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::ur.1to1 .. d. 1n the above quotation. 11'hat the community does not 

i'ut'l'lish, the urbanite uill >urchaso. Catering to thrill and 

ful-nisbing means ot escape trcn;i ch"Udgery, mono·tony1 _and routine 

til".J.s• beco:nos one o1: the major functions o., urban :tteore&:tion. 

\'1h1cb o.t bost turn1shoa meBns for croative self-expression 

m.1d s1>ontaneous gl'oup asuoc1at1on, but which moro typically 
5 resul to 1n 1>asa1ve spectatorahip and tbe vo1"ship of ohan-

nol-swimmora, home run kings etc. as supreme heroea.6 

no·.-1evor, the ·ab111t1es of urban folk either to create 

ro:r t hemselves vis1blo signs tba.t \'iill oOD!rlo.nd recognition 

or to loae tllemselvea 1n mob action does not solve the basic 

problft.1!li of neighborly life. i'b.e studios of urban1ma which 

ca'l!ll o t o t he t1:ritor• B at tention shov1ed a common a\181'eneas that 

the city is continuing to destroy tho common bo11ds ot kin-

ship because ot ita liu•geness, densit y of population. potent :1~ 

dli'forences bet ween people, ancl I.he aenexaal demand· for can­

petition ond change. 

The city has also att;aoked the i'a~nil:,. 7 i"h.e urban 

family, to an::, ~11proc1able extent. has ceased to be a urlity 

5. ,/1:rth, .9J?.• cit., P• 22 • . 
G. Mumford,. Ol>. cit.·, sb.owa tbio wo:i-ahit> reaching J.ta 

ol 1ma.x in the modern met1•0pol1a as the peOl)le. tato the bol'O 
riding tbrcn;-gb the skya crap er l.:lned street 1n an open oar 0 by 
empty-1ng on the head of t he ~ll.ustriou:s hol'O the contents· of 
their· v1aste-p.aper basket. s,11r11ng f'eatoons of t1ckw to.pe •. 
or, when exhausted of the norma1 suppl7 ot ~aper. with rib­
bons of toile:b paper: the ultir:latG mek of metropolitan 
approbation: Bravo.J11 p. 268 

7. Kincheloe,~• ·cit., Chapt er Three. li'fhG Family and 
Itn llowe :ln tho City.u PP• 6ltt. 
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o:r economic pi,oduct1on .. Thio change mas:te possible a relaxa­

tion of autho1 .. 1ty and l'egiment•ation by the tara11y head,., 'lhen, 

too. t lle actual Ol' ,potent1el employment ot oite and ollildrcm 

ha:~ slgn11'1ed tboir econOiDio independence and cveated a 

new basis tor family relations.8 Purthel"more, ·the family 

as a i;n:l.t of social lii'e 1s emancipated from the largel" 

ldnship group character1st1c of t he counti-1, and 1nci1v1dual 

membors pUl'sue· their OWll d1verg,1ng 1ntel'ests 1n their vocation­

al.., oducat1ona1, religious., :recreational and pol1t1oal lli'e.9 

Another very reol t,roble:11 !a interpreting the wmigrant 

pm .. ent ., Amoricm1 rural of recent dato or i"ore1gn-bom1., to 

t hoil' c1ty-ra1.aerl cl1ildren and vice versa. 

Anothei~ 1'ae·to11 which aids the d1a:1ntepa,t1on or common 

bondo betweon urbanit&a is- the matt.er. or bOl!le•omerahip -

or lack ot it. Ove:rwhelm1nglY_ the ~ity-dweller is ~ot a 

hcmo-owner.10 ~1nce a trQUS1tor,- habitat does not pror~ote 

l>intling traclit1ons or sentiments .• onco more the Ul."banite 

1s rarely a tl'UG neighbor .. 

In conclus,lon., there 1s 11 ttle 09-portunity for the 

1nd1v1rlual to obtain any k1nd or a concept1or1- ,of the city 

as a ~1bole, the people 1n 1t. ea, to recosni,ze h1a plnoe 1n 

8·. EN.est r,. B\ll'gess. 11..rhe Family 1n a Cllang:l.ng Society ... 
in ~G Amari.can Joul'Jlfll ot .Soc1olop. LIII. (,Hay. 1948), 
·p. 418.. (ln this pap~ tlie author stl"'esses the f'act that 
the i"am11.y is 111 a period of: GX!')el"i!nentation. aeekins ·to 
find new ties tor fmu:lly 11t"e.. ~o old ties are no lonser 
uutttc.tent,-.) ·. 

g ,., ta rth, .9J?.. cit. • p.. m.. 
lo. Ibid~ P~ lC-
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people, 1n it, o,r to l"8COGt\1Z~ bis t,lace 4n t b:e tQtal scheme~-11 

The end re11ult of the oi.t.y 1s many points of presam-e 011. 

1nd1v1duala as the:, behave 1n dd.i'f'eNDt social r:elat1onsh1ps 

1s almost total disinterest :!n on••·~ t'ellow man except u 

thc:t ·acqua111tanoesh1p can be us.ed ·for-one•o om\ y.a-posea~-

The old ooncept of neighborhood and no1g.1ibor11ness h~a van­
ished. .:\nd thus tho c1t~-dwell e:r.- has beoOlile an individual; 

but· ho ia a lost illdiv.idual. lt ine.be1o• oitea one• 7oung: 

-~worker• a remark as tJp1.ca1: tt lliiy cosnunJ.ty is down where l 

work. l only sloop' out he~e.1n12 

. 11.. T"ne Lynds, . . ol>.~ oit~,; "Progi-eas1vel7 as one comes , 
down the soo!al scl&le., t1ii qhanee .. of bec.om,:,ng a lost imlividt.lil •. 
\1nt1ed 1n DJJ.71 active sense to o.01DUnity--J'11de life anc:i val.uea,.. 
ino'l'easos... One 'live·s in·' ·a town. •makes rJne•s monoi tliore:,.t 

· 1~ pa-:•t of its t avail~blo labor supply-,. 1 :rather than beirJG 
· necessarily ·an ,1nt·egral pa,i-t of the tO\m.-n p.. 467 

l ~. :Kincheloe,, SJ?.• -2.tt• i P• 15. 
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v. ~e Tum to Inst1tut100,S 

Tbe city red\.ioos the i ndividual to a stuse of.' _v1rtUBJ. 

1D1potenoe and also \7eakena the tra.dit-1onal ties .of ll.WnQil 

11ss·o.01.at1on. Ho\:Jever, the result of 1µ.l. of these 1.ni'luencea , 

does not mean tl12.t t he dity dwel.ler has lost e.ll: h\mum in­

stii'l.Cts. .Ao·lm.ally• urban exiatenco involves a gi.,eator -

alt haµgh m.01,a oonipl1cated. and · variable - 1ntei"<"le_:J<m.dcm.ce 

between n1an ·and lttan. Bece.u~e of.' the 1nettect1vo.."less ·or aotual 

ldnsh1:p tios 1>'1 urban lifo n1en therefore create fictional . 
k111ah1p groups; they tum to 1nst1t ut1ona a.Yid $"gan1zo.t1ona .• . . 
01,. Rc>bel"t E. Pm.•ks• pioneer so~1olog1st. ·bas •defined. a 

. . 
modom Ul'bOn CO!:U'!mllity as a constellation "of.' institutions 

and orc o.n:tzat1ons.1 The CO!u.'Dun1ty ls no.1 too large. too 

1111.xed 1n 1t a nu.tu.re· of peopio. for tho average oitizon to 

share in general neighborl'lood lif'e. But this avG1•o.ao citizen 

~oes belong tc e. ehurch. or a labor 1.mion. a bowling team. 

or smilar ~oups. Tba -young raa.'l \1ho i"inds hio oommun1ty 
8 Ylbe1'e he worits VIill also tw. .. n t o tlle some group fo1• his 

othero activities·. 

This ne,1 concept of co1wrun1:ty J.:1..t'o 1s aided by the f o.ot 

tllat the r10rlcer c.J.ztoafl )I! ex~,ects to travel to a d1tf'e1•ent locale 

1. i{incheloe, OD. cit ... P• 20 .• 
2.. Of• P• 3.5 ort~paper. 
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4 reached. 'tlevertheless. tho ~stitut1on. the meeting 'l.)laoe. 

has replaced true neighborhood living as people usually 

imagine it. 5 

4. i.iumf'ord• on. cit •• "These institutions oi'ton increaso 
1n size 1n ordozs to meaSUl'e up to megal.opolitan standards; 
but ·what .1a t1--ue for i:>1-olo~oal or~animils holc:o tx-ua, it gouJ.d 
appear, fo1• s-ocial. bodies: ef'f'ectivo Sl'OWth requires cell• 
division• not n1ai-ely a swelling or the or ig111ol. nucleus." P• 249·. 

5. 'H. Paul Douglas, ~ Ohurcn !!!, ~ Chanc(inft Citz. p. l?G.-
. . 
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VI. Tho Place of tho Co.nmnm1t:i, 1n a l'e1"aon's Values 

In sane respects the surveys of th.e city almost w JeW." . 
cont1"adic.to1"Y• on the one hand., the ill."1ter found tho.t 

u1 .. b:.m populo.t1on is selected P..nd d1atr1bt.ited into mm-o or 

less rlist1nct settlailants • .• Ol'l the other mmd. such popu­

lation groupings a2'e not stable; and they do not guarantee, 

that t he urbanite is act1voly~ personally interested 1n the 

nmn next door. llathw. it seems that the urban ~o.-, or lite 

wou.11 me.l!e such 1ntorest an accident ratl10P than a pi.'obabil­

!t:,. arid that the ·trmicl 1s to 1nst:1t,1t1ons. ona:t then, is 

the pla.ce or the OOls'lmWlity 1n a p·erson1s values? 

1'0 the question of tibother o. neighborhood 1a a matter 

of 1nd11'i'erence to the average inhabitant.. the replJ 1s 

in the negative~ Despite the -seoltcmins: o:r true neighbor­

liness .• it 1s still possible to Bpoak of the "1nvo.a1onli ot 

o. residential area. ~hile cmmm.mlty Ui"e ma.y- have cl1sappeare<l 

to a groat extant,. thel."e are certain values connected id.th 

one I s community which cause co.ntl1ot \71tb. pthel" ~u:ps. 

People aro det:!:n1tely ooncomed w~t~ t~e1r social pos~t1on 

among people with wboin they have some, apecinl. cOilnection. 

as ill their prof'ess1on and the!.r own chosen circle pt b-:l~a 

and all:lea. But they are also conoeme· with their position 

and that of the peor,le with whom they- identity themselves 
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1n tho l ·o.rze11 oammmity. ln an impersonal setting. such 

as tho luee city. 0011111unity st11t1.1.s. u we ilave seen previous-

1·1. 1 ow.,no·t dep6nd on an:, 1.?Jtilnate evaluation of the p@son. 

Instead• 001,~a:ln easil:, rocognizablo ·tra1ta. such as po,,u1eac­

ions. 'boc01ue sy&J1bol1o o,f eacl1 st:it.is cl.a.sa. An aroa of 

~esicienco is one such ;;ymbol of 3tatuo booause 1 t 1:= .such 

s. visible t'bing and clearly bas a stat.us value 1n the e;,os 

or tho couwun:lty.,"2 

Ti101~e1"01•e the tendency is i"ol' 11esiddnts to r~1st the 

entrance into theil." neiehbovhood or otha11s who would give 

the m.~oa a. less desi?-o.ble chal"'actf>l'. It aeerna a. pm-adm. 

that .-;hilo oner 2;; ne1ghbo1~od appears tq act as a budge of 

his statu:1, 1t retains ·this s;,"lllbol1c chara.ct·&r only so loag 

es a 1,ooplo ot a clesil."able sozat are comiectocS 'l:litih it. A 

pe~sun CW'l attach h:hlsell" t~ a ne1gllborhood and use it as 

a aort ot badge oi: bia status., but the statue val.uo of that 

s:,i:ibol da1leD4s on the place 1n the community of t.h.o \1'cole 

claus oz pa~aona. ~<n~otore the status val.tie ot tb.o s,inbol 

1a alwa..=;s subja<?t 'to cbanSe.. ~!le c:,clo of population success­

ion has been outlined 1n a prev1ou.o chapter: 1nvaa1on. re­

sistance. a rap1d im?lux of 1,0,_. reaidonts if· rcsistmioe 

i'o:ila. and tbon a Oc>..'ilpl.ete NBattlm:1Cmt. 

One cauae tor invuion in · tllo 1"1rst place is that some­

one of a n11nor1ty group wants to shalre b!mself loose and 

1. at. p. 1ott .. 
2. 71arold A. Gibbard, "Tll.e ~tatus Factor hl Residential 

.&uooesa!a:ns,11 in l:s!, Am. iE• gS, .:3oc1olog.y .. XLVI (I.lay l94l)itJ):56 
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aeok a visible meDDs ot· dsmonstrat1ng his higher aoo1al po,a1-

t1on. The pione81'8 tend to be individuals vho have achieved 

a little greater economic, success than their neigabors and 

\vho therefore also desire to improve their social at~tua 

by movir1g 11:1to an area. of groate~ preatigo. These people· 

of'licm lead E'.n 1nvao1on of a net.r area •. 3 Othero i'cll0\1 tbem. 

The t endency 1s for the ooonor.11c and atntua level ot on area 

or invasion to stand rola.t1vel~ high. ih:t~thG eyes ot: tho mo.nsoa 

of tlle populatio~ typo involved~ during the early at'egos 

01• the succeaa1<>.n oycl·e. l?r•quently those 1:aeople wbo aro 

anxious to share the roputat1on of tim first invad.~s ti~ to 

· follow tllCll!l. ~he pNstllge of the first families provides an 

11npetus :tor the ocmt1nuat1on of tbe invaa-ion •. 

But the established residents will resist the. invasion. 

~\ltbough the;/ 111ay reco(Plize social d1tt·e~ences milong those 

o:t their own type, they fail to :1dtmt1fy mombe.x-s of otho?' 

gl.'oups 1n tho ·necessar117 heterogeneous oity- beyond thei:>1 

broai racial or cultural affil1ationa. If a wcoesstul 

I·Ga.lian doctor should rnovo into an area, ho 1s ut1ll juot an 

lto.lian or, more likely, a 11D11go.11 F&1.llilios vho- lead invas­

ions ai"e viGWed by the l"osidents not as p·eoplo bavinG aatoem 

among others or their o,m k11id but as people fitting the 

..Uistlng stereotyp.e of the l"'ace or· nat1onal1t7 to wbich 

they belong"4 

. . 
3.. Cre~•81', 9.2.• o1t., P• 62. 
4. G1bbai"Cl, Sl?.• off., P• aso .. 
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'ihe tendency. then• 1a to o1theia resist the invasion 01' 

abandon the D.l'ea to the newoomol's. Such moveaent ma~ 1n ... 

valve mm-ely- a giaaciual trmm1t1on which slowly Nl)laces 

tho oldor population_• or it 1;1117 take p1aoe \11th auoh :z-ap-
. ~ 

1d1ty ao to be thought of in te11:DB of a stmnpode.u It is 

1nteiaoatin6 to note that it it were not for the tact tila.t 

the newcomers are usual.17 unwelcome. a.he 1nvaa1on uoul.d be 

checked before it evan started,. It wou.i.d be checked because 

of' the lack of dwellings 1l1to \:lhich other ·could move. 1"'.a.e 

i'irst 1."a."llil1es • whet!lel' iibe wish it or not,. oeno tho double 

fl.mct·1on of driving ou~ the ·old occupants and attract1ng 
(.I: 

more i'~am t heir own gztoup :to replace tbooo who leave. 0 

Ber.ore suoll a tumover occurs. ho1:1evei-. the os'tabliohed 

rosiaents mai attempt to atop the continued inf'lux ot nou­

oa:ne3:9s or even set up conti.•ols in anticipation of ~vas1on. 

This iaea1stanco mo:y take several. i'oms. Auong them a.we. 

first. individual dec:i.s1ons nut to rent or .sell. pi-opet:, to 

any so-call.ed 11undea1rable" ·typo f'ollo\2ecl by pei•sonal. pross'Ul'e 

upon oth.e1•s to !:lake a1m1lar decj,s1ons to hold out.. i,ollow-

1.ng th1a 2 collective ,agreements ha.Va been foi,nally entered 

into by .propGl"t:, o'lf.ll'lel'S w".a.o tll"e banded together in ne1ghb.or­

hood i t!lprovemcmt associations. ZouL'1g devicoa are el.so put 

to use. Tb.ere 1s also subsor1pt1011 to the codo of ethics or 

5.; Greaaey, loc •. cit. 
6. 0:1.bbard,. .!!1?.• ell •• pp·. 839-840. 



the lfational A·ssoc1at1on of Real Estate Boards. '1 A final 

roso1-at oould be mob action. 

'nl1s conflict uisos because a person sees a oymbol 

losing its value. Coupled with tho status factor 1s also· 

the possibility 1;hat the possession Wh1oh ba!e gained tllis 

d1at1nat1on are equally 1n <longer of devaluation. although 

this claim :ts oi'ten nothing more than an erAoti011al. c0r.1plaint. 

Actually, it is moiae 11!.tely that for BO!do time the Ha1dence 

has a giaeater dollar val.ue 1n tho eyes of the nevcome~ -than 

it woul ,l to the avGl'ago buyel'- Nevel'thelesa, tr..e economic 

!'actor vormot be discounted; there ma.y be a i'inanc!.al loss 

111 stol'e for the. old residents. ot, the 1nvar.l1.ng gl'Oup may 

be vieued a.s a nef, element 1n economic competition, a 118\l 

00".11--oe 1Jt labor. and tbeJ.'lefol"e· a tlU"ea.t.8 

Peo1>le may not be conoemed about their neigbbo:z:a as a 

brother, but they- are. conoemed w1tll the at·atus factor of 

theh~ residence •. they ore conoerned with tbe mon•J va1ue of 

their posseaaions.- And although the elders may have l1ttl.e 

7. Article 34 ot the Code of .Eth1oa or the National 
Assoa:lat1on of Roal Estate Boards to which all mab.er 11eal.tors 
subscribe. reads. "A Realtor should never be 1?1Gtrw.uental. 
1n 1n introducing a character ot property or occupancy• mem­
bers of any race or .nationality. or any ind1v1duala Whose 
presence v1ll cleuly be dotrimental to-property val.ues of 
that noi[mbOPhood.-'t Q,uotad 1n Gibbard, .!!2,• cit •.• Vlho adds• 
"The• artJcle has been universally lnterpreteci"'to mean that ·no 
realtor should rent Ol., ·soll a house 1n a solidly 111hitG ne.ish­
borhood to a Uegl'o. Ho consistent policy bas been 1'ollo\1ed 1n 
its appl!aat1on to European Sm:m18rcmto." P• 040ti 

a. Le1fter. !m• o1t.; P• aia ... 
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contact w1tb. tholr neighbors. they,!cnow that their oh1ldzten 

do. Children are the real neighbors tro:n the point ct V1G\7 

ot googr;-aph7. 9 'J!o "savf,311 them t'rom predetemined bad con-, 

tacts with tho new kind ot- noigbbws •. tho adulto will go to 

great ef'.f'ort to remove themselves fl•Olll the ill,v.adel'JJ •. 

The a.mount ot conflict accompanyµ:ig 1nvas1011 will depend 

on the cultural d1tterenoea • p~o3ud1oes ano econmai~ clis­

t n1•bances involved. ~llero m!,1'1 actually be little, conf'l.ict 

illvo:i.ved 1n this proceoa. ~nei--e m~e- oooas1ons whon Nces-s1on 

precedes invasion. As an. area gi~ old the housing o.coomo­

dat1ono bocO"~o obsolete, otreet paving and other public 1m­

p1•ovane11ta may deter1oxaat.a, or there ma~ bttt encroacmcmts 

fl"ton1 txaad.e and industry:0· Und.e~ suoh c11"0Uinstancas. as tho 

area becomes loss attraot-1 ve. ·the older residents depart 

le.u.v1ns . unoc~p1ec1 houses bohind them, and this oncow.~os 

t he entrance of some new group into an area. 'l'huo ~ somo 

cases t ho normal sequence-may be reversed and recession may 

p1~ecede rather tllan follow 1nvas1on.11 

~.als process :ot previous recesa1on 11 ortan closely 

c.ormeeted \dth t he. poai t1on of the unattached persoiu> of tlle 

city.. ~ areas within t~e city 1n whloh the unattached 

can 1'1nd roans tonli- to be the poorest ones.. Although larse . . 
mm,bas of unattaclletl pe~sona hav~ been in Ame1"'ican citioa 

l J" ., 



f011 al.1?1ost a llu11dred yeo.1 .. a, this particular oonaequeno.e of 

the Indust1 .. :lal Revolution lla.s not• bean so1ved. F,r.1 suitable 

living a1 .. rangemento f'o1-- tho bulk ot _them have developed.12 

'l1h.ey find their llomes in \7bat Dight be call.ad. 11the .cas_t-o1'£a 

mnong resldonces. r,l3 Tl-iey, like the 1rnm1srant, live 1n area,s 

:from which the upper and r.11.dclle classes nre moving and Vlhich 

the 111 ... :us t 1~1es and oamnercial houses are invo.ding.. l!ot only 

are tllo areas cbaltacter1~ed by econom-1c bl18ht • but by a 

high <legrea ot social d1aoi-gan1zat1on to which thet unattached 

contribute ai"tor they h~ve _been there far. same t1me.14 L"'l 

such an invasion. tbero may be little 0011.tlict. 

But 1d1etl1er there 1s coni'lic\ ·Q~ merely ordel~ rece~sion 

1n ony area., the 1r.rport.lant p~:lnt to oonside~. ~o tllat resent­

ment or 1n<111'1'erence or both is prea~t in ever.,. population 

sbitt. Because the o1t·y is large thee are many groups 

of' people opposed to each other. I~ proportion to its 

denoity aoa!e.l contacts become ino:reu!ngly cU.stant and d1t­

f'1cult. Because ot tlle heterogeneitJ" or th~ city, theN ~ 

been a breols:dorm of community lU'e and a resulting t'Ul'll tc, 

a new torm o~ oo:nmunity 111'e, a turning to selected 1nst1-

tut1one and organizations. And 1n the m_1ds1:; ot all. this 

d1sturbanoe and aoo1al upheaval. s ·tanda. the Ul'ban ohu1'oh. 

12. Amold m. Rose, "L:tv1ng AwaugG1:1ents o.t Uno.tta~od 
l">ersons,w 1n The .Amer1can.: Soa1oloR1c·aJ. Review, XII (August, 
194'7); '!>• 430 .. - · . . 

is~ Ibid. . r 
14., l'6D~ Rose comments., "The problem can be conceived of 

as one -ot aul.tural lag. It woulci seem that society still · 
considers th• condition ot being unattachod as either a 
tempwary 01 .. an unusu~ condition." p. 431. 


