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says that the rulers referred to are the evil apgels. This explanation, 
/ 

he says, would fit t.he world vUtlook of Paul on the 1::(0([,,p..1. . The evil 
I 

angels are God's creatures, created by the mediatorship of Christ, Col. 

ls15f o They did not kncm the plan of God.ts salvation or else they would 

not have crucified th9 Lord of Glory. Over these evil qels Christ's 

victory begins. This is also why Paul calls Christ th9 "Lord of Glory" 

in Ran. 8:38; Col. 2:15; Eph. lt21; 6:12. The present author prefers to 

believe that the rulers of this aeon are not the evil angels but rather 

all sinful flesh., In this verse .Paul describes ·l:ihem as being responsible 

for crucifying Jesus. It would be ver-J mi.acceptable to suppose that Jesu a , 

praying from the cross tbat God would forgive His crucifiers, was praying 

for ·!;he evil angels. Therefore TI'e must again on the basis of Paul's 

reference here describe the old aeon as sin.f.'u.1$ the evil angels included. 

It can be either a temporal or a spatial designation • 

.Again in I Coro 3 218 Paul s·tates that the wisdom of this aeon must 

become void ·i;o man before man can become \7iseo "!st no one deceive him-

. ") - ') - / 1e· him self; if aeyone thinks he is wise among you .iJ::. �~� a 1vH 1 -rft" '(~I.. ,:, 

become a fools in order that he ~r become wise"• The tvo wisdans are 

mutual4" exclusive. Wendland s~s8: "von der eingelbildeten falschen 

Weisheit (dieser Welt) geht der Weg zur wahren (goettlichen) Weisheit 

allein uebar die Torheitn. Paul uses "this aeon" synonymously with "this 
I - I -. 

1 

\( 2\l)A2,;, n 9 as is sho,m f':rom v. 19: 11For the wisdom~ Kp<G:,a,, 10.rr-tiJ 

is vain before Qodn • 

.Pa.ul intensifies his description of the power of this aeon. He 

l { \. �~� - �~� �~� I bl.a-..a-..a the a~s in II Car. 4:4" •• o ..Q. �~� CW. 0.1 nt r o -rs tJ ,,v �~� 

minds of the unbelievers so that they cannot see the light of the Gospel 

\. Wendland:, Ibid., 9 P• 25 
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of the glory or Christ, which ie the image ot Qod•. ,'ler11lls:m9 eaya 1 

o •• jetzt. noch dor Satan mder Got.tea erk atreitet und 1bm 
Macht uebet" }.ronachen gegeben iat. Den Satan bezoichnet Paulus 
hier m.1.t, einer ueberaue scharfen Pormel all den ·•oott dieser Welt­
ooi t11 o Dr....mit iat er13tlzns sein OegenRata zu Gott~ &Nitens soins 
:Herrs~h.ermaeht u~be1."' die alte Welt, endlioh die Vergaengl1chkeit 
sainer Her~eoha.i't zus~n mit diaser Weltzeit ausgodrueckto J.U.t 
dea wtzten 1st scl'\on geaagt, das3 der Ausdru.ok durchaus n1Qht eiDen 
'Dl.w.lismus' in dem Sinne bedeutet, nle ob dar Satan gleicbma.echtig 
und gleichbsreohtift O~t. gegenueberstuendeJ deswegen lcann auch 
wn 'pc,rstoch-fSilosi~ischem Ditheim~ua t (Olaube an das Oegenueber 
eines boose.n und eines guten Oottes) hier keine Rede se1no 

10 . 
stoeckhardt- alao speaks of Satan a.'3 being the "god of this aem". So 

then the old aeei"I. ii~ vel'y real i'or .Paul. nie forces controlllng it are 

pooer.f'ul, tempting and deceiv2.aag,, causing people not to be able t o recog­

nize the light of salvation 1n the gospel, which is Christ. This po«er 

is ult.in.1a;t.oly Satanic in nature, emanating fto:11 Satan. 

Paul ~lso spo~ks of the prosent aeon in Eph. 1~21. ?..ere Christ is 

"above all r-olr:s ari.d au-thoritioe and pO':leI's and lordships and every ?k"UIIS 

--, - -:, - - I >\('I '::, ...., I I { 
named not only i.!,. 4 r;.. , w y1 T,1i urt, e<. e:l>i k~, ..U. ~ 14 \.ra.P v»" • In 

this p.:.suagia Paul dooa not e:xproasly associate evil with the present aomo 

The purpose of t he verse is to :ats,ese Ch!"ist ts supremaoy aver everything. 
. ll ').t I 

The present aeon is undaubtsdly temporal here. EMald mq:u n n t Ht t< 

hat Mtuerlich h:ter durchaus den Charakter eines 'Zeitbegriff'a '" • 

The last use of Jl. 4 L w;\v ;f, t"oJ .. by Paul, at least canmonl.y consid-

ered to be ite eqt11val.ent, is the reference 1n Galo lt4• "ao that He 
., ? - -

(Christ) might del:i.ver US ...t.!.{ ;:IUV, J, w '(9>, .-rfti ~ V l (1W111> JT O r"',£0 tJ 

acoordin,g to the ..,,il:l. of God • o •" Zalm12 ccmmentaa 

10o. Stoeokhar -dt., }l2o 9!t:.•, Po S58 
11

P. Ertald, ~ hesprbriQ,, Tho Zahn, ed., op. cit., P• 103 

~ho Zahn, Jk..¥1.1~ ~ ~ Cja)&,te:r. op. cit., Po 37f • 



34 

i: < ? '< ( - )' 
Was Pl sons\, ..£... ~ o "'T o l oder o v v v °" , w ~ nermt bezeicbnet er 

a1s ., ., t, ---bier .£.. 21, tJ " ..I?. ~ v t f , .s.., ? • Da a\ J., y bei Pl so wenig wie ir-
gendi.'To sonst autgehoei~ hat., ein Zei tbegriff zu Min, und auch in 
seiner Uebertragung auf die innerhalb dar d.urch z I Ji , pezeichneten 
.Periode sich f ortbewegende \'feltD 1m. Unterachied von ,< o<r ) ... o.s. , die Welt 
al~ ze i ·blich verlaufende, den W'eltlauf bedeutet9 so spricht d.er zweite 
und dri tts der genmu1ten Ausdrueoke den Oegensatz des gegenwaertigen 
WeltJ..9.ufs zu e:lnem~~eni'tigen nur noob deutlicher aus, als es 
auch s chon duroh ~ ,,::s; o ~ geschieht~ welches bei Pl gelegentllch 
ebenso, wie bei Jesus und den juedischen Zeitgenossen, .L !:& { bJw ~ 
als ausgespr ochanen Gagensatz bei sioh bat. las UrteU, daiia 
die ser gegen:Y1aertige Weltlaui' ein boeaer .:.1aL welches das prae-

., I 

dikati V geme inte Ulld de.hel, artikellose 1T' I) V "\ e Q ~ auasprioht, 
liegt ni cht nur aller Ho.fin:nng auf e:lne zukuenftige Welt und 
Weltordnung9 sondern auch aller Verkuend.igung einer waehrand 
dieses Weltlauf's sich vollziehend.en Erloesung zu Orunde. Diaser 
1st ein boeser s solange und inaaivei-1:; in 1hm nicht der evrige uud ur­
spruengl.'loh0 Wille Got t9s allein~ sondern auch ,1idergoettlicher 
Vlille sich "trer-td:rklich.t. J.n wie hohern Grade dies nach Pl wie naoh 
Jesus (Bd I 0 15"/,. it59 ) demalen der Fall 1st, und class dieser un­
e1 ... f r euliohe Zusto.nd ebenso das p},..ysischa wie daa etbisch9 Leben 
der gegetma,erti gen Wel'l:, umfasst j mag man aus Stellen wie !I Kr·. 4 a4 J 
12:7J Ephe 6 :11-18; Kl 1:13 entnehm.en. Auoh I Jo. 51 19 waere ilm 
nicht zu stark gewesene 

.Burton:13 agees ,'l'ith Zahn taht t his i a manifest ly equi'Wlent t.o the mOl'e 

general usage { ;? w , 7' ; J ~ · While here it is de! initel3' oa.lled evil, 

the evil i s onJ,y implied el sewhere., It is p:t;"imaril3' a phase of time denot­

ing the present pariod 0£ ·l;he ·11orld ea history as distinguished .frOlll the com­

ing age. 

Three times Paul uses a simil.r1~ phrase: In I Tim. 

6al7 he s.zya a HThe uea.lthy .i!, ..,~ v ~ 11 ~ 1 w ~,, exhort not to be conceited 

nor trust in uncertain Vlealt h, but in God who gives to us all wealth for 

enjoying" . Ths wealth again is parishable9 uncertain, and obscure. As 

the i'ollowing chapter will illustrate, wealth balongs to the Jetztnogh 

'bhings of t he present aeon. More emphatica~ the evil oormotation is 

present in II Tim. 4:101 "For Demas, who loved iir_ ¥ ";"v ?1 w .,~ P has 

~. Burton., International Critical Canmentarz, Galatians (New Yorka Obas. 
Scribner and Sans, 1920)., p .. w. 
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i'orsaken me" a And in Ti tua 2 ~ l2 Paul warns tl;le Christians to whcm the 

grace of God fcrr salvation ha s appeared to learn that "having denied 

impiety and cosm:lc lusts we should live soberly and righteous]¥ and 

pious]¥ l'v ~~ ,riii. ~c;..!L" 11 As Joachim Jaremias14 points aut11 '.Paul is 

speaking of a Christian life which is always motivated bf gratitude for the 

graoe of Godo So herall the present aeon is an'.cy the period in lfhich the 

.Christian lives; he has no internal comections with it. 

· In conclus ion8 one notices that the present aeon, though not all1a3s 

described as ·such specifica~, is yet alw~s ev1..1~,. uncertain, changings 

and sinful11 It, is gmre:med, as Nygrenl5 shO\'ls, tr.1 Wrath, Sin and Death. 

To human bei.I'.gs i t i s enticings seeking their destruction, blinding men 

to the t.rut h9 containing a wisdom of. selfishness, pride11 ar.d self-right­

eousness a But i n the mind of the Apostle who describes the old aeou so9 

there is a.lway·s a cont~asted ae<r!lo As to the ·duration of the pt"esent 

aeonr, we can only infer tl:i..2.t, it is a,ynonymous with the duration of God's 

long-suffering tcrnard sin. and evilo 

B. The COllling AeO'a 

Five t il'Jles in t he N. T. there is a direct reference made to the other, 

OO.ill.i~ aeon 0 Faul refers to it tw'lice. In Ephol:2l he says that Christ 

na.1 sits at the right hand of God "far above all rules and authorities and 

pa«ers and lordships and every name named not on]Jr in the present aeon bat 

14J. Jeremias, ~~Testament Deutsch., Timotheus and Titus (Ooettingen a 
Bardenhoeck ,u1d Ruprecht, 1947), P• 59£ • 
15 

A. !\}Ygrenu S~P£aa 
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also 1._ ,; f'; hl2dl• Stoeckhard.t
16

, quoting Haupt, describes the nature 

and time of the caning aeona 

0£:f' enbar will Paulus uicht aagen, da.ss in Z.\K'lll'lft and.ere Oei stes­
"ttasen exis·t.ieren wuerden als jet-zt , welche aber auch Christo unter­
geordnet s·aien., sondern er will sagan, class weder in der irdischen 
noch in dar uebarirdischen Welt man 1rgandeinen Naman auffi.ndan 
~aenne ii der Christo gleichstaande o Der Ausdruck rl \ ty r .v. ( h bk 
ist i,ur cl.arum f uer die hoehe1•e Welt ge-t1aeblt , ,reil iuer ima der 
Eintri t t in dieseloo zukuenftig ist, obschon sie an sich schon 
jetzt exist ierto Wenn im Hebraeerbrief' die b:Jmml:lsehe Welt einsr­
zeita als sogar fuer uns aohon vorhanden hingestellt wird (12112), 
und anderar seits dort dieses aelbe himnlische Jerusalem ala die 

I \ I I 
if c ~ t1, ~ i'\--, 16'""<1 bezeichnat wird (13,14), ja wenn 6,5 die Leser 
die Krae'~te der zukueni'tigen Walt schon zu kosten bekommen, so iat 
ganz klar, do.ss der Verfasser unter dem g l ~ ~ f4 { l ~ "'I r einfaoh die 
hoeher e Welt Yersteht, und wenn der Zusammenhe.ng also 1n unserer 
Stell'3 au.£ diesel ba Verallgem.aina:?'ung des Begrif£s fuehrt, wird 
gegen die Annahm.e der sel ben nichts einzuwenden aeil1. 

?aul again speci f i cally refers t o the coming aeon in Eph. 21?: "in order 

? - :;) - - .t:> () I 
t hat He {Christ) m.ight shon .i!:_ -, 6 , S c< 1 \JJ or v :!::.2.li.. i 1T't , ( 0 ,M V pr;Ul 

supsrabundant riches of hi s grace in vthich He has been gracious to us in 

Christ Jesusri . 'lhe preconte...'IC't speaks of the making al.iw and saving b.r 

the grao~ of God. or a disobedient s:ilmero. On this stoeekhardt17 aay-sa 

Das neue I,gben der Wi edergeburt laeui't aus in das 8'i7ige Lgben. ~ter 
11:11~ J \~6" 1 --C ot!> .~1f~f! oi.c t'r~ eigentlioh den herankommenien Zeiten, 
die im Anzug slnd3• haben 'wir "die um. ihrer Endlosigkeit willen plu­
zeit., a lso mit der schliesslichen Offenba.rung des Zornes Oottes 
e:1.ntr i t t u (Hofmann) , zu verstehen. 

So of t he !'aall t y of the caning a.eon there can be no doubt. But 

the crucial question9 to which brief allus ions have already been made, isa 

'That marks the ohange between t he present and the coming aecn? All the 

canment a t or s consult.ad by the author have agreed upon the two aeon teaching 

J6 . H .0,. Stoeckhardt , ?l?heserbr ief (St. Louis : Concordia Publishing · ouoe, 
1910) !) p,.10'7 0 

17Ibid. 
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in Paul., But when doae the coming aeon begin1 or llhat is the theological 

significance of t his teaching.? · .The following are some of the leading 

.views. 

Co ,Tesus Christ$ tha Turning Point 

18 Sasse points out that the "spaetjuediache" apocalyptic writers 

t oge.th~r wi t.h '.;he pre...Christ :l.an gnost ics taught that the illl y:::,iv was 
. ~- T 

the peri od of t :lme las ting f ol' t he duration of t he ear->..b., 'fne >:CA:\} 1J ~ 'l';}, 
T- ;• 

according t o their teachings, was to begin with the coming ?Jessiah'a earth-

l y reign.. 'l'hi s Jewi sh vi.art p:redicited that the coming aeon wrul!l begin 

m. t h -the Me:.w iah Hho would at ·l:.he same tiraa proclaim judgment u~n the 

eart h. The t ime s i mmedia.te]y preceding t.liis event would be evilll just as 

t hey ·,,rere e:,,.--per'lenci.'flg at th.at time. They be~ieved in only one parousia, 

a'i:, wh~Lch t il'n~ t he Mes3:L.-::ih .,,ould bri..YJg His glorious kingdom to the earth4r 

Jerusale:nj and peace would reign eternally. 

Cullman."119 points out that the Jewish three-fold divisio.&, is the baais 

f or the No To tiwo aeon teaching, na.me4"s, the present and the coming. The 

dif'i'erence is not t,hat t 11e present aeoi'l must be understood as temporal and 

the coming aeon eterl'lAl (timeless), but ·i.he difference bet\,een tha two aeons 

is t he 11Gesch.ehen" , v1hi ch~ for -t.h-:1 present a'3on is the Fall. The fall into 
. ' 

sil1 did not C!'eate the time el~:ment bu.t, rather characterizes the present 

aeon as. s i nful,, The event whioh 1n3.rks the transi tion to the oouing aeon 

is the conquest over the evil powers v.hioh characterize the present aeon. 

-------
18J{,, Sasse, -22·· eit., P• 2070 , 

I 

19
0. CUllmann1 .22• ill•, PP• 39-4.3• / 
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According to Cullmann, th.are is also a temper al difference between 

the two aeons~ But ·l;hifJ dif'i'erence is one of limitation. Tile present 

aeon is limited from both enda5 t.he beginning the Creation and the _erxl the 

final ju.dgment.. 'fhe comiYJ{; aeon is· liinited on]¥ on one end, the beginning • 

'lhe bsginning i s t,he eirent Tihich the Jewish apocal3Pse refers to, namaq, 

t he 1Jaosiah. The coming aeon has no end and. in this sense is eternal. 

Gullrna.nn outlines his division of the t wo aeons thus:20 

lo die Zeit in :iltrer ganzen unentllichen Ausdelmu11g, die nach vor­
,·,aerts un.d nach rue ckwaerts unbegrenzt, also "Ewigkeit11 ist, 
2.. die begrenzte. Zei t, die zrrischen Sehoeptung und F4ldgeschehen 
liegt.~ also mit dem "gegenwaertigen" 5 nach der andern unbe­
gren~te}fl Z~i.tstrecl-:en, u:ad Zi'Tar 

a) Cui :i.=f'1.. $"{ ( WI/ pj) die vor der Sch oepfung liagende 9 die 
nach der Seite der Schoepfung zu ein Enda., also eine Grenze 
hat.~ dagegen na.ch rueckwaerts unbegrenzt, unendlicb und nur 
:L"'l dies em Sirmc ewi.g ist; 
b ) die ueber daa F~de des gegenwaertigen .A.ions hinausragende 
(-J 1 ~ 11 ~) die also i.'11 sogenanntan Endgeschehan ihren 
A."'l.fang., also ei.'l'le Orenze hat, dagegen nach vonaerts unbegrenzt, 
unendlich, u.l'ld nur in diesem Sinne Emig 1st. 

MWi Cullm.a,m shons t hat the difference between the Biblical "Heils­

linie'' and. the J 01liah 11Heilalinie" doaE. not lie in variat,ions . of this tlu"fte­

fold µivision~ Rathers the occurance of the central event _is d~fcrent. · 
! 

Acco~i..l'.lg to the Jewish tl'adition this central event is the caning of the 
' 

Mesdiah which would ha:open at the end of the created \for kl• From then on I • 

the 'caning aeon noulcl begin. But the Christian "Heilsline" makes its 

cen~ral point betwe~ the creation and the second parousia when CfD:ist 

shQ.11 co;;1plete His redemptive, work., na:nely., at the resurrection. 'Jhe 

pr~s~nt aeon does not terminate with this event, but continues till 

the ~econd ·-parousia. 
' -

2.po. Cullmann, Ibid. , P• 41£ • 
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Ewald22, commenting on Eph. 1:211 atatesa 

Die Fr age a;'e~, ob ~ie Messia.nisohe Zei t noch zum «:1 ~ i, ~ Tp > oder 
schon Z'Ulll oi l ~u x · ,4 :, b \w r gehoeren., hat sich fuer das Ohrietliohe 
Bewur1steein damit 7er ledigt, dass die Erschainung des Masaias den 
Gesamtzust and der Welt Zunaeehst noch un-vsraa.ndert gelassen hats, 
und ein neuer Aion erst mit der zweiten :J!.ot eo oir1~ SU e1:1a.:-ten ist. 

Nygren23 brings out the two aeon doctrine of the M. T. .first from 

Jesus 9 own statements and then from Paul •s continuation of this doctrine. 

He sayss 

If there is anything ,1hich t he newer exegetical study haa clE!arly 
established, it is the extraordinary significance which the eschat­
ological had for early Christian faith. At the center o:f Jesus' 
mes sage stood the proclamati.on of ·the kingdom o:f God and the begin­
ging of the new age. In hopa the pious who "looked for the consol­
ati on of Israel " · had reached forward tO"Rard that day when Ocx:l him­
self Tiould institute His k~gdom and take camnando In that tense 
e xpact i on the proclanati on of Jesus is heard, llThe time is fulfil­
led., the kingdom of God is et hand" (Mark 1:15). When Jesus talks 
about the kingdom of God, it is no looger a matter of something dis­
tant, which shall some time come. ttThis age11 has already reached 
its endD and r.the new age" stands at the door. With tfeeus himself' 
t he messianic age has ar-rived. Wi th reference to the messianic 
prophecy about na year of grace for the Lord11

9 He could say, "Todq 
t his Scr i pture has bee""l fulfilled in your hearingtt (Ik. 4:21). 
That He vras IIR3 that should come" is seen in that the messianic sigm 
were al:r egczy· a t hand 9 "the blind receiw their sight and t he laine 
walk, lepei~s are cleansed nnd t he deaf hear, and the dead are raise~ 
up

9 
~nd the poor have good nevi:s preached to them« (Matt. 11:5) • Even 

i f one can at the same tima apas.k of the kingdom of heaven as som­
thing th9. t shall come and is approachingi it is nevertheless also 

21Ib _g., p .. '71 • . 
22 

P. Ewal d.? Epheserbr ief , the Zahn edition, .2I!• ill.•, P• 1030 

23 A. Nygren9 .2J:!o ill•s, PP• 9-12. 
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a present reality; the forces of the kingdom of heaven are alre~ 
in oparation4j It is not through human achievements that the king­
dom of God canes., but by God's wonder.i\.i.l intervention. It comes as 
a gi:f't i'rooi God. Theref'ora Jesus can call His disciples blessed, 
"f'or th9irs is the kingdo.n of heaven" (Matt. 5,3.10).. 'Ibey have 
·the right of danioUe in the new age • . They need not fear, for it is 
the Father~s good plea.sure to give them the kingdl)m (blke 12:32). 

Nygren continues 'i;hat a. new righteousness is the gii't of entrance 

into J,he IC'i ngdo;l'l of God9 which :ts the ne~. age. He says s 

Therefore it :ts YI:.."ittenj) in Matth8i1 5:20, "Unless ·your righteous­
ness exceeds that of the scribes arid Pharisees, you will never 
enter in·to the kingdom of heavan1i. So inseparabl;y do the new king­
dom a1'2d t he new righ·teouaness balong together. 

The inner conf lict, with Paul was s 

I:t Jesus was the Messiah, the ldngdom of God was already at hand. 
The noo a ge had come~ But than the righteousn-isa whio.h · had mde 
Paul a persecutor of the Christian coDlillUl1ity was a~alse righteous­
nass ., ~ • .. <t1zy one like Paul, himsal.f on the contrary 'Na.y of 
salvation.9 t,he wey of righteousness of the law, was capable of Jllak­
i.ng c lea.:c .for Christianity the new ,1q of salvation which God. had 
opened through Christ, a..~d of setting forth the righteousness of Goi 
in its ab~olute newness. 

So Nygren makes justifiea:~ion by faith the centl"al theme of Romans 

a.a well as of all theology.. Howe•1ar8 following the pattern of Adolph 

Schlattei-, he s..1-io.rs ha.'r the two aeon tsaohing embraces justification by' 

faith., In Rom.. 5al2-2l ?aul abruptly draws an analogy betv1een Adam and 

Christo ,'Ji thout explanation Paul ta.lees this parallel to be self-evident, 

a·xioniat io!i t.oo basio :for formal demonstration. In this ans.logy Nygren 

saysa 

Paul: does not move from Adam to Christ., but from Christ. In the 
cooiparison of t he t wo he is not i·rying to adduce a unique position 
for Ch:rist

0 
Had that baen his aim, there :would ba reason for the 

demand that. he dl'.lfend his logic in making the parallel. Bat the 
au·i:.horit.v of Christ is to hi..'U utter'.cy' elem .. , quite independently o£ 
a li:ne of reasoningo Rather is his purpose in such a comparison 
emphatica lly t o af.fir;n t hat Chris t does occupy a status given Him 
b'.f God. 

Paul thinks in terms of aeons. Two realms stand aver against each 
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othero One is tm daninion of death over all that is human, the 
age of Adam.. The othe:.r is the daninion or life, the age of Christ. 
The question to which Paul is here add.~essing himself' is ·~o inquire 
what it is that has coma about because Christ has been given to ua. 
His ans.1er is clears the nEm aeon.,. the aecn of lito, haa cane upoo 
uso Thareby have they who stand with Christ, in faith on Him, been 
ta~en out of the dominion of daathuhich overshadows Ad&~'s race • 

. This is the fact Tihioh was written to the Colossians (lal3), "He 
(God) has delivered us f'rm the dominion of darkness and tranaferre d 
us t.o the kingdom of his beloved St<D.". This is the universal sig­
nificance o:i' C!u·ist. 

The old a.eon i s under tha do."llinion of death. E-tery· history except 

the historJ of t .. "1.e gospel of Christ is a histo:q which repart.s the story 

of deat h o It is a repor t of the death age. Death rules supreme in this 

rorld~ wheth~r we speak of pbysical, spiritual, ar eternal death. It is 

the stat.us of cll in th:t.s wor ldJ the childre;:1 of Ada.Ila. 

NiJgren cont inues: 

Aga inst this backgr ound -~he meaning of -the gospel is seen r:iost 
elear :3¥ o To us uho are in bond.age to tbs dominion of the age or 
death ooraa s t he gospel ¥rlth its message that the new age~ the age 
of life, has burat upon us. As death became the lot of a.11 through 
one man9 Ad.::..119 so God now bestows life on us through one nan..! Christ. 
Just a s · Adam stands at the head of the old aeon Ci & t ~ r o ~ -to > ) , 
so Chri st st,ands 1:r,r reason of His resurraction, as ·the author and 
p.~ri'e e-i::.e r of the nev,' (,!al_J ,~.,. 1._ tA qL,y)o As lcmg as nsn had 
to look forvrard to,-ui.1 .. d Him "~nho was to come11 s t.11.e new aeon could 
on:cy b9 ca.lJ.ed "the coming age11 • But nOi't, after He has cooie, it 
is no lon€,l3r merel3' s o.r.ething that is to be. Sinoe the resurrect.ion 
of Christ ·the nen aeon has baccme actual fact in our world. Christ 
st..:rnds at t he frontier between the t.ro ages, outdating the old 
and blazing the wa;y for the newo In Obrist we belong to the new 
a.e ono I n I I Corinthians 5:17$ Paul expresses this fact thus, "I£ 
any one i s :in Christ, he is a new creationJ the old has passed 
away9 beholrl.9 the new has oane11 o 

This same vie,1 i s 3}1a1.~ed t 3 Sasse23 who pNsents the Christian view of 

the comi."'l.g aeon as hea<;led by Chri s·t on the basis of I Core 15s20.23s · 

"But now Christ. i s raised from t,he dead, th~ !i~t or those who htid slept. 
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And each at his C1Rn time I first Christ, then those of Christ at his 

mp:oueia11 • And he present.a· the old aeon, as headed by .Adam, on the basis 

of I. Oor. 15 121.22 : "For since through one man came d~th, also through 

one man r esurrection f'rom the dead.. For just as in .tuiam all died, so also 

in Chris t all 1·r.i.ll be made alive11 • 

In summar.~r 5 all the leading commentators are agreed upon t he 

three basic premises discussed i."l this chapter; first., that the present 

aeon in }aul i s al mzys O'V'il . Its time is parallel to O<Xi •s torbearance 

of evil.9 i . e. f rom t h~ f al l till judgment c.lq. Second~, the coming 

aeon i s a per i od of time r!hich begins with the first girousia al¥i extenis 

into the unl imit ed i'utu.re o Hence it is !Ere even. na--, , since the resur~ 

:rection of Christ ll ,mi ch nar ks the victory owr the evil forces of the old 

aeon. Thus., finally .., Je~us Christ marks the turning point. 



SOME RELATED TERMS 

- )/ / ( 
I. Yllt. (gfn , ~) 

:> ' Oonsiderable light is tbrdml. on the question as to when the 'Y' w v 

,u ~ ~ l, ~ begins t hrough a study or the ~ frequent tems _. 'Ibis tE111por­

al designatio..11 i..'"l t he N. To follows two general idsas5 First, it is God's 
? I 

saleoted moment a ccording to His c 1 11 t> ~ o ~,l 0 in which He achie~s His 

purposes.. _r'l.'71.d secondJ,J'" 9 i t is a God-appointed period during which men 

are either saved or lost., accept or reject the Gospel. This lattel' has 

also been ca lled the n-redempti,.,e11 .iti._ 1. 

. A. God' B Moment 

I 
illke 5: 10 illustrates the use or .l.i..x_ as a point of time ( r-r, .f.'-'- J. 

Yfo~~ 1) ) designated b'.f God in which He achieves His ?J.rpose: 11A.11d Jesus 

said to Simon» Fear not9 ~ ~ ~ you will catch men." Again 

Paul in Corinth., after the Jg.us rejected his moaaage, saids (Acts 1816) 

11 ;·rt IJ, , 1:ii,. v ;1 y I wi.11 go to the gentilesu. Similar usages are found in 

Jn. l3 (3l; 16i5J 17 :13. It is a spac:ii'ic t:i.IE with Luke in 121.521 "For 

there will be J1i'o M -1' a"'v v ~., £1 w i."l one house divided". It is also 

the end of Chri s "1> is humiliation and the beginning of His exaltation in 

John 12:27.f:f. -B. The "Red.ampti w 11 y' e1 i:: 

The second idea conveyed by the .til in the N. T., name~., a God-

- ·-----, . 

-Staehlin's article in Kittel, Theologisches W'oerterbllcl\ !!!m Heuen Testam.­
ent (stu·t.tga.ria w. Kohlhs.'llllU3r, 1933), v. ·4, pp.U06-lll7 is follcmed 
to a large extent for outlill.e and grouping of passages. 
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appointed period during which man are sawd or damned, 1a the more signli'­

ioant for the purpose of this s ttJey". To th1.a "redemptive IJ..ii" Paul tre­

quentl;y refers, and also in direct relation to the two-a.eon teaching. 

1, It br ings the event of Christ up to da.tea 

h . f'1 Cl 
T e sacri oo of Christ happened once ( 9"1fta l ) and long ago 

( 471£ 9g ('i,t. Rem.~ 5289 punettiliar aorist1). Nevertheless, Paul brings the 

effect of tM.s sacrifice to the prasent time tv saying, Ran. Ss91 "Ahab 

rather than, bein~ justified Jl Tv ... by Hia blood we will be sa"eOO through 

Him fro111 ·t.he Wrath". Again in Col$ ls2l .. 22 the Apostle says that at one 

tune (.:J:C o t t .J the-<J were stra..l'lgers a_nd enemies in their mind by their 

wicked uorks., 11 ,r,,~ Ji (Christ) has reoonoilEd them in His body ot 

flesh through death11 • So also in ll Tmw 1110 the grace of God was given 

to me-n ~. ~ ~D ~ w ,, _ i i 16,u, ( w ".11 but ~ ia manifested through the ap­

pearance of Olt'I} Savioro Alao the revelation of the mtstery which was 

. . ,!/ -:,1 -
veiled :ui silence .frcm ~ 1 '/ t1 <a, • (2{ £ 1,1 v I o<. is manifested v v v o and 

through the vn:•i tings of the prophets is ma.de known to a.11 nations, Rom. 

loi26. The writer to the Hebrews auns up this thought when he oono-l~des 

that if .Christ ,vera a High Priest offering saaritioes after the manner of 

hum.an priests, He would have been compelled to s\\f'f er often i':-om the 
' (.I .:> ' { I -

.foundation Of the YIOrld: fl J!IIV( ..&.. ol r{~"" ~ !({ stt11(1LA)\ol ·['IJJ t, 

;, I . hHi -t<Pt 11 q' , w Ir w v. He has appaared to put away t he sin tbroug s sacr .!.Jo.a.ca , 

Heb. 9 :26,. J..n all these usages the .JLJLL retains its full power for the 

present to th$ Cln•istians. 

In Rwie 11:30£, the ~ sta."llds as the dividing point between believ­

ing and being lost a "So also you IO ::d:: were disobedient to God, rv V 

£.{_ you received mercy because of thei:e disobedienceJ so also these IC ,, /I 
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have not believad0 that thr,,ugh the mercy shoim to you they also might 

obtain mercy ,, ~ n. A]..90 in II Pet. 2 a25 the ~ stands as the di T-

id:lne line in a life at one ·1:.ime straying and now rettll'n8d to the Shepherd. 

2. ll ;y . between · the first and second !&.fc y ( 1/.J a 
2 ,-s ta e hl in: points out that every~-in the o. T. points to a 

new "Einsttt., Jeremiah 4a12 sayst n-l!.ltl'.. -6..£ I will speak judgment against 

the:n" J or Is. 33:10: 11..L@J:.. I vtill arise, seys the Lordg ~ I will be 

glorified, i(u \'. I will ascendt1. But the o. T. does not speak of judgment 

and redemption in the f'xbure only; rather, it pronounces judgment and 

redemption fol:" -t,he present.. '.Ihe v_ v ~ does this by reaching into the future 

and making the redempt,ion of t he first parouaia and the ju~ent of tbe 

s9cond parousia appzy now. So Is. 3 :8 sqs that the glory of Jerusalsm 

should ti \/v be brought lan~ and Is. 481?1 11~ it is made and not of old, 

and these things y ou did not hear in former days • • .. 11 So then in t.lie 

Old as well aR m t he New 'l'astament t.he t vv marks the decision between 

accepting salv~tion or being condemned. 

I f the ~v 1(. designates a period in wldch men acaept ss.lvation or 

are condemned:i i t ·then must fall between the t ,,o rfgp,,f!~l ~ the first of,mjch 

was redemption a.."TJ.d the second which will be judgment. '!hat is why, as 

Staehlin rem.arks., -the "11..,, of the 0~ T. points to an "Einst", 1. e. be­

cause it is before the first :e;rousia. 

Paul speaks of Ji_ v vv d, \~ ~ on ·three occasions, as noticed ear-

lier, to refer to ·the same period as 1.. J.., ~ ~ ~()~ . Also in Gal. 4:25 

:a.~ } fl eo_u (' ~ ~: t( is spoken Of as a COrallary to the present aeon, or 
, 

2st h1 · · t ll07 ac~ m, £?E.• .!U....•, P• • 
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of the Jernsalen which is below in contrast to the coming, ,,hich is abo~ • 

':I 7 C c ' - ) t) ' \ Again II .PE3t • .;, t speaks of JU... .l?J:: ..J/.JJL D v 1e"!Y P ~ ~ '!:l... ~· These 

instances further lead one to· bslieva that each~ 1s a manent uzeit­

einschn1ttu bst-«een the t,wo parousta,s, looking over both. As g11ch., in 

the N. T., M.mas since the resurrection o£ Christi it is, in relation to 

the old aeon a Jetztnooh and in relation to the caning aeon a Jetztschon. 

3o Jetztnoch a 

Whan I/ 'iv- is understood ae a Jetztnooh, it refers to the old aeon. 

Paul looks baC!k upon the evil aecr11 and Sl\Y"Bt "For we lcnc,r, that the whole 
. ") / 

creation has been groaning and travailing together ~ ie t -r ~ v ~(Rm. 

8!122) because they are still in the service of oorruption11 , \"'e 21. This 

gz;4oaning e:'letends t,o the Christians also, even to the Ho:cy Sp5.rit$ as Nygrer/+ 

also shows., 1n His intercession for the saints. This .J.ii.r. has been going 

t i 1'0~.1 ' on si.,ce creation! John 5:171 "141 Father works ...i.W.i ~n. Those wno 
? _ I cl ') / 

hate their borthar are 1 ~ h [:11 ot 1tA ~ ei en p I Jno 2a9. 
L C 

The dark of the Jetztnoch is wt 0£ the essence of the old ae·on, 

,1h:loh is evil. Jesus teaches that _this~ does not have full., consum­

mated salvation when He says, (De. 6121.25.): "Blessed are those who hun­

ger .L'/.Jl..t f o:-" they will be f illed. Woe to you who are filled up v7v , for 

yo'J. lri.11 hUDger • ii T!us :..!tttztnooh is a time when the disciples of Jesus ,. \ -
will ha.-m to suffer the battle: (Uc,. 22126)a n e,: h,V- ~ he that hath 

a. purse, let him take it and likewise his scrip and he that bath no eword.11 

let ~ sell his garment, and ~ one". .Paul also says, (Rom. 8118h 

3or • Th. Zahn, Galaterbrief_, !m• .. oa;t., P• 235• 
4 
Nygren, 22.• cit., P• 335.-


