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a rejoinder. From HMitylene came Hermarchus, the successor
of Polyaenus.l3
Five years after Eplourus founded his philosophy in
Mitylene and Lampsacua. he moved to Athens, where he estab-
1ished his "school" in a garden. Here his dootrine and
teachings flourished for centuries. ‘Hla.teaohings aimed at
awakening interest and popularity, and a dogma of this kind
is perhaps espscially approprilate to the sunny south and to
the alert Greek in particular. Diogenes Laertius traces

the historical developnent of the Epicurean school at Ath-

ene after the death of 1its foundei-.l4 In 79 B.C., Cicero

spent six monthe at Athens among the phllosophers, chiefly
attending the lectures of Zeno of Sidon on Epicureanism.
Thils was still a popular philosophy after more than two

centuries. In the days of the Early Empire we find fre-

quent allusion to characteristic Eplcurean tenets. The
school at Athens was still frequented. Apollonius of Ty-
ana, who visited the various seots at Athens, heard a
course on Epicureanism, “"for even it he did not disdain to
study."!® aulus Gellius, who studied philosophy at Athens
while Herodes Attlcus was there hardly alludes to Eplcur-
eanism, except to quote the bitter words of Hierocles the

Stoio: "Pleasurs 1s the end, 1g a harlot's doctrine: no

13. Diogenes Laertius, op.git., X.23.
14. Ibid., X.
15. Philostratus, Apoll. Tyana, 6.
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providence 1s not even a harlot'a'doctrine.“16 Finally,
Longinus, wno visited Athens to study philosophy about 240
A.D., does not even mention the Epicureana.l7 Yet, if Epi-
cureanism was not in good standing at the University of
Athens, it would be a mistake té-infer that it had been
reduced to sllence at this time. Eplcureanism countinued
for another century and Athens was.no exception.

The teachings of "the Garden" found the field most
favorable for expansion in the Fast, especially 1ln Asla and

Palastine.lB

This was inevitable because of the world sit-
uation. The eastern and western parts of the iediterranean
were cut off from one another. Struggles bstween Rome and
Carthags frequently turned the whole VWest into a war arsa.

To the East the situation was different. The conquests of
Alexander the Creat had opened the doors towards the orlent.
This challenged the adventurous spirit of the Creeks, as

well as offering new hope for the down-trodden and political=~
ly oppressed. Tens of thousands of Greeks migrated eastward,
founding new cities from the western coast of Asia Minor to
the very doors of India. - Under Seleucus, one of the succes- |
sors of Alexander the Great, upwards of one hundred forty

new cities were founded. It ie no wonder, then, that Clcero

declares that not merely Gresce and Italy, but the barbarian

%g- Aulus Gellius, VIII-giaél e

« Porpnyrius, De Vita Plotini, . -
18.,§orgai W 5éﬁTtt, TNotes on. the History of Eplcurean
ism", Transactions of the American Philological Association,
Vol.LXI1II, 1932, pD+166«
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world lying around soon felt the influence of Epilcurean-
1sm.19
There are numerous evidences testifying to the spread

of Eplcureanism in Asla VMinor. Lampsacus and kKitylene have
already been mentioned. It was in remote Cenoanda, in Ly-
oia, that a Falthful 4isciple of Epicurus, Diogenes by
name, built nis monument (a portico), to wihich was affixed
the marble slab bearing his famous CGreek Eplcurean lnscrip-

0 A certain As-~-

tion for all to read who passed that way.e
cleplades, hailing from Bithynla, founded an Eplcurean
school of medilcine at Rone.21 And Athenaeus presents an
intereeting account of Dionysius of Heraclela:

And though old enough to know better, he [Dionysius
of Heracleia] deserted the doctrines of the Porch and
leaped over to embrace Epicurus. Of him Timon said not
unwittingly: "Now when his sun ought to be declining, he
begine to recline in the lap of pleasure; it's high time
he were loving, high t%ge he were marrying, and high
time that he stopped."

Additional information on the influence of Eplcureanism in
Asia Minor is given by lLucian, & writer of the second cen-
tury after Christ and in a distant part of the world. ie

tells of the activities of Alexander the false prophet, who

19. De Finibus, II.49. -

20. Georme Hadzseits, Lucretius and His Influenas, Long :
mane, Green, and Co., New York, 1935, p.195.

21. Pauly-Wissowa, B.V.

22. Athe%aeus VII:281- 'I_'h,e Origi%a;l. %f ri‘:l:’norl'g?istat:.’ement 14
reads: vk PV SUVEWV , VOV dEYETL BUVEGSRL  wey y Wpn .f
SE P 'C\;n &P-ixpgv TmaoéédL_ .Pcf. Athenaeus 427E for a more
comp ete)description of the godless actlons of Dionysius of
Heracleia.
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issued "a promulgation designed to scare them [ﬁia enamieé],
saying that Pontus was full of athelsts [tnat is, the Epl-
curaans] and Christiane who had the hardihood to utter the
vilest sbuse of himQ“23 Epidureana in genefal were the
avowed enemies of superstihioﬁ.and priegtly dacebtion.
suspicious of all secrei worship éhd myetefies. This po=-
sition made them alllies with the Christians agalﬁat Alex-
-ander, whose fame was spreading far and‘widerthrougnbut
Paphlagonia. His decelts and tricks were exposed to pil-
grims making theilr way to his oracle at Abonuﬁichos by the
Eploureans who, according to Luclan, were numérogs_in the
provinoces bordering the Euxine. Alexander appealed to the
fanaticlém‘of the province to destroj his opponents. ";f
any athelst, Christlen or Epicuraan, haé come tq 8py the
sacred rites, let him depart.“24 And as the herald called
"Away with the Christiang", the people responded, "away with
the.Epicureans."ga Of all the opponents of Alexander, he
"hated Amaatris‘mostlof‘éil‘tne citles in Pontus because he
knew that the.followers.df.hepidua and others like them
were numsrous in the_oity.“aé
Epicurean influence was felt also in Tarsus, the oity
of St. Paul's birth and education. 4&n FEplcurean philoso-

pher named Lysias came to be tyrant of Tarsus. "Refusing

23. Luclan, Alexander the False Prophet, 25.
24, Log.cit.
25. Loe.m-
26. Log.cit.

b

|
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to give up hla offlice he made himself tyrant of the city.
He then distrlbuted the goods of the rich among the poor,
murdering many who did not offer them of their own ac-
sord."?" hree centuries later, during the reign of Alex-
ander Balas, thlis same city produced the famous Eplcurean
wrlter, Diogenee. Tarsus must have been a center of Epi-
cureanism over a long period of time.

In the second century B.C., we learn from one of the
Herculanean rolls of the vogue of Zplcureanlsm 1ln the great

city of Antioch.28

Antiochus Epiphanes (175-164 B.C.), the
God manifest, wae converted to Eplcureanism through one
Philonides, who not only sojourned in favor at this court,
lived in & building across from the palace, but also main-
talned this position during the reign of his successor,
Demetrius Soter (162-150 B.C.), the Savior.ag

Syria produced a number of outstanding Eplcureans, &
testimony again to the spread of the teachings of “"the Gar-
den". Luclan, the satirist, has been mentioned. He halled
from the inland Syrian town of Samosata, and shows both in-
timate knowledge of Epicureanism and also great sympathy with
it. Mithras, the steward of Lysimachus, king of Thrace, was
an Epicurean from Syria. Suetonius informs us that a pro-

fessor of Greek, Pompilius Andronicus, who mugt have been a

27. Athenaeus V.215.
28. Norman W. gangt. "some Less Familiar Aspects of Epl-

oureanism®, The Classicsl Journal, Hay, 1949.
29. lLoc.cit.

R L T T I P T T e
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oonﬁemporary with Lucretlus, was by birth a Syrian. He
spoliled his chances as a teacher of literature by his de-
votion to Epicureanism. It was supposed that hls creed
would make him indolent in his teaching and less able to
maintain discipline; and so the poor man saw himself dis-
tanced in the competition by 1nferilor men.30

Traces of Cploureanlism are found in Palestine and
neighboring territories. Zeno, a leader of "“the Garden"
at Athens, came from Sidon.ot Philodemus, the outstanding
Epicurean in Rome in the days of Cicero, came from Gadara,
a city on the outskirts of the Anti-Libanus. It is natural
to believe that the doctrines of Epicurus were common know-
ledge to the inhabitants of the cities of the Decapolis.
These were a federation of cities marked by Hellenlstic or-
ganization and culture. Pliny lists the following ciltles
belonging to the Decapolis: Damascus, Philadelphia, Raphana,
Seythopolis, Gadera, Hippos, Dion, Pella, Gerasa, and Can-

2
atha. Ptolemy, a second century writer, names eighteen.3

30. De CGrammaticis 8.

31. Cicero, De Natura Deorum, I.59.

32. If Jesus worked with his father as a carpenter from
boyhood until the beginning of hls public ministry, he no
doubt, labored in the vicinity of Nazareth, his home city.
It was the custom of his day, as it 1s to this day, for la-
bor orews to band together and travel from city to eity in
carrying out their work. These bands of workmen must zp-
erate within walking distance of thelr home base, as U 3{
had families to look after and support. ¥Within a comioi 3
table walking distance of Nazareth are four of the orig ga
cities of the Decapolis: Scythopolis, Gadara, Hippos, an
Pella. It is very likely, then, that Jesus encountered the
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Mesopotamlia knew of Epilcureanism already in the
gecond century B.C. Seleucla, 1h Hesopotamia, was the
home of Diogenes, the Epicufean in the court of Alexandsr
Balas, the successor of Demetrlius ESoter.

The appeal of Eplcurean doctrine reached Egypt glao.
Colotes, who published a little book entitled, That Accor-

ding to the Opinions of the Other Fhilosophers One Cannot

as Much as lLive, and dedicated 1t to King Ptolemy, was an

Eplourean.33 According to Dldgenéa Laertius there was also
a second Ptolemy mentioned as an adherent to this group.34
In condemning their teachinge, Dionyeius, Eishop of Alex-
andrla (%-265 A.D.), gave mute testimony to their extent.
Record of persecution 1s also evidence of the wide and
rapid dissemination of Epicureanism.35 Suidas mentlons two
examples: Lyttos and ifessene.  According to him some Epl-
cureans moved to the town of Lyttos, or Lyctos, in Crate.
A decree at once demanded the expulelon "of those who had
invented a womanish and ignoble and disgraceful philosophy,

and who were enemies of the gods."36 If they returned, &

worse fate awaited them. Since Lyttos was destroyed around

Epicurean philosophy on his visite to these various cltles
whille working as a carpenter, and that He was well acguaint-
ed with their doctrine. Norman W. DeWitt, author of "Some
Less Familiar Aspects of Epicureanism", fhe Classical Jour-
nal, May, 1949, holds to this view, an observation which
8eeme very tenable.

33. Plutarch, Against Colotes, 1.

34. Diogenes Laertius, Op.8lt.,X.25. 2

35. Norman W. DeWitt, "Some Less Familiar AspectBecsas

36. Suidas, under Lyttos.
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200 B.C., thls persecution must have taken place sometime
in the third century B.C. 8Simllarly the people of iessene
thrust out the Eplcureasns as defllers of the temples and as

a disgrace to phllosophy through their athelsm and indif-

ference.37

In the last half of the second century B.C., the new
creed swung westward. The earllest expositor of Eplcurean-

ism in Latin was one Amafinius, who published much liter-

38

ature of the sect. Of him Cicero says:

To £111 the gap their [the refined philosophers)
eillence left came the volce of C. Amafinius, and by
the publication of his works the crowd had its inter-
est stirred, and flocked to the teaching he advocated
in preference to any other, whether because it was 80
easy to grasp, or because of the seductive allurements
of pleasure, or possibly also because, in the absence
of any better teaching, they clung to what there was.
After Amafinius again there came a number of imltators
of the same system and by their writings took all
Italy by storm.>?

After Amafinius a host of writers sprang up 1in the
West. Through their efforte Eplcureaniem spread through-=
out Italy and beyond. Gaius Catlius, an adherent to this
creed, was an Insubrian Gaul. Furthermore, Epicureanism
seems to have thrived in Caeear's camp in Gaul, from winich
8ilte the young Trebatius announced his conversion to Epl-

cureanism in 53 A.D.ho

37. Suidas. under lfessene. The date of this incldent is
conjectural bﬁt nas been placed around the middle of the
second century B.C. '

38. Cicero, Acad.Post.,l.5; 22&2!21§2°'1V'6’ 1I.7; De
Pinibus  ITT. 40 0

39. Tusc. Disp., IV.6.

40. Clcero, Fam., VII.12.1.
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It is impossible to say when Epicureanism reached Rome.
It was known there in the dayh of Ennius;41 About the mid-
dle, of the second century an obscure statement tells us
that two Epicureans, Alcius and Phiilﬁcus, were expelled
from Rome on the ground of immoral influénoe on the
young.42 i1t is certain that about that time "“the Roman
government mede some ineffectual attempts to check the cor-
ruption of menners and the decline of falith, which accom-
panied the conquest of the transmarine provinces. The de-
ocree against the Bacchanalia in 186 B.C. and the general
order given to the executive in 161 B.C. to keep a sharp eye
on philosophers and rhetoriclans, betray uneasiness in the
governing circles at Rome.“43 Cicero makes several commentse
on their numbers and activity 1in Rome-44 This philosophy of
"plezsure® was undoubtedly winning converts steadily.

In the vicinity of Naples, there was the Eplcurean gar-
den school of Siro, as well as of Siro's famous friend,
Philodemus. At the clty of Tarentum Polyarchus, an envoy
sent by Dionysius the Younger, addressed the men of that
city on Epicureanism as. follows:

fo me at least, gentlemen, it has often before

41. Cf. Cicero, De Div., 1.58.132; II.50.104; De Natura
Deorum, 111.32.79: of. prologue to Plautus', Mercator.
2. Athenasus, XII.68.
43, William Wallace, op.cit., p.250. .
44, pe Finibus, I.7.25; 11.15.49; Tusc. Di8Q-, I1.3.T3
Pro Caelio, 17.41.
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this appeared plain, as I considered the question,
that the whole syastem which sets up these virtues

is quite absurd, and far removed from nature's in-
tent. For when nature speaks in her own volce, she
blds us follow our pleasures, and declares that

this is the right course for a man of sense, but to
resist them, to subjugate the appetites, 18 the

mark of one who 1is nelther prudent nor happy nor 45
comprehends the composite character of human nature.

At the time of St. Paul this self-extending gospel of
the tranquil life had spread to most parts of the Graeco-
Roman world. Wherever Paul went to preach the Gospel of
Christ he must have found himself facing audiences "liber-

w46 DeWitt

ally interspersed with burgeols Eplcureans.
notes: "iIn all my reading 1 have never encountered anywhere
the claim that Platonlists or Peripatetics or even Stolcs
were numerous but in every century mey be found evidence
that Epicuresans were prominent.“47

Epicureanism wes a wide-spread bellef and one which
must have been seriously taken into consideration by Paul.
One dare not overlook this powerful group when studylng New
Testament history, nor dare one merely look upon the Epl-
cureans as a weak sister philosophy to the Stoics. These
followers of Eplcurus faced Paul wherever he went, and taught
doctrines, some of which insldiously paralleled Christianity
and others again which biltterly opposed Christ’'s basic

teachings. For these-reasona Eplcureanism was a major enemy

against which Paﬁl and.the early Church had to contend.

45. Athenaous, XII.544-545.
46. Norman W. DewWitt, "Some Less Familiar Aspects ofee."e

47. Loc.cit.
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C. Adherents
A philosophy of the millions
A phllosophy for beggar and king

The past pages have shown that Eplcureanism spread
throughout the Graeco-Roman world. Thie must have been a
philosophy of the millions.

In the generation after Epicurus, the Stolc Chrysip-
pus "devoted his 1life to demolishing the Eplcurean doctrine
and even went so far as to have his statue erected in the
Ceramelcus so postured, as he thought, as to be a refutation

of that creed.“48

The new doctrine was exploited by lMen-
ander and ridiculed by other comedians. Already in the
days of Arcesilaus, who was a later contemporary of Eplcur-
us, men asked why there were so many deserters to Eplcur-
eanism from other schools, while no Epicurean ever became a
renegade. To this Arcesilaus sarcastically replied: "“A man
may become a eunuch, but a eunuch can never become a man "4
These evidences point to the immense popularity of the Gar-
den philosophy in Athens in the later lifetime of Epicurus
and the years immediately rollow1n5.5°
Another interesting statement as to the number of ad-
herents of Epicureanism appaars'ln Diogenes lLaertius:

For our philosopher has abundance of witnesses
to attest his unsurpassed goodwill to all men=--his

48. Norman W. Dewitt, "Some Less Familiar Aspecte...".

49. Diogenes Laertius, op.clt., IV.6.43.
50. Norgan We Dewitt.'“ggme Tess Familiar Aspects...”.

i i e




25

native land, vwhich honored him with statues in
bronze; his friends, so many 1n number that they
could hardly be counted by whole citles, and indeed
all who knew him, held fast as they were by the
giren-charms of his doctrine....ol
DeWitt takes this to mean that "while whole cities could
be described as fpicurean in failth, this suvatement fell
short of the truth, because rural districts also had been

permeated by that ereed."22

Dlogenes Laertius further men-
tions that “"while nearly all the others [sohools| have died
out, the school 1itself continues forever wlthout interruption
through numberless reigns of one scholarch after another.“53

Various phrases in the writings of Cicero lndlcate that
the Epicureans were numerous.s4 Other information wnich
sheds light on this creed of the millions 1is suppllied by
Plutarch and indirectly by Tertullian. Plutarch, in ad-
dition to incidental references scattered through his writ-
inge, has devoted two of his essays to a keen criticism of
the Epicurean views, in the course of which he refers to

many points in the history of the sect to show that material

51. Diogenes Laertius, op.cit., X.9. ;

52. Norman W. DeWitt, "Some Lese F;miélar AspectE...’.

53. Diogenes Laertius, op.cit., X.9-10.

54 . "Aggin. as to the dﬁgstlon ofteq asked, why so many
are Epicureans..." (De Finibus, 1.7); "...let us pass in
review the system of Eplourus, which to most men is the best
known to any" (Ibid., 1.5); "But, you tﬂll me, Epicurus hl?i
self had many friends" (Ibid., 11.25); "Such 2 provision 1
became one whose ' intellect roamed' over unnumbered worlds
and realms of infinite space, without shores or oircum- s
ference” (Ibid., 1I.31). In the speech Pro Caello, dated 5
B.C., Cloero informs us that at that time no phllosophy ex
cept "voluptas cum dignitate" was then being taught in Rome

(Pro Caelio, 41).
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on that topic was In hls time abundant .2 Tertullian, in-
veighing against the pagan philosophlies of his day asks the
. following questions: What indeed has Athense to do with Jeru-
salem? What concord is there between the Academy and the
Church? What between heretlcs and Chrletlans?ss Tertullian
could well be referring also to the Epicureans, for thnis
creed was a powerful enémy of the Church in hls day.

In asking "Why so many followers?" one necessarily in-
quires into the type of peoplé to whom this creed appealed.

Platonism as a creed was always aristocratic and in
favor in the royal courts. Cicero wrote: "I prefer to agree
with Plato and be wrong than to agree with those Epicureans
and be right." Stoiciem, which steadlly extolled virtue,
logic, 2nd divine providence, was no less acceptable to
hypocrites than to saints. The Stoics advocated a philoso-
phy which became popular with the upper classes and which
Horace consequently calls a "silken-cushion" phllosophy.
Epicureanism, on the contrary, offered no bait to the silk-
cushion trade,57 for this was not a oreed for the socially
and politically ambitious. It eschewed all soclial dis-
tinction, appealing thereby to a wider public then did Plato
or Aristotle. Hpicurus "spoke to the man and not merely to

the oitizen, to the common man and not merely to the rea-

gg. Williem Wallace, 9_2.9_1_1,3_--113;75;“1)“!, 7
. Tertullian, Against Heresiss, 2 2947 =
57. Norman %. ﬁeWItt. Eplcurus: Philosophy for the iil

lions", The Classical Journal, January, 1947, pp.196-197.
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aon.“58

The advice of Epicurus was to have only so much
regard for public oplinion as to avoid unfriendly criticism
for elther sordldness or luxury.

In the place of the old natlionalism in Greek life,
cosmopolitanism found expression with Epicurus. He dis-
regarded differences of natlonallity, sex, and social sta-
tus. Irrespectlive of country or government, he introduced
a new design for living which was applicable everywhere.
"He had emancipated himself from the obsessions of his
race, political separatism, and the exclusive falth in
political action. The whole world was a single parish.“sg

The immediate and intimate friends of Eplcurus demon=-
strate the cosmopolitan appeal of his philosophy. IHermar=
chug of Witylene, second president of the school, was the

60

eon of a poor man. Polyaenus was a notable mathematic-

1an.61

Idomeneus, to whom Epicurus wrote a letter, was a
minister of state who exercised a rigorous authority and
had important affairs in hand. Apollodorus was a conspicu-
ous exponent of this creed in Athens, while Zeno of Sidon,
a pupil of Apollodorus, appears as the nexi distinguished

62
leader. Another unnamed follower was a drill-sergeant.

58. Willlam Wallace, op.cit., P-16. 3
59. Norman W. DeWiti. Eplcurus: Philosophy for the...",
s 298- 1t., X254
O' 1 8 OR.C ey e .
61. 513%222§ éiiiﬁiﬁa’a"ﬁazsad mathematician. "At this
point Boethius the mathematlclan entered into.the conver-
sation. You know that.the man 1s already cgaqging his 62)
allegiance in the direction of Epicureanism'(¥oralls, 39 .

62. Diogenes Laertius, 0p.cite., X.26.




