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PREF ACE

The following projects, submitted in partial fulfill-
ment for the B.D. degree, resulted from reseu'oh in the
fleld of Christian symbolism:

1) The research and writing of Qur Redeemer -- A

Qathedral of Gospel Art, submitted as the bulk of the

writer's mat.er:l.al;:L

2) Research for the Reverend Luther A. Schuessler's

origination of the Sermon on the Mount Memorial stu.eldugz

3) The resesrch and writing of this thesls, which
serves the following purpoes: to provide a more academic
introduction to the monograph mentioned sbove; and to
supply a comprehensive bibllography as evidence of the

writer's research in thils field.

Full-hearted acknowledgement goes out to the writer's
father, the Reverend Luther A. Schuessler, for his en-
couragement and guldance in the study of Christlian symbol-
ism, his fostering spirit in providing opportunities for

1. Printed privately in Chicasgo, Illinois, by Our
Redeemer Lutheran Church, 19&8; two coples of
which sre avallable in the Pritzlaff Memorial
Library. This monograph is 93 pasges long, coOne
tains ebout 1400 words, and required about 300
hours in preparsation.

2. Ipvid,, pp. 55-77.
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development in this field, and his astute supervision of
the writing of Qur Redeemer -- A Cathedrsl of Gospel Art.

The writer is also grateful for the kindly interest
and profitable suggestions offered by Professor Walter E.
Buszin in the compoaitlon of this thesils.

May, 1949, _ P. 8.




_Part I3 Introduction to Symbolism

Symbolisn permeates almost every human activity. The
Christian man thinks in symbols (ment.a‘l. imagess Heaven and

hell), telks in symbols (singing: ste.
symbolically (pilstures: the cross), ana; a;tééﬁé;nxgmbols
(gesturess kmeeling). These activitles are i@‘c&gnl.;ed as
symboliec, and, for the most part, are eaéilf“-t.ra;f'n:__l.ated in-
to the morsl or spiritusl truth for which they stand.

Furthermore, the Bible being what 1t 1is, the Grand
Eplc of divine and human astivity, wlll llikewlse be per-
meeated with symbolism. Because of 1ts Orientsl setting,
we will have to deal with the typlcal Eastern proclivity
toward symbollsm. Aund, most'import.ant. of all, the Bible
is the Word of Life, the Digtum Del.

Therefore, a systematic study of Bible symbolism 1s
highly werranted by the Christian's desire to learn from,
to be strengthened in, ard to teach from Holy Writ's in-

exhaustible resources.

Finslly, this thesis proposes en outline for study
in Biblicsl symbolism by 1) submitting a definitlon of :
the subject, 1ts Blblleal w&rants, and revealing its
opportunities for employment; and 2) submitting a work=
able outline for further analytical study.

b



















d4) From Reformation Times

The Reformation age pulled aharply at. the reins of
sllegorical misinterpretations and the indesoriminate em-
ployment of symbolism.

Luther denounced myat.ical snd : Ial]'.esm;'ieal inter-
pretations as "trifling snd foolish.fables, with
vhich the Seriptures were rent into so many and diverse
senses, that silly poor consciences could receive no
certain doctrine of anything." Calvin, in like manner,
declares that "the true meaning of Soripture is the
natural, and obvious meanling, by which we ought
resolutely to abide...." (52
And yet, how Luther's language rings with Seriptural

metaphors, similies -- symbollsm! It should be emphasized
that Luther was no "altsr-wrecker" ss were the Calvinists

vho heceme rabid iconoclasts. Not onlly dld Luther have an
appreciation for expurgated liturgicsl forme, but he held

eaclesiastical art to be of true value (if it were not

tauted above the Word). These faots are. effectively brought
out by Hans Preuss in Wmmm-sj

In the poat.—Refomat.lbn era, Protestant theology stlll
harked back, from time to time, to the old Mediasvel errors.
The Cocceian school (middle of the Seventeenth Century)

52, Falrbsirn, 9D 9it., P- 17-

53. Note especlslly, "1. Tell. Luther und dle Bilder,"
pp- 11-850
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stumbled in loose allegoryﬁ“ Later, the Hutohinsonian
school (England) developed all sorts of "physico-theological”
interpretations especially in the Old Testement, stating:

"Every passege of the 0ld Testement looks backwsrd and for-
verd and every wey...."ss

Probably the most dlabollie curse in this fleld came
with Symbolo-Fidelsm in the Nineteenth Century. Certain
Frenchmen carried thelr interest in aymboneu'l too far..
saying thet we cannot contemplate the shstrect, cannot
attach ourselves to the infinite. Of course, the Bible
was held up as the best medium by which we can come
closest to the infinite. Furthermore, these false postu-
lates led to the wildest concept of ell: "we are saved
by falth independent of 'nal:l.ei!‘u."56

e) Today

The 1liturgicsl churches have remained.relstively un-
changed, at least in thelr employment of symbolism, since

the Reformation. There was a time, howaver; in the

54. Fairbairn, op, clt,, p. 17ff.
55. Ibld,, P« 25f. '

56. Regently the school has often been going under
the name of "Fideism" only. See Henegoz, "Sym-
bolo-Fidelsm" in the E Re
and Ethigcs, vol. XII, p. 151f., for more data.




AMmerican Lutheran chureh when this body conformed some-
vhat to artistic (Calvanistic) puritanism; but today,
thls 1dea hanzs on only by the coat-talls.

There is a movement, emong the remaining Christian
bodles, towards a re-evaluation and use of symbolism, es-
peclelly in the ecclesiasticel arts. Hany writers on the
subject attest to this trend.>T ' :

Modern psychology and all contemporary snalyses
bring thls fact to the fore: eye-sppeal! The market 1s
flooded wlth plcture mageszines, television is entering
more &rnd more homes, newspapers highlight their copy
with "pix," end sglmost &ll orgenizations ere employing

the motfilion pleture.

These facts are reasons why ve need a systematioc
study of Soriptural symbolism in order to form a strong
foundation in Christlian sermonlizing, teaching, publicity,
and art. FEven the "barn-like simplicity” (a favorite ex-
pression used by some critics) of yesterday's church edi-

flces can be transformed into an atmosphere of worship.

57. Cf. Webber, op, clt., p. 5ff; and Stafford, Op.
glt., who has a chapter on the subject: "The
. Festoration of Forms and Symbols,” pp. 21-3l.

24




On this subject, Webber writes, "There is a close
anslogy between the correct use of symbolism and the use

of ohurch music.... It is only a means to ean end. Its

‘purpose ls to express besutifully certalin religlous

truthse.. ."53

The symbolism of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church (Chi-
cego, Illinois), described in our monograph, is strong
contemporary evidence of effective, harmonious treatment.
Its symbolic ert portrays the wagding of tredition end
current, ereative effort. In such monument.2l productions
ag the Sermon on tﬁe Kour:t Femorial Shields (created by

59

the Reverend Luther A. Schuessler), we find symbolic

art preaching 1in modern ldiom.

Truly, the "sllent sermons of symbolism" are dynamic
accouterments to the. written, spoken, and sacramental

word. They can be made to speak the language of today.

58, Webber, op, oit,, p. vil.
59. Schuessler, op, clt., Pp. 55=T7.




Part II: Specific Use of Symbolism

1. Conorete Symbolism :1F W
A. Meterial or Formsl (Memorial)

B.

2.
A.

B.

C.

D.

a. From the 0la Testament
as. Tshernscle and Temple aceouterments (the Ark
of the Covenant)
bb. Ceremonisl laws (sacrifices)
ecc. Prophetic examples (Jeremiah and the linen
girdle)
b. From the New Testament
aa. Jurrent religlous practices (Rsbbinical Sab-
bath laws)
bb. Some comments on the Christlan Sacrsments
("signed ord" and not "symbolie" Word)

Represehtative (Emblematic
8. From the 0ld Ttestament (the bored ear)
b. From the New Testament (the holy kiss)

[ g

Linguistiec e

a. Hebrew poetry (Song of Songs, Psalms, and iso-
lated examplea) ,

b. The similie snd metaphor (Ye are cur epistle)

6. The asllepory (Gelatisns 4,21-31)

Parabolic ‘

a. Ten e¥amples from the 014 Testament (Nathan to
Davld;

b. The parables of Christ (the mustard seed)

Typological
a. Definition of type (shadow of things to come)
b. Types of Christ (lMelchizedeck)

Nomencleative

a. Use of Name and names in the Bible (attributive
and characteristic)

b. Divine nemes (Fmmanuel)

6. Most prolific use of symbollc names in the 0ld

Testanent (Hosea's children)
d. Scme gxamples from the New Testeament (Simon
Peter

M
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3. Supernatural Symbolism

A. Vislonary
a. Primarily from Old Testament sources (Ezeklel's
temple)
b. Almost the whole of Revelatlion in the New Testa-
ment

B. Numerical :
8. Gen?ral approaches to the literal problem (Chili-
asm) : :
b. Specific numbers and thelr interpretation (seven)

The ¥nd

Y P, B e P P p .
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