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2, Thorouvghgolng honesty in the fecing of the
faots. . . Ethical codes and values are btut
functions of the loyelties and that tihs basis
of friendshin is to be found not in outwzrd
correctnese of bohovior but in the kdnshiy of
loyalty and purpose emd in the sharing of
exverience on the deoper levels. This, as we
heve sosn, wne the easence of Peul's discovery
reogarding the spirit as against the lawe It
was aleo the basis of the doctrine of justifi-
cation by falth uhich was central in Imther's
teaching, It is zlso the basis of all psycho-
annlytic theramy.

3. Progressive umification on the basis of asccepted
loyalties and stendords. « From the religious
volit of view it is the old doctrine of sancti-
ficntion. ¥Ho metter how imperfect o mam nay he,
he is saved as soon as he is restored to right
relationshin with God and hes joined the ranks of
those vho are striving to become better.t
It becomes evident thet Dr, Boisen hes done some thinking on the
n2ttor but haes not been guided by the trus mesning of the word of God,
As o result he defines salvation as "the relesse from the sense of
isoletion snd the restorstion to fellowship with God (mental health)
wiich follows immedintely upon the experience of Forgivesess."l?
It should be notéd that the vords "mental heelth! in parentheses
are part of Dr, Dolsen's toxt. Vhile we have used the exzpression
right relationchip vith God, it certainly has not neant simply mental
health, The rizht relntionshiy to God is that of which we read—
that ve might receive the adoption of sons, That by the work of
Christ we have heen redeemed From slavery unier the devll to & new

1ife in vhich God is the powerful amd motivating force.
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Tho doctrine of the Bible does not advocate raprass.';.on ot
any vnlace bub iy does tell us that we must recoznige our sinful
nature and deslires and then :ith the help of God Himself malke
o satisfactory sdjustment., "If thoun bring thy 21£% to the sltar,
end there rememberest that thy brother hegh ought ageinst thee:
Loove there thy zift before the elter, ond go thy way: first be
reconcilod to thy brothsr, and then come ani offer thy gift."
(tatt. 5,23=21) "ihossever hateth his brother is 2 rmrderert and
e Imow that no mmrderer hath eternzl 1life =obiding in him. ¥
(1 John 3,15)

Tha doctrine of the Bible hee not only asked for ountward
behevior tut inverd asreement. I the outwerd behovior is
esecepteble =nd by thet the individunsl thinks he shall merit the
Llogsings of eternsl solv=tion vhile in his hesrt the desires
for sin s%ill relzn then tho new life hes not taken over, Hisg
vorl=rightecusness 1z motivated by on ezo saticfaction, In the
converted Christien, in vhon the Holy Spirit lives, hiz "delizht
is in ths low of the Lord: ond in his low doth he meditate both
day end night." (Psoims 1,2)

Pgychiatyry, psychosnalysis, and psychology =nd their pseudos
as found wnler the benner of religion mey effectively work out
diffienlties within the individu=l so thot he lives a aature, -
socially cccenteble life anl hz2s a well integrated personality
but they cannot change the motiveting power. That remains for the
Holy Spirit to do in Regonerstion. The selfish, ego-striving of
a socially acceptable and mature individuzl is e far cry fron the
dynamic force of vitel Christianity as produced by the "power of

God unto salvation" through the Holy Spirit.



As De Schweinltz points cut: "Hls desire to move was not
strong enough %o docide him in favor of a change. . .People uay
be convinced of the importance of a given course of action yet
they may not rally the energy necessery to carry it through."ls
The ego motivation of such socially aoceptable behavior is rather
clearly demonstrated in Dale Carnegle's title, "How to Win Friends
and Influence People® with the subtle and silent implication "for
your personal welfare end gratification,®

This selfish ego striving viewpoint makes the discussion by
De Schwelnitsz on religion understandebles

Religion shows itself differently in different

persons. To one 1t apnoars suidenly as in

coversion; to =nother it comes as growth of a

slovly devolopinz conviction., One man receives

it through one form of faith, another through

another form, This complicates the problem of

a slowly developing sonviction, Thie complicates

the problem of using it for the person who is in

need of help may require an interpretntion of

religion different from that offered by the person

vho desires to help him, . .The best procedure with

such a person is to bring him into touch with

someone vho has this same mio:-oanh and who may be

eble to confirm him in 1t,%19
In other words, if he is }Mohammeden, confirm him in his belief, if
he be Jewlsh confirm him in his belief. Taking a byword of case~
workers, they have said in the field of :.'_eligion.. don't force hin
into your pattern. It means, you may feel your religion is the
beat for you and provides you most adequately with the ad;')us'lanants

40 1life situations; howvever, that religion, which term they use

18, De sgmmts. Zhe Art of Helping People out of Trouble,
Pp. 181,

19. fbid... P 205.
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interchangeatly with philosophy of life, is not necessarily good
and mentally healthy for enother individusl., Is it any wonder that
dther professional p-eo;ple have become skeptical about the velue of
religion and have accused the Chmrch of falling in its task?

The exagesis of the story of the two bullders, one bullding
on send, the other on rock, becomes auite clear vhen one sees the
shallovw, vacillating opinions that are held in the name of religion
end, we should add, wvhat is called a mentally healthy tolerance,
That is tolerance for everythingz btut the personal Savior, the
Son of God, trus God =nd Men and Savior of simmers.

It wvould be false to say that no ome can go through life
wvith a reasonsble degree of mental health and security unless he
is a Christian. Xor God maketh his sun to shine on the good and
the evil and the rain falls on the just and the wmjust. Only too
frequently we find that the ungodly arnd unchristian individual
geems to have more success in 1life than the pious Christian, This
does not vitiate the fact that absolute security is offered alone
by God. By this security is not meant days of ease and life of
plenty—=it extends to the time vhen ease and ylenty disappear and
glves the strength and courage to face elso the day of trial.

Placing people into categories is always a precarious
position. To clarifiy the process of sanctification in contra~
dlstinction to "good works! we have made the following illustration.
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l SocigTY
Figure one is tho Christian according to the desoription of

the Bidle vho sccepts Jesus Ohrist as His Savior, is a child of
God by the atonement. He sees God through Christ. The love of
God flows into him through Ohrist so that he says like Paul, the
love of Chfist constrains us. In this relationehip he becomes

a nev creature. "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things ore passed away; behold zll things are become new."
(2 Coxr, 5,17) EHe'is motivated in his dseds of lindness Ty the
Love of Christ living in h!.i-—an wnselfish love for God and his
fellovmen. Oertainly this too. is qualified to a degres by the
fast that sin still lives in him apd the complete unselfishness as
it is seen in the Savior will not be eschieved untll the state of

perfection is reached in sternity. In him the Savior's work has
taken effect in overpowering sin, death, and the devll and instilling
in bim & love for righteousness. Christ not only concuered sin for
us but also in us.

Pigure two is the individual motivated by a fear——a guilt
fealing-—or an egocentric drive for very selfish satisfactlon—
perheps qul.i':-é unconsciously. He does not necessarily ask for publie




acknovledgement of his philanthropies. He may f£ind sufficient
satisfaction to atone for = guilt feelingz or a desire to domincte
vithout fanfare. He is soclally acceptable and iec looked upon as
a pillar of the commmity, However, his relationship to God is not
- oomplete. He may be a nominal church member btut that does not
ingure falth nor sanctification,the frult of faith, The unselfish
love of God can only be astive in the heart that is in o right
relationship to God, Nevertheless he may be cspable of socially
approved acts of lindness.

Figure three is that individual who has no relztionship to
God and mgnifaests his feelings of his fellowmen vhile he pleys at
being God. He is found in the pemal institutions 1f his acts have
grown sufficiently anti-social %o wvarrant such procedure. However,
ho may be oapable of sufficlent self-control %o aveld punislment.

In figures tuo and three we have those who are in need of
regeneration. Agein o misinterpretation has caused some to feel
that figure two can be clessed =3 Christian since he follows the
example of Ohrist in doing good. He falls to recognize the moti~
vation of Ohrist as totally unselfish in contrast to his method
of “work righteousness." Such people may evan speak of obeying
the commendments and think of them as a code of lifo. They fall
%o see that the working of the Holy Spirlt through the means of
grace changes the motivation for the keeping of the c@aﬂont:
and that not merely fear of punishmont mekes them a curd, rule or
nirror hut the Love of Christ in the heart, the Christ vho by his
atoning work on Oalvary broke the pover of sin and the devil and
has changed, in the hearts of those who acoept hie work by felth,

the naturel mind vhich is emmity against God.
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In an eddross to the Rod Oross class of Meddcael Sociel
Workers Cheplain E. Bruder defined religion as men's relationshin
to God, Ve mccept this definition beceuse 1% is all inclusive.

4ll nen live in some releticnship to God vhether that De & Christien,
an agnostic or an atheist, VYhether the relationship is rizat or
not 1s not to come into consideration at this point,

Becauso of men's desire to be independent and since the
"gornel mind is emmity against God" (Rom. 8,7) he rebels sgainst
the idea that he is saved by grece without the ld.ued.s of the law,

At the seme time he hss within himgelf a desire to maintain a
roletionship vhich keeps him in the good of uhatever he may call
god, He does this in a veriety of ways. ZEvery tribe of people
eround the world has some concept vhich they call god, It may
includo meny pods, it may be an intangible, undefined spirit, But
man has been knowvn to perform deeds of self-inflicted torture without
thought of grief or psin. The prophets of Baal slashed themselves,
in Africe tho beating heart of = native is cut out, in Indip Dbables
are throun into tho Ganges, othor babies are placed into the
vhitehot arms of a god o0 e burned alive, in America steps are
clinbed on the knees of worshippers, families deprivs themselves
of essentials in order to pay for dead relatives-—zll this and more
is dons in the name of religion %o appease a gods The worshipper
believing that his atonement, his right relationship to God,; can
only be worksd cut by & persensl sacrifics is driven to complotely
drrational acts by a fear of punishment from a god wvhose whins he
mst guess and satisft.zo

20, Of. Paul Kretsmann, mm'g.m!me.mmm
%t@r I. PP 1-30!
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