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Gloo.g hOlds tbut "we0 Ntero ~o Pagl, S1.1oa,. and 

~lmothy. ~hey nrc oblioed to ~ve thanks beoouao ot ~l-e 

01rowae1~a11eeo; they are so i'lllecl wlth joy that they o~t 

do ot!'lerv,1ao. 41 

. In t he next claust1 l'aul tells tb8 reacion why they are 
o"llr;;ed to ~ive t hw1ks: "Because your talth la growlns ex• 

oeedingly an~ the, lov9 o1' eaob single one ot you 1noreases: 

toward one ,-1.n t l!or." 

" li'a1tl1.." 1ere as 1n vei-so three 1s faith JD. Obrist and • 

111.ove" la Ohl:'istia.n love wb1all 1a shown to 9ne'a follow ;nan. 
: . 

•Fa.1th and love" include the vhole Christian lite. F9,ith 

la tho s O\~~--cc Ql'Vl love 1s i;he outcome. 49 . 

'lhen Paul tells t he result of all ot th1a 1 •~o that we 

boast about you in t ho chunhes ot God with Nspect to you-, 

persorvex-ar1ce aud .tai tll in all your. pera•outlo:na and the . 

arr11ct1ons wllic~ you endul'0.0 

Tbeao pey•seoutions am attliotions 8J'G nan 1m1oatlon . 

o~ the x-1,shteous Jµd~ nt ot. Goel. n . Paul 1a oo!Ufort1ng these_ 

Chrlstlaua by referring to the cwd.D~ ot oll.l" Lord, at wllloh 

time He will deliver t llem, punish tbelr persooutors, u~ · 

rewrc1 t h EW accordin:"' to His. grace. 43 

"so t l!at yo_u mght b8 worthy ot tho :11Dgdom of God, 111 
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behalf or wh ich you also sutter., 11 B!a Ji2 with tbe 1~1n1t1ve 

. e:xpreaa~a · purpos~ nlthough t llo 1dea ot Nault '1s not abaent. 44 

Thell' ,autteri11g in it3elr does not imke them :wor,thy :or the 

kingdom of" God. but 1t 111akea tll&Ul uortby 1no.muuoh as 1t . 
helps them perservere 1n the1r ralth Wld cl1ns more intenae-

1-y to Obrist. 

or s ,Jec1al i11tereat .to us hel'e• 1u to determ1ne just 

wl1at l'aul lllGt\ns when he writes, "So that you might be worthy . . . 
ot t he ~111sd oro1 or G· d. n Is the kingdom 1D this instance 

present Ol" does it 11e 1n tbe 1\lturet 

R. c. Ii. iienski holda that the "r1ahteous Jud(-9.19ntn 

apolcon or 1n t o l'1rst part of ibis verse 111 ,.>resent, but, · 

on t i t0 ot her ha1ld. ho ex_.:lalns 0to be aounted _wor-t b7 ot t his 

kin,5d0!i18 t huo: "'l'o be c onsidered i'S.t tor enter~ng this .. 

1t1ngdom at t JJe final c011sw191at1on. n.li& 

! os't 01• t he eawJentators hold that basilela here rerars 

to tlle f·uture tbi~;don1:. It could be taken to roi'er to the 

Present t i;Je a1ld. in t lle.t case 1t would moC1D, 11s0. tllat y,011 
' 

might be worthy ot tho k1ugdom ot ~od, 1n wh1oh you &l"8 

Dow already. 11 ROY1ever, this does :not ae81i1 to be tlle best 

1nterpretat 1on beeauc.e oi' tl'!B context, eapeo1ally verse 

seven, N f ers to t he tuturo. In verse aoven Poul state■., 

"And to you who aro troubled rest with ua, flhen the Lord 
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Jesus s~ll bo revealed froil hoavon vith hla migbt7 angel•~ a 

'lo oonolude. we hold that I•aul 1a speaking ot the 

kS.:ngdor.:1 of' t . a i'utUI"e. JJc,noo, vc, \lOUld 1ntel1prot lt thua 1 

•so that ·.1ou mi ght be worthy' ot the kingdom ot God wi!ioh 

aball bo revealed at tile conaU1Jn1At1on.• 

This pu.ssa.ge g1v a no 1nd·1oatlon wbatever vhether the 

bas:lleia is a reign or a Nahl. 

Epheaiana 61 1-S 

In t he .!'1xes t three ohaptero or th1a epistlo l'aul treats . . 
of vari1Jus d'Octrines. In tlle second part be ~1ves vu.rious 

adl11011itio11s t:ith. re~ard to t1nit7, tl• sine ot tlle t~. G, md 

Obr1s t1an lii"G 111 J CD81'81. In ohllpter f"ive he eXilOl'tO t 118 

roaders t o b t, !!a1itatora ot Christ and to f'lee certain s ina. 

"Be 1 1 t a.tors 0 1· God, as bol'Ovod obildron. n G1neathe 

la o. dl1.ra ~ive :Z.m:,erat1ve and expresaea t la idea t .iat tl.iey 

should u.l wayo b C:t i£,11tatora ot God. l.iimeetal expresses 

likeness and s i,ailarity but not oomplote 4upl1oat10Jle 48 

"Aa beloved children." "As• expresses reality. "Be 

11illtators 01• God as beloved oll1ldren v!l1oh you are." 

aBeloved" means t hat t hey a1'8 the obj =-ot ot God's love. 47 

· .n And walk in lov.e •" The JE!1 S.a epe:zegetS.oal and ex­

plains t he 1,oint of bnitatS.on~ \Ve should· 1:dtate God''• 

• 
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1ove. wh1cll is U.s osaant1nl oharootei-. or, I Jobn •• 16., 

~b1a oor1Mact 1~ola tioush1p to. God will bar ua baom t1lth1• 

~~a.,48 

nAs also Cnri~i t loved us am gave Htmaolt tor ua a 

fl'agrant oti'o?',.ng a .. ld saor11'1oe to Gode• .llere ve bavo t •1-o . . 
aoiae of love :llich t10 ohould im.ta.te.. Proaphon le here 

uoed 111 a general sense to give the l!l8an11Jo that Obrist 

volunta1"il;r gavo boti·1. His lite and ll1a de~th as an of'ter1ng 

ror us. '!1hys!t1 is here 1.1aod in a llaft'l'J\T aonae tp apeo1ty 

Chr1rf.:.'• G sacr i f ice () f it! :1seli' OD tlle oroaa!' 11li'ragrant" 

above t hat t ho otta·~-. j_z\-s· a11cl snor!.t1oe wre aoaeptnble a11d 
. 49 

pl~aS11l,G to Ood. Cf• Gon, 81 al.•· 

Vorseo 1·our ax!d f ive present a11othar aotlve., 

"But 1'01--iu.cation and all uncleanness or covetousness, 

let it 1'lot onc e he muua omong you, as 1a titting to the 

ao.1uts. n The "all" and t!le "not once" make t111a absolute 

ao t ht1t there s ,10111.d be uo sign ot these ·a1DS 1n their 

11veG. ~heir close relation ,to God, which fts explained 

1n t ho previous, verses,. 1nakes 1t irdposslble ~or them to 

00111:tt t hose sins .. 

"For t his you 1mow.~ 'l'lle ,m la arguuientat1w .• - Paul 

uaes both o1da whioll i mplies a1r4Ple tmow1na am i.;1nooake1n 

•h1oh :tmpl1ea personal re~lizat1on. , f hls ls not a Hebraism 
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but i a t o be -r. ronslatecl• •T"n1a you 1mow1 Naliz1ng that--n50 

"Eve ..:,y- 1'01•n icotor. or unclean person. or one \'1ll0 ia 

oovetous (tl1at is, an id.olater), has no 1nhor1tmJca 1n the 

lc~1l{fl0lil oi' Christ and God." , 'l'l1a "ever,• uni the "no" Wike 

1t absolute t ht:i. t uucll µoople havo no 1nllerltanoe 1n the 

Jc1J1b'CiOl::le Sl,. 

Ollr tusk !tel"8 i s to detemlne \Yha.t 1n lileant b7 "the · 

Jdngdou1 01· C rist ::-.nd God." . Tb1~ ta om ot· tlle raw times 

when t ho k1n,~do1... 1s r ei'oi-recl to ue bolo:igi~ to Cbr1a t~ • 

'tile Reverend R • 'l . Du Brau explain& tbo.t who11 the klncdom 

ot Ohr1et i s r ~rerl"8d to, it 1li1pl1ea 11the eoonCIDJ of u-o4• e · 

pace in Ci.u,.,.igt. -Head and lleu.rt of the baaileia tou Cllr1stou 

!m! theou 1s Je9us the Cbr1st, and w1 th H1m the believers 

are un1tod i n t L~ una snr1.0ta.n52 -
\'ii th reGe.rd t o t~e pNae11ea or the article bef'ore 

Christos and its abser.c:e batore tmoa, some commentators 

apply Sh&1•r, • s r ulo Y1h!ch in th1a oaoa would 1dantlt'y_ Christ 

v,1 th God. But !lobertaon states 1~ t'i11s connaot1on! "Paul .. . 
• 

may here 1uean to ~ 1.1N the deity of 91Utiat b:, the USO 0£ 
. . 

the one a.1,ticla wi t h Christou ltai t haou. Bu.t Sharp' a rule 

oannot be i nsi s ted on·hare because tbeog ls otton detlnlte 

without t ho article 11l!o a proper name. Paul did teach the 



de1ty ot Obrist "'nd ~7 do it hero.n5a 

It ahm.tld l-e ' e>t!ood, however. that aocord1n; to Paul I s 

co1l0ept1on oi' t!1e ldngdom ot tlm-iat and the kingdom or .God 

~re not two dii".forent entities, but . m,10 and tho' ac.ao thins. 

'l'he k 1 ~~dOl!l 01' -tih!ch· he, is sponki~ Ci.ID be oall6d tba.t or 

Christ, ard t hat of God. 

!t.gu.1.n tl1e t.erD1 111n 1e.ritanoo" in 11ae_d 1n tn1o c.:mnectlon 

by the Apostle. Inborltnnoe implies. the- exiat~11.oe of lle1rs, 

01' oona or• children. m,ntevcr laul1 a view -or ehe ldbgdom 

:uay have )eon, it i c clear ~. 1ut he co eidero p11rt1c1pation 

1n .. ho i n.::,clom a s nrdeti'li1113 t ~u t 1o !ntemod aml. 1 rovided 

1"or t h o ob lld1 .. e 21 r tzod. 

Also 1· i .nte1--eat la to ascert9:.i11 vbether tbe bas1le1a 

1a 1101-e : .. resent ox_.. tutu 110. It it is taken as reteni11g to 

ti1e 3,roae11"" '; i ~-te, t 1te11 ~hi.s clause r.ould 61 ve tho .1neani1is, 

"Those wllo c o.1m!t t.he:.;0 si11n avo no· 1n~r1tance 1n the 

klll{;Sd::nu t: ich exists now. 11 It it 1s taken as rai'err:i.ng 

to t i tt i'uture, t hen this olnuae would have the !ilOUJ!ing• 

"Those who C t.)!';J.&di t t !:lese sins have no inheri tanoe 1n tho 

k1ueuom. which will come. n 

In tho other !~asaage1 where Pau_l speaks of inhari tins 

the it1ngdom (Go.J.. 4_- 10-21; I Cor. o, s-11>. the kingdom 

le t·uture. It is ,'>111' opinion, that 1n :Paul's view tlle 



kingdom 1n this c·o1umot1on alao lo future. In that oaae. 

tlle . resent tense, eohel• oaDDOt be preaaod too much• but 

amply 11.uplies the ubsoluto~sa of the statement that e1-0h 

people do 11ot ha.va an:y inhori tanoe 1n the kingdom., 11Nsent 

or future. 

i'o conclude.our opinion is that the' basllela lle:re la 

pr1niar1lr !'utUl'9 and OXtendo. into t.he pl"9B8nt• 

CC:>lossiaus 11 9-14 

In t he f irst t\YO cl'u1ptors ot Coloaaians Paul stresses 

trlle doct1•ine , t hat Utirist is tho redeemer. creator. a:r.d 

t he lload o i.: t'Lo c 1urch, a.11d :1e rejects tho ~·o.lse doctrine 

ol the Gnoa tics. ::i:n chaptora three und rou.r i10 d1oousoos 

tlle Chris ticm l ife a lll1 tl1inp 00110orn1ng bis · 1>arsona1 

~ti'airs. 54 

A.tter t he words ot address Paul prooeeda to t ell the 

Coloaaian C .ri otians t htit llo aud his fellov workers t hu.nk 

Goel t or '· hcn1 aud :Jl'"O.Y tor thOlil. l-n veroe nine· he :reoapl tu­

lates his state1aent and ;~ea 111to tbe idea n1ore thoroughly. 

"lt'o1• · h i s renpon: also we, trom the day ue heard or it• 

do 11ot cease. t o pray for you am ask that you rilaY be tilled 

~!th i.he lrnoivledge ot H1a u111 1n all spiritual. viadOlil and 

undei .. sta.."ldilig, to wlk worthily of t..llo Lord (with a desire) 

to "please Him . :111 all tllin~ bear1Dfl tl'Uit in ovorr:, good 

54. Dr. Wm. Arndt• iiew TestalJ8nt Introduot1on, P• a2. 
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work and. lncr ous i ng in t he lmowledge ot Go4, being strengthen.­

eel Ylith all power. ncoord1ng to Ula glorious PQ\1fJr, 1"or all 

eDdura.noe and longm1rrer1nu, \11th joy giving thanko to t he 

li'atber who :JUd9 11s i'it to ·share 1n tm 1nher1tanoe of' tba 

saints i n - t he light." . 
The verses ~ust citeci are a Joy-tilled paaaAp t1wnk1ng 

God. fo1' r~ace and "'.e"l!Cy ,,1an1tcssted toward the, Colosa1an 

Chr1et1o.nn. 

"Sp1r1~uo.l light" might he1"8 be taken ao future re:terr-

1ng to t1envon, on t he basis of 1ta use u1th the word "1Dhorit­

auce". llowovor, because or tbe tol.louing olauae which showa 

that it i s c ont r•aotod to spirit al durkneas, 1t \Would be 

better t o t al~e i t as roferr!nu to the presont. 

In verse t hirteen be31na a passage vll1ch is oi" utln:>st 

1 ur,0J1i-:cu1c e l? or tho ttndorot and1i'l,t; of! r aul Is teuoh1:ne; 011 t lle 

tc1ngdwn of Goa. " \'lho (Ood) reaouod uo t,,om the po'fler ot the 

Da.rkmas Wld tra.nsrerrad ua into the k1ngdcm or the =:.on of 

111a love• 111 WH Olu we bave t he rede.Jl)t1on, tlle 1"org1 veneaa 

01• sins." 

Paul sa,J' s ot God that }l_ . "reccued11 us. It 1a a strong 

v,orc1. :h.19lying tta t we had been in extreme d0113er. Tb.en 

the por,ol" i'r oiu widoh wo were rescued is a:ient1oned. It waa 

the autbority . or darlmosa. fbat darkness here raters to 

Satan cm.cl h is r llle will hnrdly be questioned. \'le by no 

means were 1·ree people• a clrood dClllin1on was oxero1aed. over 

.. 



us by t ho p rince r da rlmoaa, It must be not,cd that ~ 

word used fo t• d lili111on is exous1a, authority. It vaa a 

sad situation 1n allicb we WON ;-,laced. "Da1-J.a1ossn :Jakes 

ua th111k or bel pleeaneas., tlle overlaatins doom. But Ood 

did soiaethi n.; fo'f.i u~; He aocoin,,11sbad a rescue, "'e took us 

out ot Satan• s authority, Paul points to our oonvora1on, 

made r,ossible by t l'le work ot Obrist, God's aotion was not 

merely uegu.tive. trot only did l:Jo take us out or the do:d.n1on 

of Satan, ~ut e t r nnslntod or tranate1'1'8Cl_(r.ietosteesen) ua 

into t h e J~i H(P.OJn of' t he Son of lits love. 

Bs pco1c.lly e.t 1-~~10 point we have wmy :l11d1oat iorm ot 

Paul's v!ow 01 ~11e k1. gdom. 

He1•e uBa1n l2a.ul 1re1~ers to t ho kingdom 01' C\u-1at by 

calling 1 t " t :i1e ~<irigdo!il r t -.e ..,on of" ll1s love." 0 0t His 

love," i s a eenitive or oho.raoter1at1o• dD1s• reters to t he 

Father• T.1e on 1s deepl y loved by t bs l"atller. 

'l'bls l>ua sage· also cast~ li5'ilt on our proble::m \"lhotlwr 
n · n 

the k1ngdou is "ra1;.;n" or "realm"• Since !tingdOlll 1a oon-

traated v,1t h "power" \7b1ch t s abstract, the kingd~ is 

evidently ii re t h ugiit ot as being pr11ao.r1ly abstract 1n 

tlle sense of: dol111n1on and 1t 1s merely by 1nf'ereuce that it 

is spok en o r as a place; and doeo so only to refer to the 

BPhore in wil.:tch t ills re113n 1s ,~aro1sed.65 nTituustened 

into ;}le k i l'l rdOlll," does seem to 1nd1oota tha~ the concept 
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ot a~ealm" 1s not entirely excludod trom the cormotatlon ot . . . . . . , 

"k:111gdom". 

miat does Paul i.1eu.n 'to stiy when he tolls us t h at t::e are 

·t!'aJlEtlatocl into t li
0 

do1111n1on or :roi~ ot Christ'l Clearl.y 

ho wishes t o ~sc.~r t hat we now !lave another king vho l'lllea 

11&• a l aving kings :-thl? rod,eOliled ua and in r.,hom-' O.b _have the 

forgiveness of' nll oitr- aina "(verse 14). 

Tl'l8 k i n:;,dom here i s dot!nitely J:.Nsent. .Paul uses the 

aor1ci;• mete s t eesen, to ·ahow that tllost:J ~'110 have 1nller1tance 

v1th the &aints 3.11 l i sh t al'8 llOW 1D tho k1ngdaa,.66 

To r ocui:,itulat e , .it in our view t ,,at the kingdom is 

1n this caoo rodorriinnntly ao1aeth1ng 1,il11ch is u.bntraot 

1111d is 'i.h Ui ;i. t or aa "rel~". It ia me1"8l7 by !.n1'ere11ce 

tbat it is ror orred to as a. place. 

Colossirms 41 10-11 

Ci1a })ter~ t u-.e·o nnd f oul" of this epistle oosttcin the 

pract1o r1l ;:la.rt of t ! , epistle to the Ooloasians. · Pau1 c11a­

ousaes t he Christian life and tells or soJJlG or bis peraona.l 

ati'alra.6'1 

"Aris t a rohua • nt'J te llow· prisoner, greets you. n J\r1s­

tal'Chua YIO.B a Jew who was born at Tllesstllonioa.. lie was ln 

Ephesus ,~hen t it.a 11oat l en . started a riot ln wb1cb Poul was 



emangGred. llct \1as with Paul wha.n the latter waa imf,rlaoned: 

:ln Judea. cu1d also when ha \7G.S 1m?r1aomd in Italy• &8 

"Fell~ 1irisoner" !4Etana that he al1D.1"9d the bardahips ot 

tho gospel \"lar1·a1•e wi tll Paul .. 09 

"Am ark• the cousin ot ~rnabaa (greeta you). 11 r.iark 

1s the writer m· the s econd Gospel, who went with Paul and 

Barnabas 011 t he 1'1rst m1ss1onul'J joume7 and later deae'l'ted 

tllem..- Note tha t :11ere · ·ark aud Luke aN now o.saln aJtll Paul.-

. "And Jesus who is called Justus (sreeta you) .,• Justus 

:la bis ournomo-.· Jesus was also from flleaaalom.ao.11• not a 

Jew. but he, lilte Ar1starohus•· ma t4tb tlw ccxa1U1tteo which 
' 

took tlle collection to Jeru.salei.i._60 

11'l'hese alone are i"u'f oo-workera tor tlie lc1ngdoa of ooc1.· 
who h u~e Leen ll co,iltort to me •. .n ~mio are or the o11'0um.­

o1sion11 1a t o be oomiected '71th "tlwse alone are my oo­

workers • .1' 

Our task here :ls to deteNino the meil.111ng ot 11
00-

workers f or t he idugdOia or God." A~ ijovey explaim 1-t thua: 

• ,,1th .a view ti:> t he ltingdom,, ,-sorker.s ti0gethe11 v1th him•· ror 

the bringing in o!" the k1l1gdom61, wl111e Good.speed tram- · 

late a 1 t: " i'"ibo l°'..ave worked Vii tll me t or uhe re1gn ot Goel, n 

se. Dr. Theodore Gr aebner, ~ba A:anotatd foakat .. lfew 
'Testa.ilent. part .8.'1'. P•: 43•, ... .- ) S00-201 

59. R •. C. ft. Lenski• !a!.• pl.tu~ 19QP •· PP• · • 
eo. Ibid. II 
61. iivafi Hovey. An Amorloan Ooaaent!FJ on the ..a 

Testament, p~t>4, 



Pauaaet holds t 'hat it neons t hat . thaJ wero tila co•\TIOrkera 

ln pX'OtllOting t he Goaz,el ld~'Clom• 62 . Ge Ge: Findlay. ato.tea 

that 1.t ret era t o the preaoll1DG of the kingdam ot God. 65 
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It 1s i mposs ible to detendua exo.otly whai. Paul :want 

by this ~hra::1e·, but om thing la certain that the basic 

idea la tba ,; Pa.111 o.nd 111a oo-uorkers pNaobed t be Goape1 to 

bring people into t ho k1n~d0lll, lt 1t ts to be oouceivod ot 

au n. N alm, or t o bring them under the :111&7 ot 0od.1 a _ 

grao!oua reign. It it is to be concseS.ved ot as a,. realm, 

t hen i t c o l d bf) ei t her 1:iresent or future. but if it 1s to 

bu conceived of as God's ro1gn,. then lt lo 1,resent. In our 

op1n1on t hlt l attcn, iu t ho better. intarpreto.t:lon. • HoldlDG 

this vie\: , v.-e i; 1ink t>r t hese ;,1e11 aa Paul' a assistants aa 

he was preuc l 1118 t he ..,.-ood nows wllloh Jesus hG.Cl preached, 

tlla t God now t :u.~011zh be ldesa1ah tl&8 ostabl1ab1ng His 

bene1'1oant d o1.1!.1'1on, t:md t !J:Lt all whO wou~d aaoept Jesus 

aa their 3uv1or y1ould be yuled by _Hla lo~1:ng power.· 

I Oor1nttt1ans ,, 18-21 

In t l10 firs t f our chapters o1' t h1s fJp1a"Gle Paul. ia 

trying to corNot the :11oral defeats in the oongresatlon-. 

IIG especially colldenu.'18 t be11' a.rroganoy, aa he writes I "Somo . 
are &1Toga11t,. as ~ou3h I wero not oalid.DG to J'O~• But I 
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"111 oomo to you soo1,, 1t t ho Lord wllla~ • 

'rJban h o comes. ho \'1111 use .his op11'S.tual 42:ooal'Dmont 

to 1"1:m 11' there is a.1iy tNth 111 wha11 they aay_. •Am I will 

1"1nd out not tllB talk ot theoe awoaant people but their 

power .• 0 Tbese Cor1htb1ans thought that thoy alNady liad the 

kingdOJ!l ,ind i;t ~as showing 1 tnult 1n thom through tho-lr 

\11sd :>zs., but P!1ul so.ya 'that be w111 1'1114 out tlie power 01" 

1,.uc,so proud people. Ile is not apeakl'Dl!a ot their o\1D paor11 . . 
but or GodJ' s po\1er which :::anitosts !taelt ln the 1ndvoll1ng 

or tho Su1r1 t and in ood \'iOrka • 64 
• I 

1'hon .Paul ~takes tile ax1omo.t1c s f:·ataent I •Por the 

k1ngdon~ or God doec 11ot consist 1n talk bu.t in powe~• 0 

"Tbls passage wlll pol'hapa abed nev l:13ht on tbat 

aspect o'i: ho basilGla 11:11ch w considered. 1n connection vlth 

Coloo111ar,is l, 9-1-\,, lie1'8 Paul soya that the kingdom co~ 

alsts !n po,1er,, wherean in Ooloaolans l:, 'll.!91~, he used it ., 

aomawliat, a s a p&.l"'c.l ,.e1 to "poJ1Gi9" or "d.minlon".• 

'l'he c o. •--~nts.tol'S l)resent .voriona views of 1nt.erpre~ 

tn.t1on of tho kt»gdom of Go4 1D tbia c~t1on. Sehl.at~~• 

110.lnt11i!.1S t h at it !:loam •"God's lol'dslltP" (!IE£seW10>66 

Olsbause11 s tatQ& : "The ldngdCIII ot God 1.-apl::S:~a hero-•• the 

livil'!G fellowaldJ) established by the Savior vb!oh lives in 

~Ge .soul; but manifests 1toelt 1n the essential character or 
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those belo. gi ns to it. nGG Claiiko pl'8aents et1U another 

!D'tttri>retu;tior1: the kin:;dof.! is the re11g1on \!hicll Jesus N• 

vaaled. 67 Fausset explains tllia vorao t '· us: "Uot e2r,t7 

•speeches, 1 but the uan1test •power• ot the Sp1r1t, U:tt-eata 

the presence ot 'tbe ki l'J.&"dOla ot Goel• ( the Nign ot th~ 

Oospe l sp i ri t uaU.y ), in a Oh,troh · or in an 1Ddlv1dual. a68 

Hare "e 'notloe especially t!.at Fausset stat~a that t.'liie 

k1ngd0lil t.>.f Goel i s "the reign ot tbe Goapol splrltually.a 

Lenski al so ma1nta111s ... i~t in this case baallela iil8Gll8 

"re1gn8
• He states t hat .!!! (eat!) •means neither I consists 

in, 1 •rests on,• nor •1a com.1t1onad by1 I tor.!!! denotes 

the acood1_ u11yi ng circumst,mce, vh1ob 1n th1s case hai>pena 

to be also tho 1 ark Qf raoognitS.on,. n In t hia connection 

he o.lso states t l:iat •the power ol' tbe kingdom; by v1blch 1 t 

1s also ulways ee.s11:r recognised, procluoes true talth, true 

oontf?as1on, tl"lle love, o.nd a galu7 or true Christian 

v1rtuea.n69 

Lensti also e:xpla1tlS .t i • t thla ktngdcm 1s not 11ke a 

hwuan klnedo;r1• !'or 'iib.en a !dug dies, thG ldr.gdom • till 

eX1eta, but the lc1ngd0!:1 of: God cannot e.uet w!t!:1out <iod •. 

"GOd•a k 1ng(!Oh1 exists where God 1s tQ be toUDl, with all 

SG!I 

6'1 .• 

68~ 
69,., 

lie1"1J ann 0l 3'1ausen; Biblical Olf.ientm ,J?.D ~ ?law 
~e s twnenti vol. IV1 pP11 mRS-25~ 1 AdEU!l dinr!co, A ao~-mumtan !D4 grltloB.l, Botea. VO • 

6.-
p. 114. - ) 271 
!~. R, Fo.ll!lsflt, Op. CiSlf-tJ-ium • )p~ -• 201-802 a, C. n. il0ll8k1, !m• • .. . OOUIII , PP• • 
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the power of his gruco 1n Ghrist J'esua, and the'l"8 al.one •••• ""° 
Our P1:°ble 11 is whether '18 su.ould 'branalate 0 the. t::1ngdom 

ot God 1a in comwct!on w11.1l powor• or "tile klnr..a~Ol!l of' God 

com1sts in pot1or. 11 Seea1:ng1J, Lenski I a objeotlo~ la that 1n 

saying t h a:ii ·~ho 1'.::1ngd0lsl 0011&!.ats in pover, we tbereby' would 

exclude t he ot her aGpects ot the k1Df3dCD wb1cb are montloned. 

1n Ro.iwna 14, 17 ( 'l'he kingdom or God 1a not ,!leat and dr1nkJ 

·but r 1"~ t eousnes s , o.nd pouae, and Joy 1n the Holy \i::ost.) 

llowevei~, b ~ translating, "Tl1e t:ln(;dOlll o1· God aonsiata ln 

power, n does not .. eon t lmt it does not als~ oorm1st in 

r1~J1teous :t"..eos, p0aoe, a:ud. Joy in tho Holy Ghost, ID our 

opinion 1 t i s h tst t o translate noo11Siata in.• 

Here t he k i :t"lt?,"doin is conceived ot as being prese11t, for 

Paul says t ha. t b e s i•:all 1'11ld ou~ their power, tllat ls, aoc1• a 

saving power w. •ich uailS.testa itself in ~ile 1:adwll!nq c f the 

Sp1r1 t an.d i n good works and vll1ol1 a110Ulcl be 1n their present 

poaaeaa:lon. 

li\irthermoro, •i n tey!ng to determine ~hetller the kinsdom 
. ::,· 

here is "reign" . or 0 ?:"ealm, n 11;_ would be. veFY d1ttioult to 

try to explain that t his •re.alm0 consists S:n power, \7110reaa 

J.t \10uld be rel atively easy to explain that Uo4•a r elgn 

oonss:sts in 1,ower.. It is t llis power ~ll!.ch iilllkea tJ• Gospel 

not mere words, bu1; an ettcat1ve aavlDG l'lo1"Cl a.rad it 1s t .bla 

power which works throuES]1 thO fiozwd wllloh maicea us tit to be 


