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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
The Need for the Investigation

Only recently attention has begun to focus on the problem of the
German Lutheran immigrant in relation to the American frontier and the
need for further study in this area.l This essay represents a small
step further in this direction. The writer intends to examine one
particular phase of one immigrant group's experience which centered

largely on or near the frontier. The group is Die deutsche evangelisch-

lutherischen Synode von Missouri, Chio und andern Staaten, founded in

1847 and today known as The Lutheran Church—-Missouri Synod. The par—
ticular phase of this group's frontier expericnce under investigation
is the matter of the various forms of itinerant ministries which the
Synod adopted in response to its frontier challenge. That challenge
was to meet the often desperate spiritual needs of thousands of for-
saken Lutheran immigrants who lived scattered over whole states and
territories of midwestern forest and plains out of touch with the church
and the ministrations of regular, resident clergy.

More precisely this study is concerned with the effect the pressure
t0 meet this need had on the traditional forms of ministry prevalent
among Lutherans and the doctrinal ramifications and implications of

forms adopted to meet these needs. In a general way, the problem of

Icar1 s. Meyer, "Lutheran Inmigrant Churches Face the Problems
of the Frontier," Church History, XXIX (December 1960), LhOff,
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the ibtinerant ministries employed by the Missouri Synod may be expressed
as a tension between stability on the one hand and mobility, or perhaps
flexibility and adaptability, on the other. The stability was the tra-
ditional doctrine and church practice the German Lutheran immigrants
had inherited and brought with them from the old country. The mobility
wvas that required to adapt or accommodate the traditional forms to the
nev enviromment and a new set of circumstances. On the side of stabil-
ity there was the centuries old tradition incorporated in the German

Kirchenordnungen and vhat was understood by the German Parochialwesen.

On the side of mobility was the widely scatiered distribution of Luther-
an immigrants across the Irontier and not enougl; men nor the means to
locate them and gather them into parishes of convenient and practical
slzes, Again on the side of stability was the traditional concept of
the ministry, which, especially for the Missouri Synod, stressed the
derivation of the functions and authority of the office of the ministry
from the congregzation or the priesthood of all believers, On the side
of flexibility was the need for a form of ministry which could reach and
minister to groups vhere a congregation did not yet exist and could
hardly be maintained. Ifurther on the side of stability was the stress
placed, particularly in the Missourl Synod, on what has been called
congregational sovereignty or autonomy. On the side of adaptability

in this particular issue was the limited effectiveness of a single local
céngregation to reach thousands of scattered people far beyocnd its
boundaries and thus the need for a collective organization to carry on
such work.

The history of home mission work in the Missourdi Synod has been
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the subject of various studies, particularly in the general histories
of the Synod itself.2 One of the earliest studies devoted to the sub=-
Ject of home missions particularly, and in fact to many of the same
problems under investigation in this study, was a section of Theodor
Binger's essay at the 1901 convention of the Iowa District.3 In more
recent times several studies have been made which touch briefly on the
matters of interest for this in.vestigation.h Other than this, as far
as the present writer is aware, no exaustive research has been done
in the particular area of concern for this investigation.

The study got under way, it might be noted, largely because of
the writer's desire initially to inquire into the historical theo-

logical background of the doctrine of the ministry and the ecclesiol-

2E.g., Christian Hochstetter, Die Geschichte der Evangelisch-
lutherischen Missouri-Synode in Nord Amerika, und ihrer Lehrk#mofe
von der sHchsischen Auswanderung im Jahre 1838 an bis zum Jahre 1884
[Dresden: Verlag von Heinrich J. Naumann, 1005), €sp. pps 91-119,
W, H, T, Dau, editor, Ebenezer: Reviews of the Work of the Missouri
Synod during Three Quarters of a Century (Augmented edition; St
Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 19225, esn. pp. 103, 108, 173-208,
332-391. Walter A. Baepler, A Century of Grace: A History of the
Missouri Synod, 18L7-19L47 (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House,
19L7), esp. ppe 102, 107=-116, 168f.

3Theo. Blinger, "Die Anfinge der Mission," part III of "Etliche
Z{ige aus der Geschichte der Missouri-Synode," Sechzehnter Synodal-
Bericht des Iowa-Districts der Deutschen evang.-lutherischen Synode
von Missouri, Ohio und anderen Staaten, versammelt zu Lowden, Cedar
Co., lowa, vom 21, bis 2{. August 190L (St. Louis: Concordia Pub-
Tishing House, 1901), éﬁ: 73-93, Hereafter all such official Pro-
ceedings of conventions are cited in the following abbreviated form:
Missouri Synod, Iowa District, Proceedings, 1901, pp. 73-93.

hMbyer, op. cit., esp. pp. LU6Ef. Also August R. Suelflow,
"Historic Patterns of Lutheran Settlement and Outreach," The Lutheran
Parish in an Urbanized America with Special Reference to the Missouri
Synod, ed. by Ross P, Scherer, Fifteenth Yearbook of the Lutheran
Sducation Association (River Forest, I1l.: L. E. A., 1958), esp. pp.
29ff. ' !
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ogy of the Missouri Synod. This has remained a matter of interest
throughout, though more and more as time went on and the research
continued, the problem in its broader ramifications was taken into
consideration. Thus as the study stands at present, the doctrinal
issues attending the concept of the ministry are only one portion of
the larger over-all problem of the itinerant ministries.

A word should also be said about the period of time covered by
the study. Initial intentions were tentatively to survey the whole
period in which itinerant ministries were employed, including the
later years extending into the early twentieth century when the

Reiseprediger were actually alt the peak of their usefulness and activ—-

ity. Indeed, some research of the official publications of Synod in
the later period was conducted, particularly in the official Proceed-

ings of conventions. But ultimately it was felt that even setting a

terminus ad quem rather arbitrarily at say 1890 would make the subject
so broad that there would be little hope of doing justice to the entire
period. This would be especially true of the gemeral expansion into

new regions and the greatly multiplied number of Reiseprediger and

part time itinerants from about 1870 on., What is more, the little
study that was made of the later period led the student to the conclu-
sion that the most significant developments, in doctrine as well as

in establishing the practice, had taken place by approximately 1865.
On the basis of the literature studied after 1865 there seems to have
been little in the way of new developments or significant shifts in

thinking about the role and raison d'€tre of the Reiseprediger. The

year 1865, as will be demonstrated, is significant for the settlement
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of the doctrinal issues and for the revival of the officially zppointed
offices An attempt has been made, however, in one chapter to note some
of the results of the earliest itinerant ministries in terms of later
developments,.
This then is the process out of which the present study evolved,
"The Development of the Itinerant Ministries in The Lutheran Church-—-—

Missouri Synod, 18L47-1865,."
Organization

For the most part the material in this study is arranged chrono-
logically, as far as it was possible to follow this order. The two
chapters following the present introductory chapter are also of a some=-
what introductory nature. Chapter II discusses the problems which
gave rise to itinerant ministries, viz., the scattered distribution
of the Lutheran settlers on the frontier and the supply of pastors in
relation to the nceds. Also discussed in this connection are a few of
the solutions which may have been proposed for these problems together
with their advantages and shortcomings. Chapter III takes up the
question of whether the Missouri Synod in establishing its itinerant
ministries was guided by any precedents or patterns borrowed from others.
The three main classifications studied are (1) non-Lutheran denominations
such as the Methodists; (2) other, earlier Lutheran bodies in America;
and (3) the European mission societies.

Chapters IV through VII comprise the main historical development
from 1847 to 1865. Chapter IV treats the office of Besucher, the itin-
erant appointed at the first convention of the Missouri Synod in 1847.
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The position proved difficult to fill in precisely the way its founders
had planned and by 1850, largely as a result of its apparent doctrinal
implications, it seems, it was abandoned. The next chapter takes up
what might be regarded as a successor to the Besucher, namely, the
colporteur. The first man to actually f£ill the office was authorized
in 1852, It was employed with some amount of success by the Missouri
Symod for a number of years thereafter and later also by the districts.
An official colporteur, for example, was still being authorized by the
Viestern District in 1865. Chapter VI discusses the revival of inﬁerest
in the itinerant ministry again as an official instrument of the Synod
in the latter half of the 1850's. Highlights of this revival were a
significant essay by August Selle in which he proposed what he referred
to as an Evangelist, and the establishment in 1860 of a fund, adminis-
tered by Dr. Wilhelm Sihler of Fort Wayne, to support those who did the
work of itinerants. Chapter VII takes up the developments from aboub
1860, or shortly before, to 1865. These were mostly of a practical
nature, the result being the expansion of the church into many new
areas. Few itinerants, other than men who were asked to explore desig-
nated areas on a temporary basis, were official appointees of Synod or
the districts during this period. Yet it will be shown that there were
quite a few who were functioning as itinerants, usually as a result of
local and private initiative., Events of this period were, however,
tending in the direction of official action to recognize and authorize
itinerant ministers.

Chapter VIIT takes up an important step in this development, the

settlement or final resolution of the doctrinal and theoretical issues

IE—— R



e

i
which the itineracy raised for the church's traditional doctrine and

concept of church and ministry. Two important documents, one dating

from 1863 and the other from 1865 are examined in particular detail.
Chapter IX is an attempt by means of several highlights to show some
of the results and consequences of what had been accomplished by

1865 in terms of later developments. A summary and conclusions are

found in Chapter X.

Terminology

A few terms, some of which have already occurred above, need ex-

planation. One of these is "home," or "domestic" missions. The

German for this is usually innere Mission, though occasionally it is

einheimische Mission.s Confusion can result from the fact that the

German innere Mission can sometimes refer to what might be more precise-

1y translated in English as "inner missions." For innere Mission was

used in this sense to refer to such philanthropic and eleemosynary
enterprises as Wichern's Rauhe Haus in Hamburg and other such German
societies. It was even used in this sense by the Missouri Synod's
Eastern District in the first few years of its e:r.i.s:i'.ence.6 Ordinarily,

however, innere Mission is best translated home missions, and as such

5E.z., "The Missionary," Der Lutheraner, IV (8 February 18L48), 95,
col. 2 (ge::ond edition). Tt,le official German title of the Gener§1 ?y'nod's
Home Missionary Society, founded in 1845, was Die einheimische Missions-
Gesellschaft; see e.g., General Symod, (German) Proceedings, 1853, P, 86.

6185 ssouri Synod, Eastern District, Proceedoggs, 1855, pp. 17-203
jdem, Proceedings, 1556, pPp. 5, 21-26; idem, ceedings, 1859, ppe 2Lf.

- e 2 e
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stands in contrast to Hussere Mission or Heidenmission.'

A similar opportunity for confusion lies in the use of the terms

for the men who worked in these respective areas, The German Missionar,

for example, has historically been reserved in the Missouri Synod for

those who served in the area of Zussere Mission or Heidenmission. Thus

the men who worked among the Indians in Michigan and later in Minnesota
were Missionre. The Missouri Synod, until rather late at least, used
other terms for its home missionaries.8 Other German background synods

appear to have used the terms Missionsprediger and Missionar synony-

mously for what they meant by home missionaries.,? By at least 188l the

the word Missionsprediger also designated a home missionary in the

Missouri Synod. It was so used, for example, in the statistical report

prepared by Friedrich J. Sievers for the 188l synodical convention.

Tsee J. F. Kstering, "Geschichtlicher Verlauf der Mission," Der
Lutheraner, XIX (21 January 1863), 83, col. 3. Also C. V. Sheatsley,
History of the Evangelical Lutheran Joint Synod of Ohio and Other States,
from the Larliest be§innings to 1919 (Columbus, Ohic: Lutheran Book
Concern, 1919), pp. 13{f., for a discussion of the English terminologye.
In the Missouri Synod Heidenmission always included missions to the
American Indian.

8\‘ihen Besucher Carl Fricke was asked to go out again in 1848 it
was to be more "im Character eines Missionirs"; see below, p. 6h. But
this was precisely what led to doctrinal complications. Another possi-
ble exception is the fact that the headings to the articles on Friedrich
Lochner's exploratory travel through Iowa in 1848 qualify the title
Besucher by adding in parentheses: einheimischen Missionars. Der
Tutheraner, V (6 February 18L9), 93, col. 3; ibid., V (20 Februa 18L9),
700, col. 23 ibid., V (20 March 18L9), 116, col. 3 (second edition). This
usage seems to be fairly unique, however.

9E.g., the Indianapolis Synod at its 1850 convention; "Auszug aus
den Verhandlungen der flinften jihrlichen Sitzung der evang.=lutherischen
Synode von Indianapolis," Der Lutheraner, VII (29 October 1850), 38.
Such men, of course, were by no means always itinerants. They were
usually men who received official support, however, whether resident or
itinerante.
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Sievers used the term as roughly synonymous with Reiseprediger,iO

This leads to a discussion of the terms specifically applied to
itinerant missionaries or pastors., The first itinerant in the Missouri
Synod was referred to as a Besucher., The term was employed in the
description of his office in Synod's first Constitution.tt This may
have been its source as a ltechnical term. It described a function, the
duty laid upon a particular person to visit a particular place or

places (einen Ort Zu besuchen).12 As such a descriptive term it also

implied the real objective of the office. For the Besucher was not

so much sent out to do the actual work of a public minister as he was
to locate people who might be served, to explore new areas, and to sur-
vey the pogsibilities for organizing congregations and providing resi-
dent pastors.13 The term Besucher was rather exclusively applied to
the men who were appointed between 1847 and 18h9.1h ¥hen some ten
years later attempts were made to revive some sort of an itinerant

ministry, the term Besucher was no longer used, except to refer back

103 ssouri Synod, Proceedings, 188L, pp. 66f. Sievers listed all
"\jssions- oder Reiseprediger.

Ugee below, Chapter IV, ps 56.

]ZCf. "Auszug aus den Verhandlungen der . . « Synode von Indiana-
polis," op. cit., p. 39, col. 1.

13Aug. R, Suelflow has described the earliest itinerant of the
Missouri Synod as principally a surveyor. Suelflow, op. cit., p. 30.

1hThe closest thing to an exception in this regard is that the
notice that the first Besucher, Carl Fricke, had accepted a regular
call to a congregation referred to him as Besucher and qualified this
with Reiseprediger in parenthesis, Der Lutheraner, IV (11 Janvary
18L8), 77, col. L (second edition). ~1In general, however, the term
Reisenrediger seems to have been withheld from these Besucher.
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to the previous expcrience.15 The former term may have teen deliberately
avoided because the institution it described had not been a particularly
successful one.

The term colporteur may be found in any standard English dictionary
and need not be discussed at length here. The colporteur was a travel-
ing distributer and merchant of religious literature. Ordinarily he ,\'\
was a layman, which was the chief advantage of the position when
trained clergymen were at a premium. On occasion, however, regular
clergymen could and did assume the work of colportage also.

Another term which had a short-lived existence in Missouri Synod \//
parlance was one which was introduced apparently at the 1856 convention
of the Western District and used by August Selle in his 1857 essay at
the general synodical convention. This was Evangelist. There may be
sane evidence that it was drawn from the use of a similar term for an
office in the New Testament. Since the measures August Selle proposed
in 1857 were not adopted as such, the term soon became extinct. But
one thing is interesting about this term as well as the earlier term,
Besucher, and that is that they both seem to have been deliberately
chosen so as to avoid the use of the more common term, Reiseprediger.
This suggests that there may have been something about the latter
term, perhaps its association with Methodism and the circuit rider,
which warranted its deliberate avoidance. This was the period, as
will be brought out in Chapter III, of maximum conflict with Metho-

dists and sectarians who employed such irregular forms of ministries.

155ee below, Ch. IV, p. 6k, and Ch. VI, pp. 10LST,
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Thus it may have veen that the Reiseprediger for the men of the Missouri
Synod signified the circuit rider and substitute terms were found in

the early years to avoid any association with the evils of the Metho-

dist systen.

By about 1860, however, and in some cases even prior to this

time, such reticence about using the term Reiseprediger no longer

existed. And from this time on, particularly from the appointment of

C, F, Liebe in 1865, Reiseprediger became the common designation for

an itinerant. This shift in terminology will become clearer in the

main presentation,

The definition of Reiseprediger or of vhat constituted a Reise-

prediger was somewhat ambiguous. A Reiseprediger could be an official

appointee, supported almost entirely by the Synod or a district. Or
he could be a pastor acting mainly on local initiative, receiving only

partial support from Synod or none at all. The Reiseprediger could be

a full itinerant, that is, with no congregation of his own. Or he
could be the pastor of a small group, with a regular call from this
group, but also at the same time making a circuit oif' any number of
other small, outlying commmnities. He could 21co be the pastor of a

main congregation (Muttergemeinde), who also served one or more

daughter congregations (Filialgemeinden). Asked to prepare a report on

the number of Missions- oder Reiseprediger in 188lL, Pastor Friedrich J,

Sievers rather arbitrarily defined such a person as one who served at
least four or more places. According to this definition the Central
District had two Missionsprediger and even the Eastern District had

one. Neturally, these figures were greatly exceeded by the more
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western sta’c.es.l6 Sievers' report indicated not only that the definition

of a Reiseprediger was unclear, but also that by this time the distinc-

tion between Helseprediger and home missionary or missionary-at-large

was not altogether clear,

It might be noted that there was perhaps one other term, though
it was somewhat of a colloquialism. Sometimes the sturdy frontier
preacher was more or less affectionately referred to as Der Busch-
Erediger.17

This still does not solve the problem of how to translate and
preserve these distinctions in English. For the purposes of this study
a relatively simple policy has been adopted for the most part. This is
simply to use the original Cerman term in most cases and not attempt to
translate ite To call the Besucher a visitor would be misleading, and
something like visiting pastor or visiting missionary would get rather
clumsy and still very likely not preserve the real distinction. Evange-
list might have been given its English equivalent but this too could be

confusing. The same problem exists for Reiseprediger. This could no

doubt be rendered home missionary or even missionary-at-large, though
the latter might be somewhat anachronous in view of its more recent
usage. But to translate one term and not others would involve one in
inconsistencies, Therefore, the use of the originals has been followed

throughout wherever precision was necessary, 18

16M3 ssouri Synod, Proceedings, 188k, pp. 66f. Cf. above, pp. 8f.;
below, Ch. IX, pp. 186fo’ abla 1.

17E.g., Der Lutheraner, XIX (1 May 1863), 142, col. 2. This could
also, hcwever, be a somewhat derogatory term.

18) gomewhat related term might be mentioned, though it has little
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Limitations

A number of limitations both as to basic research and in subject
matter must be mentioned in connection with this study. The investi-
gation was limited to an extenl in the scope of resources consulted.
The basic scurces used were the official publications of The Lutheran
Church—liissouri Synod. A comparatively exhaustive study was made of
all synodical convention Proceedings from 1847 to 1896, and of all dis-
trict Proceedings from the inception of the first four in 1855 to aboub
1880. Perhaps next to these in importance was the Missouri Syncd's

official publication for popular consumption, Uer Lutheraner, which

actually was first published by the Rev, C. F. W, Walther in 18hLkL,
three years before Synod was organized. An exhaustive study was also

made of Der Lutheraner, but only from 18l %o about 1870. In addition

to this Synod's official theological journal, Lehre und Vehre, was

rather thoroughly combed from its beginning in 1855 to about 1872 for
any possible references to the doctrinal issues associated with the
itineracy. Research aidsl? and indexes » plus spot checking, were em=—

ployed for both Der Lutheraner and Lehre und Vehre for the later period.

bearing on the present subject. There is evidence thai consideration
was at least given on several occasicns to the creation of an office

of Reiselehrer. The idea secems to have been that the same man would
teach in perhaps three different places over the course of a single
year, spending around sixteen weeks at each place before moving on to
the next. There may have been a terminological resemblance to the
Reisepredigeramb, but hardly much more. See Missouri Synod, California-
Oregon District, Proceedings, 1892, p. L2; Misscuri Synod, Scuthern
District, Proceedings, 1901, p. 82.

19E.g., Ernest Eckhardt, Homiletisches Reallexikon nebst Index
Rerum (St. Louis: Success Printing Co., 1507-1917), passim.
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It might also be mentioned in this connection that for the study of
the doctrinal aspects of the subject the student had the benefit of
two class term papers prepared in courses taken during the winter
quarter, 1962-1963, at Concordia Seminary.Z0

Limitations in resources consisted mainly of the lack of unpub-
lished sources consulted, though there may have been some which would
have been enlightening, The other majior limitation was that so much
material was found in the primary published sources that very little
study could be made of secondary sources, This might have been
valuable, if for no other reason than that it would have afforded an
opportunity for the student to have checked his own findings and the
reliability of some of the secondary sources., Vhat secondary sources
were consulted were mainly general histories of the Synod and certain
districts and whatever ones were needed to fill in gaps in understand-
ing. These are found listed in the selected bibliography. The second-
ary sources were found useful for corroboration, supplementation and
background information when they were consulted.

The study was also limited somewhat in scope and extent of sub-
ject matter. Primary concern was not given to a detailed study of
biography, the particular exploits and accomplishments of the men who
served as itinerants, or of everything that contributed to the home

mission expansion of the Missouri Synod during the period. This was

20Kar1 Wyneken, "Selected Aspects of C. F. W, Walther's Doctrine
of the Ministry," mimeographed class report, Concordia Seminary, 1963;
and "Later Developments in the Missouri Synod Doctrine of the Ministry,
1870-1900," mimeographed term paper, Concordia Seminary, 1963, Both
documents have become the property of the Committee on Church and
Ministry of The Iutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
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particularly true of the survey study which was made of the period
following the immediate period of concern. In fact, such detail would
probably be prohibited in any paper of the dimensions of the present
one,

The main area of interest was the earlier phase of home mission
expansion and this mainly limited to what might then be considered to
have been the frontier. This gave the background into which the most
immediate problem was placed——that of the itinerant ministry. Thus
home mission work under the particular facet of itinerant ministries
would be another way of stating the subject of this essay. Missions
to other racial groups and to the American Indians were not investi-
gated, except insofar as they may have had a bearing on the frontier
aspect of home mission work. Within the narrower limits of the subject
of itinerant ministries particular attention was given to developmental
features and perhaps even more so to doctrinal implications as reflected

in the official pronouncements and deliberations of the Missouri Synode




CHAPTER II
THE PROBLEMS
The Scattered Lutherans

If one practical concern dominated during the early history of

The Lutheran Church—-ilissouri Synod, it was for unseren verlassenen

und zerstreuten Glaubensgenossen und Brider--—the vast number of

Lutheran immigrants who came to America and many of whom settled on
or near the sparsely populatéd frontier. There were good reasons for
this concern. The problem of German-——and in particular of Lutheran—
immigration to America and its settlement on the frontier during the
second half of the nineteenth century has been raised elsewhere and
has received at least a preliminary treatment.t Already in the early
years of the Synod its leaders exhibited an awareness of this problem,

In 1860 Der Iutheraner was able to cite statistics from the 1850 census.

At that time there was a total of 5,688,620 Germans, or twenty-four

1garl S, Meyer, "Lubheran Immigrant Churches Face the Problems of
the Frontier," Church History, XXIX (December 1960), Lh0-62, esp. Ll3f.
Meyer summarizes German immigration on pe Lh3 as follows: "The immigra-
tion from Germany, for instance, between 1838 and 1890, showed a steady
rise between 1838 and 1851, three phenomenal years in 1852, 1853, and
185l, a decline thereafter until the end of the Civil War, increasing
steadily after that and again reaching peak years in 1881 and 1882, In
each of the years 185k, 1881, and 1882 the total number of German immi-
grants exceeded 215,000. In ten of the twenty-five years from 1850 to
1874 (inclusive) more than 100,000 German immigrants came to America
each year. In only five of these years (three of them during the Civil
War) were there less than 50,000 German immigrants to this country."
Meyer cites Treasury Department, Bureav of Statistics, Tables Showing

Ar of Alien Passengers and Immigrants in the United States from
1sz0 To 1080 I'ffashi"zgt'_rgﬁ?om vernment Printing Office, 1809), Table No.
1, Pﬁ:_izs 20, 2L, 28.
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per cent of the population in America. The breakdown for the leading
states was 1,132,733 in Pennsylvania, 930,781 in Ohio, 895,360 in
Indiana, 800,000 in Missouri, and 526,428 in lNew York. The German
population was anticipated to have grown to 7,L61,72l by 1860,2

Again, by 187L, five years after official work among immigrants
landing at New York harbor had been undertaken by the Synod, some
statistics were quoted in a report of this immigrant mission. Between
the time of the Synod's inception in 1847 until 187h, in New York City
alone, 5,422,815 immigrants had landed, of whom 2,668,000 were Germans.
The largest number of Germans, 176,986, had arrived in 185l at this
port and the smallest number, only 27,139, in 1861.3 Here too, it is
difficult to judge just how many of these were Lutherans, and partic-
ularly how many of these were sincerely concerned about maintaining
their association with their church in their new homes, There is
evidence that in some areas it was estimated that half of the German

population would be Lutheran.!

2nDie Deutschen in der Vereinigten Staaten," Der Lutheraner, XVII
(21 August 1860), 7, col. 1. Figures were taken from The Missionary.
Not all of these, of course, were Lutherans.

3Sechszehnter Synodal-Bericht der Allgemeinen Deutsche; E}Eraggt.-—
Luth. Synode von Missouri, Ohio u. a. Staaten, versammell als Erste
Delegaten-Synode zu Fort Vayne, Ind., im Jahre 187L (St. Louis:
Druckerel der Synode von Missouri, Ohio u. a. Staaten, 187h), p. 63.
Hereafter all such official Proceedings of conventions are cited in the
following abbreviated form: ~Missouri Synod, Proceedings, 18745 pe 63.

l‘E.g., Pastor Michael leyer who was the first permanent pagtor of
the Missouri Synod in leavenworth, Kansas, estimated that of this city's
1);,000 inhabitants, one third of them should be Germans, and half again
of these, Lutherans. His results, howevery; subject of course to certain
other factors, apparently did not validate his calculations. M. Meyer,
nH{1fruf aus Kansas," Der Lutheraner, XVIII (9 July 1862), 190f.
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Various factors——availability of land, geographical features and
climatic conditions, and means of transportation--influenced the section
in vhich the immigrant chose to settle, Perhaps one factor which proved
particularly influential in the directions frontier population took
during this period can be mentioned., This would be the Homestead Act
of 1862, which offered settlers 160 acres of land if they would improve
it and live on it for at lecast five years. There is some evidence that,
at least in Iowa for example, the Homestead Act was a factor in German
Lutheran settlement.>

For the most part, coming at the particular time that he did, the
German immigrant of the second half of the nineteenth century followed
what had already been the earliest wave of movement into the frontier
areas of the Midwest. The period under study in this paper, 18L7 to
1865, begins with the period when German immigrants were still coming
in great numbers into such relatively eastern states as Ohio, Indiana,
Michigan, and Illinois, and ends after heavy movements had already
taken place into Iowa and Minnesota, and at a time when the Missouri
Synod was just beginning to notice the challenge of new mission fields

in Kansas and Nebraska. The deﬁelopments related in this paper in

-5E.g., it was a part of the unsuccessful scheme to develop a mission
colony in Iowa around 1862, The first of prometer Friedrich DBscher's
points was, "Dass wir uns ansiedeln wollen, wo noch Congress-land zu
haben ist, von welchem jeder nach einem neulich erlassenen Gesetze 160
Acker unter gewissen Bedingungen unentgeldlich——ausgenommen 10 Dollar
fiir Unkosten—-sich zueignen kann." dJ. F, DBscher and others, "Aufruf
zur Griindung einer deutschen ev. luth. Colonie im Vestenm," ibid., XVITT
(9 July 1862), 191, col. 2, DBscher got as far with his plan as actu-
ally selecting a possible site, in Humbolt County, Iowas J. F, DBscher,
"Die beabsichtigte ev.-luth. Colonie betreffend," ibid., XIX (10 December
1862), 63f.




19
subsequent chapters will give some idea of the approximate lines the
frontier movement which involved the Missouri Synod followed.

This all too brief and general description will have to suffice
for vhat might well be regarded as the fundamental problem which gave
rise to the development of the itinerant ministry on the frontier. A
fuller discussion would perhaps have to take into consideration such
factors as the statistical distribution of the settlers, the religious
and ecclecsiological attitudes.adopted by them on the frontier in termé
of their old world training and background, and perhaps above all a
statistical study which would relate the supply of trained clergy in
relation to the membership, potential and real, with particular regard
for the uneven distribution of the population in the more sparsely
settled areas., Of interest would be the question of how well the
German Lutherans were equipped, by training and background in the
well-ordered, strictly controlled ecclesiastical environment of the
old country, to be cast adrift, as it were, and made to shift for
themselves in many cases on the American frontier. In other words,
the whole problem of the Lutheran immigrant and settler raises the
broader problems of ecclesiology and of the church's doctrine of the
ministry. Did the concept of the church and its structure which the
immigrants brought with them prove adequate for the American situation,
particularly on the frontier? Did the ecclesiology of the Iutheran
immigrants undergo any significant transformations or accommodations in
the face of the American experience? These are questions for which no
full answer can be given on the basis of this study. But they are

neveftheless questions which one does well to keep in mind in an investi-
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gation of the specific problems of the itinerant ministries. For these

form the matrix for the problem of the itinerant ministries.
The Iack of Trained Clergy

As alluded to above a statistical comparison of the supply of
trained clergymen to the total potential membership of the church with
special regard for distribution geographically would be a proper part
of a study of the Lutherans on the frontier, Judging solely on the
basis of contemporary reports and analyses, one would probably be
forced to make the simple conclusion that there was never enough ad-
equately-trained manpover available to do the job. For groups such
as the Missouri Synod, this was further complicated by the fact that
what men there were often had to devote their time and energies to
conducting elementary schools.6 There may be reason to reconsider the
over-simplified conclusions, however, which have been made in this re-
gard,

For one thing, it should perhaps be noted that the simple ratio
of pastors per members may not have been so disproportional as has

been imagined.7 It has been suggested, for example, that the Missouri

6nis particular problem was raised and discussed, for example,
in a number of the earliest district conventions of Synod. Missouri
Synod, Western District, Proceedings, 1855, pp. 8f.; Missouri Symod,
Central District, Proceedings, iBE%, ppe 18-20, In 1858 this was one
of the subjects again proposed for study at each of the district con-
ventions; Missouri Synod, Western District, Proceedings, 1858, p. 30;
Missouri Synod, Northern District, Proceedings, 1058, p. 20; Hi§sou?i
Synod, Central District, Proceedings, p. 20. Yet at the same time it e
was reaffirmed that teaching the children was indeed the ultimate re-
sponsibility of the pastor; Migsouri Synod, Western Districi, Fro-
ceedings, 1859, Pe 79

7Tt must be admitted that this is more of an inference than a
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Synod, thanks to the Saxons who had settled in Missouri in 1838 and
1839, actuvally started out in 1847 with a relative oversupply of min—
isters and candidates.0 If it is kept in mind that the German Lutheran
settlers were distributed and scatiered, singly by families or often at
best in small groups, over broad expanses of land, the problem takes on
a somevhat different light. The problem of an insufficient supply of
trained clergymen was greatly intensified by the uneven distribution
and scatbered condition of the settlers. It wias thus a problem of op-
timm deployment of the men among the potential congregations. To make
best use of the available men it was first necessary to gather the
people into congregations of convenient size. It is true that there
never seemed to be enough candidates, Yet vhen it is kept in mind that
many of the vacant “congregations! whiqh were constantly pleading with
Synod to provide them with a candidate often consisted of a mere hand-
ful of people and that many groups scarcely larger were indeed being
served by pastors, it becomes even more apparent that the problem was

as much distribution as outright need.

conclusion based on statistical study. Even if undertaken, such a
study could hordly be conclusive, due to the unreliability of the few
statistics available from the earliest period.

8The initial Missouri settlement had six ordained clergyren and X(
nine candidates of theology for a group of approximately 612 people;
Walter O, Forster, Zion on the Mississippi: The Settlement of the Saxon
Lutherans in Missouri 1839-18L1 (St. Louis: Concordia Fﬁbligﬁéng House,
1853), pps 562, 563. For the cntire group the figures, especially for
candidates, were at one time even higher; ibid., p. 157. Cf. Aug. R.
Suelflow, "Historic Patterns of Lutheran Settlement agd Qutreach "

The Lutheran Parish in an Urbanized America with Special Reference to
the Missouri Synod, ed, by Hoss Pe Scheror, Fifteenth Yearbook of the
Tuthoran Bducetion Association (River Forest, Illinois: L. E. A.,

1958 ), Pe 26-
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This problem is directly related to the problem of the itinerant
ministry. For one thing, the very existence of an itinerant ministry
scems to have been conditioned on the supply of candidates. Throughout
its history the Missouri Synod itinerant was almost without exception

a candidate just entering the ministry. In general, it would also seem

that when there were not enough candidates, or when all the candidates
had calls to regular congregations, the itinerant ministry suffered.

The first officially appointed and commissioned itinerant of the Missouri
Synod could be sent out because a candidate, Besucher Carl Fricke, was
available.” Within several months Fricke had a regular call and the
position went unfilled. For several years following Synod wanted to
£i1l1 the position again, but had to be satisfied with sending out, or
trying to send oul, regular pastors who could take leaves of absence
from their congregations.’® As a matter of fact Besucher Fricke's
position was never really filled again in precisely its intended form,

There were Reiseprcdiger in the years from 1848 to 1865, but these were

not official appointees and most of them were associated with a local
congregation, The first real successor for Fricke, so to speak, was
Reiseprediger Friedrich Liebe, sent out by the Testern District in
1865. 1

Vhile it really lies beyond the period of immediate interest for

9890 below, Ch. Iv, PDe 561'1‘.
105¢6 below, Ch. IV, pp. SUEE.

1o, pelow, Che IX, ppe 176£f. It must be kept in mind, of
course, that the’doctringl jssue and its settlement had also inter-
vened in this period.
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this study and cannot be conclusively demonstrated, the suggestion mst

be made that one of the reasons for the revival of the Reiseprediger

system about 1865 and rapid growbth thereafter was the relative over-
supply of candidates. Of course, Synod had a natural interest in and

symoathy for her lieben zerstreuten Glaubensgenossen and felt compelled

out of regard for her mission imperative to do something for these
spiritually impoverished brethren. Nevertheless, it is a question open

to some doubt whether Reiseprediger would have been sent, at least in

the quantity they were, had regular calls to well established congrega-
tions in the more eastern states awaited every candidate at graduation
from the seminary.l? Unfortunately, this is a rather hypothetical
argument. But it would be fairly easy to document that a real tension
did at any rate exist between meeting the needs of established congre-—
gations, often small and inefficient in terms of manpower, and meeting
the needs of widely scattered Lutherans on the frontier.,1® The evidence

indicates that the traditional deutsche Parochialwesen the immigrant

church inherited from the old country, together with the Missouri

12op course, there are counter arguments to this, one being that
established congregations were sometimes deliberately overlooked when
candidates were matched with their respective calls. Thus it happened
that a constant complaint in later years was that Reiseprediger were so
often enticed away from their mission fields by calls to established
congregations. But too often these congregations were small enough that
they might have consolidated with another nearby (particularly if a
regular teacher had been called instead of insisting that the pastor
teach)s See, €.g.; Missouri Synod, Proceedings, 188L, pp. 6k, 65. Cf.
(s R W Wf_alther} s "Ein Capitel Uber Wegberufung und Verseizung der
Prediger," Der Lutheraner, XL (15 August 188L), 121f. Vhatever the
final answer about the relative under-supply or over-supply of clergy-
men, it will remain largely a question of the optimum distribution
and employment of the available supply .

13893, for example, below, Ch. Vl_tI, pe 141,
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Synod's own rather unique emphasis on congregational autonomy, may have
contributed as much to a relative shortage of pastors as the actual
lack of available candidates itself.

If this appraisal is at least partially correct, it means that
another problem attended that of supplying men to the "scattered
brethren." For even if there was, for example, a man available to go
and serve a widely scatiered parish which perhaps consisted of a total
of several dozen families, in the majority of cases he would still
need outside financial support. And in fact, it can probably be demon-
strated that official concern for the support of itinerants was at
least equally as great, if not greater than for the actual nurber of
men available. There are indications, especially in the later period,

that even more “Reiseprediger could have and would have been sent out,

if only the financial resources had been available, Wt This likewise
suggests the related problem of Synod's initial reticence to support
pastors and particularly congregations. A partial solution to the
problem of support for itinerants came with the creation of the
synodical home mission fund in 1860,15 but direct financial support,
or what later became krown as zhurch extension funds, for congrega-
tional building programs and the like had to await much later devel-
opments.

Further evidence that it was not the lack of candidates per se,
but that this lack was attended by other interrelated problems, is

Uiy s problem perhaps became most acute after about 188, See
Migsouri Synod, Proceedings, 1887, pp. 59-62.

15839 below, Ch. VI, pp. 111ff.
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the fact that from the earliest days of the Missouri Synod vigorous
steps vere taken to provide the Synod with a well-educated ministry.l6
A majority perhaps of the candidates who entered the more remote
frontier areas were traineces of the so-called practical seminary,
first located in Fort Vayne, Indiana, moved to St. Louis in 1860, and
still later located in Springfield, T1linois.t! The Fort Vayne school,
in fact, appears to have served as a sort of training center for home
missions in particular., Dr, Vm, Sihler, its president, became adminis-
trator of the first synodical home mission fund in 1860.8 Long time
member of the faculty August Cr¥mer was frequent recipient of letters
from the early itinerants.1? The last year before its removal to
St. Louis, Dr. Sihler, now also president of the Central District, was
able to report that in the preceding year seven of his Z8glinge had

graduated and entered the service of the church in Indiana, Minnesota,

16This matter has been amply investigated by others. E.g., Carl
S. Meyer, "Secondary and Higher Education in The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod 1839-187L," unpublished Ph, D. dissertation, University
of Chicago, 195L, esp. Ch. III, ppe 74-132, and Ch, X, pp. 395-Llli. A
more general survey is Arthur C, Repp, editor, 100 Years of Christian
Education, Fourth Yearbook of the Lutheran Education Association
(River Forest, Illinois: L. E. A., 1947), passim.

178 complete 1ist of the men trained at Fort Wayne between 18L6
and 1855, together with the present station they were serving, appeared
in W, Sihler, "Das Seminar zu Fort Wayne," Der Lutheraner, XII (26
February 1856), 106f. A similar report on students who entered St.
Louis between 1850 and 1855 alsc appeared about this time. Of a total
of 9l; who had entered the college department, 2L had matriculated,
eight of these to enter the ministry. [Adolph] B[iewend], "Nachricht
von dem Concordia-College zu St. Louis," ibid., XIT (22 April 1856),
1),0f.

185ee below, Ch. VI, pp. 111£f.

195.¢., below, Ch. VII, pps 120£f.
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Towa, and Wisconsin.20 In the early period candidates from the practi-
cal seminary were sometimes even "accelerated" and sent out with less
than the usual training when the needs were particularly urgent,.2l

The Missouri Synod also had outside help in providing ministerial
candidates for its mission fields, Already before the organization of
Synod, Wilhelm Loehe had been active in recruiting young men for the
ministry in America. In 18L8 it was announced that ‘the ecklenburg
Mission Society intended to supply ministers and teachers to the
Missouri Synod.22 The Western District in 1855 heard of a similar

proposal. for a Proseminar in Deutschland to be located at Leipzig.23

But the most significant step came in 1860 when Pastor Friedrich
Brunn of Steeden, Naussau, offered the services of a Proseminar he
had founded to give interested young men in Germany a preliminary
training for work in America.2ll The preparatory training was followed
up with further education at one of the Synod's seminaries in the

United States.

2043 ssouri Synod, Central District, Proceedings, 1859, p. 9.

2:I’E.g. , at the request of Synod August Selle ordained two such
candidates. August Selle, "Kirchliche Nachrichten," letter to Walther,
Der Lutheraner, V (21 August 18L9), 201ff. (second edition).

223 ssouri Synod, Proceedings, 18h8, p. 15. Iittle in the way of
tangible results seems to have come of this proposal.

23Mi ssouri Synod, Western District, Proceedings, 1855, pp. 9f.

2lygs ssouri Synod, Proceedings, 1860, p. 79. Cf. Der Lutheraner,
XVIT (16 October 1860 ,"'E"'—Is Te3 ibyiid., XVIT (19 March 1881), 121-23;
ibid., XVII (6 August 1861), 2027, 205f.3 ibid., XVIII (25 June 1862),
177f. See also Hermann Eikmeyer, "The Lutheran Proseminary in Steeden,"
trans. by J. T. Hueller, Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly,
XXIX (Winter 1957), 137=53.
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The discussion of the needs for ministers, too, can only be par-
tial for the present purposes. Bub it is likewise an important facet

of the problems underlying the development of the itinerant ministries

in the Missouri Synod.
Potential Solutions

A number of the possible solutions which were proposed and em—
ployed to alleviate the problem of the scattered Lutherans on the
American frontier can at least be mentioned here., One "solution" to
the problem which became fairly prominent in the thinking of wvarious
men although few practical results were achieved was to prevent, so
to speak, the Lutheran immigrants from getting scattered in the first
place, This type of solution had at least two phases. One was the
so-called “"Lutheran Colony"! plan. This would create easily served
congregations before the people had an opportunity to scatter. Or it
would consolidate and bring together men and women and their families
who were already citizens and who were looking for new locations in
which to settle, Initially the plan had usually been associated with
efforts to do mission work among the Indians also. Such had been the
case with the Loehe directed colonies in the Saginaw region of
Michigan. This was also true of a Missouri Synod plan to establish

a colony in (')1:‘6;;0::.25 Even loche's projected colony for California

25M4 ssouri Synod, Proceedings, 1848, pp. 17f.; ibid., 18L9, pp.
11ff. OCf. Der Lutheraner, 1V (L November 1847), 35-37; ibid., IV (8
February 18 Of.; ibid., IV (27 June 1848), 17Lf.; ibid., V (19
September 181;83, 15f, and ibid., V (3 October 18L48), 24; ibid., V

(1}, November 1818), LS, col. 1; ibid., V (26 December 18L8), 71, col.
2. The idea was most vigorously pursuved by Hermann Fick in his capac-
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vas thought to have Heidenmission potentialities.2® As late as 1856
Missionary E, G. H, Miessler of Bethany, Michigan, was advertising that
land was still obtainable in his area for fifty cents an acre.27

In later years such colonies were proposed without reference to

their Heidenmission possibilities. In 1855 an attempt was made to

organize a colonization society in Detroit.28 In 1862 came Reise=
prediger Friedrich DBscher's proposal for a colony in Iowa, already
referred to above. DBscher was particularly enthusiastic about the
potential the plan had for consolidating Lutherans who would otherwise
scatter all over the state and would have to be rounded up piecemeal.2?
Though eventually the plan came to naught, DBscher kept his eyes open
and even got to the point where he had a mitable site located. It
would be in Humboldt County, Iowa, about twenty miles from Fort Dodge,

where as much as 11,200 acres of free Congressland was still available.

Vooded land was not so easily obtained, but could be had for five to
ten dollars an acre, and substitute building materials were plentiful

anyhow.30

ity as chairman of the synodical mission board., The initial enthusiasm
appears to have worn off after the massacre of Marcus Vhitman and his
party in 1848, '

263 ssouri Synod, Proceedings, 1852, p. 23. Only the Heiden in
this case were the Chinese. ,

2Tper Lutheraner, XII (2 January 1856), 79, col. 3.
29Tbid., XVIII (9 July 1862), 191, cols. 2f,

30mpid., XIX (10 December 1862), 63f. This appears to be the
last report by DBscher on the subject.
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A slightly new direction to the movement was suggested by Pastor
H, P, Dicke of Dodge County, Wisconsin, in 1863. Dicke was critical of
the way most of these colony plans had been carried out in the paste.
The besetting problem had been that poor locations had been selected
and the colonies had fallen on hard times. Yet he granted that some=
thing probably ought to be donc,(éince the average immigrant simply
was not giving enough attention to his spiritual care when he selected
a site in which to settle{} llor was the whole solution an itinerant
ministry:

Die Meisten [immigrants] haben nie Aussicht, dass sich je ein

Prediger bleibend unter ihnen niederlassen kann und wenn es ge-

schieht, so haben sie vielfach zu wenig davon, indem er fast wie

ein Relseprediger von einem Orte zum andern zichen und nicht nur

meist bald die Gesundheit des Leibes opfern, sondern auch seine
geistigen Krifte zersplittern mss.

Dicke's own suggestion was that existing German settlements where land
vas still available should do more to atitract new settlers. They could

use advertisements in Der Lutheraner, Die Abendschule, and even Brunn's

Missionsblatt for the purpose.3l Dicke's article, interestingly enough,

seems to have been the signal for just such a campaign. Over the next

several years notices in Der Iutheraner appeared about Minneapolis and

other areas of Minnesota,32 Missouri,33 and Kansas.3! How much these

314, P. Dicke, "Etwas flber Colonization," ibid., XIX (15 April
1863), 133f.

321pid,, XX (15 May 186L), 138f.; ibid., XXI (1 June 1865), 1L6-L8;
ibide, XXI TAT (15 August 1865), 191, cole 3.

331bid., XKII (15 September 1865), 16, col. 1. For Benton and
Lafayette te Counties in Missouri.

31pid,, XXI (1 June 1865), 151, col. 2, though not a clear—cut
oxampley Ibid., XKIT (1 October 1865), 2i, cols. 2f.



30
notices accompiished is difficult to ascertain. Such efforts to con-
solidate the scattered Lutherans may have been of some aid in alleviat—
ing the problem,35

A related idea—-in that it, too, hoped to help locate immigrants
where there would be churches to serve them and thus to prevent their
scatlering—was the immigrant mission founded first in New York in
1869 and later also in Baltimorc.3® COne of the functions of the immi-
grant missicnary was to direct immigrants to locations where they could
settle near an existing church. This was very likely an even greater
help, once the agency was fairly under way, in solving the problem of
the scattered fellow believers.

If the scattering process could not be entirely prevented, there
were still other things that could be done. One of these, in the face
of the shortage of pasitors, was to combine congregations in such a way
that the various social units--the town or village, the group with
common Gies to the old world, or the group which was simply too remote
% consolidate with another-——could all be served by one pastor while
still retaining their separate congregational identities. This was a
most common phenomenon in the early history of the Missouri Synod, both
in frontier areas and in the more settled regions. In the cities a

carefully ordered association, known as the Gesamtgemeinde, was some-

3%)s late as 1896, for example, a full-scaled colony plan for
California was brought to the floor of the Missouri Synod convention.
Synod recognized the idea as having value and encouraged its promoters,
but declined to enter officially into the enterprise. Missouri Synod,
Proceedings, 1896, p. 132.

361dem, Proceedings, 1869, p. 102,
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times attempted.3” Sometimes no specific regulations covered the asso-

ciation, It was simply that one or more Filialgemeinden were served

by the same pastor as their Mutterpemeinde. This multiple parish

system was even recognized by the first Constitubion of Synpd.38
The multiple parish also had implications for home mission work
and expansion, Often it was the only way mission work was carried on

in an area. The luttergemeinde in a given area would start a branch

congregation--or in the ecities it was often a2 branch school--which

would be supported by and dependent upon the Muttergemeinde for a

period of time. The next step would be to call a Gehillfe or Hilfspred-

iger (or Hillfsprediger) who would have the main responsibility for the

Filiale.3? In time the Hilfsprediger would often receive a call to

the Filialgemeinde, which would then become for the most part indepen-—

3Tthis was the case, for example, in St. Louis and in Chicago. In
1846 the two churches in St. louis affirmed publicly that they were one
congregation. "Die lutherischen Kirchen in St. Louis, Mo,," Der Luther-
aner, V (17 October 18L8), 31, col. 2 (second edition).

3Bhrticle III, Section 1, stated that one minister and a delegate
from each Pfarrgemeinde had a seat in Synod. A gloss on Pfarrgemeinde
read: "Eine Plfarrgemeinde ist entweder eine einzelne Gemeinde oder die
Summe der einzelnen Gemeinden, die der Pfarrer bedient, gleich wie in
Deutschland das Gebiet, innerhalb dessen er an verschiedenen Orten sein
Amt zu verwalten hat, Kirchspiel oder Kirchsprengel heisst. MBge also
der Pfarrer hier zu Lande 3-l oder noch mehr rHumlich getrennte Gemein-
den bedienen, so sind sie wesentlich in Bezug auf ihn immer nur eine
Gemeinde und haben daher zur Synode einen gemeinschaftlichen Depurtir-
ten zu senden," Die Verfassung der deutschen evangelischiguzgezischen

node von Missouri, Onio und andern otaaten, nebst einer binleitu

iid orlantornden Bemerkungen (Ste Louls: veber & Olshausen, 18167, Pe
T; cf. Der lutheraner, 111 (5 September 18L46), 3, col. 2.(second edition),

39E.g., the two congregations served by F. W, Husmann in Allen
and Adams Counties, near Decatur, Indiana, called Z8gling Andreas

Fritze as their HWlfsprediger in 1848, Der Lutheraner, V (9 January
1849), 76, col. 2 (second egition).
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dent of the original congregation. This has aptly been referred to as

"the fission type of expansion."’-‘o The Hilfsprediger himself is a

factor which must also be taken into consideration in connection with
itinerant ministries. In many cases they were merely used temporarily,
especially the hastily educated Z8glinge from the practical seminary,
Lo gain experience for themselves or perhaps to teach school. But in
many cases they were used primarily as missionaries and sometimes

they functioned, for all practical purposes, as itinerants, This be-
came particularly true in the cases of the first two men sent into Iowa
to assist Pastor DBscher about 186111 In fact these Hilfsprediger

were publicly referred to as Reiseprediger.

The multiple parish system, or "fission type of expansion," was an
important factor in early Missouri Synod growth, For one thing, it
made for better use of the available supply of ministers. But most
important, it was probably the most effective method the Synod had for
pursuing home mission work without violating the principle of congrega-
tional sovereignty or autonomy. For quite a period of time, from about

1850 to 1860 when no official Reiseprediger were sent out, it was prob-

ably the only effective home mission instrument which Synod had, The
practice had one major shortcoming--its range was relatively short, es-—

pecially when whole states and territories became open to settlement

hoAug. R, Suelflow, "Historic Patterns of Lutheran Settlement and
Outreach," op. cit., pps 32f, Suelflow borrows the terminology from
Sharvey G. Umbeck, "The Social Adaptations of a Selected Group of
German-background Protestant Churches in Chicago," unpublished Ph. D.
dissertation, Divinity School, University of Chicago, 1940, pp. 17f.
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virtually overnight. It simply could not cover the ground fast enough,
A type of ministry even more mobile than the relatively free Hilfspre-—
diper (or in some cases, the regular pastor freed from his duties by
the assistant) would be necessary. Dut the multiple parish system with
the assistant pastor was a close relative of the itinerant ministry,
both in objective and sometimes in the means employed to gain that
objective. And when Synod was hesitant about sending out men who would
not be attached to a regular congregation, the multiple parish system
8till made it possible for a type of itinerant nrl.nistry_, covering large
territories and embracing any number of small congregations s to func-
tion, This was one solution to the problem of ministering to the
scattered brethren on the frontier.

( Another possible solution to the problem of the scattered fellow
believers without pastoral care was to encourage the laity under the
emergency circumstances to perform what functions of the ministry they
could, WVith the exception of certain Norwegian groups which at least
initially encouraged lay-preaching, most Lutherans in America remained
skeptical about allowing the laity too much freedom to shift for them-
selves spiritua11y.ll2 This was also true of the Missouri Synod., The
question of whether a layman could administer communion was raised,
but it was either answered in the negative or the one who posed the

question was referred to the traditional answers.ls3 Meanwhile, there

thee, €efsy Carl S, Meyer, "Lutheran Immigrant Churches Face the
problems of the Frontier," op. cit., pp. LUSfE.

U3n1thers Antwort auf die Frage: Ob ein Laie das h. Abendmahl in
gewissen Fillen sich und den Seinigen insgeheim in seinem Hause selbst
reichen solle oder dfirfe?" Der Lutheraner, IV (16 November 1847), L6
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were occasions when actual controversies arose over the question of
wvhether an elder could even lead in public prayer in the absence of a
pastor Ul But the opposition to public prayer by laymen may have come
mainly from observing the abuse of this practice in other denominations,
the lack of ability on the part of some who prayed, and the irreverence
which resulted.t5 On the whole, however, nrovisions were generally
made to allow some capable laymen to read a sermon and conduct the wore
ship (Lesepgottesdienst) when no pastor was available for prolonged
periods. This was, at best, a temporary solution to the problem;>

The other major solution to the problem of ministering tc the for-
saken, scattered Iutherans on the frontier was the one which is the main
subject ofvthis investigation. Here only a few of the main advantages
and disadvantages of the itinerant ministry need be mentioned. An
itinerant minister, particularly if by this is meant one who was in no
way associated with a permanent congregation but was free to make a
circuit of anmy number of small groups, had the advantage of being able
to cover a large area and to minister at least periodically to a greater
number of people than would otherwise have been possible. But there
were also disadvantages. This gave little opportunity for the sound

indoctrination and relatively firm church discipline (strenges Kirchen-

(second edition). Missouri Synod, Proceedings, 1869, pe. 107.

Wygs gsourt Synod, Proceedings, 1850, p. 32; ibid., 1852, p. 25.
The dispute arose in congregations in the vicinity of Milwaukee. The
jissue was apparently whether ex corde prayers by laymen were allowed,

LSSee Th. Vichmann, "Kirchliche Zust#nde der Stadt Cincinnati,"
Der Lutheraner, VII (18 February 1851), ppe. 102f., where the German
Reformed are criticized for this abuse.
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zucht) held in such high regard by the Missouri Synod. It placed an
emphasis upon quantity but not quality. Vhat is more, it smacked
strongly of the looser, less regulated ministries of other denominations
such as the Methodists. But perhaps the greatest objection of all was
that it seemed to violate the doctrine of the autonomy of the congrega=
tion. The charge was frequently made against the Methodists and others
that their ministers did not have valid calls.l6 Yet as time went on
the demand grew from within Synod itself that there should be some form
of ministry which could function on a more mobile, less congregationally
oriented basis.

This matter will be taken up in greater detail in subsequent chap=—
ters. But the problem in its broader perspectives can be outlined here.
Basically it may be vicwed as a tension between stability and mobility.
The stability was the traditional wellsregulated ecclesiastical doctrine

and polity which Iatheranism had inherited from its German homeland.

l"éE.g. » Jo Ao Hbgly [sic; or Higli], "Dass Niemand in der Xirche
Bffentlich lehren, oder predigen, oder Sacramente reichen soll, ohne
ordentlichen Beruf," Der Lutheraner, XV (2 November 1858), Ll-43; ibid.,
XV (16 November 1858); L9T.; ibid., XV (30 November 1858), 58-60; ibid.,
XV (1l December 1858), 67f.3 ibid., XV (28 December 1858), Th=76. It
was stated, however, that a special call was not needed to teach pri-
vatim, zu Hause. There was a further exception: "Es darf und soll
Torner ein jeder Christ, der dazu f8hig ist, an einem Orte, wo lauter
Heiden wohnen, ohne weiteren Beruf 8ffentlich auftreten und ihnen von
Christo Jesu predigen; denn das wdre ja wider die Liebe, wenn man solche
Menschen verloren gehen liesse, so man ihnen doch helfen k8nnte." But
with regard to Methodist preachers it was not a case of one of these
exceptions: ". . o es handelt sich,auch nicht darum, ob jeder gemeine
Christ, der die n3thigen Gaben dazu hat, nicht durch das Gesetz der
Liebe verbunden sei, seinen Nichsten privatim #ber die gdttlichen
Wahrheiten, so viel als mBglich, zu belehren," Ibid., XV (30 Hovember
1858), 59, col. 1. These exceptions are important for the Missouri
Synod doctrine of the ministry as it relsted to the subject of itinerant
ministries.
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The mobility was that required to meet the challenge of ministering to
the spiritually destitute of the American frontier. It could also be
described as a tension between freedom and order, There were times
when the requirements of good ecclesiastical order seemed to win out
momentarily. But always there was the practical necessity of the for-
saken brethren urging greater freedom, if for no cther reason, simply
for the sake of love and because love outranked all order and regula-—
tions. The basic problem of the itinerant ministries in the kissouri

Syncd was this tension of mobility amid stability.




CHAPTER IITI
PATTERNS AND FPRECEDENTS
Non-Lutherans

This chapter will examine a few of the possible antecedents which
may have influenced and set patterns for the Missouri Synod itinerant
ministries to follow, llere similarity does not necessarily mean an
inter-relationship. Faced with more or less identical situations one
or more American church bodies could well have adopted similar measures
to meet certain needs, while remaining far apart in their thinking and
the reasons they adopted the measures, For example, the American Bible
Society may have used lay colporteurs simply because the use of a lay=-
man in this capacity was a practical thing to do, The Missouri Synod,
however, may have deliberately chosen to operate through the colporteur,
for a time restricting its officially appointed itinerant ministry to
this agency, because this seemed to meet best the requirements of its
concept of the public ministry and the congregational call. Perhaps
novhere is such a similarity without dependence clearer than in the
case of the influence of the Methodist itineracy upon the Missouri
Synod. :

If the Missouri Synod had borrowed ideas for its itinerant mine
istries from any American denomination, it would very likely have b,eenx
the Methodists. Yet there were fundamental differences, particularly
in initial presuppositions, which kept the two far apart in their think-
ing. The entire early American Methodist ecclesiology and church life
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was geared to and revolved aboult an itinerant ministry. @Cn the
Missouri Synod, on the other hand, any type of itineracy was always ’
subordinate to and derived from the regular, resident pastorate\.\) The
differences become even clearer upon closer examination of the Meth—
odist concept of church and ministry.

American Methodism in its earliest period followed the basic
pattern vhich had been set in England. The Methodists remained, so
to speak, a church within a church. They gradually developed a genius
and uniqueness of their own yet in some respects remained dependent
upon the established Church of England. So too, initially the American
llethodists remained dependent upon the Church of England, for example,
for a valid ministry and sacraments. Up to 178L, says Villiam Warren
Sweet, "none of the Methodist itinerants had been ordained nor did
they consider their societies real churches."l This brought consider—
able opposition, naturally, on the part of the regular clergy. DMore
than anything else, Sweet credits the adaptability of the Methodist
system and the polity which it was forced to adopt under the circum-
stances for its remarkable success and phenomenal growth in America.

The Methodist itineracy turned out to be made to order for the
American situation.2 The early Methodists virtually had no resident
clergy., Vhat resident leaders there were--the class leader, the

exhorter, the local preacher--all were under the supervision of the

lwilliam Warren Sweet, The Methodists, Vol. IV of Religion on
the American Frontier, 1783-18L0 (Chicago: The University of Chicago
'1’_1‘358; 1916)y PPe 6, 12, Yost of the discussion about the Methodists
is based on Sweet's introduction. See esp. PP. 31-50.

2Tbid., pp. L2ff.
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circuit rider.3 The system John Viesley had intended as a spark of life
for the deadness of the established church, seemingly could hardly have
been designed better for the American frontier. An important function
of the Methodist itinerant was also the distribution of literature:
livery Methodist preacher throughout the country was a distributor
of religious literature. In fact, that was one of his most im=-
portant functions. « « + This was a part of the circuit-riders'
duty, and they were encouraged in it by the fact that they re-
ceived a percentage on their sales,
It was only with the passing of time that the predominant itinerant
form of ministry gradually gave way to the resident pastorate in the
more settled regions.

This brief examination should make clearer some of the basic and
fundamental differences between the Methodists and Lutherans such as
those of the Missouri Synod, The Methodist ecclesiology was individual-
istic and in reaction to some extent against the organizational church
which it knew in England, Missouri Synod ecclesiology, though perhaps
somewhat tinged by Pietism, retained its appreciation for the collective
features of Lutheran ecclesiology. Vhile it may have been at odds with
the organized state-church system in Germany it waé not primarily a
revolt against the prevailing concept of the church and its regular
clergy. Thus the initial grounds and the ecclesiological presupposi-
tions of Methodism énd‘ German Lutheranism differed radically. The
Methodists could easily accede to a type of ministry which accommodated
jtself to frontier mobility and adaptability, For the Missouri Synod,

3Tvid., ppe LTEE.
Lrpid., p. 69.
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hovever, such an accommodation went counter to good church order (Ordnung)
and violated the traditional congregational system its members had grown

up with in Germany (das deutsche Parochialwesen). The Methodist systen

l

could easily be made to imply that the ministry made the church, or that |

in some way the church, at least, depended upon the ministry for its %

existence, Lutheran ecclesiology, particularly in the thinking of the

Missouri Synod theologians, demanded that the church makes the ministry,
If now the question is posed of whether the Missouri Synod may

have borrowed from the Methodists some of the ideas that went into its

itinerant ministry, the answer is somewhat clearer. Because of the

basic conflict between the two theologically, there is little likeli=-

hood that the Methodist itineracy was borrowed by the Lutherans, at

least not directly., If anything, the influence the Methodists exerted

upon the Missouri Synod was extremely negative.S Thus a strong case

can be made for the contention that the Methodists actually hindered

and delayed the development of Missouri Synod itinerant ministries,

mich more than they contributed to the development.® Finally, it must

5Examples of polemical exchanges with the Methodists could be
multiplied at length. (Particularly abhorrent to Missouri Synod leaders
were the Methodistic revival practices.) These were even spoken against
in a notation added to the first Constitution; Die Verfassung der
deutschen evangelisch-lutherischen Synode von Missouri, Ohio und andern

Staaton, nebst einer Einleituns und erlauternden Bemerkunsgn 5%, Louis:

. Weber & Olshausen, 1806), p. 133 cf. Der Lutheraner, LLL (19 September

1846), 9f. For other examples of early polemical exchanges see ibid.,
IT (28 July 18L6), 96, col. 33 ibid., IV (S October 181;%’? 2h; ibid.,
Iv (22 February 18L48), 103f.; et passim. i

6Ehe negative effect of Methodism may account in part for the unique
terminology selected for early Missouri Synod itinerants, The first one

was called a Besucher, Later August Selle proposed an Evangelistenamt,
Reiseprediger may have been studiously avoided at first (‘Efrﬁoﬁﬁﬁ % T
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be noted that by 1847 and thereafter, the leaders of Synod could hardly
have been dependent upon the Methodist itineracy for a precedent because
the idea was common emough by then that it really belonged to no group
in particular, Any conclusion that the Missouri Synod borrowed from a

group such as the Methodists for its concepi of the itinerant ministry

is quite tenuous.
Other Lutherans in America

The same question of possible precedents must be asked about the
other Lutheran synods which existed prior to the lMissouri Synod in the
United States and whose work might have come to the attention of Missouri
Synod leaders. An interest in some form of organized home mission work
‘among the earlier Lutheran bodies dates back to the early part of the
nineteenth century. In some cases, forms of itinerant ministries were

indeed employed, Naturally, these could ultimately be traced to the
very earliest missionaries, such as Heinrich Melchior Muhlenberg, of
the preceding century. But the concern here is for the type of men who
were officially appointed and supported by the later synods, and whose
activities immediately precede the formation of the Missouri Synod.

The official beginnings of home mission work in the Maryland
Synod, for example, date from 1822 when the Synod's third convention
authorized the appointment of Abraham Reck. Reck began by traveling

into destitute sections of Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Maryland. One

was used occasionally), because it was the German term for a Methodist
circuit rider. See, for example, lehre und Wehre, ITI (March 1857),

95, Reiseprediger was contrasted to Localprediger in statistics of
the ﬂéthoa‘gst Episcopal Church. :
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or two such traveling missionaries were regularly appointed nearly
every year for some time thereafter,?

The beginnings of official concern in the Ohio Synod (founded in
1818) may be dated from a five-page appeal in the Synod's convention re-
port of 1823, This led to the appointment of David Schuh, whose report
on the activities of his first year appeared in the 182l Proceed:i.ggs.8
C. V, Sheatsley has described the predominant method of sending out
itinerants in the early Ohio Synod as what might be called the "leave
of absence" or "vacation" method. Because there were no men to devote
full time to missionary journeys and because the system saved on ex-
penses, he stated: "Many of the pastors serving established congrega-
tions were given leave of absence for a month or two each year to labor
among the scattered brethren."? In 1830 three men were thus engaged,
each for one month and each at a salary of fifteen dollars,10 1In 1837
the Eastern District of the Ohio Synod formed a mission society,
primarily for foreign work, but also to include home missions. This
society, typical of many such formally independent, auxiliary organiza-
tions of synods, supported, among others, a German Lutheran missionary

in Pittsburg, Frederick Heyer. In 1849 Ohio's Western District followed

TAbdel Ross Vientz, Hist £ the b lical Lutheran Synod of

s History o e Lvangelica e of
Maryland of the United Lutheran Church in America, 1020-1920 (Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania: The Evang.lical Press, 1920), ppe 1021f.

8c, v Sheatsley, History of the Evangelical Lutheran Joint Synod
e ® ] — e e

of Ohio and Other States, from the Barliest Deginnings to 1919 (Century
Yemorial Edition; Columbus, Ohio: Lutheran Book Concern, 19l9§, pe 139.

9Tvid. Sheatsley also refers to this as a "vacation."

101pid., pe 1LO.
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suit by organizing a "Society for the Supplying of our Neglected Breth-
ren of the Faith with the Means of Gracc of the Church of Christ 1l
The districts of the Ohio Synod maintained such home mission work
thropgh their respective awxiliary societies until the Joint Synod took
over the work in 1872. The resolve of the Ohio Synod to consolidate its
work, however, had to wait for implementation until the Synod withdrew
from membership in the Synodical Conference in 188,12

The Synod of West Pennsylvania dates its official interest in an

111hid., pp. 1LOFE.

121hid., pp. 13ffe This brings to mind the fact that the Ohio
and Missourli Synods were directly associated at one time in the Synod=—
ical Conference. It also raises an interesting point, though it lies
somewhat beyond the period immediately under investigation. One of the
potential areas considered for joint work by the first convention of
the Synodical Conference in 1872 was home missions. A six man committee
gave its recommendations which were favorable toward having the Conference
engage in the work collectively for greater coordination among its mem=
bers. Dut this proposal was rejected by a majority which considered
it premature, Some winted to wait until the pending matter of synod-—
ical boundaries according to state lines was settled, or until condi-
tions generally were more opportune for such joint efforts. They felt
that the individual synods could still best carry out the work so as
to avoid confusion and possible conflict of interests. Verhandlungen
der ersten Versammlung der Evangelisch-Lutherischen Syncdal-Conferenz
von Nord-hmerika zu Milwaukee, Wiss, vom 10. Dis zum 10. Juli 1072 (Ste
Touist Druckerei der Synode von Missouri, Ohio und anderen otaaten,
1872), pp. 69ff, Hereafter all such official Proceedings of conven—
tions are cited in the following abbreviated form: Synodical Conference,
Proceedings, 1872, pp. 69ff,

heatsley implies that the Ohio Syncd was induced to suspend its
work temporarily while joint work by the Synodical Conference was pend=-
inge. Of course, this may have been simply to wait with the dissolution
of the auxiliary societies temporarily and that Ohio's work, while tem-
porarily at a‘standstill, was not adversely affected. Vhatever the case
may be, it is clear that the Missouri Syncd was hardly standing still
during this same period. The 1870's brought a gweat increase in the
number of Reiseprediger sent out. In 1878 it was necessary to form a
synodical home mission board. Ohio apparently had the mechanics of such
an agency already in 1872 but delayed putting it into operation until
188l,, There is at least a possibility that the whole matter may have
engendered resentment in the Ohio Synod toward Missouri.
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itinerant ministry from its second convention in 1826 when one of
its licentiates, Mr, Nicholas Sharretis, was appointed missionary to
a number of counties in Indiana. Sharretts had been directed to spend
three months in the field, but actually spent fifteen weeks, During
the next few years the Synod appointed a number of men, usually licen-
sees.13 C. I', Heyer became Sunday School missionary of the Synod in
1830, 1%

The first ceollective effort to engage in home missions by the
eastern Lutheran synods was the short-lived and not too effective
Central Missionary Society. A "Missionary Convention" assembled at
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania, immediately following the regular sessions
of the General Synod in 1835. This led to the organization of the
Central Missionary Society of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the
United States, as an auxiliary society of the General Synod. The
Society considered cooperation with the American Home Mission Society.
It comprised members, on a voluntary basis, from ten of the Lutheran
synods, but largely from the Vlest Pennsylvania and Maryland Synods.

C. F, Heyer also worked under its auspices. The Society was never very
effective because of its loose organizational structure and soon passed
out of ex:I.s*l:.enc:e.15

In 1836 the Permnsylvania Synod followed the same pattern by found-

13 dam Stump and Henry Anstadt, editors, History of the Evangel-
ical Lutheran S§n_od of VWest Pennsylvania of the the United Lutheran Church

in America, 182 -192'5"(Chambersburg, Pennsylvamia: J. Re. Kerr & Bro.,
1925), pp. 9

Wrpid,, p. 96
15Ib1do, PPe 95fo Cf. VWenta, Ope- _c_i_Eo’ PPe 108-110,
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ing a branch, or auxiliary, also—the Society of the Pemnsylvania
Synod for the Propagation of the Gospel. Much, perhaps even a pre-
dominance, of this Society's efforts was directed to foreign mission
work, in India to begin with, but home mission work was also :‘.m':ludeé'..16
The same year that the Society was founded the synodical convention
also heard two detailed reports from missionaries. One was the Missions=
Bericht of Johann H. Bernheim of upper Canada.l! The other was the

Reise-~Prediger-Bericht of H. Haberstich who had made a nine month

Dienstreise through Kentucky, Southern Illinois, and Missouri. Cities
on his itinerary had included Louisville, St. Louis, Cincinnati, and

Pittsburgh.18 Haberstich's journey seems to have been of a largely ex-—
ploratory nature. Two years later, for example, another similar report

was brought to the mission Society following the convention which met

in 1838 by Reiseprediger Daniel Kohler who had traveled through Indiana,

Illinois, and Missouri,

Then in 1839 this same Society of the Pennsylvania Synod for the

Propagation of the Gospel received a report by a Reiseprediger who was

to become famous as the "father of home missions" in the Missouri Synod.
Friedrich Conrad Dietrich ¥yneken had been given his instructions for

work under the auspices of the Society at Lancaster, Pennsylvania, on

16Helen E. Pfatteicher, The Ministerium of Pennsylvania: Oldest
TEE R s ey
ings, 1836, pp. ]J: 2)4-26 for its founding and first constitution.
171pid., ppe 10£f., and esp. 52-60.
181pid.s esps ppe 3u-51.

191de:m‘,. Proceedings, 1838, pp. 36f.




L6
16 Avgust 1838. He dated the actual beginnings of his work from 10
September. His report was dated 25 February 1839, In it he listed
the various places he had visited, mostly in northern Indiana and
southern Michigan, As of 11 January 1839 he had preached 53 times,
baptized 68 children and two adults, confirmed one, administered com-
munion to 180, had married one couple, officiated at one funeral, and

had collected $16,50.%0 The work and activity of Friedrich Vyneken

as a Reiseprediger may have had quite an effect upon the later devel-
opment of the itinerant ministry in the Missouri Synod. Viyneken was
president of the Missouri Synod from 1850 to 186)4".?_1;

The formation of a more durable auxiliary Home Mission Society
was effected by the General Synod in 1845. It met the afternoon fol-
lowing the adjournment of the regular convention of that year in
Philadelphia. The constitubion urged all pastors to join the Society

on a voluntary basis. Life membership dues were set at $10.00 and

and annual dues at $1.00. An executive committee was to apportion

20Tbid., ppe 7-16. A reprint of the English version of this re-
port appeared in Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly, XX (October
1947), 12h-35. On Vyncken's designation as "father of home missions,"

See, €.gey Christian Hochstetter, Die Geschichte der Evangelische
%e von

lutherischen Missouri-Synode in Nord-Amerika, und ihrer Lehrk
der sachsischen Auvswanderung im Jahre 1030 an bis zum Jahre i

(Dresden: Verlag von Heinrich J. Naumann, 1885), ppe 91ff., and Theo.

Blinger, "Die AnfHnge der Mission," part III of "Etliche ZYge aus der
Geschichte der Missouri-Synode," Missouri Synod, Iowa District, Pro-
ceedings, 1901, p. 73.

21In spite of Wyneken's obvious reputation any direct influence he
exerted in developing itinerant ministries in the Missouri Synod lacks
documentation and must be inferred, on the basis of the present study.
Viyneken's great contribution was in drawing attention to the mission
needs of America and in securing aid from various sources in Germany.




L7

funds, both to traveling and to rcsident missionaries.22 By 1848 the
Society had supported seventeen men in seven different states at a
total expense of $1059.00, thus ministering to the needs of some LOOO
people. By 1850 fourteen of these original seventeen men had become
self-sustaining with resident pastorates. Uletween 1848 and 1850, an-
other nineteen men had been commissioned by the Society and three of
these were already supported by the churches they had founded. This
1350 report also listed the number of men who had served during the
past two years by states: <there were five in Maryland, five in Illinois,
three in Indiana, three in Pennsylvania, one in Kentucky, and five in
Ohio. Total disbursements for the biennium had been $2040,00.2>

The Society, though hardly more than an independent auxiliary of
the General Synod as far as official status was concerned, was able to
cormission the men it sent out, usually for a specified period of time
such as one year. Apparently, no doubts or questions were raised over
its authority to do this. As soon as possible, of course, its mission-
aries were to associate permanently with local congregations. The
enterprise seemed to pay for itself almost:

Our experience is that, by an average expenditure of $100, we

can secure the services of a faithful minister in building up

the waste places of Zion for cne yearﬂ and, in many instances,

he requires no help the second year.

By 1853 the General Synod was also able to do something about providing

226eneral Synod, Proceedings, 18145, pp. 80-82.

23:@@‘&' Proceedings, 1850, pp. L5, 47, 51. The 1848 Proceedings
consulted in this study had t.h; same report appended, with identica§
paginatiocii.

2hrpid., 1850 (or 2848), pe L7.
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money directly to churches, for building programs and for paying off
debts and the like. In that year another auxiliary, the Church
Extension Society, was approved at the General Synod convention. It
could lend a maximum of $5000, without interest, to a qualifying
congregation.25 The Home Missionary Society, mearwhile, had fared
so well by 1855 that the members were ready to appoint a special
salaried superintendent.26 However, the position went unfilled for
several years with no taker, and when it was filled finally around
1858 the man who took it quit after seven months, claiming that the
position was really not necded.2! In 1857, thirty-five men were
drawing support: ten in I1linois, five in Iowa, seven in Ohio, six
in Indiana, three in Texas, four in Pennsylvania, one in Michigan,
two in Minnesota, and one in Visconsin.28 By 1859 a grand total of
237 men had been supported by the Society at one time or another
since 18L5 and the Society was at the point of considering work in
San Francisco.29 In 1869 this independent Society was dissolved into
the General Synod and thus home mission work thereafter was officially

incorporated into and administered by the Synod itself,30

2sIbido, PPe ll.3f., :Llll-léo
26Idem, Proceedings, 1855, p. 55.

27Idem, Proceedings, 1859, p. 80.

28]:dem, Proceedings, 1857, p. 55

29Idem, Proceedings, 1859, ppe. 80, 81, It is of interest perhaps
that 1880 was the year that the Missouri Synod's J. M. Bihler began
work in San Franciscoj see below, Ch. VII; pp. 112ff.

BGWentz, op. cit., p. 110.
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How much was the Missouri Synod influenced and perhaps inspired
by the work of these other synods? The idea of an independent auxiliary
organization as a vehicle for carrying on mission work seems hardly to
have occurred to anyone within the Missouri Synod.3l The synodical
literature demonstrates at least some acquaintance with the home mission
endeavors of other bodies. This is particularly true, for example, of
the Indianapolis Synod.32 Later on Missouri began taking cognizance of
the work of itinerants, for example, sent oult by the Wisconsin Synod.33
But the attitude toward Visconsin remained quite critical because of
Wisconsin's associations with mission societies whose orthodoxy was

questionable.ah The same objection was raised against the Michigan

31This is an interesting point which might bte noted for its rele-
vance to another issue., In spite of its congregational polity and
apparent hesitation about committing itself wholeheartedly to a synod-
ical organization, the Missouri Synod seems toc have had sufficient
structural unity and cohesiveness to render the formation of such in-
dependent organizations for the most part unnecessary.

32mere were fraternal exchanges with the Indianapolis Synod which
help account for this., See esp. "Die Synode des Vesten," Der Lutherarer,
IIT (19 September 1846), 11, col. 1 (second edition); "Auszug aus den
Verhandlungen der fiinften jdhrlichen Sitzung der evanﬁ.-lutherischen
Synode von Indianapolis," ibid., VII (29 October 1850), 38f. The
Indianapolis Synod had a Missionsbehbrde, but its functions were cur-
tailed for lack of funds. ILts Missionsprediger, or Missionf#ire, were
not really itinerants, but more on the order of resident missionaries.
In 1850, for example, its mission board gave candidate W. Gustav Polack,
a graduate of the Mission Seminary in Berlin, who later joined the
Missouri Synod, the assignment "den Ort Weisseichen zu besuchen." Ibid.,
p. 39, col. 1.

33E.g., Lehre und VWehre, IV (October 1858), 285.

3L, Lochner and F. Steinbach, "Fisconsinische Angriffe auf ver-
meintliche missourische Eingriffe," Der Lutheraner, XIX (10 December
1862), 59. Cited was the fact that Wisconsin had an arrangement with
the Pennsylvania Synod, a part of the after}utherzschen General Synod,
vhereby it drew money from Pennsylvania's Mission Society for the sup-
port of its pastors. Likewise Wisconsin had associations with such
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Synod missionaries and itinerants.35 Thus the principal objection to
the work of these synods appears not to have had so much to do with the
employment of itinerant ministries per se, but more with the unionistic
and liberal theological principles their employment entailed,

One feature commonly associated with itinerant ministries in the
other eastern synods—the so-called licentiate or licensing system—-—
the Missouri Synod very firmly rejecteds G. D, Bernheim has given a
good description of this practice which had been adopted to meet the

crying need for clergy:

Few ministers came or were sent from Germany, and no university
or college had as yet been established for the education of can=—
didates for the ministry by the Lutheran Church in this country;
it was, therefore, thought expedient to license persons who could
exnort and catechize, to take charge of the vacant churches, at
the same time making it the duty of the ordained ministers re-
siding in the vicinity to administer the sacraments as frequent-
ly as possible in those congregations. These exhorters were
called/catechets;] A course of study was prescribed for them in
Latln, Greek, and theology, to be studied privately or with some
of the older ministerss; as soon as they stood a fair examination,
they were advanced in their ministerial standing and received
license, to be renewed every year, to administer all the ordin-
ances of the Church. They were called candidates, and were
obliged to continue their studies, report their ministerial acts
to Synod, bring a written sermon annually for examination, and,
whenever they passed a good examination on their studies, character
and ministerial usefulness, were solemnly ordained to the gospel
ministry. They were then called pastors, enjoying all the priv=-
ileges of the older ministers. This arrangement was regarded as
an educational one, and not as having established different grades
or orders of the ministry.

unirt mission societies as those of Barmen, Langenberg, Berlin, and

Basel. The Sendlinge it had received were more unirt than old Lutheran.
Cf, ibid., XXI (1 October 186lL), 23, col. 2.

35npie Michigansynode," jbid., XX (1 October 1863), 21, col. 3., At
its last convention the Michigan gan Synod had applied to the Basel or any
other interested evangelical mission society in Germany to send one or
more Reiseprediger.

366. D. Bernheim, History of the German Settlements and of the
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Conrad Bergendoff agrees with Dernheim's analysis that it was "an

American measure and the newer immigration in the nineteenth century
did not take to it."37

( The lMissouri Synod from its very beginning as a Synod stood Solidly
against the licentiate. In fact, even before the organization of Synod
the practice had been observed and denounced by the Saxon theologians,30
It was deemed important enough to be included in two special explanatory
remarks to the Synod's first Constitution. The chief argument apgainst
it was that it detracted from the divine honor of the call. The custom
of accepting a pastor on a probationary basis resulted, it was ex-
plained, from the fact that concregations had had so many unfortunate
experiences with imposters and charlatans, However, the practice was
simply unscriptural and detracted from the divine honor of the office,’

Congregaticns could, of course, depose a minister for false doctrine or

wicked living or for both, in accord with Matthew 18:15-17. Onz of the
purposes of Synod was to provide for and to examine candidates. But ){

the c¢all by the congregation was lifelong (auf Lebenzeit). "MNur ein

" solcher von der Gemeinde ausgehender Beruf ist ein ordentlicher und

Lutheran Church in North and South Carolina (Philadelphia: The Lutheran
Book Store, 1872), pps L26f. Quoted in Conrad Bergendoff, The Doctrine
of the Church in American Lutheranism (Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Press,

1956), pp. 22f.

37 bia. s P» 23. The reference to Bermheim is not given.

38m, Brohm, "Vom ordentlichen Beruf zum Predigtamt," Der Lutheraner
I (5 April 1845), 61f., and ibid., I (19 April 18)5), 65f. (second edi-
tion). Brohm himself denounces the "temporary call," p. 65, but even
stronger is the "Nachbemerking des Herausgebers" (C, F. V. Walther)
vihich immediately follows the article, p. 66,




52

rechtmissiger,"3? In a later article of the Constitution it was specif-
ically stated that so-called licenses would not be issued in the Missouri
Synod, A second explanatory remark at this point claimed that adequate
examination by Synod could accomplish the same purpose, together with
church discipline when necessary, and would be more Scriptural and apos-
tolic. This would also obviate the element of distrust between pastor
and people which accompanied the licensinz system.ho The licentiate was
likewise rejected in the revised Constitution of 185).LL

The official policy of the Missouri Synod seems also to have been

against the trial sermon (Probepredigi, or Gastpredigt). Yet there is

evidence that the rejection of this practice may not actually have been
so firm and strict.}2 But the rejection of the licentiate wmas thorough

and consistent.!t3 The Indianapolis Synod at first observed the practice,

39Dje Verfassung, ppe 5, 113 cf. Der Lutheraner, IIL (5 September
181;63, 3, col, 2, and ibid., III (19 September 1016), 8f. (second edi=-
tion).

WOpse v 8, 12; | IIT (S Septemb
erfassung, ppe 8, 123 cf. Der Lutheraner, 5 September
1846), T, col. 3, and ibid., iII (19 September 18L6), 9, cols. 1f.
(second edition).

U1pie Neue Verfassung oder Constitution der deutschen evangelisch-
lutherischen Synode von Missouri, Ohio, u. 2. Staaten (St, Lowis:
Druckerei der evang.-luthorischen Synode von Missouri, Ohio u. a. St.,
1855), p. 8. A draft of this Constitution also appeared in Der Luth-
eraner, IX (21 June 1853), 1L5-51.

U2This from the fact that Der Lutheraner accepted advertisements
from vacant congregations for prospective ministers to do this very
thing. Ibid., IV (8 August 18ﬁ89, 200, col, 33 ibid., V (9 January
1au3§, 80, col. 3; ibid., V (23 Januvary 18L9), 88, col. 3; ibid., V
(6 February 1849), 95 (all second edition); ibid., X (13 September
1853), 15, col. 3; ibid., XI (19 December 18%L), 71, col. 1{

U3Tpbid., III (9 February 18L7), 69f. Hut of. ibid., III (6 April
1847), B8, col. 3 (second edition). G
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but in 1850 abandoned it,hh Licensees were referred to by Missouri

Synod writers as Miethsprediger and Zeitprediger.hs Gradually the prac—

tice was either abandoned or at least called into question by many of
the synods which had practiced it. These developments were carefully

observed and noted in Lehre und Wehre.h6

The evil features of the licentiate, in other synods often asso-
ciated with itinerant ministries, may have been one factor among a
number which caused skepticism about precedents which had been set by
the other synods prior to Missouri's existence. There is no positive
evidence, it would seem, that the idea for an itinerant ministry was
taken over from earlier patterns and precedents set by these other
bodies. There may have been contributing factors but on the whole
the other synods seem to have had nothing to offer which Missouri

could not have arrived at easily on its own.
The European Mission Societies

Another valid question is whether the Missouri Synod derived any

Whmhid,, IV (16 November 1847), L8 (second edition); ibid., VII
(17 September 1850), 38, col. 2.

hg_@iﬂ-, VII (27 May 1851), 156, col. 2.

Lég,g,, lehre und Wehve, II (November 1856), 3493 ibid., II (Dec-
ember 1856), 378, 379(bis); ibid., III (March 1857), 955 ibid., III
(August 1857), 252; ibid., IIL (September 1857), 28k, 289 ibide, V
(Janvary 18599, 30; Ibid., VI (August 1860), 2513 ibid., VIIL (February
1862), 603 ibid., XV (July 1869), 220. In suz these reports show that
the practice was at one time or another still retained in Phe synods of
East Pennsylvania, Virginia (later rejected), Iowa, Illinois, and tabled
once by the Pennsylvania Synod. Among those rejecting the practice were
the Joint Synod of Ohio, the synods of Wisconsin, Virginia (1ater),
Augustana, and North Carolina.
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impulse for its itinerant ministries from the mission societies such as
vere rather prominent in Germany at this time, The basic idea of the
mission society itself seems not to have occurred to Missouri for possible
use, though there may have been a connection between the German societies
and the auxiliary societies of other synods as have been referred to
above, The objections to some of the German societies on the grounds
that they were unionistic has also been noted above. UNevertheless, in \‘
at least one case, an attempt by one of the German societies to promote i
itinerant ministries in America may have been of consequence for the ‘
Missouri Synod latere. This was the work of VWilhelm Loeche and the missioq['
society of Neuendettelsau, Bavaria, Germany. I

One of the men Loehe sent over (Boten, or Sendlinge) was a lay

colporteur. He was Johann Georg Zwerner U7 His directives, or instruc-

tions, were published in Kirchliche Mittheilungen.U8 Not mich seems %o

be available about his activities other than that he arrived 29 July
18L); in America and at least as late as the end of that year was working
in the vicinity of Columbus, OhioJl9 But Zwerner was at least a possible

predecessor, if any was needed, for one of the itinerant ministries, the

W, a. Polack, Jr., "The Loehe Missioners Outside of Michigan,"
Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly, XII (January 1940), 110f.
K bilography of Zwerner up to the time of his departure from Germany
appeared in the mission journal published by Loehe and Johann Friedrich
Vucherer, Kirchliche Hittheilunggn aus und Wber Nord-America, [II]

(18LL), No. 7, Lcols. ormation in brackets aug lied because
Kirchliche Mittheilungen (hereafter referred to as such) lacks volume
numbers, dates, other than year, and pagination.

8 rpi4., [I1] (18L), No. 8, [cols. 1-il.
U9Thid., [III} (18L45), No. L, [col. L], is a report on Zwerner en-

titled Molunbus." Der Lutheraner, I (11 January 18L45), LO, col. 2 (sec-
ond edition), listed Zwerner among seven men sent thus far by Loehe,
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office of colporteur, employed by the Missouri Synod. Because of the
association between Loehe's men and the Missouri Synod in the earliest
years, it is highly likely that Missouri's leaders were acquainted with
the work of a man such as Zwerner and with the results of his work.
This does not mean, however, that Zwerner was the only precedent the
Missouri Synod had on vhich to pattern its owm office of colporteur.

Another of Loeche's Sendboten, Andreas Saupert, had a set of direc—

tives, also printed in Kirchliche Mittheilungen, which appear to have

earned him the designation of Reiseprediger.so According to these

directives Saupert was to serve an area where he could travel a circuit
outward from a central home point. Interestingly, there are indications
that Loehe may have sensed the implicaticns of this for good church
order and the validity of the call. Instruction 6 read: "Da man nicht
sine titulo ordinirt werden kann, so miissen Sie erst einige zerstreuten
Familien gefunden haben, welche Sie zu ihrem Pastor annehmen WOllen.“sl
Apparently Loehe was concerned that Saupert be properly authorizeé as
soon as possible. This problem, and the method of eolving it, by having
the itinerant associate with some particular group as soon as possible,
vere much the same problem and solution, which the Missouri Syncd faced

later. Saupert arrived in New York on 19 October 18hh52 and made his

5OThJ'.s was precisely how Der Lutheraner, listing him along with
Zwerner and the five others, referred to him while he was still study-
ing in Columbus prior to assuming his duties at Evansville: "Saupert,
als Reiseprediger bestimmt, jetzt noch in Columbus, Ohio." Ibid., I
(11 Jamuary 18L45), 4O, col. 2 (second edition).

Slnginer mehr im Kreise unserer jenseitigen Freunde," Kirchliche
Mittheilungen, [II] (18LL), No. 12, [col. L], The entire Instructions
include cols. 2=7.

521p1d., [ITI) (18L5), No. 1, [col. 8l.
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way to Columbus where he was first to finish his studies.53 He then
accepted a call to Evansville, Indiana, and vicinity. Here he tried
to put his instructions to work. His main church, it seems, was
actually in nearby Lamasco, vwhile he also served an additional five

country churches (Landgemeinden) within a radius of about ten miles

around Evansville.Sh Strife and discord presently broke out in
Saupert's congregation and may have hindered the progress of his
wor'k.55 Eventually he and his church in Evansville became members of
the Missouri Synod.

Although not a great deal is known about the work of these two
Loeche emissaries to America, it is difficult not to conclude that
their work and experiences may have had an effect on itinerant min-

istries adopted later by the Missouri Synod. Reiseprediger Saupert's

directives are particularly interesting from the standpoint of the
pattern they may have set. These two men, Zwerner and Saupert, were
very likely the closest thing the Missouri Synod had to go on for

precedents and a pattern, if indeed it needed any, when establishing

its itinerant ministries. \

531bid., [III] (18L5), No. 2 [col. 7], item 6.
Shibid., [I1T) (1845), No. 11, [cols. 3, Ll, item 28.
S5Polack, Jr., op. cib., ppe 111f.




CHAPTER IV

\

FIRST OFFICTAL ATTEMPT-=THE BESUCHER
The First Besucher

Tne first Constitution of Tne Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod
made provisions for a form of itinerant ministry. Article V, paragraph

8, spoke first of providing doctrinal instruction through a publication,

then conbinued:

Desgleichen hat die Synode sich liber die BedBirfnisse unserer
kirchlich verwahrlosten Glaubensgenossen zu besprechen und zu
Abhfilfe derselben solche tlichtige Minner mit Rath und That zu
unterstiitzen, welche es aus freier christliche Liebe unter—
nehmen, die verlassenen Lutheraner aufzusuchen, um unter ihnen
die Grindung ordentlicher Gemeinden vorzubereiten. Solche Be-
sucher sind zur Ausrichtung ihres Geschifts auszubilden, vor
ihrem Ausgang zu priifen, mit einer Instruction zu versehen und
mit feierlichem Gebet und Segenswunsch zu entlassen. Der Besuch-
ende hat ein Tagebuch zu fithren und dem Prises ausziligliche

Berichte einzusenden, welche dieser der Synode in seinem Jahres-
berichte vorzulegen hat.

These directives were acted upon at the first convention of the
Synod, which met at Chicago in 1847, when Candidate Carl Fricke was

authorized to £ill this position.2 The report read:

1Die Verfassung der deutschen evangelisch-lutherischen Synode von
Missouri, Ohio und andern Staaten, nebst einer Binleitung und erilutern—
den Bemerkung (St. Touis: Wever & Olshausen, 1816), p. 7. Also printed
in Der Lutheraner, III (5 September 18L46), L, cols. 1f. (second edition).

250me confusion has arisen about the correct spelling of Fricke's

hame, resulting from the fact that apparently he changed it himself in
later years to Frincke. See Otto F. Hattstddi, Geschichte des SHid-

Wisconsin-Distrikts der Ev.-Luth. S Synode von Missouri, Ohio und andern
Staaten (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1928), p» 20+
change appears to have been made about the tlme Fricka moved from
Indianapolis to Baltimore. Verhandlungen der vierzehnten Jahresver-
sammlung des Mittleren Districts der deutschen evang.-ﬁuth. §xnode von




58

Auf die Eingabe des Candidaten C. Fricke beschloss die Synode,
denselben als Besucher auszusenden, und ernannte in dieser Absicht

eine Committee zur Entwerfung einer Instruction fiir den Besucher,
die an ihrem Ort mitgetheilt werden wird,.

Carl Fricke had been one of the first two students in the practical
seminary at Fort Veyne, first under F. C. D. Wyneken and later under
Wilhelm Sihler.h The directives for carrying out his office were

spelled out in some detail:

Instruction flir einen von der Synode empfohlenen Besucher

1. Er hat zunlchst die deutschen Ansiedlungen aufzusuchen und
daselbst die Lutheraner zu erkundens auch bei seiner Durchreise
durch englische Ansiedlungen nach einzelnen deubschen Familien
zu fragen und sie zu besuchen,

2. Es liegt ihm ob, die lutherischen Haushaltungen aufzusuchen
and daselbst Nachfrage zu thun:
a, ob die Familien aus Deutschland oder aus dem Osten
Amerika's in den Viesten eingewandert und wie lange sie be-
reits hieér seien;
b. ob der Hausvater und die Hausmutter auch wirklich beide
lutherisch seiens
c. wie viele Kinder und sonstige Hausgenossen vorhanden;
ob alle getauft und wie viele etwa confirmirt seien;
d., ob sie von reisenden Sectenpredigern zuweilen besucht
worden und noch werden, und auf welcherlei Veise, im Fall
des Besuchs, letztere an ihnen handthierenj
e, ob englische oder deutsche Schwarm= und Rottengeister

Missouri, Ohio u. a. Staaten im Jahre 1868 (St. Louis: Druck von Aug.
Tiebusch u, Sohn, 1868), p. 1l. (Hereafter all such official Proceed-
ings of conventions are cited in the following abbreviated forms:
Missouri Synod, Central District, Proceedings, 1868, p. 11.) Cf.
Missouri Synod, Eastern District, Proceedings, 1868, p. 10. Three
spellings, including "Frinke," appear in ¥, H. T. Dau, editor, Ebenezer:
Reviews of the VWork of the Missouri Synod During Three Quarters of a
Contury (Augmented edition; St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House,
1922), ppe 59, 75, 103, and elsevnere., During the period under con-
sideration in this study the name appears consistently as "Fricke."

3Mi§souri Synod, Proceedings, 1847, p. 5. Cf. Der Lutheraner,
IIT (10 August 1BL47), 137, col. 1 (second edition). The report in
Der Lutheraner doss not give the impression that Fricke volunteered.

hDau, OP. .c_ii'l_c’ PDe 593 75
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in ihrer Nachbarschaft regelmissige Predigtplitze haben,

und ob die lutherischen Ansiedler dieselben besuchenj

f. ob und vie viele Katholiken, Reformirte, Unirte u.s.w.

in der Ansiedlung wohnen, und ob diese irgendwie von

Predigern ihrer Confession bedient werdenj

g. ob die lutherischen Ansiedler Bibeln, den kleinen

Katechismus Luthers, gute Gesangblicher und vielleicht alte

rechtgldubige Gebet-, Predigt~ und Erbauungsblicher im

Hause haben u. regelmiissigen Gebrauch davon machen.
Findet der Besucher zwar gute Blicher, aber keinen ordentlichen
Gebrauch derselben vor, so hat er die Leute freundlich zu er-—
mahnen, diese Sch8tze nicht unbenutzt liegen zu lassen, und ihnen
guten Rath zu ertheilen, einen gesunden Hausgottesdienst anzu-—
richten;--findet er dagegen ungl8ubige oder falschglBubige Blicher
im Hause und #iberdies im Gebrauch, so hat er die Leute aus Gottes
Viort zu Uberzeugen, dass solche Blicher wider die heilige Schrift,
mithin der Seele durchaus verderblich seien, also dass, ob Gott
will, die Leute alsdann von dem Gebrauch derselben ablassen.

3. Obige Nachfragen sind natlirlich nicht in der Form eines
Examens, sondern gesprichsweise und mit Vermeidung alles Scheins
der Zudringlichkeit zu thun.

L. Er hat so viel wie m8glich den herrschenden Zustand theils

der verschiedenen Familien, theils der einzelnen Glieder derselben
in geistlicher Beziehung genau kennen zu lernens und hiebei liegt
ihm ob, nach dem VermBgen, das Gott darreicht, mit und nach dem

Vorte Gottes zu lehren und zu ermahnen, wie es die Nothdurft er-
fordert,

5. Es ist seine Pflicht, die Leute mit Ernst und Liebe anzuregen,
das heil. Predigtamt unter sich aufzurichten. Findet er also
einzelne grbssere oder benachbarte kleine Ansiedlungen vor, die
da willig werden, sich einen lutherischen Prediger zu berufen,

so hat er ihnen Anleitung zu geben, wie sie zur Erreichung dieses
Zwecks die geeigneten Schritte zu thun h#tten.--Ist dagegen die
Anzahl der besuchten lutherischen Familien in einem gr®ssern
Umkreise zu klein, um alsbald einen st8ndigen Prediger zu berufen,
so hat er die Leute zu ermahnen, sich an die nichste lutherische
Gemeinde, die einen treuen Prediger hat, also anzuschliessen,

dass sie von letzterem doch dann und wann besucht und mit Vort
und Sacrament bedient werden,—-in der Zwischenzeit aber sich also
zu halten, dass sie Sonntags sich lieber aus einem guten Predigt-
buche erbauen, als die Gottesdienste der Schwirmer besuchen.

6, Er hat die Hausviter zu berichten und anzuleiten, zumal bei
grossen Entfernungen von regelmissig bedienten lutherischen
Gemeinden, die Kinder in TodesnBthen oder sonst dringenden Fdllen
lieber selber zu taufen, als von durchreisenden Sectenpredigern
taufen zu lassen.—Doch hat er auf besonderes Lrfordern seiner
Glaubensgenossen ihnen nicht nur zu predigen, sondern auch ihre
Kinder zu taufen.
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7. Es liegt dem Besucher auch ob, die Kinder, die im schul=-
f8higen Alter stehen, hie und da in einzelnen H#usern, zumal
in den Abendstunden, vorzunehmen, und zuzusehen, ob sie mehre
oder minder lesen k®nnen, vom Katechismus etwas wissen, auch
vielleicht diese und jene guten Liederverse und Gebete, und
insonderheit die heil, zehn Gebote, den christlichen Glauben
und das h. Vaterunser auswendig kbnnen, auch sie selber, soweit
es die Zeit und Gelegenhelt leidet, in den Hauptstlicken des
christlichen Glaubens zu unterweisen,

8. Er hat, vornehmlich, wo er die Kinder verwahrlost findet,
die Eltern ernstlich wnd freundlich zu vermahnen und ihnen dafiir
Anmweisung zu geben, das Unterrichts ihrer Kinder, und zumal in
den Spdtherbst— und Wintermonaten sich anzunehmen, und sie
mBglichst dahin zu bringen, dass sie lesen lernen, und die
Hauptstlicke aus der heil, Geschichte unsers HErrn Jesu Christi,
so wie den kleinen lutherischen Katechismus allmihlig in's
Geddchtniss bekommen,

9. Er hat fir diesen Zweck und auch zur Belehrung der Erwachsenen
eine Anzahl zweckmissiger kleiner Schriften, so wie auch Bilder
aus der h. Geschichte bei sich zu fithren,

10. In der Fihrung seines Tagebuchs hat er darauf zu sehen, dass
seine Aufzeichnung von Zahl, Ort, Umgebung, 8ussern und innern
Verhdltnissen seiner besuchten Glaubensgenossen genau und bestimmb
seien, auch dass er nicht versdume, besondere einzelne Erlebnisse
in Bezug auf den Zweck seines Besuchs niederzuschreiben.

11. In seinem Berichte an den Pr#ses hat er alle zwei lonate
die statistischen Ergebnisse seiner Besuchsreise ganz speciell

einzusenden, aus seinen sonstigen Erfahrungen aber das Vichtigste
auszliglich mitzutheilen.

12, Er hat sich ernstlich zu hiiten, dass er nirgends in ein
fremdes Anmt greife, selbst wo dasselbe von einem Ketzer oder
Falschgliubigen verwaltet wird.

13. Er hat ger Synode Rechnung abzulegen in Beziehung auf seine
Reisekosten,

These directives were never implemented, at least not in the
early years, precisely as their formulators envisioned them. TYel they

are rather significant for the light they shed un early thinking in

5Ll:!.sscuri Synod, Proceedings, 1847, pp. 13f. English translation
in Appendix A, PP 202-205,
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the Missouri Synod about the use of an itinerant ministry and about home
mission work in general. Points (1) and (2) illustrate the common method
for doing home mission work: (1) look for Germans; (2) locate the ortho-
dox Lutherans., These directions also shed light on the thinking that
went into the establishment of this first itinerant ministry: the Be-
sucher was to be principally an explorer. He was himself not even
equipped to function in the full capacity of a minister of the Vord,
The first Besucher, Carl Fricke, was solemnly commissioned (feierlich

entlassen wurde) by the same convention which created his office,6 but

was not ordained into the ministry or installed anyvwhere until he re-
signed the office of Besucher later the same year and accepted a call
to Vhite Creek, near Columbus, Bartholomew County, Indiana.’

The Besucher's main function was to gather advance information
which might lead to the organization of a congregation in a nariicular
area, His pioneer work would enable groups sufficiently large to or-
ganize and to call a regular pastor, in accord with the Lutheran doctrine
of the call and the office of the ministry. The first Besucher was

X
hardly more than a layman himself, working among fellow believers

(Glaubenspenossen), He could preach and teach, distribute literature,

and advise about organizing "reading services" (Lesegottesdienst) and

family devotions, but could perform functions such as baptism only in
emergencies or other extraordinary circumstances, and this only upon

special request., There were to be slight changes in detail as time

6per Lutheraner, ITI (27 July 18L7), 133, col. 1 (second edition).

TIbid., IV (11 January 1848), 77, col. 1 (second edition).
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went on, one being that such explorers would usually henceforth be or-
dained clergymen, but this action of the 1847 convention set the pattern.
Apparently, no special board or commission, apart from the general
mission board which was to deal primarily with missions to the Indians
in Michigan, was designated to look after the affairs of the Besucher,

The only specific directive this general Missions-Commission had about

the Besucher was that its treasurer, in addition to his regular duties
relating to foreign (Indian) missions, was to provide for home missions
also: "Auch hat er die Casse fHir innere Mission in gleicher Veise zu
fuhren,"8

ot a great deal of information about Fricke's travels is readily
accessible., As noted above, he soon accepted a call to a congregation
and had to forsake his position as Besucher. The report at the second
Missouri Synod convention in 1848 stated that he had traveled through
eastern Visconsin, northern Illinois, and a few regions of Indiana and
Ohio. On the whole Fricke's findings had, it seems, turned out rather
disappointingly. Results in northern Illinois and southeastern Wisconsin
had not justified the high hopes which had been held for the church in
these areas.’? He had actually found far fewer German settlements than
had been anticipated. Nevertheless, a few opportunities to meet with
fellow Lutherans and to conduct services had presented themselves,10

The evidence is rather certain that Fricke got at least as far

81\.11‘.slsourj. Synod, Proceedings, 1847, pe. 15.
90. F. V. Walther's presidential address, Missouri Synod, Proceed-
ings, 1648, p. 12. e T

10Ibid. 5 Po 19.
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north as Sheboygan and Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin. Some two years
later August Selle, then in Chicago, was authorized to make a prepara=
tory trip for Candidate Mikolas Volkert to Calumet Village in Fond du
Lac County. Apparently Fricke had encountered opposition from a sort of
a universalistic society in the area. Tvio years later the local people
still recalled, as Selle reported:

Mit grosser Freude erzdhliten sie mir, dass das saubere Kleeblatt

dreier Studenten, die, drel verschiedenen Confessionen angehdrend,

eine Allerweltsvereinigung, oder vielmehr eine "Lichtfreundliche"

Gemeinde wollten, und die unserm lieben Besucher vor zwei Jahren

seinen Aufenthalt dort so verbititert hatten, zerrissen und wenig-

stens in drei Vinde der Velt zerstreut sei.il
It does not seem, however, that Fricke had himself been instrumental in
founding the congregation in Calumet Village which Selle was organizing
and vhich Volkert started serving in 18L9 but soon had to abandon.

It is known that Fricke did keep a diary, as his directives had
stipulated. Otto F. Hattstddt referred to it in his history of the
South Visconsin District in 1928, explaining that it was found quite by
accident in California in 1925, Hattstldt gave no further details
which would assist in learning the present whereabouts of this document,
but his account at least gives an itinerary for Illinois and Wisconsin.

Am 7. Mai machte er sich von Chicago zu Pferde auf und zog liber

Dunkleys Grove und Dutchmans Point [today Niles?] am Michigansee

entlang nBrdlich nach ¥isconsin. Er kam nach Southport (dem

heutigen Kenosha), Racine, Milwaukee, Mequon, Cedarburg, Grafton,

Port “ashington, Sheboygan, Sheboygan Falls, Calumet, Fond du Lac

und von da wmieder sfidlich nach Cedarburg und Grafton und dann

westlich an Vatertown vorbei nach Nashotah, Delafield, Vaterford
und Burlington und gelangte endlich Uiber Vheeling nach Chicago.

114,0ust Selle, "Kirchliche Nachrichten," letter to Walther, Der

Lutheraner, V (21 August 1849), 202, col. 3.

12Hattstddb, op. cit., ps 28. Unfortunately Hattstddt was inter-
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Hattstadt indicates that the diary substantiates the disappointing re-—

sults reported to the convention in 18L8.
Doctrinal Issues Raised

A committee of three was designated at the 18L8 convention to deal
with the report of the Besucher.l3 The committee proposed sending Carl
Fricke out again, even though he had taken a call and was now pastor of
a congregation. If his office could be delegated temporarily to one of
the neighboring pastors near Vhite Creek, Fricke should try to spend at
least two months on this trip. He was alsc to consider the state of
Missouri a part of his field, Moreover, he would have a somewhat differ-
ent status, for it was proposed

endlich dass der Besucher im Character eines Missionfirs ausgehen

mdge, damit er in den einzelnen Ansiedlungen lingere Zeit bleiben
und alsbald Gemeinden griinden k¥nne.

A% this point a doctrinal concern was expressed, apparently raised
by those who opposed letting the Besucher assume more functions of the
ministrys:

Die Fragc nun, ob die Synode zu dem Zwecke fBrmlich zu berufen,
dass er die zerstreuten Lutheraner dieses Landes aufsuche und

sie mit Wort und Sacrament bediene, wurde Cegenstand langer und
vielgeitiger esprechung. VlHhrend einige dieses Recht flr die
Synode in Anspruch nahmen, vurde von anderer Seite darauf auf-
merksam gemacht, dass der Beruf zum Predigeramt unter bereits
Getauften die Gewalt gebe, die Rechte des geistlichen Priester-
thums der Zuh8rerschaft im offentlichen Amte auszuliben, dass daher
eben nur die betreffenden Zuhbrer, entweder selbst oder durch dazu
von ihnen eigens Beauftragte, einen gliltigen Beruf zur Amtsver-
waltung unter ihnen geben kfnntenj

ested only in Wisconsin and does not indicate whether the diary included
places visited in other states, such as Indiana.

13M3 ssouri Synod, Proceedings, 18148, p. k.
Tbid., p. 20.
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The two points of view were temporarily reconciled by agreeing that:

ein Besucher diirfe daher nur so weit sich zur Arbeit unter den

zerstreuten, verlassenen Lutheranern berufen ansehen, als ihm

dazu das Gebot der Ndchsten- und Bruderliebe und der Auftrag

der Synode, diese auch ihr obliegende Pflicht an ihrer staat er-

fillen zu helfen, Beruf gebe.lé
This issue may have been engendered partly as a result of the conflict
which was beginning between the Missouri Synod and the Buffalo Synod.
Roy A. Suelflow has even maintained that the Buffalo Synod registered
a specific complaint about Carl Fricke's activities in Wisconsinj; this
however seems to be an inference.'® The issue voiced in the 1848
convention was principally one which arose from within Synod's own
ranks, though naturally the discussion may have been affected by the
official position Synod had taken in the controversy with the Buffalo
Synod, The controversy with Buffalo may have heightened the interest
shovn in the doctrinal implications of the itinerant ministry, but it

cannot be demonstrated that there was any immediate connection between

the two. The doctrine of the ministry to which the Missouri Synod had

JSIbid.' Emphasis in original.

1650y A. Suelflow, "The Relations of the Missouri Synod with the
Buffalo Synod up to 1866," S. T. M. dissertation, Concordia Seminary,
1945, printed in Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly, XXVIT
(October 195L), 10L. Suelflow cites the same sources as above from
the Missouri Synod Proceedings and, in addition, Grabau's Kirchliches
Informatorium, II (15 July 1652), 3, This, however, postdates Fricke's
activity by nearly five years and is against Missouri's home mission
work in general, with no specific mention of Fricke., Grabau equated
the term missionary with apostle and was therefore contending that the
office no longer existed as such in the church. This is not the only
evidence for a general antipathy on the part of J, A, A. Grabau toward
mission work; cf. Der Lutheraner, VIII (30 March 1852), 125f. It is
more likely, however, that Grabau's doctrinal standpoint influenced
his attitude toward Missouri's practice than that the practice resulted
in a critical attitude toward Missouri's doctrine.




66

committed itself would have raised questions about the itinerant
ministry, regardless of the course of the debate between Buffalo and
Missouri.

Another problem which beset the Besucher enterprise very early in
its history was of a more practical nature. Carl Fricke's first
travels had come to an end when he accepted a call to the White Creek
congregation, Sending out an unordained, unattached condidate had
proved impractical. In 1848 a new tack was tried--that of commission-
ing a man who already was pastor of a congregation who would then try
to take a "leave of absence" if it could be worked out with his con-
gregat.ion.17 As already noted, the lot fell again to Carl Fricke for
this position. In addition two other pastors were named: J. F. Blinger
of St. Louis was made a Besucher with activities to center in Cincinnati,
Ohio, and for the western settlements Adam Ernst was to cover especially
the states of Illinois, Missouri, and Iowa. As it turned out none of
these three men was able to get away from his congregation. Fricke
appears never to have even seriously considered this second appointment.
Later in 1848 a replacement was found for Biinger and Ernst when the St.
Louis Pastoral Conference commissioned Friedrich Lochner as Besucher to

make an exploratory trip into Towa and parts of Illinois.18

17mhe "leave of absence" or "vacation® method was employed, for
example, as early as about 1825 in the Ohio Synods C. V. Sgegglayétate
History of the Evangelical Lutheran Joint Synod of Ohio and Other g
{Golumbus: Lutheran Book Concern, 1919), pps 139f, Cf. above, Che ILL,

pp. L2ff.

18"Protokoll der St. Louis )Diz;rikbs-qPredig?r-Conferg;m,“ %‘el
Lutheraner, V (1l November 1848), L5, cols. 1f. (second edition). Cf.
Missouri Synod, Proceedings, 1849, pp. 8, 1l.
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Some nine years later, in an essay to the 1857 convention of Synod
urging the establishment of an itinerant ministry, August Selle would
explain the early failures of the Besucher plan:
In einem Falle war der Besucher, weil nicht berufener einer
Gemeinde, nich bevollm#chtigt, alle Amtshandlungen zu verrichten,
was seiner Viirksamkeit hindernd in den Weg trat, und zudem wurde

er schon nach gar kurzer Zeit durch einen festen Beruf an eine

bestimmbte Gemeinde aus dieser seiner urspriinglichen Wirksamkeit
herausgerissen.

Then, referring either to the second type of itinerant as a whole or
possibly to Lochner specifically, he would add:

Ein zweiter Reiseprediger unsrer Synode war schon Pastor einer
Gemeinde, so dass er nur einige Male dieselbe zeitweilig ver-
lassen konnte.l?

Hence nof;; single factor accounts completely for the virtual failure of
Synod's first effort at the itineracy. The doctrinal issue was perhaps
partly to blame. This in turn, since it more or less dictated the form
of itineracy adopted by Synod, may have led to its practical failure.
In other words, there may have been too much doubt and uncertainty
about the validity of the position to make possible the whole-hearted
support and interest which it needed to keep the enterprise alive.
Then, too, the first Besucher had brought back a rather discouraging
report. Bubt before the effort was allowed to lapse completely for a

time during the 1850's at least one significant success was recorded.
Lochner's Exploration into Iowa in 1848

In its session of 13 October 1848, the St. Louis Pastoral Confer-

IQAugust Selle, "Beilage K. Das sogenannte Evangelisten-Amt,"
Missouri SynOd, Proceediﬂga, 1857, Pe 107.
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ence, in view of the failure of the appointed pastors Blinger and Ernst
to carry out their directives, authorized Pastor Friedrich Lochner of
Pleasant Ridge, near Collinsville, Illinois, to make an exploratory
trip into Iowa and portions of Illinois. His directives mentioned
Quincy, Burlington, Bloomington, and if possible, Galena and Dubuque,
An appeal for pastoral services had been received from Quincy. Lochner
vias ready to go provided his congregation gave its permission. The
conference resolved to send a letter to his congregation requesting the
necessary permission and to ask the president of Synod, Valther, to see

to it that Lochner's expenses were provided for out of the synodical

treasury.20

Lochner, in letters addressed to VWalther written enroute and

published in three installments in Der Lutheraner, reported on his

travels and findings in some detail, This appears to be the first
published account of an officially authorized itinerant of the Missouri
Synod. It is worth reviewing at some length, mainly for the light it
sheds on emerging methods of carrying on such mission work.

Ieaving St. Louis 7 November 18L48, Lochner proceeded by steamboat
up the Mississippi River to Galena, Illinois, where he arrived 13
Hovember. In his letter he expressed his personal regrets that while
on board the boat he had been unable to preach effectively when he )<
had the opportunity because he knew so little English. In Galena he

had been referred by Walther to a contact, Tischlermeister Neefe,

formerly of Altenburg, Missouri, but the man had only recently moved

20tppotokoll der St. Louis Distrikts-Prediger-Conferenz," op. cit.,
P. 16, 00150 1’ 2.
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again to Wisconsin. Upon further inquiry Lochner was directed to a E
recently arrived German pastor by the name of Behrendisj he however
was Reformed. Nevertheless, Lochner and Behrendts had a gentlemanly
discussion. Behrendts was being supported by the American Home (_e'y_x_-
heimischen) Mission Society. He referred Lochner to a pastor by the

name of Flury in Dubugue, which was next on Lochner's itinerary,

Arriving in Dubuque Lochner followed this advice, but his visit was
poorly timed: Flury's wife was on her deathbed, Vhen Lochner inguired
about Lutherans in the vicinity and further north, Flury's response
was anything but pleasant. As a result, Lochner determined not to
venture any further north, and now turned toward Davenport.2t
Lochner's second letter was mainly a description of his trip-—-and
its discomforts and hazards--by stage from Dubugue to Davenport. His
traveling companions were an Irish Catholic and an educated American
freethinker. In Davenport he began by walking the streets, listening
for the German language. Having successfully made a contact by this
method, he was directed to the elder of the local German congregation
which consisted of some 200 families from Holstein. These people,
however, and particularly their school teachers, proved to be rather
too much under the influence of German rationalism to suit Lochner.

This became especially apparent when he attended a funeral with them

2lyp, Lochner, "Briefe des 'Besuchers' (einheimischen Missionars)
der deutschen eve-~luth. Synode von Missouri, Ohio u. a. St. an den
Redakteur," letter to W[alther], from Dubuque, Iowa, 16 November 1848,
Der Lutheraner, V (6 February 15149), 93f. (second edition). An account

of Lochner's itinerary is given in Geo. A. W. Vogel angh;n'alteghi;czendt,

Seventy-Five Years of God's Grace: A History of The Lutheran —
Ssourl Synod in lowa, 1879-195L (Ogden, Iowa: Ogden Reporter Print,

195L), pp. 10-1h.
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in a neighboring settlement. Nevertheless, they had invited him to
preach for them and he had accepted. This second letter was written
the Saturday evening prior to this service,2e

Under date of that Sunday, 19 November, Lochner described his
preaching engagement among these Holsteiners. Someone had tried to
hinder his preaching by seeing to it that the courthouse door remained
locked that morning. Fortunately, the local Presbyterians saved the
day by lending him their building for that afternoon. About this time
Lochner found out that there was a Lutheran pastor in the community, a
Holsteiner and brother of one of the teachers. The people did not seem
too interested in this man, vhom Lochner identified only as "St." They
wanted a polished,A well educated man and one who would agree with their
inclinations toward religious indifference. Apparently this "St." did
not meet these requirements, and himself was hesitant to undertake
orzanizing a congregation for the same reason that Lochner despaired
of success in such an effort.

Lochner tried to organize a congregation, but without success. A
small group seemed interested, but felt that they would have to have
support from the Missouri Synod until they were larger. Lochner re-
ported that this had possibilities, since more immigrants were due to

arrive soon.23 Meanwhile, he resolved to move on to Bloomington,

22Lochner, op. cite, letter to W[alther], from Davenport, 18 Novem=
ber 18148, De: Lutheraner, V (6 February 18L49), 9Lif. (second edition).

23Such support, though mentioned here, hardly seems to have been
considered as a possibility by Synod as a body. Lochner may have had
in mind the private solicitations common in Der Lutheraner for aid for
indigent congregations.
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Towa.2l
Vhile in Bloomingbon Lochner made a side trip for a few days to
Towa City. There he met a widow, who related the distasteful experi-
ences she had had with spiritual vagabonds, but who nevertheless was
interested and gathered some friends to let Lochner conduct services.

For want of a ILutheran minister she had been forced to attend Meth-

odist services, and her daughter had recently even joined the Meth-
odist church, From Iowa City Lochner also visited a settlement seven
miles distant, vhere he distributed literature and preached. 4 man
in the commnity took Lochner's and Walther's addresses, asked for a
Synodical constitution, and expressed interest in organizing a congre=
gation. Lochner urged the establishment of a more or less regular
itineracy:
Vie nothwendig wHre es, dass diese wenigen Leute durch einen
reisenden Prediger unserer Synode von Zeit zu Zeit besucht wlirden,
damit sie nicht ganz entfallen "von des rechten Glaubens Trost,"
und so endlich mit dem Stddtchen ein lutherisches Gemeinlein
erbllhte, das gewiss mit der Zeit wachsen wilrde, da Iowa City
seiner Lage nach sich in kurzem wohl bedeutend vergr8ssern wird.
Meanwhile the Methodists and Roman Catholics were reaping the harvest.
Bloomington had an Evangelical pastor, a brother of the Pastor Ries in
St, Louis. This apparently was the reason Lochner did little work

there and soon left. He did not want to create the jmpression of

causing Winkelschleicherei, and being a rival missionary, even though

Ries was not an orthodox preacher.25

2l1,0chner, g_g. cit., letter to W[alther], from Davenport, 19 Novem-
ver 1848, ibid., V (20 February 1849), 100 (second edition).

251 ochner to Walther], from Bloomington, 26 November 1848, ibid.,
V (20 February 18L49), 100f. (second edition). For this attitude Toward
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Aftor a sooﬁy steamboat trip from Bloomington to Burlington, Lochner
first looked up a watchmaker to whom someone in Bloomington had referred
him, This man turned out to be a freethinker, but had the courtesy to
direct Lochner to other Germans., There was a congregation which had
been served by an Lvangelical pastor in Burlington, and was now being
served by a product of the Rauhe Haus in Hamburg named Eppens. Eppens
was a surly, unpleasant sort of fellow, "Als ich ihm das mir von der
Synode mitgegebene Empfehlungsschrieben zeigte, Yusserte er, dass ein
Jjeder Landl8ufer sich selbst ein solches ausstellen k¥nne," and before
Lochner had even suggested any such thing, Eppens forbade the use of his
church, scornfully giving Lochner "permission" to preach to those who
were not his members. Lochner debated for a while whether to remain
and was finally prevailed upon by some who did not care for Evpens to
stay and preach for them, HMeanwhile, in a second encounter, Eppens
behaved somewhat more socisbly and, when the time for Lochner'!s service
came, was even present himself, After the service the people held a
meeting to discuss the organization of a true Lutheran congregation.
Lochner seemed to think that the prospects for this were good in
Burlington.26

From Burlington Lochner went by stage-—on the trunk, in a snow

heterodox ministries, see also the twelfth of the "Instructions for the
Besucher," p. 60 above, and the sixteenth of the twenty-eight theses on
The Reiseprediger, Western District, Proceedings, 1865, op. 6Lf, This
hesitation apparently applies only to active proselytization of souls
already committed to the care of a minister, orthodox or heterodox.

26Lochner to Walther], from Burlington, 28 November 1848, Der
Lutheraner, V (20 February 1859), 101f, (second edition).
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storm--to Keokuk., On the return trip over the rugged terrain, he later
learned, this same stage had an accident and several people were injured.
In Keokuk he met the brother of a man he had met in Burlington, both of
whom were from his own home town of Nirnberg. He preached in Keokuk,
then for some Bavarian settlers out in the Busch, to vhom he had been
referred by the tovnspeople, and in Warsaw, Illinois. In both cities the
people were enthusiastic about organizing congregations. Several of the
people from the Busch wanted to go along with him to Warsaw so that they
could hear him preach again as long as he was still in the area.
Lochner's proposal in this report was that one man should serve the
entire area: Warsaw would be the Pfarrsitz and Keokuk, which showed
less prowise for growbth, the Filiale. He abandoned his plans to visit
Quincy, because he had learned that two Lutheran pastors were already ac-
tive there. This concluded his itinerary.27

Friedrich Lochner was perhaps the most successful Besucher, or
explorer, sent out, even though little in terms of permanent results
came from his work, After Lochner the Besucher as an official appointee
of Synod or of a group within Syncd soon passed out of existence. If in
the years following 1848 such explorations continued, they were limited
largely to men acting on private initiative, and without venturing
nearly so far afield, It was to be some time before Synod or a constit-—
uent part of Synod, as such, would again commission an official appointee
such as Friedrich Lochner had been. Yet Lochner's experiences in 1848

were typical of a technique for home mission work which was to become

271ochner to VW[alther], from Keokuk, 5 December 1848, ibid., V
(20 March 18L9), 116f. (second edition). oy
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standard procedure in later years., His letters shared many features
common to the later reports: the first thing the exploring pastor did
was to look for Germans, then more particularly for Lutherans (EEESEE X

lieben Glaubensgenossen), and ultimately for pure, confessional Luther-

ans. Aside from purely physical hazards and distresses, the greatest
foes he encountered were sectarian denominations, religious quacks,
frontier materialism, religious syncretism, or just plain indifference.
In many respects Lochner's trip was unique, and wiould remain so. Yet
there were features of his work which shared in and perhaps contributed
toward the over-all development of an emerging home mission methodologye.
Interest in a synodically appointed itinerant would flag and the Eesucher-
amt would be abandoned; but Friedrich Lochner in November and Tecember
of 1848 had demonstrated that an exploratory itinerant ministry was
possible and that certain benefits could result from it.

Lochner's efforts were not, apparently, altogether withcut imme-

diate results. Some four months after his return, Der Lutheraner was

able to report that a parish consisting of Varsaw, Illinois, and Keokuk,
Towa, had been supplied with a pastor, A condidate from the German
province of Holstein, Dr. [?] Stibolt, had passed an examination' for
entry into the ministerium of the Missouri Synod and, having accepted
the call to Viarsaw and Keokuk, had been ordained by Pastors Valther and
Biinger at Trinily Church in St. Louis, 28 March 18L9. Stibolt was most
likely the Lutheran minister Lochner had unexpectedly met in Davenport

and whom he identified in his report merely as "St,"28

281p34., V (2 April 18L9), 127, col. 3 (second edition). The iden-
tification is an inference from circumstantial, but by the same token

44444444_________________;*444444444J---lllllllllllllllllllllllll
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No really permanent results were obtained, however, from Lochner's
exploration, even in Keokuk and Warsaw., lowa was to remain virtually
virgin territory for the Missouri Synod for a nwrber of years to come.
Not until 1856 was there to be a regular pastor of the Missouri Synod
stationed in Towa—Heinrich Gr¥tzel in Bremer County-—and he for only
about two -years.29 Efforts with lasting resulis had to await the en-
deavors of August Selle from Rock Island, Illinois, in 1858 and 1859,

and the arrival of Friedrich D8scher in Iowa City in the fall of 1859.30
The End of the Besucheramt

At the third convention of the Missouri Synod, in 1849, the failure
of Blinger and Ernst to make journeys was reported, but encouraged perhaps
by Lochner's pinch-hit performance, two men were again named to fill the

positions. And again, Carl Fricke was one of the men nominated. He was

rather substantial, evidence: The first two letters of the name agree;
in both references he is said to be a Holsteiner; his ordination follows
closely upon Lochner's contact with himjy he accepts the call of a parish
organized by Lochner and in the same general area as Davenport, Pre-
sumably Stibolt had remained reluctant to try organizing a congregation
in Davenport. Cf. ibid., V (20 February 18L49), 100, col, 2. But vhat
became of Stibolt, as well as of his new parish, seems to present a
mystery. The only other reference to him encountered in this investi-
gation was a notice of ordination, similar to the one in Der Lutheraner,
in Missouri Synod, Proceedings, 1849, p. 7. Neither notice of his
ordination identified him by first name., The Proceedings of the same
convention at which his ordination was reported, and which met 6-16 June
1849, did not list him among members—present or absent—of the synod-
jcal ministerium. This was less than three months after his ordination.

29Der Lutheraner, XIIT (7 April 1857), 135, col. 3; ibide, XV
(22 March 1859), 127, col. 3. R

307p4d,, XIV (27 July 1858), 199, cols. 2f.; ibide, XVI (13
December 1859), 71, col, 2, See below, Ch. VII.
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to visit Cincinnati, vhile the second nominee, Pastor J. M, Johannes
of St. John's congregation, Sulphuy Springs (Arnold, or Beck), Missouri,
vias to go to the wmestern states. A written request for permission was
to be submitted by the Synod to their respective congregations. In
addition, this report on home missions also mentioned a potential mission
field in New Orleans. As a result Synod empowered the vice-president
to send the next capable candidate who wiould come from Germany to New
Orleans in order to try to organize a congregation there. This report
also, more so perhaps than previous such reports, concerned itself with
matters of supplying vacant congregations and examining candidates. It
was decided, in view of the pressing needs, to hurry along the examina-
tion of more advanced pupils at the Fort Vayne seminary. This problem
of supplying enough pastors for existing congregations seems to have )(
become the overriding concern at this time in any consideration of home
mission work,3t

As it turned out, neither Fricke nor Johannes were able to dis=-

charge the duties committed to them at the 1849 convention. Apparently,

31345 ssouri. Synod, Proceedings, 1849, p. 1l. Three "accelerated"
candidates were mentioned: Eirich, Stubnazi (Stubnatzy?), and Volkert.
An interesting account is given in Der Lutheraner, V (21 August 18L9),
201~-203, by August Selle of how he ordained and installed Wolfgang
Stubnatzy at Coopers Grove, Cook County, Illinois, and made an explora-
tory trip to Calumet, Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin, to prepare for
Nikolas Volkert's call and ordination there., In this capacity, Selle
vwas acting on the order of an itinerant, organizing a congregation
vhere none really existed previously and no regular call had been
issued, He also stopped off at Neu-Holstein, Wisconsin, on his return
trip to Chicago to explore the possibilities there. Volkert was or-
dained in Chicago, an agreement Selle had made with the new congrega-
tion in Calumet in order to save on traveling expenses for the ordain-
ing clergymen. The efforts in Calumet soon had to be abandoned, ibid.
VI (23 July 1850), p. 192, cols. 1f. (second edition).
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no suitable candidate was found for New Orleans, either.2 However, a
substitute had been found to go to Cincinnati, Ferdinand Sievers of
Frankenmuth, Michigan. In Cincinnati, Sievers found that one pastor,
The A, J. Wichmann, was protesting against unionistic practices and had
left his former Zion congregation to organize the new Trinity congrega-—
tion. Other than the close association Sievers had formed with Wichmann
and the fact that the mission potential among the numerous Germans of
Cincinnati was great, Sievers had little to repor'h.33

Although no one had been able to venture into the western regions,
J. He Ph, GrHbner of Frankentrost, Michigan, had also done some mission
work in the vicinity of Lansing and Grand River, Michigan. In Lansing
he had encountered indifference and had learned that the Germans in
Grand River were Catholics, so he had returned home dri.sap;uoint‘-ed.B,4

Again at the 1850 convention the main concern was for supplying
enough candidates and for caring for newly arrived immigrants. Three
resolutions were passed. The first was that a "Church Directory"

(Kirchlicher Viegweiser fir einwandernde Lutheraner) be published, which

would warn of the dangers of America's sects, give a brief explanation
of their identifying marks, and tell where teachers and congregations
of the pure Confession were to be found. Secondly,

Anstatt der bisher alljlhrlich ausgesendeten Reiseprediger sollen

zwel Co;ggrteure, einer in N. Orleans angestellt werden, denen
zugleich zur Pilicht zu machen, sich an solche Minner in Hamburg,

323 ssouri. Synod, Proceedings, 1850, p. 20.

331bid., ppe 20f., Vichmann was once associated with the
Indianapolls Synod, later joined Missouri.

3brpide, pe 2L
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Bremen und Havre zu wenden, die willig sind, ihnen von uns iber-
sandte kleine Tractate u.s.w. unter den Auswanderern zu verbreiten.

Finally, each individual pastor was urged to make it his business to
work for the extension of the church in his own area, by preaching,
distributing literature, and so forth. This would ease the over-all
burden so that no one pastor or congregation would have to do all the
viork, would spare the Synodical budgelt traveling expenses, and would
obviate the difficulty that mission congregations were often left too
isolated, with no mother congregation to depend on.35

The early idea of an itinerant ministry, the Besucher, gradually
was abandoned during the 1850's. For one thing the traveling distrib-
utor of literature, the colporteur, was tried as a replacement. This
position did not require the services of an ordained clergyman, The
stress during this period was on filling the congregations which al=-

ready existed—meeting the existing needs, not looking for new oppor-

351bid., Pe 21. This raises the broader issue of the best policy
and method for carrying on home mission work in general: Is this best
left up to individual initiative at the local congregational level, or
can a group of congregations such as a Synod do effective work from its
level by sending out full time missionaries-at-large and other workers?
The Missouri Synod answer to the question has probably been a combina-
tion of both, although particularly in the early years the burden re-
mained on the initiative of individual pastors and the local congrega-
tion. This type of mission work, particularly in cities, has aptly
been named the "fission type of expansion," with congregations starting
of'ten with "branch schools," which in turn became affiliated congrega-
tions and ultimately independent congregations. This type of mission
work was less effective, however, on the frontier with its greater dis-
tances. See August R. Suelflow, "Historic Patterns of Lutheran Settle-
ment and Outreach," The Lutheran Parish in an Urbanized America with
Special Reference to the Vissouri Synod, ed. by Ross P, Scherer, Fii-
Teenth Yearbook, Lutheran Education Association (River Forest, Illinois:
L, E. A., 1958), pp. 32f. Suelflow quotes Sharvey G. Umbeck, "The
Bocial Adaptations of a Selected Group of QermanAbackgro?nd Protestant
Churches in Chicago," unpublished Ph. D. dissertation, Divinity School,
University of Chicago, 1940, pp. 17f. See above, Ch, II, pp. 30ff.
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tunities. Toward the middle of the decade prime attention in synodical
meetings went to the division of Synod into the four districts. The
185]; synodical Proceedings contained no references at all to itinerant

ministries.




CHAPTER V
THE COLPORTEUR
Gustav Pfau

The fourth convention of The Lutheran Church--fissouri Synod,
vhich met in 1850, resolved not to send out an itinerant clergyman, or
vhat had been commonly referred to as a Besucher, but instead to create
two positions as lay colporteurs. One of these men should work in the
area of New Orleans, distributing literature among newly arrived immi-—
;:rants.l This marked the beginning of the second basic type of itin-
eracy employed by the Missouri Synod to meet the rapidly expanding
home mission fields especially 91".‘ the frontier. The colporteur, based
ch an idea which seems to have been quite common already in Europe and
was also being employed by such agencies in the United States as the

American Bible Society,? was a traveling distributor of literature.

]’Vierter Synodal-Bericht der deutschen evangel.-lutherischen
Synode von Missouri, Chio, und andern Staaten vom dahre 1851 [sic;
read 1850, the title page is in error) (St. Louis: M. Hiednerschen
Buchdruckerei, 1851), p. 21. Hereafter all such official Proceed-
ings of conventions are cited in the following abbreviated form:
Missouri Synod, Proceedings, 1850, p. 21.

2August R, Suelflow, "Historic Patterns of Lutheran Settlement
and Outreach," The Lutheran Parish in an Urbanized America with Special
Reference to the Hissouri Synod, ed. by Ross P, Scherer, Fifteenth Year-
book, lLutheran Education Association (River Iorest, Illinois: L. E. A.,
1958), ps 29. Tor evidence that the Missouri Synod, at least later on,
knew of the activity of such agents in Germany, see Lehre und Wehre,
VI (February 1860), 63; ibid., XIV (June 1868), 198." For recognition
of such activities on the part of the American Bible Society, see ibid.,
VIT (March 1861), 9k; ibid., XV (August 1869), 253. - v
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The colporteur did not need to be an ordained clergyman, although
a clergyman might function as a colporteur. The position was probably
adopted by the Missouri Synod nartly because regular clergymen vere not
available for the exploration of new areas and this was a function which
could be performed almost as well by a layman, The decision to employ
colporteurs may perhaps also have resulted in part from the scruples )<
certain members of Synod were having about the right of Synod tc¢ com-—
mission regular clergy as itinerants. A regular clergyman, it was
thought, should have a valid call from a local congregation; no such
restriction would ncccasarily accompany the use of a layman nor would
he have the problem of to what extent he was qualified to perform such
functions of the public ministry as the administration of the sacra-
ments, This question about the use of regular clergy had been raised
already at the second convention of Symod in 1848.3

The 1850 resolution met with failure, however, because no suite
able candidates were available for the positions. The plan was nod

to be abandoned on this account. The following year, at the 1851

3See above, Ch, IV, pp. 6Lf. That the transition to the use
of the lay colporteur was a concession to these doctrinal scruples is
also the impression gathered from Theodor Blinger's 1901 essay surveying
home mission work to that time: "Einiger frchteten [in 18k8], dass die
Synode nicht das Recht habe, Reiseprediger in der Yeise anzustellen,
wie es jetzt [1901] geschieht. Sie meinten, dass unter Getauften nur
diese selbst das Recht hitten, das Predigtamt unter sich aufzurichten.
Man hatte damals eben nicht allseitig bedacht, dass, sobald ein Prediger
in eine Ansiedlung kommt und die Leute damit zufrieden sind, dass er
predigt, und sie nicht schon Pfarrkinder eines andern sind, ein solcher
Prediger von ihnen den Beruf hat. So hatte man mun einen Colporteur
beauftragt, wn Erkundigungen einzuziehen und nach dem Gebot der Liebe
Rath zu ertheilen." Theodor Binger, "Die Anflnge der Mission," Part
IIT of "Etliche Zlige aus der Geschichte der Missouri-Synode," Missouri
Synod, Iowa District, Proceedings, 1901, pp. 81f,
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convention, Pastor Th. J. Brohm made a proposal whercby he and his

congregation in New York City would employ a candidate who had fin-
ished his preparation for the ministry. le would apparently assist
Brohm and work on the side as a colporteur. NHo further specifications
for the office were given. Synod would need only to assume the expense
of provliding a place for the man to preach and living quarters for him,
But in this case, too, nothing came of the proposal, because no such
candidate was available.t So far as is known this proposal was one of

the few, perhaps the only, of such plans for a colporteur vhich in-

volved the services of a man trained as a regular clergyman.

Thus after repeated failure to effect a plan to have colporteurs
in both New York City and New Orleans, the idea of placing one in HNew
York was given up and it was decided by the 1852 convention to concen-

trate more on the western regions and to call a colporteur for this

purpose:

Hr, Custav Pfau aus New York wurde als ein dazu passender kann
vorgeschlagen, bestens empfohlen und zu den gegenwdrtigen Sitz-

ungen [in Fort Vayne, Indiana] per Telegraph eingeladen. Er
erschien, libernahm das ihm angetragene Amt und die Committee,

welche mit Verabfassung der Instruction fiir den Colporteur und
dem Verzeichnisse der zu colportirenden Biicher beauftragt worden,

legte ihre Arbeit vor.
This was followed by the directives for Mr. Pfaus

1. Der von der deutschen evangelisch-lutherischen Synode von
Kissouri, Ohio, u. a. St. angestellte Colporteur hat die Auf-
gabe, vorn#hmlich predigerlose deutsche lutherische Nj.eder-
lassungen und Haushaltungen aufzusuchen und ihnen Bibeln, Ge=
sangblicher, Katechismen und alle solche Exbauungs— und Gebet-
blicher zum Kauf anzubieten, welche die Genehmigung der Synode
hierzu erhalten.

hMissouﬁ Synod, Proceedings, 1851, pp. 13f.
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2, Daneben ist es geine Pflicht, die Leute mit Ernst und Liebe
anzuregen, das heilige Predigbamt unter sich aufzurichten.

Findet er also einzelne zr8ssere oder benachbarte kleine Ansied=—
lungen vor, die da willig werden, sich einen lutherischen Prediger
zu berufen, so hat er ihnen Anleitung zu geben, wie sie zur Er-
reichung dieses Zweckes die geeigneten Schriitte zu thun h#tien.
~—Ist dagegen die Anzahl der besuchten lutherischen Familien in
einen grdsscren Umlareise zu klein, um alsbald einen stindigen
Frediger zu berufen, so hat er die Leute zu ermahnen, sich an

die ndchste lutherische Cemeinde, die einen treuen Prediger hat,
also anzuschliessen, dass sie von letzterem doch dann und wann
besucht und mit Wort und Sacrament bedient werden, in der Zwisch-
enzeit aber sich also zu halien, dass sie Sonntags sich aus einem
guten Fredigtbuche erbauen und nicht die Gottesdienste der Falsch-
gldubicen und Schwirmer besuchen,

Ueberhaupt hat er unseren Glaubensgenossen allen guten Rath zu
ertheilen, im Sinne der evangelisch-lutherischen Kirche, wie z.
B, der Hausgottesdienst einzurichten, wie der Unterricht der
{inder zu betreiben, wie die Nothtaufe zu verrichten sei.

3. Sein Arbeitsfeld begreift die westlichen Staaten in sich,
wohin der Strom der deutschen Einwanderung vornehmlich sich er-
gilesst; insonderheit hat er sein Augenmerk auf Visconsin, das
nordwestliche Illinois wnd Iowa zu richten.

te Lr hat von Zeit zu Zeit dem Prises der Synode lber den
Erfolg seiner Virksamiceit Lericht abzustatten und auch aus sonst-
igen Erfahrungen fiber die kirchlichen Verh8ltnisse der von ihm
besuchten Gegenden das liichtigste auszliglich mitzutieilen,

5. Er hat der Synode Rechnung abzulegen, sowohl in Hinsicht auf
den Verkauf der Bﬂgher und Traktate, als auch in Beziehung auf
seine Reisekosten.

Gustav Pfau had been a member of the Saxon immigration vnder

Martin Stephan to Perry County, Missouri, in 1838. He is best known
as a painter of some skill. Though hardly among the top-ranking theolo-
gical minds among the Saxon laywen, Pfau seems to have possessed enough

knowledge and a personal piety to fit him rather well for the position

6

5M’issouri Synod, Proceedings, 1852, pp. 2Lf.

64 vrief biography of Pfau appears in Ludwig E. Fuerbringer, Persons

PG .,
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Beginning in the fall of 1852 Custav Pfaun worked for about one
year. Apparcntly no published report of his activities in any great
detail ever appeared.? At the 1853 synmodical convention it was reported
that Pfau's activities had centered in Visconsin, particularly among re-
cently arrived Prussian immigrants. Only Milwaukee was specifically men—
tioned. Not much hope had been held for erecting orthodox Iutheran
churches among the often indifferent, unionistic, or atheistic Prussians,
but Pfau's report was less discouraging than even he had anticipated it
might be. He had done some of his most effective work among these

Prussians:

Hier hat er auch die meisten und besten seiner Blicher abgesetzt,
besonders Luthers Postillen und Catechismen, L8he's SaamenkBrner
n.[s.w.] und wlirde namentlich von des Hrn. Prof. Walthers Buch
von Kirche und Ambt eine nicht geringe Zahl verkauft haben, hitte
er damit von Anfang an versehen werden k8nnen. lehrere Glaubens-
genossen haven schon in Folge der Wirksamkeit des Hrn. Pfau um
Prediger gebeten und erhalten, und Herr Pfau wlrde sicher mehr
gewirkt haben, wenn nicht Hindernisse mancherlei Art zu lber-
winden gewesen wHren. Im Ganzen unbekannt mit den Niederlassungen,
konnte er keinen bestimmten Operatiocnsplan entwerfen, dazu kam,
dass sein Terrain so gross war, wdhrend von den amerikanischen
Colporteuren nur immer kleine Strecken bereist werden, in deren
Mittelpunkt sie ihre Yohnung und ihre Blicherniederlage haben.
Ferner fehlte es im Anfange dem Colporteur an dem nBthigen
Verrath von Bﬁcléer, das Pferd des Colporteurs war in schlechtem
Zustande V.S.V.

Pfau was not personally present at this convention. The report con-

tinued with a promise that more particulars would be shared in an

and Events (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1947), ppe 9L-96. He
died in 188l while serving as a Hausverwalter at the Springfield seminary,
according to his obituary, ler Lutheraner, iL (1 March 188L), 37, col. 3.

TIn his presidential report for 1853, F. C. D. Fyneken promised
such a report, but this scems not to have matcrialized. Missouri Synod,

Proceedings, 1853, p. 16.
81pid., pp. 35t
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article in ler Lutheraner and continued with Pfau's future plans. |

Herr Pfau befindet sich gegenwdrtig auf sciner letzten Tour in
Wisconsin, MNach Beendigung derselben gedenkt er, so Gott will,
das n8rdliche Illinois zu durchziehen, und dann bei Herannahung
des Winters sich nach S5t. Louis zu wenden., Damit wird er wahr-
scheinlich seinen Colporteurberuf beschliessen und das Amt einem
andern lassen, da er nach seiner Natur nicht im Stande ist, dem-
selben 1l8nger vorzustehen,

Pfau's intention to resign elicited the suggestion that it would be good
for him to consider studying for the ministry, in view of his experience
and training as well as his natural aptitude, HNothing specific was done
about a successor. Synod wanted to settle accounts with Pfau.

Die Synode hilt dies flir Iirn., Pfau flirs Beste, wird durchs Prisidium

(dem Bberhaupt die Sorge flir die Colportage Ubertragen worden) seine

bisherige Stelle besetzen und seine bisher gehabten Auslagen ihm

s8mntlich ersetzen lassen. Auch soll derselbe, in Bertcksichtig=

ung seiner grossen Sparsamkelt und Aengstlichkeit, die Syncde mit

Ausgaben {ilr seine Bediirfnisse zu verschonen, fiir seine Person :
ausscrdem eine Gratification von 54 Doll, 20 Ct. erhalten, welche t
Surme Herr Bergmann aus der Blcher-Casse der Synodal-Casse offerirt j
hat. Auch soll Hexrr Pfau sein jetaziges, nicht gut flir seinen Zweck

passendes Pferd verkaufen und ein geeignetes anschaffen, in Hinsicht

der Kosten fiir seinen eigenen Bedarf aber nicht so 8ngstlich sparsam

Seino

The perquisite given Herr Pfau was exactly half of the surplus of $108.L0

vhich the synodical book fund showed for that year.m Pfau had also re-

ceived some support from private gifts from individuals and congrega-

tions, L g
Following Pfau's year of service no successor seems to have been

found for him and the plan was allowed to lapse for several years. As

9Ibido’ Pe 36.
loIbid., Pe h30

ey Lutheraner, IX (19 -July 1853), 168, col. 1; ibid., IX (28
September . 1852), 2L, cole 2.
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noted above, the praesidium of Synod was charged with the responsibility

for finding a successor but apparently failed.
Literature for the Colporteur

Note should be made at this point of efforts to produce literature

of the type colporteurs and itinerant missionaries might use. The

Missouri Synod was not unaware of the activities of such agencies as

the American Bible Society. The question of relations with this organe
ization had been raised already at the 1850 convention. The answer

then had been that under certain conditions it was not wrong to use
their merchandise, but the idea was also brought up that it would be
advantageous for the Lutheran church to have its own Bible Societ‘y.l2
The revised constitution of 185l demanded a renunciation of participa-
tion in all heterodox tract and mission endeavors.l3 Though critical

of the unionistic features of such societies, Synod remained aware of
their activities and was known tc nhave been supplied by such a societ_v.lh

In 1856 the Vestern District offered readers of Der Lutheraner the

"first Lutheran tract." Patterned after the type published by Methodists,

12313 ssouri Synod, Proceedings, 1850, pp. 28, 29.

13D:l.e Neve Verfassung oder Constitution der deutschen evangelisch-
lutherischen Synode von Hissouri, Ohio uU. a. Staaten (St. Louls:
Druckerei der evang.-lutherischen oynode von Missouri, Ohio u. a. St.,
1855), article II, section 3, p. 3. This Constitution also appeared
in Der Lutheraner, IX (21 June 1853), 1L5-51.

JLE.g., see the article submitted by F. C. D, Vyneken on the ac-
tivities of the American Bible Society, its budget, distribution of ma-
terials, and number of agents for 186l-1865, "Die amerikanische Bibel-
gesell schaft," Der Lutheraner, XXII (1 February 1866), 85. In 1856
the Eastern District resolved to thank the Strassourg Tract Society for
the large number of tracts it had received, Missouri Synod, Eastern Dis-

trict, Proceedings, 1856, p. 28.
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it was a reprint of an article which had appeared in the previous issue
of Der Lutheraner on vhy a Lutheran could not unite with a United, an
Evangelical, or a United Reformed-Lutheran congregation. It was in
pamphlet form, in partial color, and sold two for five cents, to be had
from teacher Eduard Roschke in St. Louis, the Viestern District treas-—
urer.15 Apparently, however, it was not until 1873 thal another such

uniquely Lutheran tract could be produced.16 Heanwhile, Der Lutheraner

itself is known to have furnished Reiseprediger with convenient pleces

of literature to distribute. Certain issues may have been specifically
designed for such pm:poses.l7

Beginning in 1853 Bible societies were organized within the Missouri
Synod., 4 meeting of "Der deutsche ev. lutherische Central-Bibelverein
des Viestens" was called for 22 September 1853 at Immanuel Church in St.

Louis.18 Soon thereafter Der Lutheraner printed the full constitu~

15uEin lutherischer Traktat," Der Lutheraner, XII (12 August 1856),
207, cols. 2f. The article reprinted, "Warum sich kein Lutheraner bei
seiner Seelenseligkeit an cine 'unirte,' oder 'evangelische,' oder auch
'vereinigt reformirt-lutherische?! Gemeinde anschiiessen darf," was in
ibid., XITI (29 July 1856), 193-97.

16'.[1'1e president of the Evangelical Lutheran Tract Society announced
that at length a second tract had been published, Missouri Synod, Western
District, Proceedings, 1873, p. 87. Vhether this means that it was the
"second" since the first one in 1856 is not clsar. Casual investigation,
hgwever, does not reveal any further such productions between 1856 and
1873,

17,g., F. DBscher was distributing issue number 2l of Der Luther-
aner, Vol. XVI, in Benton County, Iowa, during 1860, DBscher's "Bericht
fiber innere Mission," Der Lutheraner, XVII (25 December 1860), 7h. The
issue he was using is an example of one vhich seems to have been spscial-
1y designed for such purposes, ibid., XVI (10 July 1859). Another pos-
sible example might be ibid,, XXIII (1 September 1866), 1-8.

lsIbid., X (13 September 1853), 11, cols 1.
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tion of the society, now officially entitled, "Die deubsche evangelisch-
lutherische Central-Bibelgescllschaft flir Missouri, Illinois und Iowa,"
The society had been founded 2y May 1853. It was to have an agent, four
cormissioners, and four collectors in Ste. Louls. The manifestly poor
were to be given lew Testaments gratis. Colporteurs might receive stock

on credit if they needed iter? The first agent, vhose notices began

appearing in Der Lutheraner the following spring, was teacher Otto Ernst,
address care of Dr. Walther in St. Louis.20

The designation "central" signified that the society intended to
be the parent organization with a number of awxiliary organizations
(Zweipe) in outlying areas. In time other central societies were organ-
ized. One for Wisconsin, Michigan, and Canada, in Detroit, was in exist-
ence in 1855.21 At first the society in Fort Wayne was a branch of the
one for the north in Detroit.®? In 1858 it requested the status of a
central society.23 A society for the Eastern District, at Baltimore,

vias formed in 1862.2h Vhile not directly related to the subject of itin-

19n1ntherische Bibelgesellschaft," ibid., X (9 November 1853), L1f.

205, ., ibid., X (1 March 185L), 120, col., 1; ibid., X (23 May
185L), 160, col. 2. Ernst's position as "igent und Schatzmeister" seems
%0 have led him into other areas of religious book sales, ibid., X (29
July 1854), 200, In 1859 a number of St. Louis enterprises suffered when
he suddenly absconded, ibid., XV (22 February 1859), 111, col. 2; ibid.

XVI (l October 1859), 32, col. 23 ibid., XVI (18 October 1859), L0, col. 1.
2lrhid., XTI (3 July 1855), 183, cols. 2f.
221p1d,, XIV (20 October 1857), 39, col. 2.

234 ssouri Synod, Central District, Proceedings, 1858, p. 26. Cf.,
Der Lutheraner, XV (28 December 1858), 79, cols. 1f.

2lyts ssourd Synod, Eastern District, Proceedings, 1862, p. LO. Cf.
Der Lutheraner, XIX (17 September 1862), 1L, col. 3.




89

erant ministries, these Bible societies were probably of some importance

to the itinerant in that they provided him with Bibles and other litera-

ture at a nominal price, often on credit.25
The Later Colporteurs

Gustav Pfau's services terminated soon after the 1853 convention
of Synod, Vhen the ninth convention of Synod met in October of 1857,
three years after the division of Synod into districts, it was reported
that the Vestern District had already had a colporteur at work for a
year and a half. He was Mr. Friedrich ILange of St. Lou:i.s.26 A fuller
report entitled "Beilage L"27 and signed by J. F. Blinger was appended
to the Proceedings. Lange was perhaps a member of Biinger's Immanuel
congregation in St, Louis. He is reported to have still been in the
publishing business later on.zB Blinger's report stated that he had

volunteered (ein Freiwilliger Colporteur) and at his own expense (auf

eipene Kosten).

Mit einem Beglaubigungs- und Empfehlungsschreiben von einem
derzeitigen Beamten der Synode versehen, fuhr Hr. Lange in
seinem Wagen nach Illinois und machte zunlchst eine Reise durch

25uDje deutsche eve-lutherische Central-Bibel-Gesellschaft fiir
Missouri, Illinois und Iowa zu St. Louis, Mo.," Der Lutheraner, XVIII
(27 November 1861), 57, cols 2

26“Colpor'beur der westlichen Districts-Synode," Missouri Synod,
Proceedings, 1857, ps 59

27Tpid.. In the body of the Proceedings the Beilage was mistakenly
referred to as "K."

281". Lange was one of the five men with stock in the St, Louis
printery who offered it to Synod at the 1869 convention. Walter A,

Baepler, A Century of Grace: A History of the Missouri Synod 1847-
e o o e e Wousts 10177 Tv 1500
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einen Theil von Madison County. Ermuthigt durch den guten Lz
folg seiner ersten Reise wniternahm er eine andere und hat so im
verflossenen Jahre mehrere gemacht, Obschon die ganze Zeit, die
in anderthalb Jahren auf das Colportiren verwendet worden ist,
zusamengenommen kaum ein Vierteljahr betrdgt und ausesr &inem
Theil von St. Louis nur ein County, das besagte Madison County,
und zwei andere deutsche Niederlassungen in der l8he davon be-
sucht worden sind, so ist doch die Blicherzahl, die verkauft wurde,
nicht unbedeutend,2d

By actual count he had sold 968 books—-over a thousand if the many
smaller writings were counted—at a retail value of $506.25. This in-
cluded 139 copies of the Bible and the New Testament, 100 of Luther's

Hauspostille (both the New York and Berlin editions), 27 copies of the

Book of Concord, 80 of Luther's Small and Large Catechisms, 23 of Arnd's

Vahres Christenthum, 210 copies of prayer books by Luther, Arnd,

Habermann, Stark, and Lbhe, 30 cories of a Luther biography, and a
consigmment of Lutheran Hymnbooks, writings of Timotheus, Heinrich

Miller, Scriver, and so forth, a number of Luther's Schatzkiistlein

from the New York Tract Society, expositions of the Vater Unser, and

Honigtropfen. Biinger admitted that many of these would have been

acquired by the people regardless of Lange's activities, but argued
that many more were sold this way. He wanted Synod to recognize Lange's
work, grant him further authorization as a colporteur, help him procure

reasonable books, and give him a Gratifikation to help cover the cost

of his horse and wagon.3o

The Western District at its convention the following year urged

293, F. Bunger, "Beilage L. Bericht fiber die Colportage im
westlichen Distrikt der Synode von Missouri, O. u. 8. St.," Missouri
Synod, Proceedings, 1857, p. 109.

30n34., pp. 109%,
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Mr, C., Kerckhof, delegate from Zion and St. John's congregations in
Jefferson County, Missouri, to assume the duties of colportage for
Missouri. It is not known whether Mr. Kerckhof accepted this propo-
aition.Bl The same convention ruled that colporteurs should receive
books published by Synod on the same terms as book dealers.

Either the records were silent on what colportage activities
there may have been in the ensuing years or the explanation is that
not mich was done., In some areas this type of work was again carried
on by the Reiseprediger following the revival of this office in the

late 1850's,32

By 1865 Friedrich Lange was again the officially recognized col-
porteur of the Vestern District. The District's convention of that
Yyear resolved to help him by paying for a wagon for him. The money
was to come out of the home mission fund., Pastor Brohm was designated
to select materials for Lange to distribute, He would work in the
country during the summer season and in St. Louis during the 1‘!5.:11:9::'.33

Inspired by the example of the Vestern District, the Eastern

3Ly ssourd Synod, Western District, Proceedings, 1858, p. 35. Cf.
August R. Suelflow, The Heart of Missouri: A History of the Western
District of The Lutheran Church—iissouri Synmod, -195L; (St. Iouis:
Concordia Publishing House, 195L), P. LO.

32Oma example is the report of J. Jacob Hoffmann, who had an
itineracy more or less the result of his own initiative in the vicinity
of Wausau, VWisconsin. Hoffmann reported that he had sold $25.00 worth
of books, half on credit, and had to send for more., J. Jacob Hoffmann,
"Reiseprediger-Bericht," Der Lutheraner, XVIII (30 October 1861), LS,
col, 1, Hoffmann's first initial is incorrectly given as "G."

33 ssouri Synod, Western District, Proceedings, 1865, p. T2.
This is the same convention which held a long discussion on the doc-
trinal issues raised by the office of Reiseprediger and then commis-
sioned C, F. Liebe in this capacity.
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District later the same year empowered a three man cormittes on
colportage to find a suitable man for this purpose. He was %o work

mainly in the New York City area. A maximum of $300 could be devoted

to this ‘pllI'_DOSG.Bh Nothing seems to have come of this proposal, hove

ever. Presently the District entered other areas of home mission

work in the New York City area and elsewhere.35 Mearnwvhile considera-=
tion was also being given by the general Synod to placing an immigrant
missionary in New York City, who could also serve as colporteur.36
Vhen the immigrant mission got under way officially in 1869, colportage
became one of its important features.

In the 1866 Viestern District convention Friedrich Lange gave a
report on his activities and a new name appeared, Mr, J. Umbach.>! At
the general synodical convention of 1869, both Lange and Umbach re-
ported., Umbach had made two trips, one into Wisconsin and the other
through the southern part of Illinois and into Missouri. lSales had
totalled $2,803.25. In recognition of his efforts he was to receive
$25,00 per month for the time spent as a colporteur of Synod. Friedrich
Lange was again working on a voluntary basis. Between 1867 and 1869 he
had sold $2;22,00 worth of bocks. He was thanked for his service of
love., Somewhat later, the same convention proposed that he be made the

official synodical colporteur and be salaried accordingly. Synod re=-

3hMisscuzi Synod, Eastern District, Proceedings, 1865, p. 6h.
35For initial considerations, see ibid., p. 60.

3633 ssouri Synod, Proceedings, 1866, p. 89.

3TMissouri Synod, Western District, Proceedings, 1866, p. 7h.
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solved to leave it up to the committee on publications (Committee
fr Drucksachen) whether a second salaried colporteur could be em=
;:J.o:)red.B8

From about this time on the position of colporteur seems gradu-
ally to have been abandoned. The synodical treasurer's report for
1872-187) still listed an expenditure of $349.25 for colportage.3? As
late as 1879 yet, in the Eastern District, Mr. H, Rolf was appointed
official colporteur for the District's congregations.hg Mr, Rolf's,
hovever, was hardly an itinerant appointment in the same sense as the
earliest colporteurs, who were often also explorers. HNo further ref-
erences to colporteurs were discovered in this investigation.

It is rather difficult to assess the activities of the colpor-
teurs, especially in terms of results. As Binger was willing to ad-
mit, much of their literature would have gotiten into people's hands
even wvithout their work. Yet many of these people might not have taken
the initiative to acquire this same literature. The idea of supplying
Buch religious literature to families isolated on the frontier and
deprived of the regular services of a clergyman certainly had merit.
In some cases the colporteur was also able to lend spiritual counsel
and to advise families about carrying on devotions and establishing
reading services (I.esegottesdienste) in the interim until a regular

pastor would be available. Finally, one of his most important functions

385 ssourd Synod, Proceedings, 1869, p. 10L.
3% ssouri Synod, Proceedings, 187k, p. 86.
lloM.-i.ssouri Synod, Eastern District, Proceedings, 1879, p. 67.
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was that of serving in the position of a synodical contact man, to

keep synodical officials posted on movements of Lutherans on the
frontier, and to alert them vhen a group was large enough to support
a pastor of their own. Like the Besucher before him and many of the

early Reiseprediger in general, the colporteur was an explorer. His

office as such was only a partial answer to the crying spiritual needs
of the American frontier. But still the colporteur served an important
function, spotting these needs, making initial contacts, and paving

the way for a regular, pcrmanent shepherd and flock.

——————— g S R S



CHAPTER VI
REVIVAL OF THE ITINERANT MINISTRY
Resumption of Interest

A revised constitution was adopted by the Missouri Syned in 185L,
mainly to permit the necessary changes for dividing the Synod into
four regional districts. To the jurisdiction of the general (allge-
meine) Synod remained the work of "innere Mission in den Staaten Nord-
amerika's, {iber welche sich keine der Distrikbtssynoden erstreckt," as

well as that of foreign missions (Heidenmission) which at that time

meant missions to the American Indian.l In due time this provision
lost its original meaning as virtually every area of the United States
fell under the jurisdiction of one district or another. Yet the gen-
eral Synod as such maintained an interest through the years in the work

of home missions. Meamvhile, the 185k Constitution directed that

districts had the responsibility to meet the opportunities for home
mission work within their boundaries, to provide candidates for vacant
congregations, and to support poorer congregations so that they could
have the repular services of a minister.? The new Constitubtion pro-

vided for a Heidenmissions-Commission, but no board or cormission

Ipie Neue Verfassung oder Constitution der deutschen evangelisch-
lutherischen Synode von Missouri, OBio, U. a. Staaten (St. ILouis:
Druckerei der evang.=-lutherischen Synode von Missouri, Ohio u. a. St.,
1855), p. 5. Reference is to Article IV, Section B. The text of this
Constitution may also be found in Der Lutheraner, IX (21 June 1853),

1’45"51.
zgig Neue Verfassung, pe 6 (Article IV, Section C)e

B - —— o e
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specifically for home missions.3 Convention assemblies wiere directed
to discuss the necessary measures for carrying on home missions in
their jur'lsdictions.h The only provision for financisl matters was
that district treasurers were to remit surplus funds not expended for
foreign or home missions within the district to the treasurer of the
general Synod.s Such was the basic organizational machinery provided
to meet the ever increasing needs of the church on the American fron-
tier,

Indicative of a reawakening interest in establishing some kind
of an itinerant ministry to meet these needs was the second convention
of the Vestern District vhich met in 1856, For one thing President
G. A. Schieferdecker brought up the subject in his annual report. He
had visited a2 congregation in Palmyra, Missouri, which was so small
that it was having difficulty supporting a minister of its own.
President Schieferdecker commented:

Meine Besuchsreisen benutzte ich gleichfalls dazu, etliche Ge-

meinden aufzusuchen, die theils von Predigern unserer Synode

bedient worden waren und nun lngere Zeit predigerlos waren,
theils als neugebildete Gemeinden um Prediger nachgesucht hattens

was mich auch aufs neue. an das dringende Bedlirfniss eines Reise-
predigers erinnert hat.6

3Tbide, ppe 9, 11 (Article V, B, 1, d and V, B, 5).
bmbid., pe 11.
5Tbid., pe 1

6Verhan.dlungen der Zweiten Sitzungen des was;iicheg ngtricts
der Deutschen Evang.-Luth. Synode von Missouri, Ohio und andern
Staaton, im Jahre 1856 (St. Louis: Druckerei der evang.-luth. Synode
uri, Ohi 12, Hereafter all such of-
von Missouri, Ohio ue a. Ste, neds)y pe 124
ficial Proceedings of conventions are cited in the following abbre-
viated form: Missouri Synod, Vestern District, Proceedings, 1856,

p. ]2. 6‘
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The same 1856 Western District convention had in attendance a
guest, Pastor J. R. Moser of the Tennessee Symod,! who apparently
sparked a discussion about similar matters. The question he put be-
fore the assembly was vhether it was better to serve as large a circle
as possible of scattered members with occassional care and services,
or to concentrate on a small area and serve it well. Moser called
attention to the fact that in the eastern synods pastors had already
become accustomed to serving multiple parishes. Vith the westward

movement this was becoming all the more necessary. The answer given

him was:

Als allgemeiner Grundsatz wurde aufgestellt, dass man seine

Kraft so wenig wie mbglich zersplittern diirfe, wenn man hoffen
wolle, mit Gottes Hilfe etwas Tlichtiges zu leisten. Die Viel=-
geschiftigkeit sei nicht zu loben, und ginge immer Nachtheil,

Das Bedienen won L, 6, ja mehr Gemeinden, oft nur in Folge des
sch#ndlichsten Geizes, sei unverantwortlich, wenn man anderweitige
Hilfe haben kbnne, weil dabei zu viel Nothwendiges versBumb
werden misste., Doch habe man freilich auch die Pflicht, sich

der zerstreut wohnenden Glieder, so viel dies ohne Vernach-
l8ssigung des Nbthigen geschehen kbnne, anzunehmen.

Had not Paul enjoined Titus to ordain elders in the cities?

Es sollen also nach gbttlicher Ordnung die Pfarrer in ihren Ge=-
meinden wohnen, deren sie wohl 2 oder 3 benachbarte bedienen
nbgen, dann aber wo mBglich immer mit Schullehrern zur Seite,
wogegen auf einem Felde von 5, ja 10 Gemeinden, wie es sonder-
lich im Osten oft getroffen werde, blutwenig ausgerichiet
vierden kbnne,

If this was not done, the discussion continued, so that the Lutheran

TIn order to encourage relations between the Tennessee and the
Missouri Synods an exchange of guest representatives at conventions
had been arranged, Pastor Th. J. Brohm of New York City had attended
a Tennessee Synod convention in 1854 and the Tennessee Synod had re-
sponded by delegating Pastor Moser to attend the next meeting of the
"Western portion" of the Missouri Synod. Der Lutheraner, XI (2
January 1855), 77f.
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Church could take proper root in America, it would lose its identity and
its clear confessional principles and would remain Lutheran in name only.
There was a danger, some felt, in spreading one's effort too thin., Pas-
tors would lose the necessary personal contact required for effective
Seelsorge and souls would be lost to the sects. Stress should be on
quality, not quantity, the delegates decided in effect., "Dies sei aber
nicht wohl anders zu erreichen, als durch foritgesetzte treue Arbeit in
den einzelnen Gemeinden." Yet the same Seriptural injunction that
seemed to favor the establishment of a resident ministry might also be
internreted in favor of a type of itineracy:

Im Blick auf obige Stelle heiliger Schrift [Titus 1:5] wurde der

Yunsch ausgesprochen, auch unter uns ein Evangelisten-Ambt, wie es

im Anfang der christlichen Kirche bestanden, aufzurichten, dami®

wir so auch unserer Pflicht, die zerstreuten Schaafe aufzusuchen

und zu sammeln, recht nachkidmen, whhrend dann die Pastoren ihres

Antes in den Gemeinden garteten. Diese Sache wurde mit Ernst der

Synode ans Herz gelegie
Thus even apostolic injunction and practice were sufficiently ambigudus
to justify no really decisive answer to the problem Hoser had posed.?

Ferdinand Sievers! Exploration and the Beginnings
of Vork in Minnesota

The Northern District convention of the same year 1856 was like-

wise not silent on the subject of home missions. Its deliberations,

8"Vom Bedienen vieler Gemeinden—Evangelistenamt u.," Missouri
Synod, Viestern District, Proceedings, 1856, pp. 35f.

91% is passages such as the above quoted vhich have led Carl S,
Meyer to conclude: "Circuit riders were used and Reiseprediger were sent
out. The Lutheran tradition demanded, however, an emphasis on a resi-
dent ministry." Carl S. Meyer, "Lutheran Immigrant Churches Face the
Problems of the Frontier," Church Histo XXIX (December 1960), LL8.
Meyer cites the 1856 Western District discussion on p. LlLbe
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however, were less concerned with theoretical implications and more with
getting the job done. Several different areas were mentioned as poten-
tial fields. Vhat was then known as Canada West (Ontaric) was one, but
it was decided that this province, except for a few places more acces—
sible to pastors from Michigan, belonged to the jurisdiction of the
Eastern District.l0 there possible the Michigan pastors should make
trips from time to time into Canada and their congregations were re-
quested to make the sacrifice their absence would create., California
was a second possibility, but work there was deemed impossible for want
of men and means.ll

The best field, it was decided, was the Territory of Minnesota.
Pastors from the Northern District could easily reach it and many Luther—-
ans from eastern congregations were already settling there, It was re-
solved, consequently, "einen Prediger des Distrikts zu einer wo miglich
noch im Laufe dieses Sommers anzutretenden Erkundigungsreise nach
Hinesota [gic] zu beauftragen, dem Distriktsprises aber die Wahl der
geeigneten Person zu Ubergeben." The convention met 21-27 May 1856,
By the time the Proceedings were printed a suitable man had already
been picked, for the secretary added as a footnote: "Unter der Vor-
aussetzung, dass die Gemeinde zu Frankenlust uond Amelith sustimmen und

ihren Prediger flir einige Zeit zu missen bereit sein werden, ist Herr

1043 gsouri Synod, Northern District, Proceedings, 1856, p. 22.

11Ibid., Pe 23. Apparently the question of to whose jurisdiction
such a Tar off state belonged had not yet been settled. This also seems
somewhat out of line with the principles of the revised Constitution,
gee above, Pe 95' The general SynOd’ of course, had not yet met since
the division into districts,

. B
e — v ———
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Pastor F, Sievers hiezu bestimmt worden."1? Sievers? trip was to
serve a combination of two interests: Indian and home mission work.
Later that year a serics of letters written by Ferdinand Sievers,
reporting on his experiences and addressed to Prof, C. F. ¥, Walther,

appeared in Der Lutheraner. The first two were principally about

Indian missions. But in the first one he did mention that during his
present stay in the Minneapolis-St, Paul area (his letter was datelined
"Anthony Falls") he was trying to gather German Lutheran families to-
gether to organize a congregation, He did not seem overly hopeful,
hovever, since he was finding that most of the Germans there were
Roman Catholics. His address was to be St. Paul until 7 September,
vhen he was planning to roturn home,13

Sievers submitited a full report on his home mission efforts later,
upon returning to Frankenlust. On the way back from the Indian reser-
vations in the vicinity of Crowing (sic) and Mille Lac, he had tried
first at St. Cloud. But he had found no German Lutherans-—only "Amer-

icans" and Roman Catlwl:l.cs.lh In Minneapolis and St. Anthony Falls he

1243 ssouri Synod, Northern District, Proceedings, 1856, p. 23.

Ferdinand sievers to C. F. W, Valther, from [St.] Anthony Falls,
(linnesotal, 21 August 1856, Der Lutheraner, XIII (9 September 1856),
1U)f, Sievers, together with Hissionary Miessler and interpreter Gruet,
had just returned to the Twin Cities area from an exploratory trip to
the vicinity of Crowing (sic), which he described as about thirty miles
west of Mille Lac, Migsouri Synod officials were exploring this area
because the Indians there, the Chippeways (sic), were the same tribe
and had the same language as those at the Synod's earlier mission at
Bethany, Michigan, and vicinity. Sievers urged that two candidates be
gent to this new field. The second letter was devoted almost entirely
to Indian mission matiers; F. Sievers, "Bericht Uber eine Missionsreise
ins Minnesota-Territorium im August und September 1856," part one, ibid.s
XIII (10 February 1857), 99-101, ;

Uine designation "American® becomes rather common in reports by
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had better results. He found a few German families who considered them-
selves Iuther:n, and after determining that they subscribed to the
Lutheran Confessions, he held two services for them, with Holy Communion,
and baptized a child, Then he also visited outlying areas of the Twin
Cities, particularly the settlement of Corcoran. Sievers' dominating
concern, at least from what he wrote in his letters, appears to have
been for the confessional standpoint of the people he met. Fearing
rationalistic influences among them, he was especially cautious about
vhether or not they could be communed.15 At length he was able to
organize a small congregation in Minneapolis and St. Anthony Falls,
with outlying areas to be served as branch churches, if a pastor could
be found.16

In St. Paul, vhere Sievers next went, a Lutheran pastor, a former
Buffalo Synod member by the name of [F. W.] Tier, had been carrying on

works But because of the poverty of the flock he had gathered, Vier

the itinerants, signifying that entire segment of the population gener-
ally which was not German. Other national lines seem to occur quite
rarely. "Germans" were further subdivided as to their respective re-
ligious convictions.

153ievers may have been somewhat unique in this respect, that he
included the administration of the Sacrament of the Altar in his minis-
trations at such a preliminary stage. Unless he was simply being care-
less about chronological sequence in his report, it seems he adminis-
tered Lord's Supper before a congregation had been formally organized.
If this is correct, it would lend support to the belief that the doc=-
trinal implications of the itineracy never loomed so large in the
Northern District as they did, for example, in the Western.

16Ferdinand Sievers, "Bericht iber eine Missionsreise ins Minnesota-
Territorium im August und September 1856," part two, ibid., XITII (2L Feb-
ruary 1857), 109-111. This entire report is reprinted in H. Meyer, The
Planting Story of the Minnesota District of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod
of Missouri, Ohio and Other States (MinneapoliS: N.Pe, 1932), pPpPs 19-29.

eyer gives further identification of some of the places mentioned by
Sievers.
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vas nov forced to farm on the side in order to make a living., Sievers
told them that the Missouri Synod was willing to propose a candidate T
for them, if only they would subscribe to pure doctrine, From their
point of view this was evidently not the real problem; they wanted to
know whether the Synod could help support the man, Sievers was forced
to tell them: "Auf Unterstlitzung mit Geldmitteln aus der Synodalcasse
aber kbnne sich unsere Synode nicht einlassen, da es die Pflicht einer
Jeden Gemeinde selbst sei, ihren Pastor zu erhalten,"17
Leaving St. Paul, Sievers made a circﬁit to the south which in-
cluded Shakopce, Chaska and Carver County, Henderson, and Prairiemond
(g’j-_c_). In this last-mentioned town he tried to organize a congrega=-
tion, but met with strong resistance from the sects and unionists, par-
ticularly the Herrnhuter. At length a small group in Prairiemond did

declare its willingness to subscribe to the Augsburg Confession and

asked for a pastor and a proper Lutheran church constitution., Sievers'
next destination was St. Peters. Enroute he met a farmer from near

Le Seur who expressed some interest in organizing a church in his area.
Sievers! next stop was Farribault (sic). There he found that whatever

Germans there were in the area were scattered throughout the country-

171bid., p. 111, cols. 2f. Forty-five years lator, and the year
before the Synodical Church Extension Fund was created, Theo. Blinger
would quote this exact passage with apparent surprise and, in effect,
.would admit that Synodical thinking and policy on this subject had un-
dergone a change. Theo, Blinger, "Die Anfnge der Mission," part III
of "Etliche Ziige aus der Geschichte der Missouri-Syncde," Missouri
Synod, Iowa District, Proceedings, 1901, p. 82. A possible inter-
pretation of Sievers! remark—-namely, that synodical support for congre-
gations violated the principle of congregational autonomy--seems never
to have been seriously maintained, however. Yet this whole issue of
support might be considered at least incidentally along with other
problems raised by the itineracye.
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side, so he made his way on to Cannon Falls, Caught in the Busch at
nightfall, he spent the night with a family of the ubiquitous "Americans."
The next morning he located a German family and had morning devotions
with them, Because there was no hope of assembling any sizable group
in this area, he urged the family to affiliate with the closest Lutheran
congregation. They related to him how once already they had almost been
fooled by a Methodist preacher who had posed as a Lutheran, until thé></
tracts he passed out had exposed him. Passing through Cannon Falls,
Sievers made his way to Red Vilng, on the Mississippi, waere he had al-
ready stopped off four weeks previously. lere again the main problem
vas the lMethodists. Upon securin:; pledges to the Lutheran creeds and

the Augsburg Confession from the people in Red Wing, Sievers held

services, again with Holy Communion. Before he left Red ¥ing, the

group there had also announced their desire to form an orthodox Lutheran

congregation. Sievers arrived home in Frankenlust 25 September 1856,18
At least one more or less immediate result of Sievers'explbratory

trip may be mentioned here, lﬂ congregation was organized at Carva

(sic), Carver County, Minnesota, and called a candidate from the practi-

cal seminary in Fort Wayne. Candidate F, W, Kahmeyer was ordained by

We S, Stubnatzy with the assistance of W, G. Polack at Thormton Station

(Coﬁpers Grove), Cook County, Illinois, on 19 August 1857 and the fol-

lowing day was on his way to Minnesota,1?

laFerdinand Sievers, "Bericht liber eine Missionsreise ins Minnesota-
Territorium im August und September 1856," part three, Der Lutheraner,
XIII (10 March 1857), 116f.

g, s. Stubnatzy, "Kirchliche Nachrichten," Der Lutheraner, XIV (8
September 1857), 15, cols. 1f. Cf. Missouri Synod, Proceedings, 1857,
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August Selle's 1857 Essay

The practical result of the 1856 Northern District convention was
_the exploratory trip of Ferdinand Seivers. The result of the discussion
at the Vestern District convention the same year was a follow up on its

suggestion of a so-called Evangelistenamt at the general synodical con=

vention the following year. For at the 1857 general convention Pastor
C. August T, Selle, at that time in Crete, Illinois, delivered a signi-
ficant essay entitled "Das sogenannte Evangelisten-Amt," Selle, who

was later to become a professor at the teacher training school of Syned,

Pe 71. 4An interesting sidelight of this ordinaticon is the explanation
given by Stubnatzy why the ordination did not take place in the congre-
gation in Carver County. "Lieber war es uns allen gevesen, wenn Hr,
Past. Kahmeyer immititen seiner Gemeinde hiitte ordinirt werden kBnnenj
allein die Reise dahin wurde viel Geld gekostet haben, was vwir besser
verwenden zu kbnnen glaubten, wenn wir dem Hrn. Past. K. zum Ankaufe
eines Pferdes behWilflich wilrden, damit er das Verk eines evangelischen
Predigers nicht nur in seiner nichsten Umgebung, sondern auch im weitern
Umkréise avsrichten kbnnte. So wurde denn hier in meiner Gemeinde filr
Mittwoch Abend 8 Unhr Gottesdienst angesagt, und nachdem der Unter-
zeichnete vor einer ziemlichen Versammlung #ber 2 Tim. L, 5. gepredigt
und, wie oben angedeutet, Hrn. Past. Kahmeyer ordinirt hatte, ging der
Nevordinirte mit den andern Briidern (denn auch die Pastoren Selle und
Kiichle hatten sich eingefunden), zum Tische des Herrn," Der Lutheraner,
Joc. cit. COf, W, H, T, Dau, editor, Ebenezer: Reviews(of the Work of
the Missouri Synod During Three Quarters of a Cent Augmented
edition; St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1922§ pe 333.

A number of points in the passage are of 1ntcrest. For one, it
showed the discomfort oi' Synod at this time about ordaining a man in
absentia, so to speak, from his intended flock. The practice definite=-
1y did not accord well with congregational autonomy and the idea that
congregations transferred their rights to a minister for public exer-
cise, Secondly, the article brought out that Kahmeyer himself, though
attached to a specific congregation, was to do the work of an itinerant.
This would be largely upon his own initiative., Itineracies such as
Kahmeyer's were probably quite common throughout the early history of
Synod. A final point of interest, for the present purposes, is the
role of the Chicago area pastors members of the Western District, in
this matter. District lines seeu to have been overlooked somewhat in
this cooperative venture.
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located first in Fort Vayne, Indiana, and later in Addison, I1linois,
had demonstrated more than a passing interest in home mission work
previ.ously,20 and would continue to do s0.2l Selle's Referat was
vwiritten at the request of President Wyneken as a result of the discus—
8ion which had arisen the previons year at the Western District con-

vention when a so-called Evangelisten-Amt had been proposed.22

Selle's essay, the text ol which was appended to the convention
Proceedings, began by listing some of the reasons for the urgency of
establishing such an office of Evangeliste. Chief among these was the
frightful spiritual condition and the danger which prevailed for the
salvation of many of the scattered fellow believers on the frontier,23
Christians have God's command to preach the Gospel to every creature,

The same call of love should motivate for home mission work as motivates

the Heidenmissionar. So far, as a resvlt of its missionary spirit

(Hissionqgeist) Synod had been greatly blessed in growth., This spirit

should not die among the younger generation. The call of the forsaken

201, 1849 vhile still in Chicago he had been made responsible for
placing two candidates, one in the frontier post at Calumet, ¥isconsin.
See above, Chapter IV, p. 76, fn. 31.

211y, July 1858 Selle accepted a call to Rock Island, Illinois,
leaving behind a congregation in Crete "three times as strong." His
avowed purpose in doing this was to make Rock Island a kind of a cen=-
ter or launching off point for expansion into Iowa., August Selle,
"Herzliche Bitte um Hilife," Der Lutheraner, XIV (27 July 1858), 199,
cols, 2f, This will be dealt with at greater length in a subsequent
chapter, see below, pp. 1l7ff,

22npnt, eines Evangelisten oder Besuchers," Missouri Synod, Pro-
ceedings, 1857, p. 59. For the Western District deliberations see
above p. 99.

23August Selle, "Beilage K, Das sogenannte Evangelisten-Amt,"
Missouri Synod, Proceedings, 1857, p. 105.
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Glaubensgenossen on the American frontier goes beyond the narrow limits

of the individual congregation and pastors and their congregations must
be encouraged to share their blessings. Congregations dare not place
hinderances in the way of their pastor in his pursuit of homs imission
viork,, 2l :

Homever, Selle continued, not all the scattered Lutherans could be
reached by pastors of congregations within reach of them. The problenm
of reaching all the newly arriving immigrants was becoming more and
more staggering, for as he noted, in the city of New York alone in the
first eight months of the current year close to 140,000 immigrants had
landed, mostly Germans.,

So kommt es, dass in Minnesota, dessen Name erst vor wenigen

Jahren bekannt peworden, ulCh eine deutsche Ansiedlung fast an

die andere anschliesst. Ein gleich weites feld mchte sich uns

darbieten in Iowa, in Californien, und wahrscheinlich demnichst

auch in Kansas, Hebraska, Washington und Oregon Territorium.

Yho had more of a call to serve these wandering Germans than the Missouri
Synod? Selle wanted to know. Yebt Synod lets all sorts of sects get in
ahead and it brings up the rear.

0f course, Syncd had tried. Selle recalled that Egiggg;ggigggas
had been sent out and not altogether without results. DHut the net re-

sult had been to show that something more effective would have to be

done. The first Reiseprediger (Carl Fricke) had not been fully em-—

powered to administer all the functions of the office, and besides had

thbid., p. 106, The way this is stated brings out again that
in the early thinking the congregation was the all-important agency
for home mission work and that mich was left up to local initiative.

25This was the word he used here, He was referring to the so-
called Besucher.
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been called to a regular position. A second Reiseprediger was

already a pastor, bub this had made it difficult for him to get away

from

his congregation for any length of time.26 The effort had been

allowed to lapse:

Seitden ist nun in dieser Beziehung nichts oder doch gar wenig
gethan worden. Sollten die gemachten Versuche uns entmuthigen?
Sollten sie nicht vielmehr dazu dienen, uns zu zeigen, welche
Missgriffe wir flir dic Zukunft in dieser Beziehung zu vermeiden
haben?27

Selle's proposal was as follows:

Mun dies glauwben wir thun zu kBnnen durch die Anfrichtung eines
sogenanten Evangelisten-Amts, dessen Triger sich nic an diese
oder jene einzelne Gemeinde oder Gemeinden binden sollen, sondern
deren Auvfgabe es ist, sich allein, so zu sagen, die Pflanzung der
Kirche da, wo sie noch nicht in geordneten Verhlltnissen besteht,
angelegen sein zu lassen.

The Evangelist should be a young, eager man, but at the same time one

well grounded in doctrine because of the assorted spirits he would en-

counter. Selle even explained how the Evangelisten would operate:

Such

tion

Diese [die Evangelisten] erwdhlen sich in einem ihnen von der
Synode angewiesenen Staat oder Territorium als DiBcese je einen
gr8ssern Kreis von deutschen Ansiedelungen, die sie unaufhdrlich
bereisen und mit dem Wort resp. mit Sacrament bedienen, wann und
wo immer sie Eingang finden kbnnen.

a procedure was bound to produce beneficial results. Hot to men=
the individual souls which will be led to heaven,

k8nnen diese Evangelisten ohne Zweifel gar bald, wenn auch An-
fangs nur kleine H¥uflein sammeln, die sich von Zeit zu Zeit
regelmissig zusammenfinden, auch in Abwesenheit des Evangelisten
durch Lesegottesdienste sich gemeinschaftlich zu erbaven., lian
frage nicht, was es helfen wird, auf diese Weise viele Gemeinden

2650e above, Chapter IV, p. 67.
2Tyg; ssourd Synod, Proceedings, 1857, p. 107.

2811id., pp. 107f.
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zu organiscren, da es uns doch stets an Predigern fehle, Is
missen diese Cemeindlein von vornemerein durch ihren Evangel-
isten, der hier in jeder Bezichung viel freier und entschiedener
auftreten kann, als es einem Ortspastor, sonderlich in einer
neuen, noch ungegrlindeteren Gemeinde m¥glich ist, sich an den
Gedanken gewBhnen, dass sie erst einen eigenen Hirten bekormen
werden, wenn sie zu Gemeinden nerangewachscn sind, bei denen
nicht mehr zu flrchien steht, dass sie sammt ihrem Pastor ver—
kiimmern mlissen. Gerade hier ist es noch m8glich, durch weises
Verfahren der traurigen Zersplitterung in kleine Gemeinden, die
wir in den 4lteren Staaten so vielfach schmerzlich beklagen, in
Zeiten vorzubeugen. DBei so gebildeten Gemeinden, die unter der
l¥ngeren Bedienung eines Evangelisten gelernt haben, was sie
eigentlich thun, wenn sie nun einen eignen Pastor berufen und
was sie von ihm zu erwarten haben, steht auch die Gefahr eines
spdtern bedeutenden Abfalls der Glieder von den Gemeinden, wio—
durch es anderwlirts oft dahin gekormen ist, dass ein Pastor bei
so gar Vienigen stehen muss, nicht so leicht zu beflirchten,

As it would become necessary for these congregations in time to call
their own pastors, the Lord would provide the necessary men. Selle

vas well aware of the objections that might possibly be raised to his
proposal, It might encourage a spirit of independence and divisive= X
ness, but this was a risk which had to be run. A%t present, if cnly one
candidate were available, a beginning could be made perhaps in
¥innesota.2?

Selle begged Synod not to shrink from the prospect of the cost of
this enterprise. It was his hope that as the circle of Synod's congre-
gations would spread and the congregations themselves would enlarge,
love would compel them to provide all the more for carrying out the
work of the church at large. It was quite probable, he felt, that it
would require but little more than the initial investment from the
synodical treasury, for as time went on the first groups visited would

begin to provide for the minister's needs and eventually the enterprise

29Tbid., p. 108.
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might become self-sustaining to some extent, And at any rate, the
desperate need demanded that all hindrances and all objections both
theoretical and practical be laid aside for the present.

Selle did seem to sensc that one such objection might also be the
implications his proposal had for the doctrine of the ministry and the
call, He did not, however, speak directly to any of these issuves.
Hecessity compelled that all "hindrances" be laid aside, even if only
for the time being: "HBrit dieser Nothstand spter auf, dann, aber auch
erst dann, mbge dieses Amt wieder fallen." Thus the office Selic pro-
posed could be looked upon as of a merely temporary and provisional ‘
nature. It was on this note that Selle's essay ended, 39

The terminology employed in this essay deserves corment. Iy this
time the term Desucher had largely disappeared, except as a synonym as
used in the title of the report in the body of the convention Proceed-

ings. Evangelist appears to be another deliberate attempt to distin-

guish the Missouri Synod itinerant office from those of other dencmina=-

tions vhich were commonly referred to as Reiseprediger. The term

Reiseprediger did occur, however, August Selle referred to the Be-

sucher as Reiseprediger.3l The unusval term Evangelist had first been

used in the 1856 Vestern Iistrict convention, as noted above.,32 The
manner in which it was brought into the discussion suggests that its

use may have been based on the Scriptural and apostolic office with

30mhid., pe 109,
3l1pid., pe 107

32see above s Da 98¢

-~
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this same title, There may he reason to believe that it was Augush
Selle who had proposed the idea and the terminology already at the
1856 Vestern District convention, since he was the one selected to
elaborate on it for the 1857 general convention. Whatever the case
may be, this term Evangelist never gained wide acceptance. After 1857

Reiseprediger became the cormon term.3

No action was taken by the 1857 convention on Selle's proposal.
In fact, the idea in the form he proposed it was never actually ac—
cepted at all, Yet this early renewed agitation for an itinerant
ministry can probably be considered a significant step. Selle appears
to have been one of the first to promote in public a new concept of
the itineracy for the Missouri Synod. The Besucher had been an ex-
plorer. His task had been to investigate and to locate the needs. To
a lesser degree, the same might be said of the colporteur. But August
Selle appears to have becn one of the first to suggest something more
than this——that an itinerant ministry itself might be a partial, if in
many ways defective, answer to the needs and problems of Lutheranism
on the American frontier, It required some time for the Missouri Synod
to come to the point where the itineracy was no longer viewed merely
as a means to locate the needs, but also that it might be a means to

meet those needs.

33Tn nis 1860 presidential address Fr. Wyneken still showed some
uncertainty about the term when he urged Synod to somehow care for the
scattered fellow believers "durch eigentliche Reiseprediger, Evangel-
isten, oder wie man sie nennen will « « « " Missouri Synod, Proceed-
ings, 1860, p. 21.
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A Special Fund for Home Missions

One of the results, at least indirectly, of Sellefs essay in
1857 was the creation at the next general convention in 1860 of a
special fund or treasury for home missions. At this convention Pres-
ident Viyneken again reminded the delegates of the church's responsi-

bility in this great field. Ie spoke first of the importance of .
preaching pure doctrine and that pastors be faithful in their calling.

Thene

Ich kann diesen Punkt nicht schliessen, ohne die Ehrw. Symode,
vie friher so auch jetzt an die Pflicht zu erinnern, sich mit
Treve des armen zerstreuten Deutschen namentlich hier im Vesten
anzunehmen und durch eigentliche Reiseprediger, Evangelisten,
oder wie man sie nennen will, flir sie zu sorgen. Dem Herrn sei
Dank, es ist ja nun ein kleiner Versuch in Minnesota, Iowa und
Californien gemacht. Ob aber die Sache nicht einer weitern Be-
sprechung bedlirfte, und namentlich dabei Bezug genommen werden
sollte, auf die allerdings leider immer noch verkommende Praxis,
Jeder einzelnen kleinen Gemeinde einen Pastor auf ihr Verlangen
zu geben, wenn nur einer ﬁorhanden ist, tberlasse ich dem Er-
messen der Ehrw. Synode.3

The report to the convention on the "Mission unter unsern zer-
streuten Glaubensgenossen" stated that two letters had been received
by Synod on this subject, One was from Pastor Selle,

worin er an die Synode die Frage that, ob es nicht mbglich sei,

dass sie solchen Pastoren, denen sich ein weiteres liissionsfeld

aufgethan hat, HWlfsprediger beigebe und dieselben, wenigstens

im Anfang ihres VWirkens, unterhaltej
The second was from Friedrich DBscher, the pastor who had taken over

the beginnings which August Selle had made in Iowa City from his Rock

Island "outpost,"

3hpid., p. 21.




112

worin er die Synode bat, ihm, da er bereits an 17 verschiedenen
Orten zu predigen und in der Muttergemeinde zu Iowa City auch
noch Schule zu halten habe und es ihm also unmbglich sei, seinen
Jetzt schon c. 300 leilen umfassenden Viirkungskreis zu erweitern,
einen Gehtilfen (vielleicht den Seminaristen Lossner von Fort
Vayne) beizugeben, der zwar in Iowa City wohnete, aber weder an
diese, noch eine andere Gemeinde gebunden wHre, damit er von da
als von einem Mittelpuncte aus Missionsreisen, auch lingere,
unternchmen kbnnte.3?

In 1857 August Selle had requested that an Ivangelist be official-
1y appointed, commissioned, 2nd maintained by Synod. Now apparently he
was willing to settle for something less: Give a man already in the
field an assistant and, at lecast for the first, help support him, Tais
would be all that would be required of Synod, qua Synod. The rest
would be up to the local pastor and congregation, and to local initi-
ative,

nese letters touched off a lengthy discussion about the necessity

and the best way of carrying on home missions,

Als die geeignetste Vieise, dies zu thun, erkannte man, wenn nichb
besondere Lvangelisten ausgesendet viirden, diese, dass solche
Pastoren, die Gelegenheit zum Missioniren habe, Gehiilfen bekommen
sollten, welchen nach Bedlirfniss Unterstiitzung gereicht werden
misste, Herr Dr., Sihler theilte mit, dass Pastor Rupprecht, der
gegenvirtig ohne Am? sei, als Reiseprediger wirken kbnne, wenn er
unterstiitzt werde.d

The new idea set forth in these letters and in the deliberations
was not that of the Gehlllfe (assistant pastor; commonly referred to in

other contexts as Hilfsprediger, or Hilfsprediger). As a matter of

fact a good case could probably be made that this had been and con=—

351bid., ps 70. For a detailed account of Dbscher's activities
shortly after this, see his "Bericht {iber innere Mission," Der ILuther-
aner, XVII (25 December 1860), 73-75; ibid., XVII (8 January 16861),
8Lf. See below, Ch, VII, pp. 120ff.

36Missouri Synod, Proceedings, 1860, p. 70.
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tinved to be the most effective method Synod had all along for doing
home mission work., #An established congregation would start a branch
congregation (Filiale) As soon as size warranted an assistant would
be called, In time he would more and more have charge of the Filiale.
Eventually the new congregation would call him as its resident pastor
and would become an independent congregation.37 The only really novel
aspect of the Gehiilfe as here proposed was that it be employed before
the "mother congregation" had really become firmly ¢stablished and

self-sustaining, Dbscher's Muttergemeinde in Iowa City and all his

seventeen verschiedenen Orten together could hardly have been support-

ing him completely at this time. Thus what was really novel about the

proposal was the request for partial support for the Gehlilfe from
Symnod,

This time Selle had better success. The following resolutions

were passed by the 1860 convention:

a. dass die Unterstlitzung von Reisepredigern in die Hinde des
Herrn Dr. Sihler gelegt werde;

b. dass alle, die Unterstlitzung bedlirfen, sich an Herrn Dr.
Sihler zu wenden haben;

c. dass die Districtssynoden veranlasst werden, besondere Cassen
flir diesen Zweck zu errichten, und die Districtscassirer die dafiir
eingehenden Beitrdge an den Cassirer des mittleren-Districts,
Herrn Wilh, Meyer in Fort Wayne, einsenden sollenj;

d, dass in Bezug auf ferner liegende Gebiete (z. B. Kansas,
Nebraska u. a.) der Allgemeiné PrHses beauftragt sein soll, falls
sich Gelegenheit findet, allda innere Mission zu treiben, die

dazu n8thigen Massregeln zu ergreifen;

3see above, Ch., II, pp. 30ff. Or the congregations might remain
associated in a "district" arrangement, as the case remained in St.
Louis for some years.
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e, dass dem Herrn P. Rupprecht die Summe von $150 zum Ankauf

eines Pferdes u. a. sogleich mitgegeben, diese Summe aus der

lissionscasse entlehnt und von degn flir innere Mission eingehenden

Geldern vwieder erstattet werde.3
Dr, Wilhelm Sihler was at that time pastor of St., Paul's congregation
and president of the practical seminary in Fort Wayne. Because this
seminary was supplying the majority of the candidates for such fron-
tier areas as Iowa, Fort Vayne may have been looked upon as a sort of
a home mission training center."? Dr, Sihler with the help of iir.
Meyer had the responsibility for distributing the new fund. This basic
procedure, that funds collected in the districts be channeled through
a synodical official, remained in effect for a number of years, Later
the general synodical treasurer became the collector and distributor.
After a number of years altered financial needs within the districts
necessitated changes in this procedure.uo

That the new fund soon became operational can be documented from

the notices and acknowledgments which began appearing in Der Lutheraner.

Wilheln Heyer began by inserting a notice advising would-be denors of
the last convention's resolution in the 27 November issue.hl In

February 1861 Fr, C. Th. Ruhland of Oshkosh, Visconsin, acknowledged

38 ssourd Synod, Proceedings, 1860, p. 71.

39nother bit of evidence is that the reports of DBscher and
others printed in Der Lutheraner were addressed to Prof. August Crimer,
also on the Fort Wayne faculty. See above, p. 112, fn, 353 below, Ch.
VII, pp. 131, 139,

hOOne of the leaders in this was the Northern District when its
owvn home missions committee came into existence. Missouri Synod,
Northern District, Proceedings, 1873, p. 60.

hl.Der Lutheraner, XVII (27 November 1860), 63, col. 3.
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that he had received $75.00 from Meyer--#61,30 of it from the mission
treasury of St, Paul's Church in Fort Wayne——for the purchase of a

riding horse so that he could visit his Fi_1ialgeme:i.nden.’42 One of the

first official reports by Meyer appeared in the 11 June 1861 issue.
He had collected a total of $218.03. Some donors had apparently des-—

ignated the field (fiir Minnesota , fiir Towa) for which their money was

to be used.’43

By Hovember 1862 Dr. Sihler was complaining that the fund was al-
most depleted. A pastor in northwestern Visconsin had vritten to him
and the man needed money for a horse. Sihler commented that Synod had

plenty of interest in Heidenmission. evidently iutending to suggest

that innere Mission should not thereby be overlooked.hh Shortly there-—

after receipts picked up again somewhat.hs By late 186l Sihler had to
make another appeal, this time for two men in Minnesota who needed
horses.’46

The lack of finances was one of a number of problems which hin-

dered the earlier development of itinerant ministries in the Missouri

Y211349,, XVIT (19 February 1861), 112, col. 3.
U31bid., XVII (11 June 1861), 176, cols. 1f.

Wy, sinler, "Herzliche Bitte an die Gemeinde der Synode," ibid.,
XIX (12 November 1862), 45, col. 2. The applicant may have been Theodor
Gustav Adolph Krumsieg, vho later acknowledged receipt of $150 toward
purchase of a horse, saddle and harness through W, Meyer from the home
mission fund, Ibid., XIX (1 March 1863), 111, col. 1.

hsIbi.d., XIX (21 January 1863), 88, cols. 1, 2; ibid., XIX (15
February 1863), 104, col. 2.

4y, sinler, "An die Frounde der innern Mission," ibid., XXI (15
November 186L), L6, cols. 2f.
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Synod, There were indeed other deterrents: the doctrinal uncertainty
about sending out 2 man whe did not have a call Lo a specific congre-
gation, the luck of suitable men, and also doubts about the practical
effectiveness of the venture itself, promising as it did to reach many
people occasionally, but few adequately. But the conviction remained
with at least a number of Missouri Synod members that something, no
matter what its deficicncies and possible negative consequences, would
have to be done. Meanwhile, the venture could hardly succeed even on
a more or less experimental basis without the financial means. That is
vwhy the establishment of a centralized treasury for home missions was
another important step forward in the revival of the itinerant ministry

during the late 1850's and early 1860's.




CHAPTER VII
DEVELOPMENTS FROM ABOUT 1860 To 1865
Resumption of Vork in Iowa

The earliest activities of the lMissouri Synod in Iowa had been the
exploratory trip of Freidrich Lochner in 1818 and the brief pasiorate
of Heinrich Gr8tzel in Bremer County from about 1856-1858.1 The ini-
tial thrust, at least in the case of Lochner, had come from interested
persons in the St. Louis area. The later thrust of about 1859, which
resulted in a permanent foothold for the Synod in this state, came from
a different direction. It followed a course which had run roughly over
a line across northern Illinois begimning at Chicago, extending through
Crete in Vill County, with a frontier outpost finally established in
Rock Island, Illinois, overlooking the Mississippi River and the state
of Iowas The man most intimately associated with this advance on the
frontier was C. August T, Selie.? Like the earliest effort to plant
the Synod in Iowa, this one too would make use of forms of itinerant
ministry.

On ) July 1858 August Selle left his congregation at Crete,
I1linois, which he had served for some eight years, and was installed

in Immanuel congregation, Rock Island.? Up to this time the little

2See above, Ch, VI, pp. 104ff,.

322 Lutheraner, XV (7 September 1858), 15, col. 3. Cf. Verhand-
lungen der Flnften Janros Versarmlung des Westlichen Distrikts der
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flock in Rock Island had been served intermittently by visits from
the closest neighboring pastor, verhaps August Selle himself from

©

Crete.h In the 27 July 1858 issue of Der Lutheraner Selle explained

vhy he was leaving a congregation "three times as strong" to come to
Rock Island. Rock Island and environs had a great potential for
mission work., ‘The Illinois city itself had some 10,000 inhabitants
and only the Mississippi River separated it from another 16,000 in
Davenport, Iowa. This had to mean that there were many Germans in the
area and there was no other pastor within 100 miles to serve them.
Ilunderte von leilen in der Runde ist kein Pastor unserer Synode,
Ja Rock Island kann als der Schllssel des ganzen mittleren Iowa's
betrachtet werden. Die hiesige Gemeinde hat deshalb ihre Aufgabe
bagriffen, als Missionsgemeinde dastehen zu mlissen, und eben da-—
rum mich hierher beiufen, weil sie in mich das gute Zutrauen setzt,
dass ich flir die Ausbreitung der Kirchne mich besonders eifrig be-
veisen werde.
o 2 . - e -~ X, r‘
The notice continued with a plea for financial support.”
Several factors accounted for the slow expansion of the Missouri
Synod into Iowa, though it had been a state since 18L6. One was the
fact that the major travel routes into the more remote ¥est by-passed

the state, and even when the heavy immigration did come after about

1852, railroads were slow in being built and highways remained extremely

deutschen evang.-luther. Synode von Missouri, Ohio u. a. Stasten im
Jahre 1059 (St. Louis: Synodal-Druckerei von Aug, Wiebusch u. Sohn,
18597, p. 9. Hereafter all such official Proceedings of conventions
are cited in the following abbreviated form: Hissouri Synod, Western
District, Proceedings, 1659, p. 9.

: bti ssours Synod, Vestern District, Proceedings, 1859, p. 83. Of
August Selle's Rock Island congregation in this statistical report the
remark is added: "bis 1. Juli besuchsweise bedient."

5ﬁug. Selle, "Herzliche Bitte um Elilfe," Der Lutheraner, XIV (27
July 1858), 199, cols. 2f.
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POOr.6 But it seems that there was anothcr factor which may have hin-
dered Missouri Synod growth in the state. For Towa probably did not lend
itself so well as previous fields to Synod's customary home missionary
methods, Home missions had been left largely up to local congregational
and pastoral initiative rather than to a collective synodical agency.
An established congregation would organize a branch in the next community
or settlement, This congregation in turn would become independent in
time and the process would repeat itself. The method worked well in
growing urban areas and in the rural areas of the eastern states as
long as movement into virgin territory was relatively slow. It was
another matter, however, when almost overnight whole states and terri-
tories became populated. The vigorous efforts required of August Selle
Yo establish an advance outpost in Hock Island in order to move into
Towa indicates one of the weaknesses of the early mission methodology
of the Missouri Synod. ‘hat would have been the result had there been
no one willing to establish the bridzehead? Complete dependence upon
congregational and local initiative for the expansion of the church
had definite drawbacks, and particularly for the expansion of the church
into more remote frontier areas.

August Selle lost little time following his own installation on
L July 1858 in putting his plan into action. By the following spring

alrcady he had been as far as Iowa City and had organized a congregation.

6Aug. R, Suelflow, The Heart of Missouri: A History of the Vestern
District of The Lutheran Church—diissouri Synod, 105L-195L (St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing Housc, 1954), PPs 53f., citing l. Stephan, Golden
Anniversar% of the Iowa District il‘c'averly, Iowa: Vaverly Publishing Co.,
nodo), De Do
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On 20 November 1859 a candidate, Johann Friedrich Dscher, vho had been
trained at Fort Vayne, was ordained and installed in this congregation
by Selle.! An interesting transiticn seems to have taken place at this
time, Towa City now became the frontier outpost, no longer Rock Island.
Pastor D¥scher took charge and eventually had several candidates worlding
with him so that they were able to cover a good sized circuit around the
Iowa City home base.

The account of a typical itinerary of IFriedrich DBscher during the

sumner of 1860 appeared in Der Lutheraner, On Sunday, 22 July, he had

preached for morning services at the church in Iowa City. By 2:30 that
afternoon he was preaching at a place eight miles distant. Another six
miles brought him to Middleburg for services at 5:30, So far he had
been traveling south. He now intended to turn toward the northwest,
but had to return through Iowa City the next day because he had for-
gotten something. He left town again about 2:00 p.m. and traveled six-
teen miles to a settlement where he preached that evening. On Tuesday
he went six or seven miles to preach at 2:00 in the afternoon, then
three miles north and four miles west for an evening service. The next
morning, apparently Vednesday, he arrived in Marengo, thirty miles from
Towa City, where he had not conducted services before. Among the group
he met with there he encountered unionistic sympathies, which he attemmt-

ed tocounter by distributing copies of an issue of Der Lutheraner contain-—

ing an article against such practices.8 By 5:30 that evening he had

TDer Lutheraner, XVI (13 December 1859), 71, col. 2. Cf. Missouri

Synod, Proceedings, 1860, p. 26.
8DBscher refers to it as "No. 24." This would probably be the
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proceeded another twelve miles to be with a group in Benton County.

He arrived about 9:00 p.m., in time for the common meal but too late

for a preaching service. However, he did manage to get into a heated }
discussion with one of the group's Vorsteher, vwho had been conducting

the Lescopottesdienste at this nlace, about the article against the

sectarians in the same issue of Der Lutheraner. The previous winter

Lochner had had quite a bitter encounter with Methodist sympathizers
in this area. The next day, by now apparently Thursday, he proceeded
twenty miles southwest into Poweshe County and preached there in the
cvening. A trip of twelve miles the next morning brought hinm to
Yontezuna,?

On Saturday, DBscher's report continued, he had gone twenty miles
from Montezuma to Millersburg by noon. There he found a man vho had

been conducting Lesegottesdienste in the area. He preached in

Ifillersburg on Sunday morning. The people there had organized vwhat

they considered a congregation, but were not really strict Lutherans,
referring to themseclves as "Protestant." Here Dbscher had an oppor-
tunity to employ a device he had learned to use. He gave the impression
that he did not have a Bible with him. Instead he would ask the people
he was visiting for one, so that he could see whether or not they were
able to produce one and, if so, what condition it was in. The house to

which the group in Missersburg went for the Sunday service happened to

most recent volume, namely, Der Lutheraner, XVI (10 July 1860), 185-
192, vhich seems to fit the conditicns well.

9Friedrich D8scher, "Bericht Hber innere Mission," leltter to
August Crimer, 15 August 1860, from Iowa City, ibid., XVII (25 December
1860)’ 73"75-
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be one where a Bible was not to be found and the man had to borrow one
from next door. From Miilersburg, by way of another German settlement
he had heard about, he made his way to Oskaloosa, arriving there prob-
ably on Tuesday. He found some interest in his services there and
promised to stop by again in four weeks. By this time he was in Vabaska
County, seventy—four miles from Iowa City. FBy what was perhaps Thursday
of that week he had traveled another forty-five miles through Exmington
to Fairfield., On Friday he was in Vashington, but he found no Cermans
‘there and went on to the vicinity of Middleburg where he knew of someone
with whom he could spend the night. & fifteen mile trip the next day
brought him back home to Iowa City, after a journey of two veeks .10

DBscher's assistant, Fr, A. Hermann Lossner, preached at services

in the Iowa City Mutterpemeinde the next morning, while DBscher held

services that afternoon at a Filialgemeinde seven miles away. The

following Sunday it was Lossner's turn to go to another Filiale, ten
miles distant. In addition to these two, they were also regularly
serving three other places, one nine miles north, one eightecn miles
north and one ten miles east. It had taken thirteen days to make the
round trip described above. Altogether, with Lossner's help, DBscher
vias serving eigateen places. To visit every one of these, which he
tried to do at least once a month, took three weeks and meant traveling
a total of some 325 miles. He himself had to preach twenty-two times a
month,

Prof. August Crimer, to whom this letter was addressed, had appar-

10mpiq,, XVII (8 January 1861), BLf.
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ently promised to send more help by fall, DBscher did not, however,
think that it would be best simply to divide the field and have the new
man ‘take over part of the present territory, say seven of the places.
Rather, it would be better to have both men stationed in Iowa City and
make circuits from this home basc. It was not stated what Lossner's
role should be; apparently, he was merely considered DBscher's assistant
in Towa City to permit DBscher to get away for his travels. As it was
at present, despite the fact that his wife was also teaching school when
he vias away, DBscher complaincd that he wasn't able %o be gone long
enough. His real love was {or the roving mission work he had described:
Das Missioniren liegt mir aber ganz absonderlich am Herzen. YVenn
ich dieses fortsctzen kann, so ist mir keine Mthe zu schwer.
Herzlich gerne wdre ich Reiseprediger. Ja, lieber Herr Professor,
wenn die vorhandcnen Krlfte des Seminars dazu angcwandt werden
sollten, daes sie in neueren Staaten—z. B. in Kansas und lebraska
missionirten, so mBchte ich mich noch gern bescheiden.

Thus by desire Friedrich DBscher would have been a more or less perma-

nent, professional itinerant missionary.l2 This was a comparatively

llIbid., Pe 85.

12 complete biogravhy of UBscher would reveal that he never aban-
doned this youthful zeal for home missions. In 1863 D8scher left Iowa
to serve a congregation in Hampton, Illinois. By 1865 he was back at
Marshalltown, Iowa; Der Lutheraner, XXI (15 August 1865), 190, col. 2.
On 26 December 1866 he was installed at two German-English congregations
in Linn County, Iowa; lMissouri Synod, Viestern District, Proceedings
1867, pe i3 cf. Der Lutheraner, XXIII (1 February 1867), 06, col. 2f.
In 1869 he accepted a call to Fort Dodge, which was also a center of
mission activitics; Missouri Synod, Western District, Proceedings, 1869,
Pe L2; cf, Missouri Synod, Iowa District, Proceedings, 1379, p. 118.
Later, he was the first in the Dakota Territory to call attention to the
new mission field among the Russians in the territory and served it him-
self from about 1875 until ill health forced him to resign in 1877;
Missouri Synod, Northwestern District, Proceedings, 1875, p. 623 ibid.,
1877, pe 6Li. Unfortunately, his story has a rather unhappy ending.
After leaving Dakota he went to New Orleans where he served as first
llegro missionary of the Synodical Conference. Here trouble arose,
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nev idea in Missouri Synod home mission work. Ordinarily itinerants had
been regular pastoi-s on leaves of absence from their congregations or
sometimes, when local initiative made it possible, assistant pastors
connected with an established congregation to do mission work in "branch"
congregations. The concept of a non-resident ministry had, of course,
been proposed by men such as August Selle in 18573 but DBscher was one
of the first to find a way of pubbing such an idea intc practice. The
very carliest itinerancies of the Missouri Synod served mainly to ex-
plore possibilities for home mission work. By the time of Friedrich
D8scher's work in Iowa, the realization was beginning to come that an
itinerant ministry it itsclf might be a partial solution, at least for
the time beiné;, to the urgent problem of serving the scattered brethren
on the frontier,

During 1862 Dbscher became associated with a short-lived plan to
establish a German Evangelical Lutheran colony in the Vest on free

government land (Conpress-Land) which the Homestecad act of that same

year was making available, The idea had been discussed at the last
convention of the Western District at Crete, Illinois, and DBscher

had assumed the responsibility for promoting it in Der Lutheraner. He

apparently thought it was a good idea because it would consolidate the
settlement of German Lutherans. For the present purposes his account
is mainly of interest because in order to prove his point about how

scattered the people were he gave a description of his vvm work at that

DBscher suffered a nervous breakdown, was suspended, and became involved
in a bitter dispute with his congregation; Missouri Synod, Proceedings,
188L, pp. 86-91.
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tine:

Am ersten Predigtplatze, 11 Meilen von hier, wohnen etwa 6 Familien,
10 Meilen weiter 5 Familien. Von da ging es wieder heim und hatte
ich am ersten Predigtplatz 3, am zweiten L, am dritten 6 oder 7,

und am vierten 6 Familien. Velche Arbeit hat hiernach ein armer
Reiseprediger, die ihn in wenigen Jahren aufreiben muss, wihrend

er doch verhiltnissmiissig nur so wenig ausrichten kann! Vie viel
sclifner und besser wHre cs daher, wenn alle jene Familien bei ein-
ander wohnten?13

Later the same year another report in Der Lutheraner stated that DBscher

had been keeping an eye ou’ for suitable sites for a colony and that
one had now been located, in Iumboldt County, twenty miles from Fort
Dodge. Presumably this site had come to his attention on one of his
itineraries, W If s0, it is at least a small indication of the range
covered in the travels of this pioneer itinerant in Iowa,

Within several years D¥scher received two candidates to assist
him, r. A, Hermann Lossner has already been mentioned. During 1861

and 1862 he was referred to in the literature as a Reiseprediger in

Iowa, first in care of DBscher in Towa City and by 1862 at Marshall
Tovm [sic], Marshall County, Iowa. He was listed among the adviséry
pastors present at Vestern District conventions in both these years.l5
The other man who served under D8scher was Candidate H, W, Vehrs,

vihom the records indicate was in Iowa at least as early as June

135 « F, D8scher and others, "Aufruf zur Griindung einer deutschen ev.
luth. Colonie im Westen," Der Lutheraner, XVIII (9 July 1862), 191, cols.
2f.

th + F, D8scher, "Die beabsichtigte ev.-luth. Colonie betreffend,"

15y3 ssourd Synod, Yestern District, Proceedings, 1861, p. L; idem
Proceedings, 1852, p. L. Cf, Der Lutheraner, XVIII (20 August 1861), 8,
col, 3; ibid., XIX (10 December 1862), 63, col. 33 ibid., XIX (15 March
1863), 120, col. 2. This last reference is an acknowledgement of $60.00
received throvgh Dre. Sihler out of the home missions fund,
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1862.16 One noteworthy fact about these two helpers of Dbscher was
that both received at least a small nart of thelr supcort from official
Synodical sources., Lut perhaps even more remarkable is that apparently
neither one was ordained until each had been extended resular calls
from a congregation. Vehwrs was the first to be ordained, on 29 March
1863, This came about when D8scher accepted a call to Hampton, I1linois,
and Vehrs succeeded him as pastor of the congregation in Iowa Ci'l'.y.l'-7
Hermann Lossner, who had actually served even longer than Vehrs, was
Not ordained until several months later, on 31 May 1863, after accepting
a regular call to the congregation in HMarshaltown [ gj_..g].la This would
mean that Lossner, for example, had served nearly two years as & Reise-
prediper before being ordained. It is known that he even escorted
another candidate, F. ', Lange, into a mission field in Kansas and on
the way stopped off in Leavenworth to preach and begin work there.t?

The delays in ordaining Lossner and Vehrs may perhaps be partly ex-

plained by the fact that such relative technicalities might have been

16,g., Der Lutheraner, XVITT (25 June 1862), 183, cols, 3. Like
Lossner, Vehrs alsc was being officially supported in part, for this is
an acknowledgement of $10.69 through Pastor D8scher from the Vestern
District toward the purchase of a horse.

17103, , XIX (1 May 1863), 143, cols 2. Cf. Missouri Synod,
Proccedings, 1863, p. 25.

laD_e; Lutheraner, XIX (15 July 1863), 183, col. 1. Cf. Missouri
Synod, Proceedings, 1863, p. 25.

191\11{;. Ro Sue].flo'w, (_)B. Si.:_b_c, Pe 59. Cf., W. H. To Dau, eﬁtor,
Ebenezer: Reviews of the lork of the Missouri %ﬁ_ During Three Quarters
of a Century (Augmented edition; Ste. Louis: Concordia rublishing House,
1922), ppe 353f. ILange and the man who was called to Leavenworth,
Michael Meyer, also served for a short while before someone could come
out to Kansas and ordain them,
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overlooked somewhat on the frontier. But it also seems to indicate
that there was a hesitation to identify a man as a fully authorized
pastor until he had a call as a resident with a parbicular local congre—
gation. The length of time it ook for such a connection with a local
congregation to be made for Lossner and Vehrs may very likely be ac-
counted for by DBscher's determination to make of Iowa City what one
might call a frontier outpost which a number of men might share as a
headquarters base of operations, Hence Dbscher may have been in no
hurry to have his assistants associate with specific congregations, As
long as this wes the casc ordination would not be necessary. In fact,
from one point of view, as long as Logsner and Vehrs did not have calls
to a specific congregation, they had no right to receive ordination.
Exactly how insistent D8scher was on this centralized procedure is
diffienlt to cstimate on the basis of the available sources. About the
same time thaot he left Towa City scme of the neighboring congregations

were beginning to become independent of the Muttergemeinde .20

Other Fields of the VWestern District

From Iowa attention now turns to other fields which came under the
Jurisdiction of the Vestern District and in which forms of itinerant

ministries were employed during this period prior to 1865. These were

20E.g. , on 1 March 1865 E, A, Schiirmann was installed at the con-
gregation in the vicinity of Homestead and South Amana which had up to
then been served as a Filiale from Iowa City. Hopes were expressed that
the population of this area would soon increase considerably, because
there was still much unclaimed land about and it was near the railroad
loading from Chicago into the western states. Der Lutheraner, XXI (1
April 1865), 118, col, 3.
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chiefly California and Kansas.

In December of 1859 Der Lutheraner printed a letter dated 2 Hovem=—

ber 1859 which editor Walther had received from a Lutheran in Califor-
nia appealing for aid and for at least two men to do mission work
there.21 A fund to subscribe the traveling expenses of two young men
was immediately started.22 By the middle of May 1860 two recent
graduates of the St. Louis seminary were prepared to answer "the
Macedonian call from California," but not half the required amount had
been collected for their fares.23 As a result the Lutherans in Cali-
fornia had to settle for only one emissary from the Missouri Synod—-
Jacob Matthias Bthler.?Y On 2l August 1860, this first missionary of
Synod to the west coast arrived in San Francisco at the end of a
twenty-four day trip from New York City by way of Panama.2> A number

of reports in quick succession brought Der Lutheraner readers up to

date on Btthler's initial experiences.26

21vGa1ifornische Correspondenz der Redaction," ibid., XVI (13
December 1859), 70, cols, 1f., Richard T. Du Brau, The Romance of Lu-
theranism in California (n.ps, 1959), p. 12, identified the writer as
a Mrs, Elizabeth Schreiber.

22Dy Lutheraner, XVI (27 December 1859), 80, col. 1, et seqq.
By 1 May 1860 a total of $285.7L had been collected, ibid., XVI il May
1860), 151, col. 3.

23J. List, "Eine Erinnerung betreffs der Mission in Californien,"

2hIn the earliest references the name of this only English-speaking
student at the St. Louis seminary appeared as Beehler. Cf. Du Brau,
op. cit., p. 16.

25Ibi.d. pp. 15f,3 "Nachricht aus Californien," Der Lutheraner,
XVII (2 Oct: October 1860), 30, cols. 2f.

26Thid., XVIT (30 October 1860), Llif.; ibid., XVII (11 December
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For the present purposes Bthler's actual experiences and accom—
plishments are not of prime concern. His main work was that of organ-
izing a congregation in San Francisco. Hence Bihler himself can hardly
be considered an itinerant, though many of the men who later followed
him to the west coast were. One aspect of Bihler's assignment to
California is relevant, however, and that is that he is an example of
a man who was commissioned, or authorized, to go into a territory in
advance of the actual organization of a congregation. True, there vas
the "Macedonian call" letter; but this could hardly be equated with a
regular call from a congregation. J. M. Blhler went to California, it
seems,vanmed only with a letter of recommendation from Prof. C. F. W,
Vialther, his seminary president and teacher, Du Brau claims that this
letter was "issued in lieu of a certificate of ordination, or commis-
sioning."27 There seems to be no record that Blthler was ever ordained.
This differed from previous practice.

In 1849, for instance, August Selle had made a special trip to
Calumet, Visconsin, to orzanize a congregation which in turn could
call Candidate Nikolas Volkert.28 Prof, Valther made a special trip

to New Orleans in 1853 to ordain Candidate Georg Volk, after the exist-

1860), 68, cols. 2f.3 ibid., XVII (30 April 1861), 16f. After this
Some time elapsed before another letter from Blhler appeared in Der
Lutheraner, viz., ibid., XX (1 February 186L), 84-86.

27Dy Brau, op. cit., p. 16. Here a photostatic reproduction of
the letter, dated 3 February 1860, is shown. Original in California
and Nevada District Archives., Cf. Auge. R. Suelflow, "Notes on the Rev.
Jo. M, Buehler of California," Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly,
XXV (January 1953), 189-192,

28593 above, Ch. IV, Pe 76’ fn. 31.
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ence of orthodox Lutherans there had come to Valther's attention and
Volk had made a preliminary exploratory trip.2? Bihler's assiznment
was a slight departure {rom the customary 'procedure » but apparently
one made only because of the remoteness of his assignment. ’I'hisi one
possible exception does not demonstrate any pronounced departure from
the generally accepted principles of the congregational call., It does
show that some flexibility was possible in cases of practical neces-
sity, in spite of Synod's heavy emphasis on the proper call by a con-
gregation as the basis for the public ministry.
During this same period the opportunity to begin home mission

viork in Kansas also presented itself. Der Lutheraner carried a brief

notice on 5 March 1861 that on 19 February Pastor J. A. Fritze of Adams
County, Indiana, had traveled through a Lutheran settlement in Council
Grove, Kansas.SC This apparently led to the sending of Candidate F. W,
Lange to this area. Lange went by way of Iowa City, vhere he met
Hermann Lossner, who accompanied him to Clarks Creek., Here Lange
preached his first sermon and organized a congregation during August
1861. Meanvhile, Hermann Lossner, on his way back to Iowa, stopped
off in Leaverworth, found Lutherans there, preached to them in a Meth-
odist church building on 25 August, and thus became responsible for
having Candidate Michael Meyer sent to this city. Meyer arrived 9 No-
vember 1861. Neither Meyer nor Lange could be ordained immediately.

F. J. Biltz ordained Meyer on Cantate Sunday, 18 May 1862, but only

29Der Lutheraner, IX (5 July 1853), 158.

BOIbid.’ XVII (5 March 1861), ]J-B, col. 2. Cf. Dau, Q' _E?_.;Ec’
Ps 353; Suelflow, op. cit.; Pe 59.
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after the latter had already organized a congregation in Leavenworth
and had received a call from it.>! Meyer in turn ordained Lange on
the twelfth Sunday after Trinity, 1862 .32 Presumably both men performed
the usual functions of ministers during the interim before they were
ordained.

Both Meyer and Lange organized their own congregations and func-—
tioned as itinerants. This is clear in Lange's case from his letter

to Prof, August Cr8mer which was printed in Der Lutheraner, 2 April

1862, Here he described his typical itinerary. From his home station
Lange would proceed twelve miles southwest to a place vhere three
families gathered for.worship. From here it was fifteen miles south

to a flock consisting of six families. Then he would travel twenty-
five miles southeast to the place vwhere the relatives of "Pastor F."
lived and from here it was forty-six miles back to his home base, where
he was currently ministering to five families, with three or four more
expected to arrive soon. At this juncture he would strike off to the
east, eighteen miles, to visit a place where eight families gathered,
and from this place another fourteen miles east, then a return trip of
thirty-four miles west to home again. He was visiting all these places
once every three weeks. In addition he conducted school part time. The
article was largely devoted to an account of his various unpleasant ex—

periences and encounters with Methodists.33 By Trinity Sunday of the

3per Lutheraner, XVIII (6 August 1862), 208, col. 1, Cf. Missouri
Synod, Proceedings, 1863, p. 23.

32per Lutheraner, XX (1 July 1864), 167f.
33y, Lange, "Nachricht aus Kansas," ibid., XVIIT (2 April 1862), 135.
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Same year Lange had secured a peaceful release from his stations in
the counties of Davis, Dickenson, Morris, and Vabounsee, and was in-
stalled in the congregation at Humboldb, Kansas.3d
Michael Meyer also had an itinerant situation at Leavenworth.

On 28 June 1862 he wrote to Der Lutheraner appealing for financial

support for the building of a church in Leavenworth. He had entered
upon his field of endeavor the previous fall with high expectations,

he wrote. He considered himself Reiseprcdiger for Leavenworth and

vicinity. He had figured that out of this city of 12,000 inhabitants,
a third of them should be Germans, and that he would find perhaps half
of these again to be Lutheran. .Alas, he had been doomed to disappcini-
ment. Vhat Lutherans there were, were typical products of the Germaan:
enlightenment or else sectarians. Beginning with seven families the
previous fall, he was now regularly serving ten to twelve. It appears
that he was doing some work also in St. Joseph, Missouri,35

Lange and Meyer were not officially designated or appointed by
the Missouri Synod or the Vestern District as itinerants. Aside from
individual responses to their personal pleas for financial assistance,
mainly for building purposes, there seems to be no record that they
were supported out of the synodical home mission fund administered by
Dr. Sihler in Fort Vayne. Yet here is a clear case of two men who were
functioning as itinerants, who even referred to themselves as Reise-

prediger. Neither one at the time of his assignment seems to have had

hpid., XX (1 July 186L), 167f.

354, Meyer, "Hiilferuf aus Kansas," ibid., XVIII (9 July 1862),
190f.
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an official written call from a particular, already organized congre-—
gation. This may perhaps be regarded as another demonstration of

flexibility in the Missouri Synod's official policy.
Contimmaticn of Vork in the Northern District--Minnesota

The work of the Northern District in Minnesota had already begun
in 1856 with the interest in Indian missions, Ferdinand Siever's home
mission explorations, and the calling of I, W. Kahmeyer to Carver
County the following summer.36 The District's interest in exploring

new areas persisted, There is evidence that during the summer of 1858

three pastors of the Northern District--Ferdinand Sievers again, Hermann

I'ick of Detroit, and Heinrich L. Dulitz of Buffalo--made exploratory

trips in the interest of home missions to Canada, Minnesota, and similar

areas,>!

By early 1859 two trainees of the Fort Wayne practical seminary
were on their way to Minnesota.38 Pastor F. V. Kahmeyer ordained one
of these men, Johann Horst, at Trinity Church, the first coﬂgregation
of the Missouri Synod in Minneapolis, on 5 June 1859. On 26 June, with

Horst's help, Kahmeyer ordained the other candidate, Paulus Rupprecht,

at Prairie Mount.3? At the general synodical convention during the

36See above, Ch. VI, pp. 96-103.

3TTnis is bascd completely upon a published acknowledgment to this
effect signed by Sievers for traveling expenses received. Der Luther-
aner, XV (21 September 1858), 2L, col. 1. i

38poth were guests at the convention of the Western District which
met 5-10 May 1859 at Addison, Illinois. Missouri Synod, Western Dis-
trict, Proceedings, 1859, p. 6.

39Der ILutheraner, XV (12 July 1859), 192, col. 1. Prairie Mount
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sumner of 1860 Rupprecht was officially appointed to serve as an
itinerant.ho However, before he could be apprised of this fact he
had already accepted a call away from the Herdersm arca and could not
carry out the assignmeni. Johann Horst, who had been delegated to
inform Rupprecht of the synodical resolution, then asked for ancther
candidate., By the following February this request had been filled
with the sending of Candidate A, E. Winter., There is no indication

that Reisepredicer Vinter was called by or in any way associated with

a particular congregation. Yet soon after he arrived, on the seventh
Sunday after Trinity of the same year, 1861, he was ordained by Horst. M1
Depending on how the notice of Vinter's ordination is interpreted, it
seems likely that he was one of the first itinerants to be ordained

simply as a Reiseprediger without an association with some congregation,

Winter accepted a call to St. John's congregation at Prairie Mount less

than a year later and was installed there by Horst on 18 May 1862,42

(or rrairie Mound) is the "Prairiemond" Ferdinand Sievers visited in
18565 see above, p. 102. Rupprecht's address is given as Henderson,
linnesota. Cf. Missouri Synod, Proceedings, 1860, p. 31.

hut‘.‘hen he was accepted into advisory membership in Synod at the
1860 convention, he was listed as "Reiseprediger in Minnesota," ibid.,
Pe 13, His appointment as Reiseprediger was on ppe. 70f.

Lt:l-'I'l':e'report; sent in by Horst stated: "Nachdem nun derselbe
[Winter] einen seiner Sendung entsprechenden, rechtmissigen Beruf er—
halten und angenommen hat, ist er . . . von dem Unterzeichneten or-
dinirt worden.," It did not say aything about him being installed.
Presumably the call correspending to his commission would have to be
that issuved by the synodical convention in 1860, first to Rupprecht
and now to Winter. Der Lutheraner, XVII (6 August 1861), 206, col. 3.
Cf. Wissouri Synod, Northern District, Proceedings, 1862, p. 5.

U2per Lutheraner, XVIII (25 June 1862), 183, col. 2. Cf, Missouri
Synod, Northern District, Proceedings, 1862, p. 6.
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In timec other men entered the Minnesota field. In March 1862
Albrecht Brand had to resign at Trinity and an affiliated congregation
in Town Hard, Winona County, due to ill health, and H. F. C. Ch. Grupe
vas called.U3 Meanvhile, in early 1862 Johann Horst was still making
occasional circuits from I-.Iinneapo]is.m* By October 1862 Horst had
moved to near Red Wing, Minnesota. On 1l December his congregation,

Ste Paul's in Town Hay Creek, Goodhue County, dedicated a new frame

building.lS
Horthern District Vork in Wisconsin

During this same period prior to 1865 various points in Wisconsin
also became mission outposts and centers for expanding activities after
the fashion of Rock Island, Illinois, and Iowa City, Iowa. One such
center was Oshkosh, Visconsin., On Exaudi Sunday, 1859, Candidate
Friedrich Ruhland was installed in the congregation !"cre, after having
been ordained previously in Friedrich Lochner's éongregation in Mil-
waukee on Ascension Day. The Oshkosh congregation, vacant since Martin
Stephan had left for Fort Wayne nearly a year before, was small, "aber
Uberaus wichtig als Ausgengspankt zum Missioniren unter den lutherischen

Niederlassungen des Nordwestens VWisconsins . « « " During the vacancy

l"31)'er Lutheraner, XVIII (30 April 1862), 150f. Cf. Missouri Synod,
Northern District, Proceedings, 1862, p. 6.

l"*]_)_e_:; Lutheraner, XVIII (25 June 1862), 183. This is an acknow-
ledgment of $25.00 through Mr. V., Meyer from the congregation in Fort
Vayne to cover the remaining debt on his Missionspferd.

W51bid., XIX (1 October 1862), 2k, col. 3; ibid., XIX (21 January
1863), 87, col., 1ls




136
it had been visited by Pastor Lochner and others occasionally and had

provided itself with Lesegpttesdionste.h6 The hopes for further ex-

pansion from this center apparently began to be realized at least by
8 September 1861 vhen Pastor J. N. Beyer, from Hermann, Visconsin, was

installed in the former Filialremeinde of the Oshkosh church, Zion

congregation at Caledonia and Vinchester, Winnebago County, Wisconsin.
Meanvhile the Oshkosh congregation had other Filialen at New Iondon,
Blomfield, and Belleplain.l7

Another such mission outpost was Wausau, Wisconsin. Here J. Jacob
Hoffmann served first as a Hilfsprediger to Pastor Johann Strieter be-
ginning in early 1861, then on 15 August 1861 was installed as head

pastor in '\'Iausau.h8 Vhile still a Hilfsprediger Hoffmann was able to

qualify for support from the home mission fund administered by Dr.
Sihler.h9 Even after accepting the call as pastor in full he kept up
his itinerant activities.50

A letter to August Crimer in Fort Vayne printed later in 1861 in

Der Lutheraner described Hoffmann's work shortly before he was offi=-

hsIbid., XV (28 June 1859), 183, col. 2. The spelling here was
"Oschkosch,"

bTiissouri Synod, Northern District, Proceedings, 1862, p. 6.

haggz Lutheraner, XVIII (17 September 1861), 23, col. 3. Cf.
Missouri Synod, Northern District, Proceedings, 1862, pe 5.

L9xe acknowledged a receipt of $50.,00 toward the purchase of a
horse from the home mission fund, and amother $12.00 for home mission
purposes from private sources. Der Lutheraner, XVIII (3 September
1861), 15, col. 2.

504 acknowledged receipt of another $25.00 to cover the debt on
his horse from the congregation in Fort Vayne., Ibid., XX (15 September
1863), 16’ col. 1.
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cially installed at Wausau. As a rule he was preaching in the Vausau
congregation each Sunday and was making the rounds of the other places
at least once every three wecks, He had five places which he consid-
ered "within" the boundaries of the main parish at Wausau and which he
visited every two weeks--three one Sunday and two the next. In addi-
tion he was serving eight other stations lying from fifteen to seventy-
seven miles distant from Wausau., His main complaint was about Method-
istic inroads among the people and their general indifference, He was
also serving in the capacity of a colporteur. In the past few days be
had sold $25.00 worth of literature, half on credit, and had exhausted
his supply of merchandise.Sl Hoffmann made a distinction between what

he considered a Filiale and mercly a Missionsposten: a Filiale con—

sisted of at least twenty families or 50.52 The last part of his re-
port was mainly about his various encounters with the Methodists and
other sectarians, and their abuse of the sacraments in particular.
However, Hoffmann was cautious not to invade amother pastor's territory.
For some time he had hesitated to visit the most remote station on his
itinerary (the one seventy-seven miles away) because he had heard that
another Lutheran pastor was supposed to come. Later he found out that
the Wisconsin Synod had promised a man, but no one had come., The agtiv—-

ities Hoffmann described were dated between 20 July and 11 August 1861.53

515, Jacob Hoffmann, "Reiscprediger-Bericht," ibid., XVIII (30
October 1861), Llif. Hoffmann's first initial was incorrectly given as
"G.," in his signature at the end of the article.

5211; was some time before the second installment of this article
appeared. Ibid., XVIII (8 Jamary 1862), 85f,

53Tbid., XVIII (22 January 1862), 92-9. Tnroughout the entire
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In time Hoffmann was able to turn part of the work over to assis-
tants. On Ascension Day, 25 Hay 1865, Philipp Samuel Estel was in-

stalled as Hoffmann's Hilfsprediger in Wausau.’l In comnection with a

m.ssion festival on b July 1666, Hoffmann ordained and installed
Fhregott Gottfried Christian Markworth as pastor of St. John's, Zion,
and Trinity congregations and as "Hilfsprediger am Zionsdistrict der
Huttergemeinde."ss

Another of these early mission centers was perhaps Eau Claire,
Visconsin. Here, on the fifteenth Sunday after Trinity, 1862, re-
cent graduate of the practical seminary in St. Louis Theodor Gustav
Adolph Krumsieg was ordained and installed by H. Grupe.°6 Krumsieg's
itinerant activities may be inferred from the fact that he also quali-
fied for firnncial assistance from the home mission treasury in Fort

Wayne, 57 By 13 December 1863 Krumsieg had departed the Eau Claire re-

article names of persons and places were deleted,

Sthid., XTI (15 June 1865), 159, col. 1. Estel had been ordained
somewhat earlier by Friedrich Lochner in Milwaukee; ibid., XXI (15 May
1865), 142, col. 1,

S5Ibid., XXIT (15 July 1866), 17L, col. 2. Tis would seem to in-
dicate that these congregations in Marathon County were forming an
association of congregations, or district congregations, similar to
the practice in cities such as St. Louis and Chicago. COn 31 May 1866
Estel, no longer merely a Hilfsprediger, had been installed as nastor
of St., John's with congregations in three towns "im untern Theile
- unsers gemeinschaftlichen Wirkungskreises."

56Th3a,, XIX (15 October 1862), 32.

' 57From Fall-Creek, Visconsin, Krumsieg acknowledged receipt of
$150,00 through Mr, W, Meyer for a horse, saddle and harness; ibid.,
XIX (1 March 1863), 111, col, l. Krumsieg was very likely the uni-
dentified applicant who had inspired an earlier appeal by Ur, Sihler
to replenish the depleted home mission fundj W, Sihler, "Herzliche
Bitte an die Gemeinde der Synode," ibid., XIX (12 November 1862), LS.
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glon for two congregations in Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin,>®
First reached by men from ¥isconsin, upper Michigan may also be
considered in this connection. J. Jacob Hoffmann of Vausau first
penetrated this region which was booming as a result of its mining in-
terests, His trin, by foot, was made between 8 and 27 August 186L. A

detailed report was printed in Der Lutheraner. In Rockland, Michigan,

he found a group vhich considered itself Missourier, but for lack of
any other they had allowed themselves to be served by a man from the
Wichigan Synod, This man, a graduate of the Basel mission school, hap-
pened to be on his death-bed and Hoffmann was at his side shorily be-
fore he passed away. From Rockland Hoffmann proceeded to Ontonagon on
Lake Superior, thionch Buchanon, Burlington, and Portland in Minnesota,
Superior City, La Pointe, Bayfield, and Bay City, near Ashland, ¥iscon-
sin, and the Michigan cities of Marquette and Mumsing. Having found
quite a number of Lutherans, some of whom considered themselves
Missouri Synod members, Hoffmann urged Professor Crimer, to whom his
letter was addressed, to see to it that a man was sent to this area.>?
This proposal was followed up the next year when Pastor August
Rohrlack was installed in Rockland, Michigan. The man who made a spe-
cial trip to the rezion in order to perform the installation, A. D.
Stecher of Sheboygan, Visconsin, gave a detailed account of his trip.
Stecher went by lake boat through Sault Ste. Marie. Vherever the boat

stopped off enroute, Stecher would disembark and scout about for Luther=-

58Tbid., XX (1 January 1864), 71, col. 1.

59J. Jacob Hoffmann, "Missionsreise-Bericht," ibid., XXI (15 Octo-
ber 186l), 28-30.
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ans—in Marquette, Padish Lake (in the vicinity of Hancock and Houghton),
and Antonagon ( g_ig), Rockland was a copper mining town about fourteen
miles inland from Ontonagon. FRohrlack had already been there for about
two and a half weeks and had already come to the conclusion that he
would do best not to consider himself a traveling missionary for the
entire region, Steamboat travel on the lake was too uncertain, and as
long as he remained stationed in Rockland he was too far from the harbor
at Ontonagon to make easy boat accommodations. Stecher could testify to
the uncertainty of lake travel from personal experience. Eoats arrived
at harbors on no particular schedule and sounded a signal when they
viere ready to set sail again. Rohrlack would waste too much time wait-
ing for boats, since there was not even a telegravh from Rockland to
the harbor, DBesides, he had plenty to keep him occupied in Rockland
and could also teach schcol.éo
Stecher suggested that someone other than Rohrlack be assigned to
man a mission post for the entire Lake Superior region:
Soll seitens unserer Synode flir Lake Superior etwas Veiteres ge-
schehen, so muss entweder ein Reiseprediger von Beruf, oder in
Ermangelung desselben ein Bruder im Amte, flir mindestens zweil
Monate hinaufgesendet werden, um mit Musse und Umsicht die dorti-
gen Verh8ltnisse, sonderlich auch an der Minen landeinwdrts, ndher
kennen zu lernen, und zu diesem Zweck in seiner Gemeinde so lange
vertreten werden. Da auvch am Canada-Ufer sich mehrere Kupferminen
befinden, von denen wir noch gar nichts in Erfahrung gebracht
haben6 so dliirfte auch eine Reise dahin nicht chne guten Erfolg

sein.

Thus the entire region first needed further exploration. This was the

604, D, Stecher, "Bericht llber eine Missionsreise des Past. Stecher
bei Gelegenheit der Einft\hrun§ des Past. Hohrlack in Rockland, HMich.,"
ibid,, XXIT (15 November 1865), L3-Lib.

6lmyid., p. LS, col. 2.

Ny
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work, so to speak, of a "professional" Reiseprediger——a man specially

called for the purpose (ein Reiseprediger von Beruf)——or at least a man

vwho could manage to get a leave of absence from his congregation for
several months., There is no evidence, it would seem, that Stecher's
suggestion was followed up. York continued in the upper Michigan area,
Pastor Rohrlack, however, soon encountered creater difficulties than
he had at first perhaps anticipated. He did make at least several ex—
Ploratory trips into surrounding areas--Haple Grove, ten miles from
Rockland, and Portage Lake, sixty miles distant—but finally concluded
that he would do well just to keep his little flock together in

Rockland. This later report states that a Reiseprediger would hardly

have much success in the area.62
The Movement Toward an Official Itineracy

The years from about 1860 to 1865 brought more and more pressure
in certain areas of the lMissouri Synod for attention to the problem of
meeting the needs of the scattered brethren on the frontier. Pastors
should in no way be hindered by their congregations from carrying on
mission work in their neighborhoods.63 Steps ought to be taken to con-
solidate parishes in many localities and especially to relieve pastors

of teaching duties.éh Such irresponsible squandering of precious man-

62Aug. Hohrlack, "Das Missionsgebiet am Lake Superior," ibid., &XIT
(1 July 1866), 162-6L. This is a good illustration of onc area and set
of circumstances where an itinerant ministry proved a practical failure,

63u3 ssouri Synod, Western District, Proceedings, 1862, p. 1h.

6hr, c. D, Yiyncken in his presidential address, Missouri Synod,
Proceedings, 1863, p. 20,
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power would have to stop:

Vidhrend wir jede kleine Gemeinde, die sich an uns wendet, mit

einem Prediger versehen, sind Canada, Minnesota, und Jowa, wo

wir doch schon seit Jahren Gemeinden haben, von andern Synoden

eingenommen. Californien wnd das uns zur Zeit freilich ver-

schlossene Texas, wie auch Iowa, rufen seit Jahren vergeblich

nach Reisegrcdigcrn. Sie haben je einen sesshaften Prediger,

Tova zwei.o>

No specific action was taken at this convention in response to
President Vyneken's urging.éé Another proposal appeared in Der Luth-
eraner about this same time. Pastor Martin Stephan appealed for fewer
small congregations. He admitted that it would not do to violate exist-—
ing parish lines, but steps could be taken tc prevent the same mistake
in the western states where ccﬁzregations were just being organized.

Ist eine Gegend so zerstreut angesiedelt, dass sich keine grBssere

zusammenh8ngende Gemeinde bilden 1l¥sst, so sollte es vorerst ein

Reiscprediger-District bleiben, und sollten nicht die einzelnen

Predigtpl#tze sogleich mit Predigern besetzt werden.

In due time attention could be given to the proper and traditional

deutsches Parochialwesen, those in one area could be gathered intoc one

congregation, Filialeemeinden could be formed——perhaps under a teacher——

67

and congregations would assume more convenient forms and sizes.

Such a proposition as this involved an assumption—namely, that the
itinerant ministry could be used as a valid form of ministry to meet the
needs of the scattered frontier brethren. It was an assumption which.)(

had been a long time in coming. And one more hurdle--the doctrinal

651pid,
66Eissouri Synod, Proceedings, 1863, p. 95,

67H. Stephan, "Unsere kleinen Gemeinden," Der Lutheraner, XX (1
July 186)), 163-65.
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implications and ramifications it entailed—-mould still have to be
crossed. This was roughly the status of the itinerant ministry in
the Missouri Synod by 1865.
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CHAPTER VIII
THE DOCTRINAL PROBLEM
The HNature of the Problem

Throughout the early history of itinerant ministries in the
Missouri Synod there were indications that some uncertainty about the
doctrinal implications and ramifications of such offices existed, For
'example, the 1848 convention actually heard two opposing points of view
expressed about whetaer the Synod might commission a pastor to visit
the scattered Lutherans, or whether such authority for the ministry
came from the congregation alone by virtue of its call.l The first
itinerant ministry, the Besucher, may have been abandoned in 1850 and
the colporteur substituted for it because of this unresolved dcctrinal
issue,2 |The plan August Selle proposed in 1857, that the Synod send
out a so=called Evangelist, prcbably came to nought because of the same
doubts and scruples aboubt the right of Synod to appoint a man to such >(
an office in which he would be functioning as a minister of the Vord
without the benefit of a call from a congregation he would be serviné]
To understand this reticence on the part of Synod one must examine the
official doctrine of the ministry to which it subscribed.

One of the main sources for this doctrine was the second part of

C, F, W. Walther's Die Stimme unserer Kirche in der Frage von Kirche

Lsee above, pp. 6Lf.

%See above, p. 81, esp. ine 3.

e e
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229}&22. Here supported by ample testimonies from the Scriptures,
the Lutheran Confessions, and the writings of the fathers of the
church, Walther had surmarized in ten theses or propositions the tra—
ditional Lutheran doctrine "Vom heiligen Predigtamt oder Pfarramt," as
held by the Missouri Synod.3 These theses were composed mainly in the
context of a debate with Pastor J. A. A. Grabau of the Buffalo Synod,h
but partly aiso in the context of a rather heated discussion vhich had
arisen in the German churches following the political upheaval of
181,8.,°

In a number of respects Walther's point of view, and that offi-

cially adorted by Synod, might be regarded as a mediating view. Two

3c. T, w. Vialther, Die Stimme unserer Kirche in der Frage von
Kirche und Amt (Third edition; Lrlangen: Andreas Deichert, 1075)s PPe
Xv, xvi and 174-l24. This work had first been authorized by the 1350
Missouri Synod convention as a reply to Pastor J. A. A. Grabau of the
Buffalo Synod, with whom a dispute had arisen over the doctrine of the
church and the ministry. The theses were submitted to the 1851 conven-
tion for discussion and approval. The first book form, with supporting
quotations, aprseared in 1052, A second edition was printed in 1865 and
a £0Frth in 1911 at Zwickau in Saxony. Hereafter referred to as Kirche
und Amt,

hFor a good history of this controversy, see Roy A, Suelflow, "The
Relations of the Missouri Synod with the Buffalo Synod up to 1866,"
S. T. M, Dissertation, Concordia Seminary, 1945, printed in Concordia
Historical Institute Quarterly, XXVII (April 195h§, 1-19; ibid., XXVII
(July 195L), 57-73; ibid., XAVIL (October 195L), 97-132.
SA brief discussion of this controversy is in Conrad Bergendoff,
The Doctrine of the Church in American Lutheranism (Philadelphia:
Muhlenber; Press, 1956), obp. 20f. A study quoted by Bergendoff, which
is mainly based on the German sources but which also mentions Walther's
role, is by Holsten Fagerberg, Bekenntnis, Kirche und Amt in der Deut-
schen Konfessionellen Theologie des 19. Jahrhunderts (Uppsala: Almqvist
& Wiksells Boktryckeri ab, 1952, ppe 101-20, esp. pp. 111f, Francis
Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, trans. by %alter W, F, Albrecht (St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 1953), III, esp. pp. LU3ff., also has much
useful historical information.
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contrasting points of view had arisen, with representatives both in
America and abroad. On the one hand men such as Grabau in America,
and Julius Stahl and Vilhelm Loche in Germany, stressed the divine
origin and authority of the office of the ministry. In Germany the
crisis was precipitated by the breakdown of state control over the
churches, especially following 188. In the place of the state, many
of the most Confessional theologians and leaders advocated a type of
episcopal polity because they feared that anarchy and disorder would
result from lay autonomy. An analogous problem in America resulted
from this country's religious pluralism and lack of state control of
the church., Extremists even went so far as to advocate a concept of
apostolic succession, Hearly all who held this point of view stressed
the importance of ordination and that a proper call was necessary for
the administration of the scraments. The role of the congregation or
or the laity was relatively unimportant. This point of view, in other X
words, implied that the existence of the church was dependent upon the
ministry, or that the ministry, so to speak, makes the church.

On the cther hand, an opposing school of thought, represented in
Germany principally by J. W. F. H8fling at Erlangen, denied the divine
ordinance of the office of the ministry and stressed its derivation
out of the universal priesthood, or the Christian congregation. But in
its extreme forms this view made of the holy ministry too much merely a
human ordinance and an expediency. There would be no divine command or
necessity attached to it. The very existence of the office would be a
matter of human discretion and under certain circumstances it might

actually te dispensable. In other words the church arbitrarily makes—
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or does not make, as the casc may be--the ministry.
Vialther, although he very strongly favored the latter view in that
the office was looked upon as a derivation of the rights -ranted all
Christians as royal priests, nevertheless was very cautious to avoid

extremes such as those of Hﬁflinrr_.6 This is also abundantly clear from

the ten theses on the ministry in Kirche und Amt, especially if they

are read in the light of the contrasts Valther faced., The first three
assert the uniqueness, the divine ordinance, and the obligatory nature

of the office of the ministry.! At the same time, according to thesis
X

IV, it is not a special class (Stand), superlative to that of ordinary

Christians.” Thesis V set forth the authority of the office: to

60. F. V. Valther, "Reiscbericht des Redakteurs," Der Lutheraner,
VIIT (13 April 1852), 133. H8fling, Valther asserted, overlooked the
divine origin, institution, and the express command of the Lord upon
wiich the ministry rested, Fagerberg has also found Valther's a medi-
ating view, an attempt to circumvent the two fruitless extremes: ™"Der
Versuch Valthers, eine vermittelnde Haltung einzunehmen, ist deutlich.
Er wollte zugleich auf dem Recht des Amtes wie auf dem der Cemeinde
bestehen: die Eigenart des Amtes [i.e., its divine origin and institu-
tion, its relative antonomy] sollte aufgezeigt werden, ohne es deshalb
allzu stark von der Gemeinde abzugrenzen. &in Beleg flir seine Zwischen-
stellung ist der Umstand, das beide gegnerischen Lager der Amtsdiskussion
%iiubten, Walthers Zustimmung sicher zu sein." Fagerberg, op. cit., pp.

3 2125

Hot surprisinzly, perhaps, this was Walther's own conception of his
role in the debate. He did not want to be grouped together with H8fling.
In connection with a book review in Lehre und Wehre, he remarked:
"Leider ist es dahin gekommen, das$ jetzt jeder, welcher die romanistische
Lehre von Amte verwirft, in dieser Lehre flir einen H8flingianer gilt und
als ein socher verdichtigt wird, wHhrend doch HBfling's Lehre vom Amte
und die der romanisirenden Lutheraner die zwei entgegengesetzten Extreme
sind, zwischen denen die reine lutherische lehre, zu der sich unsere
Synode allein bekannt hat und noch bekennt, in der Mitte liegt." [C. F.
W, Walther], "Kraussold und die Lehre vom Amh," Lehre und Wehre, IV
(December 1858), 35k, fn.

Tialther, Kirche und Amt, pp. xv, 174ff., 193ff., 211ff,

81bid., pp. xv, 221¢f,
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preach the Cospel, administer the Sacraments, and to function as a
spiritual tribunal (Cericht).?

The next two theses, perhaps the most crucial ones, presented an
explanation of how the authority of the ministry could be derived from
the universal priesthood or the congregation and still preserve its
divine source and uniqueness:

VI. Thesis

Das Predigtamt wird von Gott durch die Gemeinde, als Inhaberin

aller Kirchengewalt oder der Schllissel, und durch deren von Gott

vorgeschriebenen Beruf Wbertragen. Die Ordination der Berufenen
mit Handauflegung ist nicht gBttlicher Einsetzung, sondern eine

apostolische kirchliche Ordnung, und nur eine Bffentliche feier—
liche Bestitigung jenes Berufes.

VII. Thesis
Das heilige Predigtamt ist die von Gott durch die Gemeinde als
Inhaberin des Priesterthums und aller Kirchengewalt Hbertragene
Gewalt, die Rechte des geistlichen Priegterthums in Bffentlichem
Amte von Gemeinschaftswegen auszullben.
Thesis VIII went on to state that the ministry was the highest office
in the church and that all other offices issued out of it.l: The
ministry demands reverence and unconditional obedience, according to
the ninth thesis, but only when it requires what is explicitly re-
quired in the Word of God, Ministers may not dominate the church or,

for example, regulate indifferent matters arbitrarily.12 Finally, in

thesis ten, it was stated that judging doctrinal matters was indeed a

2291Q°’ PP, XV, 230ff,
4., pp. xv, 2U5EE. 315£f.
1bid., pp. xvi, 3h2ff.
121334, , pp. xvi, 360ff.
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function of the ministry, but that laymen also shared in this responsi-
bility,13
For the present purposes the most important of these theses are
numbers VI and VII vhich set forth what has come to be known as the

so-called theory of transference (Uebertramunﬁsthcorie). The authority

of the ministry belongs originally to all Christians, that is, to the
general spirituval priesthood or congregation. But for the sake of
order and for its public administration, this authority is transferred,
or cormitted, by the original possessors to certain individuals,

Vhat bearing doec this have on the subject of itinerant ministries?
Very simply stated, the doctrine of transference would seem to at least
imply that any minister must first have a congregation, which in turn
delegates or transfers to him his authority and rights:before he may
administer these publicly., A corollary of the doctrine of transference
is the concept of congregatiohal autonomy or supremacy. Only the con-
gregation may determine who is to preach the Word and administer the
sacraments publicly in its behalf. Only the congregation may exiend a —
call to a candidate for the ministry and only the congregation's call
is a valid call. This would mean that, theoretically, an itinerant
minister should have a valid call from a congregation in the area in
vhich he is to function before he can be sent. Furthermore, if fol-
lowed consistently, this means that no representative church body, such
as a synod or a mission board of the synod, can appoint such a man or

issue a wvalid call.

BIbidc’ pp. X'Vi, 398'{1"
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A related, though somewhat more practical issue, might be men-
tioned also at this point. In copsidcring the itinerant ministry the
question sometimes arose as to whether this was really the most effi-
cient and most practical way of promoting the extension of God's king-
dom here on earth, Vas it best to concentrate on a small area ard
minister well to the needs of a few, through sound indoctrination and

personal pastoral guidance (Privatseelsorge)? Or was it better, and

under the urgent conditions of the American frontier, perhaps manda-
tory, to spread the work thinner, and to try to reach as many of the
scattered brethren as possibly, even if less 1’.‘requenJl',?I.;y?1’-L This prac-
tical problem was closely related to the more theoretical and doctrinal
problem., And in both respects it is probably true that "the Lutheran
tradition . . . demanded an emphasis on a resident ministry."l5

In spite of some opposition and no little hesitation, itinerants

vere appointed and sent out during the years from 1847 to 1865, as

lhThis was precisely the way the issue was formulated at the
second convention of the Vestern District in 1856; "Vom Bedienen vieler
Gemeinden-Evangelistenamt, u.," Verhandlungen der Zweiten Sitzungen des
westlichen Districts der Deuvischen Evang.-Luth. Synode von Missouri,
Ohio und andern Staaten, im Jahre 1826 (St, Louis: Druckerel Ger evang.—
Tuth. Synode von Missouri, Ohio U. 8. St., Ned.), ppe 35f. Cf. above
pp. 97f. Hereafter all such official Proceedings of conventions are
cited in the following abbreviated form: Hissouri Syncd, Testern Dis=
trict, Proceedings, 1856, pp. 35ff.

150ar1 S, Meyer, "Lutheran Immigrant Churches Face the Problems
of the Frontier," Cahurch History, XXIX (December 1960), LL8. Meyer is,
of course, speaking principally of the practical aspect. A brief dis-
cussion of the doctrinal issue, especially of the matter of congrega-
tional sovereignty, is Aug. R. Suelflow's "Historic Fatterns of Lutheran
Settlement and Outreach," The Lutheran Parish in an Urbanized America
with Special Reference to the Missouri Symod, ed. by loss P. Scherer,
Fifteenth Yearbook, Lutheran kducation Association (River Forest,
Tllinois: L. E, A., 1958), pp. 29f.
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shown in the preceding chapters. During this same period not one,
but a number of suggestions and possible solutions to the problem were
explored, The published sources indicate, however, that the most
crucial and irmportant discussions in terms of results did not take
place until 1863, and particularly 1865. Attention must be given to

both of these discussions.
The Synodical Convention of 1863

At the 1863 general convention of the Missouri Synod a lengthy
discussion, mostly having to do with the doctrine of the ministry,
arose, sparked initially by a consideration of the twenty-first thesis

of Prof, Valther's Dic rechte Gestalt einer vom Staate unabhingigen

Evangelisch-Lutherischen Ortsp,em.einde.l6 The discussion began with

the matter of how vacant congregations ought to consult with neighbor-

ing pastors for direction vhen calling a new pastor and it ended with

a lively discussion about the Reiseprediger. Immediately preceding
this last section the doctrine of ordination had been discussed, with
particular reference to the errors of J. A. A. Grabau on this point.17

The issue of the Reiseprediger was articulated in the following

manner:

Die Reiseprediger gehen aus ohne Beruf zu einem Pfarramt, und
darum ohne Ordination; ihr einziger Beruf ist der Beruf der Liebe.

16c, F. W. Valther, Die rechte Gestalt einer vom Staate unab-
hingigen Evangelisch-Lutherischen Ortsgemeinde (St. Louis: Gedruckt
bei Aug. Wiebusch u. Sohn, 1863).

17nyerhandlungen liber § 21 des Referats von Herrn Prof. Walther
fiber 'die rechte Gestalt einer vom Staate unabhingigen Ev,-Luth, Orts-
gemeinde, '" Missouri Synod, Proceedings, 1863, pp. 52ff.
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Wenn sie nun zu den verlassenen Leuten kommen und predigen, so
gerathen sie oft in grosse Gewissensnoth, wenn sie aufgefordert
werden, Kinder zu taufen; in noch gr8ssere Anfechtung kommen sie,
wenn sie hie und da in Hothfililen das heil, Abendmahl verwalten
sollen. Die Verwaltung der Taufe ist ihnen bisher gestattet
viorden, nicht so die Verwaltung des heil. Abendmahls, das Letztere,
nicht, weil sie kein Recht dazu hitten, sondern weil im Betreff
des Abendmshls kein solcher Nothfall verhanden sein kann, wie im
Betreff der Taufe.

This provoked a contest between two different opinions which could not
be completely reconciled. One side was more liberal about what minis-

terial functions the Reiseprediger could perform. Provided he did not

usurp an office which did not belong to him or assume an improper
character, under certain circumstances the itinerant could perform all
the acts of the office. If the people requested him to perform the
acts of the office they would thus be extending him a call, or what
might be regarded as a call unter the necessitous éircumstances. The
opposing point of view was more strict:

Nur muss man dabei nicht vergessen, dass das Predigtemt eine g8tt—
liche Ordnung ist und nicht eine menschliche. Ist es eine gbtt-
liche Ordnung, so darf ich sie nun und nimmermehr #bertreten,
ausser im hbchsten Nothfalle, da des armen Stinders Seligkeit auf
dem Spiele steht. Allerdings hat der Herr Jesus diese Ordnung
gemacht nicht zum Verderben der Seelen, sondern zu ihrer Rettung,
alsc darf im Nothfalle der Reiseprediger taufen, ja auch das
heil. Abendmahl verwalten, aber dies kann eben nur gerechtfertigt
werden durch den Nothfall. Ein Reiseprediger ist ohne Amt; wenn
er es zur Regel macht, zu taufen, wo man es nur verlangt, und
Abendmahl zu halten, wo man es nur begehrt, so begeht er eine
schwere Verstindigung an Goties Ordnung.

The argument that the request consitutes a call was denied, on the
grounds that the people were not actually calling him, but only en-

trusting him with a single act of the office,1

B1h3d., p. 56. English translation of this entire section in
Appendix B, pp. 205=210,
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One of the main issues centered about the administration of
baptism. In cases of emergency fathers of households, for example,->&

could baptize. But if the father asked a Reiseprediger to do it for

him, this did not constitute a call into the public ministry. If,
however, no pastor was available and the proper persons felt incapable,
the task might be delegated to another person., This would constitute

a case of emergency or necessity and in such cases also a Reiseprediger

might baptize. This was as much as the more conservative side in the
discussion was willing to concede. But if this is true of this one
function of the ministry, than vhat about others? Must preaching, too,
be limited to cases of necessity?

Antwort: Es ist ein grosser Unterschied zwischen Taufen und
Predigen. Venn die Leute eben so gut selbst predigen kBnnten,
wie sie selbst taufen kbnnen, so wdre das freilich eine Gott-
losigkeit, wenn ich als Nicht-Berufener ihnen Bffentlich predigen
wollte; denn dann griffe ich in ein fremdes Amt und mit Recht
kBnnten die Leute sagen: Geh nur deiner Vege, wir brauchen dich
nicht zum Predigen, das kbnnen wir selbst! Das kbnnen sie aber
nicht und stehen darum in grosser Gefahr, verloren zu gehen. Da
bitten wir demn einen Bruder, dass er sich die Liebe dringen
lasse, die armen Leute aufzusuchen und ihnen das Evangelium zu
bringen. Etwas anderes ist es mit der Taufe, die kbnnen und
sollen sie im Nothfalle selbst verrichten. Wenn freilich auch
in Beziehung auf sie die Leute sagen: Wir sind zu ungeschickt
dazu, dann taufe man, nur lasse man Nothfall Nothfall sein und
ein Reiseprediger gerire sich nicht als Pfarrer, sonst Ubertritt
er Gottes Ordnung.

This did not satisfy the more liberal element. It would be difficult
to get these doctrinal subleties across to the people and would only
confuse them, "Sagt man ihnen: Ich bin kein Pfarrer, thut's selber,
so werden sie die Augen aufreissen und davon laufen; denn sie sind un-
wissend und unverstdndig." The reply was that ignorant people must be
instructed. They should be happy to learn that they possess rights

they did not know they had. And if they still want the itinerant %o
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perform a baptism he should say: "Vohlan, ich will's thun, wie du
selbst, oder dein WNachbar es auch thun kbnnte "9
The more liberal point of view was still not satisfied: Thy was

it that, aside from regular congregational conditions, a Reiseprediger

was not allowed to do what a common citizen or farmer even couvld do in
cases of necessity, if he has the gift for it? The answer to this was
that the administration of the sacraments presupposes the existence of
congregations, where the preached Viord has already fulfilled its pur-
pose. The conservatives cited by way of historical precedent the fact
that the Lutheran fathers had condemned the Calvinists in France for

employing Reiseprediger to do mission work during the second part of

the sixteenth century. Such men were proselytizers, were not to be re—
garded as pastors, and had no valid call. They had stolen France from
the Lutheran church. But this was in ecclesiastically well-regulated
France, was the counter argument, and could hardly apply to the circum—
stances in America. Here there would not be so much danger of usurping
someone else's office. In fact, the‘unique situation in religiously
pluralistic America, so the argument apparently went, demanded a new
interpretation of this entire matter. Now it was the turn of the more
conservative side to object, and this seems to have been the concluding
argument of the debate:
Antwort: Das Gesagte trifft nicht die Sache, Dass unsre Reise-
prediger predigen sollen, darliber sind wir ja alle einig; nur
nicht taufen, nur kein Abendmahl halten sollen sie ohne die
dringendste Noth. Wenn ich als Reiseprediger den Leuten gepre-

- diget habe, dann wasche ich meine Hinde in Unschuld; denn ich
habe gethan, sie zu retten, was ich konnte und durfte. Vas das

191pid., p. 57.
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Taufen betrifft, so ist es ganz dasselbe, ob ich ein Kind hier in

Fort Viayne oder in Oregon taufe,=-immer darf ich es nur im Noth-

fall, wenn entweder Sterbensgefahr oder sonstige Nothstinde dazu

dréngen. Ls wird also zugegeben: Venn ein Reiseprediger fremd

an einen Ort hinkommt, so mag er taufen, wenn die, so zundchst

dazu berufen sind, und zwar zuallerndchst die VHter, sich's nicht

selbst getrauen, ja er mag in gewissen dringenden HNothf8llen auch

das Abendmahl verwalten; aber er sehe sich wohl vor und priife

genau, ob auch solche llothfdlle vorliegen, sonst kbnnte ihm seine

Handlungsweise noch in der Todesstunde grosse Gewissensqual ver—

ursachen, 20

Neither side can be said to have won a decisive victory in this
encounter. Yet it did show certain areas of agreement. For one thing,
by this time the existence of itinerants seems to have been taken as
a matter of fact, even by those vho were not too sure about the propri-
ety of the office. According to the discussion it was the Reise-
prediger himself who was having doubts and scruples and wanted an
answer to this problem. It was no longer a matter of whether or not
to have an itinerant ministry, but only one of how mmuch such itiner-
ants might be permitted to do. The answer given at the 1863 conven-
tion, stated as concisely as possible, was that they could preach—-of
this both sides were certain--but thét they could administer the sac- )(
raments only in cases of emerzency or necessity. Here a difference of
opinion came into focus—over the issue of what constituted such a
case of necessity.

One side, those favoring a broader interpretation of the Reise-

rediger's function, argued that his whole existence, his very need to

be, was predicated on the desperate spiritual conditions the office

was designed to meet., His call was a call of love, though this line

201pid., p. 58.
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of reasoning was not fully developed in this discussion, and the call
of love outweighed and outranked all others, even procedures of calling
established by God Himself for ordinary conditions. This argument was
briefly alluded to, at the very outset, in the 1863 discussion; it was
one which would be expanded on subsequently.

The more conservative side wanted strict limitations placed on the
definition of an emergencey. An emergency on the frontier in Oregon
could only be considerad an emergency if it would also have been an
emergency in the settled, well-regulated congregational life of the
city of Fort Vayne, where Synod happened to be meeting that year. In
general, the more liberal proponents were motivated by practical con-
cerns; the conservatives held out on more theoretical or doctrinal
grounds,

A further partial basis of agreement may have been the general

outlook of both sides toward the status of the Reisepredicer, his

office as compared to that of a regular, resident minister. That he

Was not to be equated with a resident pastor seems not to have been
contested even by his firmest advocates. He was not ordained,?l In
fact, he did noﬁ really have a call--not in the traditional sense of

the term. If he could be said to have a call, it was either merely the
general call of love-in-the-face-of-necessity, or else the casual, infor-
mal request made of him to perform some particular function of the

Public ministry. There was no suggestion in 1863 that Synod, acting

collectively in behalf of its congregations, could extend a call, while

21‘1}113 may not always have been the case, however. Cf, for example,
a possible exception in the case of A, E. Winter, p. 13k, above.
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thus preserving in theory the idea of congregational autonomy,
It might be remarked that, for the most part, the 1863 discussion

spoke in terms of a largely theoretical type of Reiseprediger, or per—

haps a potential type of Reiseprediger. For by far the majority of

itinerants up to this time seem to have becn associated with a congre-
gation from the outset of their work, or soon arranged for such an
association. It is true, of course, that even such men and also the
men who took leaves of absence and made exploratory trips ran into
difficulties when they penetrated new arcas. The official doctrine of
Synod was that a man should have a call from a congregntioﬁ first, in
advance of vhatever services he might render. But it is clear that by
1863 even the doubters were hardly interpreting the doctrine of the call
so strictly.

Iﬁ is interesting to note that these 1863 convention delegates

were not arguing, however, about resident pastors (sesshafte Prediger)

who made occasional itineraries or even about assistants (Gehiilfe;

Hilfsprediger) who were associated with a particular congregation but

who concentrated on outlying areas. Rather, the participants in the
discussion were concerned about the type of man who might be appointed,
for example, by Synod or one of the districts and who would function
purely as an itinerant. This was the type of office which Synod had
established in 18L7, but had abandoned, perhaps for doctrinal reasons,
by 1850. This was the idea which August Selle had promoted at the 1857
convention, bﬁt he had been forced to settle for a partially supported
assistant. In 1863 the Missouri Synod could again talk in terms of a

synodically appointed and official recognized itineracy. If this inter-
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pretation is correct, the 1863 convention marks another significant step

in the development of itinerant ministries in the Missouri Synod,
The Western District Convention of 1865

The other crucial discussion referred to above, perhaps even more
significant in terms of the results it produced, was a series of twenty-
eight theses, or propositions, presented and discussed at the conven-
tion of the Western District at Collinsville, I1linois, 10-17 May 1865.
It is not clear just vho composed these twenty-eight statements. It
may have been District President J. F. Binger himself, for it was he
who in his presidential address directed that they be discussed, even
though another principal essay had priority on the convention docket .22
The theses were brought before the convention by a special committee
of three, who had been given the assignment of reporting on the presi-

dential address.23 No immediate cause, other than President Blinger's

22An abbreviated report on the convention appeared soon after it
met. It stated: "Unser Herr Distrikts-Prises hatte n8mlich in der
Synodalrede darauf aufmerksam gemacht, wie wichtig und n8thig es sei,
dass Reiseprediger ausceschickt werden, die verlassenen und zerstreuten
Briider im fernen Westen und Norden aufzusuchen. Ja, aber wie soll das
gehen? ein Prediger ohne Gemeinde ist ja kein Prediger, wie soll man
also Reiseprediger schicken? Und doch haben wir beschlossen, vor der
Hand einen und, sobald wir kBnnen, mehr zu schicken?" The reader was
referred to the Froceedings for the answer the convention had given to
the question. J. P, Beyer, "Etwas von der letziten Synodalversammlung
in Collinsville," Der Luthcraner, XXI (1 June 1865), 146, col. 1. Em-
phases in original,

President Blinger demonstrated an abiding interest in the extension
of the church, This was his first presidential address.

23The address itself was omitted from the published Proccedings.
This committee, number IV, consisted of Pastors C. J. Hermann Fick, Ch.
Popp, and H. Wunder, WMissouri Synod, Western District, Proceedings,
1865, pp. 10, 57. There is a possibility that somcone else, such as
this committee, may have been authors of the theses.
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urging based on the general need for a solution to the Reiseprediger

problem, was given for the consideration of this matter at this time.
The theses appear to have been prescnted one by one and each was fol-
lowed by at least a few lines summarizing the discussion on the con-

vention floor, The line of reasoning propounded may be gathered from

the theses themselves:

1. Jeder gliubige neutestamentliche Christ ist ein wahrer und
nicht mehr bevormundeter, geistlicher Priester, davon die Sbhne
Levis und Aarons im Alten Testamente nur die Vorbilder und
Schatten waren.

2. Jeder Christ hat als geistlicher Priester: (1) das Amt des
Vortes, (2) zu taufen, (3) zu segnen oder weihen das heilige Brod
und Vein, (L) zu binden und von Stinden zu entbinden, (5) zu op-
fern, (63 zu beten fir die Andern, (7) zu urtheilen und erkennen
iber alle Lehre.2l

3. Das 8ffentliche Predigtamt ist die durch die gliubigen
Christen {ibertragene Gewalt, die Rechte des geistlichen Priester-
thums in Bffentlichem Amte an Christi Staat und von Gemeinschafts—
wegen auszuliben.

L. Das Bffentlich Predigtambt, und dass niemand dasselbe ver-
walten solle, er sei denn ordentlich dazu berufen, ist zwar eine
Ordnung und nicht ein Gnadenmittel, jedoch nicht eine mensch-
liche, sondern eine g8ttliche Ordnung.2

5. Alles, was zur Husserlichen indifferenten Ordnung in der
Kirche dient, ist von Gott der Kirche selbst in christlicher
Freiheit zu ordnen iiberlassen.

6. Vie alle Ordnungen des grossen Gottes selbst nicht nur um der

2h"Achtundzwanzig Thesen {lber den Beruf und die Stellung eines
Reisepredigers," Missouri Synod, Western District, Proceedings, 1865,
Pe 57. The locations of the theses in the Proceedings are given here
as they occur, since the presentation covers a number of pages due to
the discussion of each. The theses alone are to be found in Thesen
flir die Lehrverhandlungen der Missouri-Synode und der Synodalconferenz
bis zum Jahre 1093 (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 189L), ppe
12-1];, English translation of the theses in Appendix C, pp. 211-215
of present essay.

25“Achtundzwanzig Thesen," p. 50.
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Yusserlichen Ordnung willen, sondern zugleich aus andern Ursachen,
die uns theils geoffenbart, theils verborgen sind, gemacht sind,
so auch die Ordnung des Bffentlichen Predigtamtes.

7. Von der Ordnung des Bffentlichen Predigtamtes abzugehen, ist
keiner Creatur in irgend einem Falle gestattet, es sei denn dass
Gotles Viort selbst vorkonmendeg Falles davon abzugehen gebietet.
Matth. 15, 1-6., Rbm. 10, 15.2

8. Vie alle Ordnungen Gottes im Neuen Testamente keine Gesetze,
sondern gn¥dige Stiftungen Gottes zum Heile der Seelen sind, so
auch die Ordnung des Bffentlichen Predigtamtes.

9. Die Liebe ist die Kaiserin aller Gesetze, vielmehr aller
Ordnungen, d. i. sie hat in F8llen der Noth kein Gebob, viel
weniger eine Ordnung. Matth. 12,7. Rb8m. 13, 10.27

10. Eg gibt Nothfille, in welchen auch die Ornung des Bffent-
lichen Predigtamtes nicht imne gehalten werden kann und soll. 2
MOS. ,.l., 2).‘.-261

11, Fin Nothfall findet dann statt, wenn durch gesetzliches
Halten an der Ordnung die Seelen, anstatt gerettet zu werden, ver-
loren gehen wilrden, also dadurch die Liebe verletzt werden wiirde.

12, Im Nothfalle darf von Gottes Ordnung nur so weit und so
lange abncgaﬁpen werden, so weit vund so lange der Nothfall vor-
handen ist.2

13. Ohne die Predigt des Viortes Gotles ist kein Glaube mbglich
und ohne die Taufe ist bei Erwachsenen derselbe in steter Gefahr,
in jeder Anfectung Schiffbruch zu leiden, und was die Kinder be-
trifft, so ist die Taufe fir digselben das einzige Gnadenmittel.
Rbm., 10, 1. Marc. 10, 15. 16,

1, Vie das flinfte Gebot von der allgemeinen Nichstenliebe dem
vierten von der Liebe zu den Eltern nachstehb, so steht der all-
gemeine Liebesberuf dem Sonderberuf nach.30

15. Vie der Beruf der allgemeinen Licbe nicht erlaubt, den Son=-

26_Ib_id-, Pe 59
271bid., p. 60.
Zq;g;g., pat 615
| 22;9;2., pe 62,
3Ombid., p. 63.
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derberuf eines Bffentlichen Predipgers aufzvheben und ihm in sein
Amt zu greifen.

16. Die Liebe gibt kein Recht, in eines gliltig berufenen, selbst
ketzerischen Predigers Gemeinde das Vierk eines 8ffentlichen Pre-
digers zu thun, und so in sein Amt zu greifen.

17. Die Liebe hat Beruf und Pflicht, da, wo keine Christen sind
und die Kirche erst zu pflanzen ist, 8ffentlich aufzutreten und
den Seelen Cottes Vort zu verkiindigen und die, welche hierauf den
Glauben bekennen, zu taufen.

18. Die Liebe hat Beruf und Pilicht, selbst da, wo Christen sind,
die Kirche aber der Bffentlichen Prediger mangelt, und die Seelen
sonst in Gefahr sein wlirden, verloren zu gehen, auch 8ffentlich
aufzutreten und Gottes Wort zu lehren, wenn sie Erkenntniss und
Gabe dazu besitzt.

19. Venn gesagt wird, dass die Kirche das Recht zu berufen habe,
8o heisst das nicht, dass die Kirche lberhaupt durch ihr Berufen
Prediger machen kbnne, sondern dass diejenigen Christen, welchen
der Prediger zu senden ist, auch gas Recht haben, diesen Prediger
selbst zu wihlen und zu berufen.>

20, Anderen als sich selbst ohne deren Willen Prediger zu be-
rufen und zu setzen, ist ein Eingriff in fremdes Amt und nichts
als Tyrannei.,

2l. Vienn der Christ Jemanden bitten und beauftragen kann, ein
Verk der allgemeinen Liebe an seiner Statt zu thun, so k¥nnen auch
Christen Jemanden bitten und beauiiragen, an ihrer Statt die eines
Predigers ermangelnden Christen aufzusuchen und die Predigit des
Viortes Gottes unter ihnen als ein Vierk der allgemeinen Liebe zu
ibernehmen, 33

22, Da ist kein Nothfall, wo durch Haltung der gbttlichen Ordnung
die Seelen nur eine zeitliche und leibliche Unbequemlichkeit auf
sich zu nehmen genBthigt sind.

23. Die Verwaltung des heil. Abendmahls setzt das Bestehen einer
christlichen Gemeinde und Privatseelsorge voraus; jene soll daher
unterbleiben, wo keine christliche Gemeinde besteht und keine

31Ibidn, Pe 6}.10
321pid., pp. 651,
33Ibido’ Pe 660
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Privatseelsorge gehandhabt werden karm.Bll

2y, Es darf keine Einrichtung getroffen werden, durch welche das

Abgehen von der gbttlichen Ordnung des Bffentlichen Predigtamts

zur stechenden Ordnung gemacht wird.

25. Ein Nothfall in Administrirung des heiligen Abendmahls ohne

die gbBttliche Ordnung des heiligen Predigtamtes, ist wohl denkbar,

aber nur bei zanz ungewbBhnlicher geistlicher Anfechtung.

26, Iin zum Lehren tiichtiger Christ, welcher die verlassenen

Schafe vom Hause Christi aufsucht, und ihnen das Wort Gottes pre-

digt, sollte nur da, wo man ihn darnach zum ordentlichen 8ffent—

lichen Prediger beruft, das ganze Amt des Evangeliums verwalten.

27+ Bin solcher Reiseprediger sollte den Beruf kleiner Gemeind-

chen nur unter der Bedingung annehmen, dass er dabei die Freiheit
behalte, immer mehr solche Gemeindchen aufzusuchen, undsgine Jjede
derselben, nur so viel es die Zeit leidet, zu bedienen.

28, Die Aufgabe eines sclchen Reisepredigers ist es, grBsseren

von ihm aufgefundenen Gemeinden zur Erlangung eines anderen, unter

ihnen sesshaften Predigers behfilflich zu sein.

The first eight of these theses were mostly a restatement and re-
affirmation of the public teaching of the Missouri Synod on the doc-
trine of the ministry, such as that expressed in Valther's Kirche und
Amt, The specific application to the issue of itinerant ministries
bezan with thesis 9. It stated that an exception might be made to the
customary ordinances or regulations established by God, even those
pertaining to the ministry, for the sake of love, or more precisely
perhaps, love-in-the-face-of-necessity. This would imply, of course,

that the Reiseprediger as an institution was an emergency and merely

3h1pig., p. 67.
BSIbido, Pe 68.
361bid., p. 70.

371bid., p. 1.
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provisional measure.3” The temporary nature of the itinerant's call-
ing was reiterated in the twenty-fourth and in the last theses. Thesis

13 gave the reasoning which justified permitting the Reiseprediger to

baptize. The exegesis of the sequence of the commandments seems just
a bit strained, but it was intended only to illustrate that making an
exception for the sake of love in general still gave no one the right
%o violate a specific command such as that of usurping the office of

Someone already in the ministry (g’._g ein fremdes Amt zu creifen). Here,

%00, the Missouri Synod caution about entering into competition with
any other church body, even heterodox Christians, was restated (thesis
16).

The wording of thesis 19, though somewhat ambiguous, is signifi-
cant in a somewhat different connection. Synod acting collectively

(die Kirche tiberhaupt) and in behalf of the congregations could extend

a call to an itinerant but it could not be considered the equivalent of

a congregational call, At least this seems to be the sense of the

thesis, The accompanying discussion brought out that this was funda-
mentally the error of the mmcy%ne man or a group of men selecting
priests for others—when in fact this was a right which belonged to all };(
Christians, even women and children, though they were ordinarily repre-
sented by the men.) An analogy was used. No one could send someone %o
work in his neighbor's garden without the neighbor's express approval

and consent. Now if the neighbor was ill and the garden needed atten-

tion, one might out of concern send a man, bubt even then this man could

38By the very nature of the case the Reiseprediger was forced to
work himself out of a job at any given location.
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only work if the neighbor gave his consent. So it was with sending

Reiseprediger. In connection with thesis 20 the discussion went:

Daher soll ein Reiseprediger zu den verlassenen Lutheranern nicht
in der Figenschaft eines bereits gemachten und fertigen Predigers
kommen, wie ein Handwerksmann, der auf gut GlHick Beschiftigung
sucht (denn es kbnnte ja sein, dass ihn der himmlische Meister
und Hausvater trotz seiner Vorbereitung doch nicht annehmen
vollte), sondern soll nur seine Dienste anbieten, indem er sich
als ein von der Kirche flir das Predigtamt tlichtig befundener und
ausgehender Predigtambscandidat legitimirt, damit sie sehen, dass
sie es mit keinem Schwarmgeiste zu thun haben, und Zutrauen zu
ihm fassen. Berufen sie ihn dann, so wird er durch solchen Ruf
ihr Prediger.39

Nevertheless, though Synod could not call a pastor for a congre-

gation, this did not prevent Christians from asking and authorizing

someone to do a work of love in their place and the work of an itin-

erant was clearly such a work of love, This was brought out again in

the discussion on thesis 21:

This

Obgleich die Kirche das Recht nicht hat, fir Andere Prediger zu
berufen, so hat sie doch das Recht, Andere zu bitten, statt ihrer
ein Liebeswerk zu thun. Denn verlassenen Christen Gottes Vort
bringen, ist ja sicherlich ein gottgeflliges Liebeswerk; aber
wir kbnnen doch nicht alle gehen und solches Verk der Liebe aus-
richten, weil wir entweder dazu nicht geschickt sind oder es uns
die Verh#ltnisse nicht gestatten. Da soll nun die Kirche Die an
ihrer Statt senden, welche Gaben und Lust zu diesem Vierke haben,
den Verlassenen ihren Dienst anzubieten und, wo sie es hBren
wollen, Gottes Vort zu predigen. Die Kirche aber erweist ihre
Liebe, indem sie diese Sendlinge mit den erforderlichen #usser-
lichen Mitteln ausriistet und ihnen das Zeugniss mitgibt, dass

sie rechtschaffene Glaubensbriider seien. Die Pflicht, die Reise-
prediger zu unterstiitzen, liegt darum fiir Jeden darin, dass er
selbst, wenn er dazu Zeit, Gaben und Geschick hitte, zu mission-
iren verpilichtet wire,40

also took care of the matter of supporting-the itinerant.

The purely temporary nature of the office of Reiseprediger was

39Tbide, p. 6.
LOrbid,, p. 67.
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affirmed in connection with thesis 2, All resemblence to the detested
practice of licensing candidates should be avoided Ul The Reise-
predigeramt should be maintained only as an exception and not allowed

to achieve the status of the rule, Furthermore, Reiseprediger should

not be permitted to perform all the functions of the office for the
Same reason, namely, that a permanent arrangement might result. For
if they performed all functicns, the people would soon come to regard
the regular office of the ministry as superfluous. The delegates be-
came rather explicit about just how they thought an itinerant should

function:

Unsere Idee vom Reisepredigtambe ist darum folgende: Der Ausge-
sandte findet ein H8uflein, sage zwei, drei oder mehr Christen.
Er weist sich als Predigtambscandidat vor ihnen aus, der von der
Kirche gesandt ist, allen verlassenen Christen das Vort Gottes

zu bringen. Er ladet die Leute zum HBren des gbittlichen Vortes
ein, predigt ihnen und verweilt eine hinreichende Zeit bei ihnen,
damit er die Leute und sie ihn kennen lernen und Zutrauven zu ihm
fassen. Begehren sie dann von ihm das heilige Abendmshl, so sagt
er ihnen, dass er dazu nicht befugt sei, ehe sie ihm durch ordent-
lichen Beruf das Predigtamt Ubertriigen und ihn f8rmlich zu ihrem
Seelsorger machten.

The Reiseprediger could accept a formal, though largely nominal, call

to one of the groups he served. But even if he did accept this formal
call, he was not to forsake his principal task, that of visiting as
many settlements as possible and of covering as much territory as
possible, As soon as possible he should try to get two or three of

the small groups to associate so that they could call a pastor of their

own. Until then he was to go on visiting them, sometimes as little as

hlIbid., p. 68. Earlier, the licentiate may have been a real
deterrent to the acceptance of the itineracy in the Missouri Syncd.
See above, Ch. III, PP SOffc
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only four or five times a year, but a week or two at a time now and
then to perform the necessary pastoral functions. By arranging for a

formal call for the Reiseprcdiger the problem of Communion in emer-

gencies wiould be circumvcnted.hz Without some sort of a call the

Reiseprediper was to administer communion only in cases of greatest

necessity, "damit die Ordnung der lutherischen Kirche, die einem

Laien nie erlaubt hat, das Abendmahl auszutheilen, nicht verletzt wer-

do. 113

The last two theses set forth the Reiseprediger's ultimate goal,

to see the little congregations he had founded grow into larger 6nes
and when the time came to help them obtain the services of a resident
mnister and thus to become self-sustaining.

The immediate result of the discussion was that this convention

resolved that at least one Reiseprediger be sent out. The choice of

a suitable candidate was delegated to the St. Louis Pastoral Confer-
ence in conjunction with delegates from the congregations in St. Louis
as well as of those in Carondelet and Collinsville, Illinois.m* Since
the VWestern District did not want this project to remain merely a
private enterprise of its own, the other districts which met later the
same year were invited to share in the support of the new Reisepre-

diger. Thus at the Northern District convention the twenby-eight

thbid. s Pe 69. Here the problem of the permanency of the call
might have been raised, but apparently was not. It would seem that
the Reiseprediger's call as described above might have been contested
on the grounds of its permanency.

U31pid., p. 70.
bhrpig., p. 72.
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theses on the Reiseprediger were read aloud and a few of them, partic-

ularly 16, 19, 22, 23, and 27, were discussed, Prof, Walther, vho as
president of Synod apparently brought the matter to the floor of the
convention, explained the Western District's invitation to the other
districts for support in view of the fact that the man chosen would
not necessarily be limited to working only in the Viestern District.h5
Again at the Central District convention Prof. ¥alther introduced the
subjects The report implied that by this time, 16 to 20 August, a man

had been selected and appointed. Since the Central District also had

no plans to send out a man of its own, it likewise accepted the VWestern

District's proposal to share in supporting the one Reiseprediger.h6

The Viestern District convention discussion also sparked interest
in the Lastern District assembly. The Fastern District delegates were
convinced that the idea could be put to good use in their own area.

Examples of regions vhere Reiseprediger would perhaps work well were

those in the vicinities of Frederick and Annapolis, Maryland, and
Alexandria, Virginia, as well as the region between Buffalo and
Rochester, New York. It was agreed that, "Die innere Mission ist
wichtiger als die Hussere." DBut the Lastern District also included
other types of missionaries in this definition—such as the institu-
tional missionary working in hospitals. In this sense the District
could make use of "two or three dozen" such men, especially for areas

such as Philadelphia and New York. In spite of the enthusiasm, how-

Loys ssouri Synod, Northern District, Proceedings, 1865, p. 60.
Lbys ssouri Synod, Central District, Proceedings, 1865, pp. 15f.

5
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ever, little concrete action was taken. Pastors were encouraged to
explore potential fields and report back to the district. In some
e N\
areas a regular pastor could perhaps secure the services of a Pvicar",f{

viho could make pericdic rounds of the Lutheran Diaspora. The Eastern

District accepted the Western's report on the Reiseprediger. At the

same time a committee was selected to study the matter of having a
colporteur also for the Eastern District.l7?

These deliberations at the district conventions of 1865 were
decisive in the history of the itinerant in the Missouri Synod. Home
mission work might have progressed apace even had no official atten-
tion been given to the various doctrinal issues. Yet it can hardly
be denied that these discussions, especially the initial one at the
Viestern District convention helped clear the air and give the itinerant
enterprise an officially recognized legitimacy it had lacked prior to

this time.
Doctrinal Developments Subsequent to 1865

One of the main proofs for the contention that the discussions of
1865 were decisive doctrinally is the relative silence in the litera-

ture on these same issues after 1865.ha For example, C. F. W, Walther's

LT3 ssourt Synod, Bastern District, Proceedings, 1865, p. 60. Cf,
ibid., p. 6L, for a further report on colportage.

h8The present writer has done an historical survey of the litera-
ture of the later period and it is partly upon the findings of this
study that this conclusion is based. The investigation was not exhaus-
tive, but it is hoped sufficiently representative to have caught any
significant shifts in the thinking on the itinerant ministry. Karl
'yneken, "Later Developments in the Missouri Synod Doctrine of the Min-
istry, 1870-1900," mimeographed term paper, Concordia Seminary, 1963,
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n - . . . - ™
Materialien zur Pastoraltheologie bezan appezring in Iehre und Vehre

already in 1865, Eut one looks in vain, even in the section on the
call, for anything of real significance for the issues attending the

question of Reiscpredigcr.hg Perhaps the closest thing of any rele-

vance at all was the advice that, if at all possible, the ordinand
should be ordained in the congregation which had called him, If this
vwas not possible, it was so much the more important that he at least
be installed publicly in his own congregation.go Toc conclude that
after 1865 no significant new developments occurred has the nature of

an arpumentum a silentio, viz., the silence of the published sou:z"::es.s1

For that matter, it should be noted that the literature even before
1565, rrom the standpoint of doctrinal issues, was far from preoccupied

vith the problem., In fact, this is the very reason vhich made the

discussions at the 1863 general and at the 1865 Vestern District conven
tions relatively unique.

In 1870 an article appeared in Uer Lutheraner, written in the form

of a conversational dialogue between two men on the subject of home

missions. Various objections were raised by the fictitious opponent,

h9C. F, ¥, Valther, "Materialien zur Pastoraltheologie," Lehre und
Vehre, XI (April 1865), 97-102; this was the first article in the
serics. The sections on the call are ibid., XI (July 1865), 193-200;
ibid., XI (August 1865), 225-35; ibid., XL (September 1865), 257-63;
ibid., XI (October 18655, 289-963 ibid., (November 1865), 321-253 ibid.,
XT (December 1865), 353-60.

50Ibid., XTI (December 1865), 358.

51Based on an exaustive study of all official Proceedings of the
Missouri Synod and its districts from 1847 to 1880, Der Lutheraner
from 18)) to 1870, Lehre und Vehre from 1855 to 1872 (and less exbaus-

tively thereafters.
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but significantly not one was of a doctrinal nature relating to the
€all of the ministry. The main point of the article was that the task
of home missions was evervyone's busincss.52 This was but another ex-
ample of the silence on the former issues followinz 1865,

Similarly no new doctrinal problems arose within the Evangelical
Lutheran Syncdical Conference of North America. Its first convention
deliberated about entering the field of home missions. The committee
assigned to report on the matter did make several references to the
doctrinal aspects, Point five of this report recommended that the
method of having a missionary associate with a definite field of work
be followed, but mainly to avoid potential competition:

Solche Diener der inneren Mission sollten um gBttlicher Ordnung

und um der Ireudigkeit zur Arbeit willen einen ordentlichen

Beruf von einem bestimmten Arteitsfelde haben, der ihnen jedoch

z;;kgﬁfﬁght mache, von dort aus nach kassgabe ihrer Krfte zu
Yhen presented to the convention this point was further discussed and
the question of a congresational call was raised. To the question of
vhether one who is not a pastor in full might in cases of necessity
Carry out inner mission work, the answer given was a qualified yes.
Experience had taught, for example in Louisiana, that the work pro-
gressed better when a missionary first had a call as an assistant to an

existing congregation. Then he had gathered a group of his own, he

might accept a c¢uli from them but only with the understanding that he

52"Ein Gesprich zwischen Johann und Friedrich Wber die innere
?ission oder Aufsuchung und Versorgung predigerloser Gemeinden hier
in Amerika," Der Lutheraner, XXVI (1 June 1870), 1L5-L9.

5BSynodical Conference, Proceedings, 1872, pp. 70f.
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could continue with his missicn efforts. However, "Chne beruf sollte
eten, wie Bberhaupt, so auch auf cem Gebiete der Mission Niemand
8ffentlich lehren oder Sacrament reichen." There vere oo many Geist-

lichen Landstreicher about and Lutheran missionaries shculd avoid any

such identification.”t The Synodical Conference attitude expressed
here hardly diffored significantly from that, for instance, of the
1865 Vestern District of the Missouri. Synods If anything, it vas
perhaps just a bit more cautious and conservative than the Western
Distriet opinion had beens

The subject of Reisepredicer came up at lesst incidentally in a

few essays delivered at later conventions. One example was that by

Georg St8ckhardt for the Iowa District in 1883. In connection with his
Second thesis he touched on the problem of the people in the wilderness
viho have no orthodox pastor, Such a group constitutes a congregation

and as such may call one who has the necessary gifts to administer the
sacraments and perform similar pastoral functions. 'Wir sollen daher,

%o solche FHlle vorkommen, ja nicht den Louten das Gewissen beschneren, >0
Stdckhardt continued with a pertinent quotation from Tilemann Hoshusius

and then brought up the éubject of the Reiseprediger:

Dieses [the quotation from Heshusius] kBnner wir auch auf den
Fall anwenden, wenn ein Reiscprediger zu solchen verlassenen
Leuten kommt., Der Reiseprediger hat ja auch kein Bffentliches
Gemeindeamt. Aber jenes HHuflein Verlassener, wenn es auch nur
zwei oder drei sind, kann nun ein Hotbistum aufrichten und dem
Reiseprediger, der ja gewiss CGeschick dazu hat, den Auftrag geten,

5b1bid,, pe 71.

5SGeorg St8ckhardt, "Thesen fiber die Rechte und P{lichten des
geistlichen Priestertums," Missouri Synod, Iowa Districth, Froceedings,
1883, p, 59. Of. Thesen filr die Lehrverhandlungen, p. 65,
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das Sal eilen,56
as vakrament auszuteilen.”
o - LR 1
Stickhardt's atbitude toward lay administration of the sacraments may
have been somevhat more liberal than the usual synodical consensus on

57 . )
this poinc.”’ But his treatment of the ltleiseprediger problem was

basically the same as that of the 1865 discussions.

In later years various modifications in synodical and district
policies of a more or less practical nature may have created slight
shifts in the theory and concept of the itinerant ministry. One pos=—
Sible example of this may have been the creation of the district and
eventrally of the synodical home mission boards.s8 The first district
Yo have what it referred to as an executive committee, plus a report-
ing committee for each state where work was carried on, was the North-
ern District, beginning in 1873.59 Vhen the Northern District was
divided this arrangement was transferred more or less intact to the

organizational structure of the Horthwestern District, which met for

56StBeihardt, op. cite, e Gle

5701‘., €effey Le W, KHhler, "Hat die Cemeinde das Kecht, ordent-—
licher Veise einen wesentlichen Theil des Predigtamtes irgend einem
Laien temporir zu fivertragen?" Lehre und Wehre, XX (September 187L)
257683 ibid., XX (Hovember 187L), 331-39; ibid., XX (December 187&3,
363-69. ~Kbhler may not have been the actual author of this essay pre-
sented orisinally to the Columbus Fastoral Conference, but it was he
who submitted it to Lehre und Wehre. The answer to the gquestion
raised by the title of the article would appear to be definitely in
the negative. However, this is spoken in terms of the settled condi-
tions of eastern parish life. The main argument against using a
layman was that it would violate the principle of the permanency of
the call; see especially pp. 366ff.

5BIn the Cerman usually referred to as committees, commissions,
or in the case of the Iowa District a Directorium.

59Hisaouri Synod, Northern District, Proceedings, 1873, pp. 60f.
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the first time in 1875.60 The Vestern District did not follow suib

until 1879 with the establishment of a Missions-Commission®r In time

most of the districts involved in opening up new areas, and still

later almost all districts vhen they began to awaken to the challenge

of general church extension, would have such committees or boards.
The existence of a special board separate from the one for foreign
missions at the synodical level dates from 1878,52 The effect of this |
vas that the men vho were cfficially commissioned as traveling mission-
aries and vho were supported by such boards, became more and more di-
rectly responsible to them. Eventually the agsumption seems to have
been made that these boards extended what could be considered a call
Yo the men who were sent out. Perhaps typical of this growing belief
is a statement from an 1895 egsay delivered to a sister synod of Mis=
Souri, the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri. Essayist
A. Vi, lMeyer of Vinfield, Kansas, was speaking of what he called the
"relative necessity" of ordination, when he said:
Circumstances may make the ordination necessary in the presence
of some other congregation; for instance, in the case of mission-
aries going to the heathen or scattered brethren in this country.
A call by some board always precedes; which is at the earliest
possible opportunity substituted for the call of some congrega-

tion organized on the f%gld, this again followed by installation
as soon as practicable.

60Missouri Synod, Northwestern District, Proceedings, 1875, p. 62,
61M1saouri Syned, Vestern District, Proceedings, 1879, p. 122.

62Missouri Synod, Proceedings, 1878, pp. 53f. This agency, how-
ever, functioned primarily in the distribution of funds, or to equalize
expenses for home mission work between comparatively wealthy districts
carrying on little work and the poorer ones which had the major burden

of the work to bear.
63Eng1ish Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Proccedings, 1895, p. 22. Cf.
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It seems highly unlikely that such a statement would have been

made in 1865, Theses 19 and 20 of the theses on the Reiseprediger

Wiere not unambiguously against tho practice of the church, or congre-

gations collectively (die Kirche Wiberhaupt) issuing a call, but they

did take care %o preserve the local congregation's final right to af-
firm the call or refuse to accept the candidate, Meanwhile, it must
be remembered that the principles set forth in the 1865 discussion
were themselves only meant to be provisional and temporary. By 1895,
Or perhaps even earlier already, the exception seems to have become
the rule, No longer was so much care exercised to be sure that the
rights of the congregation to whom the missionary was being sent would
not be violated, The 1865 theses themselves represented a shift in
thinking toward a more liberal policy in the appointment of itinerants.
But it is a debatable matter whether the exceptions they permitted
were ever intended to become normative., Love-in-the-face-of-necessity
seemed then to dictate certain exceptions to the rule (die Ordnung).
The exception, however, was hardly meant to become a new rule. Such
is the tentative verdict based on the findinzs of the present study.

In the years following 1865 the Reiseprediger institution, which

increased greatly both in the number of men employed and the territo-
ries they covered, gradually became transformed into the general
missionary-at-large, who may or may not have been an itinerant. The

missionary-at-large has continued as a part of the Missouri Synod's

Pleper, op. cits, ps U52: "Individual persons and boards can indeed
extend a valid call, but only when they are commissioned to do so by
those whose the power originally (principaliter et immediate) is, or
vhhen these have, at least, given their silent consent.
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home mission methodology to the present time. This raises a question
vhich may be of some relevance for the present. It is reasonably
¢lear that the earlicst itinerants were looked upon as necessitated
largely by temporary abnormal conditions in meeting religious needs

on the frontier. Bub the Reiseprediger, though somewhat medified and

transformed perhaps, has nevertheless been preserved. If it is true

that the Reiseprediger is indeed the ancestor of today's missionary=

at-large, it might be asked whether even this much permanency was ever
intended for vhat was initially a more or less emergency measure. To
raise this question is to raise again some of the earlier issues:
local congregational initiative vs. the district and syncdical agency;
8 policy concentrating on sound personal pastoral care as opposed to
spreading thin and covering as much ground as possible; perhaps even
the autonomy of the congregation as expressed in the transference idea
of the call in contrast to a more clerically oriented concept of the
church and its functions, These are issues which can be raised on the
basis of the period investigated. The final answer, however, will

have %o await further investigation, study and deliberation.




CHAPTER IX
RESULTS OF THE EARLY ENTERPRISE
C. F, Liebe

Speaking before the assembled delegates of the 1901 convention
of the Iowa District, Theodor Blinger would call 25 August 1865 the
"Geburtstag unseres jetzigen Reisepredigerwesens."l In 1901 Binger

Stood near the zenith of the whole Reiseprediger enterprise. The

event of thirty-six years before to vhich he referred was the day

Ce Friedrich Liebe, newly appointed Reiseprediger of the Vestern Dis-

trict, set forth toward the west from St. Louis on his first itin-
erary,
Liebe's appointment was the direct result of the discussion of

twenty-eight theses on the Reiseorediger at the 1865 convention of

the VWestern District. The committee which reported on the matiter
Stated that a suitable man, Mr. Friedrich Lange, was available for
colportage, but temporarily no candidate was availsble to fill the

position of Reiseprediger which the convention had resolved to estab-

lish. Hence the delegates resolved to entrust the St. Louis Pastoral

Conference, working in conjunction with delegates from the congrega-

lTheo. Binger, "Die Anf#nge der Mission," part IIT of "Etliche
ZUge aus der Geschichte der Missouri-Synode," Sechzehnter Synodal-
Bericht des Iowa-Districts der deutschen evang.-lutherischen Synode
von Missouri, Chio und anderen Staaten, versammelt zu Lowden, Cedar
Co., Iowa, vom 21, bis 27. August 1901 (St. Louis: Concordia Publish-
ing House, 1901), p. 07. Horeafter all such official Proceedings
of conventions are cited in the following abbreviated form: Missouri
Synod, Iowa District, Proceedings, 1901, p. 87.
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tions in St. Louis as woll as in Carondelet and Collinsville, Illinois,
vith the respongibility for selecting a suitable candidate.® Their
choice was Candidate Liebe, originally of Lbssnitz, Saxony, a graduate
of Friedrich Brunn's preparatory school at Steeden, Germany, and of
the practical seminary in St. Louis. His work is worth examining in
some detail,>

Friedrich Liebe passed his theological examinations in June of
1865, He spent some weeks thereafter in the home of an educated Enge
lish family because he did not uvnderstand English too well and it was
obvious that he would need a command of this language for his work.
Liebe was advised to make use of the railroad for traveling and to
Linit his activities primarily to visiting communities on the right of
way or nearby it.! Thus when Liebe left St. Louis on 25 August 1865
it was apparently by way of the Pacific Railroad. He would follow this
and a branch of it which went toward the southwest. On Sunday, 27
August, he was in Cray Sumit, about forty miles west of St. Louis.
From here he struck off into the country-side a distance to visit
Tavern Creek and the town of Bonhomggmgg;ﬁge Missouri River. His next

Visits vere at Franklin City and gb Rolla, in the latter of which he -~
S ‘

i ssouri. Synod, Vesbern District, Proceedings, 1865, p. 72.

3Liebe's work, especially his earliest journeys, is summarized
in Aug. R. Suelflow, The Heart of Missouri: A History of the Western
District of The Lutheran Church—-Missouri Synod, LBol=-195L (St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 1954),; DPe 060, ﬁz ;

hThis use of the railroad was not unique. For example, the
Northwestern District later had men with itineraries on the Wisconsin
Central Railroad. Missouri Synod, Northwestern District, Proceedings
1879, pp. 16, 633 idem, Proceedings, 1880, pp. 15, 72; uis‘T:'i‘S"Eg‘so ynod,’
Proceedings, 16881, p. 10L.
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found a few prospects. His next stop was Eureka, which he described
as being on the railroad line at the western edge of St. Louis County.
By October Liebe had become i1l and had to return to St. Louis where
he was hospitalized with a i‘cver.5

Liebe's second trip besan 26 dznuary 1866, He first visited the
Same places again, trying to obtain more permsnent results by refer-
ring the prospects he found to pastors in nearby towns. For Eureka he

Secured the services of pastors from St. Louis on a monthly basis,

starting in March 1866, Gray Summit he commended to the care of Pastor

Franz Kleist in Vashington, Missouri, as a Filialsemeinde. Tavern

Creek was to be served by Pastor Christian A. Lehmann from Des Peres,
and the congregation in Ronhomme by H. F, C., Meyer [or Meier] from

Central Township [Olivette], St. Louis County. Liebe himself accepted

TN

a call to the congregation, small as it was, izfx/Rolla;;} since it was
too far for another pastor to reach. He serveci'.“‘{:hcée'twenty-two fam-
ilies on a more or less regular basis until a permanent pastor could
be obtained. Thus on the basis of the written call from 'bhej Ro].'i.éi.fi
congregation, Liebe was finally ordained, nearly a year aftonibathaa
left the seminary, on 11 March 1866 at Imanuel Church in St. Louis.

The report in Der Lutheraner which had been submitted by the ordaining

pastor, J. F. Binger, remarked how this was in accordance with Synod's
stated policy:
Demnach ist der Anfang gemacht worden von dem in unserm Synodal-

berichte ausgesprochenen Verfahren, dass unser Reiseprediger sich
von kleinen Gemeinden berufen lasse und dieselben eine Zeitlang

53 « F. Blnger, "Die Ordination des Reisepredigers," Der Luther-
aner, XXII (1 April 1866), 118.

L B A O
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bediecne, bis sie weiter versorgt werden kbnnen.
Subsequent %o this Tiebe set off on a third venture, this time in the
direction of the NHorthern Missouri Railroad.®
Liebe brought his rirst year's report to the general convention
of Synod vhich met in 1866. As a result the conviction grew for the
most part among the delegates that even more of this sort of work

should be done and more Reiseprediger sent out. However, the old

fear of spreading the efforts too thin also exhibited itself againhe
Some dissented from the generally happy note on which Liebe's report
Was received, To them an increase in the number of such itinerants
"ould only mean more vacant congregations in addition to the places
already without pastors. From this the discussion gravitated mainly
into matters of recruitment of pastors and the consolidation of groups
of small congregations into single parishes. It was to be the goal of

the Reiseprediger also to bring the small groups into associations

vhich eventually could be served by a single pastor visiting each one

every six to eight weeks. ! Besides, il Reiseprediger functioned as

they were supposed to--preaching as often as possible, not primarily
gathering and organizing congregations--they would actually help al-
leviate the problem of not enough candidates. The final decision was
that even more men should be sent out.8 It might be noted that here,

for perhaps the first time in official deliterations, clear evidence

6Ibid., ppe 118f. For Liebe's ordination, cf. Missouri Synod,
Proceedings, 1866, p. 27.

i ssours. Synod, Proceedings, 1866, p. 73.

BIbido, Pe 7h.
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¥as given that the itineracy itself could be considered a solution to
the problem of the scattered brethren, the lack of resources for
reaching them, and the lack of sufficient manpower. Liebe himself
appears still to have been primarily an explorer, a man sent out to
locate the scattercd Lutherans and if possible to gather them into
congregations or alert nearby pastors to serve them. DBut the day of

the officially recognized Reisgeprediger with a definite and regularly

served itineracy was not far of £,
It is not necessary to relste all the details of Liebe's work,
He himself wrote an extensive report on his activities from the very

beginning which was later printed in Der Lutheraner. Kansas had been

one of his objectives according to the original directives issued by
the 1865 Western District convention. Licbe is known to have been

active as far west as Atchison and Lawrence, Kansas.10 On 26 August
1866 he was in Macon City, Missouri, to assist with the ordination of
Pastor Bruno Miessler.ll By 7 October he was in Leavenworth, Kansas,
for the dedication of St, Paul's Church, where IMichael Meyer was pas—

tor.!? On the first Sunday in Lent, 10 March 1867, Liebe ordained and

It must be granted that on less official levels such work had
been going on more or less all along. The early work in Iowa was a
good example., See above, Ch, VII, pp. 117ff, It might even be con-
tended that a type of itineracy existed wherever a pastor served a
multiple parish (Mutter- und Filialgemeinden).

10c, F, Liebe, "Reise-Bericht,” Der Lutheraner, XXIIT (15 Decem=
ber 1866), 59f.3; ibid., XXIIT (1 January 1867), 70f.; ibid., XXIIT
(15 January 1867), 76f.; ibide, XXIIT (1 May 1867), 132f.; ibid.,
XXIIT (15 May 1867), 140-%2. Cf. ibid., XXIV (15 October 1867), 31l.

Ll1pid., XXIIT (15 September 1866), 15, col. 2.

121bid., XXIIT (1 November 1866), 4O, cols. 1f.

AEREAND
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Installed Candidate Lorenz lenge in a congregation in Atchison which
he had visited and orzanized, L3

Liebe submitted a report to the Western District convention which
met beginning 15 May 1667. He stated that most of his work was among
Germans of the Lutheran Confession. The assembly urged him, hovwever,
not to ignore others altogethers By this time there was another can-
didate from the seminary ready to enter upon this type of worke The
convention also deliberated the question of whether the Synod would be

able to support a resident pastor (ein ansdssiger Pastor) who would do

mission work in outlying arecas as he had opportunity. The answer
given was, Yes, but with certain limitations. Such support would be
granted only where there was certainty of it bearing fruit, not just
for exploratory trips made to satisfy a pastor's curiosity. MNen who
qualified should submit thelr expenses to Dr. Vm. Sihler, 14

Later in 1867 Liebe was forced to resign because of ill health.
He accepted a call to Mew Orleans, vhere he was installed on 1 Decem-
ber 1867.15 But even for some time thereafter there was evidence that
Liebe's work was still bearing fruit. On the Sunday after Christmas,
1867, Candidate Conrad Vetter was ordained and installed at Varrenton,

Missouri, as a direct result of Liebe's pioneer work in the area.16

~ Brpia,, XXIIT (1 May 1867), 135, cols. 2f. Gf. Missouri Synod,
Vestern District, Proceedings, 1867, p. 15.

1hMissouri Synod, Western District, Proceedings, 1867, pp. 5ef.
This is evidence that the synodical home mission fund begun in 1860 was
still functioning. Presumably this was Liebe's source of income also.

1oDer Lutheraner, XXIV (1 January 1868), 70. Cf. Missouri Synod,
Western District, Proceedings, 1868, p., 16.

l6Der Lutheraner, XXIV (1 February 1868), 87, col. 1. Unfortu-
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This brief survey will glve some idea of the activities of the first

Reiseprediger appointed as a direct result of the deliberations of

the 1865 Vestern District convention.
Later Results

If Theodor Binger's appraisal of the significance of the date,
25 August 1865, was correct, it is obvious that the investigation be-
ing reported in this paper covers only the very earliest beginnings

of the Reiseprediger enterprise, Yet in many ways this period from

1847 to sbout 1865 was the most consequential and important. For in
these years the major problems-——practical, technical, theological——
were taken into consideration, dealt with, and for the most part
settled. In other words, by 1865 the pattern was largely established
and the die was cast. A survey of official publications from 1865 to
about 1880 brings little to light in the way of significant new devel-
opments.

The official Proceedings had a great deal to report about home

mission work, about the many Reiseprediger who were sent out and about

their activities. If there was any main concern exhibited by these
Proceediggs, however, it was the problem of finances and of supporting
the missionaries. Distributing the funds available and pleading for

more funds became the chief functions of the embryonic mission boards.L1?

nately no abiding results obtained; cf. ibid., XXIV (15 August 1868),
190, COl. 3.

1'7’Th<a formation of these is discussed briefly in the preceding
chapter, above, pp. 172f.
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Theodor Binger noted that the income for home missions had risen from
$2218.27 in 1865 to $66,527.52 in 1900, With this hac also come a
mdification away from the official policy that the Synod could not
Support a congregation. As Binger put it: "Es ist eben auch darin
die Praxis etwas anders gewordeny mit Recht werden auch kleine Paro-
chien unterstitzt, dic das Predigtamt unter sich nicht allein erhalten
k8nnen."38 Byt this was only indirectly related to the development of
the itinerant ministry.

Examples of the methods employed by the later Reiseprediger might

be multiplied indefinitely. Der Lutheraner became the favorite in-

Strument for periodic reports on the activities of various men.1? A
good sized book could probably be written, merely recording the name
of each man who served, where he served, and a sketch of his most sig-
nificant accomplishments. For the present purposes several examples
from the official transactions will have to suffice s limited .‘bo but
one of the districts and a general synodical convention.

A high point of ambition and activity was reached by the Western
District in 1879 and 1880. The pressing needs of home mission work
were discussed at the 1879 convention at some length. He_lp was needed

in Kansas, Nebraska, California, Colorado, Texas, Alabama, Louisiana,

Wneo. Binger, op. cit., p. 88. The trend was towards the
formation of the synodical church extension fund in 1902.

195ust one example would be reports about the Rev., Heinrich
Vetter from the St. Cloud, Minnesota, area, in F. Lochner, "Aus dem
Jahresbericht unseres Reisepredigers in Minnesota," Der Lutheraner,
XXXT (15 September 1875), 138; cf. Ch., H. LBber, "Bericht liber das
Werk der inneren Mission im nordwestlichen Synodal-District," ibid.,
XXXII (1 November 1876), 163.
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Hiasissippi, Arkansas, and among the English Lutherans in southern
Hissouri, Greater coordination and planning was needed for carrying
out home missions. Consequently, ten resolutions were passed:

1. Henceforth regular reports should appear in Der Lutheraner,
with Pastor O, Hanser in charge.

2. Two Reiseprediger--one irmediately--should be sent to Kansas,

3+ In Nebraska, wherc one was already at work, the Hev., C. Meyer
should also receive support; if vossible another regular
Reiseprediger should be sent to Nebraska within the year.

L, For California, Blhler was %to receive an assistant who was to
be supported from the home mission fund.

5. Colorado was to receive a man supported from the fund,

6. fAnother man was to be sent to the southern states (Alabama,
Louisiana, Mississippi, Arkansas) as soon as possible.

7« In north Texas, Pastor Birlmann was to be supported.

8. A missionary should be sent to the English Lutheran Conference
of (Southeast) Missourl, if it requested one, and he should be
supported in part by the Missouri Synod.

9. The commission for missions should see to the support of the
Reiseprediger and missionaries and come to the next conven=-
tion with an orderly propssal for carrying out the work.

10. Some pastoral conferences wnich had been spending the funds
collected locally were directed to tuiB over all monheys in
the future to the district treasurer.

alel
Hot all of these resolvtions, however, ggund be implemented. The
following year saw a similar, if somewhat less ambitious, report adopted
by the district. Congregations were urged to do more in the way of
support, particularly through mission festivals. Five resolutions were
passed this time:

1. Pastor M, Meyer was to be called as missionary for Denver,

20Hissouri Synod, Vestern District, Proceedings, 1879, pp. 120-22,
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Colorado.

2s Two missionaries were to be sent during the next year to
California,

3« One should be sent to Oregon.

he The salary of men serving mission fields without an organized
congresation should be fixed. This would apply to Pastors
Baumhdfener, Meyer, and Ténjes. The commission should deter-
mine the amount.

5. A plea was heard from a congregetion in Denver for support be-
cause they had purchased a building anhd could not pay for it,.
Pagtor Hanser was %o investiggﬁe. If necessary the congrega-—
tion could borrow as much as $1500 from the district treasury,

This convention also decided to esteblish a separate mission committee

and fund for the bknglish Lutheran Conference and this committee was to

look for a suitable missionary for the Conference,2l This may not
have been completely typical of the work being carried out in all the
districts, but it does at least zive a sample of one.

The other example selected for iliuvstrative purpcses here is the

home mission report of the 188l synodical convention. President H. C,

Schwan already in his presidential address remarked on the further ree

markable growth in the area of home missions: "Etwa 80 Reiseprediger

arbeiten daran." He hoped that progress would te made in creating
order so that there would be less duplication, and that the same man
henceforth would continue to visit the same places. Financial condi-
tions, meanvhile, had come to such a pass that Synod was now faced

with the choice of whether to reduce tine nuiber of men and provide

those left with adequate support, or to go on placing men at the risk

of not being able to pay their salaries.2?

2143 ssouri Synod, Western District, Proceedings, 1880, pp. 68f.
2243 ssouri Synod, Proceedings, 188L, pp. 23f.

A0 TS 77 0 1
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Pagtor Jacob Bithler of San Francisco was present at this convention
48 a delegate of his pastoral conference and reported on the situvation
in California and Oregon. Pastor F, Sievers, Jr., reported for the
¥innesota and Dakota field. Tywenty-three missionary pastors (Missions-
Drediger) were serving 178 preaching stations in this area and just at
tiat time opportunities in Hontana were being considered, provided the
means could be found to carry on the work there. A similar complaint
of lack of means was raised by Pastor Timotheus Stiemke, the president
of the Southern District, even though a number of men had been found
for work in his District. He also mentioned a further hindrance to the
work there, namely the unfounded fear people had in the north that
there was a particular wnhealthiness about the scuthern climate.23

Their interest whetted by these reports, the delegates asked
Pagtor Friedrich J. Sievers of Minneapclis, a son of the missionary
pioneer, Ferdinand Sievers, to prepare a statistical listing of mis-

sionary pastors (Missionsprediger)and the number of stations they were

servinz for the entire Synod. In preparing his report, Pastor Sievers
apparently had to create a definition of what constituted such a mis-
slonary. He decided rather arbitrarily to include as Missions- oder
Reisegrediger all pastors in Synod who were serving four or more places.
Thus his statistics included some men who were actually resident minis-
ters but who happened to be serving this many branch congregations.

The date he chose for his survey was 1 July 188lL, not taking into con=

sideration the candidates which had graduated that summer. Decause of

23Ibido, PPe 66f,
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the rapid turnover of missionaries he also warned that his figures

could only be approximate, Table 1 reproduces his findings. Siever's

TABLE 1

HISSOURT SYNOD HISSIOHS- ODER REISEPREDIGER IN 1884

District fgsionaries Places Served
Fagtern 1 ly
Canada 1 6
Central 2 9
Southern 2 20
Illinois 5 20
Michigan 6 35
lebraska 8 Ll
Viestern 8 55
Towa 12 62
Viisconsin 16 98
linnesota-Dakota 23 178
Totals 8l 531

figures thus revealed that according to his definition a total of eighty-

four Missions- oder Reisepredizer were serving a total of 531 preaching

stations and congmgations.eh This may give some indication of the pro-
portions and magnitude the itinerant mission enterprise had assumed by
this time. MNot every one s howvever, of the eighty-four men Sievers

counted was strictly speaking a Reiseprediger. Uor were nearly this

many men officially appointed and supported as such by the Synod or
districts.
As time went on quite a number of men apparently entered the minis-

try who, for all practical purposes, functioned as Reiseprediger.though

thbid., pPe 67. In the report Friedrich J. Sievers was referred
to as "Junior," but this was merely to distingvish him from his father,
Ferdinand., Another son bore the first name Ferdinand, Friedrich J,
Sievers later served as president of the Minnesota-Dakota District,
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they were not really called as such or supported officially. One such
individval, for example, noticed in the ccurse of this investigzation
vas Candidate, and one day president of Synod, Friedrich Ffotenhauver.
Since he had a regular call from a small congregation in Lac~-qui-parle
County, Minnesota, the notice of his ordination and installation there

on 7 November 1880 did not refer to him as a Reiseprediger. It only

noted that his congregation would include the above mentioned county in
Hinnesota as well as Grant County, Dakota Territory. FPastor Heinrich

Vetter, a pioneer Reiseprediger in this region, ordained him.2> How-

€ver, young Pfotenhauer deserved the designation of Reiseprediger and

it vas one which has been applicd to him.26 Presumably, Pfotenhauver

would have been one of the men included in Friedrich Sievers'! figures.
The definition of an itinerant became even less clear as time

passed, Gradually the other districts including those serving more

settled areas Legan to awaken to the challenges of home mission vork.2 !

25Ibid., 1861, p. 105, Cf, Esther iAbbetmeyer-Selke, "Herculean
Laborers for the Extension of Lutheranism in Minnesota," Concordia
Historical Institute Quarterly, IV (October 1931), 82ff.

26, report by G, Kiichle, "Innere Mission in Minnesota und Dakota,"
on Pfotenhauer's first year's activities appeared in Der Lutheraner,
XONTIIT (1 January 1882), 27, This report as well as other particulars
about Pfotenhauver's experiences may be found in the biography by E. A,
Hayer, "Dr. Friedrich Pfotephauer," trans. by F. i. Hertwig, Concordia
Historical Institute Quarterly, XITI (April 1940), 6-10.

2TInterest in home mission work dates from the very earliest period
in the Eastern District. Inspired by the example of the Western Dis-
trict which sent out Liebe in 1865, the Eastern District convention lat-
exr the same summer agreed that their own District could use "iwc or
three dozen" such Reiseprediger if they were available. A commitiee was
appointed to study and report on this problem and also a committee to
find a man for colportage. Higsouri Synod, Eastern District, Proceed-
ings, 1865, pp. 60, 8. See above, Ch. VIII, pp., 167f. Interest in
the Central District appears to have been confined for the most part %o~
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This scems % have led to the development of the system of missionaries-
at~large which has continued more or less to the present day. Bub even
for some time after the closing of the American frontier and the church's
transition to a more general home mission work, the itinerant continued
to be a potent force in the church's life. It was in 1890, for example,

that the Missouri Synod's official Amerikanischer Kalender flir deutsche

éEEEEEEEEE began printing a separate listing just of Reiseprediger and

the places they served.ga This practice continued until 1905, In 1893
8 synodical convention proposal even attempted to place a periodical
devoted particularly to home mission work at the disposal of the home

mission commissiocn. The Chicago Stadtmissionar in a suitable number of

copies was to be sent gratuitously to all Reiseprediger for distribu—

tion. ‘e last page of the magazine would be devoted to reports about

migsions, changes of address among the Reiseprediger, and the like,

The synodical commission would edit it and expenses would be paid oub
of the general home mission treasury.29

This hardly gives the highlights even, much less exhausts, the
developments of the itinerant ministries subsequent to 1865. The pur-—

pose of the above has been te give the reader some idea of the net

supporting the frontier districts until around 1877 when it began
looking to its own needs. Cf. Missouri Synod, Central District, Pro-
ceedings, 1877, p. 65.

28Amerikanischer Kalendar fiir deutsche Lutheraner, 1890, pp. L6-
48, and 1505, pp. 67-72, for example.

2Missouri Synod, Froceedings, 1893, p. 82, The full title of
the paper, first published in 1892 by the Northern Illinois Pastoral
Conference, was Fvangelisch-Lutherischer Stadtmissionar. The periodi-
cal itself, however, gives no incication that this plan was ever
carried out.
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effects and results of the earliest efforts, Perhaps these snapshots
of the mature enterprise have helped him appreciate better the picture

of it in its relative infancy-—the main objective of this study.




CHAPTER X
SULMARY AND CONCLUSION
Surmary

The main objective of this investigation has been to trace the
development oif' the earliest itinerant ministries in The Lutheran
Church--Missouri Synod from 1847 to 1865. Initial problems which gave
rise to the need for an itinerant ministry were: (1) The scattered
distribution of German Lutherans on the American frontier; and (2) The
lack of trained clergy. It was seen that these two problems really
merge into one inter-related problem, HMore pastors per member were re-
quiréd due to the random scattering of the people on the frontier than
in the more settled areas., Inefficient use of the available manpower
further complicated the problem. The colony plan and the immigrant
missicn in the port cities atbermted to control the scattering process.
A partial answer to the problem of ministering to the scattered Luther-
ans was the multiple parish, This made for a type of mission expansion
vwhich accorded well with the Missouri Synod concept of congregational
autonomy. It also made for more efficient vse of the available man-
pover, Another possible solution might have been increased use of the
laity in certain functions normally reserved for the clergy, vtut this
was only a temporary solution at best. One of the major solutions for
the problem of meeting the needs of the scattered brethren was the one
under investigation in this study--the itinerant ministry,

Possible precedents for the Missouri Synod itinerant ministries
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had to be investigated. Among those considered were: (1) Itinerant
ministries among non-Lutherans, particularly the Methodists; (2) Those
of other, older Lutheran bodies in America; and (3) The work of the
German mission societies. The influence of itinerant ministries such
as those of the Methodists, for example, was largely, if anything,
negative., The work of other Lutherans may have set certain patterns
vhich were followed by the Missouri Synod later. But the Missouri
Synod was firm in its rejection of one aspect common to the other
Lutherans-~the licentiate, Of the German mission societies the work of
¥ilhelm Loeche, for instance, may have offered a precedent. Loehe had a

colporteur and a type of Reiseprediger among the young men he sent to

the United States.

Several different types of itinerant ministries were employed in
the Missouri Synod itself. The Besucher was an office created by the
original Constitution of Synod and maintained until 18L49. The first
Besucher, Carl Fricke, was not ordained or attached to a congregation
vhen he was sent out. Other Pesucher, such as Freidrich Lochner in
1818, were regular clergymen who took leaves oif absence frow their
congregations. The Besucher was largely an explorer. His main duty
was to locate the needs, and if possible, organizc congregations, not
try to meet the needs himself. At the 1850 convention of Synod the
idea was abandoned in favor of the lay colporteur. Doctrinal consider=
ations, such as were expressed at the Synod's 1\Shé convention, may have
helped lead to the abandonment of the Besucher idea. Equally as much

a deterrent to the success of the venture, however, was the lack of

men to £ill the position.
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The lay colporteur was next considered. The first synodical
appointee to fill this position was Gustav Pfau in 1852, Thereafter
the office was used from time to time in variocus areas until at least
1870, The lay colporteur had an advantage in the Misscurl Synod over
an itinerant clergyman in that the former had no need of a conzregation—
al call, The colporteur served also as an explorer, locating new areas
where a congregation could be organized and a regular pastor called.

A revival of interest in a pastoral itinerant ministry began about
1856. A significant discussion was carried on at the Western District
convention that year., It was also the year of Ferdinand Sievers'! ex-
ploratory trip through Minnesota at the request of the Horthern Dis-
trict. The following year at the general synodical convention came
fugust Selle's plea for the establishment of what had been referred to

as the Eyangelistenamt. As Selle conceived the office, the Evangelist

would be attached to no particular congregation but would make regular
circuits in a given arca so as to serve as many people as possible,
even if only occasionally., Selle's proposal was not acted upcn. How-—
ever, at the next general convention in 1860 it was agreed that Synod
could help support assistant pastors who were attached to regular con=-
gregations and who from there did the work of itinerants. 4 synodical
fund was cstablished for this purpose under the direction of Dr. Vilhelm
Sihler in Fort Vayne.

Coinciding with these official developments were those on a more
practical level during the same period, from about 1850 to 1865. One
of the most significant was the penetration of Iuwa through August
Selle!s efforts from Rock Island, Illinois. By late 1859 a new frontier
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outpost had been established in Iowa City under Friedrich DBscher.

I P A T————

With the help of assistants DBscher served a wide field around Towa
City. His was no longer an exploratory itineracy but one aimed at ){
actvally ministering through an itineracy. Meanwhile the work of the
Vestern District was also expanding into Kansas and even as far as
California. In the Northern District practical results soon followed
Sievers' 1856 exploration in Minnesota and by 1860 itinerant-like
ministries were entering the more remote areas of Wisconsin and the
northern Michigan peninsula. Throughout this period could be observed
the movement toward an official, synodically appointed and mainteined
itinerant ministry, é
One major hurdle remained and this was the final settlement of

the doctrinal issue connected with the Reiseprediger. The problem

had been raised early, perhaps first in 1848. It had accounted in ;
part for the virtual eclipse of the synodical itinerant enterprise
throughout most of the 1850's. The basis of the problem was the doc—

trinal conviction that anyone who exercised a function of the office

TEATTTIIENTTRNSRS TR R~

of the public ministry had to have a call from the congregation he was
to serve. The congregation was original possessor of the rights and
authorities administered by its public servants. For the sake of or-
der the congregation delegasted, or transferred, these powers to cer—
tain persons by means of its calls Two published documents attested
the seriousness of the implications the itinerant ministry created for
the synodical doctrine of the public ministry. One was the discussion
vhich was a part of the deliberations of the 1863 general synodical

convention. Two opposing points of view were expressed but not com-
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pletely reconciled. Unanimity, however, was reached two years later
on the basis of twenty-eight theses presented and discussed at the
1865 convention of the Vestern District. Here it was agreed thst
Synod did not want to vioclate the proper procedure and the divinely
ordained method of the congregational call, DBut under the distressing
circumstances, an exception could te made for the sake of love, Love-
in-the-Tace~of~necessity knew no law or over-riding ordinance. A

Reiseprediper had such a call, In due time he could perhaps see about

a call from a specific congregation. Meanwhile, he could go on
searching for Christ's lost sheep. His was to be a préliminary work—
one leading to the organization of self-sustaining congregations with

resident pastors. If the Reiseprediger did take a call to a specific

group, this would lend a certain legitimacy to the functions he per-
formed which was desirable. But the call could hardly te more than a
technicality, for he wias to keep on serving as large an area as pos-—
sible. The twenty-eight theses stressed the temporary and provisional
nature of such arrangements. Other Missouri Synod districts meeting
that same year approved the Vestern District's report.

The practical result of the twenty-eight theses was the appoint-
ment of C, F. Liete who set forth from St. Louis for his first mis-
sionary trip on 25 August 1865. Subsequent developments in the itiner-
ant ministry, of which only a few highlights could be presented in this
essay, demonstrated that no really significant new developments or
shifts in thinking about the itinerant ministry took place after 1865.
The earliest itinerant ministries had set the pattern to a large ex-

tent even for the greatly expanded Reisevrediger enterprise of the

Ll ol 3718 (e pim [0 ey 1w
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later period,
Areas for Further Study

¥ithin the period of immediate concern, 1847-1865, this present
study has attempted %o be as exhaustive as possible with regard to the
published sources. Turther study might add valuable data, particularly
greater detail about the actual expericnces and accomplishments of men
vho served as itinerants, but would not be likely to add substantially
to the present understanding of the basic develepmenis. Further study
mi.ght uncover useful background information, 4An investigation of un—
published and archival materials might contribute to a better under—
standing., A further area for study within this periocd would be the
work of other Lutheran synods and non-Lutheran dencminations concur—
rent with that carried on by Hissocuri.

Aside from the immediate period of concern several possibilities
can be suggested. One is a more extensive study of Lutheranism on the
American frontier in its broader perspectives. Tais would contribute
to a better understanding of the setting into which the problem of the
itinerant ministry must be placed. Included in this study might also
be an examination of the uneven and random distribution of Lutheran
settlement in terms of the supply of clergymen,

Further study of the Missouri Synod doctrine of the public minis-
try is another area vhich suggests itself for more intensive research.
The period from the beginnings of Synod and extending to about 1880 is
of most crucial importance for the development of thinlking on this

doctrine., The present study treats but one aspect of the general
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problem of the doctrine of the ministry during this period,
In terms of the subject of the itinerant ministry itself perhaps
the most pressing need for further study would te the development in

years following 1865. The leiseprediger institution first reached its

zenith tovard the end of the nineteenth century. If nothing else, a
statistical analysis of the extent the itinerant was used and his ac-
complishments during this period would be helpful, Basic information
is readily accessible in the symodical and district convention Proceed-

ings and, following 188L, in the Statistisches Jahrbuch der deutschen

evang.~lutherischen Synode von Missouri, Chio und andern Staaten. Such

a study would be able to trace the development toward the missionary-
at=large and home mission work as it is carried on at present. The
present study has had to omit the later developments for the most part.
These are but a few of the major areas for further research which
have come to light in the present study., Others might present them-

selves in a more exhaustive study.
Conclusions

Itinerant ministrics were one of the earliest solutions preoposed
within the Missouri Synod for the problem of meeting the needs of the
scattered, unchurched brethren on the American frontier. The earliest
type of itinerant office established officially by Synod, the Besucher,
was primarily an explorer of the needs. He was not to function in such
a manner as himself to be the one to meet these needs. His was not
primarily a pastoral ministry.

Even the earliest itinerants vho were principally explorers posed
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a difficulty for the Missouri Synod's concept of the ministry. This
problem can perhaps be explained best in terms of a tension between
stability and adaptability, or flexibility. The traditional doctrine,
church polity, and practice of the Missouri Synod as inkerited from
its German background demanded an emphasis on the autonomy of the con-
grega.ion, its right to call pastors, and a resident ministry. Vork-
ing on the side of greater flexibility, or mobility, were the stresses
and pressures of altered circumstances in a new land where congrega-
tions had first to be gathered and founded.

During most of the 1850's the only form of itinerant was the lay
colporteur, DBy about 1856 the pressures of frontier needs were be-
ginning to reassert the practiczl necessity of reviving the pastoral
itinerant ministry. Local and private initiative helped sustain
ventures which paved the way for oificial action by Synod and districts.
By about 1860 a number of areas were beingz served by men who for all
practical purposes were functioning as itinerants. 5By this time, too,
such itinerants were often nc mere explorers, but actual answers per se
to the problem of how to serve widely scattered brethren., Such itiner-
acies operated on more or less regular, cyclical schedules. It was an
answer to the problem vhich stressed quantity, but not quality. The
practical objection to such itinerant ministries remained that they did
not permit sufficient indoctrination and a firm system of church disci-
pline and order.

The greatest objection, however, to the official appointment of
itinerant clergymen continued to be the doctrinal isswe. The evidence

is virtually incontestable that the doctrinal problem was a deterrent
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to the further development of the itinerant idea '.up to about 1865. LIy
1865, in several significant convention discussions, a way had been
found to resolve or at least temporarily circumvent the doctrinal issue.

A Reiseprediser could be son:;, as an exception to the general rule of

the congregational call, by virtue of the call of love-in-the-face-of-
necessity. This resolution paved the way for a vastly expanded itiner-
ant enterprise over the next few decades.

It must be noted that there was not one bubt a number of different
forms of itinerant ministries. The two basic types were the explorer
and the actual pastoral type. The former did preliminary work leading
to the organization of regular congregations. Such a function could
also be performed by laymen, as in the case of the colporteuvr. The
latter basic type, the more directly pastoral, was himself, per se, a
partial if somewhat defective answer to the problem of the scattered
spiritually destitute of the frontier diaspora.

Gf this latter type it is possible to distinguish in turn two
different forms, One was largely the product of local and private ini-
tlative and most often had the advantage of being associated with some
nuclear group which would be congidered a congregation. It was not
this type which created the real doctrinal and theological problem.
Rather, it was the type of pastoral, circuit-making feiseprediger who
was simply sent out by Synod or a district and had first to form a con-
gregation or congregations vhich presented the greatest difficuliy.

The final resolution of this problem was that such pastoral ser-
vices could be considered valid only on a temporary and emergency basis.

The Reiseprediger was urged, as soon as possible, to arrange for at
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least a nominal call from one of the groups he served, provided this
did not lessen his effectivencss as a missionary, Later, the thinking
apparently developed that such an itinerant had a temporary call from
the Synod or its mission board, acting collectively in behalf of all
congregations,

In terms of results it should be noted that the earliest itinerant
ministries gradvally developed into the more general home mission pro-
gram of the Missouri Syncd. In many respects the missionary-at-large
of more recent times is a direct descendant of the earlier Reisepre-
diger, Assuming that this is true, and that many features of the

Reiseprediger institution were intended to be merely temporary excep—

tions to the rule, not permanent rules themselves, it may not be en-
tirely out of place to suggest that certain features which have sur-
vived to the present day in the home missionary or missicnary-at—large
need to be rethought. To have home missionayieg associate first with
some nearby congregation as an assistant pastor would appear io be
more in linc with original synodical policy and practice, for example,
than for a district mission board simply tc send a man intc a new area
to assemble a congregation. This would also serve to restore the
function of home mission work as more of a direct function of the local
congregation and less the function of impersonal and sometimes disin-
terested official boards. But these are issues which are merely sug-—
gested and raised by the present study. Any conclusions in this regard
must be purely tentative in lieu of a more detailsd comparison of
former policies with more recent ones.

The most important questicn arising out of the present study
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itself is that which has to do with the development, or evolution, of
synodical thinking and policy about the itinersnt ministry during the
period under consideration. Did the need for greater flexibility and
mobility in time honored patterns of the ministry create modifications
out of keeping with traditional theological convictions and practices?
In other words, were concessions made for the sake of practical neces-
sity? Did the Missouri Synod itinerant ministry represent an accom-
modation of doctrine to practice? In one sense of the word, accommo-—
dation may be a valid and useful interpretation. The practical problem
of meeting new mission needs was not ignored for the sake merely of
preserving tradition. The Missouri Synod response to this need did
demonstrate a high degree of adaptability and flexibility. Bub this
does not mean that the theological concerns having to do with the church
and ministry were simply isnored, either. In the end, after a period
of some hesitation and uncertainty, a way was found to justify the
employment of synodically appointed itinerants, and in a manner satis-
factory, it seems, to all concerned. This did not represent a con-
cession either, on the one hand, to tradition simply for the sake of
tradition or, on the other, to unlimited flexibility. Perhaps the best
way of putting it is as a balance between flexibility and stability—

that is, flexibility amid stability.




|

APPENDIX A

INSTRUCTIONS FOR A BESUCHER AUTHORIZED BY SYNOD

FROM THE 18L7 PROCEEDINGS

1. He is mainly to seek out the Cerman settlements and there to
explore for Germans; also in his travels through English settlements he
is to inquire about isolated German families and visit them.

2. It is incumben®t upon him to seek out Lutheran households and
to make inquiry about thems:

ae. Thether the families have immigrated from Germany or have come
from the eastern part of Americs into the West and how long
they have already been here;

b, Vhether the father and the mother of the house are both really
Lutheran;

¢, How many children and other members of the household there
are; wnether all are baptized and how many perhaps have been
confirmeds;

de V“hether they have at times been or still are being visited by
traveling sectarian preachers and in what manner, in case they
were visited, the latter dealt with themj

e, ‘thether English or German enthusiasts and factious spiriits have
regular preaching stations in their neighborhoods and whether
the Lutheran settlers visit these;

fe TVhether, and if so how many, Catholics, Reformed, United, etc.,
live in the settlement and whether they are somehow served by
preacherg of their persuasion.

ge Vhether the Lutheran settlers have in their houses Bibles,
Luther's Small Catechism, good hymn books and perhaps old
orthedox books of prayer, sermons, and books for edification,

lbrster Synodalbericht der Deutschen Evangelisch-Lutherischen

§xnode von Missouri, Ohio und andern Staaten vom Janre lvE? (5t. Louis:

Arthur Olshausen, 1847), pbe 13L. Irans. by present writer. For orig-
inal text see Ch, IV, pp. 58-60.
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and whether they make regular use of them.
If the Besucher indeed finds pood books bubt no proper use of them, he
is to admonish the people in a friendly way not to let these treasures
lie vnused and to impart to them good advice for sebtting up wholesome
family worship; but if he finds books containing disbelief or false
doctrine in the house, and particularly if they are in use, then he
must convince the people that such books are contrary to Holy Scrip-
tures and can destroy the soul, and if it is God's will, thereupun the
people avoid their use.

3. Naturally this inguiry should not be put in the form of an
examination, bub in a conversational manner, avoiding all appearance
of compulaion, :

i« The Besucher as mmch as possible is to get to know precisely
the prevailing conditions both of the various families and of the in-
dividual members thereof with regard to spiritual matters; and with this
it is incumbent upon him, according to the ability which God provides,
to admonlsh with and by the Vord of God, as the need arises.

S« It is his duty to inspire the people with zeal and with love
to establish the holy ministry in their midst. Thus if he comes upon
several larger or smaller neighboring settlements which are willing to
call a Lutheran pastor for themselves, he is to give them directions
about what steps they must teke for the attainment of this purpose. If
however the number of Luthqran families visited in a large circuit is
too small to call a permanent pastor at once, he is then to admonish
the people therefore to associate themselves with the nearest Lutheran

congregation vhich has a faithful pastor, so that now and then they may
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be visited Ly him and served with Vord and Sacrament--nowever, in the
meantime, Lo be sure that on Sundays they edify themselves from a good
sermon bock, rather than visit the services of the enthusiasts.

6. He is to advise and direct fathers of households, in cases of
great distances from regularly served Lutheran congregations, that
vhen death threatens or in other urgent cases, they should sooner bap=—
tize their children themselves than to have them baptized by traveling
sectarian preachers. Moreover upon the special request of his fellow
believers he is not only to vreach to them, but also to baptize their
children,

7« It 1s also incumbent upon the visiting pastor from time to
time in the evening hours to take in hand the children who are of
school age in the various homes here and there, He should investigate
vhether they can more or less read, know something from the Catechism,
also vhether they can perhaps recite this or that good hymn verse and
prayer, and particularly the Ten Commandments, the Chriséian Creed and
the Lord's Prayer. He should also instruct them, as much as time and
opportunity permits, in the chief articles of the Christian faith.

8. lispecially where he finds neglected children, he is to exhort
the parents seriously and in a f{riendly way and to give them advice
on the instruction of their children., Lspecially in the late fall and
winter months he is to bake an interest in them and do all in his power
that they learn to read and gradvally to acquire a knowledge of the
chief articles of the sacred story of our Lord Jesus Christ as well as
of the Small Lutheran Catechism,

9, For this purpose and also for the education of the adults he
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is to carry a number of suitable short accounts ac well as pictures oub
of the sacred history.

10. In keeping his diary he is to see to it that his notation as
to number, place, locality, external and internal conditions of the
fellow believers he is visiting is precise and correct and that he does
not neglect to write down unusual particular experiences vhich have a
bearing on the purpose of his visit.

11, In his report to the president every two months he is very
specifically to send in the statistical results of his visitation, but
of his ordinary experiences to report only the most important matters.

12, ke is to watch seriously that he never usurps an office
which does not belong to him, even where it is filled by a heretic or
heterodox person.

13, He is to render an account to Synod about his traveling ex-

penses,




APPENDIX B

DISCUSSION CN THE REISEPREDIGER

FROM THE 1863 PROCEEDINGST

The previous explanation of Annotation 5 [of Section 21] called

forth a long and lively debate regarding our leiseprediger. It was

stated: Reiseprediger go out to their ministerial office without a

-y

call, and therefore without ordination; their only call is the call

of love, HNow when they come and preach to the forsaken pecple, their
consciences coften trouble them greatly when they are asked to baptize
children; they have even greater trials when now and then in cases of
necessity they cught to administer Holy Communion., Up to now admin—
istering Baptism has been permitted them, but not the administration
of Holy Communion, the latter not because they have no right to but be-
cavse in regard to Lord's Supper no such neccssity can be present as
in regard to Baptism. At this peint fhere arcse a contest between two
different opinions which could not be completely reconciled. The one
maintained: Under certain circumstances a Reiseprediger can perform
all acts of the office——that is, on the one hand if he usurps no
office which does not belong to him, and on the other if he does not
assume an improper character. If I come as a Neiseprediger to a place
where the people request me to perform the acts of the cffice, they

lfxcerpt from "Verhandlungen Uber § 21 des Referats von Herrn
Prof. Walther fiber 'die rechte Gestalt einer vom Staate unabhingigen
Ev,-Luth. Ortsgemeinde,'" Elfter Syncdal-Bericht der allgemeinen Deut-—
schen Evang.-Luth. Synode von Missouri, Chio u. a. . Staaten vom Jahre
1063 (St. Louis: Synodaldruckerei von Aug. Viebusch u. Sohn, 180L), DPs
-58, Trans. by present writer. See above, Ch. VIII, pp. 151-158.
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thus give me a call., Since I am dealing with people who ave in great
need, if I help them, I am acting as scmeone vwho pulls a drowning per-—
son out of the vwaters

In contrast the other side replied: ©Still one must not forget
that the office of the ministry is a divine office and not a human ones
Since it is a divine ordinance I may at no time ever trespass against
i, éxcept in the greatest of necessity vhen the salvation of poor
sinners is at stake. To be sure, the Lord Jesus created this cordinance
not for the destruction of souls but for their salvation; therefore the

Reiseprediper may baptize in cases of necessity, and even administer

Holy Communion, but this can only be justified by reason of neceasity.

A Reiseprediger is without office; if he makes it a rule %o baptize

where people merely ask for it and to celebrate Communion where they
only request it, he thus commits a serious of'fense against God's or-
dinance. That they say: "He is called," that is nothing; the people
do not indeed call him, bﬁt merely charge him with a single act of the
- office. ILuther says: "It does not follow that just any citizen may
establish a parsonage in his house, for such is éermitted toc no onej
moreover, there is a great difcrence between a common and public as-
sembly and a household; for what a citizen does in his house means it
is done privately." The charge of individual fathers of households to
carry out this or that act of the office, therefore, is no calling into
the office of the ministry. If he [the Re%segredigar] is requested to
baptize, he should say: "Look, I am no minister and have therefore no
call to baptize; now I know quite well that in cases of necessity any
Christian may baptize, but it is better that you do it yourself, lest
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I become a vagabond," If the reply is: "Yes, but I cannot obtain
a pastor, he is too far distant, and I myself do not care to perform
the Daptisim—-I cannot read well, I get too nervous, and I would end up

doing it wrong," there is then a case of necessity and the leiseprediger

may baptize,

At this point it was asked: If I may not baptize, how is it that
I may preach publicly without a call? Answer: There is a great differ-
ence between baptizing and preaching. If the people could preach as
well themselves aa\fr; they are able to baptize on their own, it would
surely be an offense against God if I, as a person not called, would
preach publicly %o them; for then I would be usurping an office which
does not belong to me and the people would correctly say: "Go on your
way, we do not need you for preaching, we can do that ourselves i That,
however, they %’ﬁﬁg@h do and ﬂlerefore stand in great danger of going
astray, Consequently, we call upon a brother, compelliecd by love, to
seek out these poor pedple and to bring them the Gospel, It is another
matter with Baptism, vhich they themselves in cases of necessity can
and should administer. If indeed in respect to Baptism the people say:

"W'e are too poorly trained for it," then one may baptize, only let
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necessity be necessity and let no Reiseprediger pose as a pastor, lest

he trespass against God's ordinance,

In contrast it was further brought to mind: We send out Reise-
prediger in order to save poor, lost and forsaken people; they come to
a settlement; there people live who should hear God's Word; there are
children who should be baptized. If one tells them: "I am not a pas=

tor, do it yourself," the people's eyes will pop open and come out of
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their scckets; for they are ignorant and lack understanding. Answer: I
should not confirm ignorance, but rather instruct ignorant people; I
would be committing a serious offense if I did not say to them: "Dear
people, you are indeed baptized, ard do you not know what a great
treasure has been obtained for you thereby? In order to show you this,
that is why I have come." low if they are without God, their eyes will
indeed no doubt widen in surprise, but they‘will also accept instruction
So much the more eagerly., If I am asked under the above mentioned cire
cumstances to baptize, I should say: "Very well, I will do it, just as
you would yourself, or as your neighbor also could do it."

Vew counter argument: It remains unclear why apart from regular
congregational conditions I cannot do what a common citizen or farmer
even can do in cases of necessity, if he has the gift for it. Answer:
Baptism and Lord's Supper presuppose congregations where the preached
Viord has already fulfilled its purpose. An historical example is im-
portant. VWith great geal our church has testified against the Calviniste

who in the last half of the sixteenth century sent about Heiseprediger

throughout France in crder to convert the people to their church; they

did not regard these Reiseprediger as true pastors but decisively main-

tained that they had no call, were not servants of God, but merely
emissaries [i.e., proselytizers?]; they also stole France from the
Lutheran Church,

. Objection: That was another matter altogether; the whole of France
was ecclesiastically regulated and assigned pastors; therefore they were
usurping offices which did not belong to them, Vhat the Augsburg Con-

fession says, that nc one should teach in the church without a regular
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call, refers to countries vwhere the church and congregational condi-
tions have been regulated; but here in America there are conditions
which are entirely unique, stich as have probably never before existed
in our church; here no one usurps offices which do not belong to him
if he seeks out and serves scattered fellow believers. It is to be
feared that we act amiss if we judge these conditions according to the
earlier, already regulated conditions and apply what the Confession
states to them. Answer: Vhat was said is not to the point. That our

Reiseprediger should preach, to this we are all agreed; only they

should not baptize, nor administer Communion except in the most urgent

necessity. V%hen as a Reiseprediger I have preached to the people,

then I can wash my hands without guilt; for I have done what I was

able to do and permitted to do to save them. Vhen it comes to Bap-
tism it is quite the same whether I baptize a child here in Fort Yayne
or in Oregonj it may always be only in cases of necessity, either when
there is danger of death or when other necessities compel. It is there-

fore granted: Vhen a Reiseprediger arrives as a stranger at a place,

he may baptize if those who are immediately responsible—and of course,
fathers are the most responsible--do not have the confidence in them-
selves for it; in fact, he may even in certain urgent cases of neces-
sity celebrate the Lord's Supper. But he should take care and examine
closely whether such cases of necessity really exist, or else his

actions could cause him great terrors of conscience to his dying daye




APPENDIX C

TVENTY-EIGHT THESES CONCERNING THE CALL AND POSITION

OF A REISEPREDIGER, VESTERN DISTRICT, 18651

l. Every New Testament Christian is a true spiritual priest, no
longer under tutelage, of which priesthood the sons of Levi and Aaron
in the 0l1d Testament were merely the patberns and shadows.

2. Every Christian as a spiritual priest has: (1) the office of
the Vord, (2) that of baptizing, (3) that of blessing or of conse-
crating the sacred bread and wine, (4) that of binding and loosing
from sins, (5) that of sacrificing, (6) that of praying for others,
(7) that of judging and discerning doctrines

3s The public oiffice of the ministry is the authority transferred
through believing Christians to exercise the rights of the spiritual
priesthood in the public office in the place of Christ and on behalf
of the congregation.

L. Te public oifice of the ministry——and so that no one may ad-—

minister it unless he is regularly called thereto--is indeed a regula-

tion® and not a means of grace, nevertheless not a human, but a divine

1"Achtundzwanz:|.g Thesen liber den Beruf und die Stellung eines
Reisepredigers," Verhandlungen der Elften Jahresversammlung des West-
lichen Districts der deutschen ev.-luth. Synode von Missouri, Ohio u.
a. Staaten im Jahre re 1065 (8t. Louis: Druck von Aug. Viebusch u. Sohn,
1865), pp. 57-72. Trans. by present writer. For original text see
above, Ch. VIII, pp. 159-6

2German: Ordnung. This word, its verbal form ordnen, and the ad-
jective and adverb ordentlich present a problem in translation, espe=-
cially since subtle distinctions surround their use. Ordnung might be
translated "ordinance," but sometimes in the theses it has the more
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regulation.,

5. Everything which serves the external, indifferent regulation
in the church is left by God to the church itself to regulate in
Christian freedom.

6. Just as all regulations of Almighty God Himself are made not
only for the sake of external regulation but at the same time for other
reasons which to us are partly revealed, partly hidden, so also the
regulation of the public office of the ministry.

T« To depart from the public office of the ministry is in no case
permitted to any creature, unless it be that God's Viord itself presents
a precedent to depart therefrom. MHatt., 15:1-6; Rom., 10:15.

8. Just as all regulations of God in the New Testament are not
lavs but gracious institutions of God for the salvation of souls, so
also the regulation of the public office of the ministry.

9. Love is the queen of all laws, so much the more of all regula-
tions, i.e., in cases of necessity it knows no commandment, much less
any regulation., Matt. 12:7; Rom. 13:10,

10. There are cases of necessity in which also the regulation
of the public office of the ministry cannot and should not be ob-
served. Exodus l:2l-26.

11, A case of necessity occurs when, by legalistic observance of
the regulation, souls would be lost instead of saved and love would

thereby by violated.

general meaning of "order," The single English word which most nearly
covers all cases, even the derivative forms, is perhaps "regulation"
(hence: ‘"regulate," "regular," "regularly“), and this has been used
consistently throughout.
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12, In a case of necessity, departure from God's regulation may ‘
be made only so far and for so long as the case of necessity exists,

13. Without the preaching of the Vord no faith is possible and

without Baptism the development of faith is in constant danger of
suffering éhipwreck in every trial, and with regard to children, Bap-
tism is the only means of grace for them., Rom, 10:1l;3 Mark 10:15,16,
‘ 1. Just as the Fifth Commandment concerning love for the neigh-
bor in general follows the Fourth concerning love for parents [i.e., a
specific command], so the call of love in general follows the specific
call,

15. Just as the call of love in zeneral does not permit setting
aside the specific call of the father and usurping his office, so the
former also does not permit setting aside the specific call of a pub-
lic minister and usurping his office.

16. love does not give the right to do the work of a public
minister in the congregation of an already validly called minister,
even one vho is heretical, and thus to usurp his office.

17. Love has the call and the duby, where there are no Christians
previously and the church must first be planted, to come out publicly
and proclaim God's Word to souls and to baptize those who thereupon
confess the faith.

18. ILove has the call and the duty, cven vhere there are Chris-
tians but where the church lacks a public minister and souls would
otherwise be in danger of being lost, also to come out publicly and
teach God's Word if it possesses the knowledge and the gift for this.

19. Vhen it is stated that the church has the right to call, this
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does not mean that the church on the whole can create ministers by its
call, but that those Christians to vhom the minister is to be sent also
have the right to choose and to call this minister themselves.

20, TFor others than those [to vhom the minister is to be sent]
to call and place ministers without the latter's consent is a usurpa-
tion of an office which does not belong to them and is nothing else
but tyranny.

21. If the Christian can request and authorize someone to do a
work of love in general in his place, then Christians can also request
and authorize someone in their place to search out Christians who lack
a minister and to undertake the preaching of the Tord of God among
them as a work of love in general.

22. It does not constitute a case of necessity where, in observ-
ing the divine regulation, souls are forced to assume a merely temporal
and physical discomfort.

23. The administration of Holy Communion presupposes the exist—
ence of a Christian congregation and personal care of souls; it should
not take place therefore where no Christian congregation exists and no
personal care of souls can be maintained.

2l;. Wo arrangement may be introduced by which the departure from
the divine regulation of the public office of the ministry is made a
pPermanent regulation.

25. A case of necessity in the administering of Holy Communion
without the divine regulation of the holy office of the ministry is
perhaps conceivable but only in very unusual spiritual trial.

26, A Christian capable of teaching who searches out the lost
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sheep of the house of Christ and preaches the Tiord of God to them

should administer the entire office of the Gospel only where he is

called accordingly as regular public minister.

27. Such a traveling minister ought to accept the call of small
congregations only on the condition that he thereby retains the
freedom always to search out more such small congregations and to
serve each one only to the extent that time allows,

28. It is the dubty of such a traveling minister to be of assist-—
ance to the larger congregations founded by him in acquiring another

minister who will reside permanently with them,
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