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PREFACE 

The following l)l'ojeota. aubi11ttet11n partial tulflll-. 
ment tor the B.D. c!egree. reaulte4 from reaearoh in the 

field of Chl'latian aymbollama 

1) The reaearoh and wrlting ot Our Recteemer -- A 

Qatb,eqal. ot Gospa1 AJ:t.. au'blll'tted • the bulk of the 

writer's materlal.;1 

2) Research for the Reverend Luther A. Sohueaaler's 

or1g1nation of the Sermon on the Mount Memorial Sb1eldaa2 

3) The research and wrl ting of thla theala.. llhloh 

serves the f'ollo"1ng purpoaeaa to provide a !!lOl'e aaademlo 

1ntroc1uot1on to the monograph mentioned above; 11114 to 

supply a oomprehena1ve bibliograpby' aa evidence of the 

writer's research ln th1a field. 

Full-hearted aoknowledgement goes out to the wrlter'a 

father. tbe Reverend Luther A. !3ohue.aaler, 1or t:ala en­

oouragement and guidance ln the at.udJ of Cbrlatlan ■Jllbol­

lam, bla toaterlng apirlt. 1n proYl41ng opportunltlea tor 

l. Printed privately ln Cbloago,_ Illlnola, by Our 
Redeemer Lutheran Chu.rob, 194'11 two oople■ of 
'lfhloh are available ln tbe Prl t,slatf Mnorlal 
L1br817 • Thi■ monograph 1■ 93 pagn long, oon­
talns about 1~ wal'da, 8114 required about ~ 
hollra t.n preparet1on. 

2. Ibl(l., pp. 55-17 • 

1 



cteTelopment. 1n th1e ttelct, and.bl• at,u.t.e.11111pent.a1on or 
the 111'1 t.lng or Our Recteemer -- A cat.h,Oral ot Goapel An• 

Ttie Wl"1ter 1a also grateail tor the k1n41J 1nt.ereat. 

an4 prof~\able suggestions ottered bJ Prote■aor ~alter E • . 
Buasln 1n the oompos1~1on or ~b1a thea1a. 

'p. s. 
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Part I a_ Inwo4uot,1on \o Spbo' l~ 
, · . 

Spbol1am permea1.e■ al111~at every ~ an aotlvlt,J. !he 

Obr1et1an man tb1Dka 1n &Jmbols '(11ent.a1. ·'\ ,aagea1 ·Beaven and 

hell) 1 talk& 1.n BJllbola ( alng1ngic Eln' ,.,~._Bgz;g) • •••• 
8Jmbo11oall1 (platureaa. the oroaa)·• and .:.ta~lQ....8Jll1bola 

. . l~, . 
(gastureaa lmeel1ng). Tbeaa aot1v1t1ea ~ .re'o-nl&ad aa 

• ·• \T •• 
I • "\ 

s7111bol10.1 ant1 • for the moat part. are· eaei11 tranalated ln-.. . 

to the moral or sp1r.1tual tNth for ,mloh. theJ atancl. , 

Jl'urthennore, the Bible belr,g what lt. la1 the Grand 

Eplo ot d1v1ne and human aat1.v1ty, will llkewlae be per­

meated with aymbol1am. Beoau.ae·- of 1_ta Orient._., sett1ng1 

w.e will have to deal with the typloal Eastern proo11v1tJ 

toward &Jllbollu. And, moat -import.ant of ·all• the Bible 

ls the \ford of L~te, the Diqb,m Dal!' 

Therefore, a ayatemat1o study of B~ble apbollam la 

highly wari•ante,d by the Ohr1at.1an' a dealre to leRrn t:rom, 

to be strengthened 1n1 m-.d to ~aah from Rolf WJ-1 t' a 1n­

ezhauat1ble reao\lrcea. 

Flna1.ly1 this t.heala proposes en outline for atut\J 

ln 91bl1oel Bfl!lbollam by 1) aubllllttlng a deflnltlon of 

the 81lb.1eot1 1ta B1blloa1. warrants, and revealing ·lta 

opportun1 \tea tor e■pl,o:,ment.; anc1 a) aubml tt1ng a worJr.­

able outline tor further analytical atu47 • 

. l 











aeek to abov the work11JG oft.be bwlan aplrlt bel4 
vlthln the power and grace ot God.(~ . . ' 

'rhla oat~e.clraJ.. art was reallJ' an ·exten'-t1on ot tbe 

a11-.gory and aymbollam of the Maa. T~lor cleaarlbaa 
• • t • % � I f • I 

part or the llturgloal aervloe aa follovas 
• t I • I 

The bishop alad ln bls saarea veatmenta, at the 
end of 'the proaeRalon, emerging tron the aaorlsty 
and advanolng to the al.tar, Npreaenta Cbrlat, the 
expected ot the riatlona,' 'emerglng'from the Vlrgln'a 
womb anti entering the world, even 88 the Spouse 
trom R1a seoret ahanbt1r. Tb.a seven llghts ••• seven 
gifts of the Roly Sptrlt deaoencllng upon the hea4 
of Otiria·t. The t.wo acolytes preoedlng hlm algnlfy 
the Law and the Prophets, ab.own ln Roses and Ellaa 
who appear "1th Cbrlat _on Mount Tabor. (50 

Suoh strongly symbollo hymns 88 the famous Sa\D . . 

eaput. on,.entatum, at.1il"1bllta4 ~ .Jternarcl or ClalrvlllX, 

date from thla P.~rlo~~ . •It la the· aeven~h and last of a 

serl~s ot poems (·RhYttplca Oz:atlg) addressed to Cbrlst 

on the oroas, each poem addreaalng. ltaelf to a -separate 

member 'of th'9 I,ord' a bo471 the feet, the kneea', the �h�a�r�d % �,� 

the aide, the breast, the heart, ana the heal. n5l 

~. Ibid •• P• 111. 

50. 

51. 

I "blc1 p • p • 10.,. . . 
Pllll Gehardt transla~d the laat aeot.lon lnto 
t.he popular bfllD O Rapp;t, yoll Blut Jlnd Wun4en 
durlng poat-Reformat,-on t.lmea. It appears ln 
the Lutheran Bunal, under mmber 112. MaterS.al 
ga1iherecl troa Polack. The Rap§bqok to \bl �L�g %º� 
arm luPa\. P. 135ft. 



4) From Reformation Tl■ea 

• I • • 

The Retonnatlon age, 'P\llled sharply a\. tti, reins of 

alle~orloal m1sinterpretat1ona anc1I t~• indeaarlmln•~ em­

ployment ot symbolism. . 

Luther denounoed 1111ati,a1 ~ , allego;loal- in~r­
pretatlona aa "v1n1ng am· too11ah·.-tablea 9 with 
wh1oh the Sor1pturea were rent into ao mariy fllld 41verse 
aenaea, that aillJ' poor a.olilloienoea ooulct reoelve no 
oerta1.n dootrine of mtythlng." Oalvln• in like manner, 
4eoi: area t.hat- 11 the true mearilng of so~lptui. la the 
natural, and obvloua m•:zat~•- 'bJ :vhloli • ought 
re~olut.ely to .abide •••• : (52 . . 

And yet, how Luther' a language -~ngs wlth sorlptur(L_ 

metaphors, slmlllea -- SJ'UlbOliam! It should be emph.MiZe4 
. . 

· that Luther waa no "al.tar-vreo·ker" aa nre the a·a1.Tln1ata 

mo becf!1Da rab1c'I 1conoolaata. Not only c1.lt1. Luther have an 

appreolatton ro-r expurgated ll~11rgloal forms,. b1lt he· held 

eoolealas-tlo.al art to be of true value ( 1r l t . were not 

tauted above- ibe· word)._ These faota. are. ert.eotlvel.7 brougb.\ 

out by Hana Pr81laa ln Kart;Jin Lut.hef Pit Klnat1,r.53 
• • I • 

In the poat-Refomatlon era, !'-rotea1iant theolog at111 

barked bao-k1 from t.iae to tl■e, to the old Kecllanal error■• . . . 
!be Coooelan a.abool (m14clle ot t,b.e Sevent.eentb CentU17) 

• ■ • ■ 

52 •. Fa1rba1rn, pp; pl\,., P'• 17. 

5:,.- 'Ro\e eepeo1a1.17·, •1. 'tel1. Lut.her uncl ctle Btlaei-," 
PP• 11-,9. 



23 

at.wnbled 1n loose &1.le15or;r.5!f. Later. the Hutob1naon1an 

sohool (England) developed all aorta or "pbya1oo-theolog10&1• 

1nterpretat1ona eapeolally 1n the 014 Teataen,, atatlng1 

"Ever, passage or the 014 ·ieataient ·1ooka bao~81'4 and to~ 

ward and every wa, •••• •55 

Probably the moat ~1abol1c ourRe 1n this field oame 

wltb Symbolo-'P'i~elBIIJ ln the Nineteenth CentU'l'1• C"°ta1.n 

Franahmen aarr1.ed their 1ntereRt _1n symbol1am too tar, 

saying tbet w oannot contemplate the abRtreot; 'oannot 

attach ourselves to the 1nt1n1te. Of course, the Bible 

waa held up 88 ~he beat medium by wb.1oh we oan·come 

oloaeat to' the 1nr1n1te. Furthermore, theae false postu­

lat.ea led to ttie wildest. oonoept or all: "we are saved 

by ta1th independent or bellefa.•56 

Tbe 11turg1oal otwrohea llave remained. relatlvel:, un­

obangect, at least 1n 'bhelr •plo,ment of a:,mbolla■• alnoe 
. . 
the 'RefoNatlon. 'there was a tl•e., howaver., ln the 

5-. Fatrbalrn, op. g\t,, p. 17tt. 

55. lblt1,. P• 25t • 

Reaent.1:, the aobool baa often been go_lng under 
t.he n•• of •p1c1e1a■" onl.y. See Kenegoz, "JD­
bolo-Flde1am" 1n' the IDPfflopedla of Rellgton 

. IPA "'!:bl91· ·vo1. XII, P• 151t., for more data. 



.Amerloan Lutheran ohuroh when tb1a bo4J aontoJ'lllec\ eome­

wbat to artlatlc ( C111van1at1o) pur1tan1am1 'bllt to«a,. 

tbla l~ea hanss on only bJ' th~ coat-talla. 

There la a mov•~~nt, among the rema1nlng Chrlstlan 

bodies, to~ards a re-evaluatlon and uae or aymbollam, ea• 

peolal.ly ln the eoolealait.~oel arts. M&DJ' writers on the 

aubJeot, at.teat, to thl~ trend.S7 

Modern payahology and all contemporar1 an.i,yaea 

bring t,hls tact t.o t,he forea eJ~appealt Th• market ls 

flooded wltn ~1cture magazlnes. telertslon la entering 

more end more homes. newspapers· hl3hl1ght thelr copy 

wlth ''pix," and elmost all orgen1zat1ons ere employing 

the motlor! picture. 

These taats &re reasons why w neatl a ayatematlo 

study of sarlptural &J'lllbollam ln orcter to rorm a strong 

roundatlon ln Cbrlatlan aermonlr.1JJB, teaoblng, publloltJ, 

and art'! Even tb.e "barn-like almpllolty" (a tavo~t.• ex­

preaa1on used by some cr1t.1oa) ot 7eaterday~a ob.ul'ob e41-

t1oea oan 'be transformed lnto an atmosphere of worablp. 

51. Ct .• Webber, RP• glt,,., P• Stt I and Stattora. Jma. ' 
~. ,mo baa a chapter on the 1111bjeot1 "ffie 
F.eatorat1on ot J.i'orma and Symbols." PP• 21-31 • 

24 



On th1a aubJeot, Webber 1fl'1tea, "Tb.ere 111 a oloae 

analo15y between t.he oorreat use or aymboltam ancl the use 

ot ohuroti. mualo.... lt·_la onlJ a aeana to an end. Ita 

:purpose ls to expreee bemiiltuJ.i1 oer~a1n rellgioua 

·-•·t,.. .sa --II& 1&8 • ••• 

The &Jl!lbol1am of. Our Redeemer Lutheran Otmroh (Cb1-

o.ago, Il11nola), deaorlbed 1n our monograph, ls ,etrong 

contemporary evidence or etreo\lve, har;nonloua trea\men\. 

Its symbolic art portrays the ~dlng ot tradlt1on and 

ourl"ent, creative etf'ort. In auoh monwnent,al prot1uotlona 

as· the Sermon on the Mount, Remorlal Shlelcla ( created bJ 

tbe Reverend Luther A. sotmeasler),59 we tlnd a111bollo 

art preaohl113 1n modern idiom. 

TrulJ, the "ellent aemona of &Jl!lbollsm" are clynamlo 

acco11 termenta t.o the .. vl tten, spoken, and aaormaental. 

tlor4.. They oan be made to speak the language of to4q. 

58. Webber, gp, q1\■ ~·P• vll. 

59■ Sohueaaler, RP• gt\,, PP• 55-17• 



Part III Speoltla Uae of Spbolla 

1 .• Qonpret,e Rqboltam . ' 

A. MaterJal. or Formal (Kemortal.) · 
a. From the Old . 'tea tanent ' 

aa. 'rllibernaale and Temple aooouteNent• ( the Ark 
of the Covenant) 

bb. Ceremonial. laws (saorlflaea) 
ca. Prophetic examples (Jeremtab. an4 the llnen 

glrc1le) 
b; From the Hew Teataent 

aa. Ourren't. rellgloue practices (Rabblnlaal Sab-
bat.h lawa) · 

bb. Some comments on the Chrlst1an Saoraaenta 
("a1gne4 Word" and not "aymbollc" '\fo~) 
. -

B. Represen1iat1 ye ( Emblematic) 
a. From r.ne Old ·.t:estamen1i ( the bored ear) 
b. From t.b.e Ne~- Test••n~ ( the hol7 ki'aa) 

2. Aba ~raot ffgbqliam 

A. I,1ngu1at1c . 
a. Rebrew poe'try (Song of' Songa. Peal.ma, Ant11ao-

late4 exarilplea) . 
b. 'l'he B11!11lle antt •. metaphor (Ye are dllr eplRtle) 
a. '.l'he ·a11egory (Galatlar,is 4,21-'31) 

B. Parabolic 
·a. '?en exanplea from 'the 014 Teatanent (Nathan to 

nav1c1) 
b. The parables of Ohl"tat ( the mustard aeetl) 

c. '.l'Jpologtoal 
a. Detln1t1on of tn,e (sbadow of tb.lngs to coma) 
b. Types of Obrist lMelahlzedeok) 

D. Momenolatlve 
a. Uae ot lfame and namea 1D the Bible ( ittrlblltlve 

and obaraoter1at1o) 
b. Dl vtne n••• ( Pllllanuel) 
.o. Moat prol1f1o use of a1111bol~o namea 1n t.he 014 
· 'resta:nent ( Hosea' a ohlld.ren) 
4. some exMpiea from the Hew Teatament (Simon 

Pet.er) 



3. sup11mat\lral smboliaa 

A. Vlalonary . 
a .. Prlmarlly trom Olc.1 Teat8!ftent oouroaa ( Eseld.el' a 

temple) . 
b. Alllloat the whole of nevelatlon 1n the New Teat~ 

ment, 

B. Nwaerloal 
a. General apl,)J'Oaotlea to t.tle 11 teral problem · ( Ch111-

aam) 
b. Specific numbers and t.heir 1nterpretat.1on (seven) 

The Rnct 
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