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2. Thoroughgoing honesty in the Zecing of the 
fects. . . Ethical codes and values are but 
functions of the loyalties and that tha basis 
of frlondishin is to be found not in outward 
correctness of bohavior but in the icinshiy of 
loyalty ond yurpose andi in the sharing of 
experience on thé decper levels. ‘This, as we 
heve sosn, was the essence of Pevl's discovery 
wegerding the spirit as against the lawe It 
was also the basis of the doctrine of justifi- 
cation by faith which waa central in lather's 
tesching. Tt is also the basis of 211 psycho- 
enalytic therapy. 

3. Progressive wmification on the basis of accented 
loyaltios and stendards. . .Hrom tho relicious 
point of view it is the old doctrine of sancti- 
fication. Ho matter how imperfect e mm nay be, 
he is saved as soon as be is restored to right 
relotionshin with God and has joined the ranks of 
those vho are striving to become better.1 

It vecones evident thet Dr. Boisen has done some thinicing on the 

uatter but bas not been guided by the true meaning of the word of God, 

As 2 result he defines salvation as "ths release from the sense of 

isolation end the restoration to fellowshin with God (mental health) 

which follows imnedintely upon the experience of forgivesess."27 

Tt should be not#d that the vords "mental heeltn" in parentheses 

are part of Dr. Boisen's text. While we have used the expression 

right relationship with God, 1+ certainly has not meant simply mental 

health, The right relationship to God ics that of which we reaé-— 

that we might receive the adoption of sons. That by the work of 

Christ we have been zedeemed Brom slavery unter the devil to a new 

life In which God 1s the yoverful and motivating Lorca. 

  

16, Botsen, Oe Cltes Dp. 210-211. 

17. Thid.; Be 305.
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fho doctrine of tho Bible doos not atvocate eepeedaton ot 

any place but it does tell us that we must recornize our sinful 

nature and. desires and then ::ith the helm of God Himself make 

a Satisfactory edjustment. “If thou bring thy gift to the eltar, 

end there remomberest that thy brother hoth ought ageinst thees 

Leave there thy gift before the slter, ond go thy ways first be 

reconclled to thy brother, and. then come ani offer thy gift." 

(Natt. 5,23-2) "“ihosoever bateth his brother 4s a murderer? and 

ye mow that no murderer hath eternsl life abiding in hin.” 

(1 John 3,15) 

The @octrine of the Bible hse not only asked for outward 

behavior tut inverd azreenent. If the outwerd behevior is 

eecepteble snd by thet the individual thinks he shall merit the 

Llessings of aternel selvation while in his heart the desires 

for sin still volgn then tho new life hes not telcen over. His 

worl-righteousness is motivated by en exo satisfaction. In the 

converted Chrictien, in whon the Holy Spirit lives, his "delicht 

is in the ley of the Ldrd: ond in his lav doth ho meditate both 

day end night." (Psalms 1,2) 

Psychiatry, psychosnelysis, and psychology snd their pseudos 

as found weler the banner of religion mey effectively work out 

aifficulties within the ind@ividusl so thet he lives a asture, — 

socially eccentable life ani hes a well integrated personality 

but they cannot change the motivating yover. That renains for the 

Holy Spirit to do in Regoneretion. ‘The selfish, ego-striving of 

a socially acceptable and mature individual is e far cry fyonm the 

dynemic force. of vitel Christianity as produced by the "power of 

God. unto salvation" through the Holy Spirit.



As De Schyeinitz points out: "His desire to move was not. 

strong enough to decide him in favor of a change. « »People may 

be convinced of the importance of a given course of action yet 

they may not rally the energy necessary to carry it through, "18 

The ego motivation of such socially accentable behavior is: rather 

clearly demonstrated in Dale Camegie's title, “How to Win Friends 

and. Influence People" with the subtle and silent implication "for 

your personel welfare end gratification. 

fhis seifish ego striving viewpoint makes the discussion by 

De Schweinits on religion understandables 

Religion shows itself differently in different 
persons. To one it apnoars suddenly as in 
coversion; to another it comes as growth of a 
slowly developing conviction. Ons man receives 
it through one form of faith, anothor through 
another form. This complicates the problem of 
a slowly developing conviction. This complicates 
the problem of using it for the person who is in 
need of help may require an interpretation of 
religion different from that offered by the person 
who desires to help him. . .The best procedure with 
such a person is to bring him into touch with 
someone who has this sane epproaelt and who may be 
eble to confirm him in it, "9 

in other words, if he is Mohammedan, confirm him in his belief, if 

he be Jewish confirm him in his belief. Talking a byword of case= 

workers, they have seid in the field of religion, don't force him 

into your pattern. It means, you may feel your religion is the 

best for you and provides you most adequately with the adjustnents 

to lige situations; however, that religion, which term they use 

  

18, De seins: The Ant of Helping People out of Erouble, 
ie LZ eo 

19. Tota., De 205.
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interchangeably with philosophy of life, is not necessarily good 

and mentally healthy for enother individual. Is it any vonder that 

other professional people heve become skeptical about the value of 

religion and have accused the Church of failing in its task? 

The exagesis of the story of the two bullders, one building 

on send, tho other on rock, becomes quite clear when one sees the 

shallow, vacillating opinions that are held in the name of religion 

end, we should add, what is called a mentally healthy tolerance. 

That is tolerance for everything but the yersonal Savior, the 

Son of God, true God and Han and Savior of sinners. 

It would be false to say that no one can go through life 

with a reasonable degree of mental health and security unless he 

is a Christian. Yor God maketh his sun to shine on the good and 

the evil ond the rain falls on the just and the unjust. Only too 

frequently we find that the ungodly and unchristian individual 

seems to have more success in life than the pious Christian, This 

does not vitiate the fact that absolute security is offered alone 

by God. By this security is not meant days of ease and life of 

plenty—-1t extends to the time when ease and plenty disappear and 

gives the strength and courage to face also the day of trial. 

Placing people into categories is always a precarious 

position. To clarify the process of sanctification in contra- 

distinction to "good works" we have nade the following illustration. 
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Figure one is tho Christian according to the description of 

the Bible who accepts Jesus Christ as His Savior, is a child of 

God by the atonement. He sees God through Ghrist. The love of 

God Zlows into him through Christ so that he says like Peul,. the 

love of Chfist constrains us. In this relationehip he becomes 

2 new creature, "If any man be in Christ, he is a ney creature? 

old things sre passed avay; behold sll things are become new." 

(2 Cor. 5,17) He “is motivated in his deeds of kindness by the 

Love of Christ living in hin—an unselfish love for God and his 

fellovmen. Certainly this too is qualified to a degree by the 

fect that sin still lives in him end the complete unselfishness ag 

it is seen in the Savior will not be achieved until the state of 

perfection is reached in eternity. In him the Savior's work has 

taken effect in overpowering sin, death, and the devil and instilling 

in him @ love for righteousness. Christ not only consuered sin Zor 

us but also in us. 

Figure two is the individual motivated by a fear—a guilt 

feeling--or an egocentric drive for very selfish satisfaction— 

perhaps quite umeonsclously. He does not necessarily asic for publie  



  

acknowledgement of his philanthropies. He may find sufficient 

satisfaction to atone for a guilt feeling or a desire to dominate 

without fanfare. He is socially acceptable and ic looked upon as 

@ pillar of the commmity. However, his relationship to God is not 

- Complete. He may bo a nominal church member but thet does not 

insure faith nor sanctification, the fruit of faith. The unselfish 

love of God can only be active in the heart that is in a right 

relationship to God. Nevertheless he may be capable of socially 

approved. acts of kindness. 

Figure three is that individusal who hes no reletionshin to 

God and manifests his feelings of his fellowen while he pleys at 

being God. He is found in the penal institutions if his acts have 

grown sufficiently anti-social to warrant such procedure. However, 

hoe may be capable of sufficient self-control to avoid punishment. 

In figures two and three we haye those who are in need of 

regeneration. Agein a uisinterpretetion has caused some to feel 

that figure two can be classed es Christian since he follows the 

exemple of Christ in doing good. He fails to recognize the noti~- 

vation of Christ aa totally wnselfisk in contrast to his method 

of "york righteousness." Such people may evon speck of obeying 

the commendiments and think of them as a code of life. They fail 

to see that the working of the Holy Spirit through the means of 

@vacte changes the motivation for the keeping of the éomanimente 

and that not merely fear of punishnent makes them a curb, rule or 

mirror but the Love of Christ in the heart, the Christ who by his 

atoning vor on Calvary broke the power of sin and the devil and 

hss changed, in the hearts of those who acoept his work by feith, 

the naturel mind which is enmity against God.   
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In an eddress to the Red Oross class of Medical Social 

Workers Chaplain B, Bruder defined religion as man'a relationship 

to God, We accept this definition because 1 is all inclusive. 

All men live in some relaticnship to God whether that be a Christien, 

an agnostic or an atheist, Whether the relationship is richt or 

not is not to come into consideration at. this point, 

Because of men's desire to be independent ond since the 

"cernel mind is enmailty against God" (Rou. 8,7) he rebels against 

the idea that he is saved by grece without the deeds of the law, 

At the seme time he has within himself a desire to mintein a 

relationship which keops him in the good of whatever he may call 

@06,. He does this in a variety of ways. Svery tribe of peonle 

eround the world has some concept which they call god, It may 

ineludo meny gods, it may be an intangible, undefined spirit. But 

men has been noun to perform deeds of self<inflicted torture without 

thought of gricf or pnin. The prophets of Baal slashed thenselves, 

in Africe tho beating heart of a native is cut out, in Indie babies 

are thrown into the Ganges, other ‘bables are placed into the 

whitehot arms of 2 god to te burned alive, in America steps are 

cClinbed on the knees of worshippers, femilies deprive themselves 

of essentials in order to pay for dead relatives—-all this and more 

4g done in the name of religion to avnease a god. ‘he worshipper 

believing that his atonement, his rigut relationship to God, can 

only be worked cut by a personal sacrifice is driven to comlotely 

irvrational acts by a fear of punishment fron a god whose whims he 

must guess and satisfy.2° 

  

20. Of. Paul Kretamann, The God, of the Bible and Other Gols, 
Ghep ter Zs DPe 1-30.   
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