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of economic production. This change maie possible a relaxa-
tion of authority and regimentation by the family head. Then,
too, the actual or potentizl employment of wife and children
haz signified thelr economic independence ané created a
new basis for family z-elationa.e Furthermore, the family
as a vnit of socigl life is emancipated from the larger
itinship group characteristic of the cowntry, and individual
members pursue theilr own diverging interests in their voecavion-
al, educational, religious, recreational gnd political 1:1.1‘9.9
Another very roal problea is inberpreting the lmaigrant
pareni, Amerlcan rural of recent date or foreign-born, to
their city-raised children and wvice versa. |

Another factor which ailds the disintegration of cozmon
bonds betwecn.urhanii;o is the matter of home-ownership =
or lack of 1t. Overwhelmingly the city-dweller 1s not a

10 54nce a transitory habitat does not pronote

hose-ovmer,
binding traditions or sentiments, once more the urbanite
is rarely a true neighbor,

In conclusion, there 1s little opportunity for the
Individual to obtain any kini of a conceptlon of the eity

as a2 whole, the people in it, or to recognize hiz place in

8. FHrnest W. Burpgess, "The Family in a Changing Soclety,”
in The American Jourmal of Soclolopy, LIII (Hay, 1943),
0. $18. (in this peper the asuthor stresses the fact that
the family iz in a periocd of experiuentetion, seeiting to
£ind new tlies for fawily life. <he old ties are no longer
aurricia?t%% i 2]:

9. 5 e o 9 Oe C . 9 pl 1 3

10, Ibid. p. 17
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people in it, or to recognize his place in the total scheme.'.u

The end result of the city's many points of pressure on
Individuals as they behave in different social relationships
is almost total disinterest In one's fellow man except as
thet acquaintanceship can be used for one’s owm p'..irposea.
The old concept of neighborhood and neighborliness has van-
ished. And thus tho city-dweller has become an :!.n:!ividgal;
but ho 15 & lost m&ividual. Kincheloe cltes one young

worker's remark as bypical: "'iy community is down where 1
12
T

™

work. I only sleep out hevre.

11, The Lynds, op. cit.; "Progressively as one cocmes
down the soeial sciile, the chance of becoming a loat individdal,
untied in any active sense to communlby-wide life and values,
increases. One 'lives in! a town, 'makos onel!s money there,!

- 1g part of its 'available labor supply,! rather than belng
necessarily an integral part of the tovm." p. 467
12, Lincheloe, op. cilt., D. 15.
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Ve The Tum to Inatitutions

The elty reducos the individual to a stage of virtuel
impotence and also woakens the traditional ties of human
association. However, tho result of gll of these infiuences
does not mean that the ¢ity dweller has lost ol human in-
stinets, dActually, urban exlstonce involves a greutor -
alshough more complicated and  variable = interdesendence
belween man and mun., Because of the Ineffectiveness of actual
itinshi» ties in urban life men therefore creaste fictional
kinship groups; they turn to :!.natii:ui;iops and prgonizatlons.
Or, iHobert . Parks, pioneor soclologist, has defined a
madérn urban coaminity as a coﬁatellation ‘of institutions

i The community is now too large, ¢oo

and organizations.
mixed in its nature of people, for tho average citizon to
shore in general neighvorhood life. DBut this average citizen
does belonpg tc a church, or a labor union, & bowling te_:azn,
or similar groups. The young man vwho finds his commnity
vhere he wori:sg will also turyn to the same group for his
other activities.

This new concept of commmunlty 1ife is aided by the fact

that the worker clready exrects to Lravel Ho g different locale

1. Kincheloe, op. clbt., p. 20,
2, Cf. p. 15 of this paper.

-
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raaeiwd.é levertholess, the inatitution, the meeting place,

has reoplaced true nelghvorhood living as neople usually

imegine 1t. °

4, Iumford, on, cit., "These institutions ofton incrosso
in size in order Go measure up to megalopolitan standaxrdss
but what is true {or Dlologloal organisms holds true, it would
appear, for soclal bodies: effective growth requires colle
division, not merely e swelling of the original nucleus." p. 240.
5. H, Paul Douglas, Ihe Church in a Changing City, p. 176,
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Vi. The Place of the Community in a Porszon's Values

In some reaspects the surveys of the eisy aluost appear
cozxi;z'aﬁi:et-:;'y. Un the one hand, the woriter found that
urban paopulation is selected and dlstributed into morc or
less distinet sebtlements, ) On the other hend, such nopu-
lation groupingzs are not stable; and they de not guarantee
that the urbanite is sctively, personally interested in the
man next door, lather, it seems that the urban way of life
would mealke such interest an accident rather thon a probebil-
ity, and that the trend is to Institutlons, Hhat then, is
the place of the cm-;munity in a person's values?

Yo the gquestion of whether a neighborhood is a matter
of indifference to the average inhabltent, the reply is
in the negative. Despite the wealiening of true nelghbor-
liness, it is still posaible to speak of the "invasion" of
a residential area. dhile commmunity life may have disappearec
to a great extent, thero are certein values connected with
onels community wvhich causa conflict with other grouns.

Peonle are dofinitely concerned with their soclal position
among people with whom they have some special comneciion,

as lo thelr profession and their owm cheosen clircle of friendag

and allies, But they are also c¢cncernei with their position

and that of the veople with whom they identify themsclves
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in the larger cammunity. In an impersonal setting, suen
as tho large cliy, cormunlty status, as we have scen previous-

1 cannot depend on any Intimate evaluation of the pceracn.

1y,
Instead, cortain easily rocopgnizable traits, such as possess-
ions, Yecows syubollc of sach shbatus class. 4An aroa of
residence i3 cne such syubol of status becguse 1t is such

a vislole thing and clearly has a status value in the syes

ol the cuamnmit:,s’.z \

Therefore the tendency 1s for residdnts to resist the
entrance intc thelr nelghborhood of othors who weuld give
the arce a less deslrable cherachber. It sosuzs a porsdox
that while vne's nelghtorhood appears to act as a badge of
his stabus, it retalns this syxbolic character only sc long
as o poeople of o desirable 507t are connecbed with it. A
perssn can abiach hinself ts z neighborhood and use It as
a2 sort of badge of his status, but the status value eof that
gyubol deopends on the place in the cormmunity of the whole
class of porschs. <nevefore the status value of the symbol
is alweys subject to chamge. The cycle of population success-
ion has been outlined in & previous chopter: invasion, re-
sistance, a rapid influx of new residents if rcaistunce
fails, and then a cumplete resatilenent,

One causg¢ for invasion in the first place is that some-

one of a minority group wants to shake himself loose and

1. Cf. p. 10ff.
2, “Harold A. CGlbbard, "The sStatus Factor in Resldentlal
successions," in The Au. Jour, of Sociolomy, XLVI (liay 1941)pB56

e



seck a visible means of demonstrating hls higher social posi=
tion., The pioneers tend to be individuals who have achieved
a little greater econouic success than thelr neighbors and
who therelfore also desire to iuprove their social atatus

by moving Into an aren of grester prestige. These pocplo
ofton lead an invasion of 2 nev aree.” Others follow them.
The Gendency is for the cecnomlc and stetus level of an area
of invasion Uo stand relatively high, fn.the eyes of the massos
of the nopulation typo involved, during tho early steges

of the succession cycles Fregquently thase people who are
anxious o shere the ropuiatlon of the Lirst Invaders try to
foilow thom. The prestige of the first families provides an
impetus for the continuation of the invasion.

But the established residents will resist the invasion.
Alshough they may recognize soclal differences among those
of thelr own tyoe, they fzil to identify members of other
groups in tho necessarily heterogeneous city beyond their
broai racial or cultural affiliations. If a successful
Italian doctor should move into an aree, he is still just an
Itglian or, more likely, & “Dago." Familles who lead invas-
ions are viewed by the residents not as peopleo having estoom
emong others of their own kind but as people fitting the
existing atereotype of tho race or nationality to which
they belong,4

Se . Crésaéy « Cit., p. G2.
4 Gibbard, b, SIt.. pe 830.



The tendency, then, 1s to either resist tie invaslon or
abandon the area Lo the neweconors. 5Such movement may ine-
volve merely a gradual transition which slowly replaces
the oldor population, or it may take place with such rap=-
idity as to be thought of in texms of a stampade.s it is
interesting to note that if it were not for the fact that
the newcomers are usually unwelcome, the invasion would be
checked before it even started. 1t wouid be checiked because
of the lack of dwellings intoc wulch other couid zsoves. The
first families, whether the wish it or not, servo the double
function of driving out the old occupaonts and attracting
more from their own group Lo replace thoso who leave.®

Sefore such a turnover occurs, hovever, bthe established
rosidenta may attempt to stop the contiinved influx of neu-
coners or even gsot up controls in antiecipation of 1nvusinﬂ.
This reslstance may talte several forms. ifAmong them ave,
first, individual dscisions not to rent or seoll nroperty to
any so-gcalled "undeslrable™ Lyve follovwed by personal pressure
upon others to mako similar decisions to hold ocut. Follow=
ing thia, collective agreements have been formally entered
into by property owners wao are banded together in neighbor-
haod improvement associations. Zoning dsvices afe also put

t0 use. There 1s also subscription Yo the code of etulcs of

5. Oresaey, loc. cit.
€. OGibbard, op. cIt., pp. 839-8420,

o b




the Fatlonal Association of Real Estate Boards.” A final
resort would be nob actlon. .

This conflict arlscs because a person sses a sy:bol
losing its value, COoupled with the status factor is also
the posaibilitvy that the possession which have gained this
distinction are equally in <anger of devaluation, although
this claim is often nothing more than an emotional complaint,
Actually, it is more likely that for some time the residence
has a greater dollar value in the eyes of the newcomer than
it would to the average buyer. Hevertheless, the economic
factor sanmnot be discownted; there may be a i‘inanci.ul’ loas
in store for the old residents, O¢ the invasing group may
be viewed ns & new element in economic competition, a new
gource of labor, and therefore a threat.®

People may not be concermed about thelr nelghbor as a
brother, but they are concerned with the status factor of
thelr residence, they are concerned with the money value of

their possessions. And although the elders may have little

7. Article 32 of the Codes of Ethies of the Hational
Agsoclation of Real Istabte Boards to which all member realtors
subscribe, reais, "A Realtor should never be instrumental
in in introducing a character of property or cccupancy, o=
bers of any race or nationality, or any individuals whose
praesence will clearly be detrimental to properiy values of
that neighborhood,” Quoted in Gibbard, op. clt., wio gids,
“The article has been universally interpreted to mean thai no
realtor should rent or sell a house in @ solidly vhite neigh-
borhood to a Hegro., No consistent policy has been followed in
its application to Eurcpean immigrants.” p. 8540

Be Leiffer’ BPe. 9&.' Pe 218,




contact with thelr noighbors, they imow that their children
do. Children are the real neipghbors from: the point of viow
of geography. ° To "save" them from predetermined bas cone
tacts with the new kind of nelghbors, the adults will go to
great effort to remove themselves from the invaders.

The amount of conflict accompanying invasion will depend
on the cultural differences, prejudices and esconomic dis-
turbances involved. Thero may actuaslly be little conflict
involved in this process. <There are occasions when recession
precedes invesion. As an area grows old the housing accoono-
dations bocoue obsolete, street naving and cther public im-
provemnents may deteriorate, or there may be encroachuents
from trade and industry%o Under» such cirousstances, as the
area becowes leas atiractive, the older residents depart
leaving unoccupled houses behind them, and this encouragos
the entrance of some now group into an area, Thus in socumo
cases the normal sequence may be reversed and recession may
precede rather than follow 1nva.sion.u

“hls process of préviaus recesalon 18 of'ten closely
connected with the poasition of the unattached persons of the
city. The areas within the city in which the unatiached
can £ind rooms Hontd to be the poorest ones. #Altvhough larg

numbers of unattacheid persons have been in American cities

9. Kincheloe, ;; clte, 1};. 20.
10. liirth, oo. Cit.,; P. -
11. Gibbard, op. Gite, P. 63s




for almost a hundred years, this particular consequence of
the Industirial Rovolution has not been sol'l-red. Fow suiteble
living arrangements for the bulk of them have doveloped.t?
They find their homes in what might bo called "the cast-offs

nld Thoy, like the lmmigrant, live in arcas

anong residences.
from which the uppor and middle classes are moving ané which
the Iniustrles and_ cumerclal houses are invading, ¥ot only
are the areas characterized by economic blight, but by a
high degree of sopial disorganization to which the unattached
contribute aftor they have been there for some t:‘l.ue.m In
such an invasion, therec may be l1little conflict.

But whether there :!.g conflict or merely orderly recession
in any area, the important polnt to conslder is that resent-
ment or indifference or both 1s present in ever; population
shifte Docauseo the c¢ity is large there are mony groups
of people opposed to each other. In proportion to lts

density social contacts become increasingly distant and dif-

ficult, Because of the heterogeneity of the city, :bhera has
been a breakdown of commmnity life and a resulting turn to
a new form of coxmwmnity life, a turning to selected insti-
tutiaz'z and organizations. And in the mldst of all thils
disturbance and soeciel upheaval stands the urban church.

2. Apnold 4, Rose, "Living Arrangeuents of Unattachod
Persons,”™ 4n The Americon Scciolomical Review, ZII (August,
1947); ve 430 : S

15, ITbid. - : * 3

14, JIbld. Rose comuents, "Tho problem can be conceived of
25 one of culsural lag. 1t would seent that socleby atill -
considers the condition of heing unattached as aither a
temporary or an unusual condition." p. 431,




