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has toward one's fellowman? It secms & bit odd to com-
pare saving faith, In any way, with the laith between
fellovmen. Tae seconddlfficulty rises from his disting-
tion between wanting faith and having faith. If he re-~
alized that wantlng faith is having 1t already, he would
probably have avolded this whole confusing discussion.

The bestowal of faith in thé promise of salvation
for Christ's sake upon a sinner who knows and laments his
gin is converslion. Hoody, the evangelist, vas greatly
interested in bringing about conversions, and had a good
deal to say on the subject.

In a 1ittle book titled The Overcoming Life, loody "
sets forth the marks of true repentance, which includes
conversion. He says a man ﬁuat first be convicted of
ain. He feared that if a man professed to be converted
without realizing the heinousness of his sins, the first
breath of opposition or ridicule would draw him back in-
to the world again. He believed that no one can find the
Savior until he is brought down on his knees, completely
humbled, with no hope left in himself. #oody mentioned
three things which God uses to lead men to this convie-
tion: (1) Consecience; (2) the Word of God; () the doly
Spirit. %2

Moody felt that a person camnnot violate hls conscience

without being self-condemned. Yet he could not accept

42. Dwight L. iloody, The Overcoming Life, pp. 59-4l.
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consclence as a safe guide because often it does not tell
us & thing is wrong until the deed is done. @od must
illuminate it, since it partakes of our fallen nature.
A second factor agalnst conscience as a safe guide 1s this,
that 1t gets to be like an alarm-clock which arouses us
at first, but loses its effect when we become used to 1t, %0
In our time, says koody, our Eibles are the means by
which God produces convictions. It tells us wnat is right
and wrong before we commit sin, and is an infinitely more
effective means for producing conviction than ¢:=onac:lence.4'4L
Hoody belleved that the conviction worked by the
Holy CGhost 1s not a legal conviction, but an evangelical
conviction. The Holy Ghost convinces men of sin because
they have not believed on Jesus cnrist,.not for some sin
against the law of God. According to iicoody this is also
what Peter preached on Pentecost when he told the Jews
that they had not believed on the Christ whom they cruci-
fied. People who do not believe today, are convicted
of this same sin by the Holy Ghost.%® mhis then is first
evidence for the fact that koody taught that the Holy
Ghost works directly, outside the WOrd, in converting a
man. We ;hall hear more of this later. But whether
lioody understood correctly how a man is convinced of

sin, he was correct in stating that & man must be con-

45, Ibid. s PDe 4] =42,
44‘ m-, P. 420
45. Ibid., pp. 45-44.




vinced of sin before conversion can take place, In &
discussion of the thief on the cross, lMoody states:
The great trouble ia, people are trying to

make out they are not sinners; and therefore there

is no chance of reaching them. But this thief

said, "Our sentence is just"; and he took his

place among sinners. There 1s no hope for a

simmer until he sees the condemnation is a just

condemnation; because he has sinned, and come

short of the glory of God.46

After conviction of sin, loody calls the next step
contrition, deep godly sorrow and humiliation of heart
because of sin. He claims that 1f there 1s not true
contrition, a man will turn right back into the sin,
There 1s no repentance without contrition. Moody repeats
after the Psalmist, "A broken and a contrite heart, 0
God, Thou wilt not despise." He says that many sinners
are sorry that they cannot continue in sin; but their
hearts are not broken,%7

After conviction and contrition comes the confes=
sion of sin, On the basis of the Bible warning, "He
that covereth his sins shall not prosper," loody urges
sins to bs confessed, and this in one of three ways. All
sins are sins against God, therefore they must be con=
fessed to Him. No mortal ear need hear sins which are
only between oneself and God, But if some person has
been wronged, then the sin must be confessed not only to

God, but also to that person. If there is too much pride

46, Remlap, op. oit. o 126
47. m?l@?:'l.. : ody, % i Overcoming Life, pp. 44=45,




to confess a sin to a fellowman, Moody warns that there
will be no need to come to God. "First be reconciled to
thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift." The
third class of sins must be confessed publicly. He felt
that a blasphemer, a drunkard, or a reprobate, should
made the confession as public as the transgression. In
summing up hls remarks on confesslion, Moody qQuotes the
familiar passage, "If we confess our sins, He is faith-
ful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us

from 811 unrighteousness."%®

Now says lMoody, the next step 1s conversion. Conver=-

sion can mean the new birth. He, however, here explains
the term as being a turning to God. Since ain is an
aversion from God and converslion to the world, true re-
pentance should be conversion to God and aversion from
the world. It is a translation out of the kingdom of
darkness into the kingdom of J.ight.49

In order to present Moody's bellefs in order, we
take up .the next and final step. Comments on the pre-
ceding will follow at the close of this dlscussion.

If one is converted, says Hoody, the next step is
to confess it openly. He quot;s, "If thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus Christ, and shalt belleve
in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead,

thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man belleveth

48. Ibid., pp. 45-47'
49, Ihiao, Pbe. 4%7-49.




unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is
made unto salvatlion." He culls confession of Christ the
culmination of the work of true repentance. "iHe died to
redeem us, and shall we be ashamed or afraid to confess
Him? "0

In following through loody's ateps as above, we no=-
tice immediately the absence of the mention of faith as
the reason for turning to God. It 1s very odd that the
first mention of Christ comes actually after conversion,
and is mentioned only as a result of conversion. On the
basis of other sermons and writings i1t seems that iir,
lioody here simply took a great deal for granted. He
supposed that the reader understood that the turning to
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God really meant & turning to God through faith in Christ.

To justify this charitable observatlion we note the follow=-

ing excerpts:

‘ie came unto his own, and his own received him
not. But as many as received him, to them gave
he power to become the sons of God." To them that
received him. Cannot you receive him to=night?
eee I8 1t not a wonderful thing that the Prince
of Glory should come from heaven and offer himself
to poor simners like us? Will you not have him
in your heart?...

Christ is the life-boat; he comes to every
perishing soul, He says: "Trust me; I“vd.ll carry
you in my arms to the kingdom of God. Cannot you
trust him to-night, sinnerf...

Jesus is in our assembly to-night; and now
while he is here, while he is calling you t?'
himself, will you not come to the ark?... I
stand at the door and knock; if any man hear my

w. Ibid.’ pp. 49-52|




voice, and open the door, I will come in to

him, and will sup with him, and he with me."

Will you let him in to-night, dear friends? Will

you unlock the door of your heart? Pull back those

rusty bolts and say, "Welcome, thrice welcome into

this heart." ilay God help you this night to be

wise for etegnity, and receive Jesus Christ as

your Savior.9l

The following leaves no doubt &s to iioody's real
meaning of conversion, "...1f you are not converted you
will be worse and worse, and not better and better.
You must have a new birth, We start 1ife at the Cross.
When you are converted, that is the time you are born.
esChrist coming into this heart is a new birth; and if
I have Christ's 1ife, I can challenge death."92

loody in no way credits man's conversion to any-
thing he has done. It is entirely the work of God, or
more specifically, tne work of the Holy Ghost. The
following quotations indicate that lioody believed even
the conviction of sin to be the work of the Spirit.
"There is no preacher that can convince men of 8inj...
that is the work of the Holy Ghost."%® "You can't
reach a man thaet the Holy Ghost hasn't entered. The
Holy Ghost must convince him of sin,"0%

Other beautiful expressions of the Holy Spirit's
work are these: "When a man preaches Christ, then the
Holy Ghost has got something to do = tg carry home the
message to the hearts of the people...then the Holy

Ghost 1s at work carrying those truths down into the

bl. Rﬁmla‘p, gg- _q_uc. PDe 108"’110.
52. Ibid. s PPe 88=89.

53, Tmo’ Pe 701.

54. Pell. op. 2_1_.2-, Pe 410.




hearts of people and making the word fruitful . "0
Now 1f this belng born again 1s a matter of

birth, 1t must be the work of God and not our

work; it must be something from above. It 1s

not natural but supernatural. It 1s the Spirit

of God turning the whole current of our l1life...

I don't believe any man or woman 1s ever saved

until they get done trying to save themselves

and let the Lord save them,96

loody correctly regarded conversion by the power
of the Holy Ghost a miracle. He cites conversion as
a miracle which the Lord is performing even today.57

In his preaching licody had to deal with many people
who believed that they had to feel something in conver-
sion. To such he spoke as in the following, "Now, there
is no promise in the Word of God where you will get feel-
ing. There is no verse, from Genesls to Revelation,
where feeling is attached to salvation.... Trust him,
and let your feelings take care of themselves."98 fThis,
incidentally is another proof for the fact that Dwight
L. lioody was not the type of revivallst whose object it
was to arouse his hearers to a pltch of excitement and
high emotion. In keeping with this fact 1s also this,
that he was not interested in knowing the exact time at
which one was converted. He comforted those who were
troubled because they could not point to the day and hour
when they were converted. He pointed out that 1t was

not necessary to be able to tell when or where the new

656. Ibid., p. 422.
56- m.' p. 428
7. Reﬁap, OPe. Git., Pe 681.
&8, Ibid" De 85.
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birth took place; but 1t was important that they should
be able to say that they vwiere new creatures in Christ
Jesus. 59

Moody did also believe in instantansous conversion.
To illustrate this fact he used the example of the Is=-
raelites in Egypt the night of the Passover. He said
in part: . "There was one moment when there was no blood
on the door=-post. It was the blood that sheltered them
that memorable night... It was not anything they could
say or do that would save them, except to be sheltered
behind the blood."S? vmether this aspect of the Pass-
over 1s applicable in this way or not, it illustrates
the fact that, as the blood was not there one momﬂﬁt and
there the next, so faith in the blood of Christ may be
absent one moment, but present the next. The moment it
is there, conversion or salvation is there, too.

As we have indicated, lioody also taught that ;he
Holy Ghost works immediately or directly, without means,
in conversion. Hexre is proof from a serion.

Let us go out and bring all our friends here,
and if there is poor preaching, we can bring down
from heaven the necessary blessings without good
preaching. One evening a skeptic came in just out
of curiosity. He wanted to see the crowd, and he
hadn't more tnan crossed .the threshold of the door
before the spirit of God met him, and { asked him

if there was anything in the sermon that influenced
him, in hopes that I was goling to get something to

59. Ibid., p. 655,
60. 1bld., p. 105.




0

encourage me; but he could not tell what the text
was, I asked-him if it was the singing, but he
didn't know what ur. Sankey had sung. It was the
power of God alone that converted him, and that
is what we want in these meetings.6l

Perhaps 1t was this conviction that led Lioody to speak
in such conorete terms of the nearness of the Lord in
gseeking the sinner. Note agaln in these excerpts that
lioody conslders wanting the kingdom of God as something
gseparate from having 1%:

e«e86808k the kingdom of God with all your heart;
and you shall find it to=-night. It will be the night
of your salvation. It is a good time to seek the
Lord while the Spirit of God is abroad in the
communitye I contend that this is proof that the
Lord can be found here to-night, bocause I don't
believe there nas been a night but that some have
found him, 62

In this connection we mention licody's final aberra=-

tion regarding the doctrine of conversion. iloody, in
splte of the fact that he preached that natural man has
no power to come to Christ, nevertheless believed thet an
unconverted man could pray for conversion. Thils is a
paraéox in his theology. He stated that a person could
pray to God the Father without knowing Christ.53 Tuough
he certainly showed many people to_their Savior, his
difficulty may have been due to the fact that he was such
an unskilled theologlan as to unwittingly preach an ob=

vious contradiction. To take a more charitable view, we

61, Northrop, op. €it., Pe 269,
62. Rﬂmlap, _2. cito’ Pe 202.
63. Ibid., pp. 89=90.
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might say that probably the difficulty lay in his dis-
tinction between wanting and having faith. Actually,
the so-called unconverted person who prayed for faith,
already had 1t.

From the preceding discussions, there can be no
doubt that Moody did teach justification by faith. Never=-
theless, we find it expressed again 1n a sermon titled
"fhe Thief on the Cross." Here he states that in the
conversion of the thief, salvation is distinct and se-
parate from works., The thief simply took the Lord at
His word and believed. "All tnat is necessary for a
man to be saved 1s, to believe with his heart,"6%

As one of thne effects ;:f Jjustification, licody notes
the liberty of the Christlan. "As long as & man is liv-
ing in sin", he says, "there is no liberty; but the moment
you come to Jesus Christ and confess %o him, he will sweep
your sins out of the way...."65 He speaks of this also
as victory over every enemy, meaning espeéially the
world, the flesh, and the devil. Ilhrough Christ we can
always c:onquez-.66 Also mentioned as an effect of justi-
fication i1s the indwelling of the Holy Ghost. Once a
person has accepted his Savior by the power of the Holy
Ghost, this Comforter makes his abode in the heart of
the man.67

64. Ibido, Pe 128

6b. m. » PDe 1201=122.

66. Duight L. Moody, The Overcoming Life, pp. 6-7.
6%7. Pell. 92. ﬂgo’ pﬂ26.




Ihe Result

This brings us directly to the doetrine of sancti-
fication and good works. Happily, we find ioody express-
ing himself clearly and correctly on this subject.

As has just been mentloned, iloody taught that the
8pirit of God dwells in the soul of the man who has ac=-
copted éhr:la'i: in faith. This 1s easentlal to hia whole
concept of sanctification and good works. He states:
"You might &s well tell a man to leap to the moon, as to
tell a man to serve God with the old mnature. If we are
made partakers of the- heavenly nature, it will last as
long as God 1asts,' for 1t comes from God. In other words,
1t 1s the love of God planted in us."®® Again he tells
his hearers: "The Holy Uhost comes and dwells with that
soul that 1s washed in the blood of redemption, and it
becomes a temple for the Holy Ghost to dwell in...."6°
At a2 convention at Boston in 1877, Mr. Moody pointed out
how to preach so as to keep people away from worldly
amusements. He said, "It 1s much better to preach the
people so full of the Holy Spirit that they will not want
anything else. n7  on another occasion he called himself
one of those old-fashioned people who belisve that "any
man or woman, filled with the Spirit, rivers of spir-:lt
will flow from them. [sic] Tnere'll be a tree full of

68. Remlap .o e Cite, pe 9l.
89. Ibld.. pooed.
70. m-. Pe 745.




sap, with frult; there'll be blossoms and fruit. And if
it is a shade tree, thore'll be leaves. And when a man
is filled with the Splrit of God, he will be fillled with
fruit."

lioody cautioned, howover, that no man can be filled
with tho Spirit or do good works until hoe has falith. He
was violently opposed to making ungodly men trustees in
the church, or allowing an unconverted person to sihg in

the choir of a church, He said: "o man can do anything

to please God until he is first sheltered behind the blood.

I don't care who he is; I don't care what his 1ife has
beeny Cod eannot accept it; he can't walk with Godeees
A man will have no desire to walk with God until he is
shelterad behind the blood, and brought into communion
with God."’%

lioody believed that the Spirit of God in a regen=-
erate soul motivates that individunl to a 1life of love.
Love is the gine qua non of the sanctified life of good
works.

He states that if love doesn't prompt all work, all
" work is for naught. Love, he says, is to Le tne badge of
the Christian. A person without love shows tnat he has
not really been coaverted. True conversion inocludes a

resul ting love for all things and all men. © In another

7l. Dwight L. ioody, "Thou Fooll" and Eleven Other
Sermons Revar PBefore PuLl'IEE'Ed

.Re ap 0-01-.]’-
TBe Ibid.,’p_zl
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