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Worohip of the Soul

Tho quootion o oneo asiad by an old, foithful flogro txom in
tho Doop Souths it 46 tho Boul?® Tho cnmer ooaad single an tha
baois of Genools 2, 7: "And tho Iord God's « o bronthed into his noo-
trilo tho brooth of 1ifo, ond ran boommo a living coul.® Tho difft-
culty comos in dogeribing 1ic maturo, The heathan also asc: tho ogae
quostion. And thoir efforto to enswor that cuostion locds uo Fight
into tho horrt of thoir roligion., The aninist wnts to and mokes cb=
tapto at dosoriling tho coul and ito activities and its ralationsiip
ulth 1lifo in gonoral, "Tho vitol cucotion for the eninist now 3o how
to rllaco s own ooul in rolotim to the souls surrounding hin amd to
tholr povors, which evo pertly injnrious and portly woful, THnt
mot I do to mrotoct and to atrengthen ry oun soul?t matuuumut_
quootion to uich tho aniriot wonto an ensuvor,*

To tho African, o ooul is more than maro broath, though tho
various tribos moy oponk of it oo brogth. o the Aninist tho ‘scul!
is smething antiraly difforent fron vhat wo undorstand it to bo. IS

“

1. Dr, Nonry Miou, Ho Movo Into Africa, Pe 16k
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1o on olixir of 1ifo, a lifo otuff, iich 1o fond overyuhere in naturo.
¥on hes %o ooulo, ono of ulrigh tho bodily soul, prertains to hin during
hic 1life=tino, It 1c o rouor ocutaido hmself conditioning hio cortily
wallboing, but dooco not oosontially balong to his poroony at doath

it rotums %o tho cninistic stordwmo, Tho othor ooul, the ahwmdow
ooul, aorpoo only vhon tho ren deo, Ituﬂmm'uﬂmum
of hio yoreon, tho port of hio individnality that conbimmoo to lSvo,r
Thic roforonco to ooul-ctuff holm us to unxderctand uhy the aninist
doolo upon practically oll objooto as posccosing ocne kind of ocoul.
nmmmmwﬂmwmm“wmm
oidor,

fhis sonl=otnCf porwedes. tho vholo body, fran tho hood to the toea.
It 10 oopocinlly abulent in tho hoad, but may also bs conentrated
in tho liver, or tho hoert or in tho blood, For that reascn, vhen a
lcopard £8 Idllod in Afrlen, tho palice arc sat to the soma in axder
to talo out tho livor end tho bilo, ond also tho uhidkors, of tho lco=
pard for those aro potont wlth goul-stuff, thon tho so-callod mon-
loopnrd killingn wro ab Hhalr holgt, 1t ves reported by o Boropean
policomnn that tho wici-doctors aanoidarod the heart of & huoen balng
WMWmm%mﬂmtcEnlmﬂ,w.mMm
ond drildron woro 1d11cd in ordor to cbtain their hearts. This wos
ono reason advancod for tho I411ing of oa many poorloc by the “hn-
Loopamd" Soodoty.

lmwmﬂﬂnmwmmmmm.itmm
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bo fouxd in rlents, trocs and inanirnte objooto. According to the
thoorists, tirs dovolopad fren the oboarvetion of tho soworm that
Alants and troos aloo lived, grew, deccyod and porlshod. Idkewlico,
any particular inonimnio objoot which may have an wmsunl chape, or
anpoar to bo noving, or spocidng (ac vhen tho wimd Hlos through tho
troas) is considored oo posooosing ooul-otuff. Howevor, mot oll in-
metarial objooto poososs gonl etuff, but as wo oholl oos, thay moy bo
glvon coul=-povor.

Anldo fron thio coul-otuff, tho cniniot also lodks upon himself
e having & cuito diotinct bolng within hinndlf, This oul~poMOr DOy
divido 1t0olf into a mwber of spirits, or individul souls, Tho
usuel mrbor 1s &, ut that nay vary. fho Tohi-snoaking tribes -
Say that thoro 10 o oupordor oplrit, tho K, or ifo-poror, and en
inforior ane, tho Srulxon, shoot or chadoy, Thelr Go-opoaidng neigh-
bours divide tho Fm into two jCa, one trlo and ono faxlo, ono gocd
ol ono bed, Tho cuporlor spirlt, ooy the Yorube, is tho ans that
loaves the body et doath, the inferlor tho ono that wmnders mmy dur-
ing aloop, During sloop, say the Tamo, the lowor splril hes adven-
m,uulﬂnnomeﬂldm."

Tho Knlaborl end tho ITho aro Mkouiso thougirt to hovo to gouls,
roughly correoponding to tho Eeyphion Khm and Eo—l.0s, tho highor
SpLrit or Bgo, thich 1o cbarmnl and the vital spirit ar Iifo forvs,
vhich perichos wlth tho body. Tho Thikio, on tho othor henl, beliovo
that oadh non o thiroo ooulo, o of tha oinilar to the two gyption
'mﬁ.lel.ﬂaﬂd.t\'lom, :0 othorenl or astrol. "My boliovo thsb
Qvery nan posaosoca throo souls or opiritunl bodios, vis., (1) the
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Mcram, wirlch m@ﬂymmﬂutom.wmm
porishoo aftor death, (2) tho conl or intividunlity, which reocibles
tho Ypyptdon Do, curvivos tho body and inhabiis the world of ghosts
l;mm‘mﬂom, exd (3) thoe drmortel opirit or truo fgo, omaiint
ko tho Fgyphlon Ktha, ubleh clinyd ctoys ulth God, The firet to,
along with the Hiyoierl body, wnld aper to bo aumtion of the
1ot *

14 cloo oocms that thoso luaulu are noolignod Sron @ otord:ouso,
cogh porson boin: slvon hio partloudlsr sonl, or souls. Iot only ere
mmmmmmummmm,mwmmgm
00 rmol: timo %o inhablt tho carth, 'lm,ﬂmaﬂmalmm—-
ing of fotalim in tho Africn, thon his tine cancs, he ronlizes that
1‘b|mmdoo!.dudbufomhlawuktmmnﬂd@ndhm Ono ronoon
for hatred of o witch~dootor 15 duo to th ballef that ho cute short
cn_o'nn:!lotﬁmlt:lnuln.ﬂﬂnuro.

The notdon of a soul may very will heve arison fran the dreers
and viniono tubich tho Africen arporioncad, It 10 cowmily balioved
ﬂmtnm'wﬂlomnluwmmm,MMWM'
ooy be crught in thet droan, For that roooon, nghon in o dreen & nen
mmﬂmroﬂ:r!nglﬂ;'ﬂmohnp‘hnﬂﬂdm‘mnmm
hmmm@;‘m—ao}:mmeﬂ.mwﬂmmm

_ %0 hinool#s *I hove all ¥ shat T tmnt in ny houso, loving wives and

mm‘w, dﬂioatanfocdmlmmhﬂmmm. I i1l
WMmmmasommmzuammhmmM
of anothor, Looh en cncoy onere oy sodl ond Frovent 1t fren rotuming

ke P. hxury mlbot, Lifo in Souythom Mesrlo, pp. O7-CC.
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Thic intlontos that tho oocd 1o actlvo, vory cotive, And that
15 truo, ‘Tho ool moy loovo tha body at almoot anytino, but ooreaind=
1y doos it lervo, 0o wo lave coon, during aleop. Tharaforo, an Africon
is uwoenll;r not rixizonod out of a cound aloop, lest his soul io econght
wdlo it ic avny ooneubworo. Thero it nay bo dopands on tho dreat,
This practico 1o not universal toticy since the Afrleans aloo hove
alam olockn, :

Cnoo, uxllo dicousaing the ooul in o dlass et Tiot Obio Odongo,
in Ibooilzpo, & non ralatod s incidant vhich ho dedlares $o bo truo.
mmm,nmnbwofmmmtoldﬂawﬂm A
four mirertos Intor & oy oeno ruming up, vary mch opltated. Mo tald
than to stop boetdng that onako, boseuso when tho otarted to beat on
1%, ho bopen to Loal 11, though ho wa o cxyeretivdy great dis-
tonco mmy. Ho maintainad that his ooul, ano of thw at lcost, wo
in that ono'ro and tholr boobing of 1t cansed hin to fodl tho blows,
Dr, H, Nou, nionoor missionary of the Intheron Cmwch in Mgeris, 1iiko-
uige roports o foar of tho natives to 1l prthons beosude oaoono's
ooul may bo 4n 165 1Hosiofery B C. Stade bhed o bt of AifficilEy
ulth tho hoathon in his distwigh for tho cano Toaton. [o, too, tried -
to got his houso-boy %o 111 aco onaloo, bub tho boy refuded, oot bo-

. omso ho balioved & poroan'a ool wo 4n Hho, bub boooaso ho Foered
the hoathen chiofs, So IHscicnary Stodo killod tho snakes. o heard
froei the ahMefo,

. 5 T
| 6 Ir, ﬂ-wmmmm P 165.
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Dr. Hen, 4n hio boalt 16 Hovo Tto Afeion? ventares the opinton
that thic noy bo the origin of ¢ practioo vhich 10 knoun o totaim,
the aosocintlon of o nan's ooul, mnhi.bn:ll.m,ﬂ.ﬁlmnﬂml.
ﬁafunotmummmmu,mM,mwmm

It coams that Hho ooul poy loovo of 18 o valition, Buat thet
15 not tho odly tinc it w11 loavo. It moy also be antlood, Eopooinl-
1y 40 thio truo of childron. Honoo arises tho mustico of boing lenfent
with ¢ildron, Thoir conoltivo oouls ney not wich to otand such treat-
_ monb, so thoy 1dll loovo ond tho child will dlo, It 1o-liftouios part
of tho poor of o nogleln $o be ablo to drear nodls cumy fron tho
body.

'Amonﬂﬂﬁnmmm-wnﬁdmhmmm
doeth of Mo ovm nothor Ly onaring hor 'droon ooul' mmﬁo
Idua Hotdvo Court, In tdo tho acousad, nmod Tonkputs, stateds !Aboub
olx nonths ago my half-brothor, Ofuo Afoha Eko, como to oy houso and
Sedd, "You want, o 1411 oy nothor," Tt ovening he bost o drn round
tho town, arying thot T hod taleen ho mothorn ooul and inpelsonod 18
in the Fpbo-honoa, MtMMmﬂlwhmﬂmM!dflﬂnt
I mot givo hor back hor oool." '

“Ekanen, witnooo for mroscoutor, oiatod on caths 'I roncbor
Ofao Afoha Feo talling no that Tociqata hod oo to hio nother iz a
dromn enl cut off ooo of hor holx, So naxb day aho went to hin and
snid that ho st rostoro he: Houl.'™® ;

-SSR T
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It 10 cloo truo that tho mativos, om0 of than oy, beliow
Mttlmnminmmoimiwnmmaum;mh
a o, hio ool is on o Journay and mot bo fomd end brought boek.
Tharoforo tho ooul is oouwht and anticod to rotmm, Fremontly thoro
uummmummmm,mmuummm
in handicoroiriafo o tho oloi man.n?

Bat in all ¥do going in-and out, hoir does tho opirit on's ito -
ot ol cntronco? 'ﬂmumm'ﬂmmolnm:l.tunmﬁhrd
comon baliof that tho soul lacvos tho body Ly tho nouth on tho last

"' broath at doctl, as oloo ob tinos in drowms, Sono very rowrful wis-

ardo aro onld to bo alilo to Lring tho doed to 1ife agin aftor the oodl
has gono forth by prncing 'modiaing! in the qyos, nooo and mouth of
tho corpoe, in ordar to drear bacs tho spirit into ito foroolon tano-
nemt, 10

Tho soul io 1il:;dse active in influencing the oouls of othars.
Tho otronger oouls azert & groator influanco then & wookor ono. "ihe

* soul of a chiof axoreivos o dronded inflnonoo on his oubjeotSe « « «

Mo powor proves thet hio hao much end otrong soul staff, ond thorefors
oan bo dengorous. . « « In & o gourt 1t 1o not oo ouch the Juticlal
suthority oo the ooul of tio julpo, that o fourod#l Thareforo,
oinco thoro are oo nany foress trying to ovrpower kia soul, the antmist
boging to tivnk: of how ond uhoro and uhn ho cmn cbtain noro Goul-pouOT,
nore ooul-ctuff in ordor to ovoroaio his suxriors, or ot lest o=
toot himself fram thoa vhion thoy uent to dhin ham,

9. Joh. Hhrneck, 56. |
10, P, ipoury I&mmmhﬂ-
11, Joh, ihrnock, ope gik., Pe 5o




