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upon the days of the Exodus as the time when Yahweh dwelt in
the midst of His people (2 Macc. 2:8).21 The rabbis even
talked about the Sinai experience as a time when Gol's pcople
had again experienced the conditions of Paradise.22

However, the hope of a new excdus did not play as promi-
nent a role in the intertestamental literature as it had in
the 0ld Testament prophetic writinags. Perhaps the Jews re-
garded the Return as that new exodus, although the Return
never matched the prephetic predictions of the new excdus.
In any event, the hope of a return to the conditions that
prevailed in the Exodus is found in some of the intertesta-

mental literature and the rabbinic writings. The glory of

Yahweh and the cloud would appear as they had in the wilder-
ness years (2 Macc. 2:8). Mount Sinai would some day become
the scene of a great judgment, even as it had played a promi-
nent role in the Exodus events (Enoch 1:4). A repeating of
the miracle of manna was expected by some (2 Bar. 29:8; Or.

-~ \ 2 g . - a2 &
Sib. 111.746), 3 The glory of the Lord would again be seen

2lphe Mekilta on BExodus, passim.

22Mekilta on Bx. 20:18, Mckilta de Rabbi Ishmael, edited
and translated by Jacob Z. Lauterbach (Philadelphia: Jewish
Publication Society of America, 1933-1935), 11, 267. Cita-
tions from the Mekilta will be taken from the Lauterbach
edition.

23Mek, Bx. 16:25, Lauterbach, op. cit., II, 119; Midrash
on Ps. 72:16, quoted in llermann L. Strack and Paul Billerbeck,
Kommentar zum Neuen Testament aus Talmud und Midrasch
(Miinchen: C, H. Beck'sche Verlagsbuchhandlung, 1922~-1928), I,
86. Hereafter Strack-Billerbeck is referred to as S-B.
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(Bar, 4:37; 5:7,93 Ps. Sol. 11:6). During the late inter-
testamental period and the early Christian era, the return
from the diaspora was described as another exodus.<2% The
language of Second lsaiah was taken over to describe this

return (Bar. 4:36-5:

O

; Tobs 13; Ps. Sol. 11 and 17). Some
rabbis thought that the eschatological deliverance would
take place on the same night on whicii God had originaily

delivered llis people from Egypt.<d Like Moses, tiie Messiah
would appear and bring plagues on Israel's OPPIESSoRs. 2

The one Jewish sect that demonstrably awaited a new
exodus were the covenanters of Qumran., Applying to them-
selves aud theixr own historical situation the Q0ld Testament
hassages concerning the new exodus and the new covénant, they

considered themselves to be the true Israel, the righteous

Remnant.27 In the War Scroll they describe their camp in

texms of the lsraelite camp described in Numbers.<® The

z248 : i a2 - > . e
““Volz, Op. Cit., bp. 346f.; Louis Ginzberg, The Legends
of the Jews (Piiladelphia: Jewigh Publication Society of

America, 19G9-1938), III, 446-48.

25'»‘(}12, op. cit., p. 370; Ginzberg, OD. citi,pIgen7ei:
20pes. 67b, quoted in §-B, I, 806,
275, 1. Milik, Ten Years of Discovery in the Wilderness

of Judaea, translated by Johu Strugnell, iu Studies in
Tiblical Theology (London: SCM Press, 1959), XXVI, 113,

~ 0

“Sprank M. Cross, Jr., The Ancient Library of Quumran
and Modern Biblical Studies (Gardenm City: Joubleday & LO.,
1958), pp. 56f., n. 36a.
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victory in this war calls to mind Yahweh's victory over Egypt
during the first Exodus,2? The scetarians came cut inte the
wilderncss to await the new exodus and to prepare the way of
the Lord (Is. 40:3).30 Their ideas about such a wilderness
existence must zlso have been colored by the words of Bzekiel
20 and flosea 2. They thought of themsclves as the community
of the new covenant proclaimed by Jeremiah and jzekie1,31
and they went out into the wilderness tc relive the forty
years Israel had spent there, with the hope that thkey would
overcome the temptations to which the ancient naticn had
fallcn.33 Their leader, the Teacher cf Righteousness, was
thought of, at least after his death, as a new Moses.93 In
fact, during the intertestamental period there was consider-
able talk of a return of Moses or the appearance of a prophet

like Moses.3?% To what extent this implied a new exodus is

another question.

291bid,, n. 36a.
303pid., p. 56.

3Milik, loc. cit. See CD vi.19; viii.2l; 1 Qp Hab ii.3
for the cccurirence of the phrase, "new covenaat,"

Milik, op. cit., p. 115,

331oward M. Teeple, The Mosaic Eschauclaqigal Propnet
in Journal of Biblical Literature Monograph Series
(¢hiladelphia: Society of Piblical Literature, 1957), X, S5if.

34Teep1e's book is devoted to a discussion of t@is sub-
ject. See also Joachim Jeremias, "Muwwuens 1" Theologisches
W¥rtorbuch zum Neuen Testament, edited b} Gerhard Kittel and
Gerhard Friedrich (Stuttgart: Verlag von V. Kohlhammer, 1933-),
IV, 862~60.




