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good definition of' tatth. And then he quotes Hebrews 

11 :1, where we read nli'a1tb. is the substance of' things 

hoped for and the evidence. of' things not seen.• Thia be 

explains as meaning that "taitb. says Amen to evel'Jthing 

that God says. Faith takes God without any if' 1 a. If' God 

says it, faith aa1a, I believe it •••• 039 Then he speaks 

of faith as just the hand that reaches out and gets the 

blessing. The blessing that. it reaches f'or is Christ. 

In answer to tho question as to how one shouJ.d get this 

faith, he replies, 11.Know who God is. n40 He explai~a .f'ur­

ther that to kno\·1 God one must not neglect His Word~ Up 

to this point one must admit that his statements and ideas 

are correct. Difficulties appear, however, in another 

section of' the same sermon (titled "Faith") where he 

a ta tea: 

But this faith in Christ 1a the same kind of' 
faith that men have in one another •••• Now sinner, 
do you want to be saved tonigbtJ Have faith in 
God! Take him at Bia word.! Believe what He 
says! Believe the record God baa given in Bia 
SonT [siol I can imagine some of you saying: 
"I want toJ but I have not got the right kind 
of taith.11 What kind of faith do you want? Not1, 
the idea that you want a different kind of faith 
is a11 wrong. Use the faith you ~ve got. Just 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.-

91.ere are tv,o difficulties in interpreting these excerpts. 

91.e .phrase, nuse the faith you have got", seems vel'y am­

biguous. Ia this something in man, ·or is the phrase to 

mean that one should use the same sort of faith which one 

39. Rem;Lap, !!I!• cit., PP• 219-220. 
40. Ibid.; PP• 22$~223. 
41.. ~•• P• 223. 
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baa toward one' a tollowmanY lt .aeoma a bit odd to com­

pare saving faith, in any way, with the Ea.1th between 

fellowmen. The seoonddlttioulty ar1aea tl'Om hie distinc­

tion between wanting faith and having faith. U he re­

alized that wanting faith is having it already, he wouJ.d 

probably have avoided this whole contusing di•scusaion. 

'lhe bestowal of faith 1n the promise of aaJ. vation 

for Christ's sake upon a sinner who knows and laments bis 

sin is conversion. Moody, the evangelist, was grea·tly 

interested in bringing about conversions, and bad a good 

deal to say on the subject. 

In a little book titled~ Overoo~ng _Lite, Uoody • 

sets forth the marks or true repentance, which incl udea 

conversion. He says a man mu.st ti.rat be convicted of 

sin. Re feared that it a man proteaaed to be converted 

without realizing the heinousness ot his alna, the first 

breath of opposition or ridicule would draw him back in­

to the world again. He believed tllat no one can find the 

Savior until he ia brougb.t down on hie knees, oompletelJ" 

humbled, wit~ no hope left in himself■ Mbody mentioned 

three things which God uses to lead men to this convic­

tion: (1) Consoienoe; (2) the Word ot God; ( :., ) the HQlJ 

Spirit. 42· 

Moody felt that a person cannot violate his conscience 

without being self-condemned. Xet he could not accept 

42. Iuight L. Moody, ~ overcoming Life, PP• 39-41. 



oonaoienoe aa a aa.1"e gui de because otten it does not tell 

us a thing is wrong until the deed is done. Ood must 

illuminate it, sinoe it partakes of our fallen nature. 
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A second factor against conscience as a safe guide is this, 

that it gets to be like an al.arm-clock which arouses us 

at first, . but loses its er.tact when we become used to it. 43 

In our time, says Moody, our Bibles are the means by 

which God produces convictions. It tells us what is right 

and wrong before we commit sin, and is an infinitel7 more 

e1"fective means ror producing conviction than aonscience.44 

Moody believed that the oonviotion worked by the 

Holy Ghost is not· a legal oonv1ct1on, but an evangelical 

conviction. '!be Ho1y ·Ghoat convinces men of sin because 

they have not believed on Jesus Ohria.t, not for some sin 

against the law of God. According to Moody this la also 

what Peter preached on Pentecost when he told the Jews 

that they had not believed on .the Christ whom the7 crua1-

f1ed. People who do not believe today, · are convicted 

or this same sin by the Holy Ghoat.46 ~is then is first 

evidence ro•'I' the tact that tioody taught th&t the Hol,J 

Ghost works directly, outside the Word, in converting a 

man. We shall h~ar more of this later. But whether 

Moody understood oorreotly how a man is convinced 01" 

a1n, he ,vas oorreot 1n stating that a man must be con-



v1naed of a1n befol'8 aonvel'a1on oan take plaoe. In a 

d1souas1on of ~e tblef on the al'Oaa, llood7, atatea1 

!D:le great tl'Ouble la, people an, tl'Ji:ag to 
make out theJ &1'8 not li1nnen•J: and thel'8fol'8 the.re 
1■ no ohanoe or l'8aah1ng -~ But th1a thief 
said,. aOUI' sentence :ta 3ut•:1: and he took hie 
place among airmal'■• !D:ltsN ta no. hope fol'• a 
a1nnel' until he aee■ ~e oondenmat1on 1a a jWlt 
oondenmationJ beoauaa-he has alnmld, and oome 
Bhol't Of the gl.Ol'J Of'. Gode 46 

Af'tel' oonv1at1on ot a-in, MoodJ aalla the nan step 

aontl'1 t1on, deep godl.J aorl'OW and hum111a t1on ot he&l't 

baoauae of sin. He a1a1ma that 1:t t.heze 1a not tn.e 

oontl'l tlon, a •n will tum r1gbt baok into tb.e a1n. 

!he.re la no repentance •1 t.boU:t oontr1 tlon. lloodJ zepea ta 

attar the Paalm1a t, n A bl'Oken. and a oontr1 te heart, O 

God, Diou wu t not deap1ae. • Be ••1• ,that manJ a1ml81'11 

al'8 aor17 that theJ oannot oont!nue 111 atnJ but the11' 

heal'ta an not bl'Oken.4'1 

Attal' aonv1at1on and aontr1 tion oomea the oontea• 

a1on o:r a1n. on the baaia ot ·tbe Bible wa:rn1:ag, •ae 

that OO'l81'8th his a1na shall not pl'O&per, • lloody urges 

■1118 to be aonteaaed, and tb.1a 111 one ot thNe waJB• All 

&1118 an sill■ aga1nat God, thel'8fo1'9 tbeJ mWlt be 0011• 

teased to B1m. Bo mortal ear need hear a111a wh1ah aze 

only between oneael:t and God. But 1t some peraon ha■ 

been wmnged, then the atn 1111111t ·be oonteaaed not only to 

God, but aJ.ao to that peraon. It tb.81'8 la too muah pride 

46. BemJ.ap, .21!.• .o1 t. , P• 126. 
4'(. Dl1gbt L-;-JlooiW, ,!!!. overoom1ng Lite. PP• 4'-4&. 
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to oonteas a a1n to a fellowman, lloody warns that there 

will be no need to oome to Ood. •nrat be reoono1led to 

thy bl'O ther, and . then aome and otter thJ g1tt. u 9:le 

third class or sins must be oonteased publiolJ. Be felt 

that a blasphemer, a drullkard, or a reprobate, ahouJ.d 

made the oo·n.tesaion aa publio as the transgression. In 

summing up h1a remarks on aontesaion, MoodJ quotes the 

familiar passage, 8 It we aontesa Olll' alna, He la faith• 

1'ul and just to torglve ua oUl' sins, and to cleanse ua 

from all unrighteouaneaa. 1146 

Row says 14oodJ, t.he next step 1s oonveralon. Convel'• 

alon can mean the new birth. He, however, here explains 

the term as being a turning to God. Slnae aln la an 

aversion .rrom Ood and conversion to the world, true J:'8• 

pentanae shouJ.d be aonverslon to God and aversion from 

the world. It ls a translation out of t.he kingdom of 
49 

darkness into the kingdom !)f light. 

In order to present KoodJ' a beliefs in order, we 

take up , the next and final step. Comments on the p~­

aedlng will follow at the olose ot this dlaouaaion. 

U one is converted, says Moody, the next step ls 

to aonteaa 1t openly. He quotes, •1r thou shalt aonteas 

with thy mouth the Lord Jesus Christ, and shalt beliew 

ln thine heart th& t God ha th. raised Blm from the dead, 

thou shalt be saved. For wlth the heart man bel1eveth 

48. Ibid.·, PP• 46-4'1. 
49. 16Ia'., PP• 4'1•49. 

UU 



unto righteousness, and witb the Jll)Uth ~onteasipn is 

made unto afllvation. 11 He 01111s oontession ot Oh~iat the 

ouJ.m1~t:i.on ot the work of true :repentance. "He d~ed to 

redeem us, and shall we be ashamed or afraid to oonteas 

Himt"50 

In following through Moo·dy' a s tepQ as above, we no­

tice i1J1?1ediately the absence of the mention ot faith as 

26 

the :reason tor turning to God. It is very odd tba t the 

first mention of Christ oomea aotuallJ after conversion, 

and is mentioned only as a result ot conversion. On the 

basis of other ~el'JDOns and writings it seems that Mr. 

Moocly here simply took a great deal for granted. He 

supposed that the :reader understood that the turning to 

God :really meant a turning to God through faith in Christ. 

To justify this charitable observation we note the tollo•-· 

1ng excerpts: 

'He came unto his own, and his ow~ received him 
not. But as many as received him, to the~ gave 
he power to become the sons of God. n To them that 
received him. Cannot you recei-ve him to.•nigb.tT 
• •• Ia it not a wonderf'ul thing that the Prince 
of Glory should come .fl'~m heaven and otter himself 
to poor sinners like us'l Will you not have him 
in your heartT ••• 

Christ is the lite-boat; he comes to every 
perishing souJ., · He says: "Trust me; I will carry 
you in D1J arms to the kingdom of God •. 11 Cannot JOU 
trust him to-night, sinnerJ••• 

Jesus is in our assembly to-night J and now 
while he 'is here, while he is ca11"ing you to 
himself, will JOU not aome to the arkT .•• • "I 
stand at the door and knock; if a~ man hear mJ 
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voioe, and open the door, 1 •111 oome 1n to 
him, and will sup with him, and he With me. n 
Will you let him in to-night, dear friends! Will 
you unlook the door of y'uur heart! Pull baok those 
rusty bolts and say, 11Weloome, thr1oe weloome into 
this heart. n Jiay God help you this night to be 
wise for eterpity, and reoeive Jesus Christ aa 
your -Savior.Ol 

. 
91e following leaves no doubt aa to MoodJ1 s real 

meaning of conversion, n ••• if you are not oonverted you 

will be worse and worse, and not better and better. 

You must have a new birth. We start life at the Cross. 

When you are oonverted, that is the time you are born • 

••• Christ ooming in~ this heart is a new birth; and if 

I have Christ' a life, I can challenge death. 1162 

Moody in no way oredita man's oonversion to aey­

thing he has done. It is entirely the work of God, or 

more spec1t1oally, the work of the Holy Ghost. Die 

following quotations indicate that ltoody believed even 

the conviction of sin to be the work ot the Spirit. 

"There is no preaoher that ca_n oonvince men of sin; ••• 

that is the work of the Holy Ohost.•63 •tou can't 

reach _a man that the HolJ Oho at hasn I t entered. The 

Holy Ghost must convince him of sin • ..-54 

Other beautiful expressions of the Holy Spirit' a 

work are these: 0when a •n preaches Christ, then the 

Holy Ghost has got something to do .- to. oarry homo the , 

message to the heart~ of the people ••• then the Holy 

Ghost ·is at wprk oarrying those tru.tha down into the 

51. Rem.lap, .21!.• oit., PP• 1oa-110 • 
. 52. Ibid., PP• 8A'9. 
63. l6IcJ., P• 701. 
64. 1iiI. 21!.• .!!.!!•, P• 410. 

'J4 'I 



hearts of people and making the word f'l'u1tful.n55 . . 

Now if this being born again is a matter of 
birth, it must be the work of God and not our 
work; it must be somthing from above. It is 
not natural. but supernatural. Ii; is the Spirit 
of God turning the whole aurrent of oUI' lite ••• 
I don't beli,eve arq man or woman is ever saved 
until they get done trying to save themael ves 
and let the Lord save them.66 

Moody correatly regarded aonveraion bJ the power 

o:r the Holy Ghost a miraole. He oites aonversion as 

a miracle which the Lord is per~orming even today.57 
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In his preaching tdoody had to deal with maey people 

who believed that they had to feel something 1n conver­

sion. To such he spoke as in the following, 11Now, there 

is no promise 1n the Word ot God where you will get feel­

ing. 'J:here is no verse, fl'Om Genesis to nevelation, 

where feeling is ~ttached to salvation •••• Trust him, 

and let your i'eelings take care of tb.emsel ves. 1158 Thia, 

incidentally is another pl'Oof for the faat that Dwight 

L. l,loody was not the type of revivalist wt10se o_bje~t it 

was to &l'Ouse his hearers to -a piton ot exoit~mant and 

high emotion. In keeping with this faat is al~o this, 

that he was not interested in knO"ing the exact time at 

which one was converted. He comforted those who were 

tl'Oubled because they could not point to the day and hour 

when they were converted. He pointed· out that it was 

not neaessary to be able to tell when or where the new 

55. Ibid., P• 422. 
66. 'mrct., P• 428. 
57. iemI'ap, SJ!• .!!,ll•, P• 681. 
~. ~•., P• 83. 



birth took place J but it Vias important that theJ should 

be able to say ttiat they wore new oreatl11'8s in Christ 

Jesus.69 
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Moody did also believe in instantaneous oonvel'sion. 

To illustrate this raot he uaed the example of' the Is­

raelites in Egypt the night of' the Passover. He said 

in part: . 0 1here was one moment when there was no blood 

on the door-poet. It was tbe blood that sheltered them 

th.at memorable night... It .. aa not a111thing they could 

say or do that v,ould save t11em, except to be ahel tered 

behind the blood. 1160 Vlhether this aspect of' the Pass­

over is applicable in this way or not, it illustrates 

tho f'act that, as the blood v,as not there one moment and 

there the next, so tai th in the blood or Christ may be 

absent one moment, but present the noxt. The moment it 

is there, conversion or salvation ia there, too. 

As we have indicated, Uoody also taught that the 

Holy Ghost works immediately or direot11, without means, 

in conversion. Here ia proof' trom a ael'lnon. 

Let us go out and bring all our friends here, 
and if' th.ore is poor preaching, v,e can bring down 
f'rom heaven the necessary blessings without good 
preaching. One evening a skeptic came in just out 
of' curiosity. He wanted to see the orowd, and he 
hadn I t more than crossed. the t bresl1old ot the door 
bef'ore the spirit of' God met b1m, and .L a.eked him 
if' there was anything 1n tho sermon that inf'luenced 
him, 1n hopes tbo.t I was going to get something to 

69. Ibid., P• 665. 
60. Ibid., p. 106. 



enoourage me; but he oould not tell what the text 
was;. I asked-him it it was the singing, but he 
d1dn I t know what Dir. Sanke;, had sung. It was the 
power of God al.one that qonverted him, and that 
is what we want in the.ae meetinga.61 

Perhaps it was this oonv1at1on that led Jaoody to speak 

1n auoh concrete te:rma· ot the nearness ot the, Lord in 

seeking the sinner. Note again in these ezoerpta that 

Moody oons-1dera wanting the kingdom of God aa something 

separate from having it: 

30 

••• seek the kingdom of God with all your heart; 
and you shall find it to-night. It will be the night 
of your salvation. lt 1a a good time to seek the 
Lord while the Spirit of God is abroad in the 
community. I oontend that th.la 1a proof' that the 
Lord can be found here to-night, booauae I don't 
believe th.ere has been a night but that some have 
found him. 62 

In this oonneotion we mention Moody I a final aberra­

tion regarding the doctrine of aonverai~n. fitoody, in 

spite of the .raot that he pN.aohed that natural man baa. 

no po,·,er to oome t.o Chris~, nevertheless bel 1eved the. t an 

unconverted man could pray for .oonvera~on •. Thia 1a a 

paradox in his theology. He stated that a person could 

pray to God the .Fa~r without kno\"1ing Christ. 63 !h.oush . . 
he certainly showed many people t~ their Sa~1or, his 

diff1oulty may have been due· to the faat that he was au.all 

an unskilled theologian as to unwi tt ingl.J preach an ob­

vious contradiction. 1~ take a more charitable view, we 

61. No~thl'op, !!1!,• ill•, P• 269. 
62. Ramlap, .22• oit., P• 202. 
63. ~-, PP• .89-fo. 
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m1gbt say that probably the ditfioul ty lay in his dia­

t1notion between wanting and having faith. Aotually, 

the so-aalled unoonverted person who pra7ed tor faith, 

already had it. 

From the preoeding discussions, there can be no 

31 

doubt that lloody did teaah juatifiaation by faith. Never­

theless, we find it expressed again in a sermon titled 

"The- ~ief on the Cross. 11 He.re he states that in the 

aonversion of the thief, salvation is distinat and se­

parate from works. The thief simply took the Lord at 

Hie word and believed. 11All tnat ia neaeasary for a 

man to be saved ia, to believe with his hear.t. 1164 

As one of the etfeats of justifiaation, Moody no-tea 

the liberty of the Christian. 11Aa long o.a a man is liv­

•ing in sin", he says, 11 there is no liberty; but the moment 

you aome to Jesus Christ and oonteaa to him, he will sweep 

your sins out of the way •••• "65 He speaks of this also 

as viatory over every ene1n1, :meaning eapeoially the 

world, the fiesh, and the devil. 1brough Christ \fe oan 

always conquer. 66 Also mentioned as an etfeot ot Just1-

f1oation is the indWelling of tb.e Holy Gbost. Onoa a 

person haa aoceptod his savior by the power of the Holy 

Ghost, this Comforter JDllkes his abode in the heart of 

the man.67 

64. Ibid., P• 128 
65. 1'6ra., PP•· 1201-122. 
66. "5Igbt L. Moody, ~e overooming Life, PP• 6-7. 
67. Pell • .21!.• .2ll•, p:-"426. 
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!l.'his brings ua direotlJ to the dootrine of aanati• 

fioation and good works. Happily, we find Uoody express­

ing himself olearly and oorreotly on this subjeot. 

As has ju.st been mentioned, l4oody taught that the 

Spirit of God dwells in the souJ. of the man who has ao­

oepted Christ in faith. 911a is essential to his whole 

oonoept of sanotitioation and good works. He states: 

"You might as well tell a man to leap to the moon, as to 

tell a man to serve God with the old nature. If' we are 

made partakers of the heavenly nature, it will last as 

1·ong as God lasts, for 1 t oomes from God. In other words, 

it is the love of God planted in us. n6B Again he tells . 
his hearers: "The lloly lihost oomes and dwells with that 

soul that is v1ashed in the blood of redemption, and it 

becomes a temple f'or the Holy Ghost to dWell in •• •• 1169 . . 
At a convention at Boston in 1877, Mr. Moody pointed out 

how to preaoh ao as to keep people away from worldly 

amusements. He said, "It is muoh better to preach the 

people so full of the Holy Spirit that they will not want 

&JQ'thing else. 070 On another oocasion he oalle.d himself 

one of those old•fashioned people who believe that "a!J1' 

man or woman, filled with the Spirit, rivers of spirit 

wlll now. from them. [ sia] !here 111 be a tree fuJ.l of 



aap. with fruit; tbeN'll be blossoms and fnit. And u 
it is a .shade t1'8e., thore111 bo leaves. And \"1hen a man 

la filled Yli th the Spirit ot God, he '11111 be .tilled With 

1'ruit. 1171 

Moody cautioned, however, that no man can be filled 

with tho Spirit or do good worka until ho bas fa1tb. He 

was violently opposed to making ungodl.J men trustees 1n 

the church, or aJ.loglng an unaonverted person to sing 1n 

the oho 1r or n church. He said: "No man can do ar11thlng 

to please God until he la 1'irat aheltered behind the blood. 

I don' t care who he is; I don't oa1'8 wba t his l 1f'e has 

been; Cod cannot a.ccept it; he can• t wnlk 111th God •••• 

A man wUl have no desire to wGJ.k with God until he 1a 

sheltered behind the blood, o.nd bl'Ought into aomnun1on 

with God. n72 

Moody believed that the Spirit or God in a regen­

erate soul motivates that 1ndiv1duoJ. to a lite ot love. 

Love ls the .!!!!! qua .Ee.!! or the sanct1t1ed l lfe ot good 

works. 

He states that 1r love doesn't prompt all work, all 

work is for naught. Love, he says, ls to be the badge of 

the Chrlstian. A person 11itbout love shows that he has 

mt 1'8aJ.ly been converted. Tru., conversion includes a 

roauJ. ting love for all things and all men. 73 In another 

'11. Dv16ht L. i4oody, 111b.ou !2,g!! a 
Sel'DIOna Never Before Pubirani'd. 

'12. aamiap, .QI:!.• os.t., P• 2&. 
'13. Ib1d. • p-;-J.60. -

and Eleven Other -


