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The Eastern Church also sets up "Nine Commandments of the Church,
reéarded as of the ssme obligation as God's own commandments,"18
These include, fasting, obedience to the clergy, confession, prayer‘and
 attendance at church. "The infallibility of the Church and her author-
1ty t& interpret the Bible serve to make the observance of these com=-

mandments a matter of conscience %o every Orthoedox Christian."lg

Again
88 in the Roman Catholic Church, we have a church that sets up its own
commandmente end persuadeés its people to obey as if obeying Christ him-
self. The persussion of penalty is agein evident - for all not obeyirng
are disobeying Christ and endangering their souls salvation.

In the 4inglican Church we find a concept that seems to be striving
after a freeing concept of authority in Persuasion, but it too has been
cumbered with & persuasion of penalty for accepting the advise and opin-
ions of her saints and spiritual leaders,

Dr. Snell writes that "the life stream in the (Anglican) chureh,
vhich is the self-incarnating Christ, must evolve in freedom."ao He also
says,

"It is, moreover, definitely the authority of Jesus Christ%
the:Son of God. And the authority of Jesus Christ thus under-
stcod as that of his Holy Spirit, speaking indeed directly to
conscience - yet assuring the wholeness of that appeal and the

soundness of the indivudual response by no fixed formulations
of standards or dictas, but only by His Spirit's progressive
inecarnation in social-body, is again a conception at one true
to the central and essential feature of Catholicism, and at
the same time supported and developed by modern thought and

18, ibid., pe. 142
19. Laird Wingate Snell, "Nature of Authority,™ Anglican Theological

Review, III{(1920, 1921)277
20, ibid. p. 277




modern science,"2l

But certain limitations are placed upon these sentences. He had
stated earlier in the article that "He (God) must have provided som;-
where...the Word of Authority, sufficient and final, behind which man
will not, must not go."22 That suthority appeaés in the form of "the
inner corporate life," again, a persuasion of penalty. He continues,

"eesdiscovering authority in no outward standard or word,
nor yet leaving the formulation of truth that is the pabulum
of the soul to as many minds as thers are men or as many sects
as there are types of minds; recognizing conscience, indeed,
as the ultimate authority, men's sole and only absolute, but
trusting the developing corporate mind and conscience of the
Church, the self-incarnate Spirit of Jesus Christ, to guide
individuals and society into all the truth; while for stan-
dards of interpretation for Bible and creed, for the advisory
authority of the specialist in things religious, for varying
formulation of truth to meet the needs so deep and serious of
all souls in all conditions and of all times, she looks to the
great works of the Great ones of the Church and saints and
spiritual leaders, the choicest fruit of whose thought and
toil and prayer she possesses and preserves in the slowly grow-
ing, but all the more true and completely vital forms of Church
devotional observances, seasons, customs, ways, worship and
liturgy,"?3

So we find that this concept does rest upon an external persuasive au-
thority, that of the corporate mind qf'the church, which is advised and
formlated by the saints and spiritual leaders in the church, Such a
basis actually is a persuasion of penaliy, for it compels the conscience
of the individual to accept the "corporate mind," and put his "trust in
24

the inner corporate life," or be without the truth.

Calvin would make the church persuade by penalty by giving to it

21, ibid. p. 280.
22. ibid. p. 269,
23. ibide. p. 277.
24, ibid.
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alone the power to bring an individual to faith. He declares in his

Institutes,

"When the Church receives it [doctrine], and seals it
with her suffrage, she does not authenticate a thing otherwise
dubious or controvertible; but, knowing it to he the truth of
her Qod, performs a duty of plety, by treating it with im-
mediate vencration. But with regard to the question, How shall
we be persuadad of its divine original, unless we have re-
course to the decree of the Church? ... Thus the authority of
the Church is an introduction to prepare us for the faith of
the Gospel, ™25

From these words Calvin would have us believe that outside the church
there can be no knowledge of God, no faith and therefore no salvhtion.
Thus individusls hearing this teaching might be persuaded because of
penalty - the penalty of losing one's soul if he refused %o be persuaded.
Dr, Walther tells us of some men who called themselves ILutherans and
also used the church a8s a persuasion of penalty. These men, in de-
termined opposition to the unionistiec tendencies of their day, proceesded

to prove their claim,

"by asserting that the true visible Church is the Church
mentioned in the Third Article of the Creed, in these words:
I believe a holy Christian Church, the communion of sainta.”
They held that the lutheran Church is the Church par excel-
lance, the Church in the most exalted and proper sense,
the ecclesis, extra gquam nulla est salus, the Church outside
of which there is no salvation, possibly with this limita-
tion:"“except that God in @& miraculous and extraordinary
menner may save a person also outside of the Church and lead

him to eternal lire.“£°

This too was s persuasion of penalty, endeevoring to force anyone who

would be saved, except by extraordinary means, to belong to the Lutheran

25, Hugh Kerr, A Compend of the Institutes of the Christian Religion,

Pe 15 T, !
26, C. F. W, Wolther, law and Gospel, pp. 333 f.




church &s a visible organization. For anytime the church is made a
naceséity for salvation, immedietely it says in practice, either you be-
long to me, or be without the trutp or/and be eternally lost.

The BIBLE, God's revealed Word is also used as an absolute author-
ity in the persuading the individual to accept the truth contained
therein, or to receive the penalty. This is done in several ways by
different church bodies.

The Roman Catholie Church outrightly makes it & persuasion of penal-
ty by damning anyone who will not accept it as a moral code, binding
upon Gll individuals, "If anyone saith, thet nothing besldes fuith is
commanded in the Gospel; that other things are indifferent, neithex
commanded nor prohibited, but free; or, that the ten commwaniments no wise
appertain to Christians; let him be anathema."27 Thus the Romsnist would
make of the sweet Cospel messuge of the redemption of Jesus Christ a
moral code, demanding feith and strict obedience, if they at all hope to
be saved. The perally of not accepting their teeching regarding the Bible,
according to them, will lesd to dammation.

The Calvinistic churches kave followed out this principle in their
practice of the Sabbath, graven images, and other legalistic observances.

They teach,

wig it is of the law of nature that in general a due
proportion of time be set apart for the worship of God, s0 in
His ¥ord by a positive morel and perpetual comsand, bind%ng all
men in all ages, He hath particularly appointed one day ia
seven for a Sabbath, to be kept holy unto hime..which in Serip~
ture is called the Lord's Day and is to be continued to the end
of the world as the Christian Sabvath, "28

27. Je Viaterworth, ope Cite, Pe 47
28. Th. Engelder, op. cit., pe 222.




Therefore we have the Reformed bodies agitaeting for "blue luws," whereby
citizens of the State are forced to limit their activity on the Sabbath.
"This keeping of the Sabbath in puritanical fashion, their propaganda for
Prohibition, and their principle, 'iAway with everythiog which the Bible
does not mention' is typically the legalistic attitude of the Reformed,"29
But by such legalistic interpretation of the Bible they are also making
it a moral code to follow, endeavoring to persuade everyone that other-
wise thoy are not in harmony with the Bible - persuading by penalty.

The authority of Persuasion is also perverted into ome of penalty
when one uses it as only effectual among the elects Calvin clearly
teaches this in his Institutes, when he writes,

“Phe declaration of Christ, that 'many are called and:

few chosen,' is very improperly understood. For there will be

no ambiguity in it, if we remember...that there are two kinds

of callings TFor there is a universal call, by which God, in

the external preaching of the word, invites all, indiscrimi-

nately, to come to him, even those to whom he intends it as a

savour of death, and an ocecasion of heavier condemnatior.

There is also a special c¢all, with which he, for the most part,

favours only believers, then, by the inward illumination of

his 391§6t, he causes the word preached to sink into the

hesrts® g
Thue 2 man, if-he at all even wants to consider himself saved, must ac-
cept the word and be persuaded, even though his heart inwardly may be
far from change. The unfortunate thing also is that those who refuse to
accept this outward expression of persuasive authoriiy usually despzair and

never learn of the love and Torgiveness of their Savior, trying to comfort

themselves by saying, "I wasn't to be saved anyway." So this persuasion

29. ibid. v
30, Hugh Xerr, ODe 2_1_._t_.. DPe 136 ff.
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works & penalty either way it is taken,

Another view taken by the Reformed of the Bible also leads to auth-
ority as a persuasion of penalty. That is their insistence upon using
reason in interpreting Seripture. Calvin teaches "That reason must be
granted a voice when questions of religion are being decided, "1
Zwingli's position concerning the human nature of Jesus, "plainly makes
reason the arbiter as to what we must accept in the Bible,"32 And that
this is still taught in the Reformed Church today can be sesn in the
writings of Boettner, when he writes, "to give a2 restatement to that
great system which is known as the Reformed faith of Calvinism and to
show that his 1s beyond doubt the teaching of the Bible and reason™ is
the purpose of his book.33 This too plainly becomes a persuasion of
penzlty. If you cannot reason the depths of God, according to the Re-
formed, your's is a penalty = the penalty of ignorance and not being of
God and understanding Him.

If the Bible is regarded as merely the moral restraint exercised by
a certain church body, it again becomes a persuasion of penalty - being
accepted merely because other psople are doing that very thing. This is
the view found in Augustine, as repoarted by T. A. lacey, who writes,

*The impact (for believing the Bible) came, he {Augustine)
says, from the 'auctoritas,' the moral restraint exercised

by the Catholic church. He attempts some analysis of this

authority and one important element is gonsensus populorum
atque gentium. That gives me vhat I am seeking. I am sure
that the widespread veneration for the Bible is due %o
nothing else but the general consent of Christendom, msd%-
ated by particular instructions given to children in their

31l. Th. Engelder, Ope m.. De 211.
S8 1bid,
33. Ioraine Boettner, The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination, Ps ¢
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early years,"d4
If poople only accept the Bible as an authority and are persuaded for
theae reasons, and not because of an inner changing of their hearts, it
1s merely a persuasion of penalty, The moral restraint is so strong that
it is a penalty in itself to try and fight, so one merely goes along with
the crowd.

The Bible can also become en outward expression of binding authority
if it is taught as inapired asnd for that reason must be accepted as is or
else -« Some lutherans streses the inspiration of the Bible 80 that they
lose sight of the true persuasive power inherent in it., In inétructing
children end adults, too often they start out by reasoning about the in-
spiration of the Blble. Hometimes they seem to feel that if one will
not believe this, there is no need for going further into Chrisitian
doctrine, This, iundeed is not thsir theory, but it does too often become
evident in their practice. It then becomes an authority of penalty,
permitting souls to think that they cannot be saved until they accept the
divine inspiration of the Bible. That is merely muking salvation depend
on the accepting of the Bible as inspired, instead of upon the redemption
of Chriat that it contains.

But some churches do not only use themselves and the Bible as a
perasuasion of penalty, but they also endeavor to use the STATE in forcing
individuals to accept their teachings. "Both the Catholic and the

Reformed Churches demand that the State enforce plety, that its laws and

34, T.A., lacey, "The Place of asuthority in Religion,® Hibbert
Journal, XXVIII (Jan, 1830), 324.
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ordinances be in conformity with the Bible, and thus become the servants
of the Church (the ruling denomination] while the Church offers to press
the means of grace into service for expediting the business of the
State,"39
Caelvin teaches in his Institutes:
"Thus they have all confessed that no government can be

happily constituted, unless its first object be the promotion

of piety and that all laws are preposterous which neglect the

claims of God, and merely provide for the interests of men...

that they are constituted the protectors and vindicators of

the public innocence, modesty, probity, and tranquility, whose

sole object it ought to be to promote the common peace and

security of alle.."36
He furthermore "reqﬁires that the State share in "the care of divine
thinge" and govern according to the Scriptures, which in effect subjects
the civil government to the control of the clergy."S7?

The claim of the Roman Church goes back into history. "The Pope be-
came king of kings in 755, when Stephan III girded on two swords, one on
each side, emblems of temporal and spiritual power, and crowned Pepin King
of France."5® In 1303, Boniface VIII issued his famous bull, Unam Sanctam,
which among other things claimed: 1. It is necessary for salvation that
every msn should submit to the Pope. 2. The temporal power of Christian
princes does not exempt them from obedience to the head of the Church.

3. To the ecclesiastical authority the words of the prophet Jeremiah
apply: 'lo, I have set thee this day over the nations and over the

kingdoms to root up and pull down, and to waste, and to desiroy, amd %o

35, Th, kngelder, Mimeographed notes on the "keans of Grace," p. 7.
36. kngelder, Popular Szggolica, p. 118

37 Kerr, ODe 2!-_2‘. De 20

38, ibid., p. l64.
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build, and to plants' 4. Tor obtaining eternal hapriness, each one is
required %o submit tc the Fopes 5. The suprepmecy of the Fope, even in
temporal things, is to be enforesd . 9

Tromw thie we readily see that these church bodies are determined to
maks the State their tool to enforce thelr persuasion upon the citizens,
e need only note the religious legislation and "blue laws,” in our own
country snd the church-~controlled governments iu Spain, Italy, France,
Moxico and the South imerican countries. Such use of nuthority through
the State is purely one of compulsion apd external force. It esasily
becomes & persuasive penalty - .thcae vho object or discbay ars dealt with

by the State,

304 !’.P_j.:g.'l De 164,




II, THE CONCEPT OF AUTHORITY OF PERSUASION AS A FREEING POWER CHANG=

ING THE WILL AND DESIRE OF TEE INDIVIDUAL

Having reviewed ‘the concept of authority as a persuasion of penalty,
we now discuss persuasion through freedom. First, what is the essence
of persuasion? What is it psychologically, as we find it operating be-
tween human beings, and what is it religiously, as we find it operating
between God and man?

Psychologicully, "the essence of persuasion lies in its relation-
ship with its audience, rather than with its subject."l In persuasion we
are dealing with people~people with feelings, emotions, desires and a
wille So our definitions of the term persuasion are directed primarily
to people., Ur. Oliver defines persuasion as, "the art of motivating, or
of instilling, activating, or directing in another individual of other
indivuduals a type of conduct recommended by the 'apeaker."2

‘'here are two steps which bring about and complete persuasion. They
are first, :o@ditioning, and secondly, persuasion proper, or the "change."
The definite action of the persuaded ohe follows upon these two steps.

By the term conditioning, we mean "the creating in the hearer of the

1. Hobert T, Oliver, The Psychology 'of Persuasive Speech, De 9.

2, ibid., p. 10, Also Cf, R.Re Caemmerer, "Factors on Persuasion in
Preaching," Elective 559, Concordia Seminary, “Persuasion is the process
of changing the hearer's mind so that, first, he concentrates with mind
and emotion on the one field and goal of the speaker, and, secondly moves
to activate the information and program in his practical life and exper-

ience."

| &8
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readiness and the desire to understand and to be changed by 1it. '? our,
Oliver lists these as his four "fundamental bases of the thianking of the
individual which determines his resction to a proposal or situation con-
fronting the individual. These are, 1. The influence of self interest,

2¢ The influence of social-consciousness, 3, The speaker and the occasion,

and, 4. The hidden barriers within the individuel.”*

He explains them
saying:
Self interest pulls us in ome direction; sentiment in

another; soaclal consciousnesa in a third. 'The influences ex- -

erted by the speaker's personality and by the occasion provide

strong blases which divert the reaction into atill other chan-

nels. And within each auditor's own mind are hidden barriers

of compensatory mechanisms, of subconsciocus and physiological.

activity, and of fixed thought patterns which he understands .

but dimly himself, but which powerfully affeet the type of re- -

sponse he makes by persuasive appeal.
Dre Caemmerer also lists four factors of conditioning. They are, l.
Curiosity, Z. iass excitment, 3. Desire for approval, and 4. Speaking of

! |

need. The first three may be advantageously used at times, but never are
%0 be used alone. The fourth conditioning method is the best and will
always work most effectively. For it is the purpose of conditioning to
look into the person's mind, make clear to him what you want him to do,
let him know that you are there to help him, haul out the resistors within

him, and help him to understand himself. Then you will have accomplished
your task of conditioning.6

But conditioning, as the word implies, never persuaded anyone, but

3e ReRe Caemme::ér. Foundations of Preaching, P. e

4, Oliver, Ope 9_120' De 3l.

5. ibid.
6., Cf, Caemmerer, "Factors of Persuasion in Preaching."
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merely conditions, or leads up to the actual change. But when condition=-
ing is completed, then comes persuasion proper, or the "chuange.* Ia
psychological persuasion, this 1s brought about by appealing to motives.
Dr, Oliver writes, "they [the motives) may be appealed to emotionally,
logically, or through rationalization... Emotion, reason, and rational-
ization are the avenues down which the motivational forces march to at-
tack the citadel of the mind."’ Of these three avenues of motivation,
rationalization, which partakes of both the nature of reascn &nd emotion,
may be the most influential of the three. But the beat course for the
persuasive speaker to take, undoubtedly, is to intermingle all three types
of appeal in speaking. %"Like the wise military strategist, his efforts
should be advance on all frouts."e

The means by which the basic motives ray be projected along the avenues
of persuasion are listed by Dr. Oliver as,

w]l, Attention, 8. Suggestion, and 3. Commonground. These

may be likened to vehicles in which the motives may be carried

into the minds of the auditors, Any one or a combination of

all three may be used with emotion, reason, or rational-

izetion; to eppeal to self-interest, sentiment, or social con-

sciousness; to help the speaker take advantage of his per-

sonelity and of the occasion; and to convert the hidden bar-

riers into hidden allies.™

Religious persuasion is made up of the suame characteristics; con-
ditioning and persuasion proper. Howaver there is a difference of opinion
as to how this persuasion is to be applied io the individual; immediately,
or mediately through the Bible. They both uss the Fower of God as the

persuasive force to free the individuel, but one school would use it

7. Oliver, ope Cit., Pe 161
8. ibid., pe. 197
9. ibid., ps 197
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directly and the other indirectly.

Those who use the Power of God amd His Spirit directly without any
means, we call "enthusiasts.®™ Their concept of the persuasion of freedcm
is that God brings aboqt the freedom by a subjective feeling of the Spirit
produced without means,

Zwingli teaches this when he writes in his Fidei Ratio,

"I believe, yea, I know that all sacraments not merely do

not distribute or convey grace, but not even bring or administer

itee.e Tor as grace comes from the divine Spirit and is given by

it, so this gift reaches only the Spirit, but for the Spirit no

guide or vessel is required, for it is itself Power end Conveyor

by which all things are borue, and it does not require itself

to be borne. Besides, we have never read in Holy Scriptures

that sensuous things like the Secraments are surely accompanied

by the Holy Spirit. But if sensuous things were ever conferred

together with the Spirit, it was the Spirit who did the conferr-

ing, not the sensuous things.“lo Calvin too stetes that God can
convert in & different manner, and this other method He undoub-
tedly employed in the celling of many people to whom He, only
through inward illuminatvion, without the means of preaching,

gave true understanding."

This denial of the mearns of grace, the visidble and invisible Word of
God, causes a perversion of these giftse., In his law and Gospel, Dr.
VWalther points out how those who would use the power of God without means
pervert the Law and Gospel, the conditioning and persuading powers respect-
ively. They make of the conditioning power, the Law, their means of sub-
jective feeling whereby they receive the Holy Spirite. He writes, "they
also presch the Law with great sternness, which is quite proper," but they
depict "the infernal torment...in such a drastic manner as %o engage the

imagination rather than to make their words sink into the depth of the

heart...they put them [their Hearers] in a state of mind which makes them

10. Engelder, Popular Symbolics, D, 215
11, 1bid., Pe 2164
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SLy;

"Is 1% not terrible to hear God uttering such ewful _
threatenings on sccount of 8in?® They give them &« long list of
efforts that they muct make in order, if possible, to be re-
ceived into grace: how long they must pray, how etrenuously
they must fight and wrestle and cry, until they can ascy that
they feel they have received the Holy Ghost and divine grace
and cen rise from their knees shouting hallelujsh., In ordsr to
accelerate this process in larger gatherings, iethodist preach~
ers induce the bretlren end sisters to kneel withithe candidate
for conversion and cry for the forgiveness of his sins. come-
times the effort is futile, sometimes the desired result is not
attained 1n weeks and months. If a sincere cendidate confesses
that he only feels bis inability and is full of evil in-
elinations, he is told that he is etill in s sorry condition
and that he must continue to wrestle in prayer until he finally
sxperiences a feeling of divine grace. Then he is told to
praise Cod because he is rid of ein; all is well with him, the
penitential agony is over, and he hes become & c¢hild of God's.
grace,"12

Trom this quotation we learn that those who would use the power of
God directly have & persuasion of freedom- & self persuasion-through the
testimony of the Holy Spirit coming directly upon them while they are
wrestling and praying. 4nd it is all brought on by the stern preaching of
the lawe

Meanwhile the Gospel is despised and refused. DIr. ¥alther continues,
"they neither believe nor teach a ra2al and complete reconcilietion of man
with God because they regard our heavenly Father as being a God very hard
%0 deal with, whose heart must be softened by passionate cries and bitter
tears.l3 Thus the true freeing power, the Gospel is put aside and the
conditioning factor in persuasion is used to free the individuals That is
the concept of the persuasion of freedom of those who refuse the means of

grace, and insist that the Power of God and His Spirit work directly upon

12, Dr. Walgher, lLaw and Gospel, p. 134 f.
13, ibid., pe 136




