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a. Extent ot Epioureanism 

1. Geographical 

13 

Ep1oureaniem bogan 1n the regions around the Aegean 

Sea. Strabo, the geographer, presents a short but inter­

esting aooount of the early years of Epicurus: 

The Athenians at first sent Pericles as general 
and ~1th him Sophocles the poet, who by a siege put 
the disobedient Samians 1n bad plight; but later they 
sent t wo thousand allotteee from their own people, 
among whom was ll!eoolee, the father of Epicurus the 
philosopher, a schoolmaster as they called him. And 
indeed it 1e said that Epiourue grew up here and 1n 
Teos, and t hat he became an ephe.bos at Athens, and 
that ttenang.er t he comic poet became an ephebos at the 
same time .ts 

~Jhen Epicurus was about thirty years of age he founded 

a school of philosophy 1n r5itylene and t ampeaous. 9 Ep1-

ourus regarded I.,ampsaous, a f erry town of the Dardanelles 

opposite to the modern toun of Gallopoli {the c1ty of Cal­

lias), almost as his oountry.10 His foremost disciple, 

\:,etrodorua, came from La111peacus •11 Another pillar of his 

school wae Polyaenua, a notable mathematician, also from 

Lampeacus.12 Additional followers from this oity are 

Leonteus and his wife Them1sta; Idomeneus, the husband of 

Batis; and Colot es • aga,inat whom Plutarch wrote a tract and 

8. Strabo, GeograPhl XIV.1.18. 
9. Cf . C1oero, De Finibus I I.101; Pliny, Natural .tl!!­

!2!::! X..XXV .5; Athenaeus VI I.298D; Diogenes Laertius, Lives 
.2! Eminent Phil osophers x.15. 

10. Strabo xrrr .1.19. 
11. Cf. Seneoa, Epistulae 52.3; Diogenes Laertius, .21!· 

o1t., x.23. 
12. Cf. Cicero Aoad.Pro. 106; De F1n1bus 1.20; Seneoa, 

Epietulae 18.9; Diogeiiea-r.aertius,~·~··X·24. 

·.: .. 
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a rejoinder. From Mitylene came Hermarohue, the suooeeaor 

of Polyaenus •13 
' Five years after F.:piourus founded h'ie philos9phy in 

Mitylene and Lampsaoue, he movsd to Athens, where he estab-
. 

lieh.ed his "aohool" in. a ga.rden. Here his. dootr1ne and 
. . 

teaohinge flourished. fo.r .oentur1ee. Hie·. teaohings aimed at 

awakening in·tereat and popularity, and a dogma of this kind 

is perhaps especially appropriate to the sunny south and to 

the alert Greek in particular. Diogenes Laertiue traces 

the historical development of the Epicurean school at Ath-

ens af'ter the death of its founder.14 In 79 B .C., Cicero 

spent six mont.hs at Athens among the philosophers, chiefly 

attending the leoturee of zeno of Sidon on Ep1curean1sm. 

This was still a popular philosophy after more than two 

centuries. In the days of the Early Empire we find fre­

quent allus1on to oharaoterlstio Epicurean tenets. The 

eohool at Athens was still frequented. Apollon1us of Ty­

ana, who v1elted the various sects at Athens, heard a 

course on Ep1ourean1sm, 0 ror even it he d1d not disdain to 

etudy."15 Aulus Gellius; wh,o studied philosophy at Athens 

while Herodes. Atticus was there hardly alludes to Epicur­

eanism, except to quote the bitter words of H1erooles the 

Stole: " Pleasure is the end, 1e a harlot's doctrine: no 

13. Diogenes Laert1us, ,W?•o1t., x.23. 
14 • ..!J2!.g., x. 
15. Ph1lostratus, Apoll. Tyana, 6. 
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provldence 1s not even a harlot's ·dootrine."~6 Finally, 

Long1nue, who visited t.thens to study philosophy aoout 240 

A.D., does not even me·nt1on t,h.e Epiaureans.17 Yet., 11" Ep1• 

oureanism was not 1n good standing at the University or 
Atnene, it would be a ·mietake to , 1nfer tnat it had been 

reduced to a1lenoe at this t1me. Ep1c·urean1sui continued 

for another· century and Athene was . no exoept1on. 

The teachings of 11 the Garden" found the field most 

favorable for expansion in the .East, especially in Asia and 

Palestine.18 This was inevitable because of the world sit­

uation. The eastern and western parts of the Mediterranean 

were out off from one another. Struggles between Rome and 

Carthage frequently turned the whole Jest into a war area. 

To the Eaet the s1tuat1on was different. The conquests of 

Alexander the Great had opened the doors towards the orient. 

This ohallenged the adventurous spirit of the Greeks, as 

well as offering new hope for the down-trodden and political­

ly oppressed. Tens of thousands of Greeks migrated eastward, 

founding new oities from the wester~ coast of Asia Minor to 

the very doors of India • . Under Seleucus, one of the euooes­

eors of' Alexander the Great,, .upwards of one hundred forty 

new cities were rounded. It is no wonder, then, that Cicero 

deol·ares that not merely Greece· and Italy, but the barbarian 

16. Aulue Gelllus, .VIIi.5.8. 
17 •. Porphyr1us, De Vita Plot1n1, 20. 
18 • . Norman ·r;. Dewit~Notes on. the History of' Ep1ourean-

1em", Transactions of !h! ~.Am::.;;:e~r~1_c_an_ .. Philological Association, 
Vol.LXIII, 1932, p.166. 
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world lying around soon felt the influence or Ep1curean-

1sm.19 

The.re are numerous evidenoes testifying t.o the spread 

of Ep1ourean1sm in Asia Uinor.. Lampsaous and A.11tylene have 

already been mentioned. I t was 1n remote Oenoanda, 1n Ly­

oia, that a f a ithful diec·1ple of Epicurus, Diogenes by 

name., buil t his monument ( a portico.), to wi:11oh was affixed 

the marble slab bearing his famous Greek Eplourean 1nsor1p­

t1on for all t o read who passed that way.20 A certain As­

olep1ades, hailing from B1thyn1a, founded an Epicurean 

school of medicine at Rome.21 .And Athenaeus presents an 

interesting aooount of D1onys1ue of Heraoleia: 

And though old enough to know better, he [Dionys1ue 
of Heraoleia] deserted the doctrines of the Foroh and 
leaped over to embrace Epicurus. Of him Timon said not 
unwittingly: "Now when his sun ought to be declining, he 
beg ins to recline in the lap of pleasure; it's high t.ime 
he were loving, high time he were marrying, and high 
time tha t he stopped. 11 22 

Additional 1nf orma.t1on on tha ·influence of Ep1our~an1sm in 

Asia Minor is g iven by r..uoian, a writer of the second oen-

tury after Christ and 1n a distant part ot the world. He 

tells of t he aot1v1t1es of Alexander the false prophet, who 

19. ~ F1n1bus, II.49. 
20. George Hadzelts, · Luoret1us .!!!,g 1!!! Influenoe, Lons-

mane, Green, and Co., New York, 1935, p.195. 
21. Pauly-~'llsaowa, e.v. · , 
22. cAthenaeus VII .281. The orig1pa}- of T~'1on ~ <'\statement 

reads: '))Vl~, ! XP~v 8uvHV vw o!f~ftdL "">]bOVt~9J1.. wP'n f~V , ~71 
6E. ~)',.fl.V > t'iipn ot -rrrndlJ~Q,n.. • at. Athenaeus 427E for a more 
oomp1ete description of the godless actions of Dionys1ue of 
Heraaleia. 
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issued 0 a promulgation designed to scare them [h1s enemies], 

s-aying that. Pontue was full of atheists [that, is, ,the Epi­

cureans J and Ohr1st1,ane who had· the nardlhood t -o utter the 

vtleet abuse of him ."" 23 Epidure·ans 1n general w~re the 

' avowed enemies of superst1tion :and priestly deception, 

susp1o1ou~ of all secret worship and. myeter.1es •. Thia po­

e1t1on made them al.li·es with the Christians against Alex-
' . 

·ander, whose fame . was spreading far and wide ~h~oughout . . . . . 

Paph'lago·n1,a. .Hie deoei~s and tricks w~re e_xposed to pil­

grims · making th,eir . way to ht~ oraole (it, -Abonutichos by the 

Epio-ureane who, aooordipg to Luoi~~ .were numerous . in the 

provinces .bordering the Eux1ne.. Alexander: appealed to the 

fanat·-1~1sm, of the . province to deet.r<>f ,his .. opponents. "It 

any atheist, Chr1st.1an Q~ .Epic.urean, has come, to s~y" t,he 

eaored r1te.s, let him ·depart."24 And as the herald called 

"Away w1~h -the Cnr1et1ans", the people .responded, "Away with . . . ·• ; . 

the .F.piour~ana .• 11 25 Of all .t,he opponents of' Alexander, he 
. . . ·~ . . 

" b ~ hated_ Amastris: .moat ,of all the o!tiee in .Pontus . ec.ause ue 

.knew that the. followers . of . Lepidus an~ ot.hers like them 

were nU111e.rous in the. o1ty. tt26 

Epi,cu;r~a.n 1nt'l~e.nc;,e was f .elt also .~n ·rarsus, .. the o1ty 

ot St. l?a.ul ' ·s . b1rth and e·dua.ation • . An .Epiaur_ean ph~loeo­

pher named Lye ias came to be . tyrant .of ·rareus • "Refusing 

2·3. · Lucian,.' AleXc~der ~ False Prophet, 25~ 
24. Loo.cit,. 
25. Loo.cit. 
26. too.m. --
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to give up his offioe he made h1meelf tyrant or the city. 

He then distributed the goods of the rich among the poor, 

murdering many who did not offer them or their own ac­

cord. tt 27 'l'hree oenturies later, during the reign of Alex­

ander Balas, this same o1ty produoed the famous Epicurean 

writer, Diogenes. Tarsus must have been a center of Epi­

ourean1sm over a long period of time. 

In the second century B.C., we learn from one or the 

Heroulanean rolls of the vogue or Epioureanism 1n the grea~ 

city of Antiooh. 28 Antioohus Ep1phanes (175-164 B.C.), the 

God manifest, was converted to Ep1curean1sm through one 

?hilonides, who not only sojourned in favor at this court, 

lived in a building aorose from the palace, but also main­

tained this poelt1on during the reign or his successor, 

Demetrius Soter {162-150 B.C.), the Savior.
29 

Syria produced a number of outstanding Ep1oureans, a 

teet1mony again to the spread of the teachings of "the Gar­

den". Lucian, the satirist, has been mentioned. He hailed 

from the inland Syrian town of Samosata, and shows both in­

timate knowledge of Epicureanism and also great sympathy Vlith 

it. M1thras, the steward of Lys1machus, king of Thrace, was 

an Epicurean from Syria. Suetonius informs us that a pro­

fessor of Greek, Pomp111us Andronicus, who must have been a 

27. Athenaeue v.215. 
28 .. Norman w. DeWitt, "some Less Familiar Aspects of ~p1-

ourean1sm", The Classical .Journal, !F.ay • 1949 • 
29 •. Loe .cit7 --
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oontemporary with Luoret1us, was by b1rth a Syrian. He 

spoiled his chanoee as a ·teacher of literature by his de• 
' . 

vot1on to Ep1ourean1sm. It was supposed that bis creed 

would make him indolent in h1s teaching and less· able to 

maintain discipl~ne; and so the poor m~ saw himself' d1e­

tanoed in the oompet1t1on by 1~ferior men.30 

·Traces of, Ep1ourean1sm are found 1n Palestine and 

neighboring territories. Zeno, a leader ot "the Garden" 

at Athene, oame from Sidon.31 Ph1lodemue, the outstanding 

Epiourean 1n Rome in the d~ys of C1oero, . came from Gadara, 

a oity on the outskirts of the Ant1-L1banus. It 1s natural 

to believe that the dootrinee of Epicurus were common know­

ledge to the inhabitant~ ~f the o1t1ee of the Decapol1s. 

These were a federation ot cities marked by Hellenistic or­

ganization and culture. Pliny lists the following cities 

belonging to the Deoapolie: Damascus, Philadelphia, Raphana, 

Soythopolis, Gadara, Hippos, Dion, Pella, . Gerasa, and Can­

atha. Ptolemy, a seoond century writer, names eighteen.32 

30. De Grammaticis 8. - ......,.....,.=-,.....;;;;.;;.;;;;;.;;, 
31. Cicero, De Natura Deorum, 1.59. 
32. If Jesus-;orked with h1s father as a oarpenter from 

boyhood until the beginning of his public ministry, he no 
doubt labored in the vicinity of Nazareth, his home city. 
It was the custom of his day, as 1t is to this ~ay, for la­
bor crews to band together and travel from city to o1ty in 
carrying out their work. These bands of w9rkrnen must op­
erate within walking diatano·e of their home base, as they 
had families to look after and support. Within a comfor­
table walking distance of Nazareth are four of the original 
cities of the Decapolie: Scythopolia, Gadara, Hippos, and 
Pella. It is very likely, then, that Jesus encountered the 



~eeopot·am1a knev, ot Ep1ourean1sm already 1n the 

second century B.C. Seleuo1a, in Mesopotamia, was tbe 
I 
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~ome of Diogenes, the Ep1oure~n 1n the oour~ of Al&xand6r 

Balas, ·the sucoessor or Demetfius Soter. 

The appeal of Epicurean ~ootrl.ne reacrhed Egypt also. . 

Colotes, who published a .little book entitled, l!'.!li Accor­

ding !,2 !h!! Opinions 2f !ru! Otber Fhilosophere .Q!!! Cannot 

.!.! ~.!!,.!:.!!!,and dedloated 1t to King Ptolemy, was an 

Bp1ourean. 33 .Aooord1ng to Diogenes Laert1us there was also 

a second Ptolemy mentioned as an adherent to ·this gr~up.34 

In o~ndemning the 1r teaoh~ngs·, Dionysiua, Bishop of Alex­

andr la ( ?-265 A . 1?•), gave ~ute testimony to their extent •. 

Record of persecution is also evldenoe of the wide and 

rapid d1ssemlnat1on of Ep1ourea.n1em.35 Suldae mentions two 

examples: Lyttoa and t.\essena • . Aooordlng to him some Epi­

cureans moved to the town of I-i)'ttos, or Lyotoe, 1n Ora.te • 

A deoree at onoe demanded . the expulsion "or those who bad 

invented a woman1eh and ignoble and d1sgraeeful ~hilosophy, 

and who were enemies of the gods."36 If th~Y r~turned, a 

worse fate awa1 ted them. Since Lyttos was destroyed around 

Epicurean philosophy on hie visits to these various cities 
wh1le working ae a carpenter, and that He was well aoquaint­
ed with tneir doctrine. Nonnan rt. DeWitt, author ot ''Some 
Less Familiar Aspeate of Ep1ourean1em". Ih!!; Classical~­
!!!!, May, 1949, holds to this view, an observation wh1ob 
seems very tenable. 

33. Plutarch, A5ainst Colotes, 1. 
34. Diogenes taertius, 21?•.ill • ,x.25 • t n 
35. r orman w. DeWitt, ''Some Less Familiar Aspeo s. • •• • • 
36. Suidas, under Lyttoe. 
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200 B .c •, this perseoution must have taken plaoe sometime 

1n the third century B.C. Similarly the people of Messene 

thrust out the Epicureans as defilers of the temples and as 

a disgrace to philosophy through their atheism and indif­

rerenoe.37 

In the last ha.lf of the seoond oentury B.C., the new 

oreed swung westward. The earliest expositor of Epicurean-

ism in Latin was one Amarinius, who published muoh liter-

ature of the aeot. 38 Of him Cioero says: 

To fill the gap their [the refined philosophers] 
e1lenoe left came the vo1oe or c. Amaf1n1us, and by 
the publication of hie works the orowd had its inter­
est stirred, and flocked to the teaching he advooated 
in preference to any other, whetber because it was so 
easy to grasp, or because of the seductive allurements 
of pleasure, or possibly also because, 1n the absence 
of any better teaoh1ng, they clung to what there was. 
After Amafiniue again there came a number of imitators 
or the eame system and by their writings took all 
Italy by storm.39 

After Amaf1n1us a nost of writers sprang up 1n the 

1ieat. Through their efforts Ep1curean1sm spread through­

out Italy and beyond. Ga1us Cat1us, an adherent to this 

creed. was an Insubrian Gaul. Furthermore, Ep1ourean1sm 

seems to have thrived 1n Caesar's camp in Gaul, from which 

site the young Trebatiua announced his conversion to Ep1-

ourean1sm 1n 53 A.D.40 

37. Su1das, under Messene. The date of this 1no1dent 1s 
conjectural but has been placed around the middle of the 
seoond century B.C. 

38. Cicero, Aoad.Post.,1.5; Tuso.D1sQ.,Iv.6, 11.7; ]! 
Finlbue, 111.40:--- ----

39. ~· Diep., Iv.6. 
40. Oloero, !!!•• v11.12.1. 
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It is impossible to say when Ep1curean1sm reached Rome. 

It waa known there in the da.ya ot Enn1us';41 About the mid­

dle. or the ee~ond centurJ an obscure s·t .a:t.ement tells us 

that two Epicureans, Alo1us and Ph111scus, were expelled 

from Rome on the ground of immoral influence on the 

young. 42 It is certain that about. that time "the Roman 

government made some ineffectual attempts to check the cor­

ruption. of manner~ and the decline of faith, which aocom­

pan1ed the conquest of the transmarine provinces. The de­

cree against the Baochanalia 1n 186 a.c. and the general 

order given to the executive in 161 B.C. to keep a sharp eye 

on philosophers and rhetoricians, betray uneasiness in the 

governing o 1roles at Rome. tt43 Cioer.o makes several comments 

on their numbers and activity 1n Rome.44 Thie philosophy of 

"pleasure" was undoubtedly w·1nn1ng converts steadily. 

In the vicinity of Naples, there w.as the Epicurean gar­

den school of S1ro, as well as of S1ro' .s famous friend, 

Ph1lodemus. At the olty of Tarentum Polyaronus, an envoy 

sent by D1onys1us the Younger, ad.dressed the men of that 

city on Ep1oureaniem as. follows: 

<fo me at least, gentlemen., it has often before 

41·. er. Cicero. De Div., 1.58.132; 11.50.104; J2! Natura 
Deorum, II1.32.79; ct.~ologue to Plautus', U.eroator. 

42. Athenaeus, XII.~8. 
43. William Wallace, .2,2.01t., ·p.250. 
44. J.2! F1n1bue, I.7.25; TI'715.49; Tusq • . Dieg •• 11.3.7.; 

Pro Cae.lio, 17 .2~1. 
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this appeared plain, as I considered the question, 
that the whole system wh1oh sete up· the$e virtues 
is quite absurd, and far removed from .nature's in­
tent. For when nature speaks in her own vo1oe, she 
bids us , follow our pleasures, and declare-a that 
this 1s the right oouree for a man of sense. but to 
resist them, to eubjuga.te the appetites, 1:e the 
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mark of one who 1e neither prudent nor happy nor 
oomprehends the compos i te charaoter of human nature.45 

At the time of St. Paul this self-extending gospel of 

the tranquil life had spread to most parts or the Graeoo­

Roman world. Whe~ever Paul went to preaoh the Gospel of 

Christ he must have found himself fao.ing ·audienoes "liber­

ally interspersed w1 th burgeois .Epiourea~s. n46 De-Witt 

notes: 11 In all my reading I have never enoountered anywhere 

the ola1m that Platon1sts or Peripatetics or -even 5to1os 

were numerous but in every oentury may be found evidence 

that Epicureans were prominent."47 

~picureaniem was a wide-spread belief and one which 

must have been seriously taken into· oonsiderat1on by Paul. 

One dare not overlook th1a powerful group when st.udy1ng New 

Testament history, nor dare one merely look upon the Epi­

cureans ae a weak sister philosophy to the Stoics. These 

followers or ~p1ourus faced Paul wherever he went, and taught 

doctrines, eome of \'lh10h 1ns1d1ouely paralleled Christianity 

and others again v1hich bitterly opposed Christ' e basic 
' teachings. For these. reasons Eplaureanism was a major enemy 

. . 
against which Paul and. the early Churoh had to contend. 

1 

45. Athenaeus, XII.544-545. 
46. Norman ·1 . DeWitt, "Some r.ess Familiar Aspects of ••• n. 
47. Loe.cit. --

-
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c. Adherents 

A philosophy of the m1111ons 
A philosophy for beggar and king 

The past pages have shown that Ep1curean1em spread 

throughout the Graeoo-Roman world. This must have been a 

philosophy of the millions. 

In the generation after Epicurus, the Stoic Ohrys1p­

pus 0 devoted hie life to demolishing \he .Epicurean doctrine 

and even went so far as to nave his statue erected 1n the 

Oerame1cue so postured, as be thought, as to be a refutation 

of that creed. 048 The new doctrine was explotted by Men­

ander and ridiculed by other comedians. Already in the 

days of Arceeilaus, who was a later contemporary or Epicur­

us, men asked why there were so many deserters to Epiour­

eanism from other schools, while no Epicurean ever became a 

renegade. To this Aroesilaue earcastioally replied: "A man 

may become a eunuch, but a eunuch can never become a man."49 

These evidences point to the immense popularity ot the Gar­

den philosophy in Athens 1n the later 11fet1me of Epicurus 

and the years 1mmed1ately followlng. 50 

Another interesting statement as to the number of ad­

herents of Epiourean1sm appears in Diogenes t aertius: 

For our philosopher bas abundance of witnesses 
to attest his unsurpassed goodwill to all men--hie 

t ti 
48. Norman w. DeWitt, "some Less Familiar Aspeo s ••• • 
49. Diogenes Laertiue, .Ql?•Olt., IV.6.43• t, 11 so. Norman w. DeWitt, "some tees Familiar Aepeo s ••• • 



native land, wn1oh honored him with statues 1n 
bronze; hie friends, so many 1n number that they 
oould hardly be counted by whole o1t1ee, and indeed 
all who knew h1m, held fast as they were by the 
siren-charms of his dootrine •••• 51 

25 

DeWitt takes this to mean that nwhlle whole c1t1es oould 

be described as Epiourean in faith, tnls s~atement tell 

short of the truth, because rural d1etr1ots also had been 

permeated by tnat ore ad. "52 Diogenes Laerth1s further men­

tions that 1'\'lhile nearly all the others [sohools] have d1ed 

out, the school itself continues forever without 1nterrupt1on 

through numberless reigns of one scholaroh after another. ,,S3 

Various phrases in the writings or Cicero 1nd1oate that 

the Epicureans were numerous.54 Other lnformation wnioh 

ehede li~ht on this creed of the millions 1s supplied by 

Plutarch and indirectly by Tertullian. Plutarch, in ad­

dition to inoidental reforenoes scattered through his writ­

ings, has devoted two of hie essays to a keen or1t1o1sm of 

the Ep1ourean views, 1n tho course of wh1oh he reters to 

many points in the history of the eeot to show that material 

51. Diogenes Laertius, .22 •ill•, x.9 • 
52. Norman w. DeWitt, 11Some Lesa Familiar l\epects ••• n. 
53. Diogenes Laertlue, ,21?•01t., x.9-10. 
54. nAgain, as to the question often asked, why so many 

are F.p1oureane ••• " (De F1n1bus, 1.7); •t ••• let us pass in 
review the s_vstem ofF.p1ourus, whioh to most men is. the best 
known to any'' (Ibid.• 1.5); "But, you tell me, Epicurus him­
self' had many friends" (Ibid., 11.25); "such a provision 111 
became one whose 'intell~roamed' over unnu.mbered worlds 
and realms of infinite spaoe, without shores or oircum­
ference" {Ibid., II.31). In the speech Pro Caelio, dated 56 
B.C., Cioe~nforms us that at that time no philosophy. ex­
cept "voluptae cum d1gn1tate" wae then being taught in Rome 
(l!:,Q Caelio, 41). 
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o.n that top1o was 1n h1e time abundant.55 Tertullian. in­

veighing against the pagan ph11Qeoph1es of hie day asks the 

following questions: What indeed has Athens to do ~1~h Jeru-

salem? 

Church? 

. . 
What concord is there between the Academy and the 

What between heretics and Cbr1st1ana?56 Tertull1an 
. . . 

could well be referring also to the Epicureans, for th1e 

creed wa~ a powerful enemy of the Church. 1n his day. 

In asking "Why so many followers?~ one necessarily 1n-
. . 

quires into the type of people to whom this creed appealed. 

Pla~onlsm as . a creed was always ar1stoorat1c and in 

f'avor 1n the royal oourts. c icero wrote: '' I prefer to agree 

with Plato and be wrong than to agree with those Epicureans 

and be right." Stoicism, whioh steadily extolled virtue, 

logic, and d1v1ne providence, was ~o less acceptable to 

hypocrites than to saints. The Stoioe advocated a philoso­

phy wh1ch became popular ~1th the upper classes and which 

Horaoe oonsequently oalle a 11 s1lken-oush1on" philosophy• 

Epicureanism, on the contrary, ofte~ed no bait to the silk­

cushion trade,57 for th1e was not a oreed for the soo1ally 

and politically ambitious. It eschewed all social d1s­

t1notion, appealing thereby to a wider public than did Plato 

or Aristotle. Epicurus 1•apoke to the man and not merely to 

the citizen, to the. oommon man and not merely to the rea-

55. \'11111am Wallaoe, .sm.c1t., p.76. 
56. Tertu111an Against lferesies, chapter 7• 
57. Norman w. DeWitt, "Epicurus.: Philosophy for the ?.111-

lionsn, The Claasioal Journal, January, 1947, pp.l96-l97• - ------....:~;.;; 
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eon."58 The adv1oe of Ep1aurua was to have only so ~ucb 

regard for publ1o opinion ae to avoid unfriendly or1t1clsm 

for either eord1dnese or luxury. 

In the pla.oe of the old nationalism 1n Greek lite, 

ooemopol1taniem found axpreae1on with Ep1ourus. He dis• 

·regarded dlfferenoes of' nationality, sex, and .soa1al st.a­

tus. Irrospeot1ve of oountry or government, he introduced 

a new design for 11v1ng which was applicable everywhere. 

"He had emancipated himself from the obsessions of his 

race, pol1t1oal separatism, and the exclusive faith 1n 

political action. The whole world was a single par1sb."59 

'rhe i mmediate and intimate friends of Epicurus demon­

strate the ooemopolitan appeal of h1e ·ph1losophy. Hermar­

ohus of Mltylene, aeoond president of the sobool, .was the 

eon of a poor man.60 Polyaenus was a notable mathemat1o-

1an.61 Idomeneus, to whom Epicurus wrote a letter, was a 

minister or state who exercised a rigorous authority and 

bad important affairs in hand. Apollodorus was a oonspiou­

oua exponent of th1e oreed in Athens, while Zeno of Sidon, . 
a pup11 or Apollodorue, appears as tne next d1st1ngu1shed 

leader. Another unnamed follower was a drill-sergeant.
62 

58. William Wallace, .Qi•oit., p.16. 11 
59. Norman w. peWitt, Epiourue: Philosophy ror the ••• • 

p. 198. 
60. Diogenes Laert1us, .212•01t., x.24. " 
61. Plutarch mentions a second mathematician. At this 

P01nt Boethiue the matbematlo1an entered into . the oonver­
sat1.on • You know that . the man 1s. already o~~g1ng his 
alleg1anoe in the direction of Epicurean1sm. (c oral1a, 396E). 

62. Diogenes Laert1us, ~-cit., x.26. 


