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THE SACERDOTAL PRAYER
Introduction

David Chytraeus, a disoipil.e o!;; Melanchthon, mad one of the six
theologiens who in 1576 prepared the Book of Comeord for publiocation;
was the first to desigpu‘l;e the seventeenth chapter of John as the
Saoerdotal Prayer. .Gode'b comments, "This is ﬂnlood the uptl of the
High Priest of menkind, who bogins His secrifice by offering Himself
to God with ell His people, present and future."l ILuther seys, "That

is the sum end purpose of this chepter; that after a good sermon should

follow & good prayer."2 And Melanohthon _lta_taa; "o more worthy, uo
more holy, no more Aha'l.lot!.ng. no more Qul;li.m voice has ever been
heard on earth then this prayer of the Son of God Himself:"S
Angustine has aoolqllad the prayer as the holy of holies of Sorip-
tures Other eveluations of this ehaptér- run the gamut of preise
from theologlsns snd Bible scholars of all ngu'-: iﬁer a oareful
roud!;ng of the chapter it easily takes i.tl-plmo as the gﬁndétt
ohepter of sll Soriptures '

1:. Ne Ms Ylvissker, "John 17:20<24" in Theologloal Qunrborﬁ. (1515), pe230s
8¢ Martin Luther, Saemtllohe Schriften, er oole .
8. P. Fo Sohlottman, "Das hohepriestliche Gebet Jesu und sein Anwendung

auf unsere kirchliche Arbelt," g;nodd Bericht des Celifornia und Nevada
Distrikbs, 1919, p. 13. =¥y




The purpose of this treatise is to set forth the original text
of the chapter, to translate snd explain it; verse by verse, sscording
to asoepted exegetioal prastice end to survey thoroughly the dootrinal
ocontent of the chapter, in escordance with the principles of biblicsal
theologye. It will be the witer's task to stand aside and let the
matohless truths of Soripture unfold from these simple yet almost un=
fathomable words of the Son of Gods Since the consclusions in the
paper are that of a youthful pastor, they may be understood as the
product of theological thinking still in its formlative stage.
Throughout the exegetical section an effort hes been made to snalyse
the interpretation of the better comrentators and to reasch a lound].y-
evangelical and Seriptural meaning. On the basis of this mesning the
conoclusions in the dootrinal sestion have |been predicateds

The scope of this psper embraces simply the entire contents of
the twenty=six verses of the seventeenth ohapt;r of the Gospel mﬁrd-
ing %o Seint John. The present paper is presented as a reasonably
thorough exegetical ulndl dootrinal study of the Sacerdotal Prayer .or
the Lard Josus Christe

The topic was suggested by a remark in sn mgvuoul claas
during the study of Saint Jolm's Gospel. Borm emid the routine of
olul‘rqm 11#-. it has grom and now resshes maturity emong the divere
sified experiences of the parish ministry. Intemp’um of shorter
and longer duration have enabled the m-!.tolr to reflect oarefully upon
ﬁu wrl: snd to review :I.i;a progress as the verious liturgioal seasons
of the church year passed by. The first seotion has already been pre-
gsented to a pastoral conference of whioh the writer is a momber, and
he desires to express his thanks to these brethren for their construotive




oriticism. Nor can this introduction close without sn expression of
gratitude for the invalueble assistance and counsel of the ssinted
Dootor Louls Fuerbringer, who made suggestions regerding research
material and its relisbility. May the God of all grace grent His
blessing upon these humble efforts’ to the glory of His neme snd the
increase of the kingdom of His Son, the God-men Christ Jesus, who
promised, ™o, I en with you alway, even unto the end of the world.™

Asoension Day, 1948

4. Matthew 28420




The Exegetioal Study
Part One:s Verses. 1l=6: Christ's Prayer for Himself
Yorse 1 '

"Jesus spoke these words -and ralsing his eyes toward heaven,
he salds Father, the how" has oomes Glorify your son that the som
mey glorify wl-

The !cxhu Receptus has a finite verb in place of the partici.p‘l.d
form of é-mxc ga) in this verse, ‘but the majority of better manue
soripts favor the pertioiple constructiom,®  Similarly these better
mezmsoripts omit the __s{wc following (¥ < 8 we have in our
translation,

-(IJ from o £:,o =«to say words; clearly indicating
that this is the report of en eye-witness.

25'2; JuJ;g from ;’g' msu wsgomej the perfect of the verb
conveys the msaening of a presemt oontinuing condie
tions hes om,‘ is come, is here

Jga{. e=hour, time; the mesning of the word is mre striking
and foroeful, if we use the word hour. It is the
hour eppointed for the glorifications .
'ﬁ('ﬂ.e esefather; here the nominative usurps the plase of
the wvocative,

n
Lyl o =ein order thatj introduces a purpose clauses
db Zdﬂ K from Z éé;ﬁ =eglorifyj effective imperative soriste

Bs Oritical notations ere adspted from The sitor's Greek New Testa
ment, edited by We Robertson Nicolly for q‘l—uu%on' 86e Introduotion,

PPe02=57, Vole I

"
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Luther always renders {Zo,é Za) with verklaeren, probebly fol=
lowing the Vulgate. Verklseren mesns tuuangin.bntm-houu have
used verherrlichen to glorify. Goodspsed's use of "do honor" to transe
late the verb dilutes the force of the original. Tholuck rightly asserts
thet the choice of the word here refers to Christ's sitting at the right
hmd of the Father; participating in the divine majesty end aomo:l"gntyae
Noming of tho vorse:

In this opening verse John lifts the vell which throughout most of
Christ's 1life had obsoured the relationship between the Father and the
Son. He gives us en insight into the intimacy of this divine relationship,
as the eternal Son of God who has volunterily lald aside the pristine
glory which He possessed and enjoyed with the Father, od omne to earth
to redeem mankind, spoeks directly to His Father, as a man to God, aske
ing for the glory that belongs %0 God alone, which He had possessed before
Eo becgme a man. Godet correctly interprets this as follows: He asks
not for moral perfection for His suffering, not for His power of attrace
tion, which He hencoforth would oxercise on men, not the enjoyment of
divine happiness end glory, but an inorease of personal power for resto=
ration to the possession of the divine ommipotence, omnipresence, omni=-
solence=-needed to glorify Gode'

Dods believes that the tonses and verbs employed here indicate
that this prayer followed closely the previous discourse and was ute
tered within the hearing of the disciples. He discredits the conclusion

thet since Jesus ralsed his eyes to heaven He doubtless was outside.®

6« Augustus !'!aoluek. Gmnt on the Gospel of John, pe 7S.

7« Fa Godet 0! BE Jﬁu. De 197,
8, Marous n; 'ﬁ':ﬁﬁw"foﬁ_nt. I, pe 840
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Likewlse Meyer, who says, "The eye of one who prays is on all occasions
raised toward heaven."® Hengstenberg, however, believes on the basis
of other evidemse that Jesus was outsids, admitting that the words
hore need not necessarily imply it, but assuming 'Hiut Jesus left the
chagber afber He had spoken the words thet conclude chepter fourteen.i’

The use of the third person in this prayer of Christ's is not
umisual. His eddress to God as Father serves to shar the closeness
which He felt to the heavenly Father as He was sbout to fulfill the
prophecies of the ancient servants of God and once for all depose
Saten from hls dominion over the heerts and minds of men.

Jesus preodicates His preyer for glorification on the statoment
“The hour 15 come.™ Truly it was Hehour on the timetable of hoaven.
It was the hour for which the faithful of the 0ld Testarent had prayed
and hopeds It was the hour that spelt doom for the forces of evil md
victory for the loglons of righteousnesss It was that hour on which
hinged the eternal solvetion of childrea of Gods

When Jesus addresses His Tather, He salls Hinself God's Son.
Throughout His earthly ministry we kmow that He usually referred to
Himself as the Son of lan, Hers; however, when He spesks mot with men
but with God, He clearly identifies Himself as the Son of Gode

Once again wa observe, as in chepter thirteen verse 31 and 32,
that the glorification of the Father and Son is a condition of reci=
procitys "Now is the son of man glorified, snd God 1‘3 glo'riﬂed in
Him. If God be glorified in Him, God shall also glorify Him in Himself
and shell straightway glorify Him." Thus it is e resiprocel condition

d. .
1:: %- Hengstenberg, Des Evangelium des Helligen Joharnes, pe 146.




showing the intimate commnion which exists between Jesus emd the

Father, and the impossibility of divoreing the Father from the Son

without destroying entirely the true teaching of the Godheade ¥hen
the Son, through His suffering and death on the cross for all men,

would bring to men a knowledze of the unbounded mercies of God the - |

Father, then men would glorify God which 1s the object of Christ!s
wrks :
Luther explains this verse:

False idol worship is the antithesis of
glving glory to God. Such worship exists today
and shows the need that God be made known through
the Gospel. Chrigt makes it clear that Hs is
the only man who can bring proper glory to God.
Vihere there is no Christ there can be no right
Inowledge or worship of the true God. Summs,
wer Gott sucht, oder dienen will anders, demn

in dem Chri atohder findet und dient nicht dem
rechten Gotte

Yorse 21
"Even as you have given him m:l:hori.ty over all flesh, that to
all those whom you have given him, he may give eternl 1ife."
Toxtual oriticism unnecessary here.

2 éﬂ_) K ==authority, powerj this power or suthority
enbraces /mxoa) ga, the entire animate
world, q‘:eeiﬁod.ly mane The kingdom o!'.ponr
1s meent with the Kingdom of grace implied.
The Hebrew equinhurt of this expression is

0\ wl ; \73 o It i.ndiou'ﬁu the entire
human ransilt It dmtu the whole of
hnnni.ty in Hu hlpu'.f.ooﬁon-

1le Luther, ope cits, cole 764 :
12, Hengstenberg, Ops oits, pe 146,

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
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Roberteon states thet &4 o Q;' has almost the force
of a causal partioles 15

) : s :
A r 9" ~egil whos a nouter, hense more uxiversal and
still individual in meaning. The expression with
~ the article is used in the collective general

senge. It desigznates tho future body of bolievers,
the unity spoken of in verse 23, Johm 11:62 and
in Ephosiens 2:14.

Moening of the verse:

"Even as you have given him authority over all flesh." For the
benofit of His disciples end all future believers, the Savior cozpresses
into wozjda tho deopo&b uysterics of His relationship to His Father. Ve
may agrec with Robertson that the opening word is csusal or merely
designed to introduce a corresponding thought. Hsngstonberg tolicves
the causal idea should be relegated to the backgrounds

Jesus follows His request for the restoration of His glory with
the statement that the Father has given Him authority or power over ell
fleshs This reechoes Uatihew 28118, "All power is given unto Me in
heaven and in earthe.”

The Father gave this authority, complste power over the entire
human race, to Christ when He bocane a man. In His humility, Jesus
was the Lord of all mens Pal opitomizes Christts authority with
"He put all things in subjectlon under His feel, and gave him to be
head over all thingse" 14

b

13+ As To Robortson, A Gramar of the Greek New Testament, p. 963.
14, Ephesians 1322, ~ ~




"That to all those whom you have given him." Here Jesus spesks
of the whole compeny of believers: the una sancta ecolssise The
rud.iilr words of John 3116 lie hidden between the lines of this verse.

The ()< introduces a purpose olause indiesting the sim of the
suthority glven Jesuse Robertson finds here an snasoluthon, while others
as Lenskl, Dods, and Keil, believe it is an sbsolute. Regardless, it
is plein that the Savior refers to the belisvers as a vhole, since the
Father gave Him them at one time, as a vhole number of the elest, even
though today in the twentieth century soms of them have not been born.
Jesus and God the Father as well as the Spirit, kmew from eternity who
would be saved. The o(7/r1x(y _ shows that the individuals are known
and recognizeds

"Ho mey givo eternal 1lifes" Eternal life spokem of here cen
cnly refer to the sphere of life beyond the grave: It is the life
which for the apostles lies in the futures Luther ssys "Such power
over all living beings and to give eternal life does not belong to a
oreated beings They indeed can teke and receive it but the authority

to give it belongs to God alones Even the angels, themselves possessors

of such life, cannot share it with otherss” 16 |
The verb give emphasizes with relemtless foroe the fact thet '

God saves man elone by graces That eternal life is purely and come=

pletely a gift of His ummerited loves We see here that Christ has

elready broadened the scope of His prayer. Begimning with Hinmself

He now turns to His faithful followers, showing that the reason He

15 Luther, 910 .o_l-t-.. cols 760«
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has asked for His glory is that He may distribute its effect ==
eternal 1ife == to His felthful followerss
Teres 31

"lNow this is the eternal 1life; that they know you as the only
true God mad Jesus Christ whom you have sente"

MS: Di (Besa) adds ¢iy 79y ooy =-itto the worldesees
at the end of this verse. A_:I:I'.hough D is generally reliaeble it wuld be

unwise to esoept it lere simce all of the other manuscripts omit this
phrase.

Cfﬂd FLYE’!W& from %(_ Ly .}’ g4 ==thes they know = Westcott

finds here the ghost of a purpose clause,.

stating that the hina expresses an sim, an endy
and not only a facts Then the hina clause
adds the ides, as compared with the n'ﬁrirm;«
of effort or aim at soquiring knaﬂ.odge of Goder®
Robertson belisves that this is the appositional
use of hinay not an infrequent construotion,
placing the cleuse in opposition to the sube
stantivesl? Humn agrees with Robertsons

{c ru;r K/ ==knowj in the sense of recognize or perceives

Germen: erkemnen

.’( ' Utro =wginoere, faithful, true, genuine, authentiecs
It is the attribute of God (Revelations 6:10)
and therefore also of Clrist, Johm 317 and 19:ll.

16, James Moulton, A Grammer of the !_;_n-»!oltment Greek, pe 206.
17, - Rober‘baon. OPe :O:’.._Eo. Pe yg!o




): E,Cm @l from Z»m ﬁ'ﬂﬂ) ==t0 send on a mission, as

an gpostle or embassador. Whenever this wverdb is
used for the sending of Jesus through God 11; is
employed in an affirmative propoa!.tl.on.
Moeaning of the verse:
"ind this is eternel life.™ Although these words ere plain,
men have -deliberately stocped to misinterpret them thereby denying
the deity of Christe Schlottman writes "Eternal 1life is sn existence
with God in ell eternity «...to recognize him as creator and preserver
of all things, to love Him as the highest good, to trust in Him, to
prelse Him end prize Him, that is eternal 1life," 18
Ohrist elaborates upon the meaning of that strenge term, etermal
lifes Tthat does it embrace? Eternity is an incomprehensible to the mind
of mortal mean as is the trimitye. In His statement Josus uses the word
is, meening that what . follows is a desoription, not that it leads to,
tends toward, but this is eteornal 1lifes He desoribes its reception
and possession, that is, the nature of eternal 1life.

Vinoent sees here eternal life as not only knowledge but a pur-
sult-of that Imowledgs. There must be a continuing, progressive
perception of God in Chrigt.1® :

Tholuok rightly forbids the modern practice of sssuming a }
metonomy heres To know God is life in itself. As Zwingli says, snd |
here we msy well spply his words without hesitetion, "By as muoch more
do we Xmow God in Christ, by so much more do we live."

18 Sohlottmann, e 0lte, Pe 18,
19, Marvin Vino \!o'r'! Studies in the New '!eatmt. II, pe 263.
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"That they kmow you as the only true God and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent,"

These words are not merely the definition of the reception of
eternal life, but the declaration of its nature, |

' The .only true Godesssdoes this exolude Jesus from the Godhead?

By no means, for this passage distinguishes the true God from all
false gods, I Corinthisns 8:5,6: It was by making kmown to them this
God, snd then glorifylng the Father, that Christ gave men eternal life.
To the knowledge of the Father must be added the knowledge of Him, whom
the Father sent, nemsly, Jesus Chri st,. 20

This Erkemntnis (perception, knowledge, epprehension) of God has
its begimning in this life, but in its full truth it belongs to life
beyond the grave. Only there end then will God eppeer as He is in
reality, I John 3:2. Oaly then and there will we know as we are
known, I Corinthians 13:12. Thus the mature of eternal life is at
once the way to etermal life.

Hand in hend with g_érg, goes 204! trot s One serves
to reinforoce the other. Because He is the only one, He is also the
true God exd beoause He is tho true God, He is the only one.2l

This term X g dero shows that this God elome pers
feotly enswers to the idea expressed by the word, Gods

Luther remarks on this verse as followss

Thus, here stands the clear enlightened words
which everyone can receive and grasp: Christ

20, Dods, ope g&-. pe 841,
2l: Hengstonberg, ops oit., pe 149 -
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gives eternal life to all those who believe. Since,
however, no one can give eternal life except God alome,
1% must.incontrovertibly follow-that Christ is the true
and genuine Gods Therefore, since he grounds eternal
1ife upon that premisc, that a person must know him
together with the Father, that without his knowledge no
one mey attain eternal lirfe, thus that the knowledge is
single by which he and the Fathsr are known, so he must
have one existence and nature with the Father, that is,
even being the smme genuine God, yet a different person
from the father.22 :

Thus verse three brings a correlation of the two previous ideas,
glorifying God and eternal life. Then Jesus prayed thece words aloud .
He indicated that He knew Ho was the only ome through whom His apostles
could be saveds. Ho used His neme Jesus Christ to show that now the
disciples were free to proclaim Him as the Christe Before this time
Ho strictly forbade their publishing that news sbout Him,

Wiestocott finds difficulty in sccepting that the Savior would
neme hinmself as Jesus Christ, and prefers to believe that John has
given us merely the substance of Christ's speechs Without doing
violonoce to our teaching of .inspiration we might conceivably admit
this possibility, but it is en unnecessary concession, and could
lead %o doubt or misglvings as to the aeuthenticity of the ascount
before uss Wo Inow from other Soriptural passages; for example,
Matthew 11127, that Jesus often spoke of Himself in the third per-
sons Thore is no compelling reason demsnding that we accept the

theory that John was restating in His own wrds a sumary of what

Christ saids All evidense rather points tc this being rather a

22 luther, 22. -Olb_o. co0le 759«
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verbatim account of Christ's prayer, given to John by the Holy Spirit
and doubtless He himself remembered most of the prayer from memorys
It is highly unlikely that John would quickly forget the noblest
prayer he ever heards

Finally, the significance of the two nmmes of the Son of God
should be considered. Jesus means "Savior", referrinz to the work He had
come on earth to ascomplish, that is, to redeem the world from its
sins and reconoile it to Gode Here Jesus boldly claims for Himself
the title Messiah, the Christ. He assumes the position of that
Redeemer, that promised Savior, for whom the Jewlsh people had waited
almost twenty centuriess
Yorse &1

"I hawe glorified you on earth by completing the work which you
gave mo to doe"

Textual oriticism is inoconsegquential.

75 Jzc dosy _ from _7zdscs) ~=tfinieh, complets, bring to
A 7

en end or completion. Jesus speaks of things
in the future as though they had already hap=
peneds The same idea is brought out in the
7217 s grite =4t 15 finished" of the cross)
having be?n finished, perfectly accomplished.

:p 7oV weworks all of the redemptive plan in which the

Father and the Son cooperated are included in
this word, work.
Robertson notes that there is en emphatic sentence structure




here, with the use of personal pronom.”
Meaning of the verse:

Here is the revelation of the Father and the Son. The Father
reveals the Son, Christ, and thereby reveals Himself, and when Christ
is revealed, He reveals the Father. Christ's and Father's revelation
are inseparably linked end bound together. ‘The one aeoonp'an!.es the
othere

The imrediate thought here 1s of necessary progress which the
hour demanded. ' There was no longer reason for continuing on earth.
Jesus neither desired nor needed any prolongntl:i.oi of 1life belowe His
work was to mske known the name and nature of the Fathers That is now
accomplished. The eleven know the Father. Fhilip's request, "Show
us the Father and it sufficeth us" was answered with "He that hath
seen Mo hath seen the Father." 24

We can seo in this verse that while chrl:st was concerned en=
tirely with men's welfare, nwmely, to redeem the world, yet His work
involved a higher purpose, that of glorifylng Gods The use of the
verb "give" which recurs again and again indicates how Christ viewed.
~ ‘this work. He did not think of it as a burden but as a loving gift
to!inonthepnrtoftlp?nther.

"I have glorified you on earth.” dJesus points out that His

whole 1life has been one that has brought glory to the Father. His

1ife was irreproachable,; and the purpose of His life would have an
ennobling effect of the Father's neme upon men. We meed not be

2% Rabertson, ;2- _O.i_'bo; Pe 418,
24, John 14: 8. @
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alarmed at the change of person. Hor'e';tenus speeks intimately with
His heavenly Father, that Fathor who seld, "This is my beloved Son
in whom I am well pleased."25 fhen Jesus revealed to men the true
nature of the lieavenly Father, showing His Justice end grace, His
will and His meroy, then there was real occasion for mén to glorify
God in heaven.
" "By completing the work which you gave me to do" or "having

brought to completion the work vhich you gave me that I should do 1t."

"The work" sumarizes the entire 1ife of Christ, its purpose
and resulte Thls verse synthesizes the thoughts.of verses 2 and 3.
Hengstenberg believes that the vork wes fulfilled now by anticipation,
but it was not fulfilled or completed in reality until He said, "It
is finished" on the cross.=8

Jesus had succeeded in His underteking. %What was it? The
objective justification of the world, the wrk of reconciliation,
II Corinthiens 5:18<21, Colossians 1:118-2l. In this phrase we find
a compaot expression of the entire redemptive progrem.. Christ
willingly accepted his part in the gréuh plan as a gift from the
Fathere. Without grudging or without reluctence He followed it
throuzh to ¢ompletion. His prayer indicates later that as a man
He had a human will == did not therefore desire suffering, torture
snd death, but as Son of God He sald staunchly, "Not my will but
thine be done." He kuew that the Father's will was also His own

26, Matthew 3:17.
28, Hengstenberg, Ope 3}_‘!:_-. Pe 162,
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will in eternity, snd His own W11 even then as the true God. So
certein is Christ of the completion of His work that He spesks of

it as a past occurrence.2?
Yerse 51

"ind now, Father, you glorify me at your own side with the
glory which I had with you by your side before the world existed.™

ot EE! 1-u replaced by ir-a(r@'p in B, but this is
better unchanged.
S €r
é\ has 4 Y in place of
= [4

[

r
but the majority
of better manuseripts have the latter forme

The dative 1ls mccounted for by attraction,

whereas the grammatical form should be accusa-
el

ti“. q Yy e

n-xcf ==heside, at your side, by your side, To translste
1 "with" simply does not convey fully the meaning of
the preposition employed heres mg-{' brings out
the full sense of the relationship of God and Christ.
Christ is coequal with the Father.
wolp 4 {4y ==oan ouly mean "in commmion with the Father in the
spiritual kingdom, in heaven,"28
Here the word n“.;r}' is vocative in form end usage. Other

vooatives are found in verses 21, 24, 26.

g7. Ofe Philippiens 2:7 and II Corinthiens 819,
28. m1“k. 22‘ ﬂ.&o. Pe 389,
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Yeming of the worse:

‘The former glory of which Jesus speaks here is different from
that mentioned in John lilé. A contrast betwsen Zre ro% /i of
verse 4 and mlpd fra ri0 which stends for 2)1 oV pnvel e
It is Just to demand that the Father glorify the Son since the Son
has glorified Him, The glory for vhich Jesus asks is not the glory
that shone forth in His miracles and wordss A preview of this
heavenly glory Heo asks for was seen at His trensfiguration. Christ
refers here to the /4-‘?\’-}‘?: /fgll 'high He laid aside when He
beoame & man and entered the state of humiliatlone2®

Godet correctly states that Schilling's oconolusion that the
humiliation'of Jesus began at creation is exegetically untennblo.so
Koll says that ’&;’_ is the whole person of Jesus Christ, not merely
His humen nature.. These words transcend sll humen understanding,oL

Even as the Father wllled that Christ disavow His heavenly
glory, lay it aside and bocome a man, so He willed the return of
Christ to heaven, the restoration of that former glory _wh!.oh they
both had before creation; thet is, in etern!."by sand vhich Christ
had voluntarily shed vhen He beomt; mans. dJesus is not, however,
requesting a reward for His work, as some allege, but a restoration
of what He had before, His divine glory, in heaven. Thus, the
meaning of ,/6 .(' w becomes ever cloarer as the prayer progresses.
It expresses a relation possible only between the persons of the
Godheads The first phrase indicating a return to the Father, and

29, Philippians 2:6.
30s Gﬂm. OE- Olto’ De ™
Sl Carl
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edrioh Keil, Commentar #ber das Evangelium des Johannes, pe508.
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the second, of the former eternal presence with the Father.32
Christ never did forsake His divine glory. He merely veiled it for
a time, during His elrthl:y lifep Yow He prays for that glory to be

restored according to His human nature.

32, Re Ce He Lenski, Interpretation of Ste John's Gospel, pe 1126.




Part Twos Verses 6-19: Christ's Prayer for His Disciples
Terse 61 |

"I have revealed your neme to the men whom you have given me
out of the worlds They were you-ra and you gave them to me nnd' they
have kept your word." .

ALL of the better manusoripts, ¥ {3 D () have sorist, ;'Z""“;
while _ G hes perfest /s Juw réx

2ew/gA from vs# 0w e=mike known, revesl, manifest,
show) aorist

~_l IW( ==the word, the Gospel, Word of God
;2 ﬂ,’l (4 __ from :;g ==yatch over, guard, keep, pay
attention to, watchj perfeoct
_2/_(_ ==implies seperation. It implies a previous existemce in

the evils from which one has been de].hared-ss

/
ot 08 wekittel defines as follows: the moss of the
/

world, in opposition to the congregation of

disoiples of Jesus soleoted out of ite John 1:l0.
He goes on, "As with Paul vwho states that the

< do not bolong to the kosmos likewise
with John the 'bal!.eva'rs are not of the world,
(verses 14 and 16) although Christ selected
them out of the world, end although the Father

hes given them to the Sen out of the world.S®

33. Robertson, 0De Git. pe 5876
84: Gerhard Ki hoEscheu Wirterbuch sum Neuen '.l'estment. b & 8 P

pe 895,




Noaning of the verse: ;

The division we employ here, following Lemnski, Hengstenberg,
Tholuck and others is the some used in modern translations. ' Luther
and Kretzmenn meke the division: verses 1 to 8 and then verses 9 to
19 OQur division glves verses 6 to 10 for the motivation for the
prayer for the Eleven ead vorses 1l to 19 the intercessory petitions
themselves, -

Turning to His disciples in this prayer, the Savior pours out
ilis heart in thelr behalf. How these words must have sounded the
dopths of the souls of the discipless Christ utters here IHis divine
love, profound as it is, for these men with whom He had assoclateds
Jesus proceeds to lay before His Father all the loving thoughts He
has obout thege chosen vessels of His, men vho would be the founda=
tion of the Ohristian Church through their lives and work.

Perticularizing in the "work™ which he had come to perform, the
Savior mentions that He has revealed God to these disciples of Hiss
Instead of saying "you® Hoe says "your nmme". God's nmme is the sum
of His esseonce snd attributes. IThus He had revealed the whole glory
of God to those whom the Father had given Hime He has taught them by
word and deed, by precept and example, by miracles without number,
by Eis whole self, personnlity, character and has made cloar to them
who the true God is and vhat He had done for mens Luther: To reveal
God's name is to glorify or clarify the Father, God of grace, who
forgives sins, rescues from death mnd the devil thru Christ, >0

36, Luther, 9pe _U_E-. cole T8l.




. "To the men whom:you have given'mo." This phrase refers partioularly
to the disciples. To them was grented the privilege of essociating ine
timately with the Savior, of witnessing Him end witneseing for Him.
Because of tho important work they have to do, God seleoted the faithe
ful Eleven out of the world, Christ trained them for thres years in
his itinerent seminery and later they became with the chosen instru=
ment, Penl, tho very backbone of the early Christian churchs

"Out of the world." Bceparation is imgplieds Euman beings by
nature belong to the world, Psalm 51:55 John 336, the mass of une
iaumng bunanity since the fall of.man into #1n:%€ But these
wers' separated from the worlde The noble purpose of their life made
it mandatory that they be son. God gave the Eleven to Christ.

IThey were yours and you gave them to me«" All oreatues belong
to God thelr creator, but in a special sense the elect belong to Him.
God has committed the cere of the elect into Christ's kesping. All
chosen sons of God belong to Jesuse These Jews who in a special
way had been God's childrer under the old dispensation now were .
mede ministers of the new covenant, seslod in the blood of Christ,
between God emd mele

The expression "your word" eubraces the vwhole of Scripture,
the entire canon. =Espscially, Christ has givon them the Gospels
This word they have guarded end kept, troasuring it cerefully.
Perfect tense shows that this is not a sporadic or spasmodic fole
lowing of the Word, but a hebit, a continuing condition. Keeping
the Yord is a proof of thelr sincerity emd faithfulnesss The
point is carried further in succeeding verses.

36 Romans 5;12.




Forse 71
"Now they understand that all things which you have given to
me are from you,"
Ho significant testtual ?ltbimo
Wiy from !Vlﬂ;'l(a) ==have knownj understand
néyﬁ Q¢4 _==sn sll inclusive expression. All things:s the
glory of which John speeks in 1sl4.

/ 37 .

Mﬁ ~-froms used to express agent ascording to Robertson.
lieaning of the verse:

The objeot of the manifestation of Christ has been atteined,

ﬂ"l.ﬂ Father has been seen in end through Him. All the wisdom and power
of Christ have been recognized as from God. On the basis of this
final revelation they have arrived at the definits state of compre-
hension, of saving knowledge.

This verse shows the completion of blessings. "Things" refers
to forgiveness of sins, life end selvation. Source of all blessings
is God t;ho Father, II Corinthiang 5319,

These words elsborate on the preceding statement, that they
have kept God's Word. All their past knowledge and instruction cul=
winates in what they now understand end realize, that all things which
the Father gave Christ are truly from the Father. Jesus here acknow-
ledges His will as being harmonious to that of the Father and olaims
divine suthority for His teaching. There is in reality no tautology
here, Christ is speaking for His disociples., They are assured that
the words of Jesus find their source in God the Father. From their

87. Robertson, ope 0ite; pe 820.




ntqnd_poi_.nt. they confess that Jesus is the divine megsenger of God
on earth, that He bring; e messeze from the Father in heaven. It
may have been that tho disoiples believed in Jesus and sccepted Him
es a prophot; only, but now they see the basis of His authority and
tion thgough .u.saoc_s'int:lon with Him, " lLuther comments on this verse as
follows: "All vwho believe mnd hesr Jesus are sure that the true God
is His Father == for they could not hear or keep the Word except they'
had been ghosen. ag the cleot of Gody Here is the fruit of the Word,"
Luther continues, "wherever it is grasped and kept, that a person
has such knovledge end obtains sll grase and. gpodness from the heavenly
Father, given us through the Lord Christ, such blessings as could not
be obtaimed otherwise or olsewhere, as in man's art and wisdom or in
the preaching of the Tewwe 750 |

Such testimony as Christ gives, clear, ummistakeble, uncompro=
mising, of His relationship to the Father ought silence forever the
oritios of His deity. Thess words admit no other interpretation.

Soriptura Soriturem interprotature :
Verse 8:

"Beoguse I have given tho sgyings which you have given Lo me,
md they received and understend truly that I omme from you, and they
believed that you yourself sent me."

¥hile D would add m: to the M the omission of this
i1s substantisted by the majority of the better msnusoriptss ((}$ B O i)

38. Il“t?lﬂl‘,. Ope ,?.E’. oole 787




m.; with Genetive denotes motion from beside
ﬂ; e saylng, word, npmh_.. expression, sayings,
referring to words spoken by the lips, while
f{o" oy would imply thoughts. Vincemt ex-
plains that this word is more personal and

direot. Ohrist sums up the Gospel in its
constituent pu’t-.a

ot dy 5, mattol tenters this trus, relisble, trust-
wor thy®0

% rzg rzvexv from 1y 475 i) —bo think %o be true, to
be persuaded of3 acrist

‘llemlggg the verse:

These disciples are God's in the fullest sense. Here is a
further explenation of the preceding. The mystery and tesching un-
folds in each succeeding verse of this prayers The result achieved
through these sayings, already known in verse 7, is due to the fidelity
of the messenger, says nodl.“' Lenskl adds that in the utterances of
Jesus the disoiples heard the very voice of God.“ That gift which
Jesus received, He in turn transmitted to His disociples as a gift
of God's grace. While many others had ignored or despised this
grace of God, these men whom God had given Christ have asoepted
it through faith, are convinced of its truth and its emanation

from God in heaven. - Verse seven unfolds in verse eight. The
words "have known" and "believed" assert essentislly the smme

39 Vinocent, 22. olte, pPo 264,
40. Kittel, op. olbs, I, po 249,
41, mdl. 22. 01%: Pe 842,

42. Lenski, op» g_h.. Pe 1331,
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truth. To know with the heart is to believe and to believe is to
be assured in one's heart. ' They are convinced that Jesus is God's
personal messenger on earth and they have received Him into their
hearte.

Luther offers the explenation that wherever the Vord of God
is found it oreates the knowledge that Christ 1s God's representative,
proceeding from Him, that everything He says is God's Vord end will,
and whatever He does is God's wrk and commend, and ell that for the
purpose of helping use®® He, too, enphasizes that the only meams
for believing is the Worde The Word brings the right, complete
knowledge of God, the savingz kmovledge of Christ, so imperatively
demanded for salvation. Paul echoes these ideas in His feamilier
passage of Romsns 10 conmeluding, "So then faith cometh by hearing
and hearing by the VWard of God," or, "hearing by the command of
Christ,” if we prefer.%®
Jerse 91

%I em praying for themj; I do not pray for the world; but for
those whom you have given me because they are yours."

Textual variations of little consequence.

g/u ﬂg from zsz ﬁ"a) =agsk, prayj in partioular
John applies the word to a preyer to Gods
But there is evident here a peouliarity of
shading to be considered: the use of the
word is almost entirely limited to the praye
er of Jesuss He alone has such intimate

43¢ Xuther; o cites, cols 788
44, Romans 10:17s




commmnion with the Father, thet the word for
requests of His disoiples to Him ocan also be
enployed for his requesting and 'pet'lﬂ.omg ,
(intercessory) prayer to the Fathere®®
#sno¢’ < for, for the benefit of, on account ofs with

Genetive,

i—’oa’g,o )= the world end whatever belongs to it, ss the
e

eamity ‘against God, whick will become evident

at the ruln of the fallen. Quesnel: the

world, the corporation of the wiocked, which

endures snd always will endure, even though

individual members of it will be snatched away

from 1%, remains under the curse md is treatsd

a8 a prigonery. who has no share in the sasrifice

of Jesus Christ and none at all in His pwl::l.i:i.om*s
Meming of the verses:

Ho dosires to comit to the Father's heping those who have
believeds He prays for them in dlstinction froa the world, and
for the present .sets the world ul.ds.“

Lutherts comments on this verses "Rhat must be acked for the
world is thet they may be converted, mot that they be sanctified or
kepte It 1s trus that He both prays for tho world and that .He does
not pray for the worlds The differemce, however, is this: He
prays that they might ‘ebide .and inoresse in true falth, md for
those who are not yet in it, that they ghould come out'of end depart
from their evil 1ife." 48

46 !I.%ol oPe Oltd. II, pe G684,
46¢ 0 ® 01'3.. Pe 158,
47, M(l!. Opc 0 . 'ho

48, Godeb, Ops Oltes PDe 206, 392
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Celvin and Melanchthon both find in these words a committing
of the non=elest to the judgment of God,.the opposite of the view

expressed by Luther, quoted abm..“

. Clting the example of Christ's
prayer, "Fathor, forgive them" and the preyer of Stephen for Paul
that he might be oonverted, Luther shows that Christ prayed for
othcﬂ‘. .to.o. Paul was converted after Stephen's prayers So were
some of the Jews for whom Christ prayed on the crosse

" fhe emphatis %,y  is in plece because of the grest personal
_ interest Christ had in His disciples. Jesas recogniges that the
disoiples still belong to the Fathor. The change from the first

to the second part is nor complete. .He is msking a special prayer,
end therefore restriots it to speolel individuels. This shows the
sacerdotal character of the prayers.

Yerse E’

“ind my things all aere yours eand yours are mine, eazd I have been
clorified in them."

The sole witness of D suggesting the sorist of ;:v (] is
insufficient, when all other dependable menusoripts have the parfect.
Robertson finds here the proleptical use of the perfoe'l;.so

Robertson says that both ¢4 _ md E,,i-m the erticles are
prodicates,5l .
Newning of the verses

The commnity of property and therefore of interest is unlimited,
gbsolute) extending not only to the persons of the dlsciples, bub

49, Tholuok, ODe ﬂto. Pe 368,
50¢ nobortsm'.'gopmto. Pe 868,
61 Iblde, DPe 685, T70. :




to all that Christ has spoken and done on earth.

The second clause 1s added merely to place thé- intimesy of
tho relationship in a cleasr light. Luther suggests that any personm
cen mske the first stetements But no oreature o.un‘ropnt its con=-
verse truthfully. :

The world obaocures, scourges and condemns Christ, but the
dlsciples heard the Gospel and received the :Savior as the Son of
God, 92

Every glorification of the Son is also a glorification of the
Father, and Son is now already glorified in those who believe, the

" fullness of the divine lifc hes passed over to them. 53

Luther states correctly that Jesus leaves nothing excludeds
The full force of ths neuters, their all-embracing character,
should not be limited or restricted in any way. dJesus belongs
completely with all His life, deity, divine attributes and all his
sotions, motives, plemns, to the heavenly Fathers

A sooffer might seize on the omission of the 77-(r7«.in the
expression "and your things are mine® to deduce that Ohrist is inferior
to the Father;, but surely Jesus means to' show the intimate relation-
ghip between Eimself and the Fatherj therefors He used not ropeat the

E’rm ¢ + In this close connecction it 1s readily understood.:
Christ here vlaims for Himself an equality with the Father. He as-
sunss for Himgelf Godls deitys His eternity and His many other chare
ecteristicss The unity of the Godhead surpasses hvman understanding

52. Hengstenberg, ops olts, pe 518
63¢ Tholuck, Ope op Do 398,




but there is a glimpse of it hm?

That Christ has been and is being glorified in the disciples
is evident. They have reseived the Word and acoepted the Som. Ths
proleptio interpretation of the perfest verb would indioate that
Jesus d:bioipnto'- a future glorj through His disciples. This is
‘not out of harmony with the facts. Greater glory was brought to
Christ after Pentecost than before. While the disciples had been
fearful and even cowardly between the Resurrection and the outpour-
ing of the Holy Spirit, on that first Pentecost their faith and cour-
age orystalligeds They spread the Gospel with gn indomitable zeal.
Many of these oho;on messengers gallantly suffered martyrdome Thus
was Christ's prophetis utterance fulfilled. | '

Yorse 11
"How I em no longer in the world, but they are in the world,
and I em coming to yous Holy Father, keep them in your nsme, which
you have given me, that they may be one just as we."
!hochmgeofa(v’wl. %o 0% 7oL or'ﬁeoonmumnoh-
portant chge in the meaning. Each is equally supported. kst good
monusoripts omit the phrase which D adds after "your nams"s “and when

I was with them I kept them in your name.” Ve are therefore correct
in omitting it.

&) e-whioh, relative promounj a lebbter difficulty herej the
wom_;opm and Luther have oUs o following a few oursivess
__of:_hfoundi.nnt‘wourdveu‘hih Lnol.ndmnyoﬂwuhm-

ﬂ as wo have preferred in our translation sbove.
[ 5
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8 oA ==nams, Dative is by attrection, ascording to
Tholuck, Dods and Goodspeed, to ,Uj « The
Vulgate, Luther snd Authorized Version have

trmelated the altermate form explained above.
(14

A 7}’( oy =="holys God is the author of holiness which
7

Christ desires for His dlsciples. When the
adjestive 1z employed with the vooative it has

the same form as a rule % - '
' @'g:}z C‘Z from m gg’a) ==kgop, preserve; the Aorist ine
' : perative is an entreaty. It is employed in the
Lord"s Prayer. As such this ig a new use in the

' .. Koine Greek.05 .
Hoaning of the verse:

The oiroumstences of the prayer are stated nows A sorrowful
interval was coming when Josus would be neither with them nor with the
Father. dJosus is no 'lnngn' in the worlds Already He has bade it fare-
well, but the disciples remsin in i%, exposed, and wl:bhou‘h His accus=
tomed counsel and defemss. During this time Ba comends them to His
Father's oare.

The unity between Christ and the Father is a love unity, than
w.hioh none is, nor can be, hizher, Similerly, John 16s 9,10. - A1l
of Christ's experiemes are 'I:ye produot of that love.

Here_ sgain the Savior is speeking proloptically.

If wo understand "neme" in the ssze sigaifiocance as before, the
gense is "Thou hast given ovsr to Ee the knowledze of Thy being, in the

54 Robertson, doﬁ'. Sites Pe 464,
56 Iblde, Pe .




possession of which I entreat that they may abide." Thus, in &
way, the word "name" here is equivalent to the the expression for
the Word of God, _1_939_ Jro¥ o

The union spoken of is not merely one of outward conformity or
agreement, dbut 1t is an inward commnion as the comparison of the
vine end its branches in chapter 16.

Is there a disorepsncy between this verse and Matthew 283207
Not at all. That verse has referense to a being together with the
disoiples which belonge to a highor order of things. He is no long=
er with them in person in the world, bodily, but He visits them from
heaven, and that oontinually in a spiritusl mammer.

Godet interprets the preservation to mesn that God is to keep
them in that sphere of consecration which is foreign to the world's
life, and of which God Himgelf 1s the eenter.as

The disciples stand in no diresct relation to the Fathers They
belong to the Father only through the Son, are in the name of the Father,
only insofar as the name of the Father is the smme as the Son's. Under
the neame of God in Christ have the disciples assembled themselves.
Only this name is church=building, If the disciples should fall sway
the church would pass out of existences

The purpose of this guarding and keeping the disciples is that
they may be one "even as we". The model for the oneness of the dis-
oiples is the oneness of the Father and the Sons

Luther has a passionate interpretation of this verse, alluding to
the passage, Matthew 24124 of the neareruin of even the elect through

66+ * Godeb,’ ops oite, pe 207
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tribulstion and temptation. He paints the devil as 80 sly and roguish
and hil dootrine so upguli.ng that by our om nrl.g_ht we are mlou
np;ln_lt_him end his wiles. In Christ, however, we have victory. He
explains that there is a ohmqo oo_m:lug in Christ's mode of existence.
No :l._on-gar & looalized living in the world, but a reunion with the
Father....omnipresence again, with .111 of us everywhere, as He promised.
Luther illustrates this union of believers wl._th a foot md leg relation-
ships; Cut the foot off end it is no longer united with the leg and
body_-‘l rhu;.' all Christians are one with each other in the body of
chﬂnt.“ a8 in Romans 12:5.

!I.'hl.- is phi.nly & spiritual mty and oneness for which Christ
prayss It unquestionably exists wherever true Christians are found.
It previews eternal life in heaven,

Yerse El

"While I was with them I kept them in your neme which you have
given me, and I protected them, and not one of them is lost (except the
son of perdition) so that the Seripture might be fulfilled."

Following the best menusoripts )} BO*IL we have omitted "in the
world" after the first clause, a phrase that is found in the Authorized

Version.

t?‘? ﬁgl)'/ from 7"@“2 ==keep; imperfect, showing a con=
tinuing sotion. "I have kept and still do". Shows

result ob'hd.md.
2 ud<%s  trom ywyjagri) =-protest, guard, preserve

T . Luther, ope olt., cols. 802, 805




M tron 5/ luperten, e lost
ﬂneouh "none of them perished tpt the son of

4 =sgdversative particle marking en oxoepti.on-sg

¢ un

_Iloan!.JE o_r_ the verse:

Oh.r.l'si; must now entrust the disciples to the invisible guardian=
ehip of the Father. He bogins His testimony sbout His dlsciples by
usum.ing rightly the responsibility for ths disciples' preservation
until ow. Be statos how He hes proserved them in grace. The resuls
is that none is lost, except Judese He seys in offect that when this
man gave himself over to sin it was not because of any famlt of the
Son's not providi:ng snough watohful care, (for the Savior had warned
Judas, John 13:18; 131265 6164.) But God had lonz kmown the obduraocy
of his heart. Prouschen=Baur find here a necessity of immtability,
not desirabllity.ao

The phrase "son of perdition" 1s explained by Hengstenberg as
"not one designated for ruln, but rather one to whom ruin had fallen
as his share."6l God is mot to be given sny blame for the defection
of Judas. Keil points out thet the (/4 indicates historicsl ful-
£11lment, not the telic use, meking the responsibility God's own.62
That is, 1t would be God's if the use here were telic. His toricel .
fulfillment puts the blane on Judas himself.

The specifio Soripture referred to here is Psalm 41:10, as in
John 13:18,

58+ Vinoent, Oobs cite, pe 285,
59. Robertson, ogmt-. Pe 1188,

€0s Walter Bauerw, Preuschon, Grioohiuh-doutlohel Trterbuch, p.699.

6l. Hengstenberg, op. oitu Pe
62 Keil, o _go eite, Po k
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Looking at the case of Judes we remember that he is the only one
lost of the entire ocircle ‘of disciples. Ee was destined by Soripture
for ruine Judas, hmm. was not the victim of fate or circumstance.
Despite Christt's rafouted warnings ho‘ deliberately ohose the path of-
perdition; eold his Savior for thirty pieces of silver snd carved out
for himself a niche in history as the world's most infamous traitore

Judas made the fatal misteke when He expsoted to get rich off
Jesus' kingdom, Luther points outs Consequently, dissppointment md
ultimate ruin was inevitable. '

Yerse 131
"But now I am coming to you and I spesk these wards in the world
that they may bave my :']o;r fulfilled in themselves."
No textual oritioism of consequence.
lSJJ from A« a’a «=to say wordsj compare notes on verse one
F,d’ ﬂd « w=joy, heppiness, imnner pleasure
Moaning of the verser ' .
"But now I sm coming to you". Some interpret this phrase to mean

& spiritual approach to God through prayers Such sn inference might
be allowed, if ..i.t were not for the fast that the word employed here

Z" duds  1s ususlly expressive of motion from one’ place to
mth;r- Jesus is actuslly leaving the world md returning to the
Fathere Going home mst have been a wonderful thought for the Savior
after a thirtysthres yoar sbsence: He knows that His work is finisheds
He 1l.on His way back home, that home which He left "at the fullness of
time" to fulfill all prophecies, to keep the Law, to suffer end dle,

to rise again, so that His home might be a home for ell the faithful.



The fect that Josus went home to heaven assures us of our eventual
Journey to the new Jerusalem. Heaven :'I.n. nade certain by this T.l'l-.o

"and I apgnl; these words ir the wrld". As He Himself :p‘l to =
the Father He utbers this potition aloud and while He is yet with the
disciples, that they might realize that the power of God was engaged
for their protection. '

"that they may have my Joy", that is, the Joy which Jesus hnd
prepared for them, even through the prayer which He has made before
them to the Father in their behalf, just like the peace which He pro=
miged and gm.es By these words Jesus would have His disciples under=-
stand vhat He has done for them and what His will holds for them. These
words are to bring the completion of their Joys

"fulfilled in themselves." Their jJoy is almost fulfilled now.

It mast only be developed. By.these calm earmest assurances Jesus
wented to keep Eis joy full in them, especlally during the dark hours
beiore theme For it was this same joy with which Christ had overcome
all the trials and fears of 1lifes. That jJoy whioh Carist has is to be
their own. The word used for fulfilling their Joy sywluguucrsy
indicates that the hearts of the disoiples should be brimming, running
over with. joye

Yerse 14:
"I have given them your nrd and the world hated them beoause my
ere not of the world even as I am not of the world:"

No significent ta:hul variations.

63. mmurg. ops olte, po 164.
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All words here are readily ﬁndeﬂtood_. o dirﬂoultiel of gremmar
or peculiarities of syntax are present,

’ : Y .
dam) ~-word, teaching, the corpus dostrinae herej suthor is
Gods

Ecaning of the verses

Hers we have an additional reason for Christ's intercession for
the disciples. The v.arue may be sumarized as follows: the action of
Christ, the result, and the reason behind the result.

The action of Christs "I have given them your word.® Christ
summarizes the sum eand substence or' His tesching, repeating these phrases
carefully that He may impress them upon the minds end hearts of His dls;-
olples, There is an emplification here of the preceding verses in which
He mentlons keeping them in God'sunm. That Ho gave first. PFlainly
the VWiord of God in its euenoe' cannot be diwvorced from Christ, the |
sternsl }(Js) » Through the Tord Christ has revealed the God of grae
and mercy to sinful men.

The result of this sotion: "And the worid hated them." The
hatred of the wrld arose nga:lnatl them as it had against Christ.

& ’r =yorld in its totalityj especially here the Jewish people,
steeped in their self-righteous living. The world hates them because
they have received the revelation of God in Christ. If they dd not have
the Ward in them, the world would love them; opines Hengstenberg.54
Through the fsithful acceptance of the Yord of God which Jesus had gilven
them they are seperated from the world snd no longer belong to it. There-
fore the world hates theme The aorist tense mskes the separation of the
disciples from the world a contemporaneous sstion with the hatred of the

worlde

64. Ibid., pe 166,
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Sime the invasion of the world by Satan thet enemy of God has held
sway over this esrth, and God's poople have always been a minority groupe
The immediate resction of the world 1:0 anything that savors of CGod is ’
rejection, diedain and condemmatione There bas always been and always
will be a sharp oleavege in society, bellevers as. oppomed to unbelievers,
‘those vho sooept the true God of the Bible as contrasted with those who
worship idols or false gods of their mind end crestione The world still
hates Christians as it hated Christs That veneer of love for Christ
which the world appears to weer is only a omuﬂ_..;o and a false face.
At bottom the world is uwnchengeds It cannot chenges The unregenerate
mind will never have snything but contempt and scorm for Christ amd for
those who accept Him as God, i.ard and Savior.

Findlly, the reason is given: "beosguse they are not of the world
even as I em not of the worlde® 7w is used for origin or source.®®
This hatred separates them from the world, even as the leader was not
of the worlde This definite separation from the world is not accidental.
It was foreseen by Christ to be inevitable. Since He did not belong to
the world, remaining forever separate from its corrupting influence.s He
intends that His followers will not.attach themselves to the world but
will remain distinotly separate from it. There.is, to be sure, a
difference between the separation of Christ from the world snd that of
His felthful followerss But His perfect life is to be the model toward
which the falthful are to strive, Lenski explaing that this hatred is
o be intensified, in the case of the disciples when they now begin

65, Robertson, op. oites p. 598




to preach and tessh that Word of Gods96 -

Yerse .'.!.Ec

"1 do not prey thet you teke them eway from the world, but that
you keep them from evil." .
Textuel variations are inconsequential.
aac 74 1='(u) ==prays refer to notes on vurn e

21 700 7ivsg05 from ovil (neuter) Godets It must certaluly
be taken in the neuter semse. This is shown by
the preposition é—_ ~~gut of, whioh relates to
a realn out of which one is teken rather than to
an individuel. He boli.ewg the case 1s otherwlise
in the Lord's Prayer, where the preposition 2y’
~=gwsy from ed the verb s Ocq dic ==deliver sre
used, two exp;eaﬂm which refer rather %o a
personal enemy. Luther and Celvin agree, as Dods
eand the Authorized Version. MNodern verslons end
comnentators usually teke thils as personal, as in
John, ‘H.rst_lﬂbl_'.ur.' 2:135 4343 5:18. lLenskl says
nothing is geined in meking the noun a neuter, pre=-
ferring the masculines He says that "evil" and
"the evil one" are so clearly joined that proteotion
from the former inwvolves protection from the lattere®?

. Bengel and De Wette, Tholuck snd Thayer seem to

favor the masculine, with Luther snd Hengstenberg

66+ Lenskli, ope “Oltcj" pe 1144,
67« Ibld., Pe IIF.'...-'
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showing preference for the neuter. The writer also prefers the neuter
form and meaning. “
Mesning of the verse:

"I do not pray that you taks them eway from the world." Simplest
escepe of all from the anger of the world would be removel from the
soens, but for this He would not ask. The vork chead for the disciples
demended that they be in the worlds Thoy were to be as a leaven in the
perverted race of mankinde

Chfist does not meke a request for a local separation. Here is a
passage ageinst extreme ascetioisme Christ does not desire thet His
followers be removed from the scene of actions Theirs is a responsi-
bility to help the world, to scothe suffering humanity, to tesch end
preach, to reach and win souls for Christ, to bring them the pease they
seck and need. : :

With the examples of Josus' mention of the devil in the case of
Judas end vhen speaking to His disciples in previous chspters (121513

" 141303 16:11) snd in other passages, wo see that Christ implores His

Father for deliverance of His disciples out of the hands of the devil
end sll evile The meaning of the olause, "But that you keep them from
evil,® evidently inocludes a preservation of the disciples from the
temptations or at least from sucoumbing to the temptations of the
dovile This part of tho prayer Christ is anxious to make. His owm
experience taught Him bow foroeful these temptations might be. He
knew that oven the most falthiul of His followers would nsed heavenly
ocers and protection if they were to rosist succossfully the wiles

OF the Temptere
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Verse El

"They are not of the world, even as I mm not of the world."
Textual oritioism is unnecessary.

él rﬂil =wworld, refer to wverse 14
Eb =wout of, belonging to) a part ot & group

M:lni of the verse:

UThey are not of the wrld" ig obviously a npcﬂtlon of what
He has ld.dbefore- The difference lies in this thntherotheym
employed as a basis for the petition of verse lmm- This separa~-
tion from the world, as we have obsefved, has been sosomplished by the
Word of God. The disciples have nothing in common with the world of
unbelievers end the forces hostile to Gods This statement is the
foundation stone of their protection and samotifiocations The reason
for the wrld's hatred 1s repested here for emphesis and to lead into
the next thought, the next petition.

"Even as I sm not of the worlds"™ Here Clrist states a grand
truth gbout which there can be no arguﬁnb. 1% is simple, plain and
readily understoods Ohrist has no pert in the world. He has lived
in the world, but has not sllowsd it to comteminate Him or His thinke
ing, His kingdom was mot of this worlde He is already experiencing
the desire to be rid of the world mmd its rotten livinges In brief,
He longs for home, that home of glory which He had left end in which
Ho isnow preparing a place for His faithful followers.

Verse 17s
%Sanotify them in the truthe Your word is truth.”



A felr of the lesser important menuseripts have "your truth”
as in the Anthorized Versions one major copy has "your word is the
truth" but we abide by the remdition givem, which has the support
of the majority of the more relicble menusoriptse.
a‘; ztﬁ/'a/ from &tk L ==ganotify, consecrate; msrgin
roading of the Revised Version has "oconsecrate®s
This Greek term is used in the Septuaélnt to ex=
press dedication of end consesration of persons
and things to God, sscording to v:moni:,ss .
_2_1./__ -=in, marking the sphere or element of conseorstion.
Yoaning of the voraes
"Sanotify them in truth." In this verse Christ turns to the
positive equipmont vhich He desires for the dlsoiples, after praying
for their protection emd preservation from evil, the world end its

contagion of wickedness. Godet belleves the word for sanctify is not

synonymous with the word for purify. The holy, he says, is not opposed

to the impure, but to the natural oend.lﬁon.ss

Hemmond and De Wette understand "oonsecrate, Ssmotify" very
narrowly, as for their office only. Goodspeed follows their view,
tending to wesken the force of the words . The enclents rendered the
word more scourately with, "to mske seints, holy ones ofe"

"Your word is truth." The truth in vhich they now lived was to
be the efficlent instrument of their conseoration, "l;he truth which
beoeme theirs through the revelation of the Father. Absence of the
erticle before truth puts 1t in the sbstrasts

68. Vincent. _O_ac Oito; Pe 265.
_69- Godet, 22- E.E:Tp- al.
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Hengstenberg points out this Viord which sccomplished the separa=
tion from the world is also the means through which the separation is
to be made ell the more a true and complete onug"o Kretmamn adds,
The truth remains God's even when emtrusted to men to meke it kmown
to others, It is mot theirs to edd to or change. Within itself it
holds the power to convinse md convert,"7l

These disciples had -long known that there was much truth in God's
Vord. How desus adds et this Tord 1s bruth itselfs It was truth
in'every point end in ewvery respects

Terse 181
"Even as you sent mo into the world, I also sent them into the
world." .
Ho significent textuel variatiou..
& .l a1 és from 2 (73’[#} ==gend on a mission, refer to
notes on verse 3,

l!esning 2{ the verse:

In conmenting on verses 11 to 15 Kittel says, “In spite of all
tribulation which the disoiples have who sro still in the world, and
are.sent by Christ into the world, they will et;nquer the world."72

Christ spesks herc as though His work is already éomplatad and
their work slready bogun. Hengstenberg finds a new motive for the
fulfillment of the preyere The disciples are celled epostless They
need true sanctifiocstion, he says, for the mission which is theirs.

70. Hengstenberg, oite., ppe 167, 168,
'n: Paul Kret -E!Eh—'ﬂ'c;gl of Jo John, Hotes.
72 EKittel, _Eu 0117'. » Pe




God must sanotify them that the purpose of their miselon may be
realized. They have alresdy begun this work but continuing in that
work will demend God's ebiding grace efter Christ has withdrawm His
visible presence from theme The world is their sphere of worke. So
they must remain there. They are not % fles the world, but work in
it, to change it, to reach some with tho gpod news of salvation.

Both God the i'uther end Josus sent messengers. The purpose is
not identical, however, although they are to continue the work which
Jesus begans Their field is the world, far beyond the limits of
Judeism md its influence, :

Terso 16,

"And for their sdres I senctify myself that they also may be
sanotified in truth."

On the basis of the m;jority_ of better mmusoripts we retain the

J
emphatio £)%z) before "senctify."”
/

#ﬁ@_ﬁm %ng( é'g ==ganctlfy; perfect emphasizes

consumetione It is the extensive perfect com=
bining the punotiliar with the durative foroes
the perfeot of a completed eot, the result of

whioch continues in the puont.-n

Moening of the verses
Kittel seys whenever Jesus samnctified Himself it was a proof of

His deitys’¢ Tholuck finds here the self-consecration of Christ

s Robertson, ODe cites Do 907,
;i: Kitte. ,ﬂ:o 2_'&_.. :' Pe 113,



through His sasrificial death, Heo mskes "Sanctify" mean "conse-
orate." Josus, he seys, stood ready to oconsecrate Himself that the
digoiples be sanctified in truth,’® This is Bengel's view as well.

In reofuting Bengel's interpretation Hengstenberg states that
such an introduotion of a new idea would destroy the.connestion with
the previous verse. Lenski continues the uMaﬁﬁ with these words:
"o cannot adnit & play on the word and make the variant semse of the
word sanotify the very point of what is saids The two ests are essen-
tially alike, although the one pertelning to Jesus is active while the
Other pertaining to the disoiples is passive.”' "

Christ says the d;uo!.gln are to be sanctified in truth. This
expression with the absence of the artiole speeks of truth generally,
as in IIT John 1o The eapression has more then adverbial forces

76 ml\l&. OPe Oit-; Pe 399,
78: Iﬂnsﬂ.. ﬁ% °m. De 1161.




Part Three: Verses 20-26: Christ's Prayer
for Future Disciples -

"I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who ocome to
believe on through -their word:"

The majority of bebter manusoripts _N__ABC D, have the
present particple for "believing® instead of the futurse of the TRe
We take tho former reading, since it is the more diffioult snd most
substantially attested by reliesble sources.

{eg 'rl\"tD see notes on verse 9

LAY oI TWY from e gz« =<believe; ingressive present,

; partioiple. Future meening is implied without

sotual future form. Present has more durative
forces "those who ever come to believe.”
Kountag of to vorses
Tho enlargement of the ohurot; is now rei.'orrad to; the logical
result of tho conseoration of the disciples to their duty. The future
body of belisvers is conceived of as ectuelly existinge Christ casts
His eyes inbo the future, looking upon the whole mass of believers
whioch in all coming centuries should te gaﬂteed-!.'nte His kingdomj
for them He offe:;a prayers '
- Hengstorberg camentss:
Al feith in tho ohuroh is depepdemt on the Word of the
Apostles eitheér orslior writtens Undoubtedly the Lord

had before His eyes at thia time the inspired Word which
'+ the Holy Ghost would give to.mem through the wpostlese?!

77 HBomgatenberg, op. 0it., ps 169
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Jesus maekes a distinotion between these end those who will later
believe on Him, but the prayer embraces both as belonging together.'c

Such unity involves unity of dootrine snd life. It is more than
unenimitys It is unity of action.

Luther seys thet here Christ opens heaven to ell until Judgment
Days He states there is no more comforting passage of Soripture for
us then thise.'? Christ preyed for use

Hot all who hear the world believe. Christ prays only for the
believerse He indicates clearly thet the word has power to convince
and converts Ho demonstrates that the Gospel is the moans of grace.
It has the power to oreate falth. It has the power to save.

Ylviseker points out the difference between the spostles and
future belleverss The former beoame believers directly through
Christ's wrdj all others through the word of the apostles, which

is actually nothing but Christ's word. He glves us, too, the nec=

" essary conolusion that Christ's prayer embrases only future be-

lievers, only true believers, the communion of saintse. This, he
remarks, sets the proper limitations on the prayer and saves mch
oonﬁ.zsi.on concerning Christ's petitions in the following nrse-aao
Yerss 2L

"That all may be one, just as you, Father, are inme and I in
you, that they may be in us, thet the world may believe that you
sent me."

There sre minoy toxtual deviations from thig translation with

78 Lenskil, ope Cite; De 1164.
79 Luther, éo E.a ’010 829,
80 Ylvisaker, _Ol- 2!.15-0' Pe 234,



soms maruseripts preferring the vooative for the nominative of

: ]
"Father." The seoond ér weone, thet they may be one in us, is
omitted in the better texts: It is readily understood, however.

The first olause introduced by _#« _ -~that, is sn cbject
clmqe. nonefinalj the awoid is in epposition to the first. The
tht?d particle introduces a purpose clause.

Hcmg g_g. .i‘".& vorasos

Quite evidently the extension of the church could imperil its
wity. This unity finds its ideal in the union between the Father
and the Sons Also its unifylng principle end elememts It is to
result in the univorsal belief in Christ's mission."™
Reference is made here to the eleoty those who are so power-
fully attracted as to comnect themselves with the kingdom of Christ.
The true unity ooneists in this that we through our association
with the Son and through Him with the Father become partekers of the
divine nubureq“
Quesnsl saysy ]
The whole religion, all plans of God's tend toward unitys
" Jesus Christ becomes the center and the bond itself through
His incernations The entire fulfillment of the Godhead
dwells substantially in Him (really and completely) through
_the Word, end He dwells gtritndly in true Chriastians
*."through falth and loves
Here we have a desoription of the'una sandbar Unity of the in-

visible churchs All members of ome body, governed by one hoad ==

8ls Dods, ope cibtes De 84bs
82, II Peter 1iZ:

83, Hengstenberg, OPe Sitss pe 170,




Christs Also the union with Christ, the ny-ﬂ.cd. unions

Speaking of the mti.od union. 'bln un:l.ty of the ohureh and
union with the Father, Gode'bams Thoqunti.on is not on:l.y an
is often supposed, of the union of Christims among themselves, but,
ebove all, of the union which is the basls of this, that of. the body
of believers with Christ and, through Him, with God Himself,®¥

It is unity of hidden charaster, like that of the Father end
the Sone That unity was an identical nature, perfect mutual under-
gtanding, based on flawless divine loves

The unio mtlcﬁ w=.the Father -and the Son are to be the element
in which the believers live and move == as in' John 153155 I John 1:3,
I Jolm 4:13.

Jesus finally refers to the frult of the.unions Indirectly He
prays for the world. The world'is to believe that Father sent the
Son. Not thet the world will ultimately acceph and acknowledge the
Saviore

In sumning up the neaning and spplication of this verse,
Ylviseker commentss .

: %1% was this spiritual unity of faith, the union with
Christ, their Redeemer, that made the first Christians
suoch a’ powerful sermon to the worlds it was their faith,
not any outward organic union.ssthat made the world
recognize Christ, the objeot of their feith, as the One
sent by the Father. Aind so the statement of history
bears out this prayer of Christs *The blood of martyrs

_1s the seed of the Church," end the blood of martyrs

is afbter all, nothing but the ‘menifestation to the world-
of the faith that awelles :In the believers' hearts."86

84s Ylviseker, _Eo Ol‘bo. p. 237,
86 Ibido. Pe 2404 :
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Luther sums up his impression of this verse in theose wordss
"I know of m0 place other than this chapter of the entire
body of Christian dootrine so richly writtens..and set

forth with such powerful words than this, nmmely, that

in Christ wo possess everything which we are to have mnd
nothing in ourselves or some other humsn being,"86

Jereo 22¢
"ind I have given then the glory which you have given me that
thoy mey be one just as we aro one,"
No significant textual variatlons
/J:d o  ==glory,; refer to verso 1. Avgustine interprets

it to refer to immortality. Chrysostom, Grotius
to the power of performing miracless many others
digtinguich the threeefold glory: dootrine,
miracles, wnity. Hengstenberg aa;wra it meens
unity with the Fether. Calvin understands here
the immer glory: Zabn resolves m problen for
uss tho word "glory" assumes en essential place
in the language usage of Johny it is bound up

with Z:l'u:’, eshonory 57 g;z? ==poace, a?f;mg(gﬂ:c
: incorruption, %ﬂ‘/ ; -.-gl..'m and }'/)’ #é(.f. -~
truth end stands in opposition o ;g,éo'gx_;-
corruption, Mmﬁy and Yl -
tribulations Here it refers, says Zahn, merely

o the brightness end the reflection of ell
virtues and perfeotions of GodeS7

86, Luther, ope oltes 0ole 834e :
8%% mhoodo;' '!Eh'."'ﬂ: Evangelium des Johannes, p. 238
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Kittel has:s "divine radlanse, majesty, splendor, honor,"S8

The real nature of the unio mystica is desoribed. By the in-
dwelling of .Jesuu the believers are made partekers of the divine
natures In this manner the unity wlﬁ.oi: carbines end holds togsther
the Chrinbiens is constantly strengthensds The reference here to
the imputation of glory to the Christian is stated more fully and
understood in Romans chaptoer e:l.éhts Soripture Ikmows of only one
glory. We need make no distinotion in the use of the word. At
the present time Christians possess that glory in part; and they
will receive it fully ‘on Judgment Day, Revelation 3:21s

"The glory which you have given me" is explained by the Pamiliar
passage, "In Him dwelleth ell the fullness of the godhead bodily."89
This glory Christ has imperted to His followersa It is the sub-
soquent gift of God ;ﬂer feith through grace.

"That they may be one, Just as we are one" is a prayer for
unity that is beyond the grasp of humm intelligences The intimate
commmion of a believer with Ohrist and through Ghrist with the
Father sounde the depths of ell wisdom. We oan only stand in wonder
at the md:chhasr simplicity of thale-mrc'h in revealing to us the
highest truth knowa to man: that He can in Christ be so united with
His fellowmen that that unity spprosches the umity of the godhead
itself. But the mext verses mske the truth still more startling mad
therefore more beautifully reals

88, Kitbel, ope oibe, II, Pe 26e
89 Colossians 2:9.




Terso 23:

'Ilinthnmdmtﬁm. that they may be perfected in one,
that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them
Just as you loved me."

Between £% and _iY D adds en article (73 ), but the bext with-
out the article is better substmmtlated. Other differences are minore

M%_ from 77 Jres.) ==perfect, perfeotly unites

to complete, to add what 1s necessary to
make a thing full or ocuplete:?® The form
of the verdb is perfect partioiples

e 7. introduses a result olsuses The /r< shows the aim of the
unity mentioned previoualys
Hosning of the verse:

As the prayer progresses to its conclusion the thoughts snd words
of our High Priest soar to loftier end loftier heights, heights that
make our human reason trecible end stumbles Reason alone camot follow
the logic heres A large measure of felth is requisite to the full une
derstanding of these simple wordsd .

The unity of the Father and the Son is duplicated in the unity of
the Son with believerss Since God cwmot stoop to mam's level the pas-
sage means that Ohrist: 1ifts Christians far above themselves and their

" enviromment to live in Him in spirit, to be brought into a divine unity.

Thus, the work of Christ is sccomplished vhen men are one by Christ
dwolling in thems God 1s in Ohrists COhrist is in each believer and
thereby a true end final unity is formeds One result is the conviction
wrought in theworlds

80s Js He Thayer, A Greok-ag;lhh Lexiocon of the New Testament, pe 618.
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This mission of Christ and its results prove not only the

.- Father's love of ﬂ:eSon.‘hut elso His love for men. The nature of

thet love is the samne, as shom by g-m/ﬂvi o. That God who said,.
%This ie my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased® according to 'I:il'lll
words deigns to say the sme of Ohristians of sll time.. His love

once sent Christ into the world to redeem the world, a saorifice that
still beggars understandings: That sane love is et work nmow to pre-
gerve Christienms in falth,: to bless their labors in the Lord, to gether
in a rich harvest of souls.’ No wonder Paul exclaimed, "0 the depth

of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of Godl’' how unsesrch=
sble are his judgnents end his ways past finding oub1*®l  gruly this
ie the holy of holies pf ell Soripture.

"Father, whatsoever you have given me, I will that wherever I
an they too shell bewith me, that they may behold my glory, which
you have given me, becsuse you loved me before the founding of
the world."

, Toxtual oriticism deals with the difference between the vooa~
tive md noninative form of "father,” with the verimnt reletive _o ,°
lupportedby_&_nnndothm.thebm .and_oﬂ"_np-
ported by lesser copiese - Whether the word r/«' o/ /63(' or

? wg‘; is correct is difficult, but we prefer the former,

the perfect, along with Nestle, the more difficult readinge’

;’ e=body is taken collectively, as in verse 2, ascording to
mm.” Robertson agrees.

91, Romans 11:33.
92, Vincent, opPs -O-!.E-; pe 266e
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==Juills last will md testement of the Savior
«=founding, a foundation.
Joming of the verses

"whatsosver, or that which, you have given me" is the commmity

of bellevers. To share in the destiny of Christ has already been
promised Yo His followers, John 10:26; 14:3: This is the consuma=
tlon of Christien blessednesss

Here Christ is no longer asking or pruying. He is uttering His
will, His finel desire. That will embreces the elect of God in Him.
Them end them alone He wmts to be where He is fomevers So shall
they ses the blasing glory of Him as the Son of Gode Thus, the glory
of Christ resulting from the eternal love of the Fgther is not only
sem but shared in by the disoipless

Ohrist wills a olose commmion with His believers. His will
nore is also the Fabber's will, for there is complete unsnimity in
the Godhead.

Yorse 5:
"Righteous Father, the world indeed did mot kmow you, but I did
know you, and these kmow that you have sent me."
The nominative or voostive for "Father" does not alter the mean=
ing of the termj; other textual variations are minor.
dg’%cg‘; ==pightecus, passing just judgment on others; Jjudiolal
| memning of the term: rendering to each his due.
_E.g'.-.. ﬂ-‘—boﬂu..md: indeed«es.but;y Elsner, Lmmpe and Good=
speed translate the first g« with "though." Simoox

has: "Hhile the world knew thee not, though 1 knew



thee, these om their Im"lzu,.."’s S8imilerly
Westootts It serves to coordinmate the two main
clauses. Foroe is to say, tw feots are equally
truee It is true that the world knew thee notj
it is true that these knew that thou didst send
me." 9¢ Our translation gives a simple interpre-
tation. "The world indeed did nctesebut Ieeces
and thesoe"

Meaning of the verse:

The gppeal here is to God's justices=that the belleving may
not share the fate of this unbelieving world,

"Righteous Father®”. He is righteous and merits all confidense
for His truthfulness a;\d'goodlu:aan the world, Wr. nisunderstands
mi and does not Ikmow about His wondrous love.?8

Repetitions here of' previous ideas show again that Christ
wanted to emphasize the cleavage between the world and the ohild
of God with rescunding force, There is only one significant dif=
feronce between the world end the Christlian. One knows the true
God, the others do note The world dld mot know Gods It could not
know Him, except through Christ, and the world has wholly rejected
'chr!.at-

This Christ lmmrthe true God as His only Father in eternity,
understood Him completely, had tho seme will as the Father. Ilow
the disoiples and sll Christiens understand fully and are certain
that Christ is the ambassador of the Father. "God sent forth his

98’ Dode; oRe E_‘E—. Pe 8456,
9., Ibid,
95, Zahn, ope 2!..‘!3_0. Pe 259,




son, made of & woman, made under the lsw, to.redeem them that were
under the law."96 We might draw on the powerful truth told in
Jdohn 33116, Christ is now surming up His teaching and the purpose
of His life, Any one of these passages contains the whole Gospel
AniGompaot; £oxmy EECE OIS ML It par v Ao LR iae 0wl v
from the master teacher and greatest linguist of el times He
ectually spoké heavenly truths in simple langneges FEven in our
English trenslation most. of the words sre monosyllabice It tekes
nothing less than the crucifixion of lmguege itself to dlsclaim
the delty of Christ, His spostleship from the Fsther, His eternity.

Terse 26:

"ind I have made known to them your neme and I shall mske 1%t
known, that the love with which you heve lovéd mey be in them, snd
I in them."

No significant textual oriticism.

%%zde(’g from ﬂ“’@’ "a) -emgke knownj eorist snd
future; ceusative form of knowe=to ceamse
_someone %o lnow. '

o E;m‘;’ -<love, highest lave, love of God towerd Christ,
and of men toward God end ons encther: whether
in soul or _o:pened- It surpasges friendship,
£414a1, intersexual love. :
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P . ssmhichy like the cognate ssousstive; relative

96 Galatiaus 414.
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shows use of ascusative of inner ocontent,
used qlso with ecousative of person, the
double uouuti.u."

Meaning of the verees
] Here is the fitting olimax .o!;' this prayer of prayers. The
at;sdy- progress upward has resched the pesk. Shortly after these
vords were spokog dhr!.at went into Gethsemsne to relse the curtain
" on the most unjust sot; end yot most necessary event of Imman historys
"I have mede known your neme to them" .restates what He has ssid
ell alonge The fubure verb following leads into the desth; says
Voeiss, snd sending of the Spirit, sgys Westoott; in which events
Christ would meke known with even greater force tie neme of the
Father, the reality of God's grace emd mercy for fallen menkinds %8
Dods suggests that the end in view is that the love with whioh the
_ Father loved Son might rest on His disciples.

Ho oontinues to meke His neme knowvn through meachings Through
tho tesching of God's essence and attributes, the love of the Father
would be transmitted to them and they would sbide in the Sons Thus
the wonderful cozmmnion would be made perfects

The last snd finest word, "and I in them" is the end and oromn
of ells His dessire for this intimate communion with His followers
is tho finel end most striking proof of His loves

97, Robertson, o .G_i_t_o. De 4786
98, DYods, 22-0 oy Pe 848,



Sumary of the Exegetical Study
+  From the depths of the soul the Savior spesks sloud to His heavenly
Father. He asks for the restoration of glory now that His work on earth
is completeds That work is the full redemption of mankind. It needsd
only the suffering and death of the God-man, Jesus Christ. Christ has
revealed to men the true God and they have come to believe in that God
end His Son, the Savior Jesus. This knowledge of theirs is the begine
ning of eternal life for them, sinco that life is accepted, apprehended
and possessed by feith, that is, knowledge and trust, in the true God,
as Christ revealed Him to them in His Word. The glorification which He
could ascomplish as the Jew Joesus is complete. He prays therefore for
the continuing glorification in heaven as the orowned Son of God.
Restoration of divine glory to Christ meant a higher glory for God
the Father. These disciples soon would publish far and wide the Gos-
pel of salvation so that men everywhere might oonfess that Jesus is
the Lord to the glory of God the Father.

Turning His attention to the needs of the disciples Christ
elsborates on the mamner in which He had accomplished His purpose of
glorifying God. He has rovealed God by word end deed to the dlsciples
who were essigned to Hime So powerful was this influence thet the
disciples accepted the Word of Gode They kept ite. They undarstoéd
now His reletionship with the Father and the mission which the Father
had commissioned Him to perform. With His work drawing to a olose
end His subsequent removal from the socene impending Jesus felt keenly
what His ebsence would involve. The strong coursge of the disciples
might melt eway as they faced the herculean job of evengelising the

worlde



They needed unity == oneneas of purpose and fellowship, Until now
Christ had carefully watched over end guarded them. . Yot one was lost for
the fulfillment of prophecy == the son of perdition, the traitor; Judas
Isoariot, "which slso betrayed Him." TVhen He was made known others would
_ feel sheken, Peter's denial would cause some t¢ tremble imwardly.

They needed joy == that heppiness vhich Ohrist had, heppiness in
Imowing God and doing His will. Regardless of the bitter hatred which
the world would mster against them, hatred generated by their falthe:
fulness to the Word of God, such felthfulnoss ncccasarily inwvolving a
disdain end sbstinence from worldly revelry, from popular sin == regards
loss of that enmity Christ desired end preyed that His disciples be
heppy. 'Trus Joy is therefore sn intrinsic part of Christienity. In ~
the world the disciples mst continue to live end operate. Christ did
not promote ascetiocism == but their intercourse with the world should
serve not to identify them with naturel man, but to bring into sharper,
olearer foous the dfference between a.child of the world and a child
of God in Christ.

They needed consefration end sanctification == gincere devotion
%o their tasks and to their Gode Christ prayed that they be sanctified
in truth. God provides. the whols truth. Christ was convinced that this
truth would at onoce consecrate them for their work and bring them into
a oloser relationship with Him end the Father.

Jesus brosdens the scope of His prayer to include ell Christians
of all time. He blueprints the pattera of the growth of the church,
saylng that "faith cometh by hearing” the word of the spostles. This
growth end spread of the Ohristiam Church under the spostles, and
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laber, will endanger its unity. So 1t ig in this area of tleology
that Christ brings His prayer to a close.

He prays for the presorvation of immer unmity of the Church, with
His unity with the Father as a model. He mnoum.sos that 1t is His will
that His disciplos of every age be with Him forever, to behold His divine
glory and mejesty. This unity with Christ beginning on‘earth and lasting
forever is to be yroof positive to the world that God the Father loves
those who are in Christs Without Christ the world fumbles in 1@5“:&0
of the true God and His grase, There is plainly only one path to the
mensions of heaven, namely, Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth amnd the
Lifes No man comsth to the Father but by Him.

‘Finelly He promises Go-keep on msking known the Father's name,
involving the preaching of the Fatherfs love in Christ, that the lave
which God so offered Christ, and which united them into an inseparsble
wnion in the godhead might be given to Christ's followers t00, snd
that Christ might live in them forever. Here is the olimax of the
ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ: It is the only complete prayer
vhich He offered to the Father which is recorded in full in Seripture.
John has done us a service that osn never be measured in transmlbting
this prayer to us. For in it we have the loftiest truths of all
Soripture, the camplete Gospel of Christ, told in simple language,
which even in translation is mostly words of one syllable.




The Doctrinal Study
A: Bibliology

In theological parlance, bibliology is the term for the doctrine
of Holy Soripture ooncerning the origin, the properties and the pur-
poses of the Bible.%® The chapter under conslderation has numercus
references to the spoken wrds of Jesus; the word which He received
from 'the Father and the worad which the disciples and their suscessors
would later preach.

The church confesses according to the Soriptures that the Holy

"Bible has divine origin. This chapter provides verses six, eight and
fourteen in support of this dootrine. 5 When Jam says in verse eight,
"Because I have given them the sayings vhich You had given to Me,"

Ho indicates that His teachings, the very words which Hs spoke, He
has received as a gift from the heavenly Father.  Again in verse
fourteen He rofers to, "Your wrd", likewlse in verse six.

Quite evidently Jesus points out thet His teschings have their
origin in God. Thereby He places His religious concepts above all
humen philosophy or man-mede religion. In His religious activity He
has merely been the spokesman of God the Fathers He hes trensmitted
from God to men the wisdom of God and His plen for men. It is this
divine origin of Seripture which the Christian church has steadfastly
maintained and must continue to defend in a world that sccepts only
humen wisdoms

The nearest this chepter comes to a reference to the doctrine of
inspiration, vhereby the church teaches that inspired pemmen wrots the
thoughts end words which the Holy Spirit breathed into their thirk-
ing, is e remark in verse twenty concerning all those who

99, A. Le Grasbuer, Outlines of Dootrinal Theology, De Se




will come to believe on Christ, "Through their word." That the word
of the apostles would have the power to oreate faith, a divine ast,’
preaupposes that it has a divine origin. Indirestly, therefore, 'Jesus-
refers to the spoken end written ward'of the apostles as being inspired
of Gode

Properties of the Bible which come under consideration in g doc=
trinel study of this chapter are its divine authority smd its efficesys’

Thet simple statement of the Savior's, “Your word is truth”
establishes the divine amthority of the Seripture and recommends it
as the only infallible source and morm of dootrine and rule of 1ife.
Here Jesus ochoes the sentiments of the Psalmist who wrote; '"Thy word
is true from the beginming,™100

Lenskl says of verse 1:71

"It certifies the inerrancy end infallibility of Scripture

exoepting no portion of it. The holy garment of the Word

is seamless; it has no rent of errors == or call them mis=

takes == which hands today mmst sew up. Thy word =- signi-

fies all of it, the Word of the 0ld Testement on which'

Josus placed His approval again snd again, plus the revela=-

tion that Jesus added in person with the promise of its

perfect preservation on through the Peraclete (14:26j

16:13)." = ps 1149,

Similerly, when Jesus uttered the words, "Samotify them in the
truth” in verse seventeen and again when He said, "Those who come to
believe on He through their word" He gave powerful testimony to the
efficeoy of Soripture. These and similar passages have prompted the
church to teach that the power of the Holy Spirit is indissolubly

united with the words themselves and that the Spirlt utilizes the

100. Psalm 119: 160




words in transforming the: hearts and minds 6f humsn beings.
Finally, the purposes’ of Soripture may be seen in this chepter:

| oonverting the unregenerate; (verse 8), preserving the child of God
| in felth, consecrating the falthful o holiness of 1ife, oombating
error.with truth, (verse 17)-=these and others msy be gleaned from
the verses in this Secerdotal Prayer.
While not the most importent teaching of this chepter, the
dootrine oonoerning the Holy Soripture certainly has zot been neglected,
or left unclear in this wnlque prayer of the Savior.

B: Theology Proper: The Dootrine of God.

In His Sacerdotal Prayer the Savior opens His haart; the heart
of God in man to reveal to ﬁinful men the mysteries of Gods Throughout
this seotion of Soripture we '5ei= a glimpse of God's charester, His
personality, His integrity, His love for humen be!.ngu, His wi:lil.. His
Justice, His truth, His moroy and grace. ' .

The uﬁf.thmable character of God is seen in verses 2, 3, 21 and
25, These passages from the ohqéte;-_-under consideration show the
various aspeots of God md foroefully desoribe His integrity as wells
That one expression, "the only true God" uugéeata many dootrinal cone
cepts. At once it demolishes all hope of the hesthen in their false
gods end establishes monothelsm as the true idea of Gode That this
only tm Goci is seen in the teachings and 1life of Jesus Christ shows
how the‘great and true God determined to revesl His nature to sinful
men, Flainly th.'-uupuuge stresses the unity of God. There iz smd
ocsn be only one true and living Gode "There is nome else beside him."101

101« Deuteronomy 4336



ad "seeseboside me there is no God."102 gd In the New Testament, "But
to us there is but ome God*103 prove comelusively thet the Luthsran
scholars who drafted the Augsburg Confession were correct in stating,
"there is one Divine Essence which is called end whioh is God."104

The perlaonauty of God is evident from the very fact of ‘the pray-
or itself. A God who ean give people into the csre and keeping of
another person, who can send His Son into the world, who ean keep human
beings from beinz influenced toward evll, who is sscorded the neme,
"Father," and who is capable of love certainly must be a person snd not
merely a force and influence. He is a spirit, complete and subsisting
in Himsel£.2° Yet this seme God is desoribed as having a glory equal
with the Son, "which I had at your side befare the world existed"
(verse §) and in that passage the plurality of persons in the Godhead
comes to our gttentions Thelr unity in essence coupled with their
individuel personslities brings us to the threshhold of the great
mystery of the trinity, when compared with other passages of the Sorip-
ture, ".e<.in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy
Ghost«"108 The unity in trinity is assumed in this chapter withoub
being olearly stateds Such an assumption is a compelling proof of its
reality. _ ¢ ~

From the personality of God we may proceed to H:I.s_ characteristics
or attributes. Those guiescent aspeots of His nature, indivisibility,
jmmutability md infinity, which dogmaticians catalog are not at all
prominent in this section of Soripture. However, the operative

102, Isalsh 44:6.
103. I Corinthians 8:8

104, Triglotta, p. 45.
106. ﬁu%cr. ope 0ite, pe 17,
1068, Matthew 26:19
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attributes of God which sre to bo understood from this chepter are His
wisdom, His will, His justice, His truth, His goodness end His power.

When the Lord God committed the authority over all human flesh to
His Son and whon He sent His Son to reveal Himself that those who ssoepted
His Son would underatand both the true God and receive eternal 1lifs, He
gave evidenoe of His divine wisdom by which He devises, disposes snd
directs the proper mesns to proper ends in the plan of selvation.197
These sams actions of God may be adduced to show His will, tha% is the
accomplishment of His designs snd the fulfillment of His counsels. It
was the Father!s will that placed the disciples in the cere and keeping
of Jesus Christ end His wlll likewise 'bhat these disoiples an_hiew a
unity among themselves and with the Lord Jesus vhich approaches the unity
in the Godhead itself. This comolusion follows from the fact that Christ
assumes an oquality with God and in stating His own will, by that faolt
itself, is uttering the will of God.

Thet appellation, "0 rightecus Father,” (verse 25) strongly
supports end defines the justice of God. He is e Jjudge whose Judgments
are in perfect conformity with His lewse 00

M¥ore intimately then enyone who ever wallked this earth the Lord
Jogus knew the hesvenly Father. TWhen, therefore, He oells the Father,
"righteous" it is assuredly true that He is exactly what Jesus says
He is, a true md immtably just judge, as the Pselmist says, "The
Lord is rightecus in sll His ways and holy in all His works."109

107. Grasbner, gi_: oite, pe 50,
108, Ibide, pe h
109. TFsalm 146: 17.




Thus the heavenly Father is one who executes His good and grasious
will ﬁpon His children and upon the mr;d eocording to His own righteous
neture and holy purpose.

Tihet wo have oonoluded regarding the righteousness of God msy well
be Yrensmitted to establish His truthfulness. It is impossible to cone
oeive of a élvime being whose very word is truth itself without con=
cluding that that belng is faithful end true and that his actions are
in full conformity with his words. We cite the reasoning of Paul from
Romens, "For whot il some did not believe? Shall thelr unbelief make
the falth of God without offect? God forbidlt Yea, let God be true,
but every man a liary as it is written, that thou mightest be justis
. fied in Thy ssyings, md mightest overoome when Thou wrt judged"110

In close comestion with the justice, the will and the truthful-
ness of God, is His 'goodness. Under the term goodness w@ include God's
love, tenevolence, grace and marcys when John penned the faniliar words
of verss three, "iow this is the eternsl 1if® that they know You as
the only trus God and Jesus Christ vhom you have semt,” he,w have
recallsd what he wrote in the third chapter of this gospel, as he
sumned up the frod nows of smlvation in the femiliar sixteenth verse.
The glft of God being eternal life to everyons vho believes plainly
evinces His matchless love even as His solicitous attitude toward the
disciples in protecting and defending them from evil clearly indicates
His bonevolences These individuals who are the objects of God's

110. Romans 53 Jyée
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benewlence regardless of whether or not they morit His kindness, have
experienced to a large degree inexplicsble grace of Gode

This attribute of grace in God lies in close proximity to His
meroy. These individual oharacteristics of God are noted here to ocome
plote the study of His nature but we reserve the full explenation of
these actiona and their effects upon human beings to a later chapter,
nanely thet on Soteriology.

Finally, divine power is asoribed to the lord who is the maker
of leavan and earth md for whom nothing is impossible,?! His power
in being cble to fMmlfill this prayer of Christ's bringing sbout a unity
enong human beings which is almost a divine unity, preserving the dlss
oiples in His nmme, bestowing that divire glory upon Christ which He
possessed in etornity, having in His suthority the destinies of men
far surpasses the limited power end authority of mortal men,

In summary we Iave aoru'ﬁini.sad, this preyer of the Lord Jesus
in ; eoffort to got better acqueinted with Gods The many dootrinel cone
cepts which bave sprung from the wrds in the process of intervretation
set this chepter aside as the one in Holy Soripture which tells us the
most sbout God in the simplest languages Theologians have all through
the centuries matohed thelr most adgtute minds vith these simple words
in e effort to defire the concepts of God which Jau_u revealeds
Togmaticiens have been forced to write volumes in an effort to explain
the simple yet unfathomeble mysteries of the trwe Gods

111. Luke 1:37.




0. Cosmology

Dogmatioians define Commology as the dootrine of the Holy Sorip-
tures conserning the genesis, nature and estates of oreated things and
1s divided into Cosmology proper, Angelology and Anthropology.ll? In
the present chepter the third seotion, Anthropology, alone requires
consideration. Specifiocally, verses 6, 9, 12 and 14 comtain the cone-
tribution of this chapter to the cosmological segment of the sorpus
dootrinae.

That ell men-belong to God may be concluded from the stetement,
"thine they were," and "none of them is lost but the son of perdition.”
The falthful disciples as well as the traltor, Judas, are God's property
by right of creation.

Jesus excludes unbelisvers from the pale of this prayer. He says,
"I do not prey for the world." Lenski explains this statement in these
words, "This special intercession deals with believers only inasmch as
they elone are able to receive the gifts which the Father has for his
children." Elsewhere Jesus certainly preyed for unbelievers; for ine
stance, His first utterance from the oross, "Father, forgive them for they
know not what they do." This indicates His consern for the worlde But
in this preyer the difference between the world end believers is stead-
fastly maintelned.

The fect thet the disciples are not of the world, even as Christ
is not of the world brings upon them the ceaseless emmity of the world,
verse 14, Christ md His followers are tisobject of this hatred beosuse
the world belongs to the kingdom of evil snd is eternally opposed to

the ‘kingdom of righteousness.

118! Gr”bner. 2‘ ﬁ.. Pe 47




Perhaps the grestest p:-obil.m' in this chspter under this section
is the expression, "theé son of perdition." The divine government of -
evil ocupled with the !'oroknew;lpdge of God are present in the defection
of Judas Iscariot, The evil. -apt.ot‘ Judas was forelmewn and prophesied
in the 0Old Testament. God merely direoted this evil sot to the end whish
He desired, acoording to His wisdom, goodness and justice. Judas, being
a temporary believer, if a believer at all, was wmder the law and ‘its
condemnation, not under grace, 113

'm Christology

Fundamental o the religion of Jesus Christ is the tesching of
His neture and person, His office and wrk. Widespread division om
this dootrine has preoip:l.tnted the omtrovorliu that mntually split
the churoh and continues to divide certain segments of the Christiam '
Churoh today. Basic to the understanding of Christ's work is en
understanding of who He ise In the Sacerdotal Prayer we have from the
1lips of Jesus Himself the answer to many of these theologioal and ohr_ia-
tologleal problems. 'WO survey them in the ﬁonoﬂ.ns paragraphs.

In noting Christ's relation with the F-ﬁlar. we have some deﬂni.te
olues in the present ohaptorl Verses 1, 2, 6, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. 21,
22, 23, 24, 25, 26. Vhen Josus addresses God as "Father" in asking for
the same glory vh‘ich God has, when He states that that glory was His
in eternlty with the Father, and when He refers to the Father and
Himself possessing all things in common wa_.ont'-oh [ glinpse of the
intimate 'relgtionship obtaining between these persons in the Godhuq.

113, J. T ¥iller, Ohristien Dogmstios, p. 598.
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This prayer rust certainly have guided the Counclil of Nicea in 325 A.De
when they drafted the words, "hegotten of the Father before sll worldses.”
in the Hioene Creed. The Futher-Son-relat:l.onahiﬁ is complete and p&fect.
The perfection of this o;mplete' unanimity between the Father and
the Son and the very unity which exiete in the Gedhend mey bs mmderstood
from expressions as "even as we are one" .ﬁd "just as we.” Here the use
of the personal pronoun "we" has a pmrrui meaning in establishing the
unity of essence and purpose :ln the Godhead.
From this perfection flows the logical conclusion that Christ is
at once true God and true man., Significantly enough most attacks on
the deity of Ohrist begin with an attempt o dseredit the authentieity
and genuiness of the Gospel of Saint Jolme Nany verses of this chepter
demolish the arguments against the_d.e!.ty of Christ and establish Him
a8 the divine Savior. One of the perogatives of God is the bestowing
of the gift of eternal 1ife and we see in verse 2 that Jesus assumes
that emthority for Himself. In calling Himself God's Son md asking
for the glory which He bad as the pre-existent Logos end which He
desires to be restored to Him is another unmistekeble indication of
His divinity. | '.
‘Further, the commmity of property which Jesus mtionbl and which
was referred to in discussing His relationship with the Father idequ:boly
demonstrates that the equality with the Fether must necessarily mean
deity. Similerly, the words "as thou, Father; ert in me, and I in thee"
show His wnity with God the Father snd hence slso His deity. In sumary
these verses show that Christ olaims for Himself divine attributes,

divine works and divine glory, .
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In the 1life of Christ scholars distinguish between the state of

humilietion and the state of exaltation in the realm of Christisn doo= f
trines This prayer largely desoribes the state of exaltation, inasmch |
as the former condition of humiliation is rapidly drawing to a olose and |
will soon pass into history. There are, however, soms reminders in this |
prayer of the faot that Jesus did vell His divine majesty and power for

2 time:. In verse two the fact that Jesus acknowledges that the Father

hes given Him power or suthority over all flesh end in verse five where

Ho asks for a restoration of His former glory, there is an allusion to

the state of humiliation. With these few exseptions the prayer very

properly sets before us the Savior as a glorified Lords Indeed it was

spoken during the time whon Christ was being humbled and made obedient

unto death, but it previews His life after the resurrection when His

glory will be restored end His falthful followers will one by one lay

down the arms of battle and come to find rest in Him.

Generally we divide the work of Christ into three categories,
defined by His three-fold office as our Prophet, Priest and King |
As our Prophet He has "manifested God's name to men." He has been
aotive as the shepherd of souls in keeping those who had been entrusted
to Him in God's neme and in guarding them so that none would be lost,
except the son of perditions In verse twenty Jesus indicates that even
after He has 1sft this earth His prophetic office would be contimued by
the disoiples since He prays, "For those who will believe in Me through
their worde" In the closing verse of the ohapter the two aspects of
Ohrist's prophetio office, combining His own aftivity with that of His
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feithful followers in the future; find a synthesis in the words "I ’
have made known to them your nmme and I.will make it known."
‘When our great High Priest uttered this Sacerdotal Prayer He gave
a olear picture of the nature of His priestly office. The words, "I
pray for" which ocour again and again indlceate that Jesus has made and

ocontinues to make preyers for His people.’ These prayers may be termed
intercessory petitions and with this in view we can see that the whole
chapter from begiming to end brings out the sacerdotal charaster of |
the wrk of Christ. . '
Finelly, the kingly office of Christ may be understood from the
feot that He has both euthority over all flesh (Eingdom of Power), that
He has authority to bestow eternal 1ife upon the eleot (Kingdom of Grase),
and that Ee is looking for a return of His former glory which He will
then share with the faithful (Eingdem of Glory),
This brief survey of the person and work of Christ, as defined
and desoribed in the Saserdotal Prayer merely affords the reader a:
taste of the dootrinal richness of this chapter in this area of theology.

E: Soteriology
In addition to the signifiosnt truths which have already been
considered 4% s evident that the most imporbant sbject discussed in
the chapter fits into the m.dsegory of soteriology. This is the doctrine
of Holy Soripture ccncerning the epplisation of the merits of Christ to
the individuel simner, whereby the simmer is led to the possession and

enjoynext of these blessings shich Christ has mrited for all maktna,l1¢

114. Grasbner, ops oits, pe 164/



In our use of the term soteriology we include the two subdivisions
which some dogmaticians moke of pneumstology (dootrine comcerning the Holy
Spirit and His eotivity) and ecclesiology (doctrine of the church and

_ministry.) References throughout the ohapter to this section of dootrinal
theology meke the attempt to oatalogue all of the aspects of these doc-
trines a rather impossible task. However we shall attempt to swmmarize
the varilous teachings set forth.

The instrumentel cause in salvation is.understood by dogmaticiens
to be the means of grace, the Gospel and Sacraments. Verse twenty
is one of the outstanding passages in Soripture to substantiate the power
of the Tiord in its sbility to convert and its promise of belng success-
fule "The Word is the vital msens and the root of faith, At omce it
eppears how dangerous it is to be ignorant of the Word or to alter and
faloify 1t in any Way sessapart from the Word there is no church, because
there is no felth apart from the Words and the church is constituted

out of those end those alone who have £alth,"116

Earlier in the prayer Jesus intimates that the disolples having
heard the Word have kept 1t. In 80 doing they 'gi'n gsilent testimony
to its power to convert the simmer, demonstrating thet it is truly a
meens of grases We find in this chapter no reference to either of the
Secraments. | _

In discussing the Word as a means of grace it is ilwl neocessary
to keep in mind that its power oan be resisteds This chepter brings the
figure of Judas, the son of perdition, before our eyes. If a man whe
companied with the Savior during the three years of His public ministry

116, Lenski, 220 2!2.' Pe 1154,
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oould and did defect, there is a stern warning here ageinst willful
resistance to the Words Such resistance is possible and frustrates
the attempt of God to save en individual.

The work of the Holy Spirit in using en instrumental cmse, the
means of grace, to change the lvarts of men is assumed all along but
is not definitely stated in the chapter itself. l'hd;- these disciples
and others are called into the Kingdom of God through the Gospel cannot
be denied, but the activity of the Holy Spirit as a person is not men-
tioned. Likewlise the act of conversion itself, which Soripture attri-
butes to the work of the Holy Spirit, is assumed both in the case of
the disciples am; future believers.

"The aot of saving faith is the scceptance of the benefits of
Christ offered through the means of grase by kmowledge of, ascent to,
end reliance on the teachings and promise of the Gospel and, especially,
confidence in Chri st, "116 .In verse elght the Savior speaks of the
disciples having received the Word which Christ has been given by the
Father and believing that the Father hes sent Hims On the other hamd,
the disoiples were now in the state of saving faith as seen from verse
six and they are to be kept in that state as we understend from verse
seventeen.

In disoussing the major objective of the 1life of Christ, universal
redemption, we cite verse four. Jesus says, %T have finished the work
which you gave me to d." This work was simply the objective justifi-
oation of the entire worlde His reference to future actions that still
were to ooour as being in the past indicate the certainty with which He

116. Graebner, 22- 2&0. Pe 186.




approached the. final phase of His ministry of reconciliation. Agein in
verse eleven Jesus indioates that He is roturn:lng' to His heavenly glory
and will no longer remain in the world. Therefore His work was complete.
In consequence of the fulfillment of this work, the disciples have ex=
perienced peace with God since Jesus speaks of the Father es loving them
with the sme love vhich Ho had for the Son (vérse 25) and specifically
requests that the disciples may perticipate in the joy which Christ ex=
perienced in His close union with the Father (verse 14) end olso the
£inal comfort expressed in verso 24 that Jesus 'desires His felthful
followers to be with Him in glory everlasting.

Sul.r;leot!.va Justification inwlves the acceptance by the individual
of the merits which Christ has secured offered in the Gospel. It ocours
as a simultaneous act in the process of conversion end it ushers in the
sanotification of the individual believer. Here the work of the Holy
Spirit is attributed to the Father when Jesus asks, "Smmotify them in
the truth; your word is truth.™ This shows that Father, Son and Spirit
participate commonly in the several divine aots vhich Soripture desoribes.
Thus the unity of the Godhead is emphasized egain end sgain. Preserva-
tion of the disciples in the truth inwolved their inorease in knowledge
and wisdom of God, their daily putting off of the old men and putting on
of the new man, their progressive sanctification end their performance
of good works.

Further this smotification would inolude the preyer of Jesus in
verse eleven that their unity end fellowship be pormement, and the
statement in verse fifteen that they should be kept from evil. As
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consecrated followers of the Savior these disociples in their senotification
are complstely separate from the world of wmbelievers. The Word has
trought about this separation and the preyer leaves no doubt that the
world is cognizant of this cleavage.

When we oonsldo_r these few disoiples as a unit snd add to them
the believers from their day down to this end to the end of time, we
have what Scriptures term the Church, whtl: the Creed calls the "Holy :
Christian Church, the commmnion of saints,” and whet dogmatiolans have
termed the invisible Church, the una sancta. References to this tesach-
ing are numerous in this chepter. In verse eleven Jesus prays for the
unity of the cluroh, asking that it be comparsblg or at least that it
spproach the unity which obtains in the Godheads In verse twenty we
have the definite promise of the contimuence of the Church until the
end of time. Againinmsetuan@m?houniﬁyuft@a&%
is esked oven as we noto its invisibility and its _m!.verul!.t‘y. The
purpose of this unity is oxpressed as the winning of thrs for Christ.
It goes without saying that this wmity can only be achisved through
the sincere and entirely felthful asceptamce of all the teachings of
Christ es they are revealed in the Soriptures. Any failure to change,
revise or add to these teachings cen only result in disumity and
division. :

As mgnb;rs of the invisible Church form for themselves visible
churches they rightfully possess the rights end privileges which Christ
bestowed upon the spostless In this chepter the ministry of the Church,
specifioanlly the office of the holy ministry of the Gospel, is referred
to often. In verse eighteen Jesus ccmperes His own spostleship from the
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Father with the sending of the egpostles out to preash and tessch the
Gospel. He asks that they be conseorsted in their office. He asks
that thelr work be marked with a singleness of purpose smd unity which

would give evidensce to the world of their Savior amd their divine calling.

Here we might refer to what dogmaticians call the inio mystioca.
This is the mystical union which 1s brought ebout through the Gospel end
consists in the intimate fellowship and communion between the believer
and his Savior. The real nature of this union is desoribed snd defined
in verse twenty-two. It is one of the objeots of the work of the holy
ministry that believers be olou‘ly united in love and service to their
Saviors Other Soriptural references which immediately come to mind
are the eighth chepter of Romans, IT Peter 1l:4j; II Corinthians 3:18;
I John 3:2. The imputation of glory which believers share from Christ
unites them ever the more closely to Him in a spiritual relationship
whioh epprosches the relationship between the Father and the Son (verse
twenty=two)s Believers, therefore, are made participants in the divine
nature of Christe They become Christians, "little Christs". They be=-
come sons of God, John 1:12. In verse twentysthree Jesus elaborates on
the complete realization of the mystical union, showing that it is a
union more complete than eny relationships in the human sphere. It
is a perfootion toward which Christians strive with one end in view,
that the world mey believe that Christ is the Son of God and that
God has expressed His matchless love through the sending of His Son to
redeem the world.

All believers, with the ministry included, find themselves in=-
volved in a lifelong battle against the devil, the wrld and ths fleshe
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It is this struggle which leads dogmaticisns to desoribe the Church on
earth as the Church Militent. The hatred of the world whioh Jesus mene
tions in the chapter, the preservation of the disciples from evil and
the prayer for wnity all presupposes the ceaseless warfare which the
Church mst carry on in meinteining its existence in a world that is
entagonistic to its teaching end its King. After this battle has been
victoriously completed, first for the individual, finally for the whole
"Christien Church" there will emerge the Church Triumphent to which
Josus makes reference vhen Ho asks that all believers be with Him to
behold His glory forever (verse 24),

In the last division of this branch of theology we consider
the dootrine of predestination whioh is also known as the election of
grece. WVhile it is trus that the statement in verse nine does nmot
specifically define this teaching as cleerly as does the first chapter
of Ephesiens, whercby we belisve that God has eleoted in Christ a certain
definite number for salvation prompted only by His grace in Christ, and
in due times calls, sanctifies, preserves them unto eternal life, it is
nonetheless certain that when Jesus makes a distinotion between the world
and His disciples in the prayer stating that He is praying for the one
eand not the world He adds to our knowledge and teaching of the election
of graces Some have objected that vorse twelve is credited with a
reference to this dootrine, simce it mentions Judas as being given to
Christ and yet being lost. But a comparison of verse nine with verse
eleven shows that the election did mot inolude Judas and need nob
therefore be ruled out in verse twelve. Lenski explains, "Usually,
however, Judas is taken to be "the sad exseption' (Bengel) in whom
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all the guarding and protecting of Jesus failedee.But this is not correct.
Judas is not an exception, ho was never given to Jesus by the Father."1l7
These .referenoea in the chepter to the election of grace -u.dd to its doc=

trinal richmess and indicate how meny different teachings the Lord Jesus
has compressed into these few words whioch are under oonsideration.

F: Eschatology.

The teaching of Holy Soripture conserning the end of temporal
life, the secoond advent of Christ, the resurrection of the dead, final
Judgment, the conswmation of all things, the everlestinz demnation of
the wicked and the eternal bliss of the jJust in the world to come is
known to dogmaticians as esohatology-ne

Verse twenty-four sets before the Bible scholar the prayer of
Jesus that His falthful followers be with Him, wherever He is, to be-
hold His glory. Since death, temporal death, is known to be an ex=
perience through vhich all mst pass, with the exception of those who
remain alive at the Lord's coming; this verse of the chepter presumes
a resurrection of the dead if they are to be with Christ, elive, be-
holding His glory forever and ever. The teaching of the resurrection
of the dead therefore may be inferred from this verse.

Similarly the reference in verse two to the anthority vhich Christ
hes over ell flesh includes His authority for finel judgment. The
labter part of that same verse in spesking of His bestowing of eternal
1life likewise is properly understood to have an eschatologioal meaning.

In verse twelve we have noted repeatedly the reference to Judas
as the son of perditiome Jesus refers to him as being "lost" or

117, Lenski, ope 0lte; Pe 1138,
118, Grnbn;r'.'gg_g—'i. Sites Pe 226




ll.tn'ally,;'perishod'- Parallel Soripture passages to this event are
Psaln 41:10; Psalm 109185 Romans 14:14; Matthew 23:15. In this reference
from the chgpter therefore, Josus shows that there is such an estate as
eternal demmation and thab even ome who was very near to Him during His
earthly life has inherited this estate, since hé did not possess saving
felth,

In ell dogmatioel works, with few exceptions, the last teaching
which comes up for consideration is' the dootrine of Holy Seripture re=-
garding eternel life. Tho verses which ere applicable to this teaching
from this chapter are: 2; 3, 13, and 24. Ve have discussed them under
other sections from other points of wiew. It is necessary therefore,
only briefly to rehearse their applicsbility to this final section of
eschatology.

; We note that verse two asoribes to Jesus the power to bestow
eternal life, complete heppiness in heaven, including fellowship with
the Father, Son and Spirit for all eternity. In verse three Jesus
desoribes at once the nature end method of apprehension of eternal life
when He says, "Now this is the eternel life, thet they know you as the
only true God snd Jesus Christ vhom you have sent." Flainly eternal
life already begins as soon as saving falth is created in the heart of
the individual believer. Here on earth we kmow in part the true God
through the revelation of His Son, Jesus Christ. Yonder in eternity
we shall imow Him fully and completely, even as we aleo are kmown.
Knowing God is therefore the nature of eternal life and this believing
knowledge is slso the mode of receiving it.
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Lastly, the prayer of Jesus includes a petition thet the disciples -
would expsrisme the fullness of joy which He had kuown md that they
might be with Him in ell ebernity to behold His glory. In that comnection
Ho asks that the Father mske known ‘o them His great love toward them
s0 theb they might ultimabely remsh the gal of ebernal life. The
indesoribable blessedness which these __nnd similer expressions regerding
everlesting life contain beggar dol_ur!.p'.biqn. Words simply cannot convey
the full meaning of this passage or others, for example, Peul's Tefersnce
in First Corinthians to Isaleh 64 verse 4, “Eye hath not seen, n.nr ear
heard, neithsr have entered into the heart of msn, the things which God
hath prepared for them that love him."




Summary of the Doctrinal Study

In this portion of this trentise the wriber has 'at'hnphd to
trace briefly the teachings of Holy Soripture which are found in the
Secerdotal Prayer. We began with Christ in étomu;y. oarried Him through
His earthly 1ife, the work of reconcilistion, continued with the es=
tablishment of the church, the office of t.he holy ministry, the pre-
servation of the Church to the end of time, the finsl julgment, the
demation of the wicked and the ow:fluﬁ.ng bliss of the felthful,
Plainly this ct;qter begins in eternity and ends in eternity. In
these few words of John's Gospel, Chapber Seventeen, the Savior has
given us what might be bermed the most brief dogastics in sll Christisn
literature. Only the articles of faith which ere of lesser import
have been omitted. All of the major teachings of the Sozf.l.p'l:ureu are
inoluded. It would be simple to write volumes on ths dootrinal oon-
tent of this chepter, but we have contented ocurselves with a swmary
sicetoh in an effort to show the richness of these few simple mono=
syllebic words vhich the Savior uttered Jl._lsla before His entrance upon
the final phase of His earthly works :
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Conolusion - -

In sumning up the contents of this paper it is unnecessery to
write en extended oonolusion to the material which has gone before.
- The purpose of this peper has been to make a thorough exegetical md
doctrinel study of the Sacerdotal Preyer of the Lord Jesus Christ.
It has boen the writer's endeavor to stand aside from the scene, to

let the simple words of the Savior speak for themselves. The simplicity

with which John gives us this prayer of Jesus, simple language coupled

with the deepest thoughts of all theology, makes it one of the greatest
treasures of Scriptures, All the major teachings of the Seriptures are

contained in this chapter.

Individually the verses preach powerful, dootrinel sermons on
the loftiest concepts of God end His love. Teken together, they form
a whole of Bible teaching that mo other chepter in Soripture can dupli=-
oate. Some of these words of Jesus may well teke volumss to explain,
but the language is so simple, mostly monosyllabic words even in our
English translation, that even a little ohild cen grasp it.

The writer has deemed it a privilege to be eble to visit for
en extended period of time in the holy of holles of Soripture. MNay
the Spirit of God grent His grace to translate this visit imto the
realities of living md preaching the Word of God all the more power=
fully, convineingly, successfully. MNay He grant that those who read
these wrds be preserved in His wondrous grace in Christ until the
tine when this volce of tl® Son of God is heard sgeln end when all the
falthful will be cslled to live together with Him in eternity, knowlng
Him face to fase, who prayed these words some nineteen centuries ago.
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