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the banyan, it spreads over a great area and sends 
down many roots. The extent of such oppression, reach­
ing 1~8o every phase of Negro life, 1s common knowl­
edge. 

What about the people of the Church who are to be 1!!. yet 

not 52.f. this world? According to critics, the world seems to 

have gotten hold of the church,21 apparently using her to 

proclaim the status~ teachings of her demonic sponsorship. 

Haselden, looking at the church's own practices since the 

Civil War finds she "has been and 1s the mother of rao1al 

patterns, the purveyor of arrant sedatives, and the teacher 

of immoral moral1t1es.n22 American Protestantism has been 

remarkably slow 1n facing the dilemma of the relationship 

between white and Negro people. 

Protestantism 1s deeply involved 1n this problem. It 
cannot escape responsibility 1n relation to 1ts solu­
tion, a respons1b111ty of which 1t 1s becoming aware 
but in .the discharge of which 1t has made only d1m 
beginnings. The record of its policies and pract1cea 
makes ·1t evident that in many respects 1t baa contrib­
uted to the ser1ousn~~s of the very problem 1t should 
be help1ng to solve. 

20 
�~� •• p. 90. 

21cr. Louis Lomax, The Negro Revolt (New York: The 
American Library, 196J), p. 188; also Peter Berger,~ 
Noise of Solemn Assemblies (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday 
& Company, Inc., 1961), pp. 17-90; and Marty, .2.!2.• ,2!l.., PP• 
122-33. 

22 Haselden,~ • .9!i., p. 14. 

23Frank s. Loescher, lll!, Protestant Church apd !n.!. 
Negro:!. Pattern .2! Segregation (New York: Association 
Press, 1948), p. 27. 
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Until only a decade or two ago the silence or theolog1• 

cal sem1nar1es24 paved the ~ay for the church's sins ot 

omiss1on, while off1o1aldom and regional leaders followed 

suit. The resulting inadequacy or the local clergyman 1n 

facing the rising tide of racial unrest 1s v1v1dly portrayed 

in a study of the ministers of Little Rock, Arkanaas , where 

the positive influence of the clergy was notably lacking 

during the 1957 crisis: 

The minister finds himself unprepared for the new role~ 
He 1s · tra1ned and experienced 1n the . role of coordi­
nator , evangelist, and adm1n1strator. He knows what the 
specific or1ter1a are for success in .these roles , but he 
has no comparable tra1n1ng, experience , and or1ter1a of 
success ~or the social reformer role . •Actually, we 've 
been taught that controversy 1s unohr1st1an,• pointed 
out one pastor. "I knew I should be doing something,• 
oonf1ded an~iner , "but I am afraid I simply do not know 
what to do.•' 

Until the middle 195o•s very l1ttle was being spoken 1n 

the off1c1al circles of The Lutheran Church--M1ssour1 SyDod 

on the race issue. Perus1ng two important synodical per1od1-

oals, the Concord1a Theological MonthlY26 and !!1!, Lutheran 

24Ev1denced oy the fact that Negroes were refused adm1s­
eion 1n theological inst1tut1ons ot The Lutheran Church-­
Missouri Synod as late as 1947. er. letters dated August 
1946 from the president of Concordia Seminary, Springfield, 
Ill., and registrar of Concordia College, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
to a Negro applicant's pastor, the Rev. Andrew Schulze, 
stating that the atudent could not be received. Letters 1n 
possession of and available from reo1p~ent, Valparaiso, Ind. 

2SErnest Q. Campbell and Thomas F. Pettigrew, Christiana 
1!l Raolal Cr1s1a (Washington, D.C.: Publ1c Affairs Press, 
1959), p. l~O. 

26oonogrd1a Theological Monthly, I-XXVII (1930-1956). 



12 

W1tnees27 we f1nd few pos1t1ve articles until after 19.54, 

the year of the May l? Supreme Court Deo1s1on. Even after 

favorable resolutions were passed 1n convention, off1c1al 

publ1cat1ons remained s1lent.28 As a result, congregations 

by the score failed to address themselves to the spiritual 

and soo1al needs of approaching m1nor1t1es until 1n frustra­

tion they sold their property to these groups. 

In the meantime, the church's struggle to realize her 

own 1ntr1ns1o nature does not seem to have kept pace w1th 

the 1nev1table meeting of brothers--blaok face to white face, 

and 1t no longer seems strange to hear prophets say that . this 

confrontation could some day mean a world-wide explosion.29 

What has theology had to say about the church's role 1n 

this crisis? Although church leaders, especially those of 

the eoumen1oal movement, have been making pronouncements for 

almost twenty years, Chr1stolog1oal theology has not fared as 

well 1n speaking relevantly to the field of race relations. 

The earliest effort 1n M1ssour1 Synod circles to arrive at 

this was ~Y Neighbor .2! Another Color.)O The author combined 

27!h!. Lutheran Witness, LXVIII-LXXV (1949-1956). 

28Andrew Schulze, "Can a Churoh Paper Remain Silent?•, 
1b!!. Vanguard, VI (January 1959), land 4. 

29Lomax, gn. ,ill., p. 260. 

)OAndrew Schulze, 11!, Neighbor 9.f. Another Color (st. 
Louis: published by the author, 1941). 



r. 

1, 
a Nev Te·stament analysis •1th such moder.n te.rme as t11ntegra­

tlona and "d1aor1m1nut1on. a Unt1l the 1960's 0 wr1tera of 

var1oua Proteatnnt aff1liat1ona an~ d1ec1pl1nee tended to be 

d1agnoet1o or, at best, moral1st1c in tone o Altbough tlllnJ 

works have made excelle,nt oontr1but1ons to the d1SC\Ula1on ot 

the eoe1ological 2.mpl1oat1011a of the Gospel, their theology 

has been bas1cally dcduot ive. L1ttlo was ..lone exe et1e&ll:,. 

If Ghrist was ment1onQd, it was His teachinge, His occasloual 

example or ut~tement, rather than tt1s entire ereatlTe peraon 

acd work t~t was applied to the 1eGue. Ezagples of theae 

are Crook,31 Haye , :32 and l,opa'' and ev~n ueb ur1t1ng troa 

the Wo1 .. ld Cour,.011 of Chw•oneo • .34 There. wen~e some· exoeptlona-­

emallcr offorto th~t d.1d more Justice to !tew Testament 

--------
3lRoger ff. Crook, l!2 SoMth ~ Horth (St o Lou1&: 

Bethany Press , 1949}0 paes1m. 

32senJam1n E. ·Mays, s9ek1nfl' !2 l!!. cnr1,t1sn !Jl lllU. 
Hflat1opf (Bew York: Jh,1endeb1p Press, 1957 • passim. 

33t1aton Pope , Th K1pgdorp B fOP~ Caate (New York : 
Friendahlp :? ··~·:.:; " 19.57j. Pagee 143-160 deal with talee b11>­
l1cal not1ona, set down seYeral paragraphs on Cbr1stology, 
and devote the r eet to 1nterpret1ug Acts and Pauline ttteol­
ogy ot the Church. At page lS6 the oentrs.l mer.usage of the 
New Teeteme»t 1e clearly stated but no elaborat1on 1• made 
aa to how th1a appl1ea to Ood'a new oreat1on or the Cnurob 
for el1mlnst1ng rao1al d1sor1m1net1on. 

' 4a.n example: Da1aUke Kltagawa, •Tneolog1cal and Noa­
Theolog1cal Paotors 1n Baoe Relat1ona,• lhl. EoW1Jp1oal 
Bey1ew, XIII (Apr11, 1961), J),-41. (X1tagowa ada1ta that 
the wr1tere are generally not exe1et1oal and 1eea to be 
grop1·ug; p. JJ.5.) 
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theology, notably George Kelsey's l:!l!, Chr1st1an Way .!!l Race 

3'' Relat1ona ~ whioh applies the concept of redemption to the 

American discrimination system, but does not spell out any 

1mpl1oat1ons f or the local parish encounter1ng 1ntegrat1on. 

W1th1n Lutheran Church--Nissour1 Synod circles there wei-e the 

pamphlet,~ Christian~ ~.36 and the reliable offer­

ings of various Lutheran theologians available in the Proceed­

lD&i. of the annual Valparaiso Un1ve1's1ty Institutes on Human 

Relat1ona,37 and from beyond the confines of the Synod t he 

work 1n pamphlet form titled, Gra.oe ~ ~ ,!!! !h!, Lutheran 

Church,38 a Luthe~an reaot1on to Pope ' s work39 which empha­

sizes the creative posa1b111t1es . of the Gospel ill br1ng1n·g all 

men 1nto the un1ty of the Church. 

I n the 1960 1 s more expl1o1tly biblical studies have 

appeared; however , the same weakness 1s evident 1n this 

3Saeorge D. Kels~y, ~The Chr1st1an Way 1n Baoe Rela­
t1ons,n ll!! Chr1st1an ~ !s ~ Relations, edit ed oy 
W1ll1am Stuard Nelson (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1948), 
pp. 29-48. . 

J6 "1ha J. Smallwood, M. Scharlemann and P. Johnson,~ 
Chr1st1an .!.!'!!i~ (st. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 
195.5), passim. 

37Available from the Lutheran Huma.il Relations Associ­
ation or America, V~lpara1so University, Valpa~a1so, Indiana; 
aa ·well as 1n the collection of Concordia Seminary Library, 
St. Louis, Missouri. 

:3SAlf M. Kraabel, Gra21 m Race lD, 111!. Lutheran Ch11.roh 
(Chicago: National Lutheran Counc11--Div1s1ou of American 
Missions, 19S7), pass1m. 

39 Pope, .211• 5t&l., ~assim. 
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literature. In the view of this writer, sol1dly Christo­

log1cal theology wh1ch involves the redempt1on and applies 

1t to the matter of racial 1ntegrat1on and the church 1s 

st1ll scarce. Ev1~ence of this lack might be seen by pe­

rusing three of the most reputed works on the issue: 

1. The title or Kyle Haselden•s book (by the author's 
4 . 

own adm1ssion) O 1nd1oates, despite many excellent insights, 

1ts theological 11m1tat1ons. Haselden•s "Chr1st1an perspec­

tive" 1s based on a deductive treatment of biblical material 

with little supporting exegesis and no clear statement on the 

atonement or appl1cat1on thereof. 

2. James Sellers41 develops an excellent psychological 

atheology" from what he sees as God's speaking through the 

events and oond1t1ona of recent times in the southern part of 

the United States. Pleading for a return to the "wisdom• of 

nauschenbusch's social gospel, he asks for a re-emphasis on 

Calvin's stress on the transcendence of God. The writer goes 

no farther w1th the gospel of redemption than to make it a 

definition of man: that ~which tells us that men have tellow-
42 

ship with each other 1n Jesus Christ.• Dr. Martin 

40 Haselden, .2!?.• .9.1.!., p. 12. 

41 James Sellers,!!:!!. sguJh ~ Chr1st1ap Ethics (New 
York: Aasoc1at1on Press, 19 2 , pass1m. 

42 
Ibid., P• 97. 
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Soharlemann •s cr1t1c1sm of Sellers • typ1cal Protestant 

writing (\1h1ch t ends to concern itself with mere ne1ghborl1-

ness) summarizes the l ack of the b1bl1ca l theology we are 

looking f or : 

One whole dimension gets lost 1n this shuffle; namely 
t he church's respons1b1lity to be, w1th1n itself , that 
new commun1ty which God has created 1n Jesus Chr1st to 
t ranscend the tensions and differences that prevail 1n 
and among men. Tha t 1s to say, the Church as such has 
a claim on our f aith and way of l i fe quite distinct from 
the mer e general question of neighborliness. In tact , 
the Church' s primary task 1s to~ that community which 
God has cal led out to ~n1fest and practice a new 
quality of life • •• • 

J. Wil l D. Campbe1144 diagnoses the American church's 

past role 1n r acism and segregation, and also concludes that 

11 t he sovereignty of God 1s the beg1nn1ng and the end of Chr1s­

t1an race relat1ons.•45 The writer makes one passing hint at 

a need f or a theology nor the new creation in Jeeus Chr1st , a 

but only 1n the oversimpli fied terms of a hoped-for unsegre­

gated conclusion, 46 and a later statement that this conclusion 

has not been reached. 47 

4)Mart1n H. Scharlemann, •A Look Around: A Book From 
the South,• !n!, Vanguard, IX (November 1962), J. 

44w111 o. Campbell, .B!.9.!, !!!!S. the Renewal .e!. the Church 
(Ph1ladelph1a : The Westminster Press, 1962), passim. 

4S 
llz!g, •• p. 58. 

46~ •• p. S4. 

4?1W., p. 60. 
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It 1s therefore our conviot1on that the field is ripe 

for a New Tes tament approach that ope.rates with the great 

biblical theme: "Christ as Creator." We shall not base our 

material on wha t Scripture or Christ ha s said on race rela­

tions, but rather on What He, our creating Lord, is. 

We have chosen a section of Paul's letter to the 

Coloss1ans that was brought to the attention of the Chris­

tian world by Dr. Joseph Sittler in his opening essay at the 

1961 meeting of the World Council of Churches in New Delh1. 

Urging the church to consider Christ as Creator, "that 1n 

everything he might be pre-em1nent,n48 Dr. Sittler said: 

the root-pathos of our time is the struggle by the 
peoples of the world in many and various ways to f1nd 
some principle, order, or power which shall be strong 
enough to conta in the raging "thrones, dominions, 
principalities" which restrict and ravage human 11fe.49 

Pleading that the doctrine of redemption through grace be 

brought w1th1n the scope of the doctrines of creat1on and 

nature, Sittler said: 

a doctrine of redemption 1s meaningful only when it 
swings within the larger orbit of a doctrine of crea­
tion. For God's creation of earth cannot be redeemed 
in any intelligible sense of the word apart from a 
doctrine of the cosmos which 1s h1s home, his defi­
nite plaoe, the theatre of his selfhood under God, in 
corporation with his neighbour, and 1n caring-rela­
tionship with nature, his sister.SO 

48col. 1:18. 

49Joseph S1ttler, ~ca lled to Unity," The Ecumenical 
Review, XIV, no. 2 (January 1962), 183. 

50Ib1d., p. 178. 
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We are indebted to the above document for the 1nsp1ration 

to recognize 1n Coloss1ans 1:15-20 .the universal nature of 

Christ's atonement that would 1nolude the world challenge of 

racial togetherness .. Since , as we have 1nd1cated, the pa.st 

neglect of our theology to cope with this pressing matter 

has been due in part to our modern Gnostic separation of the 

Church's concern from such "non-spiritual" interests as eth­

nic discrimination, we could settle for a no more relevant 

Scripture than Colossians, for Paul here makes 1t plain that 

the Church is God's only oosm1c agent chosen hto reconcile 

to himself all things •••• 11.51 

To show that Christ is the Crea tor adequate for the 

challenge of racial integration, let us now examine (1) His 

Creator-nature, (2) the creative aspects of His incarnation, 

and (J} H1s work of creating the one Body, the Church. 

The opening verses of the paragraph from Colossians 

refer to our Lord as Creator, and the latter verses to His 

creative work through the Church. In using these opening 

lines in the next chapter, we shall try to demonstrate that 

He qual1f1es as Creator by nature of His relationship to God 

and to the universe. In the following chapter we shall exam­

ine the incarnation 1n terms of 1ts crea tivity. In the final 

chapter we shall look at the Church as the contemporary 

51co1. 1:20. The words underlined (t~nlv~4) occur five 
times in this paragraph! 
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1nstrument of H1s creative work. By so doing we hope to 

make clear that Jesus Christ 1s central to the cause of 1nte­

grat1on both by virtue of His nature and H1s work. our div1-

s1on is basically that of the first two catholic creeds, an 

effort to see Jesus as Creator 1n the universe, 1n the redemp­

tion, and in the Church. Thus, as we explore the timeless 

credentials of the world's Savior, we shall see that His very 

existence in time 1s for the purpose of creating h1s separated 

people into one new "integrated" Body. 



CHAPTER II 

CHIUST AS THE CHEA.TOR-GOD 

If we are look1ng for a reliable theology to meet to­

day's challenge of racial integration 1n the Church, st. 

Paul provides the answer for us 1n verse 17. 

"He I_chr1stJ 1s before all things ( n Pe> t1t\vtw v ) • • 

Christ the Creator-God 1s the source of our theology. He 

Who was before created what we know exists today, and in Him 

we are able to understand what the creation should be. If 

we could kcow what existed at the beginning we would be able 

to Judge what things should be 11ke today. As Bonhoeffer 

would say, we are not able to un~erstand the or1g1n of things 

except from Chr1st.1 His pr1or1ty over all things makes H1m 

the Lord of all things. He 1s the only valid starting point 

we have for any theological subJect, since, 1n the words of 

the N1oene Creed, He is the "God of God ••• by Whom all 

things were made.• What comes after the Creator-Christ is 

subject to Him, and any consideration such as the vital one 

we are undertaking should be 1nformed by Him, not merely 1n 

any words that He might address to our urgent problem of the 

196o•s, but 1n His very being as Creator-God. 

l D1etr1eh Bonhoeffer, Crea 1on ,!!39. Fall: A Theolog1oal 
Interpretation 9.!. Genes1.s l::J London: S C M Press, Ltd., 
19.59), p. 8. 
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The Colossians 1n their day were also bothered by soc1al 

problems. The third and fourth chapters of Paul's epistle 

are devoted to them. But the origin of problems among people 

stems from an inadequate regard for the Creator-Christ, or an 

ignoring of Him Who is nbefore all things." In verse 18 or 

chapter one Paul very appropriately calls Christ "the begin-
? , 

n1ng," (~Px~) or, as we could translate it, "the beg1nn1ng 

principle," by and under Whom all things must be ascertained. 

What firmer 1nd1cat1on have we that any theology of the Church 

and race should begin with Chr1st as Creator? 

The first two chapters of this epistle are devoted to a 

refutation of the "Coloss1an heresyn2 which either disre­

garded Christ, or perhaps thought of Him as being only one of 

"certain spiritual agencies, intermediate beings between God 

and man, ••• the instruments of communication and the 

objects of worship."J Although the last two chapters deal 

with social problems in Colossae, Paul's first thrust is 

towards a proper and effective Chr1stology. In seeking to 

establish a theology of race relations, Coloss1ans thererore 

teaches us to confront those concepts that evade the 

2 This heresy was possibly influenced by an incipient 
Gnosticism which regarded God as unknowable and absolutel1 
good, from Whom, after a series of "emanations" there came 
matter, which is ev11. er. J.B. Lightfoot, D.D., Sa1nt 
Paul's Epistles l2, the Ooloss1ans and !2, Ph1lemon (London: 
Macmillan and Co., 1879), p. 73. 
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Creator-Chr1st, and once aga1n place H1m "before all things" 

1n our thinking. Whatever things we must deal with 1n d1s­

ouss1ng social problems among the churches, our primary pur­

suit is to set forth the creative person of Christ at the 

very outset. Nor 1s this Christ merely God's most recent 

exposition for the current scene. He 1s the Creator of the 

components of the contemporary situation! To regard Christ 

before all things is to postpone all ethical judgments until 

we have established Who He 1s. This Christ priority 1s not 

an innovation 1n the writings of Paul. It is 1ntr1ns1o to 

the m1n1stry of our Lord Himself, Who taught people that He 

was to be the object of their concern, sometimes even before 

their own personal concerns would be fulfilled.4 The Church 

1s interested 1n Christ "before all things," because 

1t sees the creation~ speoie Christi; better still 
in the fallen, old world 1t believes 11;1 the new crea­
tion world of the beg1nn1ng and of the ynd, because it 
believes 1n Christ and in nothing else. 

Does not our problem of church 1ntegret1on then also 

fall .fil!l2. specie Christi? Does He not qualify for being the 

primary consideration? He is not our universal priority 

simply because 1n terms of t1me he precedes the issues or 
the universe. The Creator Who came before all things 1s the 

4cr. His ministry to the disciples and the people or 
Syehar 1n John 4. 

SBonhoerrer, .sm_. cit., p. ?. 
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Christ Who now also "holds all things together.•6 All the 

created elements of the world continue enduring under His 

preserving power. Without Him the world would fall apart. 

Already we are tempted to allude to the words of the 

next verse and to our fourth chapter in which we shall be 

saying that the Creator-Christ uses His Body the Church to 

hold things together. Suffice 1t to say here that in speak­

ing of the Head of that Body, we are already speaking of a 

unifying factor that alone is capable of holding the often­

dismembered elements of the world together. Despite all 

opposing wills and forces within and without His Body, 1t 

is His determined will that all things be constituted 1n Him 

Who is their creator. It is also the l1!ll. of the Creator to 

unify. This will to unite 1s implicit in the word ~ovt(1-c'Y}tc£v 

("holds together") written by Paul as he applied himself to 

the disunity at Colossae.7 

Once we have established Christ as antecedent to and 

preserver of all things, 1t 1s safe to proceed to another 

aspect or H1s creativity. In verse 15 Paul calls Him •the 

image of the inv1s1ble God. 08 What does this expression 

mean? Mankind cannot see what an invisible deity has 1n 

6 
Col. l:l?b. 

?er. Col. chapters 2-4 and the fact that disruptive 
influences seem to have gotten w1th1n the fellowship. 

8
., , 'I I\ 7 , 
fll(WV "toV 8lov 1:ou tll>PtH'OV. 
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mind for the world. This was the bewildering plight of the 

Coloss1an9 and could possibly be interpreted as Chria­

tian1ty•s dilemma today as it faces the combustible tension 

between the majority and minority groups in our world. The 

invisible God 1s an unknown, or distant, and inoperative 

deity. If He has not appeared o~ the scene He must be un­

related to the ~asues of man. If He has not directly shown 

Himself to man, then He has not revealed a plan, nor mani­

fested Himself as Ruler 1n the plan. But God 1s on the 

scene. 
,. , < 

He has presented Himself to us 1n the "image" (lfK4JV) 

of Christ. 

Another way of saying this 1s that Christ has come to 

"project the 1mage"9 of God's will for His people; i.e., 

what God wants to do can be observed 1n what Christ does. 

We might eay that looking at Christ is like looking at God's 

"oharacter"lo __ what we can accept as the very nature and 

behavior of God Himself. Jesus is God's genuine revelation. 

In H1m we can understand what God wants to be doing 1n His 

world. We would have no knowledge or the Creator's attitude 

9The verbal 1dea emphasizes the verbal-noun character 
of tckc.ov, more clearly understood 1n the noun "reflection• 
although the latter loses some of the uniqueness of God's 
"1mage-project1ng" ·nature by its connotation. or repeating 
the or1g1nal image. 

· lOI oonclade this from ~aP~l<'t~P wh1oh appears only in 
Heb. l:J but as 1t is used there seems closely allied (er. 
Lightfoot, .sm,. 01t., p. 145) to God's aot1v1ty of revealing 
His will to us in Christ. 
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toward such a contemporary cris1s as rac1al segregation 1r 

we did not have God present 1n the Creator Christ. The com­

monly understood notion of the word •1mage• is that of an 

art1f1c1al reproduction representing 1n phys1cal form the 

original bodily appearance. Th1s has made of the biblical 

concept a lifeless and static th1ng, just as the copper 

1mage of the Abraham Lincoln penny does little more than re­

mind Americans of a dead emancipator. And man7 unmoved 

people have o1rculated these images. God's oharacter 1s not 

of the dead past. So Chr1st 1s the genuine l1v1ng God. •He 

1n whom God 1s adequately represented, in whom 1s manifested 

t he plan of God for the ~orld."11 

If Christ 1s the representation of the eternally acting 

God, then we must say t hat God has not ceased His creative 

act1v1ty with the founding of the world, nor at the hol7 

1nsp1r1ng of the Scriptures, but 1s active 1n His Son, 

through the Soly Spirit, creating today. To look at Christ 

as the •1mage of the invisible God• 1s not to look at 

printed words or statues or st111-l1fe reproductions. It 1s 

as though we are looking at a motion picture of God 1n which 

the creative Lord steps out or the screen into the world to 

manifest and execute God'a plaL 1n our midst. God's moving 

11Chr1etian Senft, •Image,• Vooabularx 2! l.!:1§. Bible, 
edited by J. J. Von Allmen (London: Butterworth J>r.eas, 1958), 
p. 180. er. also Gerhard Kittel, Theolog1aches w~rterbuch 
.!Jail Neuep Testament, edited b7 Gerhard FriedrichStuttgart: 
W. Kohlhammer OM B H,) II, (19.35) :,86. 


