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Time has proven these words to be most certainly true.
In the mighty, yet merciful hand of God even this terrible
tragedy has worked together for good in the story of His
church. It was mentioned before that the work during the
planting period had been extensive rather than intensive.
The missionaries were kept so busy following, gathering, and
organizing the immigrants that they found little or no time
for thorough congregational indoctrination, thus properly
preparing them for church membership in this new land. The
greatest majority had grown up in the European State Church,
Consequently they had no conception of the condition in
which the Canadian church had to operate. HNow that the im-
migration had ceased, the prairie parsons could begin to
deepen their religious knowledge and train them for proper
participation both in increasing their own congregation and
also contributing towards further development in other places.

Actually a more intensive exploration of every parish
proved that some Lutherans had been overlooked. In the
steady stream of immigrants it was absolutely impossible for
a single pastor in a given territory to find every Lutheran
settler. If these for some reason did not ﬁake their presence
known to the missionary, they would ﬁemporarily remain un-
noticed. Furthermore, as soon as the church began to concen-
trate its efforts in a given locality the non-Lutheran element
in the community became more familiar with the church they

had considered foreign. As a result, in some cases, in spite
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of open opposition, total strangers became interested and
eventually joined the church. Therefore, while growth was not
nearly as phenomenal, the church as a whole could show an in-
crease. But ahove all, the individual congregational chords
were strerngthened, the mis-ionary horizon extended beyond its
own boundaries, and in becoming consolidated the church could
control the far-flung parishes and its moving membership more
effectively.

This decade also produced a decided development in the
church's educational interest. Now that their homes had been
built and their homesteads established, the settlers saw the
need for spiritual and secular advancement. The church re-
comized the faet that unless they begen to provide institutions
for the training of a native clergy, they would always be
faced with the problem of pérsuading foreigners to serve a '
people which they neither knew nor understocd. The people
also realized that the_depth of their doctrinal understanding
would determine the future of their church in this new land.
Consequently they considered the possibility of establishing
schools, colleges, and seminaries. The early leaders did not
underestimate the definite difficulties connected with such
a venture. Nevertheless, in-spite of them, they continued
to discuss, plan, and advertise to arouse added interest
among others. The progress was all too frequently discourag-
ingly slow, but these patient, far-sighted men of God refused
to give up. As a result the foundation for the present college

and seminary in Saskatoon, Concordia College in Edmonton, and
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Luther College in Regina were laid.

The first of these institutions to materialize was the
Saskatoon plant. Actually the beginning Zoes back to Spruce
Grove. - There in his parsonage Pastor J. Goos began to giﬁe
some young men preliminary instructions and actual pastoral
training in his congregation at Spruce Grove, Alberta. In
the fall of 1913 they rented a private residence in South
Ednonton to carry on the work so nobiy begun. When it was
officially opened Pastor Goos became its principal, Pastors
.. Harms, Theo. Hartig, Theo. Hempel, and Mr. Solheim as-
sisted as teachers.

In the meantime plans for a permanent building in Sas-
katoon were taking shape. The building program began early
in the summer of 1914. By February of 1915 the building was
completed to the extent that the president, together with the
already enrolled students, could move in. This is quickly
said. Renember, the war had come to disrupt the entire econ-
onic set-up. A drought during the eerly part of this period
not only cut the number of pledges for the plant, but also
threatened the complete payment of those that had been made.
It was not until 1919 that they could build a house for the
Director, and then only wiph the help of the Mission Board.
In 1920 the building was improved and enlarged. Eventually
they could add a modern house for co-eds. :

Dr.CKleiner pays an excellent tribute to Rev. J. Goos,
the faithful, patient principal during these trying times:



It is easy to understand that the burden became
too great for the first principal, Pastor J. Goos,
and that in the summer of 1918 he resigned his
office. In those years he was not only the
president and dezn of the institution, but he had
to solicit the funds with which the building was
to be completed. HMore than once, on a 3aturday
night, there was not enough money to pay the
workers. Cur synod should never forget under
what difficulties the first president carried

the dutiss of his office. The same heclds true

of lirs. Goos, who in those years carried the
responsibllities of a hcusemother. With much
self-denial both of them gave their strength

and abilitles to the young institution, mgge
than once in danger of closing its doors.

Ur. Rehwinkel, his personal friend, also adds, "Pastor- Goos
was a faithful, consecrated, humble servant of God. The
Lautheran caurch in the Canadian Northwest owes very much to
his unselfish service.™

Pastorfilarms succeeded Rev. Goos as president of the
institution. Under his leadership the establishment was
enlarged to include both a college and a high school depart-
ment. Up to this time only pre-theological courses had
been offered. Now a regular theological curriculum was in-
troduced. On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the
Synod, Pastor Harms summarizes:

Since the beginning of the project exactly ten years

have passed and with the tweaty-Tiftn anniversary

of our synod we can celebrate the tenth anniversary

of our college. 'e have little cause for jubil-

ation, for the ten years passed were filled with

difficulties and disappointments, but have yielded

little fruit. Lven now, when our institution ought

to enjoy the favour of our whole synod as a dar-

ling child, the fact that it has not yet conquered
and won the hearts of many lies as a shadow over it.

29. Goos, op. cit., p. 20 f.
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Nevertheless, we have cause to rejoice and give
thanks. Though the difficulties loomed large,

we have conquered them with God's help; though

we were often disappointed, we have learned our

lessons; though some, upon whom ve put our trust,

deserted and left us, others have served us so

much the more faithfully; with thanksgiving to

God we may say that we have seen fruits ripening

also. Contributions for the support of our in-

stitution, computed in 191) by Fastor Ruccius at

$620 per year, rose last year to %4,000; our number

of students in the last few years has ranged around

30, and, what fills us all with joy and thanks-

giving, the first graduates from our institut%an

are ready to enter the ministry in our field.

With many similar circumstances Concordia College in
Ldmonton also became a reality. Early'in 1913 the kManitoba-
Saskatchewan Pastoral Conference resolved to send a memorial
to the Minnesota District,. requesting aid to found a Canad-
ian college for Canadian boys. A few months later the
Pastoral Conference of southern Alberta appointed F.W.
Janzow, T.0.F. Herzer, and A.l. Rehwinkel to begin the plans
for a college in Calgary. A layman had temporarily offered
a large building until the college could be completed. The
war forced them to drop their enthusiastic scheme. Immedi-
ately after peace was declared, A.M. Rehwinkel again revived
the interest for building a Canadian college. Grieanwhile the
Saskatchewans were equally eager to have the institution
in their own province. Eventually, after much careful con-
sideration, a board of representatives chose Edmonton to be
the home of the first iiissouri Synod college in Canada and

30. Ibid., p. 22. See also Lylands, op. cit., p. 255-257,
and Goos, op. cit., p. 20-22. : !
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Reve A.H. Schwermann as its first principal.

In its early stazes Concordia College was merely the
remodeled Caledonian Temperence Hotel at 10875 - 93th Street.
The basement became the kitchen and dining room, first floor
classrooms and orlnclvul', residence, the second and third
floors became student accommodations. The tremendous task
of remodeling and converting the delapidated building into a
suitable colleze was admirably carried out under the able
leadership of Pastors Rehwinkel and r-‘oerl'nardt. The text for
Lhe opening address oa the 3lst of October, 1921 is still
the motto of the college: "The fear of the Lord is the be-
zinning of wisdom," Ps. 3:10. Thirty-five students attended
in the first academic ycar.

Reminiscing, Dr. Schwermann recently wrote:

It is doubtful whether a solution to many of the truly

perplexing problems of a new institution such

as chis would have been found if God in His sgrace

had not given us the noble services of the lev,

Alfred M. Rehwinkel. Although sufficiently oc-

cupied with work as pastor of St. Peter's Church,

he nevertheless kindly consented to serve as

assistant instructor, teaching thirteen perions

per vieek in history, science, geography, and Ger-

man. He was ever ready to advise and to help.

The monumental work performed by him in establish-’

ing our Canadian school of the prophegi shall
ever te held in grateful remerbrance.

For the saunie reasons and under similar circumstances
the American Lutheran-Church decided to establish Luther Col-
lege. It had its early beginnings in lelville, Saskatchewan

in 1913. Rev. H. Schmidt became its first president. Although

31. Year Book, Concordia College, Edmonton, p. 10.
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the institution szrved iell in Melville, the leaders were
convinced that it would serve better if it were nicre cen-
trally located. Coasequently the new huildingz was erected
in Regina, 1In 1925, as we shall sec later.

These, of course, are the three major projscits the

church undertook during this period. As we nmarvel at these

accomplishments, we dare not overlook that every individual
congrezation carried on an intensive educational progran of

ts own. The pastors were preparing the people for post-war
work, while doing their utmost to make the dream of Canadian
colleges and seminaries come true. Thelr efforts were blessed,
their acconplishnents were praiseworthy.

Unce more Rev. J.B. Lerzer eloquently evaluates the

church's work during these war-burdened vears:

S50 passed the war years, years critical indsed
for the infant church, years which threatened
t0 devastate the beautiful garden of the Lord
which was just coming into bearing. 'The {floods
truly were lilfted up, yea, the floods lifted

up their voice, the Iloods Lifted up their
waves, yet the Lod on iHigh was mightler than
the voice of many waters.' 7The youthful church
in carrying on lLer God-given task lived to learn
that. 'God was in the midst of her, she was not
moved. God helped her and that right early.t
The church however, not only weathered the
storm, but she had ridden it out safely, in-
deed, made headway in the very teeth of the
storm. She had established herseli more firmly
on the western plains and mountains, 'had
lengthened her cords and strengthened the
stakes! and in all the turmoil of the times

had made far-reaching preparations for extensicn
and expansion so that, when the Master in the
nidst of the storm and sea had spoken His al-
mighty: 'Peace, be still' and there was a great
calm, the frail bark of the church (in the
Canadian Northwest) was seen safelyBEiding the
sea to new conquests and victories.

32, Herzer, op. cit., p. 41 f.



