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de~ignntion of '1il ich iJcas \·1erc et1phasi zel.l and t!hich de

emphasized wil l depend on wh i ch l i te.raturc one r ec.1.cis and. 

~ 1i ch particular sect cf Judaism one is discussinc. 

ll efore begi nning our discussiun of i nt crtestamental 

l iterature, we must state one presupposition. Jt i ~ di f fi 

cult, i f net impossible, to date ruuch of t his literature. 

Not all parts of a given book necc~s:)..r i ly cfa.t<:: from the same 

tine~ Some of the liter ature is probably post- Chri stian in 

its pr e:;E'nt li t cr arr fonu. The experts often c.iff c r in given 

c a::-;('s. UmJcVf!t, i-1c' i~ill assume t hat any 1i i: e1:ature pt.tt int o 

i1ri t i ne 1.vi t h.in a C}·11tur.y a.ft c r Chri st ref lee ts a. n i lieu of 

·~ho:.,ght which was nin the air" before the be5inn:ing of tile 

Christi an era. Iu the case of the r abbinic writ i nes, we 

have assumed a longer per iod of oral t r:a<.ii t i on, al t.h.0;13h one 

must keep :i n mind the :.: c:~l atively late cio.te at ,vhich these 

v:er ·e put into wr iting. 

T;1e J;Xotlus 1:Jas il:i.g i1ly rega:rde<l duri ng t !1i s perio<.l, as 

. i . , '"?Q the Passover 11agga:::10t h 1nc. 1cai:c. ' ' Various books of t~c 

Apocryplia. rehear se t he hi story of the .fucodus as God i s r.dghty 

act of deliv ~rancc for His people (4 Esd. 1:7,13- 23; Jdt h. 

5 :13f.; Ui sd . 10-19, pass~). Israel \·Jas cert ain that God 

,1ou.ld l< eep t he pronli se Be had originally made t o His !)COple 

(2 Mace .. 7 : 6). The Je·.-Js prayed to Him on the basis of His 

r edemptive act and cov,.,nant (Siruch 36 :12). Tiley looked 

20supra, p. 7. 



upcn t he d ays of the 2:-mdus ,~s the ti1it<: ,,:h en Y~thweh G\·fe 1. t ~ --

t /1,<:) mi ,Jst C f Jfi~ r.. 1 ( ') " ~ "' 8'\ 21 - - ,;')~op_c CJ ;,,a ce. .-. : ,, . The r.i.obi s even 

talked abo~t the Si nai ~xperi enc~ a s n time :1hcn Go~ 's people 

d . . ~2 ha.· ar,D.1n 0;n e:.:1cnccd t he co ndition g of ParndisP . ~ 

E0111cvcr, t h~ hope of a nei·: e):odu~ di.d not p l?.y cl.$ promi

nent a r.ole i n the int e rte~t am0ntal lite rature as it had in 

the Old TPst arnen t pr o p twtic P:ri t in~s. Perhaps t he Jci·:s r e 

g.2rdc<i t he Ret urn a.s thJ.~ n ev: exo,lu s , although the 1teturn 

n VE· i: r.iu.tchcd the propl1et i c p redic t i ons of t ile ne\-; exodus. 

In any ev ent , the hope o f a ret,.trn t o tile condi ti0ns that 

~)r ~v ailed i :1 t h e Exodu s is f ound in some of the int e rtesta-

Yahweh and t:1e cloud ·1.:-·ould appear as they hacl in tile 1dl der

lH' S S y e ars ( 2 Mace. 2 : 8 ). Mount Sinai woald s ome cky b ecome 

the s c en e of a g r 0.::i.. t judgrnrnt, 0vcn as it had p l ayed a prorai

ncnt role in t he Exodus ev ents (pnoc h 1 :4). A r epe~ting of 

the mi racle of manna wa f. expected by some ( 2 nar. 29 :8 ; Or . 

Sib . IlI. 746 ). 23 The glory o f t h e Lor<.! h'Oul ·l ag3.in be seen 

21The t-k:ldltn on Exodust pas$im. 

22neld lta on £x. 20 : l t:5, Md:ilt~ de R~bbi l s hmael, ectited 
and trans lated lJy Jacob z . Luut e ;:-bach( Plli l o.Jc1.phia: Jewish 
Pui)lica tion ..;ocic ty of /.mc,r ica , 1933-1935), II, 267. Ci ta
t:i.ons f ror.1 the :.1ekil ta wi l l be t o1.:cn from i:b.C' Lauterbac h 
edition. 

23Melc . Ex. 16 : 25, Luute rba c ll , 2.2.• cit., II , 1 1.9? Hi ci:ras ll 
on Ps~ 72 : 16 , c::uoted. i n llcri. ann L. St1:ncl~ and ~anl Bi ; . .l '"' r b c c k: , 
Kommcntar zun1 Neuen Testament aus Talmud und H1clrasch 
ntffnch,-:n : c. II. Dc?ck ' :3che Vc rlag$buchh~:1cilung , J.922 -1928), I, 
86, Herc a~tc ~ St r nck- Bill crb ~ck is r efPrr~d t o as S-B. 
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( Bar. 4 : 37; 5 :7 79 ; Ps. Sol. 11:6). During the l a t e int0r

t cstaro E!ntal p e riod and t?1e earl y Chri:-., ti,:i,n 0 r.a, the t" E· t u rn 

f.rom the _:;_as ora ,~:-1.s dcscr:i.b<"d a.s an :-i t t ·;.~r c xodu:; .. 24 The 

langua ~c of Se co nd Isaiah was taken ove x t o tlcsc ,:it,c t his 

rctup1 ( :3ur . 4 :36 - 5 : 9 ; Tob. J. 3 ; ·ps . Sol. 1.1 a nd 17) .. Some 

l:'<.tbbi s thou gllt that the eschatol.o~; ic;.i.1 deli v c runce \':ould 

tat(e n lace on t h e s .:u:1c n ·.aht on \·JhJ. ci. God ~1aJ o rig i n:ti.ly 

delivered !lis i,eo pl e fro1;1 .Ef;Y'. t . 25 Li l<e ,1oses , t'iie r.~e ssiah 

1·i0uld a ppe..tr r nJ bri:13 r1ae~1cs on Isr:ic l ' s or>pr c~~o .. :s. 2 6 

Ti1e 0110 J c-...dsll se c t that <:10..~nonstr o..hly aNo.lt ed a new 

s0.l.v ,:s ;,.i,iri t t\ e:i..r own lli storica l s i tuation the Old Tcsta.tncnt 

passa r.;c s c o,1c c rn i n g ;:h~ nevi exodus and t:1e n ew cove n aat, t hey 

c o side1:r:d t ll cmscl vcs to iJC the true I s r ~eJ. t 'Cl!,) righteous 

l~eum~i.nt. 27 1. n the ·~1/a r Jcrol ;t ·;;h ey tlesc i: i b(· their cump in 

t. c n..1s of tll.c l s l: ae l.itc c amp --~csc r ibed .in Numbc ,:s.28 Tie 

2~Volz
7 

21?..• c it ., pp . 346f .; Louis Gi nzberg , The Legends 
of the J<':ws (l?:1:i. J.a.lel ·-,i1ia: Jcwi!';h 1,)utilicatic :1 So ciety of 
filllerlco.~ 19U9 - 1 938), IJI , 44 6- t.1,8 . 

25volz , 2.£• cit ., p . 370 ; G~nzbe r g , 2.2.• c it ., }I , 372f . 

2 ,: 0 Pes . 67b , quoted i n s-B, 1, 80 . 

27 j. T .. Mi lik , Ten Year s of Di scove ry in t h e l~ilderness 
of JuJ_ae~, tr~.nslatcc1 by John Strl!gncll , ~:1 ~:;t~dies in 
lli.blical Theology (Lo1vion: SCM Press, 1959 ), X.XVI , J.13 . 

'}Q f ,., 
""'

0 Prank t,!. C:ross, Jr., The Ancient L i b1:ar~ 2...., 9umran 
a.nf1 Mo~!ern 13i blic~l St udie s ( Garde11 Cit y : ~c; uult.d ::i.y :. Co ., 
1958 ), pp . 56f. , n . 36a . 
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victory i n this wa r ca!ls t o mind 

i,;i_de~nc~;s ·to m·mit ti1,.. 11C\ ' "'1,·.0 11 ••. ~ , an c', -:O o rr ,:.ri"- n t l e ,.,.~·y 0 ~ s < .... • '-\, - V , , '• ~- ••.I.• • ~ .~ ' " .. 

t he Lor-d ( Is . •!-0:3).30 Their i deas about: .)uch u \v:ild(:)t'lless 

cxistcuc c 1.:tl[; t ::~l so 11.av " been colored by the , 10:.:-ds u f .t:zek i e l 

20 an 1 Ilo•·ca 2 . ':.'h ey th,mg!it of th.el!l:,;;clvc s as the conu.-:uni. ty 

o f tile new cov <?na.nt p roclaimed by Jercniah anj ..J.zel~iel, 31 

and they \!en~.; out into tl.e ,.,iltlc .. :ne::s t o r e live tlle fcr-ty 

ye a.;: s !$;:2-cl har: spent t here, i·:itll tl c hope thr.·:: t!:cy i.·.roulc. 

ovu:-cone t L.c tcmpt o..t i ons to v:hi ch the ~ncient natic n had 

f allen . 32 Thcd :c leader, the Teacher of Kighteousness, was 

-'.:houf~i': t o f, o.t least aftcI.' h is deat h, as a ne'.:J i.:o ses . 33 I n 

f ac t , chrint t h e intcrtcs '.:ar,iel'!tal pe riod there 1.:1as consic.er

ub1e talk o f a .l:'~"i:i;rn of Moses o r tile a9peuranc c of a prophet 

lil;:e Mo!.5es.34 To ,·:hat ext en t t h i s inmlied a new exodu s i s 

ano ther ques tion . 

29rbid •. n . 36a. --- . 
30 .. b . . ~ . , p. 56 . 

31~:i._ik, loc . cit. See CD vi.19 ; viii . 2 1; 1 Qp Hab ii.3 
for the o ccu:i:r~nc c or-th e ph::ase, nne \' cove:1:i.nt . n 

~-), .. • 1 . • 
'- ...Jn,"J ~ ~ , ... ·'-- ~,~ , . t 1 1'· o;:, . £L~ 7 p ... ~ .) • 

3~~Hm~r..rd ~: . Teer:il e, The .. o sai c Eschr i:c, l o ~":iCJ. 1. 1?rop~1et 
~ -- ---- --...--in Journal of Biblical Literature Monograph Series 

( Philidelphia:-Society o f B:i.blical Li t eratur-c 1 1957) , X, 51f . 

34T{'epl e ' .:; bc,ol-: is devot ed tc· a -:H .:-.ci!~:.:: l on 0f t~i s sub
j0ct. see al ~o Joachim J e remi as, uMwvcr"'.s , ,, Theolo:'·1 sclles 
\·,'U:rtc :rbu ch v ~m Ne-.1 en T{'"s tarr.0nt, e ,!l t cd bi G~r~1ard K itt~1 .:ind 
Gerharc.~ fori edricll <stu t tgai:t : -v~ rl:1~ von ~: . Koi l h2..mi!!<'! r , 1.933-) , 
I\T , 862--6(, . 


