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This incident at Antloch, as hins bacn pointed out before,
proved Paults indopendoncs of the Jerusalom authoritics, Bub
this, it scems, is not its solo significance for Paul, for hs
follows his vobuke againsh Pobor by oxpostulating on the very
heaxrd of thic gospel, justification by falth, not by workss
In developing this point of his srgument, ho scems ot the oute=

sob still to bs addrossing Poteor, but in the end 1t locks as

[

i? Foter i1s forgobion, and whabt began as an account of a remone
sbrance with a brother spostle choanges imperceptibly into a
pascioncte address to tho Gelatiana,

Yaul recalls how Pobor and he are both Jews by birtn and.
not Genbile sinners, IHore the name simmers ( dﬂMCuIllob )
Soous o be used with reforonce o spiritusl rather than morel
dolinguoncy. In this sonsc it was often cpvlied by devoub
Jews o those in thelr own nation who wore not stvict in thélr
obsorvonce of tho Nosaic Law and %o Tne 'Goni:i.los WAo Wore.Nnon-
obuevvers of the law,®! Poul usos thoe wovd hore (2:15) to
Show Bow 1itilo profit bo Yeem Jewish birth and privilegos hod .
£ scceptonce with Cod. Paul

been ginee f=ith was Uhe basis OX
cuphegizes this fect by saying threc tlues :I.n one varso (2-10)
that justilication doos not come Ifrom tho 6'6"]'4 Vaﬂw -

3 '_
“YUrbid,
A R L)

2T11ghtfoot, ope olbes Pe 115,

o e o —




33
Y / .

By E€fd VYoM6v raul moans doedy of obedience to

Lormal ohabutecs done in the logalistic spirit, with tho

oxpectaticn of theroby sscuring and moriting divine op-

proval ond ovard, such obedilence, in other words, as

the logaliicl rondered o The law of the 014 Tosbampnt as

oxpraxiod snd inverpretod by them (the Judaizere). € el

Vokaw ooe doods of mon conrared to an act of God in

rolation o jusbification,

In this some passago (2:19) Foul fuethor fortifies his
position with an intensified positivenoss by a quobation from
the 014 Tosbament which ho lator uses constantly as a weapon
egoinst his opponenbs. "By the works of the low shell no one
bo justified,” Hy uaing the fubure tense, "shall be justifiod,”
Paul wishos o oxpross notthe tive at which justification “ook
place, bub tho absolubeness of the rule thot no man being is :
o expoct over to Do justified by the works of the 1311.-29

Peul, howevow, lmow that dosplte the oxaciness with which
he had thus sbeted his position, thoe Jews could easily put r
double mosning on this point of tho argument, Tho rigorous.
Jow would be tempbed to say (and this doubtless was ono of tho
Judaizers! conbenbtions in Galatia) that what faith in Christ
did for Peul and thoso who sidod with him was o tolko good
Jows and make thom simmors, non-obgervers of &n inviolable
holy law, Would noi this in burn mako Christ a stor i
gin, i,e,, "ono who furthers the interest of sin, proxotes,

-~ ‘ y ’ - 2
oncourages 157R3% pavl saya, T4h fevee To o' = on expres |
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EBEGZ"%DII, 22'. cit‘. FI 115.
2Mhuctable, op. oltes Do 058
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wWore parvicipating i

.
gion of repudintion fouad again in 3:21, and no fower than
ten $imes in HNomeons, Paul uses it here o demolish on argument
uhich cocording o hwien stendords may sound élauniblog bub
whoss conclusion is completely incompatibls with tho revealed
chevacter and puvnoscs of God, Peul has né pabicnco with h:ma'n'
disputebions which iguoro the truths of rovoaled religions

The M?J é'i Y0.TO is sustoined by an az-g‘mnent of the

S gontraric !';;-;"3,5.31 Miop 50 I build agein the thiags “'hi"h x
destroyed, I mele myself a tronsgrossore” (2:18)e This stote-
mont is ovideably nolntod at Pobor, although Paul tactfully
epplies the sbabement to himself, I a person practlces the
stabubes of the Jovemomicl Law after ho hes laid thom aside
for o mubor of' yuars; as Peior had dono. then ho proves hiuw
gelf %o bLe o transgrossor (”d?d/’dz.ﬂ.ﬂo By a aubtla sub-
stitution at his point of the now term ( e a3dcns) in
place of the aubiguous o) ,MAG’EWJ’-S of tho previous vVorses,
Poul; with a poignant.sense of reality, drives home g HLon
bint conduct sush as ho is doscribing and in uhich the Calatians
;e o Gireot and serious violation of Ged's
Will; it i3 2 consclous wilful transgression of the Will of ;

God a8 woveriod in Crish If a Christien ellows such a rogula=

bion o stond bobwoon him end oabing with a brother in Christ

Bmploying & doublo contrast
Paul doclares:

The voason fop vhiﬂ ig clcale

between 1iving end dying, botwoon law and Gody

31311:0‘%;03., Oie cit.'. Pe 130
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"I through Lhe low died bo the laws that I might 1ive to God.”
(2:19). DTy “dying Lo tho law” Paul moaus thet he has ceased
to have any direci rolation with it, and ho implics that he
had passed inbo o wrealm wiwee tho law hos no hold over nim
{Cf. Rommae Til)e Vhon ho adds that doath to thio law Took place
through the low, ho meaus that it was his.experience under the
low thet voveslod the law's lnoffectiveoness (as o meuns by
vhich o mon can bo jsutifled in CGodls sight), and so led hin
o bo dome will 1B, end bo sook justifioation in enother way.32

Tho weol cigniticance of Paults death to tho law in his
argusont cgoinet the Judaizers comes oub in the phrase which
follows (19h): “Thal T migat live unto Gods" How vehemontly
Faul's opponcubs havo vepudiated the implications of this con-
tz-as.{:l ey mainbained that o wan lived o God in keeping %he
lovr, since in tho law God Hiuself spouics o men; it is an ez~
Progsion of his cbormal iisdom und Hie oternal Uill. o,
roplies Faul, "the low sbax ig botwoen men and Gods for Cod is
not primarily a Llaw-glvor oaforeing his comuends; Bbo is a
Fathor soeking ilie soms,” Paul exphatically deniod the theo-
logical imolicationc of the Fharisaic uaaohings of the law;
but above all ho hed a profound religlous sonse of tho roallty
of the life which God seoks to impart to man, a 1ife apaxt
i‘rm" which mon 1s dead; and 1t was because the law utterly

32311310&1,, 0De clbes Do TOs




36 .
falled to give life (3:21) that it sbood cundemed, end thab

he personcliy died to ib33

In 2:20 Peul continmes o elaborate cn tho theuwe of living
unbo Cod, Tho power that now onables him to do this is the
crucified Christ and the fact that his old solf (2[“") has been
cruclificd with {Jlu'i.ai;. And thoereiorey "it is no longer I who
live, bui Christ who lives in me; and the J.ii‘e‘ I now live in
the flesh I live by foith in the Son of God, who loved me ond |
gave himsol? for mo.* 34 It is unfortumetc that in English
wo cannoi'rebzin the stebtely word ordor of the Greeok - “and
live mo longer I, thore iiveth in me Cheist,” Christ was the
debomuinative agent in Faults lifo, oven as Ho was the doter-
uining foactor in his argument against the Judaizers, and horo,
even the wowd order ’u;-.ars out this fact by throwing speciel
emphasisc on c)(l?( 6¢"C 0S . Burton poinis out:

It is ¢ tno heavenly Chrict of Whaom Paul speaksSess
Wi .Ezigi‘.?.f fs?ﬁ?gful being Poul fools himgelf to ba living
in guch invimebe fellowship, by him his whole life is =0
controllod, theb ho conceives him to be residonb in him,
Tmpariing bo him ispulse end powor, trensformlng mim .o
morally end working through him for and UpoR OuUDRD HORe

) 7 y a ¢ N €C
3bamme wae of A€ end EM® rathor then _”,‘“ds sud HuwV indie

cates tho Goop pecsonal fooliny with which tie ;gosi;lg fmitgga

The wlnle expression, while suggesting the gix of 7211315

tho espoet of Cheishts work with which falth nas speclally to

do do, iz rathor a spontapncous and grateful ubtoranco of @tho

apostlots Ceoling celled forth by tho meniion of tho Son itn

God ag the cbjoct of his falth thon a phraso introduced W

crgusentebive inbent.® Durbon, obe cites me 1hi0e

35
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37 ;
ocs Poul mean when in the closing sontonce of this

!'.‘.o

That

chepter he says, "I do not nullify the graco of God" Is
this perhops & dolgnse agalngt an arguasent his opp;mem'ss haye

been urgliag against him that he ignores the grocs of God
wiich God hog ghown 4o Isreel, that grace which He had manifested
eepecinlly in the groat gift of tho law  Such an inberprates
tion is wosszible, .ﬁ.:,lu‘b'.-aci’ axclanstion, suggt;sﬁod by Duncan
and delten by this writor; is that the ap'osi:lc; is hore in a
Moct, not ol defongo, bus of attacic,3° U pefuse,” hio says,
"o annul, bu grace off _.m, as tho Judalzors end those who fole-
low thom ers peally doing.”37 o explaing his meaning mors S
fior 1T Justi.ﬁcation wors
. (a;m)-,

clearly in {hs words which follows
LS = s Seaon .

L’-‘G Iy “ﬂ {d.'.-'..« det -’ 0140.(1 u.ll"lﬂt disd uO m mose.
Tho orthadon Jowish poslition, advocated by the J 16

in the Gelgtien Cimwehics, was thab tho law was given by God

for mon Uo koop, and thel righteousness (accoptance with Cod)
wes given bo those who kept ite Whab Christ does in this viow
1z to holp men o lccep tho Jaw. Paul trenchantly declares
the By iT righteousness comes in that ways then indocd Christls
death wos useloss; thove was no need of a new rovelation of :
and tho death of Christ with its

s end of God's love and
- Odleﬂsl

Godls woy of rightocousnoss

dorionstration of divine rightoousnes

its rodomstion of men from the curse of the law was D6

4
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is ev;.-cﬁca that it was not necdless, end thic in twra proves
thet mightoousncsa through tho law was not in God's plan for
the world, and boletors Foults asscrbion that he is not sof-
ting seide the grace of God by donying the validity of the lew, -
Thus Paul cooncludcs the vindicatlon ol his apostleanip
and gospel. against tho Judaizors! assculbs oun tholr gomuinew
ness end aullowrily - 1o got thow by revelatlon from Jesus
Christ, and ho was ju no way dopondent Ffor theom on those who
went Lofove hing 'iﬂmugl.{ Pebor, Jaues end John had approved his
migsion =nd his gospol, ho had boon and "nenk.ina& indonondent
OL Ghwoii, el now goes on to v;m&icate his gospel agaiost
those wio chollonge is tratike Tho troatuent of this themo,
Tor wlich he has provided s unpromoditated transition by h:ls
sublime owgumcnt In 5elbe2l, is to occupy him throughoub
chapbers throo and fouwr, where, contrasting hls gospel of grace

with o :I"“L“--! 5%iC ZOSpo 1: -10 ‘,_ppsals succiauﬂlvo..}f 50 G'q:crienee.
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CHAPTER IV
PAULYS VINDICATION OF TS TRUPH OF THE GOSPEI-

In the boploming of chapter timwoe Paul roturns to the
sibuation in Golobic itsolf, wnieh ho had loft bohind in 1:0,.
The chawnge in thought scoms to be abrupt, bub not so at all
vhien thic wornder conelders tho conclusion to which the apostlo
came in 2:21, i.,0,, that Judsiom is o practical donial of
Cheisbtoc death because it toclitly essumes that a mon is justle-
fiod by his own works. Thic thoight 1s ab once intolemblo
to Paul, and thevoforc ho caunot help bubt burst out inbo an
Indignent romonsirence, "0 foolish Gelabtions, wirc has bow
witehod you, bofore whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly pore
trayed as crucificd?” (3:1). Paulls eim in this and tho fol-
lowing guostions {3:2-5) is to revivify among the Galations
the memory of tholr first condition before any contradictory
and confucing messages had affocted them. e wonts to touch
tholr hospis ond mako thom foel for thomsolves again the
divine word in tholr own soulg. Ramsn;r 8oy

misiclan swoons

o (Faul) swept over their heurts nsﬁﬂﬁﬁing oxactly whab

aver thwe ri nes of his instrumont
urasic um: can 'b'%ing Prom thom and what he must not attemnt

with &I Kis 111 B8

on Sk, Paul 's
» Romsay, A &ﬁ-ﬂ%%’-ﬁﬂl- Gwmon e iont  tioddor and

Tt
B _1&%.16 'bu tho Gnlet'ﬂ.'ana
0 ox, 1'@'50 s Pe
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Practically overy word in Paul's first quostion (3:1) is
Jso:-.d;ad with significanco, Ilo calls the Golatisns "fooligh, ™
dllo))l' 0C . By this word he doos not imply natural stupidity
and fickleness, bubt rathor suggosts to the Galatians thelr
failure to uwse thoir vowers of porceptlion, Thelr coaduct was
irraticnal in the light of their past exporionco, and they
were sinling beock to the old level of suporstition and ignor-
anco in which thoy thought they could attain perfection by
physieal acte end works,”> TFor look how ho had preached to
thom in times past - JlC0 & rEdlfh « "He had publicly en~-
nounced (tho goapel) as o :nag:.sterial edict or 91'0019"‘3"‘1"“
Purthoriore, he did this /(dc.’ afdd/l,aws o This oxe
presaion is stvongor than /T 60 WI’J(“’V » sinco 1%
brings out the idea of o coni'roniiiﬂ&h' Poul, then, hed
proachod to them in no uncertain terms, and Vh?t_ he preacked
to them was Christ crucified ( 5,0‘ Cdyew uEVOS ). Faul
uses the porfect tense hore inatead of tho aorist, advisedly,

n3

because ho wants to donote not the got bub the stato of belng
crucifl :'i.oc:.:i in othor words, what is ammounced is not an

2. tical Coumentary |
BErnost D. Burton, "A Oriticel and Exogo S orngtlonaT ;

on tho \.'.’.'Ji stle of ?ﬂul to tho Galntim, %m.
GI‘i‘b"cal Jormontary (Bdinburgh: T. & U ® s P

35. B. Ligntfoobs Sain‘b Paulls %!.stlo to the ) ialatians
(Bbh OQ.L'biOﬂ, Iﬂhdo.‘{!. v o.’. ] [ ]

hrvaa,

sc’em’gﬂ 3, Duncan, ‘'Tho Epistle of Paul to the c-&laziana,
o0, Moffalt iow ogbamont Commen t (fow York and Londons
Warhor snt tretusrs, 10T, Ds




A |
historical fnob, bub pathor tho oternsl truth which 1t signie
fies. 4ind as suchy this is an ammowncement which could not
afford Vo be road with ompby wonder, as if 1t dozlt with the
pest only, but 4t is onc to which the Galatiang mmust give
earnost atbention, for it has en ablding significanco., This
is prociscly the peint that Poul wanbted Go geb across to tho
Gelotione, Bocauwse of their rocont dofoction, Paul,by his
colonful, exoct and forceful choiceo of words, wented to reo-
awalten In tholr owm souls that they had at ono time accented
this Christ and nlacod on Him tholr only hope for salvation. .
Pavl put inbo pracilce & principle which Goethe doscribed thus:

0! never yot hath mortel drunk
A draught rostorative 3
Thnt wolled not from the dopths of his om zould
Paunl posges onothor question which is a forcible e.nnaa._
to thelr post cmperience., "Let mo ask you only: (/‘0!’0[/ )
this: Did you recelve the Spirit by works of the law, or Y
the v‘oamz{, with faith?® (3:2). The implicetion of the
ﬂOVOV i thob en enswor bo.the question cbout to bo asked
would iself be o decisive arguuents’ Prosented with irresist-
:.nle cogeoney, the question adnits only ons answoly 65 dﬁahS
e G’Lij , end Panl doos mot walt for tho enswer to bo forth-
cowdng, He rushos on and agks snother question. “Haviag bo- -

Tys7) in the
gun in the Spivit ( JVEVuAL )s ove you now onding

6(?.110'335‘. in Rausays ODe _O_i-i-'ut Pe 3060
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flesh (Mg r;-’ 2% (3:3 ). Instend of following up the
Galatians?! asnumed montal answor to his quostion in 3:2; viz,
“we roceived the Spirit by Lfeith," in vhich faith would have
been uhc enmhetle uozvﬂ, tho. enostle bransfors tho omphasis to
A y"Md\ with G‘me; standing in contrast to it. Hove it
ig %o he nobed how the apostle got down to the vory core of
the (Gelatisng? past oxperionce, The sctivity of the Spirit
had boen an immortant olemont in their eorly Christion ox--
porionco, Tho mossege of tho Judaizers, on the othor hand,
omphagsized tho 0" 0{6 ;’ which in this cnso is not tho flesh aB
the scab of carncl anpetibtos, bubt tho flesh which was marked
by civeumeislon, although thore is porheps an allusive play
on the ofher songe leo.d Taorefore, this change in anti-
thosis ot this poind from "faith” ond "works of law™" &o
USpdpit? and "flosh® is more offective -:Eor_ Paulls purposc.
Tho Galnfians might have replied that by eccepting cirowscision
they were not nocessarily rosisting the Spirit. Paul wishos
thom-to penlize that they assuredly wore doing 83 To:ablach |
valus ¢ eipcumcision whon the Spirit has been received without |
i% is to deny the volue abtbaching o the Spirit, and is a
sign of gnipitunl retrogression, and nob of progresde

Drouping erguuent for a quict appeal, ¥a aul goes on o
ek, "Did you suffer so mauy things in vaim? - if s meally
be in vain,® The Galatians would lmow to whab ‘_’xp@ﬁmeﬂ

Gntmcung ope Cites Pe 81e
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Poul was roforring, The Grook verb J/d 6’2 &) doas not in
ltsclf delinc Uhw oxporloncos as oither good or evil, Iowever,
from the genewrcl uss of the word .olscwhore in tho Hew Testamont,
it soens o be more naturel to regard Taul as horo appealing
to ths sulforingo which the Galatizns hed endurad for the
foith, Pavlvs provious appeal, therefore, to the spiritual
benefits which hove coms to the Galeticns through tholr falth
is followed here by a woninder of the sufferings which their
Loith had ensblod then to cndure, And then, with hope broake
ing through, for tho cause is not yob lost, Paul adds, "if 1t
(your sufloring) really ip-In vain,® Paul calla on thea Yo
teke noto where thelr sonsoless behavior is teldng them, bub
sugpests that suvely 1t will stop short before disestor comes.
Truly an example of chawity hoping all things¥

Pavl coneludos his appoal bo exper:lénce in this section
with o cuesbicn similer o that in 3:2, "Docs ho who supplles
the Spirit o you and works mirecles emong you do so by worits
of the lew, or by hoering with falth?" In it, wo 890 thab
Paul aimnly comnot gob hic thought away from the voelity of
God?s fulland froec and officacious Spirlt. Duncon says, thab
this is o fact "which transcends in sigaificance overything
olse Tur him, %9 This, of coursc, must nob be construod as -
dotracting from tho christocentricity of Paulls erguient, bo-
oause Paul lmew thot it wes beccuse of the work of Carist

911:1{1., De 82,




