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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Purpose of the Study

The present study is an attempt to describe and to
analyze the main developments of the work of the lMissouri
Synod in Bragzil during the first half of the twentieth
century, from the beginning of its missionary work in
Brazil in 1900 to 1950.

The history of the Brazilian District is a significant
chapter in the history of the Missouri Synod. Numerically, |

the missionary work in Brazil was the most successful of

AN

the lMissouri Synod outside of The United States. The first
Missouri Synod missionary arrived in Brazil in 1900. Others
followed and in a short time the work there grew so that
W. G. Polack speaking of the first decade of the twentieth
century writes, "The work in Brazil was the most remarkable
development [of the Missouri Synodl] of this period.“l

On the basis of the sources available in the United
States this study tries to answer several questions: Why
did the Missouri Synod begin to do missionary work in
Brazil? Why was the state of Rio Grande do Sul selected for

this venture? How did Missouri Synod missionaries enter

1L
W. G. Polack, The Building of a Great Church (St.
Louis: Concordia PﬁblIshIng House, 1941), Pp. 178=179.
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the different mission fields in Rio Grande do Sul and

later in other states of Brazil? How did this missionary
work develop in half a century? What was the significance
of the Semindrio Concérdia in this development? What were

the steps taken by the Brazilian District during the first

=
-
"

fifty years of the twentieth century towards the objective

of becoming an indigenous church?
Scope of the Study

The chronological limits of this study are 1900 and
1950. In 1900 C, J. Broders, the first Missourli Synod
missionary arrived in Bragzil. In 1950 the Brazilian District
of the Missouri Synod celebrated the golden jubilee of the
Missourl Synod's missionary work in Brazil,

A short description of the German immigration iz Rio
Grande do Sul and of the religious conditions of the immi-
grants is given for a better understanding of the people
among whom this missionary work was carried out.

Brazilian political history is referred to whenever
it influenced the history of the Igreja Evangélica Luterana
do Brazil more directly. Special attention was paid to the
problem of religious freedom because of the difference
between religious legislation in Brazil and in other Latin
American countries.

Very little space is devoted to theologlcal problems

because no serious theclogical controversy shook the
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Brazilian District from 1900 to 1950. The theological

thinking of the pastors of that district was slweys quite
uniform becasuse their trzining in the Seminaries in Saint
Louis, Springfield and Porto Alegre was theologically very
similar,

One problem briefly mentioned in this study that
deserves further analysls is the relation between the
Brazilian District of the lissouri Synod and other religious
denominations in Brazil, especially the united church of

Lutheran gnd Reformed elements.

Sources

The main sources for the history of the Brazilizn
District of the Missouri Synod are the periodicals of that
church, the proceedings of its conventions, and the minutes
of its Mission Board for South America. A basic source

that covers the whole period is Der ILutheraner, which is

the most reliable and almost the only detailed scurce for
the first years. The German periodical of the Brazilian

District, the Ivangelisch~Lutherisches Kirchenblatt fuexr

Suedamerica is the source that has the greatest wealth of

information about the Braziliam District. However, it does
not cover the whole period of the study because it was sup-
pressed during both World Wers. It was published from
November, ,1903 to October, 1917; from October, 1919 to
August, 1941; and then from January, 1947 on, without further

interruptions.
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The Inglish periodical of the Missourli Synod, The
Iutheran Witness, does not have much information about the
Brazilian District in the early decades of the twentieth

century but it ls quibte valuzble for the later periods of
the study. |

The Proceedinms of the synodical coﬁvenﬁions of the
Misgsourl Synod from 1899 on, are alsc basic sources for
this study. The Progceedings of the conventions of the
Brazilian District are extremely lmportant, however, they
were only partially available, from 1905 %o 1937. After
1957 they were not printed regularly., The Statistical

Iz2arbook of the Luthoran Church--lMissouri Synod has the

most reliable statistical information for the study. Armong
uaprinted sources, the ninutes of the Mission Board for
South America contain zspacis of the history of the !Missouri
Synod's work in Brazil not found in the printed sources.
However, they were available %o the author only from 1930

to 1947.

The Portuguese periodical of the Braszilian District,
the Mensageiro Luterano was omly partially available to the
author but from the issues avallable 1% could be surmlsed
that it does not offer the same amount nor quality of in-
formabtion that the German Kirchenblastt offers.

As to sscondary authorities no extensive use was made
of any because no detsiled history of the Brazilian District
has yet been written. The only printed histories of the
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Bragllian District of some length are popular in charascter
and make very limited use of sources, The best of them is

the Fuenfundzwanzig Jahre unter dem Seudlichen Kreuz,2

which is a collection of several articles on different
aspects of the work of the Missourl Synod in Brazil from

1900 to 1925.

The Lubther-EKalender fuer Suedamerika auf dss Jahr 1951

relates some interestiag incidents that occurred during
the first fifvy years of Missouri Synod's work in Brazil,
but no attempt is mede to differentiate significant events
‘from incidental occurrences. However, the roster of passtors
and teachers of the Brazilian District placed at the end of
this annual is the only one of its kind known to the author
and was valuable for this study.

Besides these two works, still worth mentioning is
C. H. Warth's article about the Brazilian District inm the

Enciclopédia Rio Grandense, although it is very short. Ho

others besides these thrse printed accounts of some aspscts
of the history of the Brazilian District are available.

More frequent value Judgments heve not been mads Ho keep
the study as objective as possible and also bscause of pos-

sible personal involvements.

eFuenfundzwanz;g Jahre unter dem Suedlichen Zreuz,
edited by 0. H. Beer (Porto Alegre: ~: Casa Publicadora
‘Concordia, 1925).
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Conclusions

An analysis of the first fifty years of the history of
the Igreja Evangélica ILubterana do Brazil shows that the
Missouri Synod's missionary work in Brazil does not have
the characteristics of missionary work among heathens but
is mainly home mission work among Lutherans and nominal
Intherans, the majority of them of German background.

It shows that the Brazilian District faced serious .
adversities during both World Wars, especially during the
Second, and overcame them.

It shows that after fifty years, the Brazilian District
was not yeti astotally indigenous church but had already
some of its characteristies, indigenous leadership, and an
almost completely indigenous ministry; and was striving to
become a self-governing, self-propagating, and self-supporting
church. However, the great missionary opportunities that
it then faced snd that required resources above and beyond
those that the district could muster, pushed the day of

independence from the mother church farther into the future.




CHAPTER IX
THE BACKGROUND
In Brazil
Religious Legislation of Empire

Brazil became independent from Portugsl in 1822. In-
dependence brought about also a change in religious legisla-
tion. While Brazil had been under Portuguese domination
all Portuguese citizens were forced to profess the religion

1

of the State, Roman Catholicism. Acecording to Article

five of the Brazilian Imperial Constitutiom of 1824, which
continued to be the religion of the Empire but all other
religions were To be permitted, with their domestic and
private observance, in houses destined for that purpose,
without any exbterior form like a church.2 This limited
religious toleration did not constitute full religious
frgedom for Protestants. In fact, they could not be elected
to several political offices, like that of deputy or repre-

sentative.3 Even so, imperial religious toleration made

17, L. Mechem, Church and State in Latin America
(Chapel Eill: The University of North Carclina Press, 1934),
p. 308.

2Ibid., pps 307-308.

3Ibid., p. 308.
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imnigration much more atiractive for non-Roman Catholics

than 4id the previous laws.

German Immigration ln Rlo Grande duv Sul in the Hinsteenth
Century

PUNP AP TOTPIYSPIE .

The new emperor, D. Pedxrn I, was interesved in pro-

noting German immigration. The first German immigrants

P —

that came to the state of Rio Grande do Sul, the scuthern-
most state of Brazll, arrived in S8&o Lsopoldo on 25 July
1824, About four thousand Germans came to the same region
in the following flive years.4 Large groups came until the
1860s when the Prussizn govermment temporarily forbads
immigration to Brazil. The majority of these immigrants
was Protestant. When the region of Sao Leopoldo had bzen
settled, German colonles arose east of S3o Leopoldo in

the Taquare region, north of it, and in the center of the
state, in the Santa Cruz area. Also in the 1850s, large
German settlements were estsblished in the south of Rio
Grande do Sul, around Pelotas and S8o Lourengo. New groups
of immigrants and people from the older colonies stvarted
to settle the primeval forssts of the northwest and north

of the state towards the end of the mineteenth century.5

“Hundert Jahre Deutschtum in Rio Grande do Sul, Heraus-
gegeben vom Verbsnd deuvscher Vereine Forto LtTegra (Porto
Alegre, Brazil: Typographia do Centro, 1924), p. 62. Here-
after cited as Hundert Jahre.

OTbid., pp. 95, 543=545.




2

The largest groups of German immigrants vere Pomeranians,

Rhinelanders, and German Russians.6
Eeonomic Conditions

The opening of a new settlement area followed similar
patterns throughout the nineteenth cenbtury. ~Llmost all
of the settlcments were in the mounbainous forsst regions.
They were opened to colonization by federal government,
staté governmentsv, or by private companies.7 In every case,
primitive tralls o sbout - eighteen feet wide, connected
by crossroads, hed to be opened first in the thick forest.
ilong the trsils the poloniese‘ware laid out. &Soon after
this, the sebttlers would arrive with thelr few belongings
on btheir shoulders or on the back of a freight animal: some
axes, bush sickles, forest knives, hoes, a few kitchern
uténsils, and some focd, The next step Lo be taken was to
choose a celony, of sixty to ebout a hundred acres. COnce
this was done the hard work of making a place for a hut =and
for a smell farm in the sémi—tropical forest wnﬁld begin,
The brush was cut, trees were felled. Fire cleared the

ground, The farmland was ready. If drought or grasshoppers

6,

We Nahler,'“Unsare Mission‘@n Sued America," Der
Lutheraner, LXLI (6 July 1915), 264.

?Hundert Jahre, po. 543-545.

%f. e 11y Do 1S
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took awey the first crop, tragedy was at hand and death
by malnutrition cr plain stervetion was not too uncommon,
But most of the lsnd was good and most of the crops did
not fail. UHvery person in the family worked sll yesr long
Ifrom dawn to sunset. The nexi year anovher pilece of farm
land would be claimed from the forest the seme way as the
preceding had been. After some years frulf trees could be
secn on the farms; some cattle, pigs, chickens would be
raiged, and in most places hunger would not be at the door
ary longer. ©Some became prosperous on the farmlend, some
even wealthy, but most did not.9 Money was very scarce,
almost nonexistent in the colonies. Hven at the end of
the century a newspaper warned prospective immigrants:
those who ilntended to leave their homelaond should think
- twice before doing it; no hardworking person would have to
suffer from celd or hunger in Rio Grande, bult that he wculd
not rind much more than sun and bread there; anyboedy who
could in any way still stand it in Germany should remain

10

there. The main producte grown on the ceolonies were corm,

9w. lMahler, "Unsere Mission in Suedameriya," Der
Lutherans®, LIXI (31 August 1915), 340-341. Hundert Jahre,
P. 188,

lOL. Fluerbringerl, "Wie steht e¢s mit unserer Nission
in Brasilisn?" Der Lutheraner, LIV (24 July 1900), 230.
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black beans, sugar cane, ggggioca,ll rice, and potatoos,

The basic food was rice and black beans.la
Political Disturbances

Leonomic difficulties were not the only ones that the
immigrants and their children had to face. In the ninetsenth
century Brazll bHook part in four major wars in all of which
Rio Grande do Sul snd, comsegquently, the immigrents and
their descendents living there, were dirvectly involved. The
first one was the war over the Cigplatina, from 1810 to
1828, when both Brazil and irvgentina tried to conguer what
then became Uruguay. The second was the war against Rosas
from 1850 to 1852 involving Bragil and Argenbtina. The
third one was the war against Agulrre, from 1864 to 1865,
involving Bragzil snd Uruguay. The last and most destzuctive
war was the Peraguayan VWer, from 1865 to 1870, in which the
west of Rio Grande do Sul was invaded for a short tinme, and
in which Brazil, Uruguay 2ad Argentine defeated the
Paraguayan dictator, £clasnc Lopez. In zll these wars, im-
migrants or their sons could be found smong the Brazilien

soldiers.l5 But & civil wer and internal revelutions caused

lllandioca is an edible ro0%, coloaies arc the coloni-
gzation aress or the farms themselves.

12m Mahler, "Unsere lMission in Suedamerika," De
Lutherznen, L“iI (8 dJuni 1915), 223.

1 Hundert Juhre, pp. 127ff.
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much more damage to the economic, political, social,

cultural, and religious life of Rio Grande do Sul, than

all the exterior wars. The eivil war, also called the

Guerra dos Farrapos, lasted ten years, from 1835 to 1845.
The then province of Rio Grande do Sul fought against the
rest of the Brazilian EZmpire under desperate conditions

for ten years until it was defeated. In this disastrous

war the man, who was probably the only ordained Evangelical |
pastor in Rio Grande do Sul at the time, was killed.

Pfarrer Klingelhoeffer was killed on © November 1838 near

Triumpho when imperisl troops had an encounter with revolu=- ’
tionaries.14 Later in the century a group of German

origin formed a religious sect. Imn 1873 and 1874 the

crushing of this religious sect with fire and steel became

known as the Muckerunruhen. It was only a local afi‘air.l5

In 1889, through a bloodless military coup of state the

empire was overthrown and Brazil became a:republic. A very
bloody revolution occurred in the state of Rio Grande do

Sul soon afterwards. From 1893 to 1895 sanguinary troups

and pillagers crossed the state in several directions. From
then on, to the turn of the century there was some tranquility

and peaceful progress.16

141p1d., p. 467.
1%1pid., pp. 127£f.
161114,
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Moral and Religious ESituation

The first group of immigrants in 1824 brought a pastor
along, the Rev. J. G. Ehlers of Hamburg. With another
group, a year later, C. L. Voges came, who first signed
himself as gacristao, sexton, later on as pastor. Also at
about this time came Pfarrer Klingelhoeffer, who was probably
the only ordained minister among them.17 These pastors
came on their own. Not one was sent from Germany, either
by the State Church or by a Mission Society. The church in
Germany did not care at all about the fate of the religious
life of the Germans in South famerica.l8 The immigrants
themselves, in the midst of their difficulties, in the very
beginning founded church and school congregations. In
most places neither pastor nor teacher was available, so
the immigrants elected one among themselves to be responsi-
ble for thelr spiritusl life. ©Some of these improvised
pastors worked faithfully. UNMany of them were not qualified
for the high calling and did more harm than good. In time
religious indifference grew and he who charged less for a

i9

wedding or burial was elected pastor. The first pastor

officially sent from Germeny, Dr. H. Borchard, described

171bid., p. 467.
181bid., p. 468.
191pid.
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some of these pseuwdo=pastors in 1865:

Der eine ist ein fortgejagter Schulmeister aus
Deutschland, der als Trinker und Spieler beruechtigt

ist, der andere ein durchgegangener Unteroffizier aus
Preussen, dem im Trinken keiner gleichkommt, der

dritte ein Bilerwirt aus Porto Alegre, der dort mehrfach
Bankerott machte und, da er seinen Lebensunterhalt
nicht anders finden konnte, Pastor wurde, der vierts
ein uebel beruechtigtes Subjekt, das weder lesen noch
schreiben kann, ein anderer, der nicht geradezu den
schlechtesten gehoerte, war Bedienter bei einem Grafen;
ein anderer Gehilfe bel einem Feldmesser, und Bieder
oin anderer seiner Profession nach Schneider.2
Under such spiritual leadership, or lack thereof,
religious indifference and a materialistic worldview be-
came prevalent. The fact that only marriages before Roman
Catholic priests were valid according to imperial legisla-
tion helped to lower the moral standards. Marriages per-
formed by a Protestant pastor were not recognized by the
Roman Catholic priests. & man could be married by & pastor
and after some time leave his wife a2nd marry somebody else
before a priest without any difficulty.21 In the second
half of the century some ordained pastors came from Germany
and from the United States to work in some isolated parishes.

The first of these was the Rev. J. P. C, Haesbaert.

201pid., p. 470.
2l1pid,, p. 469.



Rev., J. P. C., Haesbaert

Jo. P. C. Huoesbaert was born in Clevel in the Rhineland.
When he was twenty-one years old he immigrated to the United
2tates where he studled for the ministry. He finished his
theological studies in 1832 when he received and accepbed
the call of St. Paul's Church in Baltimore.22 He served
that congregation for twelve years. VWhen the Rev, F., C. D.
Wynecken, later one of the founders of the lMissouri Synod,
came Go the United States in 1838 he was received in
Haesbaert's home. They became close friands.23 In 1343
Haesbaert met Dr. W. Sihler, who later, in his memoirs,
wrote, "Haesbaert impressed ms with his seriousness gnd
his aincerity."24 In 1844 Haesbaert resignsd from his
oosition in Baltimore and went to Hew Orleans. Still look-
ing for a milder ¢limate becsuse of a throat illness, he
went to Brazil in 1845 and took charge of the congregation
of Hamburgerberg, later called Hamburgo Velho, which he

served faithfully for forty-one years.as When he arrived,

he was the only ordained pastor in Rieo Grande do Sul, because

T Warth, Novo Hamburgo & a Iéreda Luterana (Porto
Alegre: Casa Publicadora Concdrdia, 1945), p. l2.

25-[bid.o’ PPe 8"‘9-

2l"Ib.’:.d., Pe 10 quoted from W. Sihler, Lebenslauf von
W, Sihler (New York: Lutherischen Verlags~Verein, 18307,
Ir.nlafts

23Tbid., p. 12.

e e gt N L Lo
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the Rev., Iir. Klingelhoeffer had slready died. Haeghaert
also served neighvoring congregations and visited other
parishes to help them Uo establish s hetbver chureh onder.

He died in 1890 at the age of oighty-three.2O
The Formation of a United Synod

The Prussian embassador, von Bichmann, visited the
'German coleonies in 1865.27 The congzregation in S8o0 Leopoldo
asked him to prdvide an ordained psastor for them because
they tad none at the tims. Von Eichmenn contacted the

Bvangeliscner Oberkirchenrat in Berlin, which asked the Rev,

Dr. Hermonn Borchard to accept the csll. He came to Sdo
Leopoldo after he had received the promiss of support of
Dr. Eebri of Barmen, the Mission inspector, who founded the
Commitiee for German Protestiants in Braril and established
contact with the Baseler, Berliner and Chrischona liission
Socicties, to furnish missionaries for Brazil. They did

so and sent & few young men %o Brazil in tThe following
years.28 Dr. Borchard tried to found a Synod. He held
meetings with other pastors in Februsry 1868 and again in

June 1870, But he returned to Germany in 1870 and the Synod

26pundert Jahre, p. 47L.

27wgrth, ops citey De 15,
28pyndert Jahre, p. 473.
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was discontinned.ag In 1874 there were already sixteen
ordained pastors in Rio Grande do Sul when Dr. Rotermund
took over the congrogation of S3o Leopoldo. He was a pro-
lific writer and a capable leader. He took over the Boten

von 530 Leopoldg, which in 1880 became the Deutsche Post.

On 19 and 20 iay 1886 he called the pastors together in
Sdo Leopoldo and founded the Riograndenser Synod.Bo One
of the founders, the Rev. J. Brutschin, made the motion
that the Synod confess itself as an Evangelical Lutheran
Synod. But his proposal was not accepted and the Synod

became united in character, more Reformed than Lutheran.31

The Rev. J. P, Brutsehin

The Rev. J. F. Brutschin, the pastor who had raised
his voice in defense of the Lutheran Confessions at the

founding of the Riograndenser Synod, was borm on 20 January

291bid., pp. 474-475.
2O1bid., pp. 476-477.

5ly. Mahler, "Kirchliche Nachrichten," Evangelisch-
Lutherisches Kirchenblatt fuer Suedamerika, 1 (15 Aprii
1904), O4. Hereafter cited as Kirchenblatt. The 1929
edition of The Iubheran Churches of the World recognizes

the united, &.e., non-Lutheran character of this Synod:
"There gre three synods in Brazil that represent the United
(Lutheran and Reformed) Church of Germsny. These are the
General Synod of Rio Grande do Sul. « « « In these bodies
Lutherans are found but their number cannot be ascertained."
The Lutheran Churches of the World, edited by A. Th,
335genseu, F. Fieisch, and A. Re Wentz (Minneapolis: Augsburg
Publishing House, [1929]), p. 383.
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1842 in Dossenbach, near Loerrach in Baden, Germany., He
studied theology at the missionary institute at Crischona,
in Basel, Switzerland, where he graduated in 1867. The
same year he was sent to Brazil by the Evangelical Society
of Barmen. The ship in which he was coming sank near the
coast of Rio Grande do Sul and the passengers barely saved
their lives. Brutschin's first position was that of as-
sistant to Dr. Borchard in S@o Leopoldo. In 1868 he becanme
pastor at Dois Irmaos, in S8o Leopoldo County, and there
he served as pastor until 1890. Its daughter congregations
were: Picada dos Suevos, Picada Verao, do Herval e do
Padre Eterno.32 Brutschin was one of the founders of the
short lived Synod of 1868, called together by Dr. Borchard.

He was again active in the founding of the Riograndenser

Synod in 1886. Of his work in Dois Irmaos Dr. Borchard
testified that Brutschin worked there with good will and
success wxiérGod's blessings.55 In 1890 he resigned from
his position in Dois Irmaos, moved to Novo Hamburgo, built
a house, and started a private school. It was probably

at this time that he left the Riograndenser Synod. The

precise motives for this step are not known. Probably he

did not want to remain in a Synod that was not Lutheran in

524arth, op. cit., pp. 27-30.
331bid., pp. 29-30. Hundert Jahre, pp. 474-475.
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character.54 In 1891 the congregation in BEstancia Velha
called him, He served Estancia Velha from Nove Hamburgo.
In 1894 he also started to serve the congregation that had
separated itself from the congregastion of Dr. Rotermund in
S8o Leopoldo.

In the last years of his work in Dois Irmaos the Rev,
Je Brutschin learned about the work of the lMissouri Synod
in the United States. 4 classmate and friend of his from
Crischona, the Rev. lr. Linsenmann, had gone to the United
States, when Brutschin had gone to Bragil. There, in the
United States, Linsenmann became a member of the Missouri
Synod. Brutschin corresponded with him and also with the
Rev, Emil Buerr of Wayside, Wisconsin., Through these pastors

Brutschin received Der Luthergner and other publications of

their Synod.55 In 1894 one of Brutschin's letters des-

cribing the religlous conditions in Rio Grande do Sul was

36

published in Der Lutheraner. When he decided to go back

to Germany because of ill health he desired to hand the care
of his congregstions to a faithful Lutheran pastor and for
this reason he sent a call to the lMission Board for Inner

Missions of the lMissouri Synod in 1899.57 By this time

54Warth, ODe Cit.y Pe 30.
551bid., pp. 30-31.

566. St., "Aus Brasilien," Der Lutheraner, L (30
November 1894), 197. N e

3PGarth, op. cit = I, Mahler, "Kirchliche
. vy PPe 30-31. W, llahler, rc
Nachrichten,a K%rchenbiatt, I (15 April 1904), 94.
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Brazilian religiocus legislation had changed completely.

Religious Legislation of the Republiec

In the 18808 the Republican movement becane stronger
in Brazil, especlally znong high army officers. Some of
the more prominent lesaders of this movement, like Benjanmin
Constant, were Positivisbto, followers of the Zystema de

Philosophia Posltiva. Complete separation of church and

state, complete freedom of thought, and religious freedom
wera integral parts of their political program.BS On 15
November 1889 the Impirs was overthrown and the Rspublic

was proclaimed. One of the first actions of the provisional
government, which mmled Brazil from 15 Hovember 1889 to 25
February 1891, was the dscres concerning w»eligion, of 7
January 1890, decree n.ll94. Couplete religious egquality
was declared therein. This decree forbade either federal

or state authorlitles to enact laws, regulations, or adminis-
trative measures establishing or prohibiting any religion,
They were also prevented from creating any distinctions
between inhabitantes or in the undertakings supported by
public funds, on the basis of religious or philosophic
beliefs or opinions. Iublic officars were also forbidden

to interfere in any way with the formation of religious

societies. It was declared unlawful to stir up religlous

507 5. Mecham, op. cit., pp. 322-323.
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dissension among the people. Religious societies were
granted juridic personality to acquire proparty.39 The
Republican Constitution, promulgated on 24 February 1891,
maintained the principles of religious freedom of the

decree of 7 January 1890.40

Article seventy-two, section
three, of the Constitution reads:
All persons and religious confessions may exercise
their mode of worship publicly and freely, forming
associations for this purpose and acquiring progerty
the provision of the common law being observed.#l
These principles of religious freedom were repeated
in the subsequent Republican constitutions. H. G. James
is correct in his evaluation:
It is safe to say that there is no other country in
the world where the Roman Catholic faith is the tradi-
tional and prevailing faith of the inhabitants where

there is a more complete separation of church and state

or where there is greater freedom of conscience and of
worship.42

This was the kind of religious freedom that Rev. C. F.
Broders, the first Missouri Synod missionary in Brazil,
found in that country when he arrived there in 1900. Reli-
gious liberty reigned in Brazil during the first fifty years

of Missouri Synod's work there.

39Ivid., p. 323. H. G. James, The Constitutional
______’PB H et o T e R e
System of Brazil (Washington: Carnégie Institution Of

Washington, 1923), ppe 139-140.

407, L. Mecham, op. cibt., P. 326.
41, G. James, op. cit., p. 141,

421h14.
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The Background in the United States

Missionary Spirit of Missouri Synod

During the first half century of its existence the
Misscurl Synod had so much work to do inside the United
States, especially among the ever increasing waves of
German Lutheran immigrants that it could not do too much
missionary work in foreign countries. While Dr. H. C,.
Schwan was its president, missions among German immigrants
west of the Mississippi, Seamen's missions, Jewish mission,
Negro missions of the Synodical Conference, Foreign
Tongue migsions in the United States claimed most of the
Missouri Synod's attention im the field of missions. 2
Even so, that Synod gave finasncial support to Europesn
Luthersn missionary societies, mainly the Leipzig and the

Hermansburg mission societies.44

Toward the end of the
nineteenth century the missionary spirit inside the Missouri
Synod became stronger and the desire to open a foreign
mission field was expressed. At the Synodical Convention
in St. Louis in 1893 a resolution was passed to begin mis-

sionary work in Japen. Circumstances led the Synodical

45
W. G. Polack, The Building of a Great Church, second
edition, enlarged aﬁd revised (ot. Louis: Concordia Publish-
ing House, 1941), p. 162.

44\Jalter A. Baepler, A Centu of Gracse. A-History of
the Missouri S nod 1842-i242 (St. %ou uis: Concordia Publishing
Ous I; ;5 .
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officials to change the proposed field from Japan to India

where the first Missouri Synod Missionary started to work
in 1895.45

Preoccupation with the Situation in South America

By this time alsc, the attention of influential members
of the Missouri Synod was being drawn to South ‘merica where,
in the south of Brazil alone, hundreds of thousands of
German immigrants and their descendants, a2 large number of
them of Lutheran backgrounrd, lived without adequate spirit-
ual guidance.46 The fact that only a United Synod and no
Lutheran Synod was working among them was deplored.47 Satis-

faction was expressed when glso the Lutheran Gotteskasten

of Germany sent a missionary to Santa Catarina.48 Dr,
Ludwig Fuerbringer championed the cause of the German Luth-
eran immigrants in South America. Again and again he wrote
of their religlous conditions in Der Lutheraner. In the
late 18908 there is a change of attitude towards their con-

ditions. From an attitude of thankfulness that the comnditions

o 451pid., pp. 179-185. V. G. Polack, op. cit., pp. 165-
8.

B6: Fluerbringer], "Brasilien,"” Der Lutheraner, LV
(30 May 1899), 98-99.

475, Fluerbringer], "Geistliche Noth in Brasilien,"
ibid., L (2 January 1894), 31.

Ao F[uerbringer], "Innere Mission in Sued-America,"
ibid., LV (7 March 1899), 47.
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in the United Gtates were not as difficult as they were
in Brazil they changed to an attitude of concerm and a
feeling of responsibility towards the ILutherans in Brazi1.49
Also The Lubherasn Witness spoke of the religious conditions
of the German immigrants in Brazil with marked concern.50
As the nineteenth ceantury was coming to its end, a2 sense :
of obligation towards these fellow believers in distress
increased.51 A%t the synodical coavention of 1839 the
question whether Missouri Synod should start inner mission

work in South imerica was brought up.
The Synodical Convention of 1899

CIntApril 1899 the ninth delegate convention of the
Missouri Synod met st Holy Cross Church in St. Louis,
Missouri. The president of the Missouri Synod, whose last
serm ended then, was Dr. H. C. Schwan, who from 1844 %o 1850

kzd been in Brazil and hsd worked as @ missionary, or rather,

49_

L. Pluerbringer], "Geistliche Noth in Brasillen,”
ibid., L (2 Janusry 1894), 31. G. St[oeckhardt], "Aus
Bragilien,"” ibid., L (30 November 1894), 197. L.
Fluerbringerl, fhusland," ibid., LIV (5 April 1898), 62.
L, Fluerbringerl, "innere [iissionr in Sued-America," ibid.,
LV (7 March 1899), 47. T

501,., "Ghurch News and Comment," The Lutheran Witness,
XV (21 Januvary 1897), 127. "Missionary Department,” ibid.,
XVI (21 January 1898, 123. e

51y, Fluerbringerl, Der Luth LV (2 May 1899)
: ger er Lutheraner, ay 5
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as a tutor of a Germam family in Leopoldina, near Caravelas,
Bahia. It has been said that one of the ressons why the:
Misgouri Synod did not send missionaries to Brazil before
1900 was because Dr. Schwan was against it, for he consideresd
Brazil a barren field because of his own lack of success
there.”’® It has been also said bLhat when the two memorials,
one by Rev, R. Kretschmar, president of the St. Iouis':
pastoral circuit, the other by a pastor who had formerly
served a congregation in Rio Grande do Sul, urging Synod to
begin mission work in Brazil, were presented, Dr. Schwan
manifested himself against them in the discussion that
followed, and that his opinion was defested.?? After the
discussion sbout the religilous situation smong the immi-
grants in Brazll, in which pertinent facts about the spirit-
val needs in South Brazil were disclosed,54 the convention
decided to start home mission work in South America, sspecially
in Brazil snd Argentina, It was decided to hand the two
memorials over to the General Board for Home Missions and

the Board was empowsred to sct togsther with the president

52Luther-Kalender fuer Suedsmerika auf das dJshr 1951,
XXI, edited by i. Lehenbauer and 2. Schelp (Porto Alegre,
Brazil: Casa Publicadora Concordia, 1951), 40.

551vid., P. S[chelpl, "Doktor H, C. Schwan," Kirchen-
blatt, AXAVIL (15 July and 1 August 1947), 103.

54L. Lochner, Karl Schmidt, and C. A. Eseman, "Sollen
wir in Suedamerica, sonderlich in Brasilien, Das Werk der
Inneren Mission in Angriff nehmen?" Der Lutheraner, LV
(28 November 1899), 217.
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of Synod, Dr. ¥. Pleper. The convention furthermore
charged the Board with the responsibility of bringing
its decisions to the attention of the congregations and of
collecting the necessary funds for the new missionary
venture, from the congregations.55

The Synodical convention decided to start mission
work in South America not as a result of a dirsct call from
anybody in South America as C, H. Warth suggests.56 There
is no evidence to support his statement that the decision
of the convention was a result of Brutschin's call.?? The
convention, rather, acted from a sense of obligation toward
fellow Lutherans of German origln in distress. It should
not be forgotten that most of the Missouri Synod's members,
at the time, were of German origin, and the language spoken

even at the Synodical convention, was still German.
The Call from Kev. Brutschin

The evidence available to the writer leads to the

55Viarundzwanzigster Synodal-Baricht der Allgemeinen

et 1

deutschen evangelisch-iutherischen Synode von [fissouri,
Ohio und andern otaaten, vorsammelt als Neunte Delegaten-
synode zu saint Louis, llissouri, im EEErE'Iggﬁ (St. Louls:

joncordia rublisning House, 1899), DPp. 68, 99

560. H. Wazth, “Igreja Evangelica Luterana," Inciclo-
§dia Rio-Grandense, edited by Klaus Becler (Cgnocas, Brazil:
%ﬁIEEfa Heglonal Ldta, co., 1957), IV, 239,

57].:. Lochner and others, Der Lutheraner, LV (28 Novem-
ber 1899), 217-218.
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conclusion that soon after the Synodical convention of
1899, and not befoxe it,sa the General Becard for Hone
Miscsions received a letter from the Rev. J. Brutschin,
directly, or through the pastor to whom Bruischin had
written., DBrutschin was at the time living in Hovo
Hamburgo and serving The congregation of Zstancia Velhs. !
He had been in touch with two Missouri Oynod vastors foxr
a number of years. ULe received Missourl Synod nublications
and agreed with its theological position.59 Prior %o 1899
Rev. Brubtschin already manifested the desire to become s
nember of this synod. In 1899 he decided %o go back.to his |
nomeland, Germany, because of failing health., He did not
want to lecve his congregation abandonsd, neither 4id he

want to hand it over to the United Synod, the Riograndenser
o

Synocd. Therefore, he szsiked the Missouri Synod for a sub-

The letter in which he asked for a substitute

=
o]
3]
[4]

ent to the Rev. Mr. Rademacher, psstor in Staplehursty,

6l This letter csme inbo the hends of the Gemneral

~

Board for Home Miscions. This direct call led the Mission

587pid. C. H. Warth, Enciclopedia Rio-Grandense, IV,

239.

59L. Lochner and others, Der Lutheraner, LV (28 Novem-
ber 1899), 218. G Bt

501nig.

6liuther-Kalender fuer Sued-America auf das Jahr 1951,
ZXI, pe 40.
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Board together with former members of the Poard and the
President of the Synod, Dr. P, Pieper, tc reach the
decision that the time o begin hissionary work in South
America had come. Two large pastoral conferences that wers
consulted on the matter manifested the same belief.62 The
Rev., Brutschin's direct caell led the Missouri Synod %o
start this work in Rie Grende do Sul rather than somewhere
else in South America., Hence, it must be affirmed this
was the c2ll for a substitute and not a request of money
for a pair of mules because some mules belonging tc Rev.
Brutschin had been stolen, that led Lo the decision.63
Rev., Brutschin was a2 man qualified to extend suchk a2 call
of help because of his positlion and hilsg moral svabure.
Besides the obligstion that it felt toward the unchurched
Intherans in South Americz the Missouri Syncd had Rev.
Brutschin's call to meke the beginning of iis work legiti-

mate thers.

821, Lochner and others, Der Luthersmer, IV (28 Novem=

ber 1899), 218.

3Ipid. The story of the stolen mules told in the
Imtheran Cburches of the World is questionsbie. 4T can oe
fraced back only as far as DUr. F. O. Streufert. Hanns
Lilje and others, iutheran Churches of the World (Minneapolis:
Augsburg Publishing House, 19577, p.-€99. F. C. Streufert,
iy Trip to South imerica (St. Louis: Uoncordia Publishing
House, ca. 104875, pe 7.

e
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The Financial Support for the Reginning

In November 1899 the Board for Home Missions wrote a

report in Der Luthersner communicating the decision of

Synod to begin the work in Rio Grande do Sul to the congre-
gations, exhorting them to contribute for the enterprise.
The article eanded with: " “Darum auf, auf zur Mission in

64

Brasilienl! Gotl gebe seinen Segen dazu," The response

t0 the exhortation was immediate and above expectations.
Before the end of 1899 the treasurer of the Hastern district
sent w2,000 to the Board to start the mission work in Brazil.

=~ I
Yhe name oi the donors never became known.u)

The Prospector

At the sauwe Time Ghe Board for Home Missions was looke
ing for a man with Uhe necessary qualifications for the

difficult task of surveying the missionary opportunities

56

2
in Brazil. This grosgeotor°7 was found in the person of

6l"“L. Lochner and others, Der Lutheraner, LV (28 Noven-

ber 1899), 217-218.

65?. P,, "Innere Mission in Suedameriea,"™ ibld., ILVI
(9 January 1900), 7. Karl Schmidt, who was already then a
member of the Board for Inner Missions wrote eleven years
later, "da gab ein leser im Osten--ibh kenne seinen Namen
nicht, Gott keant ihn! gleich %2,000.00.7 Karl Schmidd,
"Gute Nachrichten fuer Brasilien und Argentinien,™ ibid.,
LXVII (7 Msrch 1911), 74.

66(,. Lochner and others, ibid., LV (28 November 1899),
218.

67513 nission was to survey the field, to decide what
the prospects for missionary work were, therefore the name.

e it mrenIma
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the Rev. C. J. Broders. The Rev. C. J. Broders was born

on 22 NHovember 1867 in New Orlean#. He greduatasd from
Concordia Seminary, St., Louis, Missouri, in 1891 axd in

the same year he accepted the call to Seranton, Hississippi.68
In 1898 he served as United Statzs cheplziz in the Spanish
imerican War, Broders wss statloned in Havana, Cuba,

where he 2lso lookzsd for opportunitiss to begin Iutharan
mission work.sg He returnsd to Scraznton and in January 1200
he aceceptad the cell of the General Board for Home Missions

to survey the missionary opportunities in the south of

Brazil, 70

GB“Wicrofilm of record of deceased pastors of Misscuri
Synod,” in possession of Concordia Historical Institute in
Saint Touis, Missouri,

69&. Lochner, X, Schridt, and C. Esemann, "Unssxe
Migsion in Brasilien," Der Lutheraner, LVII (1 October

(C5, Lochner, "Innere Mission in Suedamerica,” ibid.,
LVI (23 Januzry 1900), 23.




CHAPTER III
THE BEGINNINGS: 1900-1904

Rev. C. J. Broders' Survey Trip

In January 1900 the Rev. C. J. Broders accepted the
commission from the Board for Home lMissions %o study the

missionary opportunities in Brazil.1

The congregation of
Scranton, Mississippi, which he was serving at the time,
gave him the permission to go. When he accepted the com=—-
mission, Broders told the Mission Bosrd, that, because of
family circumstances, he would have to return to the United
States after having fulfilled his mission of prospesctor
even if the new mission field proved to be fruitful or
promising. He was willing to remain two years in Brazil,
if necessary.2 He sailed from New York on 19 February 1900.
The ship on which he was traveling returned to New York
after a week because of damages caused by a heavy storm.
After three days of waiting in New York, he again started
his momentous trip on 1 March 1900. He arrived in Rio de

Janeiro on 21 March, and in Novo Hamburgo, Rio Grande do Sul,

LS

1L. Lochner, "Innere Mission in Suedamerica," Der
Lutheraner, LVI (23 January 1900), 23. e

2L, Lochner, K. Schmidt, and C. Esemann, "Unsere
Mission in Brasilien,” ibid., LVII (1 October 1901), 307.
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where the Rev. J. F. Brutschin was living at the time, on
28 March 1900.3 In Novo Hamburgo he was received by
Brutschin from whom he learned about the economic, social,
and religious conditions of the immigrants. After staying
ten days at the home of Brutschin, having conferred with
bim a% length, Broders reported to the Board for Home
Missions on 9 April 1900:

Man merkt es ihm [Brutschin] an, dass die Missions-

sache hier ihm eine Gewissenssache ist. . . . 2.

Brutschin ist ein nuechterer Sohm Imthers, der nichst

nur unsere Schriften kennt, sondern dieselben auch

fleissig studiert und in denselben zu Hause ist.%

Broders also reported that Brutschin had decided to
Join the Missouri Synod on his own initiative. Broders also

learned that Brutschin had acceded to his congregation's

request to stay in Brazil for another year, to move from

3L. Fluerbringerl, "Zur kirchlichen Chronik," ibid.,
LVI (20 March 1900), 88. F. Plieperl, "Aus unserer Synode,"
ibid., LVI (I Mey 1900), 136. L. Fluerbringerl, "Wie steht
es mit unserer Missiom in Brasilien?" ibid., LVI (24 July
1900), 230. In the Synodalbericht of 1902 the date for
Broders' trip is incorrectly given as February 1901. Fuenf-

undzwanzigster Synodal-Beridht dexr Allgemeinen deutschen ‘
ev.-luth. Synode von Missouri, Ohio und andern Stastem, .=

Versammelt als Zehnte Delegatensynode zu Nilwaukee, WisS.,

Im Jahre 1902 (St. Louis, ﬁo.: Concordia Publishing House,
1502), p. 68. The date for the beginning of Missouri Synod's
work in Brazil is also incorrectly given in the 1957 edition
of Lutheran Churches of the World: "The Lutheran Church--
Missourl Synod traces its entry into South America to the
receipt of & letter from a German pastor in Brazil begging
for money to buy a pair of mules to replace some that were
stolen. That was in 1901." H. Lilje, and others, Lutheran
Churches of the World (lMinneapolis: Augsburg Publishing
House, 1957), D. 299.

41,. Fluerbringer], Der Lutheraner, LVI (24 July 1900),
230.
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Novo Hamburgo to Estancia Velha to dedicate himself
entirely to the pastoral care of that congregation, and
to open a parochial school there.5

On 10 April Broders preached the Good Friday sermon
at Brutschin's church in Estancia Velha.® He felt at home
there and kad good hopes for a flourishing future for the
congregation, although congregational life was still weak.
His words about the kind of pastoral work that had %o be
done in Brazil, were almost prophetic, for later on, in
cases where his words of caution were disregarded, more harm
than good was accomplished:

Eg bleibt noch vieles aufzubauen, zw wecken, zu

staerken, zu sammeln und zu unterstuetzen, doch die

Leute lassen sich belehren. Langsam voran., War im

Sturme die Leute denen bis vor kurzer Zeit nur

Stoppeln geboten wurden, in die rechte Praxis hinein-

fuehren will, wird es hier nur aerger machen./

The Reve. C. J. Broders' analysis of the general con-
ditions of the German immigrants' spiritual life based on
Brutschin's information agrees with what observers were then
saying in Germany about it. It is a fair description of
the conditions that the first resident Missouri Synod mis-

sionaries gave of Rio Grande do Sul.

The economic situation was unstable. Bankrupgey was

5Tpid.

B i

6L, Fluerbringer], "Wie steht es mit unserer Mission

in Brasilien?” ibid., LVI (7 August 1900), 244,
71bia.
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common, Brazilian currency fluctuated. It was then worth
one -third of its resl value. In the colonies the farmers
owned their plece of land but rarely saw any money. In
1900 thirty-nine Evangelical pastors were serving ninety-

three congregations in Rio Grande do Sul. Many congregations

were being served by'psaudo-pastors.a In the cities among
the Germans, drunkenness and the search for pleasures was
all too common. Religious indifference was the rule. Schools
were in poor shape; teachers were usually people who had
failed in other occupations. Church festivals were charac=-
terized much more by dancing, eating, and excessive drinking
than by worship.9 Freemasons were numerous and influential
also among the Germans;lo

In May 1900 Broders made his first missionary trip.ll
He visited the S3o0 Jeronimo area, which Brutschin had
vigited six years before,la and of whidh he had reported in

Daxn thhﬂ:anﬁn.la In 1896 the Riograndenser Synod had placed

8y, Fluerbringer]l, "Wie steht es mit unserer Mission

in Brasilien?" ibid., LVI (24 July 1900), 230.
1bid.
10134,

i1, Fluerbringer], "Wie steht es mit unserer Mission
in Brasilien?" ibid., LVI (17 Sugust 1900), 244.

121114,

13G, st[oeckhardt], "Aus Brasilien,” ibid., L (30 Novem-
ber 1895), 197.
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a pastor in that area, a fact ignored by Brutschin, so
that the people that Broders found to be unchurched thers;
were the religiously indifferent. Hls disillusionment was
complete:

Kurz, ich sah es den Leutenr an, dass lhnen an einer

Kirche nichts gelegen war. Aber eins habe ich ihnen

auch angesehen, naemlich dass Zuckerbranntwein, Genuss-

sucht, Gleichgueltigkeit die Lsute beherschen.14

Of evils generally found in the colonies Broders men-
tioned dancing, that in Teutonia there were twenty-two
dancing~floors and only one Ewvangelical congregation, the
fact that the Vorstand made the decisions for the congrega-
tions without consulting other members, and the influence
of freemasonry.ls After his first missionary trip Broders'
verdict was: "Ich kann daher die Provinz Rio Grande do

Sul als lMissionsgeblet nicht emphehlen.“l6

When L. Fuerbringer reported this in Der Lutheraner

he added that this was only a provisoxry repocrt and that
Broders would undertake othsr missionary trips before giving
up derinitively.17

Broders did not want to give up his mission without 2

last attempt. He learned that in the south of the state,

14 Fluerbringer], ibid., LVI (7 August 1900), 245.
101viq.
161pid,

171bid.
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in the counties of Pelotas and SBo Lourengo there was a
large German settlement of more than 10,000 people, nost
18

of them Pomeranisns, They nad organized about thirty

school congregations that also served as church congrega-

tiens. There the Rioprandenser Synod had not yet staerted

%o work, The only splritual guidance that thoss people had
had was that of pseudo-pastors.T? Broders went 4o Pelotas,
the largest town in the area. He stayed there a2 while
without accomplishing anytning, Then he met a man who had
come from The small, out of the way village of S3o Pedro,
%o sell his farm products. Broders introduced himself but

the msn remesined suspleious, thinking that he may belong to

18;, Lochner, "Vorlaeufige Mittheilung ueber unsere
Mission in Brasilien," ibid., LVI (11 December 1900), 389.
W, Mehler, "Der Anfeng in Brasiliem u. Argentinien," 25
¢ahre unter dem Suedlichen Kreutz, edited by 0. H. Beer
(Porto Alegre: Casa Publicadora Goncordia, 1925), p. 2l.

191vid., p. 23. A typical example of the spiritual
sltuation is the congregation of Bom Jesus, 2 village in
that area. The congregation had been founded by ILmutheran
Pomeraniang in August 1l863. From then on: "Bedient wurde
sie seit ihrer Gruenduung bis zum Jahre 1901 [when it Joined
the Missouri Synod] von zwoelf verschiedenen lizennern,
Lehrern und sogenannten Pgeundopfarrern, die zum Teil ganz
zweifelhaite Charakiere gewesen sein sollen. FEtliche waren
nur Lehrer, die waren direkt als Pfarrer angestellt worden,
Unter diesen befanden sich solche, denen jede theologische
Bildung mangelte. Einer war von Beruf Zigarrenmacher, ein
anderer Schneider, ein dritter sogar Komoediant und
Theaterspieler, und ein vierter had ausgesprochenermassen
nicht viel von Religion wissen wollen. Etlichen wenigen
rushnt man Treue und Frommigkeit nach.” B, Elicker, "Aus
Brasilien,” Der Luthersner, LXXXIV (20 March 1928), 126.
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some kind of a sect. Back in Sdo Pedro he met a neighbor
whom he told that in Pelotes he had met a2 man who called
himself Evangelical Lutheran pastor. This neighbor advised.
him to take the man, who called himself pastor, to Vater
Gowert, who was well read in the Scriptures and more intelli-
gent than the rest of them. Vater Gowsrt could test the man
to see whether he was a real pastor. In this manner Broders

was taken %o E85¢ Pedro. He was examined by Vater Gowert,
20

passed the tesi, and called the families together to

organize an lvangelical Lutheran congregation. Four of the
familles of SEo Pedrc had held services together every

Suvndsy for years.El

They became the nucleus of the congre-
getion that was organized on 1 July 190C with a membership
of seventeen families.ag The congregation sent a call to
the Misesion Board for a resident pastor. lMeanwhile the
chapel building wae finished and dedicated on the eleventh

Sunday after Trinity, 1900.23 Broders started a parochial

gom. He, "Brinnerungen aus der Anfaengen der
missourischen Arbeit in B?aailien.i VgnLeinemi dir als 4
Sghulknsbe mit dabei war,” Evangelisch-Lutherisches Kirchen-
blatt fuer Suedamerica, XX (1 September 1925), i2l. Here—
after cited as Kirchenbbatt.

alL. Lochner, Der Iuthersner, LVI (11 December 1900),
389.

225, Blicker, ibid., LX(XIV (20 Mareh 1928), 125.
231, Lochner, ibid., VI (11 December 1900), 389-390.
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school which in October numbered twenty-two pupila.24
His advice about parochial schools, in a report to the
Mission Board, became one of the gulding priancisles of the
missionary work of the Missourl Synod in Brazil: "Ja, wollen
wir ueberhaupt hier missioniren, so muessen wir besonders
die Schule dazu verwerthen."25 One of the first reforms
introduced by Broders in the governnent of the congregation
wes to have voters' meetings to decide important matters
concerning the congregation instead of leaving everything
for the Vorstend to decide.2® That yesr, 1900, Christmas
was celebrated in the traditional Lutheran way, with a
children's service. Ffecple came even from thairty miles
distant Pelotas to see the Christmas eve celebration.27

After the Rev., W. Mahler came to teke over the congre-
gation of S80 Pedro, Broders made a third misslonary trip.
He started out on Good Friday, 19Cl. With a guide he traveled
in the interior of Pelotas and S8o Lourengo. He held ser-
vices and meetings in different places. Some congregations

28

called pastors from the Missourl Syanod. After this trip

2%7pid., p. 390.
251pi4.

265, 3. Broders, "Aus Brasilien," Der Lutheraner, LVII
(5 March 1901), 69.

271p1d., pp. 69-70.

8, 7. Broders, "Eine Missionsreise in Brasilien,"
ibid., LVII (25 June 1901), 195-196.
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Broders went back to the United States leaving behind him

a gifted leader, the Rev. W. Hahler.ag
The Mission Director: Rev. W. Mahlex

Willism Mahler was born on 16 November 1870 at Polkuitz,
Silesia. He mzde his preparatory studies a¥ LKraschnitz,
Silesia, and at XKropp, Schleswig from 1885 to 1890, He
started his theological studies at the Theological Seminary,
Kropp, Schleswig, 1n 1890 and finished them at Concordia
Seminary, S%., Louis, Missouri, where he gradusted in 1393.

In 1894 hne married Loulse Cattenhusen. Ee served stations
in Nebraska until the snd of 1900, when na received and
accepted the call of Director of Missions for Soubh
America.ao

With his wife and four children he sailed from New York
on 20 February 1901 and arrived in Rio Grande do Sul four
weeks 1ater.31 He was installed at the first lMissouri

Synod Lutheran Congregation in South imerica, Sio Pedro,

29w. Mahler, 25 Jabre unter dem Suedlichen Xreuz, Beer,
€ley Do 20.

30y, Lochner, K. Schmidt, C. Esemana, "Unsere ilisgion
in Brasilien," Der Luthersner, LVII (1 October 1901), 307.
"New Doctors,” Lutheran witness, LXVI (17 June 1947), 197.

51L. Lochner, "Bresilien," Der Lutheraner, LVII (19
March 1801), 87.
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near Pelotas, on Palm Sunday 1901.32 By that time the
congregations of Santa Bulalia and Santa Coleta asked to
be supplied with pastors.33

Uf the five theclogicel candidates designeted for
Brazil im 1901, three accepted the call.34 They went to
Brazil in September.35 Before the ehd of the year they were
installed by the Rev. W. Mshler in the congregsilons that
had called them: A. Vogel on the first Sundsy in Advent in
Santa Coletay H., Stiemke on the second Sundsy in Advent in
Santa Tulaliaj; J. Hortmeister on the fourth Sundsy in idvent
in Bom Jesus.36 .

The hope exprossed by Mauler about the future of the
work in the Pelotas-S@o Lourengo area, where in twenty-
five or more coagregations Lhere was not a single ordained
38

pastor,37 was: never fulfilled. Besides those first con-

52uew Doctors," Lutheran Witness, LIVI (17 Jume 1947),
197. St T

33y, Mohler, 25 Jahre unter dem Suedlichen Kreuz,
Beer, ed., p. 27.

34L. Lochner, Der Lutheraner, LVII (25zJune 1901), 197.

35,. Lochner, and others, ibid., LVII (1 October 1901),
307.

36L,. Lochner, "Brasilien," ibid., LVIII (29 April
1902), 133.

375, Lochner, snd others, ibid., LVII (1 October 1901),
307-308. e

58w. Mahler, 25 Jahre unter dem Suedlichen Kreuz,
Beer, edm. P 27.
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gregations elready mentioned, only in one or another
isolated case a congregation of that area asked for the
services of the Missouri Synod. Most of the other congre-
gations in that area remained unsympathetic. What happened,

in Mahler's words, was that:

Das ganze Heer der Pikadenlehrer machte gegen uns
mobil. Durch die unerhoersten Verleumdungen und
Luegen wussten sie das Volk so aufzuhetzen, dass sich
die Herzen gegen unser Werk verschlossen. 39

The Riograndenser Synod, which until then, had not
worked in that area started to work there in active opposi-
tion. The fact that those immigrants and their descendants
had lived there for about forty years without real pastoral
care also contributed to the lack of greater success of the
Missouri Synod missionaries.40 The press in Brazil, in
Germany, and even in the United States was used to slander

41

their work. They were accused of being North American

agents and spies who came to survey the land in the interest

of the United States.42

391pia.
“O1bid., p. 28.

411 ther—Kalender fuer Suedamerika suf das Jshr 1951,
edited by A. Lehenbauer and P. Schelp (Porto ilegre, Brazil:
Casa Publicadora Concordia, 1951), p. 43, quoted from the
Bote von S. Lourengo (2 September 1902), n.p. F. Plieperl,
TUnsere kirchliiche Arbeit in Brasilien," Der Lutheraner,
LVII (15 October 1901), 326. L. Lochner, "Warum wir das
brasilianische lMissionsfeld ausreichend mit Arbeits-
kxraeften versorgen sollten," ibid., LIX (17 March 1903), 84.

421pid.
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Had the work in the Pelotas-S3o0 Lourengo region, the
South of Rio Grande do Sul, been exceedingly successful,
had it grown without opposition, all the resources and man-
power of the lissouri Synod's mission work would have been
used there for so long that it would then probably have
been too late to start in soclally and economically more
important are;zs.45 As things went, lMahler had the time to
and did visit other areas of the State, wherever he was
called. In August 190144 he made a trip to the center-
northwest of Rio Grande do Sul. A member of the congrega-
tion of S8o Pedro had movedvto Rincao dos Vales, near Cruz
Alta., Finding no organized congregation there he called
his neighbors together. They called lMahler to visit them
and to provide a pastor for them. On the way to Rincao
dos Vales in Santa Maria, Mahler visited Rincao S8o Pedro
where the religious situation was also sad. In Rincao
dos Vales the congregation asked him in its name %o
extend a call to a Missouri Synod pastor. On his return
trip home, for the first time, he met the Rev. J. F.
Brutschin in Novo Hamburgo. Also in the hotel in Porto

Alegre a young waiter took great interest in Navegantes, a

workers'! district of Porto Alegre, where about half of the

45w.gl“lahler, 25 Jahre unter dem Suedlichen Kreuz, Beer,
edo’ Pe 29.

., Mahler, "Aus Brasilien," Der Lutheraner, LIX
(17 Februery 1903), 53.
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population was of German origin. The waiter's parents
said that they would talk things over with neighbors and
friends and then send him a written call to start a school
and a congregation.45 The call with several signatures
came to the hands of the Rev. W. Mahler shortly after he
had arrived at Sdo Pedro, his home . +@ Porto Alegre at the
time had sbout 100,000 inhabitants of whom about 20,000
were of German origin. Only one Evangelical United congre-
gation existed in the city.47 In January 1902 lMahler made
another trip to the west of the state. From Rincao Sao
Pedro on, he traveled with the Rev. A. Zender, the pastor
of an independent congregation in Serro Branco, who later
joined the Missouri Synod for a while.48 Ag a result of
this trip the congregations visited--Rincao S3do Pedro,
Nova Santa Cruz (Wilhelmstal), Jaguari, and Toropi--sent
calls for pastors along with the Rev. W. llahler when he

left.*? Back in 530 Pedro lahler went on fulfilling his

45 ; §
W. Mahler, 25 Jahre unter dem Suedlichen Xreuz,
pe 29-30. Idem: TAus Brasilien," Der Lutheraner, L
17 February 1903), 52.

46;253, 25 Jahre unter dem Suedlichen Kreuz, p. 30.

47Idem, "Auf Missionswegen im Staate Rio Grande do
Sul in Brasilien,” Der Lutheramey, LVIII (27 May 1902),
164. Ildem, ibid., LIX (1@ February 1903), 52.

431dem, ibid., LVIII (27 May 1902), 164. L. Llochner],

"Brasilien," Ibid., LX (16 February 1904), 55.
49y. Mahler, ibid., LVIII (27 May 1902), 164-166.
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pastoral dubies. The first clags of young catechumens
was confirmed on Palm Sunday 1902. After Easter lMahler
began teaching school with an enrollment of forty-three
chlildren. On the second Sunday after Easter he led the
voters' meeting. Parliamentary procedures were taught and
put invo practice.so In September and October four theo-
logical candidates, R. Mueller, R. Kern, H. Wittrock, and
W. Moeller, and one pastor H. A, Klein, later president of
Concordia Seminary, Springfield, Illinois, came %o serve
in the congregations that had sent calls.sl After recelving
the epproval of the Board for Home Missions and of his
congregation, Mahler left the Rev. R. Mueller to take care
of the congregation of SfZo Pedro =2nd went to Porto Alegre
to start the missionary work there. According to the infor-
mation that he had gethersd, more then 10,000 of the 20,000
people of German origia living there were without any
church cannecticns.52 He arrived in Portec Alegre omn 29 -
September 1902, He rented a building in Navegsntes and
started a séhool with an initial enrollment of nine. A%

the end of the first week the number of pupils had grown to

5013em., "Aus Brasilien," ibid., LVIII (22 July 1902),
233. N

51L. Lochner, "Brasilien,” ibid., LVIII (20 September
1902), 31l. Luther-Kalender Fusr Suedameriks auf das Jahr
1051 4 p s A8 TR g T

521pid. W. Mahler, Der Luthervsner, LIX (17 February
1903), 52-53.
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eighteen. ©Oixteen adults attended the first service;
eighty~-four hearers, among them forty-seven adults, the
second. A night school was started for young people. The
Rev. H. Kleln arrived and helped Mahler with the work.
After six weeks, on 7 December 1902, a congregation was
organized.53 Fourteen voting members signed the consti-
tution.54 From then on the headguarters of the Missouri
Synod's mission work in Brazil were in Porto Alegre through-
out the first bhalf century of its existence. The founds-
tion of a congregation in Porto Alegre was omne of the three
outstanding events of the period 1900-19204 for the future
of the Igreja Qggggélica Luterana do Brasil because of the

geographic, economic, political, and cultural position of
Porto Alegre in the south of Brazil. It was the place from

where leadership was naturally expected.

The First Pastors

To help Rev. lMahler three ministerial candidates arrived
in Brazil in 1901: A. 3. Vogel who worked in Santa Coleta,
H. T. Stiemke, whose first congrsgation was that of Santa

Eulalia, snd J. Hartmeister who worked in Bom Jesus, all in

231vid,
*1bid., p. 52.
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the Pelotas~S8o Lourengo area.,””? Five men starbted Sheir
nissionary work in Brazil in 1902: R. Mueller, who became
lahler's successor in 88c Pedro, when the latbter moved o
Porto Alegre, in 1903 he alsc went to Porbo Alegre %o
help lMahler, and in 1904 accepted the c2ll 4o Dois Irmaos;56
R. Kern who started the work im Jasguarl in the west of the
state, pear Toropl where W, Moeller became the first
Misgourl Synod pastor 2t the same Himey H. Wittroek whose
call sent bim to Rincao dos Vsles (Santa Clara do Ingai);
and the Rev. H, A, Klein who in 1902-1903 helped lMahler in
Porto Alegre, in 1903-1904 worked in S8o Leopoldo and in
1904 pubstituted Brutschin in Bstancia Velha when the labtter
left for Germany.57 In 1903 four additional missionaries
arrived: I, Sehulz, for Sfo Pedro; J. F. Harder, for
Rincao S80 Pedro; ?. H. Petersen, for ilto Jacui (Nao Me
Toque); ®. Brandt, for Morro Hedondo.58 An independent

pastor, August Zander, of Serro Branco, joined the Missouri

55L. Lochner and others, ibid., LVII (1 Cctober 1901)
307. L. Lochner, "BErasilien," ibid., LVIII (29 April 1902),
13%.
56Luth £
gr-Kalender fuer Suedamerika auf das Jahr 1951,
edjted Dy A. Lehenbaeur and P. ochelp, p,.i&&;wit%.

57Ibid. L, Lochner, "Brasilien." Der Lutheraner,
LVIII (30 September 1902), 31l.

581. Lochnsr, "Brasilien," ibid.a LIX‘§15 ﬁgpgembgrhr
1503), 294. Luther-Kalender fuer Suedamerika a as Ja
lgilz’edited by A. Lehenbaeur end r. Gchelp, pPp. 158-148,
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Synod through a2 celloquy on 13 November 1905.59 The
colloquy conducted by the Rev. W. Mahler covered the doetrines
of Holy Beripture, the Church, Sin, Grace, Daptism, snd Holy
Communion, and practical metters.6o 4 similar pattern was

followed in subsequent colloguies.

The Congregations

in the period 1900«1904 the Missouri Synod worked in

three areas in Rio Grsnde do Sul: in bthe South, in the
Porto Alegre ares, and in the West. In the south, the
congregation of 5830 Pedro was organized in 1900, Santa

Bulalla, Santa Coleta, and Bom u*sus in 1901, aad Morro
Redondo in 190.,.61 In the Porto Alegre arsa the congrega=-
Tion of Bstancia Velha had already been served by Brutschin
before he joined the Misgouri Synod in 1900. The congre-
gation of Porbo ilegre was organized in 1902, the ome in
S8o Leopoldo in 13903, when also Dois Irmaos received its

first Missouri Synod pastor. The third missionary field

594. L{ochner], "Brasilien," Dexr Lutheraner, LI (16
February 1904), 55.

6°w. Mahler, "Ein Kolloquium," Kirchenblatt, I (1
January 1904), 38.

61 :

Sechsundzwanz igster Synodal-Bericht der Allgemeinen
deutschen ev.-luth. §¥goaa yon issouri, 5h10 und aadern
Staaten, versamme %t als Lifte Delegatensynode zu Detrolit,
Mich., im Jahre {St. Louis, MoZ: Concordia Publishing
Touse, 1305), DPp. 58=-59. Hereafter cited as Mo. Synod,
Proceedings, 1905.
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was Ghe center-north-west region where the congregations
of Jaguary, Toropi, and Rincao dos Vales (Santa Clara do
Ingai), were supplied with HMissouri Synod pastors in 1902,
Alto Jacul (Wac Me Toquse), and Rincao Sac Padwo in 1905.62
Vissouri Synod's right So supply these congregations

with pastors has been guestioned., The Rev. W. lMahler sand

ree

11z co-workers were accused of breaking inbto obher pastors!
fields to Gtake parv of theilr congregaticns,65 for political
and economle reasons to win bthem to North American influence.
The rumor was spread that they had a2 propaganda capital of
a million dollars st Gtheilr disposal for this purpose.64

In & presidential address Mashler defended the legitimscy

of the work of his church, and showed that only when there
were legitimate reasons for doing it, = pastor wes sent
g¢ither to organize a coungregation or tc take care of oae
already existing. According to the circumstances that re-
sulted in the placement of a pastor in a certain locality
he menﬁioned five classes of congregations thet received

Missouri Synod pastors before 1904. According to The author

his classification corresponds to the facts.

821hid., pp. 58-62.

63y, Mehler, "Synodalrede,” Kirchemblatt, III (1
Pebruary 1906), 19.
4y.. Fluerbringer], "Ueber unsere Kirchliche Arbeit
in Brazilien," Der Lutherasner, LIX (12 May 1903), 152.
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1. VWithout a call they went to places where there
were Imthersns but no organized congregation or ordained
pastor, ex.: Bdo Pedro.

2. Without being called they offered thelr services
where thers had once becen a pastor hut where there was
nons when they went thers, ex.: Bom Jesus and Jacui.

5« They went to places from whers they had received
specific calls and where there had been no ordained pastor
until then. According Yo the wishes of Lhe peopnle of such
places they organized a congregation. The najority of the
songregations belong o this caltegory, ex.: DPorto Alegre,
Zincao dos Veles, dJaguari, Rincas 88c Pedro, Senta Bulslia,
Santa Coleta.

4, Ifissouri Synod pastors were called by orgsnized
congregations with the approvel of thelr pastors, ex.:
Istancia Velha, S3c Leopcldo, Teropi.

5« They wers called by pecple who hed separated them-
selves from their former congregations and pastors. Before
the Missouri Synod pasteors started to work among such people
they first csrefully examined the reascns why they had
severed their relations with their former congregations and
only when these were considered legitimate they were sup-

plied with e pastor., This was the case of Dois Irmaos, only

one of the thirbesn congregstions supplied with pastors in
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the perind l900~l904.55 The first step btowards serving

A

daw

Dols Irmaos (Baumschneis) was taken by the Rev, H.
Xlein, then pastor in S280 Leopnldo, only after he had
recelved s request with twendy-two signatures asking him

to do so0. He preached there only after he had held a neete
ing with those people and became convinced that their

reagson for leaving the Riograndenssry Synod was legitimate.ss

el

Mahler's conditions upon which congregations were
accepbed were that they procalse to obey God's Word and that
they compel thsiy pastors to conform to the Iutheran Con-
fesgions.

The question of self-suvport of congregatlons was btaken
up from the very beglmaing, Mehler believed that the pros-
pects for self-support were good, but he also realized that
for a long time yet Synod would have Lo assist them Tinan-
¢ially because, 2s a rule, the congregations were small,
mich pocrer than their North American counberpasrts, and s0
far had very lLittle undsrstanding of what Christian stoward-

ship meant.67 The existing system of church taxes, or better,

65w. lMahler, "Synodalrede," Kirchenblatt, III (1
February 1906), 19.

664, a. K[lein], "S@o Leopoldo," Kirchemblatt, I (1
December 1903), 23.

-~

671, Lochner, apd others, Der Lubhersner, LVII (1
October 1901), 308. L. Fluerbringer], "#ie sieht es in
unsern brasilisnischen Gemeinden aus?" ibid., LIX (10 Novem~
ber 1903), 356.
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fees, made this growth in Christian stewardship a very
slow and difficult one.68 From the beginning Synod did
not give financial aid to the pastors but to the congrega-
tions, s0 that these would see the pastors as their pastors.

and not as foreign envoys of a high-church-council,

Oberkirchenrat.69

Parochial Schools

The establishment and promotion of parochial schools
was one of the main features of the Igreja Evangelica
Iuterana do Brasil in the first half century of its exist-
ence. Broders, the surveyor had founded the first in Sao
Pedro in 1900, and declared: "Ja, wollen wir ueberhaupt
hier misgioniren, so muessen wir besonders die Schule dazu

n'70

verwerthen. State schools were almost nonexistent in

the immigration areas. In most cases the only alternative
to illiterscy was the establishment of parochial schools.’>
Sometimes groups that were religiously indifferent called

the Missouri Synod missionaries to provide instruction for

their children. This opened many doors and was one of the

68, Mahler, ibid., LVIII (22 July 1902), 233.

69(y.] Malhler], Kirchenblatt, I (15 March 1904), 78.

7OL. Lochner, Der Lutheraner, LVI (11 December 1900),
390. '

711, Lochner and others, ibid., LVII (1 October 1901),
308,
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factors for the fast growth of the Missouri Synod's work
in Brazil. But it also made the work of many pastors
heartbreakingly difficult. Often was the complaint heard:
“Schule haben sie alle rect gern, aber die Gottesdlenste
werden sehr schwach besucht."72 This, howeverm does not
minimize the importance of the parochial schools for the
success of the missionary work as can be seen by statements
like the following:

Die Schule steht in allen unsern Gemeinden im Vorder-

grund. Hauptsaechlich der Schule wegen bilden sich

die Gemeinden. Die Schule ist der Zusammenhalt der
Gemeinde.

In Porto Alegre: "Mit einer Schule musste der Anfang

gemacht werden."74

The importance of the schools for the
future was recognized:
Auch dafuer koennen wir Gott nicht genuch danken, dass
alle unsere brasilianischen Gemeinden die Schule
hochhalten und lieb haben. Die Schule ist der Mittel-
punkt der Gemeinden. In den Schulen aber streuen wir
die Saat fuer die Zukunft aus."?75
At first all pastors taught in parochial schools. Al-
ready in 1902 the question was raised in the Synodical Con-
vention whether it would not be convenient to send Synodi-

cal teachers to Brazil. The matter was handed over to the

e Fluerbringerl, "Wie sieht es in unsern brazilian-
jschen Gemeinden aus?" ibid., LVII (10 November 1903), 356.

734, Mahler, ibid., LVIII (22 July 1902), 233.
7. Mahler, ibid., LIX (17 February 1903), 53.
75, Fluerbringer]l, ibid., LIX (10 November 1903), 357.
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Board for Home lMissions to act at the proper moment.76

The school in Porto Alegre, becsuse of its exceptional
growth was the first to ask for a teacher.77 Tegcher H,
Wilke accepted the call and was installed in the school in
Porto Alegre on the twenty-first Sunday after Trinity
1905.78 It was also in the parochial schools that the work

in Portuguese, the native language of the country, first
began.79 :

The Beginning of the First Lutheran Seminary in South America

The second outstanding event of the period 1900-1904
was the foundation of a Seminary in Bom Jesus, in the Pelo-
tas-S80 lLourengo area. According to the author of this
study it wss the first and most important step towards the
formation of an indigenous church in the fifty years under
conslderation. Unlike other events that soon followed it--
the publication of a church periodical and the formation

of a Synodical District, that came into existence obsying

76Fuen£undzwanzigster odal-Bericht der Allgemeinen
deutschen ev.~luth. Synode von HMissouri, ouri, Ohio und andern
Staaten, versammelt als Zehnte Delegatensynode zu zZu H;lwaukee,
Wis., im Jahre 1902, DD 69, 73. ereafter cited as
Synod, Proceedingzs, 1902.

771, Lochner, Der Luthersner, LIX (17 March 1903), 85.

78y, Mahler, "Kirchliche Nachrichten," Kirchenblatt,
I (15 November 1903), 14.

tu.] Malhlerl, "Porto Alegre," ibid., I (L April
1904), 87.
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a Synodical resolutionao--the foundation of a seminery

was an indigenous event, that is, the Synodicesl Mission
Board did not suggest it neither did it offer any help.
The idea was born in Brazil and it was carried ocut with
Brazilian resources. It took exceptional courage to begin
such a work ia that place, at that time, and under those
clrcumstances.

In the first pastoral conference of the S8o Lourengo
circuit, held at Bom Jesus, from 20 to 22 April 1903,
attended by the Rev. llessrs, F. Brandt, R. Mueller, H.
Stiemke, A. Vogel, and J. Hartmeister of that area, and by
W. Mahler, the problem of training a native ministry was
disc‘ussed.81 llahler made the motion to found an Institute
to train young Brazilians to become teachers and pastors.
The motion was accepted. It was decided to have the
Institute at Bom Jesus for the time being.82 Mahler remained
in Bom Jesus after the end of the conference. He preached
on the first mission festival held in Bom Jesus on

Misericordias Domini, 26 April 1903.83 After the service

BOMO. Synod, Proceedings, 1902, pp. 72-73.

81J. Hartmeister, "The Sowing of a lMustard Seed,"
CTT_J_oncord g Historical Institute Quarterly, XXII (January
i950), 16'7. Hereafter cited as CHIQ.

Szlbid.. p. 169, J. Hertmeister, "Ein Institut zur
Ausbiléiing von Lehrern und Predigern,” Kirchenblatt, I
(1 Jenuary 1904), 37-38.

S37 Hartmeister, in CHIY, XXII (January 1950), 167.
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the Rev. J. Hartmelster called a meeting of the congrega-
tion to rebeive the permission to start the Institute
there., The congregation was not st all enthusiastic aboutb
the idea. lMost of the members had grown up under so-called
pastors, pseudo-pastors, 2nd some believed that it was
nonsense to start an institution Just to give formal school-

ing to future pastors and teachers.84

After a heated dis-
cugssion the opposition was removed and the permission to
start the Institute was given.85 One end of a barn already
existing on the church property was to be rebuilt with
bricks to serve as a dormitory and classroom for the future
students. Some of the members, fearing that the establish-
ment of such arp Institution was Just a scheme on the part
of the lMissouri Synod to deprive them of their church prop-
erty made a campaign against it and even promised to tear
down the part of the barn that was being reconstructed.86
Two of the three officers of the congregation handed the
pastor a petition with several signatures asking for his

87

resignation. When at a congregation agsembly it was decided

that the members themselves should pay the small amount that

Bhemilio Wille, "Nosso Primeiro Seminario em Bom Jesus,
S80 Lourengo," Hensageiro Luterano, XXXII (April 1949), 26-27.

851pia.

861p1d. J. Hartmeister, CHIW, XXII (January 1950),
$167-169.

87Ibido, DPe 168.



56

the rebullding of the barn would cost, removing thelr
unfounded fears of losing the property, the excitement
dled down and the work on the barn was completed without
further interruptions.88 With three students the Institute
openad on 27 Cctober 1905.89 They were Emil Wille from a
neighboring congregation, Heimrich Drews, and Ewald
Hirshmann from S3o0 FPedro. A feow weeks later Franz Hoffmann
from Santa Coleta, and finally onr 2 March 1904 Adolf Flor,
after a two month trip on foot, by horse, and on a ship,
Joined them. These were the five who studied under the
Rev., J. Hartmeister in the Institute in Bom Jesus.go

The reasons for the foundation of the Institute as
given by Hev. J. Hartmeister in the Eirchenblatt were:
nany unworthy individuasls were holding the offices of pastors
and tegcﬁers in Bragzil; many calls for pastors and teachers
came to the Missouri Synod, and few places could receive
a pastor because of the great lsck of workers; young men in

Brazil were just as intelligent and gifted as those in other

88Ibid., p. 171, Emilio Wille, lensageiro Luterano,
XXXII (April 1949), 27.

89J. Hartmeister, Kirchemblatt, I (1 January 1904),
37, The year of the founding of the Institute is incor-
rectly given as 1904 by Polack. W. G. Polack, The Building
of a Great Ghurch.(secgnd ediggon; gtﬁngﬁisi ggncordég i
Publish House, 1941), p. 179; an The Lutheran Churches
of the %gild, edited by’A. T, J@rgensen, and oLvbers
(Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing House, [19291), p. 384.

90, Hartmeister, CHIg, XXII (Jsauary 1950), 171-172.
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countries; trips of foreign missionariass wore exceediagly
expensive; only with a native nminigtry would She zgwowsh
of an indigenous church become possible.

Two Qififerent curricula were plaunned from the ocutset,
one coumprisling four yeare for the treining of teachers and
s longer one for the training of pastors.gl The five
students had a full program of studies and work. They got
up at five in the morning. UJCoffee was served at six, by
the pastor's wife, as were all other :meals, and was fol-
lowed by a devotion. Frem 5:30 to 7:30 the boys studied.
They had to work four hours a day on the farm to eara their
mainbenance, from 7430 tc 11:%0 a.m;¢ Dinner was served atb
12:00 m. Classes were from 2:00 %o 5:00 p.m. The program
of studles included: Bivle History, Catechism, Hymns, and
Pgalus; German, Porbtuguese, end Latin; 3Brazilisn History,
Vorld History, and Ueography; Zoology, isritumebic, and
Draving; Singing and otvher subjects.92

The beginning of the Seminério Concordia in Bom Jesus
was justly compared with the beginning of ths Concordia
Seminary in Perry County, Ilissouri, by Jr. L. Fuerdringer,

for it becsme just as vital for the future Brazilian District

915, Hartueister, Kirchenblatt, I (1 December 1903),
23, J. Hartmeister, ibid., 1 (1 January 1904), 37-38.

rrea———

925. Hartmeister, "Bom Jesus," ibid., II (15 January
1905), 13.
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as that of Perry County for the: Missouri Synod.93

The Organization of Conference Districts

Until 1903 the only connection betwsen Lutheran conzre-
gations in Brazil was the Mission Director, the Rsv. W.
Mahler. In 1903 the first steps were taken to organize
the Brazilian mission in a higher level than the congregs-
tional, In 1903 and 1904 three conference districts were
organized. The Southern Corfersnce District was organized
at Bom Jesus from 20 to 22 April 1903, with the presence
of the Rev, Messrs. I'. Brandt of Morro Redorndo; R. Mueller
of 880 Pedro, H. Stiemke of Santa FBulalia, A, Yogel of
Santa Coleta, J. Hartmelster of Bom Jesus, ond W, Mchler
the Director of Miasions.g4 The Northwestern Confercnce
District wes orgenized in Jaguarl on 9 November 1903 with
~the following pastors as members: R. Kern of Jegueri, J.
Harder of RincBo S3o Pedro, H. Wittrock of Rincio des Vsles;
P, Petersen of Alto Jacul, and W, Moeller of Toropi.95 The
Porto Alegre Conference District wes organized in Porto
Alegre on 5 and 6 April 1904 with the presence of the Rev.

liessrs. W. Mahler, R, Mueller, H. Frehner, H. Klein, and

_ J. Brutschin. It included the congregations of S&o Leopoldb,

257, Fluerbringer], Der Luthersner, LX (19 January 1904),

a2l
943. Hartmeister, CHIQ, XXII (Jsnuary 1950), 167.

5ry.] Moe[ller], "Konferenz in Jaguary," Kirchemblatt,
I (1 Jenuary 1905), 38.
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Dois Irm8os, Zstancia Velha, Conventos, Conventos Vermelhos
(Roca Sales), and Porto Alegre.gG Rev. Brutschin meturned
to Germany in the same month, April 1904, His successor

in Bstancia Velhs was the Rev, H. Klein.97

\as Airchenblatt

P T

The third outstanding event of the period, 1900-1904, [
was the publication of a church periodiczl., The decision f
to publish a Missouri Synod church periodical in Brazil

was taken in the United States by the Synodical con¥sntion

of 1902, to enable its missionaries in Brazil to present

the Missourl Synod's doctrinal position snd church nractice,

to defend the Missouri Synod's missionary work a

slanders of Brazilian periocdicals, to increass the interast
for the mission work in Brazil in the United ﬁtates.gg The
Pastoral Conference of the Southern Conference District of

20 to 22 April 1903 decided to act upon the Synodical

resolution. The Rev. ¥W. lizhler was chosen to be the editor,

The first number of the Evangelisch-lutherisches Kirchenblatt

fuer Sued-America was published in Porto Alegre con 1 Wovember

1903, One of Mshler's aims wes to defend the Missouri Synod's

96y, w., "Porto .legre," Kirchenblatt, I (1 May 1904),

100.

9%y, Mahier, "Pastor Brutschin," ibid., I (15 dpril

98Ho. Synod, Proceedings, 1902, p. 72.
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work in Brazil from unjust attacks and from slanders.’’
Another aim of the periodicsl was to bring the different
Missouri Synod congregations, scattered in different areas
of Rio Grande do Bul, into a closer relationship, to make
them feel that they belonged togethery; to enable the other
congregations to see whether accusations brought against

one of them were true or not, to unite them in a true Luth-

eran Synod in Brazil.loo

W. lMahler was an able editor and
writer who did not fear polemics but who also did not get
so engrossed in them to forget the higher aims, the educa-
tion of the readers in the Lutheran doctrines and church

practices.
The Rev. L. Lochner's Visitation

One of the resolutions of the Synodical convention of
the Missouri Synod in 1902 was to have a Synodical officer
visit the Brazilian mission field.!®' The president of the
General Board for Home Missions, the Rev. L, Lochner, under-
took the visitation trip. He left New York on 5 April 1904.
In Rio Grande he was met by W. Mahler. Together they visited

the different congregations following the same pattern, a

M. Mahler, "Vorwort," Kirchenblatt, I (1 November
1903), 1-2.

1007pi4,, pp. 1-3. W. Mahler, "Vorwort," ibid., II
(1 January 1905), 1-2.

101Ho. Synod, Proceedings, 1902, D. 73,
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sermon by Lochner, voters' meetings, school visitation.
In the South Lochner wvisited the congregations of SZo Pedro,
Morro Redondo, Santa Eulalia, Santa Coleta, and Bom Jesus.
He ended the visitation in the SZ@o Lourengo District on
15 tlay 1904. He then visited the Porto ilegre District,
Bsbtancia Velha, S8o Leopoldo, Porto Alegre. He did not
visit the congregation of Dois Irm3o0os because of the bad
condition of the road. On 6 June 1904 he started the wvisita-
tion of the Northwestern Conference District. There Lochner
studied the conditions in the congregations of RincdZo dos
Vales, 4Alto Jacui, Jaguari, Toropi, and Rincdo S3@o Pedro
where the general Pastoral Conference was supposed to meet
to see whether the moment for the organization of a new
Synodical District had arrived.102 Lochner's report of the
visitation to the next Synodical Convention was:
Das Resultat der Visitation war in allem Gemeinden -
ein befriedigendes. ©Sie zeigte, dass Gott die Predigt
seines reinen Wortes in dem kurzen Zeitraum von nicht
ganz vier Jahren reich gesegnet hat. Gott hat den
Gemeinden Maenner geschenkt, die im rechten Sinn und

Geist untig viel Selbstverleugnung treu und fleissig
arbeiten,.103

102y,, Synod, Proceedings, 1905, pp. 58-64.
1051v14., p. 62.




CHAPTER IV

THE FIRST TEN YBARS OF A NEW SYNODICAL DISTRICT
1904-1914

The Birth of a Synodical District

Upon request of the Board for Home Missions the
Synodical convention cf the Missouri Synod in 1902 decided
that, as soon as convenient,; the Board for Home Missions
together with the president of Synod help the pastors and
congregations in Brazil to form a District Synod. Experiénce
in the Missouri Synod had shown that such action would be
beneficial for their work.l

The main objective of the Rev. L. Lochmer's visitation
was exactly this.a The Xirchenblatt annocunced that the

most important topic to be discussed at the general pastoral’
conference which would end the Rev. L. Lochner's visitatiocn,

would be whether or not'the time for the formation of a

1
Fuenfundzwanziggter Synodal-Bericht der Allgemeinen
deutschen ev.-luth. S%node von llissouri, Ohio und endern
Staaten, versammelt als Zehnte Delegatensynode zu HMilwvaukee,
)

Wis., im Jahre 1902 (SG. Louis, Mo.: Concordia Publishing
House, 1902), pp. 69, 72.

2nprotokoll der ersten Versammlung des Brasilianischen
Synodaldistrikts," Evangelisch-Lutherisches Kirchenblatt
fuer Suedamerika, I (15 July 1904), 139. Hereaiter cited
as "Protokoll" and Kirchenblatt.
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District Synod had come.? Lochner talked of it in almost
all the congregations during his visitation.4 With an
attendance of eight pastors, eight lay delegates, one
teacher and the Rev. L, Lochner the General Conference of
pastore and lay delegates opened in the church of RincZo
830 Pedro at three c'clock in the afternoon on 23 June
1904.5 The Rev. L, Lochner was elected unanimously %o
preside over the meetings. In the first session the lay
delegates presented thelr credentiasls. L. Lochner read
the Synodical address. Its theme was, "Warum soll eine
Synode bel Jesu Wort bleiben?"

The second session was held on Friday, 24 June 1904.
After the opening devotion Lochner was asked to present
the reasons for the organization of a District Synod. He
did it. The strongest reason in favor of it was the experi-
ence of the Missourl Synod itself that having been organized
by twelve pastors in 1847 became such a large Lutheran
synod, The desire of the Missouri Synod was that the
Brazilian Lutheresns experience the same blessings. There
should be no fear about future relatioﬁs with the mother

church. Relations with the Mission Board would not be « -

5[W.] Malhlerl, "Die Allgemeine Versammlung," ibid.,
I (1 June 1904), 118.

4nprotokoll," ibid., I (15 July 1904), 139.
2Ibid., p. 138.
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changed and financial support would not stop. Another
blessing that would follow would be the closer fellowship

between the different congregations in Brazil. Following

this exposition by Lochner a debate ensued concerning a

request to the mother church about future reletions between ;
the new district sand synod. A committee was elected %o ‘
elaborate it.

Then the Rev. J. Hartmeister made the motion that the
Ivengelical Iutheran pastors and congregations form a
separate District Syrod of the Missocuri Synod. The motion
was adopted., The fifteenth district of the Missouri Synod
had been born. The election of the officers, president,
vice-president, secretary, treasurer, and visitors, followed.
Unanimously were elected, the Rev., W. Mahler for president,
the Rev. H. Klein for vice-president, the Rev. R. Kern forxr
secretary, andé Mr. Wilke for treasurer.

The subdivision of the new District into three visita-
tion districtss or circuits, was the next step taken. The
district president was instructed to take the necessaryl
measures to have the district recognized by the Missouri
Synod. The memorable second session ended with the selection
of date, January 1905, snd place, Jaguari, for the next
District convention.

" In the third session the visitors, circuit counselors,
were electéad: H. Klein for the Porto ilegre District, J.

Hartmeister for the S8o Lourengo District, and J. Harder for
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the Northwestern District. The Rev., J. Hartmeister then
gave his report on the Institute.
In the fourth session, on 25 June 1904 the name of the

district was chosen: Der Brasgilianische District der

deutschen evangelisch-lutherischen Synode won IMissouri,

Ohio und andern: Staaten. A lay delegate made the motion

that a request be sent to the theological faculty of Concor-
dia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri, to offer an elective
course in Portuguese.

The fifth and closing session was on lMonday morning,
27 June 1904.6 In the closing ceremony W. Mahler expressed
the gratitude the new district owed to the Rev. L. Lochner
for his guidance and help.7

On 7 July L. Lochner left Rio Grande do Sul. He went
to Buenos Aires and there took the first ship to London to
survey the Migsouri Synod's work there.a

The objectives of the Brazilisn District were stated

by W. Mahler, its first president as being: the gathering

of congregations and the fostering of inner growth in these

©Tpid., pp. 137-143,

7J. Hartmeister, "Erste Versammlung des Brasilianischen
Districts," Der Lutheraner, LX (2 August 1904), 246.

8w, ] Malhler], "Visitationsreise," Kirchenblatt, I
(1 August 1904), 151.
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congregations.g The remainder of this study attempts %o

analyse how successfully the District met its objectives.
Geographic Expansion

The Southern District, in the Pelotas-SHo Lourenge
area, did not see a ncotlceable expansion. Where five workers
had been before only two ramained.lo Because of expansion
in other areas pastors were replaced by teachers in some
congregstions and the neighboring pastors toock care of
them.ll The Jaguarl area, almost directly west of Porso
Alegre also did not develop noticeably. The Porto ilegre
district was the only one of the three originzl conference
districts that showed s msrked extermal development. The
numerical'growth from about four thousand baptized members

in 19042 to more than fifteen thousand souls in 191413 is

9Zweiter Synodal~-Baricht des Brasilisnischen Distrikis
der Deutschen Ev.-Lutherischen Synode von lissouri, Ohio
zndern otaauen, versammelt zu Jaguery, Rio Grande 4o
Sul, Bragilien, vom 28, April bis zum 2, Mai 1905 (St. Louis,
T0.: Concordia Publishing House, 1906), p. L. BHereafter
cited as Mo. Synod, Brazil District, Proceedings, 1905.

10ry.] Malblerl, "St. Lourengo," Kirchenblatt, II (1
Jurne 190%), 85.

11Ho. Synod, Brazil District, Proceedings, 1905, p. 85.
W, Mahler, "St. Loureneo," Xirchenblatt, TT% (15 February
1906), 29.
12 :
Statistisches Jahrbuch der deutschen gvangelisch-
lutherischen Synode von Missouri, Ohio und andern Staaten
er das Ja (5t., Douls, FMo.: Concordia Fublishing
House, 1905), 122.

13Neunter Synodalbericht des Brasilianischen Distrikts
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due to the fact that congregations in other arsas of Eio
Grande do Sul asked for Missouri Synod pastors 2ad that the
mission work smong mewly arrived immigraats wos successful.
in 1904 the cougregation of Jonveatos Vernelhos, later
called Roca Sales, was directed to the lMissouri Synod by
it¥s former pastor, and sent & call for a pas’cor.l4 The

Rev. H. Frehner who had previously been & psstor of the

Riograendenser Gynod, and afver leaving it had been received
into the IHissouri Synod through a colloquy, accepted the

call to Hoca Sales, 2 and also served the congregaticas of

16 s was

Arroio do ileio, Peslmas, and Arroio Augusto.
installed in Roca Sales on 20 Hovember 1304.%7 Dhis was

the first lMissouri Synod congregation in the Alto Paguari
region which later developed into a large field of several
parishes. The Hev. d. Freaner, beiore a year had gons by,
left the HMissouri Symod Uo become a Roman Catholic and was

substituted by Ghe Rev. C. von Jubtrzeaka who alsc had shortly

der Deutschen Lv.-Lutherischen Synode von HMisscuri, Ohio und

andern Staaten, versammelt zu Sao Leopoldo vom 14. 20.
Januar 1 n:p., N.d.)s P« 9. Heroafter cited as Ho.
Bynod, Brazil District, Proceedings, 1915.

a1 Malhler], "Conventos Vermelho," Kirchenblatt,
I (1 Msrch 1204), 70.

15?10. Synod, Brazil District, Procesdings, 1905, p. 83.
161pid.

17, hahler, "Einfuehrung P. Frehners in Convetos
Vermelhos," Kirchenblatt, I (15 December 1904), 221.
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bhefore had been received into the Brazilizn District of
the Missouri Synod through a colloquy.rS

In 1905 the pastor of 8itio, in the Senta Cmmz ares,
who belonged to no synod retired because of a throst ill-
ness and asked for a successor from the Missouri Synod.
The Rev. M., Trosch who had come from the nited St=tez in
1904 and was serving as essistant pastor in Porto ilegre

accapted the c¢all. He was installed in Sitio on the first

3

5

Sunday after Trinity in 1905,%2

In 1905 the congregation of Linha 8, Tjui, in the north-
vest of the state, aszked to be served by the Missouri
Synod.ao In November 1905 the newly arrived nmirnisterial
cendidate, . Mueller accepted the call to Linha 8, Ijui.ot
He was the first Missouri Synod pastor in the ncrthwest of
Rio Grande do Suly a2bout @ hundred miles nerth of the
Jaguari area. Ijul opened the door toc the new immigration
regions in the northwést: Guarani, Santa Rosa, Bantec “Zngelo,

Tres Passos, and even across the Uruguai River into Argentina,

184, Synod, Brazil District, Procesdings, 1905, p. 83.
“Protokoll des Kolloquiums zwischen den Pastoren Mahler und
v. Jutrzenka," Kirchemblatt, II (1 December 1905), 18l.

19%0. Synod, Brezil District, Proceedings, 1905, D. 83.
H. St., "Sitio," Kirchemblatt, II (I5 July 1905), R08.

20

Mo. Synod, Brazil District, Proceedings, 1905, p. 84.

2lry,J Malhler], "Pbrto Alegre," Kirchenblatt, II
(1 November 1905), 165,
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the region where the lissouri Syncd nade the greatest®
progress in the followiug periods.aa
The missionary work of the lissouri Synod was stharted
in Argentina also in the yesy 1303. Yhe pastor of the La

Plata Synod of San Juau, fubtre Hios, inteanded ts roturn

to Germany. He desired to lsave his congregatlion Lo 3 true
Lutheran pestor. In this direction he mzinbtained corregspond-
ence with the Rev, W. lahlex, The Rev. W. llzhler weat %o
San Juan. In & congregation meeting on 25 June 1305 the
congregation changed its comstvituticn and declared that 1%
was 2 member of the Brazilian District of the HMissourl
Synod.25 The Rev., H. Wilttrock accepted thc call and wepnt
to San Juan, as f{irst resident Missouri Syncd pastcr in
Argentina, in October 1905.2“

The first HNissouri Synod pastor who stsrbed to work
east of Porto Alegre, in the Taguara region, was the Rev.
H. Gruell, who accepted the call %o Alto Rolanbe in 1506.22

The veginning of the work in two new colonizabion arsas

22 D 0o - SN s .
Tuther-Kalender fuer Susdameriks auf das Jahr 1951,
edited By A. Lehenbauer and r. Sehelp (Porto Alegre, Brazil:
Casa Publicadora Concordias 195L), p. 39 Hsreafter cited
ag Luther-Kalender, 195%.

23[w,] Mafhler], "Zin neuer Erfolg," Kirchenblatt, II
(1 August 1905), 115-116.

“*ryd lia[hlerl, "Porto Alegre," ibid., II (1 November
1905), 165. i

25ry.] Malhler], "Porto Alegre," ibid., III (1 December
1906), 180. T
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deserves to be mentioned. In 1909 the Rev. P, lVehanr
started to serve the Guarani ares in the northwest of
the state,~C and in 1911 the Rev. J. Buseh was installed
in the Erechim govermment colorization area.27

After ten years of development the Brazilisn district
of the Missouri Synod continued to work in the south of
Rio Grande do Sul only in the S&o lLourengo area, It had
extended its work considerably in the northern h2lf of Rio
Grande do Sul to most of the areas where German immigration
had occurred. Outside the borders of Rio Grande deo Sul
it had extended its work only to Argentina. There had bsen
opportunities to start the work in Santa Catzrinz and
Parana the states immediately north of Rio Grande de Sul,
but neither the necessary manpower nor the financizl backing
had been availuble.29 The pastors that entered the Brazilian
field in this period, with the exception of the Revi.Messrs,
H., Frehner, O. Jutrzenks, and K. Haupt, who sntered through

coloquies, came from the United States, They wera: M, Frosch,

26?. M{uellerl, "Guarany," ibid., VII (1 Jsnusry
1510), 4.

27(%.] Ma{nler], "Bin neues Arbeitsfeld," ibid., VIII
(1 August 1911), 116.

261bid. Ba M., ibid., VII (1 January 1910), 4.

293. Busch, "Versammlung des Bfasilianischa Distrikts,"
Der Luthersner, LXIX (8 July 1913), 217.
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in 1904;°° B, Mueller, J. Meyer, M. Fleckenstein, and E,
Wegehaupt in 1905;51 G. Daschner, H, Gruell, and E. Wehrs
in 1906;32 P, Rhode and L. C. Rehfeldt in 1907;33 4. Enge
in 1908;34 P, Weber in 1909; V. Pennekamp, i, Heine, who
had gone to :rgentina in 1907, and 4, Flor, a Brazilian
graduate of Springfield, Illinois, in 1910;°” J. Busch, B.
Mcllannis, and Th. Strieter in 1911;36 %, Heyner, Th. Gohlke,
P, Klein, W, Kemner, and H. Mueller in 1912;°7 C. F.

Lehenbauer, H. W. Petersen, and A. C. Reimnitz in 1913;

:
§
!

We A, H, Becker, W. L. Schroeter, E. Sprengler, and G.

Lehenbauer in l9ll+.38

3Oy, 3 Malhlerl, "Porto Alegre," Kirchemblatt, I (1
November 1904), 197.

3l1pid., II (1 November 1905), 165. :
52Tpid., III (1 December 1906), 180.
33Ipid., IV (15 Nowember 1907), 172.

34"Versammlung des Brasilianischen Distrikts," Der
Imtheraner, LXV (4 HMay 1909), 133.

521u.] Malhler], "Zwei neue Arbeiter fuer unsern
Digtrikt," Kirchenblatt, VII (15 March 1910), 45. [W.]
Malhlerl, ibid., VIL (15 December 1910), 189.

36[w.] Malhler], "Porto Alegre," ibid., VIII (1 May
1911), 70. T

57w pus Brasilien," Der Lutheraner, LXVIII (23 July
1912), 237. :

381uther-Kalender, 1951, pp. 149-151.
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Difficulties and Drawbacks

The greatest hindrance to a faster expansion of the
work was the lack of manpower.39 New fields that sent
calls could not be served, congregations that had been
served for a short while, and when the pastor left, received
no substitute for a long time, were lost, smaller parishes
were amalgamated, forming larger parishes of several congre-
gations making parish education extremely difficult even
though pastors were overworked and some suffered breakdowns:
because not enough pastors were available.40 In many cases
this happened because candidates who received calls to
Brazil did not accept them.41 More harmful for the work
than the candidates who did not accept the call to Brazil
were the pastors who went to Brazil, worked there only a
few years, and some even only a few months, and returned to
the United States without caring whether or not the congre-
gations they bhad served would receive a successor or would

be lost. With few exceptions the pastors who entered the

59pritter Sy Brasilisnischen Distrikt

Synodal-Bericht des Brasilianischen Dis s
der Deutschen Ev.-Lutherischen Synode von Missouri, Ohio
und andern Gbaaten, versammelt bel Senta Cruz, Rio Grande,

do Sul. Brasilien, vom Ll%. bis zum 18, Januar 1 (St.
Touls: Concordia %uﬁTTaK?ng House, 1909), p. 19. Hereafter
cited as Mo. Synod, Brazilian District, Proceedings, 1909.

4OIbid., pPp. 19-20. L. F[uerbringe?], Der Lutheraner,
LXIII (29 Janusry 1907), 38. J. Busch, ibid., LX1X
July 1913), 217.

4ll'lo. Synod, Brazil District, Proceedings, 1909, p. 19.
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Brazilisn field were young graduates of the Seminaries of
St. Louis or Springfield, who had had no ministerial
experience., lMost of them stayed in Brazil Just long enough
to gain some experience. They were Just starting to under-

stand the situation when they left to be substituted by

ether inexperienced young men. This also hampered the
spiritual growth of the congregations. From 1905 td 1914
twenty pastors left the Brazilian field, most of them to
return to the United States, some went to Germany, some
just left the ministry. In 1905 they were: J. Hartmeister, ;
after three years; R. Kern, after less than three years; ;
H., Zander and H. Frehner left the Synod. In 1907 the fol- ?
lowing left: TF. Stiemke, after six years; H. A. Klein,

after five years; 1. F. Fleckenstein after two years. In

1908 W, lMoeller left after six years; P. Rohde, after ome

year; J, H. lieyer, after two years of work in Brazil. In

1910 P. H. Petersen returned to the United States after

seven years in Brazil. In 1912, E. Schulz returned after

nine yesrs, F. Brandt left the lissouri Synod after nine

years of work; E. Wehrs left the Brazilian_District after

six years, H. lMueller, after a few months. A. Vogel left

- Brazil after twelve years of missionary work, R. Mmeller,
after'elaven;yaa£s§ 0. von Jutrzenka, after eight years;

P. Klein after one year, in 1913. In 1914, E. Heyner left

Brazil after two years of work, and the Rev. . Mahler
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after fourteen years of missionary work in Brazil.42

A provlem that hindered the work of the Missouri
Synod in Brazil throughout the first fifty years of its
history was the financial problem. Several factors con-
tributed to meske this problem a difficult ome: +the high
cost of living in Brazil, '’ the instability of Brazilian
currency,““ the poverty of most immigrants and descendants
in Brazil, some of them even suffering hunger,qs the lack
of education in Christian stewardship, spirituzl indiffer-
ence,46 the almost constant debt in The treasury for the

Mission in Brazil in the United States, ! the very limited

*Cluther-Kalender, 1951, pp. 148-150,

45Biebenundzwanziggter Synodal-Bericht der Allgemeinen
Deutschen Bv.-Luth. Synode wvon Missouri, Ohio und andern
Stasten, versemmelt als Zwoelfte Delegatensynode zu rore
Wayne, ind., im dahre 1900 (oG. Louis: Concordia Fublishing
House, 1908), pe. 78. Hereafter cited as Mo. Synod, Pro-
ceedings, 1908.

“4w. Mahler, "Die Geldfrage in der suedamerlcanischen
Mission," Der Luthersner, LXI (5 December 1905), 388~389.

45K, s., "Zwei Briefe aus Brasilien," ibid., LXIX
(7 January 1913), 5-6.

46} chtundzwanzigster Synodal-Bericht der Allgemeinen
Deutschen EV.-Luth. gynoﬁe von Missouri, Ohic und andern
Steaten, versammelt als Dreizehnte Delegatensynode zu St.
. Touis, Mo., im Yahre 191l (St. Louis, Ho.: voncevdia

Publishing House, 1011), p. 115. Hereafter cited as lMo.
Synod, Proceedings, 191l.

4?L. Lochner, "Unsere brasilianische Mission," Dex
Lutheraner, LXIV (28 July 1908), 237. |
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budget of the District Iission Board.48

Opposition to their work also made the life of pastors
bitter in certain areas. In Germany periodicals equated
the Missourli Synod pastors in Brazil with Jesuits. 2 1In
the Christliche Welt and in the Ivangelisches Gemeinde-~Blatt

fuer die La Plata Synode the Missourli Synod's work was said
to be a result of the Monroe Doctrine having North American
industrial and political aims;so The strongest opposition
came from the Riograndenser Synod, which tried to hinder
the Missouri Synod's work with slander.sl Opposition from
Roman Catholic quarters was less than could be expected in
a predominantly Roman Catholic country. The Church of Rome
directed its attacks especilally against Presbyterians,
Baptists, Methodists, and Episcopalians.SQ Sometimes it
tried to oﬁpose Iutheran schools by placing a 39man>catholic
school right next to them.”? Egpecially from the side of
the Riograndenser Synod, already in this périod, opposition

A8 g., ibids, LXIX (7 January 1913), 5.
49L. Fluerbringer], ibid., LXII (4 December 1906), 406.
SQ{H.]»Ma[hlerE, "Tarkéhrte Gedanken und unnuetze Sorgen .
ueber die Taetigkeit dax Missourier in Suedamerika," Kiechen-
blatt, II (1 February 1905), 19-21.

2w, Mathﬁér], nInstitutssache,” ibid., II (15 June
1905), 91.

5rgem, “Brasiliem," ibid., III (15 January 1906), 1.
531dem, ibid., IV (15 August 1907), 125.
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started o decrease.54 An unprofitable strife would heve
been senseless when still in 1909, in the south of Brazil,
of the 300,000 to %504000 people of German origin, about
100,000 had somewhat regular spiritual guidance, 100,000
only sporadical, and 100,000 none whatsoever, 2nd when in
Rio Grande do Sul there were still about 40,000 Germans
who had lived forty years without pastors or resl teachers.55

Not all congregations that asked for the services of
the Missouri Synod remained inside that syncd. The greatest
loss of the period was that of the congregation of Hstancia
Velha., In 1908 the congregation set up a new congregation
order according to which the pastor had to accept anybody
for Holy Supper without asking for name or standing. This,
and similsr procedures Hhat it requested, to which the
pestor did not agree, forced him to resign. A part of the
congregabtion did not agree with the new congregational order
but they did not want to split the congregation and so the
congregation that had called the lMissouri Synod to Brazil
‘SGVered relations with 13.56
In 1911 the congregation of Rinc8o SEo Pedro left the

Missouri Synod becsuse for too long no replscement had come

%4, V., "Porto Alegre," ibid., V (15 Janusry 1908), 1ll.

231, ¥Y[usrbringerl, Der Lutheraner, LXV (27 July 1909),
232, ;

2bg, Plieperl, ibid., LAV (23 farch 1909), 88. "EKurzer
Bericht ueber die Synode in Sitio," Kirchenblatt, VI (1
February 1909), 21. R
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for the pastor “hai had left it.57 For similar reasons the
congregations of Ndo Me Toque and Kronental were lost in
1913-1914, 78
The Rev. Artur Bnge was the first IMissouri Synod pastor

who died in Brazil. He dled of typhus on 13 April 1913.92
The Significance of the Congregation of Porto Alegre

It was the congregation of the president of the District,
the Rev. Wi Mahler. It experienced a steady growth, external
and internal. The other congregations looked upon it for

60

leadership because it was the capital. The Concordia

Publishing House agency was in its midst.ot

In 1906 it
already started a youth soclety, which mat every Sunday
afternoon and soon became a significant factor in the life
of the oongregation.aa In 1909 a Ladies Aid Society was

organized.65 The beginning of the work in Portuguese was

57"Versamm1ung des Brasilianischen Distrikts," Der
Lutheraner, LXVIII (1 October 1912), 314. A. Heine,
TSynodalbericht," Kirchenblatt, IX (1 March 1912), 34-35.

58Mo. Synod, Brazil District, Eroceedings, 1915, p, 8.
59K. S., "Trauerbosschaft aus Brasilisn,"” Der Luther-
anar, LIIX (10 Juae 1913), 189.

80y, Mahler, ibid., LXV (9 March 1909), 69.

®ly,. Synod, Brazil District, Proceedings, 1905, p. 86.
627y, Malhler], Kirchemblatt, IV (15 iugast 1907), 125.

65“Versammlung des Brasilianischen Distrikits,” Der
Lutheraner, LXV (4 May 1909), 133.
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also made there., In 1911 Prof, M. Frosch started to hold
services in Portuguese.64 In 1914 the first Portuguese
confirmation took place there.65 The immigrants that came
to Rio Grande do Sul entered through Porto Alegre. From
1908 on, the immigrant mission was a major concern of the

pastor and professors in Porto iflegre. Through them hundreds

of immigrants were directed to the Missourl Syncd pastors

65

in the colonization areas. From 1907 on, the Seminary

was also in the midst of the congregation in Porte Alegre.

Senindrio Concdrdia 1904-1914

The Institute begun in Bom Jesus in 1903 was discon-
tinued early in 1905 with the return of ths Rev. J.
Hartneister to the United States. In September 1904 the
two year old daughter of Rev. and lMrs. Hartmeister died in
an epidemic of whooping cough.67 It was a hard blow espe-
cially for Mrs. Hartmeister, who broke down eccmpletely in
the beginning of 1905. Hartmeister sent the five pupils
of the Institute to their homes and returned to the United

States with his family., His successor in Bom Jesus did not

Ohgarl Schmids, ibid., De 254.

95ry,1 Malhlerl, Kizchenblatt, XI (1 May 1914), 67.

66nrurzor Bericht ueber die Synode in Sitio," ibid.,
VI (1 February 1909), 21.

67ry.] Malhler], "Bom Jesus," ibid., I (15 October
1904), 188. .
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continue the work of the Institute.ss Three of the

former pupils of the Imstitute taught in psrochial schools.sg
Two of them, A. Flor and E. Wille went to Springfield,
Illinois, in 1907 where they studied uatil 1910.7° mhey
went back to Brazil in 191C when A. ¥Flor became z pastor.
Later on, E. Wille also entered the ministry.7l

The idea of having a Seminary in Brazil to train
Brazilian pastors and teachers for Brazil did not die with
Rev, Hartmelsver's return. In the first Dictriet Synod
of the Brazilian District after its foundastion, in Jaguari,
from 28 April to 2 May 1905, the problem was taken up. I%
wag decided to reopen the Institute as scon as possible,
this time in Porto Alegre. The congregaticn of Porto Alegre
should agein call an assistant pastor to teach at the
Institute. Board was to be twenty mil reis a montu. They
- were te maintain the Institute in this mannsr for three
years and then ask the Synodical convention of the Missouri

Synod %o take over the Ingtitute as its institution.72

68J. Hartmeister, "The Sowing of a Mustard Seed,”
Concordia Historical Institute Guarterly, XXIII (April
1950), 29. :

695. Kunstmann, "Seminario Concordia zu Porto ilegre,"
Kirchenblatt, ZII (1 December 1915), 178.

70,1 Malhlerl, ibid., IV (15 iugust 1907), 125.

v, Malhler], ibid., VII (15 December 1910), 189.
Luther-Kalender, 1951, p. 155.

724y, Synod, Brazil District, Proceedinzs, 1905, p. 86.
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Because of the lack of pastors no assistant pastor was
available for Porto Alegre right away, so, the reopening
of the Institute had to wait. But the Rev. ¥, HMahlex
insistently continwéd to write 2bout the matter in the
Kirchang;g§§.73 With him i1t wes 2 matter of conasclence.

It was his belief that if he and his companlons were in-
different about the education.of future pastors for Brazil,
future generations would rightly accuse them of serious

carelessnessq'?4

Finally on 1 IMay 1907 the Ingstitute reopeoned in Porto
Alegre with two pupils from S8oc bourengo, one from Ijui,
and one from Porto Alegre. lMahler took care of the tsach-

ing and his assistant, the Rev, E. Wegehaupt bocame the

bouge-father. During the year three more studenitis arrived.
A house was rented on the ivenida Pdtria for the Imstitute.
In November 1907 Wegehaupt took charge of the Iastitute,

and was electved director in 2!.908.75 That year another house
was rented on the Rua Ernesto Foantours to provide mors

room.7b Few studente could pay the board so congreguztions

73, Mahlewr, "Institutesache,” Kirchenblett, II (15
June 1905), 91.

7%Ibia., pp. 91-92. [W.] Ma[hler], "Porto Alegre,"
ibid., TL (1 November 1305), 165

"0, 8 i1 District, 2 1 1909, p. 26.
« Synod, Brszil District, Proceedings, <)
J. Kungtnann, De% Iutheraner, LXXII (14 March 1916), 105.

76[w.] Malhler], "Porto Alegre," Kirchenblatt, V
(1 February 1908), 19. 3
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from the neighborhood of rorto ilegre sent farm producis.

A special fund for needy students was create&.77 The Rev.

E, Vegehasupt and the parochial school LHeachers took care

of the instrucﬁion.78 An agsistant professor, Proi., L.
Boeckel was engaged to teach Poruuguase.79 The Oynodical
convention of %he Missouri Syaod of 19038 did anot think it
to be the proper btime to raise the Institute Lo ths level
of Synodical institution bubt declided to Let it remain zs

a District venbure, nevertheless, Syanod decided Lo pay the

80

rant of the provisory quarbers. At the District coaven-

tion in Sitio, 13 to 18 January 1909, the name of the

81 As the

Institute was determined: Beminario Concdrdia.
number of students rsached nineteen in 190982 a larger
building was ranted.83 in 1910 seven of the twenty-two
enrolled studeants were sent out to teach in parochial schools,

some afier one, some after two years of study.84 In 1911

77EE,1 Wlegehauptl, “Porto ilegre,” ibid., V (1 ipril
1908), 52.

781pia.

79 ~ Kunst
Mo. Synod, Proceedings, 1908, p. 78. J. Runstmann,
Der Lutheraner, LAXIT (14 March 1916), 105.

aoﬂo. Synod, RProcegedings, 1903, p. 78.
8y, Synod, Brazil Distsict, Proceedings, 1909, ». 27

821y.3 Ma[hler], "Forbto Alegre," Xircheablaty, VI
(1 July 1909),.99.

835, . Wegehsupt, "Konkordia-Semimar," ibid., VII
(1 February 1910), 1%9.

84[\4.] Malhler], "Aus unserm Seminar," ibid., VII (15
March 1910), 44.
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the Rev. M. Frosch was called to replace lMr. E. Bockel who
had resigned.85 For half a year Prof. Frosch had to cone-
duct the teaching with only the help of imstructors because
that year president Wegehaupt went to the Synodical con-
vention of the Migsouri Synod to present a request of
$25,000 to buy the land and build adequate quarters for the
Seminario, The rented building was old, wet, ilnadequate,
and consumed much money in rent. Instead of the amount asked
for, the convention voted $5,000 for that purpose and
allowed Direktor Wegehaupt to lecture before congregations
in the United States to raise that sum,86 in which he was
partially successful.87 The convention also decided to pay
the salaries of the professors from the Synodical treasury.aa
By that time a joint-stock company had been formed by
pastors and laymen in Rio Grande do Sul. They bought a
piece of land, 425 x 120 feet, next to the church of the
congregation in Porto Alegre at an advantageous price. 4s
soon as the money for the building arrived from the United

States,89 the shares and the deed of the property were

85rw.]1 Malhler], "Porto Alegre,” ibid., VIII (1 April
1911), 52. o5,

86Mo. Synod, Progeedings, 1911, p. 82.

87pp. S., "Unsere Missionen,” Der Lutheraner, LXVIII
(11 June 1912}, 185.

88I"Io.

Synod, Proceedings, 1911, pp. 82, 116.

89ru.1 Ma[hler], "Aus unserm Seminar," Kirchenblatt,
IX (1 July 1912), 100.
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handed over to the Board of Control of the Seminary.go

In April 1912 the first gradustion took place at the
Semindrio Concdrdias. Three students: Xarl Roll, Friedrich
Strelow, and Franz Hoffmann graduated as teachers and
received their calls.91

The money for the building came in June 1912. The
construction work was started on 2 July 1912. A special
offering was raised among the congregations. The Seminary

building, a modest wood building of 40 x 48 feet was dedi-

ok cated on 29 September 1912.92 Vice-president Heine delivered

the dedication sermon. The next day, almost ten years after
the first Institute students starved school in one half of

a barn, classes opened in the first Seminary building, built
for educational purposes.95 When classes began in 1913,

the Rev. W, Mahler was again teaching, to take something off
of the load of Direktor Wegehaupt and Prof. Frosch.-' That
year the Seminary for the first time had a theological

¢lass. The curriculum for the theological students was

OTgem, "Aus dem Seminar," ibid., XI (1 March 1914),
55.

Ngdem, ibid., IX (1 July 1912), 100,

%21pia.  J. Kunstmenn, Der Lutheransr, LXXII (14
March 13916), 105.

5rw.1 Ma[hler]l, "Bericht der Aufsichtsbehoerde,”
Kirchenblatt, X (1 February 1913), 20.

5. C. Wegehaupt, "Konkordia Seminar zu Porto Alegre,"
ibid., XI (15 February 1914), 28.
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three years of Pro-seminary and three years of theology,

and for the normal course, five yeers altogether.95

The End of the Period

iccording to the author the year 1914, with the begin-
ring of the First Worid War and consequent interruption
of German immigration mark the emd of a period in the his-
tory of the Braziliesn District of the Missouri Synod, and
in the history of Lutherapism in Brazil in general. For the
Bragilien District, a fact that can be called the closing
event of the period is the return of the Rev. W. liahler, the
first resident Migsourl Synod missionary in Brazil, its
first Missionary Director, the first president of the
Brazilisn District of the Missourl Synod, and the first

editor of the Kirchenblatt. All cother pastors that had come

0 Brazil in 1901 and 1902 had already returned to the United
States. The Rev. W. lMahler was president of the Brasilian
District until 1910 when he resigned because the strenuous
work had impaired his health, especially his nerves.96 The
Rev. A, Vogel succeeded him as president and was in his turn

succeeded by the Rev. A, Heine in 1913.97 The Rev. W.

: d95E. C. Wegghaupt, "Konkordia Seminar,” ibid., X
15 Yanuary 1913%), 12,

98y, Mahler, "Amtswechsel," ibid., VII (1 February
1910), 19.

97Luther—Kalender, 1951, p. l1l64.
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Mahler's family went to the United States im August 1913

because of his wife's illness. When she had to be operated,
the Rev. W. Mahler left Rlo Grande do Sul for the United
States for the last time on 1 August 1914.98 Mahler's
leadership was one of the outstanding factors under God

in the success of the Missourl Synod's mission work in
Brazil., When he arrvived in Brazil seventeen families be-
longed to the Missourl Synod, when he left, there were
15,000 baptized memhers.

98Ho. Synod, Brazll Distriet, Proceedings, p. 9.
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CHAPTER V
THE FIRST WORLD WAR: 1914-1918
General Character of the Period 1914-1918

The years 1914-1918 were difficult years for the
Brezilian District of the Missouri Synod. DIven though
Brazil did not enter the war before 1917, the economie
effects of the war were felt in Brazil from its beginning.
This and other factors made the years of the First World
Wap years of special hardship for the Imtheran pastors and
congregations in B8razil. No considerable expamsion was
undertaken. During the latter part of the period the inmer

growth of most of the congregations was btemporarily checked.

Situation in 1914

During the three years preceding the war the Brazilian
District lost eight pastors, one through death and the
others due to their returan to the'United States.l This meant
that almost one-third of the more experienced missionzaries

was substituted by inexperienced recently graduated candidates,

1l
Neunundzwanzigster Synodal-Bericht der Allgemeinen
Deutschen Ev.-Luth. Synode von Missouri, Ohio ung andern
Staaten, versammelt a%s Vierzehnte Delegatensynocde im Jahre
%E:E Zzu Chicazo, Illinois (St. Louis: Concordia rPublishing
ouse, 1914), p. 92. Hereafter cited as Mo. Synod, Eroceed-
ings, 1914. = =k

I
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who first had to learn to know the conditions in Brazil
before their work could be fruitful. Some pastors whe had
resigred were not replaced at all. [1In 1913 there wers
twenty-eight parish pastors in the Brazilian District, in
1915 there were only twenty-six. The number of congrega-
tions and preaching stations, however, increased consider-
ably during the same period. In 1914 they numbered seventy-
four; in 1915, one hundred and twenty-one.2 This resulted in
more superficial, sporadic, and inefficient pastoral care
and parish education, even thouzgh the pastors over-exerted
themselves and some had to resign because of impalred
health.3 By 1915 the need for more pastors became desperate.
The pastors and lay delegates present at the District conven-
tion in S8o Leopoldo in January 1915 sent a petition to
the brethren in faith in Worth imerica, asking for at least
seven new men and the necessary financial backing for their
support. 4 description of the ten places thalt needed a

pastor most urgently was sent along with the petition.4

Ten
pastors went from the United States to Brazil from 1914 %o

1918 and eight resigned from their positions in the Brazilian

2upenkschrift," Der Luthersner, LXXI (25 May 1915), 200.

3r4.] Hleinel, "Aus Bruderkreisen,” Evangelisch-Luther-
isches Kirchenblat% fuer Suedamerika, XII (15 AugusE 1915%,
124, lereaiter cited as Kirchemblatt. "Brasilien," Dex
Lutheraner, LXXI (27 April 1915), 165.

4npenkschrift,” ibid., LXXI (25 May 1915), 200-202.




field in the same pericd.5

Expansion during the Period

In the areas of Guaranl and TGrechim where the primeval
forests had rescently been populazted by immigrants, the

majority of them Germen-Russians, there wss considerable

H

exXpansion. Sevaeral new congregations and preaching sbations |

(*

were started. In the Guareni esrea the Rev. A. Leshenbsuer,
who arrived there in 1915, orgsnized his parish in a model
fashion., EHe instructed the lay teachers personally., Their
efficient teaching in the severzl schools of the perish
proved ‘fruitful. Near the closs of 1915 the Rev. O. Raschke
started to work in Cerro Azul, in the same arez. In 1919

B, Krieser became the first resident Missouri Synod pastor |
in Santa Rosa, the town which later became the center of

Imthersnism in the nerthwest of Rio Grande do Sul.s In the

north of thes state severzl coagregstions and preaching

stations were founded by the Rev. J. Busch in the Erechim

area.7 In 1914 he received the help of B, Sprengler and in

5Luther—Kalender fuer Suedamerika auf das dJahr 1951,
edited by 4. Lehenbauer snd P. schelp (Porto iAlegre: Casa
Publicadora Concordia), pp. 148-150. Hereafter cited as
luther-Kalender, 1951,

6 ; .
A. Lehenbauer, Roughing it for Christ in the Wilds of
Brazil (2Zwickau, Geimany: ohannes Herrmenn, L1 ¥y

Dpe 1=33. Wes, "Porto Alegre," Kirchenblatt, XIII (15

Januazv 1916)' 12. {

7 Bluschl, "Brasilien," Der Lutheraner, LXXI (19
January 1915), 28,
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1915 thet of C, Wachholz.® In the Alto Taquari area the
large parish of Conventos asked for a Missouri Synod
pastor.g In 1916 the Rev. R. Gueths was installed there.lo
The congregation of Paraiso, in Gachoeira, that formerly

had belonged to the Riograndenser Synod asked for a pastor

whom tGhey received in the pesrson of bhe Reve. W, A, Becker.ll
The War: Effects in 1914

The first World War bhad no direct poliitical effecis in
Bragil before 1917. TFor a while it looked as if a revolu-
tion would vake place begause of the desperalbie sconoale
situation, but none took place.12 in sconomic crisis
which existed before, became more serious after the begin-
ning of the war; the price of food increased; laborers
were dismissed or had their working bours reduced. Ilost
members of the Missouri Lutheran congregutions in the towas

were wage earners. lissionaries also sufifered when they

BJ. Busch, "Marcellino Ramos wnd Barro,” XKirchenblatt,
ZIT (15 May 1915), 76.

9[4.] Hleinel, Kirchenblatb, XII (15 October 1915),

157.

10, 7. Lehenbauer, "Brasilien,” Der Lutheraner, LXXIII
(2 January 1917), 6.

11rA.] Hleinel, "ius Bruderkreisen," Kirchenblatt,
XII (15 Janvary 1915), 1l2.

12p, Pf[otenhauer], "Brasilien," Der Lutheraner, LIXI
(5 January 1915), 8.
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received only part of the promised support from the
Mission treasury, and none at all for a while.13 This,
however, did not hinder the exteranal growth, for iHhe number
of congregations increased from 1914 %o 1915 and again from
1915 to 1916.1%

Prof. Johannes Kunstmann

Two noteworthy eveants of 1915 were Ghe arrival of Prof.
J. Kunstmann at the Seminario Concérdia in Porto Alcgre,
and the graduation of the first group of theological cundi-
dates at the same seminary.,

‘The bynodical Goavenltion of the Ilissourl Syanod in
1914 ordered the esbtablishment of a theological cheir st
Porto Alegre,‘as the third professorship of The Ceminério
Concordia, at the vequest of the Board for Houme Hissions.15'
Prof. J. Kunstmanan, who had formerly been @ professor in
Australia and then president of the Free Church of Saxony,le
was expelled from CGermany when the war began for being a

British citizen. He was in the United States at the time

‘ 153. Sprengler, “Versammlung des Brasilianischen Dis-
trikts,” ibid., LXZI (13 4pril 1915), 140.

14Ibid. W. Pennekamp, "Versemmlung des Brasilianischen
Distrikts," ibid., LXXII (12 September 1916), 350.

15Ho. Synod, Proceedings, 1914, p. 96.

lGE. Plardieck], Der Lutheraner, LXIX (2 September
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when he was elected and accepted the call to the Semindrio

o

“Concdrdia in Porto Alegre.l7 Prof., Jd, Kunstmann left Hew
York with his fenmily on © February 1915 and arrived in

Porto Alegre on 3 March 1915. After a few days he starbed
with the instruction of the theological class., He was in-

stalled as professor and president of the Seminfrio Concdrdia

on 14 March 1915.18 He mede an excellent iupression upon
the pastors working in Brazil, most of them vary young men.
He soon became & leader in the district. He was the most
prominent figure of the Brazilian district from his arrival
until he broke with the Missouri Synod in 1922, Already in
1915 he made twips tn different parts of Rio Grande do Sul
giving lectures to arouse the interest of the congregations

in favor of the Seminario Goncordia.19

The First Lutheran Pastors Who Graduated in South America

Under the competent direction of Prof. J. Kunstmanmn

the first theological students of the Semindrio Concdrdia

completed their studiles in December 1915. From 6 to 9

December they had the written examinations.'. They wrote a i

17%. pelotenhauer], ibid., LXXI (5 January 1915), 8.

18G{racbner], ibid., LXXI (16 March 1915), 104. ]
GLreebner]l, "Unsere Srasilionische Anstalt,“ ibid., LILT

(22 June 1915), 247. V. F., "Porto Alaegre," Kirchenblatt,
XII (1 4pril 1915), 52. :

19J. K[unstmann], "Vortragsreise,” ibid., XIII (1
March 1916), 28.
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sermon, a catechesis, an 0ld Testament and a New Testa-
ment exegesis, @ Dogmatics and a Church History essay. On
the tenth, the oral examination took place in the presence
of several pastors and other guests. The same day the
graduation service was held,eo in which the five candidates
received their diplomas. What makes this event of outstand-
ing historical significance is the fact that these first
theological graduates of Seminario Concdrdia were at the
same time the first ILutheran theological candidates who
received their complete theological training in & Seminary
in South .-’-.merica.21

The five young men were LEvald Hirschmanny Wilhelm
Doege, Kurt Raschke, Reinhdd Gueths, and Berthold Ergang.
Their background was typical of South American Lutherans
at this time and shows the variety of background of the
people among whom Missouri Synod missionaries worked in
Brazil,

Ewald Hirschmann was born on 9 December 1888 at Lodz
in Rugsian Poland. He migrated to Brazil in 1896. He lived
in the SBo Lourengo area where he was a member of the S3o
Pedro congregation. He attended the parochial school from

1900 to 1903. In October 1903 he entered the Institute at

207, K[unstmann], "Vortragsreise," ibid., XIII (1
March 1916), 28.

21g, K[unstmann], "Konkordia-Seminar," ibid., XII
(15 November 1915), 172.
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Bom Jesus, When the Institute was closed he taught in
parochial schools until 1909 when he entered the Semindrio
in Porto Alegre. He again taught school in 1910-1911. In
1912 he returned to finish his theological studies.

Wilhelm Doege was born on 28 llay 1890 in Sitio, Santa
Cruz, He attended a private school for three years and was
confirmed by a pseudo-pastor in 1903. In 1908, influenced
by the Rev. M. Frosch, he entered the Seminsrio Concordia.
In 1909 he left the Semindrio to teach school for two and
a8 half years. Then he rebturned to complete his studies.

Kurt Raschke was born om 12 April 1889 in Leipzig,
Germany. From his sixth to his fourteenth year he attended
public schools He was confirmed in 1903 and afterwards
attended busiress school. He migrated to Brazil in 1909,
settling in Ijui. From 1911 to Baster 1912 he served as
assistant teacher in Guarani. Then he entered the Semindrio
to prepare himself for the ministry.

Reinhold Gueths was bormn on 10 iugust 1894 at Séo
Jodo, Santa Cruz. In 1900 his parents moved to Toropi.
There he attended a private school and for four and a half
years Pastor Moeller's school. He was confirmed in 1907.
On 20 August 1907 he entered the Seminario. From January
1911 to May 1912 he taught school in the south of the state.
Then he returned to the Seminario to finish his studies.

Berthold Ergang was born on 22 liay 1894, in Russian
Poland. He migrated to Brazil with his parents in 1899 and
settled in Ijui. He attended different schools for tThree

i B
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and a half years and in 1908 the Missouri Synod parochial
school, He was confirmed by the Rev. E. Mueller in 1909,
In February 1909 he entered the Seminario, In 1911 he
taught school in Guarani and then returned to finish his
studies.22

With these five men the character of the Lutheran
ministry in Brazil began to change. The ministry of North
American pastors was, as a rule, temporary, even provisory,
in many instances with the attention turned towards the
United States with the idea of returning as soon as possible.
Resignations were frequent. Volunteers to serve the church
in Brazil were hard %o find and harder to :r:'eta:i.::l.g3 is a
result, vacancies in Brazlllian parishes were frequent and
long. These, and too frequent changes of pastors, in many
instances prevented a better understanding of the situation
on the part of the pastors and resulted in a less efficlent
parish education., Pastors who had grown up and were trained
in Brazil were more reliable. They served the church in
Brazil for many more years than the average North Amerigan

pastor who worked in Brazil, as is shown by the career of

227, K[unstmann], "Die Theologische Kandidaten vom
Jahre 1915," ibid., XII (1 December 1915), 180-18l.

23Mo. Synod, Proceedings, 1914, p. 91. Minutes of the

29th General Meeting of Gthe Lv. Luth. Synod of Hissouri,
5EI5, and Other States, being the 1Ath %ssemﬁii of Delegates,

and held in the year of our Lord 1914, ab hicago,
(5t. Louis: Concordia Publishing ﬁouse,“I@IEj, P. 27.
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the first five Brazillian trained pastors. B. Ergang

received a call Vo Argentina and in 1950, at the time of

the golden jubilee of the lMissouri Synod's work in Brazil,

was still active there. W. Doege served at Triunfo from
1916 to 1918, at Pogo das Antas from 1918 to 1926, and
from 1926 on, at Getulio Vargas where he still was active
_in 1950, R. Gueths served in Conventos from 1916 to 1945 |
when he had to resign because of illmess. E. Hirschmann
served at Sante Clera do Ingai from 1916 to 1921, at Santa
Coleta from 1921 to 1937, at Bom Jesus from 1937 to 1940,

and at Ajuricaba from 1940 to 1944, when he died. C. Raschke

served at Colonia Pinheiro Machado (Serro Azul) from 1916

%o 1946 and from 1946 on, at Ajuricaba, where he was still

|
ek Their entrance into the ministry was an -

active in 1950,
important step taken towards the formation of an indigenous

church.
President Pfotenhauer's Visit in 1916

During the first fifty years of the Missouri Synod's
work in Brazil, the only time that a president of the ]
Missouri Synod visited Brazil was in 1916, when President |
F. Pfotenhasuer visited Some congregations and attended the

District Convention.

2'!"J'. K[unstmann], "Jahresbericht des Konkordia-Seminars,"
Kirchenblatt, XII (15 December 1915), 186-188. Luther-
Kalender, 1951, pp. 144, 151.
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Several problems faced by the Brazilian District made

such a visitation 1mperative.25 The most serious of these
problems had been the ingompetent handling of the District
treasury, which had brought about a shortage of funds of
about twenty thousand mil reis by the end of 1915, according
to the revision undertaken by Prof. J. Kunstmann.26

Dr. Pfotenhauver arrived in Porto iAlegre on 17 February
1916. There he spent two weeks holding conferences with ;
Tthe District Mission Bosrd, with the District Revision i
Committee, with the Board of the Book Agency, with the Board

of Control of the feminary, with the Faculty of the Seminary,

and with individual pastors. On 3 March he weat o Santa

e A =

quia,27 and then to Toropi, Sertdo, and Vila Clara %o
visit the congregations in those places. Or 11 March he
traveled to Ijul and from there te Sitio, Santa Cruz, %o

attend the District Convention that took nlace there from

25 " o
Synodal-Bericht der Allgemeinen Ev.~Luth. Synode
von Missouri, Ohio und sndern otasten, versammelt als
Tuenfzehnte Delegatensynode im Jahre 1917 zu Nilwaukes, Wis.
(St. Louls: Concordia Publishing House, 1917), p. 66. Here-
after cited as Mo. Synod, Proceedings, German edition, 1917.

26 AN
Zehnter Synodal-Bericht des Brasilianischen Districts
der Deutschen Lv.-Lutherischen Synode von llissouri, Ohio und
andern Staaten, versammelt zu Si%IO, Santa cruz, Rio Grande
do Sul, Brasilien. Anno Domini 1916 (Porto Alegre, Brazil:
Carlos Echenique, 1916), p. 35. Hereafter cited as lo.
Synod, Brazil District, Proceedings, 1916.

273, Neukuckatz, "P. Alegre," Kirchenblatt, XIII
(15 March 1916), 44,
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16 to 22 March 1916,28

Several serious problems fagced the thirty-ome pastors,
three Synodical teachsrs, snd seven lay delegates thet meb
at Sitio. One of the probleme was that most congregatiocuns
were contributing less than they could, or should, for the
support of the pastors., Several causas were mentioned, the
generally difficult economic situation of the country, the
lack of Christian education aad understanding on the part
of most congregations, the lack of thankfulness for the
ministry of the pure Gospel. The single most influential
cause for the average low offerings for church purposes
was the tax, or fee system introduced in Rio Grande do Sul

by the pseudo-pastors, retained by the Riograndensser Synod,

and generally accepted before bthe lMissourli Oynod pastors
introduced free offerings. According to the tax system
each house-father (house-fathers were the only contributors)
member of a certain congregation pald the same amount that
every other family in that congregation paid, whether rich
or poor. The injustice of such a2 system was exposed by
President Pfotenhsuer, who was very surprised that such a
system existed, because he ha@ never before heard anything
about this single greetect hindrsnce for the self-suppord

of the congregetions in Brazil. He said that not even a

28Mo. Synod, Brazil District, Proceedings, 19}6, Pe e
J. Busch, "Unsere diesjaehrige Synodalversammlung,
Eirchenblatt, XIII (1 April 1916), 51-52.
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government was so unjust to ask the szame zmount of taxes
from everyone regardless of his income. The steps taken
by the convention towards solution of the problem was %o
cut off part of the support of the congregations fLrom which
more was expected towards the support of thelr pestors. It
was recognized, however, that many coagregations were really
poor and that they would have to be supported partially for
a8 long time yet.

Other evils Gthat plagued congregations were slso dis-
cussed, such as the fact that some coungregations refused
to introduce communion announcement, and the fact that
church atvendance and Holy Communion participation were
usually very weak., The Seminary and Districi treasury re-
vealed that there had been a lack of order in the bockkeep=~
ing resulting in a shorbage of Funds equivalent to aboutb
45,000, Dr. Pfotenhsuer promised that the Synodical btreasury
would cover about three-fourths of that amount. & set of
regulations was set up to prevent future disorder in the
treasury. Dr. Pfotenhasuer assisted throughout fhe con~-
vention with timely advice and slso presented en overview
of the Missouri Synod's work in the United States and Canada,
Prof. J. Kunstmann, who also presented the docirinal essay,
spoke of the work of the Lutheran Church in Zurope, Asia,
and Australia. Prof. J. Kunstmann was elected treasurer.
The District President, the Rev., A, Heine resigned; the vice-

president, the Rev. E. Mueller became president; Prof. Je
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Eunstmenn was clected vice-president. At the end of the
conventicn Prof, J. Kunstmenn, in the name of the Brazilisn

District, thanked President Pfotenhauer for his visit and

for his help in solving the pressing problems. AfSer attend-

ing the convention Dr. Pfotenhauer continued his visitation
trip to Argentina.eg
Back in the United States Dr. Pfotenhauer gave a very
favorable report on the work being done in Brazil, to the
Synodical conveontion of the Missouri Synod of 1917:
At 8ynod's request President Pfotenhauer gave an oral
report on his South American visitation. He spoke
highly of the selfw-sacrificing work done by our
migsionaries in Brazil and Argentina, and declared the
blessing of the Lord had rested upon their labors in

abundant measure, All the men are overworked and the
great need is for mors laborers.

Direct Effects of the European War: 1917-1918

In Porto iLlegre the first violent anti-~CGerman outbreak
occurred on the dark day, 16 April 1917, immediately after

Bragil had severed diplomatic relations with Germany. It

should not be forgotten that the largest German group outside

29W. Pennekamp, "Versammlung des Brasilisnischen
Distrikts, " Der Lutheraner, LXXII (12 September 1916), 350.
J. Busch, Kirchenblatt, XL1iLl (1 April 1916), 51-52. Mo.
Synod, Brazil Distridt, Proceedings, 1916, pp. 17-35.

5°Proceed;ﬁgs of the Thirtieth Convention of the Ev.

Luth. Synod of Hissouri, OURic and Other otates, Assembled
as the %Ifteaﬁtﬁ Deiega%a Synod at Nilwaukse, Wis., Ig%g
20= o S5t. Louis: CUoncordia Publishing House, ),
Pe 58, ereafter cited as Mo. Synod, Proceedings, English
edition, 1917.
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Germany and the United States lived in the south of Brazil.
Stores and shopa owned by Germans were burned by the mob,
windows of houses vwhere Germene lived were broken. The mob
passed in front of the Semindrio and the Lubtheran Church
but did no% break one single windowpane, sven though the
lettering in front of the church was in German; a few minutes
before this the mob had broken windows of the Methodist
Church on the same sbreet which had its lettering in
Portuguese, HNobthing hapvened to the Semindrio, although
the professors had been warned that 1t wasz cn the black list
and would be burned. The mob rule continued into the night.
The next; dasy the pollce took things in hand again,

A pagtorsl conference schedulsd to meet in Porto Alsgre
on 18 and 19 April was not held. As the pagbors arrived
they were advised to rebturn home again.,

Other violent oubtbursts did not follow, but laws against
the use of the German language were promulgated and enforced.al
In October 1917 the Brazilian govermment forbade the publica-
tion of periodicals in the German language and closed the
schools where no Portuguese was taught. XNo sermons were %o
be preached in German. From November 1917 to April 1918

several pastors could not hold public services. Several

CL K[{unstmann], "Porto Alegre," Kirchenmblatt, IIV
(1 May 1917), 69. J. K[unstmann], "Janresberichte des
Konkordia-Seminars 1917-1918," ibid., XV (1 Februery 1920),
193
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Parochial schools were temporarily closed.52 The Kirchen-

blatt appeared for the last time during the war on the
occasion 6f the Four Hundredth Anniversary of the Reforma=-
tion, 31 October 1917, but even that number did not reach
most of the subscribers because the Post O0ffice by that
time started to withhold publications in German. In its

Place a Portugueseperiodical, the lensageiro Luteranc was

published with an English supplement; the Portuguese part
was edited by the Rev. L. C. Rehfeldt and the English by
Prof, J. Kunstmann.35
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At the Seminario, Prof. M. Frosch had resigned at the
end of 19167+ but still taught at the Semindrio until the
end of 1917 when also Prof. E., C. Wegehaupt resigned to
return to the United States. To fill Prof. M. Frosch's
position the Rev. L, C. Rehfeldt was elected professor.

He accepted the call and moved to Porto Alegre in January
1918,%°% At least thirty students were expected Bor the

32garl Schmidt, "Nachrichten aus Brasilien,” Der
Lutheraner, LXXV (25 February 1919), 56.

53J. K[unstmannl, "Das Evangelisch-imth. Kirchenblatt
fuer Suedamerika," Kirchemblatt, XIV (1 October 1919), 172.

345, B, Mueller, "Amtliche inzeige," ibid., XIV (1
February 1917), 21. HMo. Synod, Proceedin:s, Germsn edition,
1917, p. 65.

35J. K[unstmann], Kirchenblatt, XV (1 February 1920),
18.
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year 1918.°° 0n 11 January 1918, in the middle of the
summer vacation, a plece of paper was handed to Prof.
Kunstmann by a military officer with the order:

O Seminario Concordia est2 fechado de ordem da

Policia Militar, em vista de haver suspeitas de que

ndo é cumprida a lei prohibitiva do ensino em allem3o.

O seu fechamento foi determinado em 10 de Janeiro

de 1918.357

The officer who sent the order, Gemeral Mesquitas,
retired the next day. All efforts by Profs. Kunstmann and
Rehfeldt to have the crder reversed were in vain.38 The
Seminary could not open for the schoolyear 1918. The theo=-
logical and pedagogiczl students were sent out to serve
temporarily as vicars.59

Pagtoral work was seriously hindered by the lanpguage
laws from November 1917 to April 1918. Preaching in German
was forbidden and when pastors tried to preach in Portuguese,
churches remained empty because members did not understand

it.qo Congregational life practically stopped in most congre-

gations for half a year. The pastoral work was restricted

36F. Pfotenhauer, "Aus Brasilien," Der Lutheraner,
LXXIV (15 January 1918), 26.

37vDhe Semindrio Concdrdia is closed by order of the
Military Police, because it is suspected that the law for-
bidding teaching in German is not upheld." J. K[unstmenn],
Kirchenblatt, XV (1 February 1920), 18.

B1ugd.
391vid.

40p, Pfotenhauer, "Nachrichten aus Suedamerika," Der
Iutheraner, LXXIV (26 March 1918), 113.
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to visits and house services. 't

The Rev. O, Voss, serving the parish of Rolante,
with about one thoussnd souls, was forbidden to hold ser-
Vices in January 1918; from February to April he could
hold only reading services. In May conditions returned to
normal,

The Rev. J. Busch in the Brechim srea had to close a
8chool because of the language problem. He was permitted
%o hold only reading services in Portuguese.

The Rev, C. Wachholz in HMarcelino Ramos could only hold
Teading services in Portuguese.

The Rev. G. Lehenbauer in Sitio could hold no services
at all and had his school closed for two months. From
February 1918 on he could have reading services.

The Rev. C. Lehenbauer in Arroic do lMeio preached his
last sermon on 4 October 1917 and for almost half a year
could only hold reading services.

President E. Mueller, in Ijui, could have no services
at all for three months.42

In Porto Alegre no services at all were permitted %o

be held from December 1917 to Palm Sunday 1918, from then

on reading services were permitted. During the whole year

%1y, Mlueller], "Praesidialbericht,” Eirchenblatt, XV
(1 January 1920), 5.

#2gar1 Schmidt, "Nachrichten aus Brasilien," Der
Lutheraner, LXXV (25 February 1919), 56=57.
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1918 Prof. J. Kunstmann took care of the congregation.43

In the northwest of Rio Grande do Sul, a servere
draught and a locust plague destroyed most of the crops and
at the same time raised the cost of living considerably.44

The theological candidates, that were supposed to go
' from the United States to Brazil in March 1918, could not
leave New York because of the war.45

From April 1918 on, the prohibition of the use of
German was gradually lifted. Pastors could again hold !
reading services, and, after a while, to preach in German
again.46

Even the Semindrio Yeopened, although the ordinance
that had closed the school was never officizlly lifted. !
Prof. J. Kunstmann called back two of the five theological |
students who were serving as vicars. He started to instruct |
the two, B. Flor and R, Hasse in his own house from 7 April
to mid~-September 1918, They covered a year's program on an
accelerated schedule. They graduated in September 1918,
the second theological class to graduate. The three other

{8q K[unstmann], "Porto Alegre,” Kirchanblatt, XIV
(1 October 1919), 172.

s Pfotenhauer, Der Lutheramer, LXXIV (26 March
1918), 113, T Gl

45Tpia.

#6p, Pflotenhauer], "Nachrichten aus Brasilien,"
ibid., LXZIV (13 August 1918), 272.
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theological students, August Drews, EZmil Krieser, and
W. Schwalenberg were instructed on an accelsrated basis
from September 1918 to February 1919, when they graduated.
Prof. L. C. Rehfeldt started to instruct the seven students
of the advanced FPro-seminary class in the Seminary build-
ing on 14 lMay 1918. They were not disturbed. On 4 Novem-
ber 1918 the Pro-seminary students had %o be sent home for
the influenza epidemic was startiag to rage in Porto Alegre

and all schools had %o be closed.47
The Beginning of the ILuso Mission in Lagoa Vermelha

Until 1918 the missionary work of the Missouri Synod
in Brazil had been conducted only among people of German
origin., The last year of the First World Var, however, saw
the beginning of a uaique development in the first half
century of the Igreja Zvangelica Luterana do Brszil, the

beginning of its only exclusively Lu3048

Migsion, in Lagoa
Vermelha, Rio Grande do Sul.

Early in 1918 the Rev. Th. Strieter, of SZo Leopoldo,
met the intendenteq9 of Lagoa Vermelha during a train trip.

The inftiendente became interested in the work and teachings

47J. EGunstmann], Kirchemblatt, XV (1 February 1920),
18-20 L

4BLuso-Brazilian, is a Brazilian of Portuguese origin,
sometines with some lndian or Negro blood.

49intendentg is the equivalent of the mayor of a county.
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of the Luthersn Church and spoke of the dissatisfaction of
the people of his county with the Roman Catholic Church.
He invited Strieter to zive a lscture about the Lutheran
Church in Lagoa Vermelha. Strieter and the Rev. E. Mueller,
the president of the district, went to Lagoa Vermelha to
survey the mission opportunities there, in order to report
to the District Mission Board. They found no other Protes-
tant church working there. They were very well received and
their lecture was well attended. People showed interest in
the work and doctrine of the Lutheran Church. New Testaments
were distributed. Strieter and Mueller were invited to
come again to start 8 lutheran Mission. Later, Strieter,
this time accompanied by the Rev. J. Busch, again visited
‘Lagoa Vermelha to prepare the fisld for the establishment
of a mission., The District Mission Board, that met from
12 to 14 September 1918, decided to start the ILuso Mission.
That szme month R. Hasse, & born Brazilian, who knew
Portuguese as well as German, gradusted from the Semindrio.
He accepted the call to start the Luso lMission and weat to
Lagoa Vermelha in October 1918.7°C The development and

eventual failure of that mission belongs to the next perdod.

SOK. K., "Unsere lusobrasil.Mission in Lagoa Vermelha,®
Kirchenblatt, XV (15 January 1920), 9-12. F. Pflotenhauerl,
"Nachrichten aus Brasilien," Der Lutheraner, LXXIV (13 g
August 1918), 272-27%. L. Fluerbringer), Tius Suedamerika,
ibid,, LXKV (16 December 1919), 406.




CHAPTER VI
DEVELOFIMENTS IN THE TWENTIES: 19192-1930

Survey

The prohibition of the use of the German languege from
the pulpit and in the schoolz had been oo short to have
permanent results. After it was lifted the pastoral work
was carried out again almost exclusively in German. Despite
the prohibition and the hatred against everything German,
no pastor had suffered bodily ksmm, no church property had
been dumaged.l in 1919 conditvions returned to normal. The
Kirchenblatt was again published.a In a short Gime it had
more subscribers than it had had before the war. In 1925
ite edition reacked 2,000.5 But in many parishes half a
year without regular services had disaccustomed the msmbers
from regular church attendance, To many pastors it seemed

that the hard won ground in parish education had been lost

lProceedlnps of the Thirty-TFirst Hational Convention
of the Iv., Luth. Synod o of hlssouri, Ohl and Other otates,

assembled as Lhe bixteen " Delegatbe o nod at Detrqu, TMiche o
June 16— 22 {5%. Douis: Concord Ia Publishing House,

1950), Do 55 ereafter cited as Mo, Synod, Proceedings,
English edition, 1920.

2J. Kunstmenn, "Das EvangelischelLuth. Kirchenblatt,"
Evangelisch-Lutherisches Kirchenblatt fuer Suedamerika, XIV
(1 %ctober 1919y, 172. Hereafter cited as Kirchenblatt.

3W. Rehr, "Aus Brasilien," Der Luthersner, LXXXII (16
March 1926), 95.
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again and that the same hard fight against indiffersnce
toward church and communion atitendance had %o be fought
all over agein., It sesmed that they had %o start their
work from the beginning again.4

The major events in the externsl development of the
period 1919-1930 were, the failure of the Iuso Mission in
Lagoa Vermelha, and the success in the expanzion to the
states of Santa Catarina, Parand, and Bepirito Santo. Fruit-
less meetings about the possibility of church fellowship
were held with another Lutheran Synod of Ssnta Catarina and
Parand in 1920.5 The political climate was one of relative
unrest during the period. It culminated in s revolution
in 1930. This revolution, which resulted in 2 dictatorship

is taken to mark the end of the periocd.
The Luso Mission in Liagoa Vermelha

In October 1918, the Rev. R. Hasse established residence
in Lagoa Vermelha, a town in the north of Rio CGrande do Sul,
where the German element was elmost nonexistent among the

population. The mission work was carried out completely in

4Eigunddreissi ster Synodalbericht der Evangseligch-
Lutherischen Synode von Missouri, Ohio und gndern Staaten,
versammelt als Sechzehnite Delegatensynode im Jahre 1920
in Debrolt, iich. (St. LOULS: Eoncordia Publishing House,
1920), p. 122, Hereafter cited as Mo. Synod, Proceedings,
German edition, 1920.

L. Pluerbringer], "Aus Suedamerika,” Der Lutheraner,
LXXV (16 December 1913), 406.
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Portuguese among Lugo-Brasilians®

of Rowan Catholic backe
ground. At first services were held im z movie theater,

A mission school was started. The Rev. Th. Striater was
called to be its director in 1919. e stayed there unti
1921 when he returned Yo the United States.! TFor & while
the school had seventy puplls. R. Hasss began to prezach
in the neighboring towns. For some btime he prasched in
seven different places.8 He had aigh hopes for Vacarisa
and Bom Jesus. The young missicn guffered a very serious
blow when in July 1920 a very promising young nember was
murdered by political opponents while fulfilling his office
9

of gubintendsante. The Reve O« Jd. Wagholz substituted for

Th., Strieter in Lagoa Vermelha in 1921. He directed the
school there until 1924 when he returned to Ghe United
Stataé. Also in 1921 the candidates C., J. Mundel and Oct.
Schueler filled the places of Bom Jesus and IZstencia Velhs,

10

respectively. The Rev. C. J. Yhandel stayed only two years

6See Chapter V, n. 48, p. 105.

? s 4 s 3 - = o

L. Fluerbringerl, Der Lutheraner, LIV (16 December
1919), 406, A, Kramer, "Aus Brasilien," ibid., LXXVI (27
January 1920), 23.

8¢. F. Lenenbauer, "Aus Brasilien," ibid., LXXVII
(25 Januery 1921), 20.

9Ibid., p. 21, Subintendente was a high county officer.
10, r. Llehenbauer]l, “Porto Alegre,” Kirchenblatt,

XVI (1 August 1921), 116. Tois Estancia Velha is in the
Lagoa Vermelha area.
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in the Lusc IMission and then accepted a call to another

s 11 u .
parish, S0y for a while, four psstors were working full

time in the Imso Mission when the bobal number of Mizsouri
12

Synod parish pssbors working in Brazil was thirty-seven.
R. Hsgse orgonized 2 congregation in Lagoz Vermelha.

In 1922 an adequate building was comstructed to house the

missionaries and the school there.™? Until the end of 1924

thirty-nine people. mostly adults had been confirmed, but

only twenty-seven of them still belonged Lo the congregation

in October 192L.14

The optimism thaet was shown in the begin-
ning faded away. Many times the missionary had to go from
house to houze to call the people to the services., Services
had to be cancelled because no hearers came. Irom 1925 on
the Rev. 0. Schuesler was the only missionsry left at that
place, and in 1929 he also left. Since then, until the
present time [1962]1, no Missouri Synod pastor has resided

in Lagosa Vermelha.15

116. J. Mundel, "Bom Jesus da Vacceria," Kirchenblatt,
XXX (15 August 1935), 1o,

12 atistical Year-Book of the Evangellcal Lutheranm
Synod of Missouri, Jbio, end Other States for the leer 1922
(St. Louis: Concordis Publishing House, 1923), D. 36.

1300t. Schueler, "Lagoa Vermelha," Xirchenblati, AVIII
(15 February 1923), 20.(13)”

141b£., "Unsere Lusobrasiliasner-lMission,” Der Lutheraner,
LIXX (28 October 1924), 387-388.

150. Schueler, "Lagoa Vermelhs," Kirchenblatbt, XX (X5
May 1925), 77-78. Achtzehnter Sznodalﬁericﬁt des Brasilian-
ischen Distrikts der Lv. Lutherischen Synode von Missouri,

)
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To explain the feilure of the Luso Mission in Lagoa
Vermelha several csussz can be mentioned, The ycuth and
inexperience of most of the misslonaries, Vvhe opposition of

the Roman Gatholic Church, the opposition of Fraenasons,

&

for even the first president eaad tressurer of the congre-

Bation was lost to the lodge, end similar factcrs.ls AGw
cording to the author of thiz study one of the nmain causes
was the Revolution of 1923, The whole reglon was made une
safe by revolutionsry groups. The members of the young
mission took sides either for the stete governnent or against
1%,17 In 1925 R, Hasse reported that the revolution was in

its third year and that almost all male members were under
18

ot

arms, that, thersfore, church attendance was very poor.

Ia the first fifty years of its history no second attempt

h

Miggouri Synod to

cir
(]

wag made by the Brazilian District of

Ohio und andern Staaten. Versammelt zu Porto Alesre vom
12. bis 18, Februar 0 (Porto Alegre: Casa Publicadora
Concordia, 1935C,, p. « Hereafter cited as Mo. Synod,
Brazil District, Proceedings, 1930,

%61 pe., Der Lutheraner, LXXX (28 October 1924), 387-388.

S l'?Ibid. Vierzehnter Synodalbericht des Brasilianischen
strikts der Ev.-Lutherischen Synode von Hissouri, Ohio

und andern Staaten. Versemmelt zu GLrechim, Rio Grande 4o
Sul, vom I. bis zum 7. la (Torto Alegre: Casa rublica=-
dora Concordia, 1924), DpP. D0, 05. BHercafter cited as Mo.
Syncd, Brazil District, Proceedings, 1924.

3 lsFuenfzehnter Synodalbericht des Brasiliasnischen
istriktg der Ev.—Lut%erischen Synode von lissouri, Ohio,
und andern otaaten. Versamnelt zu rorto Alegre, Rio Grande
do Sul, vom 22. bils zum 28. April 1925 (Porto Alegre: Casa
Publicadora Goncorala, 1925), P. 6l. Hereafter cited as

Mo, Synod, Brazil District, Proceedings, 1925.
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begin an exclusively Luso Mission in Brazil.
Negro Mission in the South of Rio Grande do Sul--1919

The Rev., August Drews started a much more modest but
more successful mission in the language of the country in
the Cangugu area in 1919. A+t first he held services in
the house of a negro, Valério Antonio: Alves, whose son
went to the Semindrio Concérdia and became the first colored
Iutheran pastor in South America. A mission friend, lMr.
Emil Will, donasted a well-situated plece of ground on
which a chapel was erected. In 1927 the mission numbered
five preaching stations and a parochial school with twenty-
five pupils. In 1930, at the end of the period, it was
still growing;.l9

The Beginning in the State of Santa Catarina--1921

In the 1920s the Missouri Synod's missionary work ex-—
panded to other states of Brazil. Following several galls
from different areas in the interior of Santa Catarina, the
Missouri Synod pastors first visited, then settled in Santa
Catarina in the early 1920s.

The first regular preaching station in Santa Catarina
was in the parish of Marcelino Ramos, Rio Grande do Sul,

near the border of Santa Catarina, where the Rev. C.

19Aug. Drews, "Aus unserer brasilianischen Negee-
mission," Der Lutheraner, LXXXIII (11 October 1927), 349-350.
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Wachholz and after him, W. Rehr worked. BHarly in 1921
the preaching station Bom Retiro, in the south-central

rart of Sesnta Catarina is mentioned as part of Rehr's

parish.eo

In the southeast of Santa Catarina, in the Cresciuma

area, a lir. Robert Maier had received the Kirchenblatt

from friends in BIrechim., He maintained correspondence
with the Rev, J. Busch in Erechim, telling him that several
Lutheran families lived without spiritual care in Cresciuma
(Ararangud). This was communicated to the Mission Board
in Porto Alegre. In January 1921 the Rev. Messrs, Th.
Strieter and 0. Voss undertook an exploratory trip by horse
from Rolesnte, Rioc Grande do Sul, to Cresciuma, Santa
Catarina, 2bout two hundred miles north. They rode on very
prinitive trails. They found Robert lMaier in Cresciuma
(Ararangud), 2nd also other ILutherans., They led services
there, baptized a child and conducted three marriage cere-
monies.t Vicar E. Neuman visited the same area in June
1921, In August 1921 candidate Reinhold Lang, the first
Missouri Synod Tesident pastor in Santa Catarina was in-

stalled in Cresciuma (Ararangué).22

20J. Blusch], "Parochie Marcellino Ramos," Kirchemblatt,
XVI (15 May 1921), 78.

21y, H, Voss, "Eine Missionsreise," ibid., XVI (15
February 1921), 28-29.

22p. Lang, "Parochie Cresciuma, Sta., Catharina,”
Kirchenblatt, XVII (1 July 1922), 104.
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The Rev, B, licMannis who was in lMarcelino Ramos from
1922 on, undertook several exploratory trips into Santa
Catarina, in the Chapecd area, where he found several im-
nigrants interested in forming congregations. In 1925
he traveled through the forest in rain and cold in response
%o calls from difference places.23 Later on, several
Ilutheran congregations were founded in that area. The first
Lutheran pastor in the region was W. Kuehn who started to
work in Erval in 1925.

4 mission friend in the United States called the
attention of the Mission Board in Porto Alegre to the fact
that several Lutheran families were living in the northwest
2% Rehr visited

the area in 1925.°7 In 1928 W. Wilde took residence in

of Santa Catarina, in the Blumenau area.

Trombudo Central, as the first Missourl Synod pastor in
that area.26

In the extreme southwest of Santa Catarina, in Porto
Feliz (Mondal), some Lutherans who had moved there asked

for pastoral care. In 1926 the Rev. A. Lehenbauver visited

250. F.2Lehénbauer, "Aus unserer kirchlichen Arbeit in
Brasilien," Der Lutheraner, LAXXI (21 July 1925), 238.

247pid.,

25Tpid.

261y ther-Kalender fuer Suedsmerika auf das dJahr 1951,
edited by 4. Lehenbauer and P. Schelp (Porto Alegre: Casa
Publicadora Concordia, 1951), p. 154. Hereafter cited as
Iuther-Kalender, 1951.
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the area.27 Two months after his first visit he went
there again to stay with those people for three months.
A congregation was organized. The first resident pastor,

We A, Becker, arrived there in 1928.28

The Beginning in the State of Paranid--1921

Parana lies north of Santa Catarina and south of S8o
Paulo, In the south of Parana the government had opened a
new colonization area. Hundreds of German immigrants and
also farmers from Rio Grande do Sul and Santa Catarina
settled there in the forest. Mr. Joseph Mundel, a member
of J, Busch's congregation at Rio do Peixe moved to that
region, to Linha da Areia, near Cruz Machado. Together with
some neighbors he asked for a pastor. [Rarly in 1920-J.
Busch, C. Wachholz, and district president E. Mueller visited
the area for the first time. The first church service
there was held at lMr. Joseph lMundel's house on 9 February
1920. 1In September 1921 candidste G. J. Beck was installed

at Cruz Machado by J. Busch and so becams the first lMissouri

27A. Lehenbauer, "Schnelle Ernte," Der Lutheransr,
LXXXIIT (4 January 1627), 4. J. T, Miueller], "Unsere
Arbeit in Suedamerika,"” ibid., LXXXII (12 October 1926),
343.

aga. Lehenbauer, "Porto Feliz," EKirchenblatt, XXIII
(1 July 1928), 100.
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Synod pastor in Parand.2? G. Wilde succeeded him in
1926,%° Gruz Machado remained the only Missouri Synod

parish in Parand throughout the 1920s.
The Kunstmann Crisis--1922

During the first £ifty yesrs of its history no pastor
of the Missouri Syned in Brazil, trained st the Seminary
in Porto Alegre, or in the United States, left the Missouri
Synod to become pastor in another denomination. Only once
was there a split involving pastor and congregation of the
Missouri Synod. In fact, two pastors with their respective
parishes left the lMissouri Synod in 1922,

It was the most serious intermal crisis that the Igreja
Evangélica Luterana do Brasil experienced from 1900 to
1950.

Prof, J. Kunstmann soon after his arrival in 1915
became the outstanding leader of the Brazllian District of
the Missouri Synod. He came to Porto Alegre as President
of the Seminario Concdrdia. Already in 1916, on the occasion
of the district convention, he was elected vice~president
of the district and treasurer of the district. A% The time

most of the pastors were very young and ready to follow an

297, Bluschl, "Cruz Machado, Parand," ibid., XVI (15
October 1921), 156, G. J. Beck, "Cruz Machado und Linha
da Areia," ibid., XVII (1 October 1922), 152-153.

5OI.uthez'--Ka1en<1<ar:, 1951, p. 154,
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experienced, intelligent, more mature leader.51 At the
end of that convention it was Kunstmann who gave the speech
of praise and thanks to Dr. Pfotenhauer, president of the
Missouri Synod.52 Prof., J. Kunastmann was re-elected vice-
pPresident and treasurer of the district in the district con-
vention of 1919. On that occasion he gave a brilliant
speech about the beginning, expansion, and work of the
Missouri Synod in the whole world.33 In 1920 he was instru-
mental in the acquisition of an adequate campus for the

L i ) '. ° - -
Seminario Concordia. But at the same time he was collect-

ing dsmaging datva which he used in s slanderous manner against

most% of the HMissourl Synod pastors in Brazil. He wrote a2
fifty-four page lebter in a slsnderous attack against the
pasters %o Dr. Pfotenhauer with the date 10 Januwary 1920.54
His personal grudges against the Missouri Synod leaders dated
already from his Australian days.

In April 1920 the district president B. Mueller went

to the United Stabes and Prof. J. Kunstmann ook over Ghe

Presidency pro tempore. JIn this manner he became the firs¥

31w. Pennekamp, "Versammlung des Brasilianischen
Distrikts,” Der Lutheraner, LXXII (12 September 1915), 350.

521114,

33A. Kramer, "Aus Brasilien,® ibid., LXXVI (27 January
1920), 23-24.

54Ibid., pe 23. L. Wentzel, et al., "Bericht ueber
den Fzll Herrn Prof. Kunstmanns," Kirchenblatt, XVII (15
May 1922), 75.
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and only person to exercise the presidency of the district,
the presidency of the Seminary and the office of treasurer
of the Brazilian District.’”? On the occasion of the district
convention of 1921 J. Kungtmann acted as president because
L. Mueller had not yet returned, and was then elected
President of the District.56 An event that took place in
St. Louis, Missouri, in April 1921 may have been of im-
portance for the subsequent break of J. Kunstmenn with ths
Missouri Synod. J. Kunstmann's name appeared among the
candidates for a professorship at the Concordia Seminary in
S5t, Louis. The professor elected was V. ﬁrndt.57 It is
reasonable to conjecture that this was a2 personal factor
that contributed to his sttack on the Missouri Synod. Rev.
L. Wentzel who had known Prof. J. Eunstmann in Australia
came to work in Brazil.§8

After the return of E. Mueller from the United States

39

to Porto Alegre, 2 clash occurred between hin and Xunstmann.

35E. ¥, Mueller, "Amtliche Anzeigen,” ibid., XV (1 Yay
1920), 69.

283, Busch, "Versammlung des Brasilianischen Distrikts, "
Der Lutheransr, LXXVII (26 July 1921), 230-231.

37G. C. Schmidb, "Verzeichnis der Kandidaten fuer die
neue Professur in St. Louis, Mo.," ibid., LXXVII (5 April
1921), il2. Fr. E. Brauer, "Wahlresultate," ibid., LXIVII
(3 May 1921), 144, By

387, Klunstmsnnl}, "Ijuhy," Kirchemblatt, XVI (1 October
1921), 148, s e

391, Wentzel, et al., ibid., XVII (15 May 1922), 76.
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On 21 December 1921 J. Kunsitmann wrote a letter to
Dr. Pfotenheuwer requesting "$20,000, respectively $25,000"
from the Missouri Synod., He believed that the Missouri
Synod owed him this amount.4o He made several threats

against the Missouri Synod at the sanme time.4l

For a2 short
while J, Kunstmann and E. Mueller were reconciled and both
promised, in writing, to resign from their position in the
Brazilian District and to leave the country, Xunstmann'g

written promise carrisd the date 18 February 1921.42

Shortly
afterwards B, Mueller called a vobters' neeting of Christ
Congregation in Porto Alegre and resigned. In the same
meeting the congregation cslled J. Kunstmann to be its
vacancy pastor by a vote of twenty-eight against six. He
accepted this call and this actually constituted the break.
The synodical officers present, including the Rev. August
Burgdorf, were not allowed-to speak.43
On 10 and 22 Harch 1921 Kunstmann defended his pesition

and his break with the Missouri Synod in the Neue Deutsche

Zeitung. From 1 April 1921 on, he published an opposition

church periodical called Evangelisch-Imtherischer Kirchen-

407, Busch, "Prassidisles," ibid., ZVII (1 March 1922),

#ly. Ventzel, et al., ibid., XVII (15 Hay 1922), 75.
#21414, J. Busch, ibid., XVII (1 March 1922), 40.
431, Wentzal, et al., ibid., XVII (15 Hay 1922), 76.
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bote fuer Bragilien,™*

J. Kunstmann's son-in-law, the Rev. P. Lvers who had
graduated from the Seminary ia Porto Alegre in December
1921,45 sto0od by his father-in-law and left the Missouri
Synod with his parish of Linha Brasil, Rio Grande do Su1,4®

The district convention examined Kunstmann's case for
two full days. A special committee,; presided over by the
Rev., L, Wentzel, presented an extensive repert on the case.
The commitiee found J. Kunstmasnn unworthy of the office of
Pastor.47 This report was unanimously accepted by the cone

A o 1
vention on 1 MNuy 1922.%8

About half of the pastors present
8% the convenbion had received almost their complete theolo~
glcal trsining from Prof. J. Kunstmann.

The same convenbion also decided that from then on no

Ivid. ULvangelisch-Lutherischer Kirchenbote fuer
Bragilien, I (I April 1922). According Go the author this
periodical does nol contain significant material for the
history of the Igrejs Lvangélica Lutersna do Brasil.

l
: *3. K[unstmannl], "Konkordia Seminar," Kirchenblatt,
LVL (15 December 1921), 186-187.

Fi
*Ouo. Synod, Brazil Distbict, Proceedings, 1924, p. 10.

¥

.0 Wentzel, el al., Kirchenblatt, XVII (15 May 1922),

76.

4SDreizehnter Synodalbericht des Brasilianischen
Distrikts der &v.-Lutherischen Synode von llissouri, Ohio

nd andern Staaben versammelbs zu S@0 Leopoldo, Rio Grande
do Sul vom 26. April Dis zum 2. Mai 192% (Porto Alegre:
NeDe, 1922), DD» H3=6l. Hereafber cited as llo. Synod,
Brazil District, Proceedinags, 1922.
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Seminary professor could be president of the district at
the sane time.49
The eightesn vobting members of Christ Church, who did
not agree with Xunstmann's actions and whose protests had
not been considered, asked Prof, P, Schelp for pastoral
8ervices. They founded a separate congregatlon. At first

they called themselves Die Erste Bvanmelisch-Intharische

Christug-Gemeinde in Porto Alesmre, and soon afterwards,

Lvangeligch-Lutherische St. Paulus-Gemeinde, Professors

P. Schelp and L, C. Rehfeldt served the congregation until

October 1922, In June 1922 the congregation called the

Rev. W, Rehr, who accepted the call as pastor snd was in-
stalled on the seventeenth Sunday after Trinity, 1922.50

At first services were held in a private home., Soon a
church was built, It was dedicated on the eighth Sunday
after Trinity, 1924,51 Under the laédership of able pastors
and dediceted laymen St. Paul's congregastion became one of

the leading congregations in the Brazilian District.

qglbidd, De 65.

5OP. Schelp, Jubilaeumsschrift der Ev. Luth. St. Faulus-
gemeinde zum GedaeChtnis der 25 segens nsjahre Missourisch
Luth, Gemeindearbeit in PO %E le re 1502 (Porto Alegre:
Casa Publicadora ﬁoncordia, ne PDe 32=37.

2Ly, R., "2, Alegre," Kirchenblat, XIX (1 September
1924), 132,
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Casa Publicadora Conedrdia--1923

One of the noteworthy events of the decade was the
founding of a religious publishing house by some pastors
and laymen in Porte Alegre, in 1923.

I%s beginning cen be trsced to 1905 when the Concordia
Publishing House of St. Louls, Missouri, established an
agency in Porto Alegre. The first book agent elected by
The district was tescher H. wilke.52 A step forward was
taken about 1910 when the Louis Lange Publishing Company,
of S%t. Louile, sanswering Prof. B. Wegehaupt's efforts, pre-
sented a small printing press to the Brazilian District,-?
Minor printing jobs were done at the Seminsrio Concordia
from then on.,

The book rgency was not financially successful. In
1921 it showed & deficit of three thousand mil reis.”t To
correct this situation early in 1922 lir. Guilherme Goerl

was nominated book agent.55

52 : : k.
““awelter Synodal-Bericht des Brasilianischen Distrikis

der Deutschen Lv.-lutherischen §yngde yon E%gsogri,do do
und andern Staaten, versammelt zu aggarzﬁ 10 Grande do
Sul, Bragilien, Yom 28, April bisg zum 2, Hal 1905 (ot. Louis:

Concordia Fublishing House, 1906), De 36.

23, S{chelp], "Casa Publicadora Concordia," Kirchen-
blatt, XXV (1 March 1930), 36.

**tio. Synod, Brazil Disbrict, Proceedings, 1922, p. 62.

253, Busch, "Buecheragentur,” Kirchemblatt, XVIL (1
March 1922), 40.
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On 12 April 1923, on the occasion of the pastoral
confergnce of the Porto Alegre Circuit, some of its members
_decided to found a Stock Publishing Company.”® Slowly
they raised the necessary money. lir. G. Goerl was employed
full time. They bought inadequate quarters at first, then
more adequate ones, and also the machinery of a typographi-
cal house whose owner had died. Soon also a bindery was

established.57 In 1926 it was printing the Kirchemblatt,

the lensageiro Lutherano, the Luther-Kalender, a family

annual that appeared for the first time in 1925, the
. Bragllian District Synodal-Bericht, textbooks for the paro-
chial schools, hymnals, tracts, and other publications.58

The Jubilee-=1925

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the IMlissouri Synod's
work in Brazil was celebrated with special solemnities at
the district convention at St. Paul's Church in Porto Alegre
22 to 28 April 1925;59 Special services were held in the

SGE. L., "Einiges ueber die Typographische Aktien=-
gesellschaft und die Casa Publicadora Concordia," ibid.,
XXVIIT (15 October 1933), 155-156.

275, 1. M{ueller], "Casa Publicadora Concordia,” Der
Iutheraner, LXXXVI (6 May 1930), 154.

28p, S[chelp], "Casa Publicadora Concordia," Kirchen-
blatt, XXI (15 February 1926), 26-27.

59w. Rehr, "Versammlung des Brasilianischen Distrikts,”
Der Lutheraner, LXXXI (1 September 1925), 287.
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congregations throughout the district. A book deseribing
aspecte of the history of the Brazilian District was pub-
lished with the title Fuenf und gwanzig Jahre unter dem

Suedlichen Kreuze.GO

The Beginning of the Waltherliga--1925.

Very early pastors founded youth associations. The
youth association of the congregation in Porto Alegre dated
from 1906.61 In some cases pastors organized church choirs,
which developed into youth associations. Until 1925 every
youth group worked, worshipped, and played separately.
Because of the small number of members and the lack of
fellowship with other groups some of the societies became
discouraged and stopped meeting.62 The first step toward
the formation of a wider association that would unite the
separate groups was taken on 30 May 1925 when a group of
young people of St. Paul's congregation of Porto Alegre
went to Harzpikade (4rroio da Bica). Together with the
youth group of that congregation they formed a young

people's association, for which they chose the name Walther-

liga., The first officers eledted by the new association

60 1 -
25 Jahre unter dem Suedlichen Kreuze, edited by O.
H., Beer (Porto Alegre, Brazil: Gasa Publicadora Concordia,

1925).,

8lry.a Mal[hler], "Porto Alegre," Kirchemblatt, ITI (1
October 1906), 148.

62y, Neumann, "Jugendsache in Brasilien," Der Lutheraner,

LXXXV (12 February 1929), 52.
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were the Rev. Karl Rupp, president; the Rev. E, Neumann,
vice-president; Mr. Hans Maack, secretary; Miss Leonore
Klein, treasurer.63

In 1927 the same two youth groups held their second
convention., Rainy weather prevented two other youth groups,
those of Moreira and Rolante, from Joining them.64 On 7
and 8 April 1928 the Waltherliga had its third convention,

again in Arroio da Bica. This time four young people's
associations were represented. It was decided to publish

a8 youth periodical, the IEvangelisch-Lutherischer Jugendbote,
with the approval of the district convention.65 A constitu-
tion was formulated and approved. Article two, on the objec-
ti#es of the Waltherliga read:

Die Zwecke der Walther-Lige sind: 1. durch die

Vereine dazu beitragen, dass die heranwachsende

Jugend den Gemeinden und somit der Kirche erhalten
bleibe; 2. die christbruederliche Liebe in und zwischen
den Vereine gzu pflegen; 3. mit Einwilligung der
Gemeinden neue Vereine ins Leben zu rufen und bereits
bestehende Vereine fuer die Liga zu gewinnen; 4. sich
an den Liebenswerken unserer Kirche zu beteiligen; 5.
die Herausgabe besonderer Verceffentlichung (Publikst-
ionen) im Interesse der Ligaarbeit; 6. fuer Belehrungs-
und Unterhaltungsstoff rechter Art in unseren Vereinen
%0 sorgen,.b6

65Wuerfel, "Gruendung eines Jugendbundes,” Kirchemblatt,
XX (15 June 1925), 92-93.

Hans Maagk “Waltherliga," 1bid.| XXII (1 A“gust
9 A
192; ) 9 117“1180

685G, H. Warth, "Walther=DLiga," ibid., XXIII (1 July
1928), 85-86. Rk

©611id., p. 86.
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Youth groups of eight different congregations were
reépresented at the convention of 22 and 23 February 1930,
28 total of 140 members and visitors.67

The Beginning in the State of Espirito Santo--1929

During ﬁhis period work was begun in Espirito Santo.
Espirito Santo is & coastal state immediately north of the
state of Rio de Janeiro, There, several waves of German
immigrents settled from the middle of the nineteenth
century on. The main product of the state was and is coffee.
A% first the Protestant immigrants were served only by
united pastors. Desifing to be served by a Lutheran
Pastor the parish of Sapucaia (Rapadura) called the Rev.
Thomas Petersen of the Ohio Iutheran Synod. He accepted the
call and worked there until 1924. He established relations
with the Gotteskasten, called the German ILutheran Synod in
Espigiégp Santo, This synod took over his parish when he
left. The Rev. Leonhard Hoesch of the German Iutheran Synod
was his successor,

On 19 February 1925 the United German Zvangelical Syncd
and the futhe¥en German Lutheran Synod reached an agreement
and established geographic boundaries between their fields

of work. The Santa Marie River in Espiritc Santo was to be

67Aug. Heine, "Versammlung der Waltherliga zu Arroio
da Bicca," ibid.,, XXV (15 March 1930), 44,




127
the dividing line. 4ll German Iutheran pastors working in
the state were to move north of that river and the German
Evangelical Synod pastors were to move south of it. The
Congregations of both bodies north of the river would,
from then on, belong %o the German Lutheran Synod, and all
south of it, to the German FAvangelical Synod. Congregations
were therefore forced to change Synods and beliefs whather
they wanted it or not. The parish of Rapadura did not want
To give up its Luthersn position. L. Hoesch had introduced
bymnals and catechisms from the Casa FPublicadora Concdrdia
of Porto Alegre in Rapadurs. When L. Hoesch left the par-
ish of Rapadura on 22 Juqe 1928 to hamd it over %o the
united synod, the parish members asked the Missouri Synod
for a pastor. They had learned to know the Missouri Synod
through the publications of Casa Publicadora Concdrdiz.

In May 1929 the Rev. R. Hasse was sent to Rapadura by
the Migsion Board in Porto ilegre. He held meetings with
the five congregations of the parish. He presented his
synod's position in doctrine and practice. The parish of

seventy-one voting members and 274 souls accepived his pre-
68

sentation and sent a call for a Missouri Synod pastor.
The call was sent to BE. Schmidt whc aceepted it in September

and arrived at Rapadura on 9 October 1929, as the first

68p, Hasse, "Missouri in BFspirito Santo," Kirchgnblatt,
XXIV (15 August 1929), 123-125. E. Schmidt, "Sapucaia,
Egpirito Santo," ibid., XXIV (15 December 1929), 190-191.
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J, 51‘( frl"

resident Missouri Synod pastor in Eapirito uanto.69
General Featurss of the Work in the 1920s

In the sarly 19208 the character of the ministry in
the Brazilian District of the Missouri Synod graduslly
changed from a predominantly North imericen t¢ a predonmi-~
nately Brazilian-trained minisbzry. Already in 1922 there
were more graduates of Semindrio Concordia, Porto Alegre,
working in Brazil than North imerican pastors. Out of s
total of thirty-eight pastors twenty had received their
theological training in Brazil.’C This contributed to
make The ministry more stable and was a step forward in
the formation of an indigenous church. The spiritual growth
of the congregations, as & rule, was slow in the 1920s.
Common were the complaints of poor church attendance and
communion participation.?l Some congregations that had
been supplied with Missouri Synod pastors for some years

dissolved their relations with this synod. Paraiso was one

®91pia.
3 7051nodalber1cht der 32. regelmaessigen Versammlung
er Evangelisch-Lut erischen S ode von igsouri, Ch o und
andern Staaten, versammelt im vom 20. bis
Ind. TE%. Louis. UBncordi_-?ublIsh-

29. Juni, zu rort wa ayze,
1ng Hous g), . OB, ereafter cited as lMo. Synod, Proceed-
inps, German edition, 1923.

713. T. Mlueklerl, "Aus unserer Synode," Der lutheraner,
LXXIX (29 May 1923%), 185. . LA
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of them., Marata, after a long vacancy was lost becsuse the
Vacancy pastor refused to bury a suicide.72

In some congregations splits occurred and onme part
left the Missouri Synod. As a rule the more active members
were the oneg who sta'yed.75 Long wvacancies usually caused
by the untimely return of pastors to the United States were
harmful for the spiritusl growth of several congregatiana.74

From 1921 to 1922 nine pestors resignsd from the work
in Brazil, most of them to return to the United Statas.75
In 1924 there were twenty calls snd only seven cendidates

gradusted at the Seminsry in Porto Alegre.76

Several pastors
had too many places to serve and were overworked. J. Busch,
€+.8., Was gerving seven congregations, ten preaching places,
was Teaching school and was the pastoral counselor of the
Northwestern Circuit in 1921.77

Parochial schools continued to be essentizl for the

725, B, Mueller, "Maratd," Kirchemblatt, XV (15 April

?3Lbg., "Kampf und Sieg," Der Iutheraner, LXXXI (3
February 1925), 36-38.

740. F. Lehenbauver, "Aus unserer kirchlichen Arbeit in
Brasilien," ibid., LXXXI (21 July 1925), 239.

- 750. J. Gundermsnn, "Synodalversammlung zu S50
Leopoldo," Kirchenblatt, ¥ViI (15 Mey 1922}, 79.

760, H. B., "Sohlussfeier im Seminar," ibid., XIX
(15 December 1924), 188,

77, 1. Lehenbauer, Der Lutheraner, LXXVII (25 Jsnuary
1921), 21.
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development of the church. From them came the Seminary
students and consequently the future pastors. They pro-
duced also better instructed and more upderstanding lay
Members, But too much .school teaching hindered the pastors
from exercising a more adequate pastoral care of the whole
Parish.78 In 1923 thirty-one out of thirty-seven parish
Pastors held scheool five or six days 2 week, often in two
schools.79

The statistical reports from the twenties sre not very
exact. In 1920 the number of baptized souls was about
16,000.80 The Statistical Yearbook gives their number as

being 19,344 in 1930,51
Relations with the Mother Churech

On 13 April 1920 the Brazilian District of the Missouri
Synod had its consbtitubtion filed with the state, adopting

the name Sinodg Bvengelico Luterano do Brasil. The change

of the name was accepted by the synodical convention of the

?833., "Eirchliches und Weltliches aus Suedamerika,”
Der Lutheraner, LXXVIII (16 May 1922), 177.

793, o, Mlueller], ibid., LXXIX (29 May 1923), 174.

~ %0a¢,, ibid., LXLVIII (16 May 1922), 177. The total
figure 19,000 includes the members in Argentina.

alstatistical Year~Book of the Evangelical Lutheran

Synod of Missouri, Ohic, end Other States for the year 1930
(St. Louis: Uonco%dIE'FabIIEhing House, 1951)s Do *ﬂ@?
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Missouri Synod in 1920,52

The Missouri Synod mission work among Lutherans in
foreign countries was directed by a2 single Board for Home
Missions in Foreign Liands until 1923. By then this work
bad grown so much that the synodical convention divided
the board into two, the Board for Missions in Burope, and
the Mission Board for South America.83’ From then on the
Brazilian District was directed by the Mission Board for
South America,

In 1920 it was still the synodicazl convention that
established the salaries of the missionaries. The average
salary was then risen from $#600 to #800 a year. The Board
for Home Missions in Foreign Lends together with the
Brazilisn Mission Board were to determine the salary for

i The synodical convention of

each individuasl missionazry.
1923 decided that each Braziliam parish should establish
the salaxry for its pastor. The parishes that were not yet
in a position to support the pastor completely should send
a8 request to the Mission Board for the amount that they

could not raise.s5

82J. Kungtmann, "Registrierung unseres Synodaldistrikts,”
Kirchenblatt, XV (15 Juane 1920), 90. HMo. Synod, Proceedings,

German edition, 1920, p. 127.
83110, Synod, Proceedings, German edition, 1923, p. 106.
84Ho. Synod, Proceedi s German editiomn, 1920, p. 127.
8540, Synod, Proceedings, German editiom, 1923, p. 107.
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From the time when the first Hissouri Synod nissicnary
started to work in Argentina to the mid-1920s the liissouri
Synod pastors snd parishes in Argenlina beionged to the
Brazilian District of the Missouri Synced, The disteznce
made it possible for only two representatives o be sent
from Argentina to the district conventions which were glways
held in Brazil, Not sufficient ebtention could bs given
to Argentinesn matters at the conventions because of the
lagk of knowledge of the situation in Axgentina oz the part
of the pastors in Brazil. In the district convention of
1924 it was decided that Argentina should become a8 separate

86 The Brazilian

Synodical District 1u the near fubturs.
district convention of 1926 sent a memorial to the synodical
convention of 1926 asking the convention %o approve the
Separation of the districts.87 The synodical coanvention of
1926 approved 15,28  Ohe Brazilian district conventiocn of
1927 released the Argentinean psstors and congrezgations

Irom its membersiip to enable them to organize themselves

Bsﬂversammlung des Brasgilianischen Distrikts," Der
Iuthe raner, LXXX (19 August 1924), 302.

%7y, Rehr, ibid., LEXXXII (16 March 1926), 95.

88 ; ; b ; e
Proceedings of the Thirty-Third Regulazr Convention
of the Oynod of liissouri, Ohlo, and Other States Assembled
88 the E% hteenth Deiegate Convention at Holy Cross Church,
Saint LS&ES. Mo., June 9 to 18, > (8%. Louis: Concordia
Publishing House, 1026), pe 97. Hereafter cited as Mo.
Synod, Proceedings, Hnglish edition, 1926,
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88 separate Synodical Districts.89
Official Visits from the United States

The Synodicel convention of 1920 resolved that a member
Of the Mission Board should conduct s visitetion in the
Brazilian District every three years.go The Rev. August C,
Burgdorf, a membor of the Board, was sent to visit Bragil
at the time of the Kumstmann crisis. Hs laoft Wew Tork on
21 January snd arrived im Porto ilegre on 16 Februany 1922,
His assistance and counsel prevented the Kunstmenn crisis
from becoming more harmful %o the district then it wss, He
beld meetings with the different boards, visitsd several
pParishes, was achtive in the district convention. He returned
to the United Gtetes in June 1922.7% At the Synodical con-
vention of 1923 he praised the work done by the pastors in
Brazil.92 Bad of 1925 and beginning of 1926 the Rev. Leo

Schmidke visited Brazil.’? From Jeauary o May 1928 Mz,

89w_ Rehr, "Die Distriktsversammlungen unserer Synode,"
Der Lutheraner, LELXIII {19 July 1927), 252.

P46, Synod, Proceedings, Bnglish edition, 1920, p. 55. |

914, Burgdorf, "Kirchllches und Weltliches sus Sued-
amerika," Der Lutheranepr, LEXVIII (8 August 1922), 78.
Idem, IXXVTILL (22 Au,g;: ust 1922), 295-296., Idem, LIXIVIII
TI7 Octobexr 1922), 354-~365, C. J. Gundermenn, "Synodale
versaualung zu S3o Leopoldo,"Kirchemblati, ¥VII (15 May
1922), 76-~89, P. slchelpl, "Persoenliches," ibid., XVIX
(1 July 1922), 10S.

92Ho. Synod, Proceedings, German edition, 1923, p. 96.
93y. Rehr, Der Lutheraner, LXXXII (16 March 1926), 9.
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Henry Horst, a member of the Board of Directors of the
Missouri Synod, visited Brazil. He studied the missionary
opportunities in Rio de Jameiro. At the district conven-
tion he was instrumental in setting up a definite plan for
S0me congregations to become self~supporting.94 Aftar his
return to the United States of America he continusd +o
create interest for mission work in Rio de Janeiro =nd paid

the expenses of the ewploratory trip of R, Hasse to that
city.95

Semindrio Concdrdia in the 1920s

The development of the Semindrio Concdrdia in the 1920s
is gignificant, 1In February 1919 the school yesr began
at the Semindrio Comecdrdia under mormel conditions again,
with twenty-four students enrolled, the lsrgest number %o
that date. New classes wers to be accepied only every three
years. The professors were J. Kunsimann in the theclogical
department and L. C. Rehfeldt mainly in ths pre-theological

department., Prof. L. Tietboehl, a born Brazilian, was

94Proceadings of the Thirty~Fourth Regular Convenivion
of the Synod of Nisgsouri, Ohic, o@nd Other Ltstes essembled
as the Nineteenth Jelemate Uonvention ot Hiver rorest,
I113n0ig, cune 19-28, 1929 (SG. Louis: Concorcia Publishing
House, 192Y), p. B3, ereafter cited as Mo. Synod,
Proceedings, Tnglish edition, 1929,

95Ho. Synod, Brazil District, Proceedings, 1930,
Doe 88. F
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engaged as assistant professor to teach Portuguese.96 On
15 February 1920 candidate Paul Schelp arrived in Porto
Alegre to become assistant professor in the pre-theological
department to teach Catechism, Bible History, Latin, German,
Masic, and Drawing.97 He introduced basketball at the
Seminary and was one of the first to introduce this North
American sport in Rio Grande do Sul. On Saturday evenings
the student body met for a cultural hour. Speeches in
German and Portuguese were held. Prof. Schelp was the
counselor of the German program and Prof. Rehfeldt of the
Portuguese.98

In the year 1920 two extremely important events ocurred
in the history of the Seminary. The Seminary became a
synodical institution and acquired a new campus. The distict
convention of 1920 sent a memorial to the synodical con-
vention that met in Detroit in June 1920, asking the con-
vention to recognize the Semindrio Concdrdia in Porto Alegre
as a Synodical institution. The convention granted the
request.gg The Brazilian district also asked for the per-

mission to move the Seminerio to a more adequate location

96J. K[unstmann], "Jahresberichte des XKonkordia-Seminars
1917-1919," Kirchenblatt, XV (1 February 1920), 19.

97L. Fluerbringerl, "Aus unsern suedamerikanischen
Distrikt," Der Lutheraser, LXXVI (19 October 1920), 342.

981.. Kaminski, "Konkordia Seminar," Kirchenblatt,
XV (1 November 1920), 165.

99Mo. Symod, Proceedings, English edition, 1920, p. 28.
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and requested $35,000 to do 50.2%0 The Seminary Building
Committee in Porto Alegre found an excellent location before
the synodical convention met. The price asked for was
reasonable, 140 countos de reis (ca. $35,000). Fast action
was necessary. Acting on its own authority the Committee
praid twenty per cent of the amount from reserve funds exist-
ing in the mission treasury and bound itself to pay the
Temainder within six months.~OF The synodical convention
approved the purchase and the money was sent in time.102
On 25 August 1920 the purchase of the land with a mansion

103

and smaller buildings on it was concluded. The synodical

convention also granted the funds for three professors’

A% Bvery dongregation in Brazil raised an offering

105

houses.

to pay for part of the new campus.
The last ceremony on the campus in Navegantes, which

had housed the Seminirio Concordia for eight years, was the.

closing of the school year 1920 held om 14 December 1920.

100}’10 .
74-76.

101E. Mueller, et. al., "Bericht der Seminarbau-Kom-
mission," Kirchemblatt, XV (15 April 1920), 58-59.

Synod, Proceeédings, German edition, 1920, pp.

102y,, synod, Proceedings, Germsn edition, 1920, p. 77.

1035, K[unstmann], "Porto Alegre," Kirchenblatt, XV
(1 September 1920), 132.

1°4Mo. Synod, Proceedings, German edition, 1920, p. 77.

IOEJ. K[unstmann], "Porto Alegre," Kirchenblatt, XV
€1 September 1920), 132.
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Prof. L. C. Rehfeldt held the closing address. 0

From 23 to 26 Februsry 1921 the Seminary belongings
Were moved to the new campus on the Mont Serrat. Prof.
Rehfeldt who went on furlough to the United States in April
that year, stayed in Navegantes.lo7

On 2 March 1921 the school year 1921 began on the new
Campus with an enrollment of twenty-four stndents.lo8 Prof.,
J. Kunstmann taught the theological students in the morning,
afternoon, and evening in an accelerated curriculum %o
comply with the wishes of the Mission Board for South
America. At the end of July the ten theological candidates
Passed their examinations, gradusted end received their
calls.lo9

Before the beginning of the school year 1922 Prof. L.
Tietboehl resigned because of 11l health and Prof. J.

Kunstmann resigned because of personal reasons.llo

1061 56m., "Konkordia-Seminar," ibid., XV (15 December
1920), 1897

lo?I " ” 2 (1] r
dem, "Konkordia-Semina ibid., XVI (1 March
1921)’ 537__= IYy LDiCe,

108[1, ¢.] R[shfeldt], "Feierliche Eroeffnung im
nevern Seminar,® ibid., XVI (15 March 1921), 44,

109J. Bluschl, "Das Examen der diesjaehrigen Kandidaten
der Theologie suf unserem Konkordia-Seminar zu Porto Alegre,”
ibid., XVI (1 Septmmber 1921), 133. '

110 :
Proceedings of the Thirty-Second Regglur Meeting of
(8)

the Ev. Iuth. S of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States
agsembled at Fo aa“ﬁhkwlﬁaiané, June 20=29, 2 Ste
ish

Louis: Concordia Pu ing House, 1923), DPe 30
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Because of the Kunstmenn crisis and the delay of
Prof. Rehfeldt's return, occasioned by the illness of a son
in Rio de Janeiro, the schocl year began only on 5 April
1922. The number of students enrclled that year, thirty-
seven, thirty-three of whom concluded the year at the Sem=-
inario, shows that Prof. J. Kunstmann's resignation was not
as disastrous for the Semindrio as could have been expected.
Three of the students had come from Germeny during wvacation,
Theodor Steyer, Adolf Dilley, and Arthur Klaudet.

Prof, P. Schelp was nominated acting presideant. Two
Professors' residences were built. The professor called
to replace Prof. Xunstmann, the Rev. Mr. Viehweg of Nebraska,
did not accept the call-.lll In 1922 and in the first semes-
ter of 1923 all of the teaching was done by Profs. Schelp
and Rehfeldt. 2

The synodical convention of 192% granted the Brazilian
District its request to lengthen the pre~theological cur-
riculum from three to four years, and to accept students
every two yecars lnstead of every three years as had been the
case until then.ll3 In 1923 twice, the candidate elected

for the presidency of the Semindrio did not accept the call.

135, Slchelpl], "Konkordia-Seminar," Kirchenblstt,

XVII (1 May 1922), 69. P. S[chelpl, "Jahresbericht des
Seminars," ibid., XVIII (1 February 1923), 18-19.
llalbid.

113Mo. Synod, Proceedings, German edition, 1923, p. 107.
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Frof, P. Schelp was elected professzor of theology that

114

Jeayr, Professors E, Plass and Alfred O. lMeyer arrived

8% the beginning of the second semester 1923 to help with
the teaching, Plass stayed three semesters snd Meyer

116 To re-

fourolls A third professor's house was builtb.
Place Prof, &, 0. Meyer, the Rev. X. Rupp was called as
assistant professor in 1925, to start teachihg in the second

semestGer that year.ll?

Pinally in September 1925 after a
three year vacancy, the presidency of the Seminary was
again filled., Dr. J. Jahn accepted the call and arrived
in Portc ilegre on 6 September 1925. On 16 December 1925
br. J, Jabn, Fh, D., was installed. On the same dete the
eight theological candidates of thet year received their

calls, 18

The new ¢lassroom and dormitory building cor=-
structed at the end of 1925 and the beginning of 1926 was

dedicated on 14 March 1926.119 The synodicael convention

1140, Bser, "Wahl," Eirchemblatt, LVIII (1 June 1923),

88,

115P. Slchelpl, "Konkordia~Seminar,® Kirchenblatt,
XX (1 August 1925), 117.

116Mo. Synod, Proceedings, English edition, 1926, p. 51.
1175, slchelpl, Eirchemblatt, XX (1 August 1925), 117.

1485 Slehelpl, "Schlissfeierlichkeiten im Seminax,"
ibid., XXTI (1 January 1926), 3.

119w. Rehr, "Die Einwihung des neuen Seminargebasudes,"”
ibid., XXII [siel (15 April 1926), 59-60.
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of 1926 granted the Brazilian District request to extend
the pre-theological course from four to six years but
declined the request to establish a pedagogical department.lao
Also in 1926 services were first held in the Seminary
auditorium, This was the beginning of the Ccncordia con-
Sregation.lal

On 27 October 1928, twenby-five years hzd passed since
the Rev. J. Hartmeister had started the Institute in Bom
Jesus. During those twenty-five years thirty-six pastors
had received their theological training at the Semindrio
Concdrdia, and of these, thirty-three, all but three, were
8T1ll serving the Sinodo Lvangélico Luterano do Brasil.
The other three were H. Quednau who had resigned, H.
Roetting who bad gome Lo Germany because of ill health, and
the Rev. P, Overs who was serving an independent parish.122

in December 1928 three candidates of the Normal Lepart-
ment completed their studies, after a long interruption of
8 teaching training program at the Semina’rio.la3
Beginning of 1929 Prof. Francisco Carchiz, formerly a

Romsn Catholie priest, who had become a pastor of’the

leoﬂo.

121P. Slchelpl, "Gotiesdienste im Seminar,"” Kirchen-
blaty, XXII (1 February 1927), 20.

1225, sSchelp, "Jubilaeumszeit in Brasilien,” Der
Lutherarer, LXXXV (1 Jaauary 1929), 3-4.

123No. Synod, Proceedings, English edition, 1929, p. 55.

Synod, Proceedings, English edition, 1926, p. 51.
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Missouri Synod by means of a colloguy in 1924, was called to
be the professor of Portuguese and waz installed on Palm
Sundsy 1929.1‘24 Thirty-seven students were enrolled at the
Semindrio in 1929.122

12417_. N, H, Jahn, "Nachrichten aus dem Seminar,”

Kirchenblatt, XXIV (15 May 1929), 75.
5
la’I*roc.eediz_xg_s_ of ithe Thirty-Fifth Regular Convention

of the Synod of Missouri, Obio, and Other States assembled
as the Twentieth lwaukee, Wisconsin,

3

Delegate Convention at I1il
1935 15-25 .7 19%2 (St., Louiss Concordia Publishing House,
) p. 620



CHAPTER VII
GROWTHE IN ©INMBS OF DICTATORSHIP: 1930-1937
General Character of the Period

The year 1930 was the year of the revolution that
brought Getilio Vargas to power. It was the beginning of
81 era of dictatorship that lagted until 1945. The period
1950-1937 were years of mild dictatorship with little
government interference in church, school, or language

matters. For the Sinodo Lvangélico Luterano do Braesil it

Wds a period of extraordinary mumericsl growth ané geographic

expansion towards the central states of Brazil. One of the
Peculiarities of the period was The beginning of missionzry
work in large cities, which, with the exception of the case
of Porto Alegre, had not been done befors. The president

of the Sfnodo in the 1930s was the Rev. August Heine who

bad already served the church in Brazil for more than twenty
years, He was a dedicated worker. His balanced, kind per-
sonality inspired confidence in the missionaries, From

1930 until after 1950 the District's treasurer was L. C.
Rehfeldt.

Geographic Expansion
Espirito Santo

BE. Schmidt had gone to Espirito Santo in October 1929

g

T
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%o serve five small congregations. Irom the very beginning
they supported their pastor in full. In a short time
8everal other small congregations, scattered over varicus
counties, asked &. Schmid% for pastoral care., Conditions
were primitive., Roads in many cases were Just narrow trails,
congregations were dispersed over a very large arsa. <Soon
the work became too much for one man. In 19352 the candidate
who had just arrived from the United States, =. Winkler,

ook over the parish of Tres Pontdes, Lthe second parish

1

organized in Egpirito Santo. The difficulties involved in

the mission work there can be seen by B. Schmidit's repors:

The glorious work in our field is far exceeding our
strength. In the past year, in the pursuit of my
missionary activities, I traveled 6,000 kilometers by
auto, 3,270 on horse-back, 360 by rail, 252 afoot, and
O in a canoe, a votal of 10,142 kilometers. Ths
expenses were over 3,000 milreis (about $230). 1In
both languages I preached 165 sermons, conducted a day
gchool whenever at home, prepared various adult classes
for confirmation, made many visits, comforted the sick,
ané directed a choir. On my journeys I met with many
dangers, suffered hunger and thirst, and have slept
in the middle of the road, with the cart deeply sunk
into the mud. But in all this the Lord has granted 2
me strength and health in the blessed service. « . «

In 1933 the first parish north of the Rio Doce was
supplied with a pastor, &. Neumann, who stayed in Espirito
Santo only two years. In 1934 L. F. Klug substituted =,
Schmidt in Rapadura, to be substituted in 13935 by M. F.

limil Schmidt, "Harvest in Brazil," Lutheran Witness,
LIT (15 sugust 1933), 279.

2Tbid.
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Hofmann, both North Americsns, as were alsc W. Streicher
and A. Gruell who starved to werk iam Uspirlse Zsanto in
1936,

In 1937 five pzstors, all Nowth ‘mericans were working
ia Bspiritoe Santbo, where conditions were move primitive
than in any other area where the Missouri Synod wes working
in Brazil., It was the only state %hen sexrved exclusively
by North American pastors. They were L., Cruell at ths jad:h oy
ish of Agua Limpa, with 490 souls; M. Hofmenn at Rapsdura,
with 504 souls; R. W. Streicher, at Plava with 842 souls;
e Winkler at Tres Pontles, with 679 souls; and Z., Kruese
a¢ Cempinho, with 567 souls. The reports sent $o the
United States, especially by the wives of these nissionaries,
about the hardships of their work snd life may have con-
tributed to make it hanrder %o find candidstes willing to g0

%o Brazil.5
Rio de Jasneiro

The outstanding feasture of the externzl development in

EE. Schmidty; "Pels Seara," lMensageiro Luterano, XXXII
(December 1949), 91.

4Statistical Year-Book of the Lvangelical Lutheran

Synod of Missouri, Ohi0, ond Other Suates for the year

1937 (5%, Louls: Concordia Publishing House, 1938), pp. 30~
l. Hereafter cited ag Statistical Year-Book, 1937.

5"Minutes of the Mission Board for South America"
(9 4pril 1935), II, 104. In possession of the Concordia
Historical Institute, S5t. Louis, lc.
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Brazil of the period was the establishment of missionaries
in three of the Brazilian metropolises: Rio de Janeiro,
S8o Paulo, and Belo Horizonte.

- The initial impulse towafds these city missions origi-
nated in the United States. Mr. Henry Horst, a member of
the Board of Directors of the Missouri Symod, on his trip
to Brazil in 1928 stayed in Rio de Janeiro for a while to
s@udy the missionary possibilities there. He became con-
vinced that Rio was a very promising .mission field and offered
to pay the expenses for the survey trip to a Brazilian
missionary. R. Hasse was sent, On his way back from
Espirito Santo, in 1929, he spent some weeks in Rio and S3o
Paulo, He found several people of Gsrman extraction inter-
ested in listening to the Gospel. After receiviag his re-
port the Mission Board for South America in Chicago, Illinois,
asked the Mission Board of the Brazilian District to send
R, Hasse to Rio as resideny missiona:qy.6 After some delay,
caused also by financial considerations and the shortage
of manpower, the Mission Board in Porto Alegre sent R. Hasse
to Rio early in 1930. He started his work ia three places

7

and scon had some families in his instruction classes..

n, 4. Strieter, "Mittelbrasilien erweist sich als ein
wichtiges Missionsfeld," Der Lutheraner, LXXXIX (21 March
1955j§596.;f:;;wnﬁ:u‘:,

7uMinutes of the Mission Board for South America,"
(9 April 193%0), I, 2. In possession of the Concordia
Historical Institute, St. Louls.
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B, Hasse arrived in Rio just when bthousaands of German
Russiansg, fleceing from Communism were arriviag ian Zio to
be placed in the interior of the counlry by the goverument,
Hasse received permission to see bthem at the imamigrant
station on the Ilha das Flores. He found hundreds of
families of Lutheran backgrouad. He held gervices thers and
directed them to pastors of the Binedo Lveagelico Imterano

do Brasil. lany of the inmigrants were seant to Porto ilegre

on a coastline steauer where vhoy were net by 4. Hoine,

the district president or by Prof. ¥. Schelp. From lPorto

(6]
fas

slegre they were sent to the border of Rio Grand o Sul
and Santa Cavarina where they setiled in the forest. There,

~ o §

A. Lehenbauer, the first vice-president of the

2
‘.lt

strict,
lived with them for months in ons of thelr provisory huts
Yo provide pasboral care for them.s Afberwaxrds C. Klich
was called to serve then.

Innigrant mission work was always an important aspoct
of R. Hesse's work in Rico de Janeiro.

After %wo yesrs of work in Rio a small congregation
vas organized. In 1933 a certain Ir. I, Menezes, prsviously
a Pregbyterian, underwent a colloquy %o work in Rio undsr

Hasse's supervision.9 In 1935 Dr. lMenezes Joined 3 politvical

Soau1 Schelp, "Russian Immigration to Brazil," Lutheran
Witness, I (26 May 1931), 189-19l.

IMinutes of the Mission Board for South America“.(9
August 19%3), I, 36. In possession of the Concordia Histor-
ical Institute, St. Louis., Hereafter cited as in CHI.
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liberalistic movement, resigned, and later becane Roman
Catholic,10

With a generous loan from the Missouri Symod's Church
Extension Fund 2 beautiful church was built near downbown
in Rio., After some difficulties in the construction it
was dedicated on 12 September 195?.11 In 1937, after eight
Jears of work, the congregation in Pio numbsrad 125

baptized members, seventy-five commmicants, and tweniy-

<t
(&)
k3
ot
o
fa’y
H-
o

five vobing members. A school had aleo bheen s
Penhsa, a suburb, to which the Rev., ¥, Rehfeldt was czlled

in 193712
880 Paulo

mumeric:ally nore successful than the work in Rio was

the missionary work in SHe Paulo, the capital of the most
populous state in Brazll and the most important iandusinisl
center in Latin America.

In May 1929, in his exploratory trip of central Brazil
R. Hasse algo visited SHo Psulo and gave favorable reponh

about the missionary possibilibies in that city.? After

101bid. (10 Septomber 1935), II, 16

11R. Hasse,"Rio de Janeiro," Der Lutheraner, XCXIX
(23 November 1957), %89-391, :

128tatistical Year-Book, 1937, p. 30.

S s T

13 chtzehnter Synodalbericht des Brasilianischen
Digtrikts der Lv. Lut%erischen Synode von Nissouri, Onio

und endern Staaten. vergemmelt za Porto Alegre yom 12, bis
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he had moved to Rio Hasse went to S8o0 Paulo periodicallys
In downtown S8o Paulo lr. Ungefehr, the owner of a hotel,
interested in the Lutheran mission work permitted R. Hasse
%o hold services in the dining hall of the hotel. Hasse
also started to look up people of German origin in the
suburbs and found Lutherans in Jardim Euroya.l4 Barly in
1931 the Mission Board for South America meeting in Chicago,
considering the favorable reports about the mission work
in 880 Paulo, asked the Mission Board of the Brazilian
District to send a missionary to SHo Paulo. The district
convention decided to send two district officisls to examine
the situation before sending a man. President Heine and
Dr. Jahn undertook the visitation and geve a favorable re-
port. UWhen a new ministerial candidate from the United
States, H. Klenke, arrived, he was placed in S8o Paulo.
He was installed there on 27 September 1931, On 11 July
1932 a congregation was organized.l5 Klenke held services
downtown, in two suburbs, and in four places in the interior

of the state. Soon he had more work than he could handle,

18. Februar 1930 (Porto Alegre: Casa Publicadora Concordia,
1930), p. 85.

1%4. Jahn, "New Fields," Lutheran Witness, L (7 July
1931), 236. Neunzehnter Synodalbericht des Brasilianischen
Distrikts der Ev. Lutherischen Synode von llissouri, Ohio und
andern otasten. JVersemmelt zu cCuatorze de Julho, Santa Rosa
vom 4, bis 10. Februar 1931 (Porto Alegre: Casa Publicadora

Concordia, 1931), pp. 79-80. Hereafter cited as Mo. Synod,
Bragil District, Proceedings, 1931. :

15H. Klenke, "Aus S8o Pasulo, Brasilien,” Der Lutheraner,
IXXXVIII (13 December 1932), 408.
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The Rev. 0. Goerl was sent to help him and take over the
work in Portuguese in 1933. O. Goerl opened a school in
the suburb of Indianapolis. The school experienced very
fast growth.'® In 1937 it had an enrollment of 120 pupils.
The total number of souls of Klenke's and Goerl's congre-
gations was 399 in 1937. Three schools were flourishing
by then, services were held in three different sections
of the city, and four preagching stations were visited monthly

in the interior of the state.17
Minas Gerais

In 1933 a ministerial candidate in the United States
took a unique decision, to pay his own traveling expenses
to Brazil and to work there as a missionary at his own

18 At R. Hasse's request the Mission

expense for a year.
Board meeting in Chicago sent L. ¥. Klug to Belo Horizonte,

capital of Minas Gerais, because Gaerman families were

16Zweiundzwansl gster Sznodalbericht des Bragilianischen
Distrikts der &V.-lLutherischen Synode von llissouri, Ohio
und andern Staaten versammelt zu BOm Jesus vom 4. bis
ﬁEErz 1936 (Porto Alegre: Oasa bubllcadora Concordia, 1936),
Oe ereafter cited as llo. Synod, Brazil District, Pro-

ceedlngs, 1936,

17Dreiumdzwanzi ster Synodalbericht des Bragilianischen
Distrikits der E?.—futﬁerischen Synode von Hlosour L, Ohio
und andern otaaten., Versammelt zu Porto alegg vom 24. bis

31, Januar orto Alegre: Casa Publicadora Concordia,
1937), pp. y 48, Hereafter cited as llo. Synod, Braszil

District, Egpceedigggg 1937.

18"Hinutes of the lMission Board for South America,”
(9 May 1933), I, 28, in CHI,
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reported to live there. The Brazilian !Mission Board had
suggested that Klug assist Th. Steyer at Sitio, Rio Grande
do Sul, whose health had broken down.19 In Septembsr 1933
L. F. Klug arrived in Belo Horizonte. His surver sbowed
that instead of 350, there were 150 families in the German
settlement, most of them Roman Catholic, and most of the
others were Feformed who were expecting a Reformed pastor.ao
Klug started a school that after a year had an enrollment
of twenty children. By then twenty to thirty persons were
attending the services that he conducted. He visited another
German settlement where prospects were brighter, but his
financial resources had come to an end. He reguested sup=-
port from the Migsion Board for South America meebting in
Chicago but the Board refused to support him because "the
financial situation in Synod portends the necessity of
another budget reduction for South America."21 Klug left
Belo Horizonte to become the successor of L. Schmidt in
Rapadura, Espirito Ssnto, in June 1934.°° E. Schmidt had
resigned but shortly after accepted a call to Barra do

Santo Antonio in Minas Gerais, near the border of Hspirito

19}9;Q. (9 August 1933), I, 38.
20}2;9. (10 October 1933), I, 43.
2lipig. (8 May 1934), II, G4.
221p1d, (3 July 1934), II, 74.
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Santo, 22 Belo Horizonte continued to be served from Rio
de Jdaneiro from time to time.24
In Theophilo Otoni, Minas Gerais, a large number of
German families had severed connections with the united
German Bvangellcal Synod. In ﬁio, Hasse snnounced Lutheran
services in a newspaper. This was read in Theophilo Otoni

and late in 1932 a letter was sent to R. Hasse asking him

to visit the congregation in Theophilo Otoni.25 Upon
President Heine's request he went. During Hasse's visit
the congregation directed a call for a Lutheran pastor to
the lMission Board in Porto Alegre. &Early in 1934 candidate
Liborio Zimmer was sent and in 1950 he was still serving

the parish of Theophilo Otoni.Z®

Parana

Throughout the period Cruz lMachado continued %o be
L
the only parish served by the Missouri Synod in Parana. Its

pastor, H., Rottmann, who arrived there at the end of 1934

25Ho. Synod, Brazil District, Proceedings, 1937, p. 54.

24"Minutes of the Mission Board for South America"
(3 July 1934), II, 74, in CHI.

253, 4, Strieter, Der ILutheraner, LXXXIX (21 March
1933) 9 96.

26"Minutes of the Mission Board for South America"
(13 December 1932), I, 9. Statistical Year-Book of the

Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nissouri, Ohio, and Other
Stateg for the Year ;Qgﬁ-(St. Touis: Concordia Publishing
House, 1935)s PP. 3y 20.




il

152

served eight congregations and preachihg stations.27
Santa Catarina

The southwest and the northeast were the two areas
in Ghe state of Santa Catarina where the work of the Missouri
Synod experienced growbh in the period 1930-1937. In the
southwest, from lonmdai, near the Argentinean border, where
A, H, Becker served as pastor, %o Uruzeiroc do Sul, in the
center of the state where V. Kuehn was pasbtor the number of
congregations and preaching stations increased.aa In the
northeast W. Wilde had already been serving Trombudo Central
since 1928, Harly in 1930 members of the congregstion of
Estrada Schroeder, in the northeast of Santa Catarins, who
nad geparabted themselves from a parish served by the

Gotteskasten, asked V., Xuehn for pastoral care. He visited

the congregation together with A. Lehenbauer, then the
first vice-president of the Brazilian District. An agree-
ment in matters of doctrine and practice was reached and a
call was sent to the Mission Board in Porto Alegre, Candi-
date E, Rheinheimer was ¢alled, who shortly before the end
of 1930 arrived at Estrada Schroeder. Similar conditions

existed et Hstrada Santa Catarina nearby, where candidate

270. Krueger, "Hands Across the Seas," Luthersn Witness,
XLIV (28 4ugust 1935), 305.

28Mo. Synod, Brazil District, Proceedings, 1937,
PPe 45=55.
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¥. Arndt was installed in 1951.29 The conference circuis
of northeast Santa Catarina was organized on 1 September
1933 at Lstrada Schroeder with the presence of G. Wilde of
Cruz Machado,-Parané; fi. Rheinheimer of Zstrada Schroeder,
F. Arndt of Bstrada Santa Catarina, and W. Wilde of
Trombudo Gentral.ao in 1934 G, Wilde accepted the ca2ll Ho
Presldente Getulio and in 1937 R. Hasz accepted the call
o Ribeirfo das Pedras both also in the northeast of Santa

Gatarin&.ﬁl
Rio Grande do Sul

Yot during the period 1930-1937 the bulk of the members,
Congregations, and pastors of the Bregilian District of the
lissouri Synod were still in Rio Grande do Sul. The ine
¢rease in members and congregations during the period was
greater in Rio CGrande do Sul than the total in 211 the

other states, where the Missouri Synod was working. In

54 ggﬂeunzahnter Synodalbericht des Brasgilianischen
strikts der BV. Lubherischen Synode von Missouri, Ohio
und sndern Staaben. Jersammelt zu Luetorze de Julho, Sanba
Rosa vom 4. bis 10. Februar 1 l"TPo%%o Alegre: Casa Pu
Iicadowa Toncordia, 19%1), Ttp. 92=93,

30[E.J Rheinheimer, "Konferenzbildung in Santa Catarina

(Nordosten),® Evangelisch-Iutherisches Kirchenblatt fuer
Suedamerika, TI1 (1 November 1935,), 165, Hersaiter cited

as KRirchenblatt,

BlLutherHKhlender fuer Suedamerika auf das Jshr 1951
w"‘ apstmm—at) o '
edited by A, Lehenbauer and ., Bchelp (Porto Alegre: Lasa
Publicadora Concordia, 1951), pp. 155-156. Hereafter cited
as Luther-¥alender, 1951.
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1930 thirty-six parish paatoré were working in as meny
Parishes in Rio Grande do Sul. in 1957 forty-eight parish
pastors were serving fifty psrishes in the same stvate. The

largest increase was seen in the northwest of the state,sa
Statistical Totals of 1930 and 1937 Compared i

- In 1930 forty-three pastors were working in Brazil
serving 19,844 baptized souls, of whom 9,743 were communi-
cant members, In eighty~one parochial schools 2,410
children were instructed.’’ In 1937 sixty-seven parish
pastors were serving 35,932 baptized souls of whom 18,124
were communicant members. In 140 psrochial schools, 4,184

children received their instruction.34
The Ministry

Throughout the period the majority of the parish pastors
were graduates of Porto Alegre, lNost of them were bora in
Brazil. The result of this was that parishes no longer

suffered ae greatly from a too irequent change of pastors,

jdntat.x.stlcal Year-Book of the Lvangelical Lutheran
Synod of Missouri, Ohio and Other States for the Year 1
St. Louis: Goncordia Publishing House, 1931), pp. 36-37.
Hereafter cited as ZJtatistical Year-Book, 1930. Statistical
Year-Book, 1937, pp. 30=31.

33suabistical Year-Book, 1930, p. 146,

5q'J. T. Mluellerl, "Von B. nach A.," Der Lutheraner,
X0IV (7 June 1938), 204,
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as had usually been the case whkile the majority of the
pastors were North Americans. At one time, in the early
thirties, there were only three North Americsn pastors in
the Braziliarn District, but because of the rapid expansion
of the work FNorth American candidates were called again,
for the Seminary in Porto ilegre could rot meet the ever
increasing deuand foxr pastcrs.35 Because Tco few candidates
from the Seminaries in St. Louls &nd Springfield were will-
ing to go to Brazil, the lMicsion Board for South America
got in touch with the ILutheran Free Church of Saxony to see
whether any candidates of Sehlendorf would be willing tc go
to Brazil.56 So 1t happened that X, Fledler, Tu. Reuter,
and A, Gedrat went from Germany to work in the Brazilian
District in 1952.57 With the depression it became casier
again to find candidates for Brazil in the United States so
that after those first ones no other Geramza theological
candidates were called to Brazil. From 1930 to 1937 a total
of eighteen North American csndidates accepted csalls to
Brazil and worked there. This was the last period in which

North American ministerial candidates went to Brazil regu-—

larly, or in large numbers.

339, Kmieger, "Hands iceross the Seas," Luthersn Witness,
LI (20 Mecember 1932), 442.

5G“Hinutes of the Mission Board for South America”
(10 November 1931), I, 24 in CHI.

37Luther-Kalender, 1951, p. 155.
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Whereas the number of pastors liuncreased considerably
in the period, the number of souls psr pastor also increased
as did the average number of preaching stations per pastor,
There were parishes like that of Tres Forguilhas, Rio

Grande do Sul, where the pastor served more than tweanty

different places, among congregations and preaching stations.38

Somatimes the work was too much and pastors had to rssiga
because of brealtdowns or impaired health as Lihree of then
did in the end of 1934,39

For a pastoxr to teach school five or six days a week,
in many cmses in the morning and in tThe afternoon, was the
general rule. In 1937 fifty-six of the sixby-sixz pastors
were conducting a day school. 0

During the period 1930 to 1937 the work im Poriuguese
increased, but slowly. In 1938 about eighty-{ive per cent
of the sermons were still preached in Germaa and only about

fifteen per cent of them in Portuguese.4l

38

1o, Synod, Brazil District, Proceedings, 1936,
P. 65,

59“Minutes of the Missign Board for South America"
(10 December 133%4), II, 34, in CHIL.

40?. Schelp, "Sunday on Horsebsck--llonday in School,™

Lutheran Witness, LVI (5 October 1937), 337.

*lp, S[chelpl, "Bemerkung zu der Statistik unseres

Distrikts,” Kirchenblati, XXXIV (1 March 1939), 37.
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Spiritual CGrowth

In the Brazilian District Proceedings reports of
spiritual growth, of increasing church attendance and com-
nunion participation, became more frequent in the 1930s
especially in 1936 and 1937. Some parishes made a great
effort to become financially self-supporting. Some achieved
iv. Others had their financial support cut off. In such
cases self-support was attained at the pastor's expense.
During the depression years, the early 1930s, the financial
situation of the pastors became acute. In 1932 a twenty
per cent reduction in salaries was effected.42 The Brazilian
Migssion Board made strenuous sfforts at rigid economy and
of encouragement towards self support of parishes.45 On
one occasion in 193% the Bosrd simply withdrew the subsidy
from six parishes which they had been receiving.44 In 1935
theré were eleven self-supporting parishes in Braz:i.l.q'5

By 1936 salaries had been reduced to actual privation,

42"Hinutes of the Mission Board for South America"
{14 November 1932), I, 6, in CHI.

%31via, (10 Jenuary 1933), I, 14.
“Ipid. (9 August 1933), I, 38.

b“foeaedl s of the Thi —ulxth Regular Convention
of the Zv. ius eran - oynod of 1ssour1, Ohig, snd Other

Btates Assembled at Cleve land; Obio as the [wenby~rirst
Delegate Synod Juns 8, 1935 (bt. wouis: Concordia

blishing House, 19 Do 1 . Hereafter cited as Mo.
Synod, Proceedings, 1935.
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according to a letter from the District treasurer to the

Mission Board for South America.46

Although a raise was
requested it was not granted to keep the budget low.a7
Although the immediate requirements for 1937 were $30,450,
only $23,000 was granted, whereas for Argentina, with about
~only one-third of the number of workers the budget was
almost as 1arge.49 One-fourth of the money sent from the
United States was annually consumed by the urban missions
in Rio de Janeiro and S0 Paulo.?® At the end of 1937 a
bonus was granted to all pastors to help them out of their
difficulties.’t TFinasncial difficulties were part of the
regsons why many North American pastors left Brazil a short
time after they had started to work there.

hgide from financial difficulties the church work was

carried out undisturbed in these seven years of mild dicta-

torship. %he number of parochial schools increased from

q'e-’"I*IJ'.nm:es of the Mission Board for South America"
(1 December 1936), II, 104, in CHI.

*7Ivia. (22 spril 1936), II, 82.

48Tpig, (11 August 1936), II, 90,

#91pigd., (11 March 1937), II, 119.

0Ipid. (15 September 1936), II, 91.

51Proceed* *5 of the Thirty-Seventh Regular Convention
of the Bv. lutheran Synod of ﬂgssourf, Ohio, and Other States
Assembled at St. Louis, lo. as the gientx-gec-a Delegate
gznod June 1 -54,“;235 (5t. Touls: Concordia Publishing

ouse, 1938), D Hereafter cited as lMo. Synod, Pro-

ceedings, 1938.
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eighty-one to one hundred and .for'by.52 The youth work
made good progress. New youth societies were organized in
several congregations. Several of them joined the Brazilian
Waltherliga, which held annual conventions. The youth
periodical Der Waltherliga-Bote appeared regularly.53 A

typical meeting of a youth assoclation was opened with a
hymn and a prayer, followed by a Bible lesson with dis-
cussion after which there were games and other entertain-
m.ent.54

Some provisions were made for orphans. A commitiee
was elected at the district convention in 1934 to look for
families that would like to receive orphans in their homes.ss_
The committee found six such families but no homeless orphans
until the beginning of 1936.°°

Midway in the 1930s a school periodical, Unsere
Schulen, was published provisorily. The district coanvention
of 1936 changed it into a theological and pedagogical journal,

Wacht und Weide in Kirche und Schule. At first it came out

52Gf. notes 33-34, chap. VI,

233 . T, Mueller, "Der Waltherliga-Bote," Der Lutheraner,
LXXXVI (15 July 1930}, 233.

>%o. Krueger, "Hands Across the Seas," Lutheran Witness,
LII (21 November 1933), 397.

55P. S{chelpl, "Waisekinder," Kirchenblatt, XIXX (15
April 1934), 61. T T

50y40. Synod, Brazil District, Broceedings, 1936, p. 8l.



EEEE B VRN S R

| L1 PR E SR

160
five, afterwards six times a year.57
District President A, Heine undertook a visitation trip
to the different parishes in the different areas of Brazil
to encourage them in their objectives, orienting them towards
self support, in 1927. He went from parlsh to parish ad-
dressing the congregations in special meetings, stressed

the importance of the church, tried to impress upon the

minds of the members what they could do to support their
local work and every new undertaking within the local

i
-

parish.58

The year 1937 marked the beginning of a new missionary
venture in Brazil, the Lutheran Hour, the use of the radio
to aid the pregching of the Gospel. The beginning of regu-
lar transmissions was made in Porto Alegre on Radio
Farroupilha on 14 March 1937.59 It was completely supported
by local members. From March to December 1937 fourteen
sermons were broadcast. Prof. P. Schelp was the speaker.eo

A% the end of 1937 one of the most dynamic leaders of

the Brazilian District, the Rev. A. Lehenbauer, amccepted the

571pid., p. 80. Mo. Synod, Brazil District, Proceed-
ings, 1937, p. 67.

58“Ninutes-of the Mission Board for South America"”
(10 August 1937), II, 154, in CHI.

2% "Hora Luth " Kirchen-
go Wagner and G. Goerl, ora Lutherana, rche
blatt, XXXII (15 April and 1 May 1937), Beilage zu Nr. 8

6°Mo. Synod, Proceedings, 1938, p. 170.
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call to the presidency of the college at Crezpo, Argentina,
When he left Urwahnfried, in the northwest of Rlo Grande
do Sul, several flourishing parishes were in the area where

he had started the work in 1915.61
The Seminary

The Semindrio Concdrdia, on the Mont Serrat hill, over-
looking the city of Porto Alegre and the wide Guaiba River,
continued to be vital for the work of the Brazilian District.
Dr, Psul Schulz, a member of the Board of Directors of the
Missouri Synod, and the only officizl North ‘merican visitor
in the period, wrote about the location of the Seminary
campus in 19%6:

Hoch oben suf der hoechsten Huegelkette liegt unser

Seminar; es hat eine ganz vorzuegliche Lage, und ich

e st R G

In 1930 the Seminary was connected with the city water
and light system, which improved living conditions con-

siderably.®>

61F. Otten, "Abschiedsfeier zu Urwahnfried, Brasilien,"
Der Lutheraner, ’XCIV (29 March 1938), 1l0.

62Paul Schulsy; "Ein Besuch in Suedamerika," Der
Luthersner, XCII (23 June 193%8), 21l.
63
Proceedin of the Thirty-Fifth Regular Convention
- of the Synod of &Iasou?f: Ohio, and Uther States Assembled

as

a5 the Twontisth Delegate Uoavention at Milwaukee, wisconsin,
June 1 ;5:2571;232 (5%, foute Goncrdin Publishing House,

1932) p. 62.
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The period 1930 to 1937 was 3 relatively uneventful
period in the history of the Seminaxry. The Ueaching went
on undisturbed. The faculty was sbtzble, aeaded by Dr, J.
N, Jahn, a dedicated man, a stern disciplinarian.

vIn 1931 Prof. X, Rupp, until then assistant professor,
was called as professor of Greek, Latin, and CGerman, He
bad been born in Germeny, received his college training in
Halle, Germany. After some %time in Brazil he had entered
the seminary in Porto Alegre, where he had received his
theological training., After half a year in the ministry he
was called as asgsistant professor of the Seminsry in 1925,
He was an exceptionally thorough scholar who mainbtained a
high standard in the teaching of the classical languagas.s4

The physical plant remained the same during the period.
No buildings were erected bacause of the financilal situa-
tion of the Missouri Synod.65

The sports' field was improved. A basketball court,
a track, and a soccer field, were bullt by the students

themselves under the competent direction of Prof. K. Rupp.66

i N, H. Jahn, "Aus unserm Seminar zu Porto iLlegre,"
Kirchenblatt, XXVI (1 April 1931), 52-53. J. N. H. Jahn,
"Installation of New Professor at Concordia Seminary, Porto
Alegre," Iutheran Witness, I (12 May 1931), 172.

65Ho. Synod, Proceedings, 1935, p. 78.

68y, i. Rupp, "Auf diesen Bildern," Kirchenblatt,
XXXI (15 December 1936), 187.
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During the period 1950-1937 meubers of the fsculty

held summer courses for pastors snd beschers., In 1935

8 summer course wag conducted in Erechim by Professors %
Schelp and Rehfeldt,67 In January 1937 sixty persons, %
pastors, men and women teachers, attended the summsr
course in Porto Alegre, conducted by professcrs Schelp,
Rupp, and Rehfeldt, and pastors Lehenbauer, Muellexr, and

Héine_.68

|
The only remarkable events of the pewriod were The j
graduations. 4s students were aécepted only every two years, :

|
cendidates graduated only every other year., In December ]
1230 six graduabed, one of them Jodo Llves, the first ‘
colored Lutheran pasbtor in Brazil.69 In December 1933 eight §
theological candidates and five teachers received their |
diplomas. Of the eight theological candidates four had comne
from the college at Crespo, ~rgentina, and returnsd %o |
Argentina after completing their studies in Porto Alagre.7o
In December 1937 seven candidates graduated, threes of them

from iLrgentina. For the four Brazilian candidates there

670. Krusgor, "Hands Across the Seas," Lutheran
Witness, LIV (7 May 1935), 177.

68Gn Wilde, "Sommerkursus in Porto Alegre," Dexr
Lutheraner, XCIII (30 March 1937), 120.

695/ N. H, Jahn, "Hore Laborers for the Lord's Vine-
yard in 3razil,” Lutheran Witness, L (17 March 1931), 100.

705, M. H, Jahn, "Mehr irbelter im Weinberg des - ~
Herrn," Kirchemblatt, XXIX (1 Januiry 1934), 5.
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were eighteen calls.7l

I1l and exhausted from his strenuous work Dr., J.
Jahn weni on furlough to the United States in January
1957.72 G. Mueller went from the United States to Brazil
%o teach at the Seminary during the absence of Dr, Jahn.73

Dr, Jahn was to come back after more than a year of

furlough but only to stay for a short time so that 1937
in fact marks the end of Dr. Jahu's period of direction at

the Seminary,

71Ho. Synod, Proceedings, 1938, p. 92.

?P'Mlnubee of the Mission Board for South America"
(11 February 1936), II, 67, in CHI. Mo. Synod, Braszil
District, Proceedings, 1937, Pe 67,

75 « Slchelpl, "Hilfe fuers Seminar," Xirchenblatt,
LXLT (15 November 1956), 173,




CHAPTER VIII

NATIONALIZATION AND THE SECOND WORLD WAR
1937-1945

Political Background

Since the Revolution of 1930 Getulio Vargas had governed
Brazil. A presidential election was supposed to take place
in 1937 but on 10 November 1937, in the middle of the heated
political campaign in which Integralists, Frente-Unitists,
Liberalists, Nazis, Communists, and Fascists were fighting
for power, Getulio Vargas declared the Estado Novo, that is,
the New State. He decreed that he would remain in the
presidential chair for another seven yesrs to liberate,
perfect, and strengthen the New State. The nation was
declared to be in a state of siege. Press and mail were
censored. Getulio organized a social and political police.
He produced: and enforced decrees of strict nationalization.
Some say that Vargas directed the attention of the country
against the Germans, Italians, and their descendants, to

divert the attention of the people from his coup a'état.t

1Pau1 Schelp, "Things are Happening in Brazil,"
lutheran Witness, LVIII (19 September 1939), 327.
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The School Problem

The nationalization was to affect the total life of
the citizens, even the life in the home. In primary schools
all teaching, also the religious instruction had to be done
in Portuguese, the principals of schools had to be born
Bragzilians, no building that also served as church could
be used for school purposes. All schools anﬂ teachers had
to register with the state and were subject to rigorous
federal inspection.2 No other language than Portuguese
could be spoken on the school grounds, not even during
intermissions. 4{n vast areas of the states Espirifo Santo,
S8o Paulo, Parana, Santa Catarina, and Rio Gran@e do Sul,
the only language spoken in the rural areas was either
German or Italian, also in the schools.3 Even though the
school laws were not directly aimed against private schools
nor had sgpecific religious connotations, their effect was
tragic for the Sinodo Evangelico Luterano do Brasil as it
also was for other religioué bodies. Within the period of
one year, 1938, the Missouri Synod had to close twenty-four
of its 139 parochial schools, most of them in Espirito

20, F. Lehenbauer, "Brasilien," Der Lutheraner, XCV
(1 August 1939), 263, ¥

3P. Schelp, Lutheran Witness, LVIII (19 September
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Santo and Santa Gatarina,.4 usually because the pastors

or teachers who had taught in them were not born Brazilians.5
These school laws did not affect only the Missouri Synod
schools but all private schools in Brazil. Alone in the
Cruz lMachado arvea, in Parana, where Mr. A. Blicker, a born
Brazilian taught in H. Rottmann's school which, therefore,
was not closed, twenty-one other schools, attended by
twelve hundred children were closed in 1938.6
In 1939 again several parochial schools had to be
¢closed because of stricter federal decrees. In 1940 the
total number of Missouri Synod schools in Brazil decreased
t0 ninety-nine and im 1941 %o ninety-one.7 The total number

of pupils enrolled in parochial schools decreased from 4,159

49; S[chelpl, "Statistik," fvangelisch~Lutherisches
Kirchenblatt fuer Suedamerika, XXXIV (15 February 1939),

3 ereafter cited as Kirchenblatt.

1ie8 -bProceedings of ‘the Thirty-Zighth Repular Convention
of the fv. Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other
btates Asscmbled at Fort Wayne, ind. as the Twenty-Third
Delegate Synod, June 18=27, lg%l_ﬁﬁt. Touis: Concordia
Publishing House, 1941), p. 17%. Hereafter cited as Ms.
Synod, Proceedings, 194l. |

Rl Mlueller], "Unsere Arbeit in Suedamerika," Der
Lutheraner, XCIV (24 May 1938), 187.

?p, Slehelpl, "Kirehliche Nachrichten,” Kirchemblatt,
XXXVI (1 and 15 February 1941),"25.f ﬁtatisticaéhfearboof
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of HMissouri, Ohio, and
Other States for the Year 1%31 (St, Louis: Concordia Pub=-
Tishing House, 19%42), p. 175. Hereafter cited as Statisti-
cal Yearbook, 1941. : :
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in 1937 to 3,554 in 1941.% The loss in the number of
pupils was not so large because the schools in largef
towns and cities, that could comply with the laws and
deérees, prospered. But where the schools were closed
they were not replaced by any public schools. Not only
religlous education but all education suffered and illiter-

9

acy closed in again in those areas.
The Language Question

In the first years of its work German was the only
language used bylthe Missourl Synod missionaries in Brazil.
For a few wmonths during the First World War the use of
German had been forbidden to a certain extent. When the
prohibition was lifted, most of the church work was carried
out in German again. BStill in 1938 when some nationaliza-
tion laws, that gradually suppressed the use of German in
Brazil, came out, eighty-four per cent of the sermons
Preached by Missouri Synod pastors in Brazil were preached
in German and only sixteen per cent in Portuguese. The

reason for this was that the majority of the Brazilian

84 - ;
Statistical Yearbook of the Evangelical Lutheran
Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States for the Year 193g
St. Louis: Concordia rublishing House, 1938), D. 146.
Hereafter cited as Statistical Yearbook, 1937, Statistical

Yearbook, 1941, p. 175.

“Mo. Synod, Progeedings, 1941, pp. 215-216.
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Iutherans did not understand Portuguese.lo In the states
Santa Catarina and Parana, where seven Missouri Synod
pastors were working, the decree was promulgated that all
sermons had to be preached first in Portuguess and then
they could be preached again in another language. A similar
decree was soon afterwards enforced in Rio Grande do Sul,
The decree showed‘no religious preference. The Roman
Catholic Archbishop of Rio Grande do Sul felt himself com=-
pelled to admonish all priests to always preach in Portuguese
first and then translate the sermon into German or Italian,
if the majority of the parishioners did not understand
Portuguase.ll

in 1939 German wag completely forbidden in some parishes.
The first parishes affected were Toropi, Rio Grande do Sul,
and Cruz Machado, Parana.>> From July 1939 on, the first
page of the Xirchemblatl, the German official periodical
of the Brazilian District of the Missouri Synod, was printed
in Portuguase.15 Near the end of 1939 all German preaching

1

was forbidden in the towns of Rio Grande do Sul,'” only

10paul Schelp, "Aus der lutherischen Kirche suedlich
vom Aequator," Der Lutheraner, XCV (12 September 1939),
313-314.

1l1v14.

12p, Slchelpl, "Kirchliche Nachrichten,” Kirchemblatg,"
XXXIV (15 June 1939), 93.

L3npngustia," ibid., XXXIV (15 July 1939), 105.

146, . Lehenbauer, "Kurze Nachrichten aus Brasilien,"
Der Lutheraner, XCVI (2 January 1940), 8.
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liturgical services could be held in German,1? The
Eirchenblatt was suppressed in Septembef 1941,16 as were
all periodicsls printed im Brazil in foreign lapguages.
The annual Iuther-Kalender, and the Andachts-xalender for
‘1942 could also not be printed. The total sdition of

these thres pﬁblications had been 12,000 the year before,

The consaquence was that thoasands of Chrigtian homes could
no longer receive apiritual edifiication through Christian

literature in a language that they could undarstand.l?

After Brazil Entered the War

“hen Bragil declared war on Germany in August 1942,
after some Brazilian ships had been sunk, there was a day
of mob rile in Porto Alegre. The sane aight a group tried
to bresk into the Seminary, threw rocks at 2 professon's
kouse, cried'ouﬁ‘threats against Germany and Germans bdub
did no nomne damége.lg

In Ssnt Ana, Viles Freive, in the south of Rio Grande
do Sul a mob, moﬁntéd on horses, broke into the newly builg

Lutheran Church at night, destroyed the harmonium snd the

1op., Slchelpl, "Unsere deutschen liturgischen Gottes-
dienste," Kirchenblatt., XXIVI (%0 August 1941), 131,

187p14.

17pau1 Schelp, "Aus Brasilien," Der Lutheraner,
XCVIII (10 February 1942), 37.

181he author was in that house that night.
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furniture, exploded the tower with dynanite, burnsd the

church, arrested the church officers, tortured them t5o

confess that there hzd beendmunition and wezpons hidden

in the church, and killed one of them. The lezders of the

moh,

nething was ever done %to them,

taxy

His report to the Mission 3B

several of them Roman Catholics, wsre discovasred, but

19

By that time Dr, ¥, C. Streufer, the executive secre-—

0f missions of the Missouri Synod, visited Brazil.,
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statenent of the tribulations end perils fzced by ths

Brazilisn District from 1942 to 1945,

b

]

Lo

As tine went on in Brazil it becasme more difficult to
cerry out the survey as planned. I knew that I was
constantly vnder surveillsnce and that the Secret
Service Department had their eyes fixed on me. Going
from place to place I deened it a wise move to first
present myself to the Praefeto and Delegado-~heads of
the Police Department--and told them of my plans,

By law 311 sexvices must be conducted in the Portuguese

language., All our churches complied a% once.--But
what a blow it wag for our churches, inasmuch as many
of the older folks cannot at all understand the
Portusuess language. Church atvendance has suffered,
Members are downeast, pastors are conscience-stricken
because they cannot adequatlsly minister to the fleek
given under their spiritual care. But more than this
--These are perilous days, days of sore distress,
Kever in the history of our church of the Missouri
Synod did our Christians anywhere, at any place,suffer
a

greater hatred, entagonism, mosity, persecution,
than our churches, pastors, 2nd fellow-Christiens in

Brazil gt Ghe precent time. Litalics by the author..
The old evil foe now means deadly woe. It seems as if
nov when the present war feelings zlso enveloped

lgR. Hasse, "Pela Seara," Mensageiro Luterano, XXXII

(February 1949), 13.
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Brazil and nearly all other nations of South

America, save Argentina and Chile, all the foes

have joined hands in open attack on the church hold-
ing up the banners of the true Gospel. And that just
at a time when we were getting a real foothold, when
our messengers were successfully pressing forward,
when our Christian Day Schools in Brazil were regained
and filled %o capacity. Both Brazil and Argentina

are in the throes of Catholicism. Their motto is
printed in bold headlines in the daily newspapers;

one country--one language--one religion. And they are
stepping a lively galt to live up to this motto.

Brazil according to the letter of the law guarantees
religious freedom. But think of the brazen audacity
of a Roman Archbishop in Brazil. In an open letter
to the American Consulate he demands that he (the
Consul) appeal to the U, S. A, to decree that the

. Protestant churches be prohibited to send more mis-

sionaries to Brazil.

In a little town one of our pastors was called upon
by the civil authorities, the police department, to
bring the children of his school to the Catholic
church, to join the children of the Catholic church
in a2 civic demonstration under the leadership of the
priests. Our pastor refused, but it meanthatred and
animogity for him and his church. . . .

e ® ® @6 e @ © » ®© @ w ® @ & ° & © & 9 O * 5 ° S e T 0

" The government is altogether under Roman influence

and now that Brazil severed diplomatic  relations with
the Axis powers everything is done to hinder the work
of the Church. In spite of the fact that in a "fifth
column" investigation, in the "Denuncio," it is defi-
nitely stated that we are not to be confounded with
"the Rio Grandenser Church" which was supported by
Germany and which is justly charged with pro-Nazi
activities, and in spite of the fact that the investi-
gators speak in glowing terms of our schools as being
nationalized already years ago, and in spite of the
"convenio," and agreement between the Department of
Bducation and our Synodical District concerning our
schools, an unfounded accusation made by an unknown
enemy may bring the pastor or his members before

~court and into Jjail.

One of our pastors is in prison, confined on a solitary
island, since the early days of January. No one dares
to visit him. One pastor felt conmstrained to inquire
at police headquarters concerning a member who had
disappeared many days ago. 1t was, however, believed
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(that he might have been arrested. The pastor came to
1dinquire. Thergppon the pastor was imprisoned, placed

.. )into a room, without a bed or chair, or bread or water.
After 24 hours he was again released. Two pasbtors
were relieved of all of their books. It is believed
that they were destroyed. One pastor under many
threats was forbidden to preach in his church. He was,
however, permitted to preach in the homes of members,
but no more than twenty dare be present at one time.
Another was forbldden to preach in the homes, but the
stations all being new mission-stations he had no
churches where he could preach.--One pastor is com-
pelled to reduce religious instruction in his school
from six hours to three hours per weesk,

Pastors are conscience~stricken. On Maundy-Thursday

a group of 13 elderly men and women came to the pastor
and pleaded with him to give them a German Communion
service since they could not at all understand the
Portuguese. He complied. When the service came to a
close a police squad compelled all to ride 25 miles on
horseback to headquarters. They were Jjailed. After
five days, however, they were again released. Another
pastor was ordered to appear before the Police Magis-
trate. He was accused of conducting a German service
on the previous Sunday. He denied. "But we have six
witnesses to prove this," said the Police Chief--and
that was all. The Board of Elders came to disprove

the sccusation mede. "We have six witnesses." That's
all. Your pastor ls prohibited to preach, and to teach.
--AnQther pastor came to get his son from college. -
Before leaving hy train both entered a restaurant. Upon
leaving the restaurant both were arrested. They were
charged with speaking German. "But what did we say?"
asked the pastor. The officer said, "You said, Ja."

It meant seven hours in jail.

That parsonages and libraries are investigated is an
every-day occurrence. --A truck load of German Bibles
were gathered by the police department at the Casa
Publicadora Concordia (our Brazilian Publishing House)
and carted away %o be destroyed. A few hours later
they were returned. A promise, however, had to be
given that the Bibles would not be sold. . . . When
the brethren met me at the airport their haggard

and worried look already indicated to me the gravity
of the situation. Our Christiasnsstand in silence.
They know not what the future might bring. It is a
crime to receive a Ggrman letter. One member was
jailed because of this. « «
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None of our pastors can write about the trials that

gizg.ggme on them. IMay the Lord have mercy on

In some cases private pastoral counssling in German
led to imprisonment and an injunction not to preach even
in Portuguese. Seven pastors were forbidden to preach at
all, Nineteon pastors were arrested and spent a longer or
shorter time in prison. Fourteen pastors had their libraries
taken away and burned because some of the books were in
German, None of the pastors arrested during the mob rule

was found gullty and they were all released.21

A member of the Lubtheran church who was serving in the
army asked for spiritual guidance. The Rev. 4. Heine

visited him, At the time some revolutionary activity was
taking place in the army and A. Hdeine, the president of the
Brazilian District, was accused of being involved. He aand
the Rev. G. J. Beck were arrested. In some German circles
there had been some pro-Nagl activitles. The government was
looking for scapegoats. Unrelated fragments of circumstancial
evidence were the basis for the prosecution. The military

tribunal declared the Rev. lMessrs. Heine and Beck guilty

of subversive activities. A{ Heine was given twenty years

20“Hinutes of the lMission Board for South America,"
"Report of Dr. F. C. Streufert, Exhibits I snd II," IV,
256. In possession of the Concordig Historical Institute,

St.-Louis.

210. F. Lehenbauer, "Neuere Nachrichten aus Suedamerika,"
Der Lutheraner, IC (30 Novemher 1943), 373.
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and G. J, Beck thirty years of imprisonment. Ain appeal
was made to the Supreme Court of Brazil but no further
action was taken during the war.22

R, Hasse, the first vice-president of the Brazilian
District, substituted for A. Heine as president.

The years 1942 o 1945 were the most difficult ones
of the first half century of the Brazilian District. Very
little regular work could be done in the parishes. Church
attendance, contributions, communion participation dropped
considerably. In one case a pastor and a teacher were
deposed because the congregation did not want to give up
German even though it was forbidden by law.23 :

What made life more difficult for pastors and congre-
gations was the inflation that at times raced unchecked.
In ten months in 1943%, prices of articles of first neces~
sity rose 250 to 400 per cent. At other times it was milder
but salaries were never raised in proportion, Some articles
1ike gasoline were not to be had at all.24
Nevertheless some expansion was undertaken. Several

parishes in the state of Parana that had formerly belonged
to the Gotteskasten, after having been without pastors for

22"Hinutes of the Mission Board for South America"
(1% June 1944), IV, 269. Ibid., (18 July 1944), p. 274, in CHI.

240. F. Lehenbaﬁer,'Der Lutheraner, IC (30 November
1943), 373.
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Jears, asked to be served by pustors of the Missouri
Synod. In 1941 Bitu Mirim (Bom Jardim), in 1942 Papagaios
Novos, in 1943 Imbituva joined the Missouri Synod and were
supplied with pastors.25

In 1944 Dr. W, Kunetmann, pastor of Christ Church,
Porto ilegre, and his brother-in-law the Hev. P, ILvers,
Pastor of the paricsh of Linha Brasil, who had left the
Missouri Synod in 1922 during the Kunstmann crisis, reestab-
lished sltar snd church fellowship with the Missouri Synod
and scoxn thereafter became members of the lissouri Synod
again, ending the only majof split of the Missouri Synod
in Brazil.=®
The Role of Casa Publicadora Concordia in the Period
of Nationalization

The Casa Publicadora Concordia was one of the major
factors that made the transition from German to Portuguese
as church language as effective as it was, softening the
blow and damage to church life caused by the overnight
" change in language. Founded in 1925 the Casa Fublicadora
Concordia had been printing and publishing church and school
literature both in German snd in Portuguese, but mainly in

Germen. Besides Catechisms, Bible Histories, tracts, and

231bia.

e

26"Minutes of the Mission Board for South America"
(29 september 1944), IV, 284, in CHI.
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8chool books, in 1932 it printed the Lvangelisch-Lutherisches

Kirchenblatt fuer Suedamerika, the Evangelisch-Lutherischer

Kirchenbote:fuer Argentinien, the Waltherligs-Bote, the

Evggggliech~Lutherisches Kinderblatt, the Jungbrunnen, the

Bibellektionen, the Der Kcnkordianer, the Wacht und Weide,

the Iluther-~Kalender. In two years all German publications

had to be discontinued and the need for Pcrtuguese school
material, Bible Histories, Catechisms, Liturgy, and period-
icals forced the Cass Publicadora Concordia to work over-
tine to meet it.27

Barly in 1939 the Casa Publicadors Concordia came very
near to being closed. 1ts manager, Mr. G. Gecerl, was
arrested by the secret police on account of an unsigned
denunclstion that said that a communist tract had been
printed there. Mr. G. Goerl spent a night and half a day
in prison, while the police searched the Casa Publicasdora.
Nothing irregular was found and the religious character of
the publishing firm was explained to the police. Afber
apologies the police released Mr. Goerl and the work of the
Casa Publicadors went on undisturbed.as

Barly in 1940 the Portuguese Iutheran Hymnal was pub-
lished. Its first edition was sold out slmost immediately.

27uBrasilien,” Der Lutheraner, XOV (1 August 1939),
264, .C, ¥, Lehenbauer, "Under the Southern Cross," Lutheran
Witness, LVIII (18 April 1949), 143. TR R

281pid. P. Schelp, "Kirchliche Nachrichten,™
Kirchenblath, XXXIV (1 February 1939), 19.
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Yhen Prof. . Gchelp showed an advance copy of the hymnal
to the HMission Board in the United States in 1939 he
remarked that the Lutheran Church was the only one that had
a Rortuguese hymnal.29
In 1940 the German youth, children, snd theological
periodicals were replaced by the Fortuguese: QO Joven

luterano, QO Pequenc Luterano, and & Igreia Iuterana.©

The next year Porto ilegre suffered the worst flood of
its history, in May 1941. 40,000 of its 400,000 inhabit-
ants had to flée from their homes. The whcle section of
the city where 8t. Paul's Church ond the Casa Tublicadora
Concordia lay, was under water. In the Casa Publicadora
the water reached five feet high. The damege upon stock

31

and machinery was coasiderable. Shortly after the flood
ry )

with some help from the United States, the Casa Publicadora
Concordia started to print again, and soon it wss printing

more than before the flood. >

2%, , "Kirchliche Nachrichten," ibid., XXXV (1 April
1940), 55. "Minutes of the Mission Eoard for South America”
(12 December 1939), IV, 85., in CHI.

307, @. M[uellerl, "Vierzig Jahre kirchliche Arbeit in
Brasilien," Der Lutheraner, XCVI (2 July 1940), 234.

31pau1 Schelp, "Grosse Ueberscawemmung in Brasilien,”
ibid., XCVII (17 June 1941), 194.

52J. W. Deanken, "Versammlung des Board of Directors,”
ibid., LOVII (12 August 1941), 251.
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The Imtheran Hour

A voice of comfort and encourzgement that wag never
8ilent during the dark years of the war, even though it did
not reach everywhere, was the Lutheran Hour. In 1937 the
Lutheran Hour was broadcast in German and Portuguese on
the strongest station of the state, in Porto Llegre, twice
2 month, 2> In 1938 thé broadcasts in German had to stop
but the Portuguese broadecasts continued regularly.34 Also
in Rio de Janeiro Portuguese broadcasts wers wade.35 Until
1944 the Portuguese lutheran Hour, completely supported by
the Bragzilian District, was broadcast twice a month from
Porto LAlegre and once & month from Rio. In 1944 the Iutheran
Laymen's League in the United States started to support the
Rio broadcast which enabled R. Hasse to brosdecast every

Sunday from the nabtion's capital.ss

33‘-I'u‘ro Wagner and G. Goerl, "Hora Lutherana,” Kirchen—
blatt, XYXTI (15 April and 1 Kay 1937), Beilage zu Hr.

RO T Mlueller], "Unsere Arbeit in Suedamerika,"
Der Lutheraner, XCIV (24 May 1938), 187.

52theo., Sehmidt, "Aus unserm Brasiliarigschen Distrikt,"
ibld., XCVI (2 July 19&0), 228. '

Proceedlngs of the Thlrtzrﬂinth Reiglar Convention

of the Zv., luth ran o od of -ssourl, hio, and Other

States Asaemble§ at Sa inaw, .Lchi an as the Tﬁ3htz Fourth
Delogate Synod une 1= 194 (St. Louis: Concordia Pub-

lishing House, 1985)7 pe 173. Hereafter cited as Mo. Synod,
Proceedings, 1944,
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Relations with the Mother Church

During the period 1937-1945 the shortage of pastors
was deeply felt. In December 1957 the Seminario Coancordia
had gradvated four ministerial candidates for Brazil while
eighteen calls were waiting for them. The synodical con-
vention of the Missocuri Synod in 193%8 expressed the neces—
sity of sending more men from the United States tc Brazil
because the feminary in Porto Alegre was not yet able to
supply the demand.57 In 1938 two North American candidates
were sent o Brazil, M. Helmer and A. W. Schneider. Upon
Their urrival in Brazil they received only provisory visas
for six months. The same happened to Dr. J. Jaon, who
also had returned to Brazil at the close of 19%8. Ir. J.
Jahn had to leave Brazil again after one semestar.38 He
Helmer and A, W. Schneider received their permanent visas

39

after & loung botherscme process and great expense.

N

?

’7Erocaadings of the Thirty-Seventh Hepular Convention
of the &v. Lutheran Syunod of Missouri, gblg, and Other
States Assembled at St. Louis, lo. as the Tyenty-Second
Delegatc Synod Junc io~24, 1938 (St. Louis: Goncordia Pub-
lighing Houss, 1938), p. 172. Hereafter cited as Mo. Synod,
Proceedings, 1938.

38, F. Lehenbouer, "Brasilien," Der Lutheraner, XCV
él August 1939), 263. P. Slchelpl, Kirchenblatl, AXXIV
15 October 19%9), 155,

59105 g o SIS
uthereKalender fuer Suedamerika suf das Jahr 1951,
edited by A. Lehenbauer and P, Schelp (Porto Alegre: Casa
Publicadora Concordis, 1951), p. 156. Hereafter cited as
Lutherefialender, 1951,
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No other worn North Amsrican candidates were sens o
Brazil in the halfl cembury covered ia this study. In 1940
8 ministerial candidabe who had been bora in 2razil, bub
had grown up in the United Ststes, V. C. Lehenbauer, was
sent %o Brazil. A similar case was that of E., Reimnitz
who finished his theological trainlag ia Porte Alsgre in
1942.1'}O de was the last man sent from the Unlted States in
the periced.

From 1938 to 1945 four men were sent from the United
States to Brazll, whereas during the prececding seven years

i
seventeen men had been sent.‘l

The Brazilian District Placed on the Ssme Basis wibth the
Subsidized Districts in the United States

In spite of the fact that conditions in Brazil were
completely different from those in the United States, the
synodical convention of 1941 passed the resolution to place
the Brazilian and Argentine Districts on the same basis
with the subsidized districts in the United States. This
wag done to enable the Soubth American districts to be recog- ‘
nized as local churches and organizations. The South American
districts were granted a greater degree of seli-government
and authority. The supervision, direction, and developnent

of the missions in South ifmerica were transferred to the

#01pid., p. 157. Ho. Symod, Proceedings, 1941, p. 215.

*lluther-Ealender, 1951, pp. 155-156.
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Mission 3osrds in Brazil and Argentiau. Hlevertheless,
the Migsion Boerd for Southk imerica still continued to

(]
function as befora.q“

Visitation

The synodical convention of 1941 also decided 4o send
a8 Synodical officer to South America to study the situation,
This visitation was carried out by the ixecutive becrstary
of Missions, Dr. F. C. Streufert, in 1942.%

District Conventions and Relations Between the
Mission Boards

In the period 1937~1945 Digtrict Conventions were held
oaly in 1940, in 1943, and in 1945, In other years they
had to be coancelled hecause of unsafe conditions.44

Relstions between the Mission Board for South America
in the United Stetes and the Brazilian District Mission
Board were somevhat disbturbed by the podr postal service

and censorship of the time.

42%0. Synod, Proceedings, 1941, pp. 218=221.

#3Ho. Synod, Proceedings, 1944, p. 148. His analysis
of the situation in the days of persecution in Brazil,
cf. note 20, was the fullest that the author found., Brazilian
pastors did not dare write aboul it because of msil censor-
ghip.

“ruthep-Kelender, 1951, p. 162.
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War clouds, war measures, war hysteria, censorship,
deloyed and lost mail, « . . cast their shadows
upon, and handicapped the work of Synod's Bosrd for
Missions for South America.4d
Nevertheless, both mission boards worked together as
smoothly ss conditions permitted, cooperation and under—

gtanding betwosen them were excellent.
Seminario Concordia

With the national attitude of suspicion towards foreign-
ers, with the prohibition of Uhe use of the German language,
with the practical impossibility of the entrance of foreign
pestors into the country, the vital role of the Seminario
Concordia for the church work in Brazil bscame even more
evident than beforse.

#hen the new lawes of nationalizatior in the realm of
education were promulgated in 1938 there seemed to be the
danger that the Seminary would have to close. It did not
fit into the classificetion of schools made by the goverun-
ment because of its theological character. A state pro-
fessor,; Dr. J. C. de Lemos, was furniszhed by the zovernment
to see to it that The nationalization program was carried
out in the Seminary. After some years of anxiety an agree-
ment was reached with the govermment, a convenio, by which

the danger of closing passed.

45&0. Synod, Proceedings, 1944, p. 171,
4GMO. Synod, Proceedings, 1941, p. 90.

N ——
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With the abrupt change of language the problem of
textbooks arose. The only Portuguese theological literature
useful for a Lutheran Seminary that was available were the
Bible, Bible History, Luther's Small Catechism, and the
hymnal., All theological courses had to be taught without
the aid of textbooks. For a while the instruction suffered
because of it.47

After two years of furlough, the president of the
Seminary, Dr. J. Jahn took over again the presidency in
1939, but because only native Brazilians could occupy such
a position, the Rev. C. H. Warth was nominated president
pro-tempore. Dr. J. Jahn returned to the United States for
the last time in October 1959.48

The Rev. 0. A. Goerl was elected president of the
Seminario by the Mission Board for South imerica on 28 Novem-
ber 1939, the first born Brazilian to be elected for that
position. He was at the same time the first Brazilian
elected professor of the Seminary.49 He was installed on
10 March 1940, Prof. F. Carchia was granted a furlough on

account of illness in the second semester of 1940. The

47“Minutes of the Mission Board for South America"
(12 December 1939), III, 85, in CHI.

#81pia, (11 April 1939), III, 51. P. S[chelpl,
Kirchenblatt, XxXIV (15 October 1939), 156.

49“I'I:Lnutes of the Mission Board for South America”
(28 November 1939), III, 82. H, Helmer, "Seminario
Concordia,” Kirchemblatt, XXXV (15 April 1940), é2.
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Rev. 0. Schueler became assistant professor to supply his
vacancy.50 He remained after the return of Prof. F.
Carchia and was elected professor in 1943, In 1944 Carchia
retired.sl

Already in 1938 conditions were crowded at the Seminary
in dormitory, classroom, and dining hall facilities., The
synodical conventlion that met in that year granted the
permission to build and referred the entire matter to the
Board of Directors because of the unsafe conditions in
Brazil.52 The synodiczl convention of 1941 granted it
again and voted the necessary fun.ds.53 Finally in 1942 the
second wing of the main dormitory and classroom building
was erected as was also the chapel. The chapel was dedicated
on 29 November 1942, the new section of the main building
shortly the:rea:ﬁ‘te:r.'.5’+

New classeg of students were accepted every two years.
In 1939 the enrollment was fifty-six of whom five graduated
and entered the ministry, two of them in Argentina. The

enrollment was seventy-four at the end of 1940, &ix of

OMo. Synod, Proceedings, 1941, p. 90.

510. F. Lehenbauer, Der Lutheraner, IC (30 November
1943), 374. Mo. Synod, ProceedingZs, 1944, p. 105.

24o. Synod, Proceedings, 1938, p. 92.

53Mo. Synod, Proceedings, 1941, p. 4.

4. 7. Lehenbauer, "Gottes Walten in Brasilien,"
Der Lutheraner, IC (;2 Febuary 1943), 6.
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those graduated into the ministry. In 1942 seven minis-
terial candidates graduated, five in 1943, and three in
1944, 22
Until 1941 the Seminary in Porto Alegre served zll
of South America. In 1942 the Seminary in Buenos iires was
opened and the ome in Porto Alegre from then on prepared

pastors and teachers only for Brazil.56
Numerical Increase

Considering the difficulties and tribulations that
pastors and congregations lived through during the period
1937-1945 the numerical increase in membership is surprising.

In 1937 the number of parish pastors working in Brazil
was sixty-seven, They were serving a total of 274 congre-
gations and preaching stations, with a total membership of
39,932 baptized, 18,124 communicant, and 5,773 voting members.
IniB9 parochial schools 4,158 children were instructed.?’

In 1945 after seven years of irregular work due to
nationalization and war ninety-five pastors were working in

Brazil, serving 440 congregations snd preaching stations,

5540. Synod, Proceedings, 1941, p. 91. Ho. Synod,
Proceedings, 1944, p. 105, Luther-Balender, 1951, pp. 157-
YER R

565, ¢. Streufert, "A Visit to Our Churches in the
Argentine," Lutheran Witness, LXI (7 July 1942), 244,

575tatistical Yearbook, 1937, p. 146.
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with a total of 49,961 baptized, 28,012 communicant, and
8,768 voting members. Though mery parochial schools hed
been closed, the number of parochial schcol pupils was
4,106, almost the same zs that of 1957.58

With the prohibition of the use of the German language
and the exclusive use of Portuguese in church, school, and
home for five years, a painful but important step was taken |
by the Igreja Tvangelica Iuterana do Brazil towards becoming ,

an indigenous church.

58 at;stical Yearbook of the Evangelical Lutheran
Synod of Hissouri, Ohio, and “Other States for the lear
§ S (8%, Louis: éoncordia Publishing HBouse, . l§E€), P. 140,

o




CHAPTER IX
POSYT WAR DEVELOPMENTS: 1945-1950
Situation in 1945

Besides the consequences of the war, the fact that
several pastors had passed through afflictions and dangers,
that some had lost their libraries, that sseveral had been
in prison or had bheen forbidden to preach for a long time,
and that two pastors remained in prison, several misfor-
tunes overtook the Brazilian District ministry esrly in
1945, The house of a pastor burned down with 3ll his be-~
longings. One of the leaders of the district, who had
served twenty~nine years as pastor and tweaty years in
the Brazilisn Mission Board, developed leprosy and was
interned in a leper colony. While the district convention
was meeting iﬁ 1945 a telegram arrived, saying that Rev.

A. H. Becker's wife had been bitten by a snake and had died
before her husband, who was attending the convention, had
arrived home. One of the Seminary professors who had
worked for thirty-eight years in Brazil developed skin
cancer. Another pastor had a physical breakdown znd nad to
resign. One of the first graduates of the Seminary of

Porto Alegre died., Two other pastors resigned.l

lF. C. Streufert, "Truebsale und Leiden," Der Lutheraner,

CI (7 August 1945), 245,
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Dr, ¥, C. Streufert, who vigited the Brazilian District
in 1945, after returning to the United States reported:
Never before did I hear of so many trials, of so
many afflictions and hardships, persecutions, that had
come upon a group of Christians, crowded into such a
comparatively short time, as during my stay in Brazil.

It wag not that anyone had taken time out to compile
the roster of misfortunes. « « «

Restoration of Democracy in Brazil

The end of the war, the restoration of democracy in
Brazil, and the consequent extinction of the ban upon the
German language lifted the spirits of pastors and laymen.
Lay members had suffered even more than pastors in the per-
secutions during the war. Some of them even died in prison.

ihe new Brazilian Constitution, promulgated in 1946
reiterated the basic principles of total religious freedom
that had marked the previous republican constitutions:

Chapter II

Individual Rights and Guarantees.

Artcicle 141.

The Constitution assures Brazilians and foreigners

residing in the country the inviolability of the rights

respecting life, liberty, individual security, and
property in the following terms:

Bl, All are equal before the law,

a ° L ® L] L L ] L Ll L] L] L} ] L ] L L] L] L] ] L] . L] L] L] e L}

87. ™The liberty of consclence and creed is inviolable,
and the free exercise of religlous sects assured, as
long as they shall not be confrary to public order or

2F. C. Streufert, "Lutheranism in Brazil," Iutheran

Witnegs, LXIV (17 July 1945), 231.
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good morals. Religlous associations shall acquire
Juridic personality in the form of the civil law.

88. No one shall be deprived of any of his rights by
reason of religiovsy philosophic, or political con-
viction, unless he shall invoke it to exempt himself
from any obligation or duty required by the lasw of
Braziliesns in general, or shall refuse those which
the ssme law may establish es substitutes for those
duties in order to meet a conscientious excuse.

Ca 2 Decewber 1946 the Rev, G. J. Beck and on 6 Decem-
ber 1946 the Rev. A. Heine were freed, after they had suf-
fered four years of imprisonment even though they were
innocent. Heine returned to serve his congregation, St.
<aul in Porto Alegre, and Beck accepted a call to Entre
4

1juis in the norbthwest of Rio Grande do Sul.

The Kircheablatt returned to circulation on 1 January

1947 after more bthan five years of smppression. After a
short time it had agein more subscribers than any other
Brazilian District periodical, due to its able editorial
staff.5

The period 1945-1950 may be summarized as being a
return to normal conditions of undisturbed external and

spiritusl growth, after serious perturbations and adversities.

5Amos J. Peaslee, Constitutions of Nations (2nd ed.;
The Hague: M. Nijoff, 1956), 1, 254=-235.

g Slchelpl, "Pastoren Heine und Beck," Evangelisch-
Intherisches Kirchenblatt, XXXVII (1 January 1§E7§, 5%

Hereafter cited as Klrchenh;att.

5p. Slchelpl, "Keine Heckensast," ibid., XXXVII (1.
January 1947), 1. P. Slchelpl, "Kurze Nachrichten," ibid.,
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Politicelly the government of President Burico Lutra was
one of the most uneventful snd nermal periods in Brazilisn

history,
Major Developments

rBeveral major new developments took place in the

Braziliap District in the period 1945-.1950.
Crphanage

Already in the 1920s the necessity of an orphanage was
felt. The district convention of 1924 eledted a committee
to ztudy the possibility of founding an orphanage.e Hothing
positive resulted. |

in 1932 the Reve. 4. Gedrat received in his home &
child whose parents had separated and abandoned it.7 In
1938 already fifteen children had found shelter at Gedrat's
home¢ in Moreira. The number of children increased; however,
the help that Gedrat had received from relatives in Germany
stopped with the beginning of the war, 3¢ he applied for

assistaace to other pastors and the lission Board in Porto

6Vierzehnter Synodalbericht des Brasilisnischen Distrikts
Der Ev. Lutherischsn oynode von liasouri, Ohio, und andern
Staaten. Versemmelt zu Lrechim, Hio Grande do Sul, vom. I.
bis zum %. g%i 1924 (Porto Alegre: Casa rublicadora Con-
924), p. 71

cordia, .

7F. C. Streufert, "Das Waisenhsus in Moreira," Der
Lutherasner, CIII (27 May 1947), 180-181.
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Alegre in 1%40. GSeveral pastors sné congregutlons became

interested in the work and started to support it.B

The
district convention of 1943 made the orphan problem a
District matter. A Socisty of Urphans' Friends was founded
that year to provide the funds for the care of the orphans
and abandoened children within the Bragzilion District and

U0 call the abbention of all Lutheran congregations in

o

rezil %o this work of charity. In 1S44 forty hectarss
{1 hectare=2.471 aserses] of land were bought. In 1945 the

first proviscry orphanage was built., It wag dedicated on

L&)

S Lugust 1945, The thirsy children who until then had lived
at the parsonsge moved to The new building.
Tn December 1946 the Society of Orxphans' Friends

beceme the issociagfo EZvangelica Lubterana de Beneficencia,

with juridical stature. Tbe orphanage was rebuilt in 1948

on newly acquired land ané additions wade, permitted it %o

lodge one bhundred children together with the Rev. A. Gedrat
and hig fapily in 1950, liost of the food needed was grown

on orphanage property. Contributions from the different

congregations in Brazil supported tne ventnre.g

81b1d., p. 181.

96. H. Warth, "Igreja Gvangelica Luterana,” Enciclo-
edia Rio Grandense, edited by Klaus Becker (Canoas, R. G.
é., Brazil: mditora Reglonal Ldta, co., 1957), IV, 263-264.
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Parochial Schools

After the war, parochial schools flourished again.
The number of pupils taught in them, from 4,106 in 1945
increased to 5,990 in 1950 when the total number of schools
was 128.lO To raise the scholastic standards of the

schools, a District Counselor of Schools was appointed.ll
Ginasio Concordia

During this periody for the first time, the Brazilian
District had a high-school, besides the prep-school of the
Seminary.

When the Rev. P. Avers and Dr. W. Kunstmann reestab-
lished altar and communion fellowship with the Missouri
Synod together with their congregations on the occasion:
of the district convention of 1945, Christ's Church high
school, founded the year before, became the first Missouri

Synod Lutheran high school officially recognized by the

lostatlstical Yearbook of the Evangelical Lutheran
Synod of Hissouri, Ohio, and Other States for the Year
L (8%. Louis: aoncordia Publishing House, 1946), p. 140,
ereafter cited as Statistical Yearbook, 1945. Statistical
Yearbook of The Lutheran EEurch--ﬂissouri for the
Year 1950 (St. Louis: Goncordia Publishing Iouse,
51, Hereafter cited as Statistical Yearbook, 1950.

11
Proceedings of the Forty-~-First Regular Convention
of ®he Lutheran éhurch::ﬂissouri Synod Assembled at
ﬁIlwaukee, Wisconsin as the Twenty-oixt Delegate Synod
0, 1950 (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House,

193 ), Pe 451. Hereafter cited as Mo. Synod, Proceedings,
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government. From 1945 to 1950 the total enrollment in
its various departments, elementary school, business
school, and high school, varied between six and eight
hundred pupils. Dr. W. Kunstmenn was the principal. The
district convention of 1948 decided to have the District
prarticipate actively in the administration of the Ginasio
Concordia, Plans were made to build a dormitory to enable
pupils from out of town to study in a Lutheran high school.

The first resident pupils were to be accepted in 1950.12
Seminario Concordia

The Seminary in Porto Alegre was as important as ever
for the missionary work from 1945 to 1950. Several changes
made during the period improved the efficiency of the Sem-
inary, buildings were added, the curriculum was lengthened,
the faculty became more numerous.

Dr. José lemos, who had been placed at the Seminary
during the time of nstionalization resigned in December 1945
and died in 1946. He had been an efficient Portuguese
instructor.l3

12F. C. Streufert, "Lutheranism in Brazil," Lutheran
Witness, LXIV (31 July 1945), 347. Verner K. Wadewitz,
"Convention of the Brazil Distriet," ibid., LXVII (23 March
1948), 95. Elmer Reimnitz, "Golden Jubilee of the Brazilian
District," ibid., LXIX (4 April 1950), 109.

13 - ! ]
Proceedings of the Fortieth Reﬁglar Convention of
the Ev. Lutheran Synod of IMissouri, Ohio, and Other States

Kssembled at Chicago, Lllinois, as the Twenty-Fifth Delegate
Synod July 20-29, 49 (St. DLouis: Ooncordis Publishing gouse,
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In 1945 the coanstruction of the second large building,
the one that was to have classrooms, dormitories, library,
and laboratory, was begun. Also in 1946 a graduate of
the Seminary, the Rev. L. Krey, after the usuzl entrance
eXamninations, received admittance to the State University,
on account of his Seminary credits,; without having to go
through the three years of colegio. After Krey, other
Seminary graduates and students made use of the same advan-
tage to toks up additional studies.>?

Until 1946 new classes of students were accepted every
two years. From 1947 on, new students were accepted every
Yyear. This made the number of students increase consider-
ably in the following years. Thirty-one new students were
admitted in 1947; thirty-six in 1948; twenty-nine in 1949;
twenty=-six in 1950. In 1947 the total number of students
was eighty-two, in 1950 one hundred sixteen.”

The Rev. W. K. Wadewitz was elected professor in 1947
who after a year's furlough started to teach in 1948.16

Near the end of 1948 the newly elected professor of theology,

1947), p. 135, Hereafter cited as Mo. Synod, Proceedings,
1947.

142. Schelp, "Péssing a Milestone in Porto Alegre,"
Lutheran uitness, LXV (18 June 1946), 212-213.

‘ 5Mo. Synod, Proceedings, 1947, p. 143. Mo. Synod,
Proceedings, 1950, p. 132.

165 o, Nfuellerl, "Brasilien," Der Lutheramer, GIII
(24 June 1947), 210.
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Prof. M., Strassen, arrived with his family to start teach~
ing in 1949, Also in 1949 former instructor G. Thome was
elected professor. Theological students and candidates
helped out as instructors as the number of classes increased.17
In 1950 the faculty was: L. O. Rehfeldt, D. D., ‘
professor since 1918; Dean P. W. Schelp, D. D., professor
since 1920; Dr. K. A. Rupp, since 1925; President 0. A,
Goerl, since 1940; Dr. O. Schueler, since 1942; G. Thonme,
since 1946; We K. Wadewitz, since 1948; M. W. Strassen,
since 1943; Instnuctors: A. GSchueler and I, C. Warthj
Athletic Director; part time; He Fruestoeckl; lirs. W. K,
WVadewitz, m.usj.c.l8
The request to increase the curriculum by one year,
in order to have four years of high school, three years of
college, three years of theology, and one year-of vicarage
between the second and third year of theology, was granted,
but the third year of college had not yel been added in
1950.%2 '
The new c¢lassroom, dormitory, laborato:y,'and library

building was dedicated in 1948.20 The construction of a

1%40. Synod, Proceedings, 1950, p. 132.

181114,

19%o. Synod, Proceedings, 1947, p. 136. Ma. Synod,
Proceedings, 1950, pp. 132-133.

201pid., p. 133,
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duplex house was concluded in 1949, to serve as residence
for two professors' families.t

Sixteen ministerial candidates graduated during the
period, L. Krebs, W. J. Kreba, J. Raschke, R. 4. Warth,
and G. Scholze in 1947; G. G. Beck, E. W. Bergmann, Y.
Becker, M. Doege, 4. Fitz, N. Neumsann, Arz. Schueler, F.
Seide, M. C, Warth, B. Welzel, and G. R, Yentzel graduated
in December 1949.22

Expansion and Plans

A new and promising‘mission field was opened in the
late 1940s, the North of Parana, the new coffee area where
many farmers, also from Rio Grande do Sul were then settling.
Amon them were Lutherans. In 1947 vicar M. C. Warth served
the area of llandeguari. In 1943 his brother, the Rev. R.
Warth, began to serve the eight congregations and preaching
stations of the parish of Iandaguarl.23 After 1950 seversl
other parishes were organized in The area.

In 1950 the Rev. ils L., Hasse moved to Curitiba, capital

21‘Ih. Reuter, "Konkordia Seminar," Kirchenblatt, ZXXXIX
(1 april 1949), 55.

22
Luther—#alender fuer Suedameriks suf das Jahr 1951,
edited by A. Lehenbauer and P, Schelp:(Porto Alegre: Casa
Publicadora Concordia, 1951), pp. 158=159. Hereafter cited
as Luther-Kalender, 1951.

253. 4, Varth, "Bilder aus der IMission Norte do Parana,"”
Kirchenblatt, XXEVIII (1 and 15 October 1948), 152-153.
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of Parana and organized a congregation there.24

In the same year the Rev. L, Bohn, a pastor who be-
longed to no synod, asked to join the lMissouri Lynod Lecause
he was getting along in years and wented a ILutheran pastor
o help him with the pastorel cere of his huge parisgh of
Candelaria, the bapiized membership ¢f which numbered more
than 5,000 souls. ©C. Mundel accepted the call as zssociate
pastor of Candelaria early in 1950.25

The externsl growth in this period was characterigzed
much more by the acceptance of whole congregations of
Lutherans, or at least, nominally already Imtherans, into
The District than by conversion of single individuals. The
Total number of adults bapitized or confirmed by pastors of
the Brazilian District was 202 in 1950,2°

In 1950 the plans %o send the first missionaries %o
the northeast of Brazil, to Salvador snd Recife, were
completed. In 1951 the first lMissouri Syaod missionaries
started to work in Bahia and Permambuco. Bahla is tvhe state

where the Rev. H. C. Schwan had been ninety years berore.27

2% uther-Kalender, 1951, p. 157,
25‘5 11} [} " - T
M. L. Hasse Pela Seara," Mensageiro ILuterano
XXXITT (Mareh 1950), 19. . SioheIpT. Rischeblett. ¥u (15
March 1950), 44—45,

 26g4a4istical Yearbook, 1950, pp. 167-169.

27 s 2

Statistical Yearbook of ®he ILmtheran Church--Missouri

Synod for the year i St. Loulis: Goncordie rublishing
ouse, i§5§5' PPe 168-169.
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Motorization

From 1945 to 1948 eight KNorth imericen pastors re-
turned to the United States and none went from the United
States to Bragil. The men who left were: L. Vinkler and
We. Otten in 1945; H, Klenke, M. Hoimarn, . Kruse, Th,
Schmidt in 1946; M. Helmer in 1947; and W. Streicher in
l948.28 In some cases, to supply pastoral care for the
pParishes that they had left vacant, parishes had to be
consolidated., Tifteen vacsncies eoxisted in 1948. That
then a pastor had to serve eight or more coagrzgetions
and preaching stations was rather the rule bthan the excep-
tion.29 Up o thet time pastors had to travel from station
to station slmost exclusively on horseback. To improve
the efficiency snd Go spare the health of The pastor
motorcyeles: and jeeps were provided by the IMission Board
through a Motorization Fund. This fund helped the pastors
who needed faster transportation most critically. In 1948
the first four motorcycles were bought.BO By 1950 ten

pastors had jeeps or cars and fourteen had the use of

281 uphor-Kalender, 1951, pp. 155-156.

295tatistical Yearbook, 1950, pp. 167-189. F. C.
Streufert, "Missions in South America," Lutheran Witness,
LXVII (2 Noveuber 1948), 355. B A

3Ougonvention of the Brazil District," ibid,, LXVII
(9 March 1248), 76.
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motorcycles. But fifty-eight parish pastors did not yet

have the use of motorized transportation.31
The Lutheran Hour

From its beglaning in 1937 until 1947 the Imtheran
Hour in the Portuguese langusge wse brosdcsst from Porto
Alegre and from Rio de Jameiro. With the finencial support
of the Lutherun lLaymen's League of the United States it
started to be broadcast from ten differsnt stations. The-
Lutheran Hour was_broadcast from Recifs-~Pesrnzmbuce, Rio
de Janeirc, Juiz de Fora~-lMinss Gerais, Curitiba-~Parans,
Joinvile~~-Santa Catarina, Salvador--Bahia, Porto Alegre,
Passo Fundo, and Pelotas in Rio Grande du Sul., In 1943
fifteen different stations resching most of Bragzil wer§

breadcasting the Lutheran Hour.32

Youth Work

After the war youbth work wes agsin carried out with
new vigor. Regional youth conventions had been held regu~-
larly from the mid=-1920s until the War. During the War
little more than local work could be done. It was in 1950

that thirty-four delegetes from young people's associations

51n. Roimnitz, ibid., DXTX (4 April 1950), 109.

>2nHora Luterana," Mensageiro Luterano, XXX (May 1947),
40, "“Hora Iubterana," ibid., Xid (dune 1 4'3, 43
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of different states held a two day convention im rorto
Alegre. They organized the Juventude Luterans do Brasil,
& nationwide Imtheran youth assoclation. Alfons Zrick was
elected president, Ilse Ivers, secretary, anc Elizabeth
Petzhold, tressurer. 4s to specific btasks of the zssocia-
tion, the members vledged themselves to support the cause
of needy students at vhe Sewinaiy, ond of the Ginasic
Concordia, then the only lmthersn high school in Brazil,>)
At the time eighty-two congregations of the Brazillan
District had @ young people's associstlon. The. total member-

ship in those sssociations was 2,317,
Portuguese Religlous Literature

Also during the period 1945-1950C the Fortuguese

official church periodical, the Mensageiro lmieranc, appeared

monthly, The theological journal Igreja Lulerana was pub-
lished regularly, the youth and the children's pericdicals

3lso came out in monthly editions. The annuzl ¢ Lar Cristédc,

that had been published for the first btiwe in 1938, came
out every year. Important new productions of the period

were the Portuguese Sunday School leaflebts translated from

25M. L, Hasse, ibid., XXXIII (l;isgct} 1950), 20.
"Brazilian Wzlther League Ressurrected,” Luthersn Witness,
LXIX (13 June 1950), 189, George llueller, "Unsere Jugend
in Bresilien haelt Versammlung," Der Lutheraner, CVI (20
June 1950), 198,

g, Reuter, "Unsere Jugendvereine," Kirchenblait,
XXXVII (1 June 1947), 8l.
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the English by the Rev. Messrs., Paulo and Martinho Hasse,
and the transiation of Dr. J. T Muellex's abridgment of
Dr. ¥. Pieper's Christian Dogmatics in%to Portuguese by

M, L, Hasse, whichy; however, was not yet ready in 1950.35
General Aspects of the Work

iihen the German language could be used again, part

of the work was again done in German. Portugues

®

L)
o
o
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-

continued to be used in the majority of the services.
Eight years of suppression of German had the effect that;
the younger generatlon forgot most of th .
knew and used Porbtuguese exclusively. Portuguese was used

exclusively in sixteen parishes; Germzn weos used exclusively

in only one parish; in the other seveniy-ons parishes both
langusges were used in 1950.36
After the war, to replace the theqlogical libraries of
those pastors who had had theirs burned by frenzied mobs
during the War, nission friends in the United States sent
nearly a ton of used theological books to Erazil.§7
Another aspect of the church work in the period is the

improvement in the houses of worship. Several congregations.

)

55Mq, Synod, Proceedings, 1950, DD« 433-434.

365 tatistical Taarbook, 1950, pp. 167-169. F. C.
Streufers, 'The Church lloves Forward in Latin America,"
Iutheran Witness, LIVII (20 April 1948), 130.

57, Synod, Zxoceedings, 1947, p. 374.
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built churches or chapels with their own means in the five
years after the War.58

The question of self-support again became crucial
during the period. Because of the critical conditions pre-
vailing during the war, some parishes that had attained
self-support before, had to ask for some support from the
llission Board again, By the end of 1945 only three parishes
were self-supporting. In 1946 seven more reached financial
independence. Until 1950 several other parishes had taken
the necessary steps to attain self-fsupport.39

Excepting sporadic adverse statements by Roman Catholic
clergymen and isolated cases of disturbsnces caused by
unchurched elements, no noticeable opposition asgainst the
Missouri Synod missionary work was felt in the period.40

The main hindrance to a better extensive and intensive
missionary work continued to be the insufficient number of
pastors. No replacements came for the North American pastors
who left. New mission fields could have been opened if

the man power had been available. Calls came from several

areas, In 1950 the lack of pastors was as critical as it

38p, S[chelpl, "Kurze Nachrichten," Kirchenblatt,
XXXVII (15 March and 1 April 1947), 37.

59K Fielder, "Aus Brasilien," Der Lutheraner, CII
(19 March 1946), 84. F. C. Streufert, ibid., CIL | la
October 1946), 349.

#0p, slchelpl, "EKurze Xachrichten," Kirchenblatt,
XXXVIII (1 August 1948), 117. R. Hasse, "Joaseiro,
Mensageiro Luterano, XXX (May 1947), 37.
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had ever been before. In December 1949 there were eight
ministecial candidates for forty-one calls,tt

The role played by the missionaries' wives, not only\.
in the period 1945-1950, but throuéhout the first fifty
Years of the Missouri Synod in Brazil deserves to be
mentioned. In many cases the succeés, failure, or resigna-
tion of a missionary depended upon the efforts and sacrifices
of their wives. As a rule they had to live under very
primitive conditions, in lonesomeness and danger when their
husbands were away on long trips to the different preaching
stations, . It is the author's belief that they deserve the
title given them by Dr. F. C. Streufert, "the unsung hero-

ines" of the Brazilian mission. o

Numerical Increase

In 1945 ninety-five lMissouri Synod pastors were working
in Brazil. They were serving 440 congregations and preach-
ing stations. The total membership then was 49,961 baptized
and 28,012 communicant mem)er.t-:.‘"5 In 1950 eighty-eight

Missouri Synod pastors were serving 539 congregations and

41Hana Rottmann, "Fuenfzig Jahre treulutherische Kirche
in Brasilien," Der Lutheraner, CVI (9 May 1950), 153, M.
L, Hasse, "Pela Seara," Nensageiro Luterang, XXXIII (March
1950), 20. _

42 -
F. C. Streufert, My Trip to South America ([St.
Louis: Concordia Publishing House, ca. 194871), p. 12.

435tatistical Yearbook, 1945, p. 140.
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preaching stations in Brazil with a total of 65,280 baptized

ad

and 36,832 communicant members. The increase of 15,000

in five years accounted for the fastest rete of increase
in membership in the first half ceatury of the history of

the Sinodo Ivangelico Luterano do Brazil.45

Jubilee

The Golden Jubilee District Convention was held at
the Seminario Concordia in Porto .dlegre from 22 to 29 Janu-
ary 1950. The North American representative of the presi-
dent of the Missouri Synod, H. A, Mayer, preached the sermon
‘at the opening service. ©Seventy-six pastors, twenty-six
synodical teachers, and forty-eight lay delegates btook part
in the deliberations. ‘ '

The convention was brought to an end with the Jubiles
service at the Teatro S80 Pedro where over a thousand
Lutherans gathered to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of
the Missouri Synod's missionary work in Brazil, in the morn-

ing of 29 January 1950. District President R. Hasse preached

44J. T. Mueller, "Die Lutherische Kirche Brasiliens,"
Der Lutheraner, GVII (11 September 1951), 301.

45Ibid., The official name of the Brazilian District
of the Missouri Synod was changed from Sinodo Evangelico
Luterano do Brasil to Igrejs Evangelical Luterana EQ Brasil
in 1951. ~Ibid. i
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the jubilee sermon based on Psalm 126:2,3.46

Situation in 1950 and Prospects

In 1950 the Brazilian District was the largest District
of the Missouri Synod outside the United States. It was
facing tremendous missionmary opportunities and was hampered
by the lgek of missionaries. It was in the process of
beconming an indigenous church, but the day when it would
be completely self-governizig and self-supporting was not
yet near. However, the necessary elements Ior it were
already present, a Bragilian ministry and Brazilian leader-

ship.

46, 1. Hasse, lMensageiro Luterano, XXXIII éMarnh
%220{5319-20. H, Eottmapn, Der Lutheraner, CVI (9 May 1950),



CHAPTER X
CONCLUSION

The lMissouri Synod began missionary work in Brazil
in 1900. The motive for this step was a feeling of respon-
8ibility towards fellow Lutherans in distress. The Rev. C,
Broders, the first Missouri Synod missionary that went to
Brazil, started his work in the state of Rio Grande do Sul
because & direct call for help had come from a pastor of
that state to the Missouri Synod.

The missionary work of the Missouri Synod was carried
out among Lutherans of Gexrman origin who called the Missouri
Synod pastors or who had no pastors to serve them. The
missionary work did not have the character of missions among
heathens, but among Lutherans and people who called them-
selves Lutherans but who, after years of very deficient,
if any at all, pastoral care, were Iutherans in name only.
The opposition that the Missouri Synod pastors had to face
in the first years, caused by a united synod, subsided with
the tinme.

The objective to form an indigenous church, selfi-govern-
ing, self-propagating,and self-supporting was in the minds
of the first missionaries, especially in the mind of the
Rev. W. lMahler, the first resident mission director. To

achieve this objective a Seminary was founded in 1903, even

iewwE
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though the circumstances for such e step were not favorable
at the time. The Seminary became a vital factor in the
growth of the Igreja Hvangelices Luterana do Brasil. Twenty
years after its foundation already more than helf of the
pastors of the Brazilisn District of the Missourli Synod
were graduates of that school.

Very early the Brazilian mission field became a District
of the Missouri Synod, though the Board for Home Missions
of the lissouri Synod continued to govern it.

A period of trials and forced language change cane
during the First World War but it was too short to have
lasting effects. Before 1917 almost all the church work
was carried out ia German, For & while in 1917 and 1918
part of 1% had to be dome in Porbtuguese., But after early
1918 most of the work was done in German again,

from 1918 to 1929 an attempt was mede to conduct mis-
sionary work exclusively among Luso-Brazillans in ome area
of Rio Grande do Sul, but the attempt failed. No second
atbtenpt was made in the first half century of the Missouri
Synod 's work in Brazil.

From 1920 to 1930 the Missouri Synod's missionary work
in Brazil oxperienced gréat geographic expansion. Follow-
ing direct calls for pastors, missionary work was begun in
the states Ssnta Catarina, Parana, and Espirito Santo in
the 1920s. In 1930 missionary work was begun in the two

great metropolises of Brazil, Rio de Janeiro and S8o0 Paulo.
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In the early 1920s a significant change occurred in
the character of the ministry of the Brazilian District.
Until then the majority of its pastors had been North
Americans who generally stayed for too short a time in
Brazil Yo work effectively. From 1922 oa, there were more
graduates of the Seminario Concordia of Porto Alegre worke—
ing in Brazil than North Amefican pastors. ‘This made the
ministry more stable and more effective, because Breszilisn
pastors normally worked for many more years in the
Brazilian District than North Americans.

In 192% & religious publishing house was founded by
members of the Bragilian District, This furnished the
necessgary literzture to aid the proclamation of the Gospel
in Brazil.

In the 19%0s the Braziliasn District experienced a
marked numerical increase even though Zrazil was under a
dictatorship.

The Igrejs Evangelica Lubterana do Brasil lived fThrough
severe triais from 1937 to 1945. It came through the
adversities stronger and nearer the objective of being an
indigenous church then it had sver been before. Ths forced
change in language from German to Portuguese had lasting
offects. Even after the ban on the German language had
been lifted, most of the missiomary and church work con-
tinued to be done in Portuguese, the language of the country.
During the period of trials the leadership of the district
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Passed from the handg of leaders trsined in North Americsa
Yo Brszilisns. In 1940 a Brazilian wss slected president
of the Seminszrio Concordis. In 1942 g Brazilian bescane
president of the district.

after half a century of existence the Igrejo Evangelica
Luterana do Brasil was not completely self-governiag, self-
Propagating, and self--supporting, that is, a totally
indigencus church, but it wss mazching in that direction
with firm steps. It continued Lo receive financial aid and
counsel from the mother church in the United States. FPart
of the church work was yet being done in German, although
most of it wzs already carried out in FPortuguese., Ths
pastoral work wag still short of the idesl. Psrishes were
too large. Pariéh education in stewardsghip and svaangelism
was still weak beczuse pastors were overworkad. The short-
age of pastors was greater than ever, Missionary oppor-
tunities were also greater than ever beforz zné the Igrela
Evangelica Lutersna do Brasil wes willing to face them. In
that direction, the first two Missourl Synod pasiors were
sent to the northeest cf Brazil one year after the half-
cenbury coversd in this study, in 1951.

The bulk of the members was of Ggrmen origir in 1950
but in towns and clties also people of other national
backgrounds were being received into the church in ever
increasing numbers.

In the yesr when this study was written, 1962, the
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district convention of the Igreje Dvangelica Tutersna do
Brazil asked the synodical convention of ths Missouri Synod
to grant the Brazilian District the status of sister chuvrch

for 1965.
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