18=21

In the first four chapters of this cpistle Paul is
trying to coprect tho woral defects in the congregation.
lle espocianlly condemns their arrogancy, as he writes: "Some

are arrogant, as though I wero not couing to yous But I

62, A. R, Faussot , Cit,(ad locum), Pe 582,
63, fhe Pulvpit cmim'g'%t':gu—, 5’&. » Pe 213,
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will comc to you soon, if tho Lord wills,"

tihen ho comes, ho will use his spiriiunal discernuent
to £ind 1f there is any truth in vhat they seys "And I will
find out not the talk of these arrogant people but their
power," These Corinthians thought that thoy already had the
kingdom end it was showing itaself in thew thromgh thelr
wisdom, but Paul says that he will find out the power of
vnese proud peoples le 1s not speakin; of theldr own powor,
but of God's power which wanifests itself in the indwelling
of tho Spirit and in zood works,S4

Then Paul makes the axiomatic statement: "For the
lingdom of God does not comsist in talk but in powore"

"This passage will porhaps shed nmew light on that

aspect of iLlhic basileia which we considered in connection with

Colosaiang 1, 9-14, Here Paul snys thet the kingdom con=
8lsts 2n power, whereas in Colosslans 1, 9=14, he used it
souewhat, as a parcllol to "power” or "dasinion®s |

The cumtentators present various views of interpre-~
tation of tio xingdom of God in this commection. Schlatter
maintains it 1t weans "God's lordship” (Herrachagt)®®
Olshausen steies:"The kingdom of God luplles herese. tho
iiving fellowsidp established by the Savior wiaich lives in

‘5.0 .goml, but menifests ltself in the essential character of

i . 1.202.
64, R, C, H, Lenski, Op, Git.(ad ;m?). ppe 20]
65: A. Schlatter, E;'l'gﬁ;;e en gum Neuen Testauent,

p. 45.




SRR . =
£

those belonging o 14,66 Clarko presents =till another
interprotetliont Lhe lkinzdom is the religion which Jesus re-
vaa.led.67 Faussot explains this verse thus: "Hot sunty
tgpeeches, ! but the .:anifest 'power'! of the Spirit utteats
the presence of 'the kingdom of God! (the reign of tiie
Gospel spiritualiy), in a Church or in an individual, 68
Hore woe notice espocially tiat Fausset states that the
kingdon of God is "the reign of the Gospel spiritually.”
Lenski also maintains tint in this case bagilels means

"reign", Ile states that gn (estl) "mea!l:a neither "consists
in,! 'rests on,' nor 'is conditioned by'; for en denotes
the accoupanying circumstance, which in this case happens
to be also the mark of recognition,” In this commection
he elso states that "the power or the kingdom, by which 1t
1s also nlways casily recogulzed, pro&uces true falth, true
confesaion, true love, and a galaxy of true Christian
virtues, "69 .

~ Lenski also oxplains timt this kingdon 1s not like a
human kingdos, for whon a king dles, the kingdom still
exists, but the iinwdos of God cannot exist without Gode

"God's kingdom exists where God is to be found, with all

€6, Horuenn Olshausen, Siblical %‘i—‘.—mﬂ'g the lew

Pestamenty vole IVy PP &
67, Rdew Clavie, A Gomentery snd Critical Hotos, vols Gy
P. 114,

: 271
68s A, R, Fausset, 9p. Cit.(ad logusls Pe 271e
857 &r B. pousset, Jp, Clb o %oeun), ‘pp. 01-202.
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the power of his zrucc in Christ Jesus, cnd thore 0lonSeees"70

OQur probleir 1s whether we should translate "the l:ingdonm
of God 1s in conmection with powor" or "the kingdom of God
nonsists: in pover." Seeuingly, Lenski's objection is that in
saying that tho kingdoil consists in power, we thersby would
exclude ©hwe othor aspects of the kingdom which are mentioned
in Romans 14, 17 (The kingdom of God is not weat and drink;
but rihiceousnes:, and poace, end joy in the Holy “hoot.)
However, by translating, "The i:ingdom of God consista in
power," does not zean tLhat it does not also consist in
rizhtoousncos, peace, and joy in tho Holy Ghost, In our
opinion 1% ic test to translate "eonsists in."

Here tlie kingdom is concelvad of As being nresent, for
Paul says that he shall find out their power, that is, God's
saving power w:ich uanifests itself in tne indwelling cf the
Spirit and in good works and walch should be in their presens
posseassion,

Furtheruore, in trying to deteraine whether the kingdou
here is "reign" or "realm," it would be \;:;ry difiicult to
try to explain that this "pealm” consists in power, whoreas
it would be polatively casy to explain that Yod's raign
oonsists in power. It i1s this power witdch makes the Gospel
ing Word and it is this
makes us fit to be

not mere woris, but an effcctive sav

Power which works through the YWord wilch

70, Ibid,




