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close to her, who were more anxious to concilliate the group led
by the returned exiles and keen on the doctrines of Calvinism,
her support of the Catholies gradually diminished, until it was
necesaary to use force to qulet them following her excommunica=
tion é,lid the éntrance of seminarists and Jesuits into England.

The "XXXIX Articles" were the last attempt to bring peace
in the religious controversies of the time. Church polity was
hierarchical,.definitely Catholic. The doctrine of the Lord's
Supper was definitely Calvinigtic. And to those who sought mid=-
dle ground,.there was a definite statement on the efficacious=-
ness of the sacraments, a tendency towards Lutheranism.

During the years intervening between the first and finral
revision of the "XXXIX Articles," the mailn controversies were
concerning vestments, ornaments,.and other externals having to
do with worship and the sacraments. The perlod is marked by
a general laxness in externals, both in conforming to the Fray-
er-Book regulations and in enforcing the directives of the
Prayer-Book. The non-conformists were drawlng further and fur-
ther away, and began to be called "Puritans."

In the northern part of England Catholic worshlp contine-
ued quite openly. For there was centered the strength of the
Catholic population. The result was a Catholic uprising in
the North, in protest against the reforming measures, under the
leadership of the Duke of Norfolk. At length the revolt was
put down; the Duke of Forfolk and the Earl of Northumberland
were executed; and other leaders werse imprisoned. The pope seens



34

to have been- the instigator of the revolt, hoping to involve
all of the Catholics in a general political revolt. The pope;
Pius V, supported the venture financially, and quite probably
rallled them to the venture with the hope of Spanish interven-"
tion. '

Elsewhere in England priests were holding masses in ge-
cret. From all dioceses came bishops' complaints concerning
the saying of mass in secret.

'Popishe and perverse priestes which, misliking
religlon have forsaken the ministerie yet live in

corners, are kKent in gentillemen's houses, and had

in great estimacion with the people.' Just as the

bishop of VWorcester complained of these priests who

remained in hiding, so too the bishop of Salisbury

desired active measures should be taken against 'the

gtragling doctora and vriestes who have libertie to

stay at their pleasures within this rea}ge (and who)

do nmuch hurte secretlye and in corners.

Zven in London itself masses were being sald.

Catholios appealed to the pope to sanction thelir attend- 2
ing the reformed services. 3ut the pove refused thelr appeal.
Thus they were forced eit.hez_- to dlsobey the vope and attend thq
services, or else become "recusants," the name applied to those
who refused to acknowledge the royal supremacy. In general s it
seems the majority "fell into the habit of attending protestant
churches, .partly through coming to a compromise with their con-
science caused by a sense of their isolation, the absence of
all spiritual ministrations, and the compliant attlitude of some

of thelr own priests; partly, too, from the desire to hear thelr

18. Meyer, om. git., p. 129,




nmother tongue employed in the service of the church."l® But a
great nunber w_ere:_ fined for not attending the reformed services, .
and many were: 1mé£§:'§dﬁad for attending secret masses..

Hhén-the poﬁ;a-F---ducats failed to achieve their desired end
in the uprising in the North, .he resorted to another means to
hddle the Catholice together.: On April 22, .1570, .Plus V ex=-
communicated Elizebeth.  The bull of excomrunication, ."Regnans
in excelsis," termed Elizabeth "the pretended Jueen of England"
and a "wassal of iniquity." Nowhere dces the bull condemn Eliz--
abeth for false doctrine, -nor could 1t, .for Plug 1V had stated
that the Prayer-Book was "authenti¢ and not repugnant to the
truth." ' Already at this time 1t was quite generally held that
all offieial esctions of the pope were infallible. Thus thé pre=
gsent pope could handly overrule his prédéc_p_asor and excommuni=-
cate Elizaleth on the grounds of false doctrines- Elizabeth was -
excommunicated on the grounds of denying the supremacy of the
PODG. :

The bull also absolved the nobility who had taken an cath
of fidelity to Elizebeth.. Henceforth they were to render mo
further allegiance to her.: Thoge who dld were likewlse su‘a:].eet
to excomrmunication.- The bull in effect demanded English Ga.'l'.ho-j
lics to rebel againat her,.and opened up the posslbility of her
assassination.. The pope undoubtedly hoped this would be the
end result of his bull of excommnication.. For Urban II had
long ago decreed that the Church would not consider anyone a

19. Ibid,, De 130
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murdérer who "through zeal to thelr mother Church against the
excommunicated put any of them to death."

The results of the bull of arx_oommhnleation,' &8 evidenced
between 1570 and 1580, were certainly not all Pius V had hoped
for. Internationally, the bull was received with great joy and
ragr_et.' The rotestant sountries were elated because they now
believed they had witnessed the rise of a new champlion of re-
form ,- and a new aliy in t‘heir struzgles with Rome.;_ _’Ifhe ca_tho-:
119 :countriea regretted the a.«cf,ion._-..-rhe: Emperor Maximilian 1120
of the Xoly Romgn Ewpire and the Kinééi_p%’ France and Spain pu'b—
licly Geclared their displeasure at the: Jope's ag_‘:_.!.cn.. Phillp
of Spain went out of his way to oreste batter relations betiveen
his country and the gourt of “liza.beth, and for a t.ime theae
two nations were an friendly terms, '.i.'nua, mtemt.tomlly, the
bull of excommunication was a fa.ilure. If anything resul ted
from the bull, 1t was an enha.noément of intermational relations .-
all in the favor of Elizabeth.

Politleally, in England 1tself, the bull stimulated the
rising tide of mtiana.liam.' Hot only did the Gathoi.tc aembers
of the government refuse to resign their seats in governmental
a.i'i‘a.ﬁ.rs,' but..‘ for the ma.in_.' their respect for the capabllitles
and potentialities of Elizabeth increased. Locally, the massea
also resal:zted the audacity of the pops. Even lathollos defen-
de'd their Queen againat the machinations of the pope. Greater
and greater was their enthusiasm for their country and for the

20. William He Nes, The Breach With Rome, De 47.
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protection of their Gueocn from the hands of potential renegades
and forelgn intruders. As an example _o!;' this feellng, one need
only look to the immediate result of the vesting of the bull on
the ralace entrance oi" the Blshop. of London. 'I.'ha agent, one
Jchn Felton, was ae:lze:d on the spot and hanged. Politlcally,
the bull wes also a great fallure.

Religiously, the bull was the dividing line. No longar_
could the Ustholics hope to capitalize on the symp;a.fhy of the
Gueen. Mo longer were any ccneea:‘!.t?na to be made-to the Catho=
lic party. There rather was a period of tightening up, a grea~-
ter demand for conformity,.a greater insistance on the atten-
dence of the Sunday and Hol;; day services, a more ea,n‘zeat. at-
tempt to discover the places where maag'es were being held in ge-
eret and to mt them at an end, and an iﬁgma in the mumber
imprisoned. The Cathollics were now bgginnins to be regard;d as
an Outla.weé GSroupe : - _

However, in splte of thls, one cannot deny that there was
a quickening on '_bhe part of many Gajbhalies for the old falth;
that there were priests, tpoush not so mmerous, who were hol=-
ding private masses in all parts of England; that justices of
the peace w;'posely loqkad. the other way, or were present then-
selves, while masses were sald; that Nuns were residing in
homes of Catholics continuing 1ﬁ their_ own work. And since no
word had been spoken concerning the successor to t.he_. throne,
the Catholics bhad renewed hope that a Catholic rersonage would
yot, perhaps soon, ascend the throne. From Lancashire came
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word that Catholics were withdrawing from the Anglicen wervices.
In York Catholic fasté and Pestivals were once a2gailn being ob=-
served, , liany, becaus_;e' of the bull, could no longer compromise
wlth their conscionces and attens the servides of the Church of
I:ng;l.and. o such the .bull was & call to fully oppose the new
Chureh. '

Hew legislation, shortly aftsr the bull of excommunication
became public, gé.ve rise to the pr' systeu, which was to be of
such great. importance in years %o comes For in 1571 & new law
demanded ttiat. all olergymen lower than bisuops uﬁat reaffirm
their aé'eemenﬁt.‘ with the ™XXXIX Articles.” Anothor act c;ondém-
ned anyone who brought to England or causéd to be published in
England any further papal bull, whetever its contents, and de=
ciared such a one guilty of high treason, vhose penalty was to
e logs of '1ife and Torfeliture of proverty. A royal prgclana.-
tion then prowised that those who revealed such information
"should be 86 largely rewarded, that during his or their llves
they should have. just cause to think themselves well used."

During this period’ (1570-1580) there was a’'sharp rise in
Puritanism. Yith the appointment of Grindall to succeed Farker
as Archbishop of Canterbury, came a pericd of compronise and
general relaxation, and the Puritans galined the groundwork,
which was to enable them to ever after remaln independent of
the Church of England. -

With the acceptance of the "XXXIX Articles," the doctrinal
devélcpement of the Church of England came to an end. The Ref= .
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ormation now had the problem of survival to face.
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