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Worship of tho Soul 

Tho quostion ws once asad by an old, foithfol logro txmon in 

tho Doop South: "tint 4s tho soul?" Tho angvwor comod single on tho 

baois of Genonis 2, 7: "Ami tho Lord God’. . . broathod into his noo- 

trils tho brorth of 1ifo, ors! man boomoe a living soul." ‘ho diffi= 

culty conos in doveribing its miture, ‘the henthon also agi: tho amie 

question, irl thelr efforte to enqvor that quostdon Jonds us right 
into tho horrt of thor roligion. ‘the oninist unts to aml mid at- 

tenpts at dosorlbing tho soul aml ito activities ani ite rolationsidp 

with life in gonorel. "Tho vital quostion for the oniniot now is how 

to lace his om soul, in relation to the souls surrouniting hin aml to 

thoir pouors, witch ore mrtiy injurious onl partly useful. ‘thot 
must I do to nrotoct and to strengthen my om cowl?! Tat io the great 

qectiion to hich the oninist unts on eas, 

fo tho African, tho soul, is nore than moro broath, though the 

Various tribes may opoal: of 1t a9 broath. "%} the Aninist tho ‘soul! 

is emething entirely difforont fron hat wo unicrotem! it to bo, It 
ete 

1. Dr. Nomry tou, Wo Hove Into Afcion, vp» 16h. 
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io on dlixir of lifo, a lio otuff, which 1 found overpihero in mture. | 

Ban hoo to ooulg, ono of tiich tho bolily soul, rortains to hin during 

bio life-tino. It lo a pour outoldo hinself contitioning hilo cartily 

wollbaing, but docs not oosontinlly bolong to his parsons at doath 

it roturns to tho cnimlotie sctorchouwss. Tho othar coul, tho slndowr 

goul, qior;o5 only whon tho men dies. Tt 40 tho shodowy contimation 

of his yorson, tho port of hio individmity thet contimes to 1ivo.! 

iio reforonco to ooul-ctuf? holps us to unlerctanl why the aninist | 

Zooks upon practically ol. objoots as possessing ocne kind of soul. | 

Tt cso axyedno sono of tho mmny preotioss which wo dhol. shortly con- 

oidor. 

It 40 ospociolly aburlent in the head, but my also be comontrated 

in tho liver, or tho hoart or in tho blood. For that ronson, when a 

Leopard 2s icilod an Afrlon, tho police aro sont to tho some in order 

to tale out tho Livor an tho bilo, aml cleo tho vildkor, of tho leo 

pord for those aro potent ulth soul-steff. thon tho so-called nan- 

Loran! i:illings wore at thalr height, 1¢ wo reported by o Buropsan 

Poldeamn that the wlich-doctors coneiderad the heart of o huncn being 

to havo moro powor than that of a loopard, thorofere, non aml wen 

ani dhiliron wero !4lled 4n ordor to obtain their hearts. wis uns 

ono reason otvanoo! for tho Idling of ea mony porte by tho Mian= = 

Looparl" Soaloty. 

Shio souleowff poryades, tho holo body, fra tho head to the toes. 

Hot only 19 thio soul-otaff foun in nen ant anime, 4% may also 

BEES 

2, Sch, Wamnoo't, Zhe Living Forges of the Goods Pe A1-    
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be foul in plents, troos aml inanirnte objects. According to the 

tworlsts, thio devolopol fro1 the obcoryation of tho savero that 

Plonts and troos alco lived, grou, docayoll cml porlshod, Iilssuiso, 

any portioular Inaninate objoot whloh my have an ums0nl chape, or 

appear to bo moving, or oponiting (a0 hon tho win! blow through tho 

trees) 4s considorod 5 possouning coul-stuff. However, not oll in 

material objoots possess gol stuff, but a0 wo shell. soo, thoy may bo. 

Given soul-nowor. 

foldo frou title soul-otuff, tho aniniot also Jods uron himself 

es having a culte distinct baling within hinsdlf, This soull-powor my 

divide iteolf into a mmber of spirits, or individnol souls. Tho 

usual rmbor is an, but that may vary. Tho Tohi-epooking tribes ~ 

sey that thoro 19 a superior spirit, tho Em, or lifo-par, ani en 

inforlor one, tho Srolzan, ghoot or chadow, Their Ga-vpoiing naigi- 

bours divide tho rq into two ka, one rele aml ono famille, ono good 

end one bed. ‘Tho suporlor snirit, coy the Yoruba, is tho one that 

loaves the body et donth, tho inferior tho ono that wnlers auay dum 

ing dloop. During sloop, say the Tame, the lover spirit hes odven- 

tures, ami these wo call dromo.™ 

ho Knloberl smi tho Ibo aro Likewise thougit to have tun souls, 

roughly corrocronting to tho Heyptian Kim aml Ko~i.0., tho highar 

spirit or Roo, wich 40 oternd. ani the vital eplrit or life foros, 

wiih perichos wlth tho body. ‘who Ttthio, on tho othor hart, baliove 

that oach nan kas throo soulo, tio of thon siriler to tho tuo Zgyptian 

spirit on! e third ono, tho othorea). or astral. "thoy boliovo thet 

every nan posoosscg thro souls or spiritual botiog, Wise, (1) te 

Se F. We Butt-Thonpson, Op Gites Pe 195e   
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Gtbarcal or antral, ubich rovgiily corrospns to the Sgyptian Ke oni 

porishoo aftor death, (2) tho coul or intividunlity, which rosoibles — my 

tho Egyptian Ia, survives the body anl inhabits the world of ghosts 

botwoon dnoarmntions, emi (3) tho drmertal opizit or tuo Reo, sansihnt 
ike the Soypidan Ma, wintel clunyo stays wlth Gods the first tin, 

along with the riyoierl body, would appoor to bo emmitdons of the 
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TS else coms that theo scuila aro asaignat fron stard:us0, 

cach porson bein: elven ho particular vowl, or sowls. Tot oily ere 

thooo nous aoaignod to different inlividedls, but thy ore also given 

So mmol: timo to inhabit tho oarth. Tlonco, there arioos a strong fool= 

ing of fntalion in tho African. Uhon his tine canes, he ronlizes that 

4t wma co dooislod bofore his souls wore osaignel to hins One roasen 

for hatred of tho wltch—deotor is duo to the belicf that ho outs stort 

ono's allotted tins dn this 11fo. 
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The notion of a voul nay very will heve arson fron the dreems 

end visions which tho Afrloon axporioncos, It 10 oomonly bolicved 

that a man's owl Loaves his body during droms, cri thet tho soul” 

moy be ecugirt in thet droam. For that reason, "vhon in a dream a non 

Oe05 another offering In ‘fino chon! ho chould mio a great offort 

to Amiuoo Iiis droo-aol? to refuse 4t, lost port. Juri: thorein, saying 

_ to hinoolf: "I have o22 that I went in my howe, loving utveo ani 

dhildren dn lonty, ddlicate food em! confortable Sumlehiness 1 will. | 

not thoreforo Jonve thoso an! go forth ine dreon to enjoy tho goods 

ef enothor, Jost on cnony unre ny soul. ani provent 1 fren roturming 
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Tris inGloates that tho oocl 19 active, vory cotiive, And that 
io teu, ‘ho ool may Loavo tho body at alnost anytino, but ospoolal— 

ly doos 1% lervo, a5 wo have coon, during dleop. ‘Thorefore, an African 

4s uso]; not; rrxizonod out of a souni dloop, Jest his cowl, io conght 

willo 1¢ 10 mmy someukore, there 1t nny bo dopanis on tho dreni. 

this penotico 1o not wuiivorsal toiny since tho Africans alvo have 

alam looks. 
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Onco, ulle discussing the soul in a dlass at Tkot Ohio Odongo, 

in Iboolipe, a nan rolated this incident which ho dedlares to bo trus. 

Tr one villaro, « mmbor of poorilo wero trying to idl a python. A 

fou minutes Intor 2 bey eeno suming up, very much agitated, to told 

then to stop bonting that anna, booauso uhhen tho” otarted to beat on 

4, bo bogan to fool £11, though ho wise omparativdly groat dis- 

tanco mmy. Ho maintained that his soul, ono of tha at least, ws 

in that omaco onl thair boating of 1 cmoed hin to fodl tho blows. 

Dr. H. Tou, ploncor miscionary of the Intheran Church in Iigoria, 1ike- 

wloo roports a foar of tho natives to ill pytions bocnuse eccoone's 

Poul mey bo in 4t.° ttosionary Rs C. Stade hed a bit of difficulty 

uith tho hoathon in his diotelet for tho coo ronson. fo, too, tric! © 

to got his honso-boy to Ill sco analoa, but tho boy refmod, not bo- 

* . gameo he balioved a poroonta soul wo dn thon, but booamdo ho fared 

the heathen chiafs, So Wisalonary Stade killol the snakes. Mo heard 

frei the chiefs. 
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cc Br Tn, Ho Here Inte Afplony D- 165. ‘    
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Dr, Hou, in hio boot: We Hove Into Afwlea) ventures tho opinion 
that thio my bo tho origin of c proctioo which 49 kno oo totazion, 

the apsociation of a man's soul, oven « tribal soul, with on anionl. 

mis fom of religious protec 40, hovover, not vory common in Africa. 

It sons that tho soul may loave of its on volition, But that 

49 not tho only tine 1 will leave, It my also be onties!, Eopocial- 

ly do thie truo of childron, [Honco anioos the rmstico of being Jonient 

with children, ‘Thoir coneltive souls ney not wich to stant such trent- 

_ Rent, so thoy will loevo oni the obiid will dio, It 1o-litulos part 

of tho power of tho moglclan to be able to drew couls amy fron the 

body. 

MA cao 4n eich a man wo aocusel of sosidng to bring shout tho 

death of lis om nother by snaring hor ‘droan soul! cone before tho 

Idua Hatdve Court. In thio tho ncousal, naol Taikquta, stated: "About 

oi= months ago my half-brothar, Ofuo Afaha Exo, como to ny houso ani 

sold, "You wnt to 1:21 ny nothar." ‘that evening bo bost o dru round 

tho tom, orying that I het! token his mothor!a ool. aml inpetoonod 16 
in the Febo-house, Nox’ noming our nother heredif como emi said that 

I rmet give hor basi: har souls? 

"Ficanen, wliness for prosoouter, stated on oaths 'Z roucibor 

Qfoo Afsha Eco tolling no that Tonicpata hed ome to his nother in o 

doo ari ont off ooo of hor hair, So next day sho wont to hin amt 

said that ho must rostoro he: boul." : 
Sees 

7. a : 
8. F. Iemury Talbot, Life in Southern Eummia, » 222 
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    Tt 40 coo truo that tho natives, ooo of tha anywy, baliove 
that thon o porson do unconsolow for a certain longth of tine, a in ! 

@ cam, his cowl is on a joumoy an] must bo foun] emi brougrt bask. | 

Thorofero tho cowl 45 cowgit aml ontieod to rotum, "Frecuontly thoro 

4s o form tmnt for tho osgcayod sovl, thon 4t is capture! oni carriod 

4n hardkercitiofs to the ici: man.®? 

Dut dn oll tila going in-ond out, how does tho spirit mis its - 

ait ond ontronco? "Throughout tho whale region 4¢ 4s a mittor of 

common baliof that tho soul loaves the body by the mouth on the last 

"+" bronth at donth, a9 eloo at tines in droms, Sono very rouorful uis- 

. ardo aro onld to bo cbilo to bring tho donil to 1ife agein after the soul 

hag gone forth by yllacing 'nodiaine! in the ayos, nooo am! mouth of 

the corpo, in order to drei bao: tho spirit inte its forenion tdno- 

nent, #20 

  

Tho soul io Lilowlso active in inflnoncing the nouls of othors. 

Tho stronger coulo axert a groator infinonoo thon a woolor ono. "the 

* soul. of a chiof azoreivcs oc droid inflnenss on his subjects. « « » 

Fis pouor proves that he has much onl strong soul staff, aml thorefore 

can be dongorows. . . « In a ley court 1¢ 10 mot 00 mush the judicial 

euthorlty 05 tho soul of the juigo, that ic foarod."2 shorefora, 

einos there aro 0 nany foreos trying to overpovor kis sodl, the aninist 

begins to thin: of how onl uhoro emi hon he oan obtain moro soul-poutr, 

more coul-otuff in order to ovorcas0 his superiors, or at Least pro- 

toot himself fron thea viion thoy want to colin ham. 

=o 

9. Jobe Warnectc 56. oa 3 
' 10. P. inary tultiot, Sxlove of tho Bgue Dek, D> Ale ; 

1. Joh, Unrnock, Ope Gite, Pe Be 

   


