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spo!1dint; o longer time in purgatory,· or it he deep1eea p·,nanc·e, be will 

bo damned. 

The Greek Orthodox Church aleo eets itself up aa the authority in 

persuasion. It alone can bring to man the truth. 

· "iiol': is divine revelation spread azt;.ong men and preserved 
in the true Church? By two channel• - Holy tradition an4 

· Holy Scriptures. Wbat is ™'nnt by- the name holy tradition? 
By the name holy tradition is meant the doctrine ot the toith, 
the !..a\:' of God, the ~aera.menta, and the ri t ual as handed d.own 
by the true believera. and woi·ahipera ot God by word and eDltlple 
from one to another and from generation to generation. ~he 
Church is the sure repository ot holy tradition. I.gr. c., 16. 
l?.nl5 

7 

This s·t at eruant tells us that. the Bible in ·1 tselt' ie 1nco1n1>lete and ,.lone 

c•.umot lorld to the t r uth; the Ohuroh must eaetst. '.!.'he Coufes~1on ot Doa1• 

theus t'urtber states, nth·e Holy Scripture io divine revelation. But we 

do riot believe that the authority ot tho Co.tholic Church 1e less than the 

author-tty of t he Scripture. Since the lioly Spirit is t he .1-lutb.or or both, 

i t is t he sumo whether you hear tbe Churob o~ the Scriptura.~16 The Ortho­

dox. Confession by Peter Mogilo.s states that "the lloly Spirit is the }.uthor 

of the Holy Scriptu:re; but oleo that which the Holy ~a.there have resolved 

in orthodox and local councils is given by the Holy Spirlt.•l? Trad1,1on 

then, as resolved upon and hooded down by the Church tcathere, hes become 

the 1-'!Uthori ty or the Eastern Ohuroh. Tb1a eleo 1B a perauee1on ot pen­

alty, for according to its ,eaohtng no one oan realize tbe tull truth 

oxcept through the traditions or that church. Ignorance and perhaps 

damnation will reeult - the penalty tor not being persuadea. 

. . 
13. En,gelder, Popular Symbolics, p •. 139. 
16. ibid. 
17. "iiid. -



The Eastern Church also sets up "Nine Comniandmenta Qt the Church, 

regarded as or the s ame obligation es God's 01'11 cornma.ndments~nl8 

These include, tasting, obedience to the clergy, confession, prayer end 

. attendance at church. "The intallibility or the Church and her author­

ity t~ interpret the Bible serve to l'lflke the observance of these com­

rru:m.dJn.ents a matter of conscience to every Orthodox Christian.nl9 Again 

as in the Ro~.an Catholic Church, we have a church that sets up its own 

cotnmandnents and persuades its people to obey as if obeying Christ him­

self. The persuasion of penalty is again evident - tor all not obeying 

are disobeying Christ and endangering their so~s salvation. 

In the Anglican Church we find a concept that seems to be striving 

after a freeing concept of authority in Persuasion, but it too has been 

cumbered with a persuasion of penalt1 for accepting the advise and opin­

ions of her saints and spiritual leaders. 

Dr. Snell writes that "the lite stream in the (Anglican) church, 

20 
nhicb is the self-i ncarnating Christ, must evolve in freedom." He also 

says, 

"It is, moreover, definitely the authorit1 ot 1esus Christ 
·the~Son ot God. And the authority of Je~us Christ thus under­
stcod as that of. his Holy Spirit, speaking indeed directly to 
con~cienoe - yet assuring the wholeness of that appeal and the 
soundness of the ind!vudual . response by no fixed formulations 
of standards or dictas, but· only by His Spirit's progressive 
incarnation in social· body, is again a conception nt one tl'Ue 
to the central and essential teature ot Catholicism, and at 
the samo time supported and developen by modern thought and 

a 

18. ibid~, P• 142 
19. Iiird. Wingate Snell, •Nature ·Qf .Authorit~," Angl.ican Theological 

Review, III''1920, 1921~277 
20. ibid. P• 277 
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modern science.n21 

But certain limitations are placed upon these sentenoea. He had 

stated earlier in the article that "He (God) must have provided aome­

where ••• the Word of Authority, sufficient and final, behind whioh man 

will not, must not go.w22 That authority appeais in the form of "the 

inner corporate life," again, a persuasion of penalty. lie continues, 

"•••disqovering suthority in no outward standard or word, 
nor yet leaving the formulation of tzutb that is the pabulum 
of the soul to as many minds as there are men or as many sects 
as· there are types of minds; recognizing conscience, indeed, 
as the ultimate authority, man's sole and only absolute, but 
trusting the developing corporate mind and conscience of the 
Church, the self-incarnate Spirit or Jesus Christ, to guide 
individuals and society into all the truth; while for stan­
dards of interpretation for Bible and creed, tor the advisory 
authority of the specialist in things religious, for varying 
formulation of truth to me·et the ne·eds so deep and serious ot 
all souls in all conditions and of all times, she looks to the 
great works of the Great ones of the Church and saints and 
spiritual leaders, the choicest fruit of whose thought and 
toil and prayer she possesses and preserves in the slowly grow­
ing, but all the more true and completely vital forms of Church 
devotional observances, seasons, customs, ways, worship and 
liturgy."23 

So we find that this concept does rest upon an external persuasive au­

thority, that of the corporate mind of the church, which is advised and 

formulated by the saints and spiritual leaders in the church. Such a 

basis actually 1s· a persuasion or _penalty, tor it compels the conscience 

ot the individual to accept the "corporate mind, 11 and put his "trust in 

the inner corporate lite," or be without the truth.24 

Calvin would make the church persuade by penalty by giving to it 

21. ibid. P• 280. 
22. Tiiici'. P• 269. 
23. ibid. P• 277. 
24. ibid. 



alone the power to bring an individual to taith. He declare• in hia 

lnatitutes, 

"When the Church reoetvea it (doctrine], and aeala it 
with her suffrage, she doea not authenticate a thing otherwiae 
dubious or controvertible; but, knowing it to be the tl"llth ot 
her God, performs a duty of piety, by treatina it with im­
mediate venoratlon. nut with regard to the question, Ho• ahnll 
-we be poreu.adsd ot its divine original, unleaa we have re­
course to the decree ot the Ohuroh? ••• Thus the authority of 
the Ohuroh is an introduction to preparo us tor the faith ot 
the Goaps1.n25 

From these words Calvin would have us believe that outside the ohurch 
. . 

there can be no knowled8e ot ooa, no ta1th and therefore no salvation. 

10 

Thus individuals hoarins this teaching might be porauaded because ot 

penalty - the ponalty ot loeing .one•a aoul it he retuaed to be persuaded. 

Dr. Walthor tells us ot some uien who called themselves Lutherans and 

also used the church o.s a persuasion ot penalty. These men, in de­

termined opposition to the unioniatio tendencies or their day, proceeded 

to prove their claim, 

"by asserting thot the true visible Cburoh is .the Church 
mentioned in the Third Articlo ot the Creed, in these words: 
I believe a holy Christian Church, the ooJ!l11Union of sa1nta.d 
They held that the !Jltberan Cburoh is the Church par excel­
lence, the Church 1n the moat exalted and proper aenae, 
the eccleeia, !.!!!! guam nulla !!! salus, the Church outside 
of which there ia no salvation, possibly with thia 11mite­
t1on:Mexoept that God in a miraculous and extraordinary 
manner may save a per~on also outside ot the Church and lead 
him to eternal lite.-2e 

This too was s persuasion ot penalty, endeevoring to :f'oroe anyone who 

would be saved, except by extraordinary means, to belong to the ~the.ran 

215. Hu~ Kerr, ! Compend ~!!!!,Institutes .!?£ ~ Chrietian Religion, 
P• 15 t. 

26. c. 'i. w.- Ylolther, ~!;!!!Goepel, PP• 333 t. 
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church as a visible organization. For anytime the church 1e mnde a 

necessity for salvation, int:1edietely it says in prnctioe, either you bo­

long to me, or be without the truth or/and be eternally lost. 

Tho BIBI.E, God's revealed Word ia also ueed o.a an absolute author­

ity in the p~rsuading the individual to aooept the .truth contained 

therein, or to receive the penalty. Thia ia done in several way-a by 
I 

different cb.urch bodies. 

The Ro!l'.Sn Catholic Ohurcb outrightly makes it a persuasion of penal­

ty by damning anyone -who will not accept it as a moral code, binding 

upon all individuals. 9 If anyone saith, that nothing besides taith is 

comrnanded in the Gospel; thnt other things are 1ncl1fferent, neither 

cornrwnded nor prohibited, but tree; or, that the ten COll!Ir,8ndmente no wise 

appertuin to Christiana; let him be anathema.n27 Thua ths Roma.niet would 

mruco of the sweet Gospel message ot tho redemption ot Jesus Obrist a 

moral code, demanding fa.1th und strict obedience, i1' they nt all hope to 

be saved. The per..al'ty of not accepting their teaching rego.rding the Bible, 

accord.ins to them, will load to damnation. 

The Ca.lvinistio churches have followed out this principle in their 

practice of the Sabbath, graven iDBgee, and other legalistic obeervancee. 

They tea:ch, 

nAs it is ot the law ot nature that in general a due 
proportion ot time be set apart tor the worship or God, ao in 
Hie Word by a positive lllOral and perpetual Qorm:and, binding all 
men in all ages, He hath particularly appointed one day i~ 
soven tor a Sabbath, to be kept holy unto him ••• whioh in 5cr1p­
ture is called the Lord's Day and 1s to be continued to the end 
or the world as the Cbristi&It sabbath. "28 

27. J. ~ete:rworth, .2£• .2.!l•• P• 47. 
28. Tbr. Bngelder, .2J?.• ill.•, P• 222. 



Therefore we have the Reformed bodies agitating ror ~blu& lu~a," where\y 

citizens··of the State ·ar.e forced to limit .their activity on the Sabbath. 

"This keepi ng· of the '. sabbath 1:b puritaliical fashion, ",hei r 1>ropaganda tor 

Prohibition, and ·their pr.inoiple·, ' 'Away with everything whi ch the Bible 

does ' Iiot; raen.tion' is typically· the legalistic attitude ot the Re·formed. 1t29 

But by such legalistic interpretation of the Bible they ore also making 

it a moral ccxle to follow, endeavoring to persuade everyone that other­

wise they are not i n harmony with the Bible - persuading by penalty. 

· The uuthority of Persuasion· ia also ~erverted into one of penalty 

t1hen one uses it as only effectual amo;ng the elect. Calvin -clearly 

teaches thi s in his Institutes, when he writes, 

ffThe declaration ot Christ, that 'many ar e called and, 
tew chosen,• is very improperl7 understood. For there will be 
no ambiguity in it, if we remember ••• that there are t wo kinda 
of calling. For there is a universal call, by which God, in 
the external preaching of the word, invitee ell, ind1ecrlm1-
nately, to come to him, even those to whom he intends it aa a 
s avour of death, and an occasion of heavier condemnation. 
There is also a special call, with which he, tor the most part, 
favours only believers, then, by the inward illumination of 
his Sp1S6t, he causes the word preached to sink into the 
hearts" · 

Thus a men, 1t~he at all even wants ·to consider himself saved, must ac­

cept' the word · and be persuaded, even though his heart inwardly may be 

f ar from obange. The unfortunate thing also is that those who retuse to 

accept this outward expression of persuasive authority usually despair and 

never learn of the love and forgiveness of their Savior, trying to comfort 

themselves by saying, ~I· wasn•t to be saved any-way.tt So t his persuasion 

29. ibid. 
3q. Hugh Kerr, ~· ill• , P.• 1:36 tf • 
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worke a penalty e1 ther way 1 t is taken. 

Another view token by the Retormed or the ~ible also leads to auth­

ority as a persuasion ot penalty. That is their ine1atence upon using 

reason in interpretins Scripture. Calvin teaches "That reason must be 

granted a voice when questions ot religion are being decided."31 

Zwingli's position concerning the human nature or Jesus, "plainly makes 

reason the arbiter as to what we must accept in the B1ble,n32 And that 

this is still taught in the Reformed Oburch today can be aeen in the 

writings or Boettner, when he writes, "to give a restatement to that 

great system which is known as the Reformed taith of Oalvinism and to 

show th3t bis is beyond doubt the. teach!~ ot the Bible and reason" is 

the purpoee of his book.33 This too plainly becomes a persuasion of 

penalty. If you cannot reason the depths of God, according to the Re­

formed, your's is a penalty • the penalty or ignorance and not being ot 

God and understanding Bim. 

It the Bible is regarded as merely the moral restraint exercisec by 

a certain church body, lt again becomes a persuasion of penalty - being 

accepted merely because other people are doing that very thing. This is 

the view tound in AU3ustine 1 as reparted by T. A. Lacey, who writes, 

"The impact (for belieTing the Bible) came, he (Augustine) 
says, from the •auctoritas,' the moral restraint exercised 
by the Catholic church. He attempts some analysis of this 
authority and one important element is consensus populorum 
atgue gentium. That gives me ldlat I am seeking. I am sure 
that the widespread veneration for the Bible is due to 
nothing else but the general consent ot Christendom, medi­
ated by particular instructions given to children in their 

31. Th. Engelder, £E,• .2!!• • P• 2-ll. 
·32. ibid. 
33. Loraine Boettner, !!!, Reformed Doctrine 2!. Predestination, P, i• 
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early years."34 

It people only accept the Bible oa an autbor1t1 and are persuaded tor 

these reasons, and not bocaueo ot an inner cbonging ot their hearts,. it 

ie merely a persuasion ot penalty. The moral restraint is eo strong that 

it is a penalty in itself to t17 and tight, eo one merely goes along with 

the crowd. 

The Dible can also beoOJD8 en outward e~preseion or bindins authority . . 

if it is taught as inspired and for that reason must be accepted as is or 

else-. Some Lutherans stress the inspiration 0£ the Bible eo that tbey 

lose sight of the true persua.sive power inherent it1 it. In instructing 

children and aoulte, too otten they start out bf reasoning about the in­

spiration or the Bible. Sometimes t~ey seem to feol that if one will 

not believe this, there is no need tor going further into Christian 

doctrine. Thie, indeed is not tha1r theol')', but it uoes too ottcu become 

evident in their practice. It then becomes an authority of penalty, 

permitting souls to think that t!toy cannot be saved until t hoy acoepi; the 

divine inep t ration or the .Bible. That is .meroly imking sa1Vat1on depend 

on the a.ccept ing of the .81 ble es inspired, instead or upon the redemption 

ot Christ that it contains • 

.But some churchea do not only use themselves £L.'ld the Bible as a 

persuasion of ponolty I but they also endeavor to use the ST.A'l'E in forcing 

individuals to accept their teaoh.ings. nBoth the Catholio and the 

Reformed Churcnea demand that tho State enforce piety, that its laws and 

34. T.A. Lacey, "The i:>la.oe ot Authority in Religion,• Hibbert 
Journal, XXVIII (Jon, 1930), 324. 



ordinances be in conformity with the Bible, and thus become the servants 

of the Church (the ruling denomination] while the Church offers to press 

the means of grace into service for expediting the business or the 

State. 113_5 

Calvin teaches in his Institutes: 

"Thus they have all confessed that no government can be 
happily constituted, unless its first object be the promotion 
of piety and that all laws are preposterous which neglect the 
clairna of God, and merely provide for the interests of men ••• 
that they are constituted the protectors and vindicators of 
the public innocence, modesty. probity, and tranquility, whose 
sole object it ought to be to promote the o.ommon peace and 
security of au ••• ,,36 

He furthermore "requires that the State share in "the care of divine 

things" uud govern according to the Scriptures, which in effect subjects 

the civil government to the control of the clergy."37 

15 

The claim of the Ro~.an Church goes back into history. "The Pope be­

came king of kings in 755, when Stephan III girded on two swords, one on 

each side, emblems of temporal and spiritual power, and crowned Pepin ~ing 

of France. n38 In 1303, Boniface VIII issued his tamous bull, !!!!!.!. Sandtam, 

which among other things claimed: 1. It is necessary for salvation that 

every man should submit to the Pope. 2. The temporal power ot Christian 

princes does not exempt them' from obedience to the head of the Church. 

3. To the ecclesiastical authority the words or the prophet Jeremiah 

apply: 'lo, I have set thee this day over the nations and over the 

kingdoms to root up and pull down, and to waste, and to destroy. and to 

35. Th. ruigelder, Mimeographed notes on the "Means ot Grace," P• 7. 
36 • .1!.:ngelder, Popular S~olios, P• 118 
37. Kerr, !?R.• ili•, P• 20 
38. ~., P• 164. 



build, a.na to plant.' 4. i;'or obtaining eternal hu,pFinoss, ench ono 1a 

required to eub1~ t to the :S1ope. 5. Tbe suprel!:ecy o-: ·~ho lope,, even !n 

temporal thi ngs, is to be onforood.39 

16 

r:'rom tbiu \'le readily see that these cb.urch bodies are determined to 

mako the State their tool to enforce thoir poreuaaton upon tbe citizens. 

We need only· uote the rolisi ou~ legislation and ''blue la'nls ," in our own 

oountry F.tnd the ohu.rcb-controllet. c;ov131•nmenta l n S,Pcdn • Italy, F'r&nce, 

Moxico and the South Americau countriea. Such' use ~ aut hority through 

the Stnta is pu1·ely one ot cor'lpulsion e.ud external foreo. It easil.)' 

becomes a persuasive penalty - tboeo. who object or disobey are dealt with 

by the State. 

' 

30. ill!:.•• P• 164. 



II. THR CONCEPT OF AUTHORITY OF PERSUASION AS A FREEING POV#lm CHANG­

ING THI WILL AND DBSIRE OF THE INDIVmUAL 

1, 

Having reviewed the concept or authority as a persuasion of pennlty, 

we now discuss persuasion through freedom. First, what ia the essonoe 

ot persuasion? What is it psychologically, ao we tind it operatins be­

tween human beings, and what is it religiously, as we fini it operating 

between God and man? 

Psyobologiclilly, "the essence ot pe~sunsion lies in its relation­

ship with its audience, rather than with its subjeot.•1 In persuasion we 

are dealing with people-people with teeliiga, emotions, desires and a 

w111. So our definitions of the term persuasion are directed primarily 

to people. Dr. Oliver defines persuasion as, •the art of motivating, or 

of instilling, activatins, or directing in another individual ot other 

indivuduals a type of conduct recommended by the apeaker.•2 

There are two steps which bring about and complete persuasion. T~ey 

are first, ~o~ditioning, and secondly, persuasion proper, or the "change.• . 

The detinite action ot the persuaded one tollowa upon these two steps. 

By the term conditioning, we mean "the creating in the bearer ot the 

1. ~obert T. Oliver, The Paychology 'ot Persuasive Speech, P• 9; 
2. ibid., P• 10. Also ct. R.R. Caemmerer, "Factors on Pe~auasion in 

Preaching," Elective 559, Concordia Semin8.17, "Persuasion is the prooeaa 
ot changing the hearer'• mind ao that, ti.rat, he concentrates with mind 
and emotion on the one tiel4 and goal ot the speaker, and, secondly mOTea 
to activate the information and program in his practical life and exper­
ience." 



readiness and the desire to understand aid to be changed by it.•3 Ul'. 

oi1v~r 1;ete, these ae hia tcu:r "twidamental baaea ot the th1nldn& ot the 

1n~1viduol whiob detei,nin~• hie reaction to a p:ropoaai or a1~uat1on con­

trontins. the individual. These a~. l. The intl~ence ot aelt i~tereat, 

18 

2. The influence ot soc1al-conao1ouaneaa, 3. The epeaker and the oocaaion, 

and; 4. The h1d~en barriers within the ind1vidu&1.•4 He ex.Plaine them 

eay1ng: 

Self interest pulls ua in one 41reot1on; sentiment in 
·-another;· social -o~nsciouaneaa· in a third.· The influences ex­

erted by the apeaker•a pereonaltty eal by the occasion provide 
strong biases which dive:rt the reaction into still other chan­
nela. And within -eaoh auditor•• OWD m1nd are hidden barrier• 
of oompeh&atory mechaniama. ot aubconaoioua and pb,Ya1ol~g1ca1 
activity, and ot fixed thought patterns wb1oh he underatanda . 
but dimly himself• but wbioh powertulg atf'ec.t the type ·ot-re­
aponae he nakea by 1perauae1Te appeal.~ 

l)r. Oeemnerer alao lieta tour taotora ot oond1 Uonl.og. They are, 1. 

Curiosity, 2. Maes exoitment, 3. Desire tor approval. and 4. Speaking ot 
I 

need. 1'he tiret three may be advantageoualy uaed at times, but never are 

'to b6 \1aed alone. The fourth oondit1on1ng lf!Othod ia the beat and will . ' 

always work moat efteotive4'. Far it ia the purpose ot conditioning to 

look into the person'• mind, make clear to him what you want him to do, 
' 

let him know that you are there to help him, haul out the ree1e1o:ra within 

him, and help him to understand himselt. 'l'hen you 11'ill have accomplished 

your task ot conditioning.6 

But conditton1ng, ea the Wal"d im.pliea, never persuaded anyone, but 

3. H.R. Caelllm8rer, J'oundationa .2!Preach1ng, P• 5. 
,. Oliver, .!?Ro• s!l•, P• 31. 
s. 1b14. 
&. ~Cnemmerer, "J'actor• ot Perauoa1on in Preaching.• 



19 

merely conditions, or leads up to the actual change. But when condition­

ing ie completed, then colliaa perauaeion proper, or the "oht1.t1go... In 

pe7ohologioal pereuaaion, thie 1s br<Mght about by appealing to mot1vea. 

Dr. Oliver writea, "they [the motives] may be appe~led to emotionally, 

log~cally, or through rationalization ••• Bmot1on, reaaon, and rational­

ization are the avenues down 1'h1ch tbe l!!Otivational tarcee much to at­

tack the citadel ot the mind.•7 Ot these three avenues ot motivation, 

rat1onal1zat1on, which partakes ot both the nature ot reason and emotion, 

may be the most influential or the three. But tbe beat course tor the 

persuasive speaker to take, undoubte4l;y, is to intermingle all three types 

or appeal in speaking. "Like the wise military strategist, his ettorta 

should be odvance on all tronta.ff8 

Th~ means by which the bae1o motives rrny be projected along the avenues 

or pereuna1on are listed by Dr. Oliver ea, 

"l. Attention, a. Suggeatlon. and 3. Cominonground. These 
may be likened to vehicles in 11'.hioh the motives ma, be carried 
into tho minds ot the auditore, Any one or a combination of 
sll three 1.1&y be used with emotion, reason, or rational­
ization; to eppoal to self-interest, sentill'.ent, or social con­
soiouoness; to help the speaker take advantage ot hia per• 
aonelity aJX! ot the occasion; and to convert the hidden bar­
riers into h1ddon allies.•9 

Religious persuasion ie m1de up of ·the ewne chnracteristica; con­

ditioning and persuo.aion proper. llowaver there 1a a ditterence of opinion 

es to how this persuasion 1a to be applied to the individual; 1mmed1utely, 

or mediately through the Bible. They both uee the Power or God as the 

persuasive force to tree the individual, but one school ~ould,uae it 

7. Oliver, 2E.• !!!•• P• 161 
8. ibid., P• 197 
9. Tbii., P• 1~7 
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directly and the other indirectly. 

Those who use the Power ot God aid Bis Spirit d1rectl¥ without any 

meene, we call wenthusiaets." Their concept of the perau&sion of freedom 

iB ·that God brings .. about the treedom by a subjective feeling ot the Spirit 

produced without m.eans. 

Zwingli teaches this when he writes in his Fidei Ratio, 

"I believe, yea, I know that all sacraments not merely do 
not distribute or convey grace, but not even bring or administer 
it ••• For aa grace comes from the divine Spirit and is given by 
H, so this gift reaches only the Spirit, but tor the Spirit no 
guide or vessel is required, . tor it is itself Power end Conveyor 
by which all things are borne, and it does not require itself 
to be borne. Besides, we haTe never read in Holy Scriptures 
that sensuous things like the Sacraments are surely accompanied 
by the Holy Spirit. But it sen~uous things were ever conferred 
together with the Spirit, it was the Spirit who did the con:ferr­
ing, not the sensuous things.ttlO Calvin too states that God can 
convert in a di:t'ferent mnner, and this other method He undoub­
tedly employed in the calling of many people to whom He, only 
through inward illumination, without the means of preaching, 
gave true understanding."ll 

Thie denial of the 1neans or grace, the visible 8lld invisible Word of 

God, causes a perversion of these gifts. In his La~ and Gospel, Dr. 

Walther points out how those who would use the power of God without means 

pervert the Law and Gospel, the conditioning and persuadiDg powers respect­

ively. They make of the conditioning power, the Law, their means ot sub­

jective feeling llhereby they .receive the Holy Spirit. He writes, "they 

also preach the Law with great sternness, which is quite proper," but they 

depict wthe infernal torment ••• in such a drastic IllSDner as to engage the 

imagination rather than to make their words sink into the depth or the 

heart ••• they put them (their HeareraJ in a state of mind which makes them 

10. Engelder, Popular ~mbolica, P,, 215 
11. ~., P• 216. 



"Is i .t not tor.dblo to hour God uttorin.:; such u,r,ful . . 
threatenings on account ot sin?" The7 give them a long list ot 
eti'orte that they rouet roako in order, it possible, to be ro- . 
ceiveo, into grace: how long they must pray, holi atrenuouel.y 
they roust f i ght and w1·oatle nnd ·~ey, Wll.11 ~hey cnn any thnt 
they feel they have received the Roly Ghost and divino srace 
iu1d oan rise from their knees aho-.iting hallelujah. In order to 
accelerate this proceea in larger gatherings, :liethodiat preach­
ers incluce the b:retliran encl sisters to kneel with i.~e _c¥~i~~te 
for conversion and cry for the t9rg1veneae ot his sins • .:;;ome­
timeo the .et1'01·t is rtitile, somet.irnes the desired roault is not 
attained in weeks and montbs. If a sincere ce.ndidate confesses 
'i;het be only teela his inability and is full of evil in­
clinetions, he is told t t nt he is still .in a sorry condition . 
5ind th.it he must continue to wrestle 1n prayer U."1til ho fin~ll.y 
experiences a faeling of divine grace. Then he is told to 
pr~1ae Cod because he is rid .of sin; all 1e well wtth him, the 
11eu ·i t e':'lt h 1l agony i s over, ond he has become a child of Goo• e . 
grace."12 
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From t his quotation we learn that those tibo would use the power of 

God di rectly hava a pereuas1on of freedom- a selt persuasion through the 

testimony of t b.e Holy ~1pirit coming directly upon them while they ere 

wrestling an,1 pr~y1ng. And it 18 nll brought on by the stern preaching ot 

the I.:L\n . ' 

Meanwhile the Goepel i a despised and ~eruaed. Dr. f alther continues, 

"thoy n.ai ther beliove nor teach a re~l end complete reconc1l1et1on of m~n 

with Ood because they regard our heavenly Father as being a Goe very hard 

to deal r.ith, whose he8.l't silUSt be sottened by paaeionate cries and bitter 

tesrs. 13 Thus the true treeing power, the Gospel is put aside anu the 

oond1t1on1~ taetor in persuasion is used to tree the individual.. That ie 

the concept of the persuasion of freedom of those sho retuae the means ot 

grace, and insist that the Fower ot God and Bis Spirit work directly upon 

12. Dr. Wal:ther, .!!!, 2 gospel, P• 134 t. 
13. ibid., P• 13~ . -


