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13.

Here 1t becomes evidont why the Clwerch of Rome mast have an
olaborate sacramental systom. In order $o insuro a continusl
flou of groco lnto the human goul there must be a sacrament
which meots the necds of man in overy sge group and waik in
lif'e. Dy means of bthe soven Ancraments is sunctilying graco
phyeleally infused into the hunan soul. Infusion is cone-
ceived as o physlenl act,

Iy virtus of IAnfused groce man 1s now able to perform
ool worls which not only carn nore sanctifying grace but
algo truly merlt otormal life. People who are living"in
the state of grace may avgnent 1t by gool works"(24). That
good werks porformed by one living in the state of grace
arc truly meritoricus ond that they truly merit otorhal life

1s cloarl czoon f{rom those statements: _

Dic guton Verko besitzen elne walro Verdienlich-
kelt, Matt.5:12; 1Cor.5:8; 2Tim.4:8. Dhas dic Sol-
gkelt verdient werde, lehrt dle Nolllge Sohrift,

womm sie diosclibs elnom Lohn und zwar olinow dor
;vhelit onbsprochondon Lohn nomat, [atb.9:12,
1Cor.s:& ‘25)- ;

Yot only virglns and thoso wio pragtice conti-
noree, but the married elso, who plouse God by
having tho vight falth and performing good woris,
demorve to obtuin eternal happiness (26)

Thue sceording to Homo's doctrino, man, after all, mugt save

himeolf. In the final grnalysis, 1t wll depends on h‘ss.sl:i gfif=

orus. : r." H!
A TOlO=sTenss, Urace As & He D.SEO. sl
_25) w4lmers, Handbuch der, Rol. 8.329. Seauty
96) rhole~-Prouss, Grace, A& il.,2.400. !
\
\
\




2ol plags a ninor role Indcod. Godfs efforts uro nocessary
oniy Inagmuch 8s Ged must give men o sbart or initial push
in the right direction. Aftor that,ever -*th & depends on
an. U1Th the =14 of tho initizl moasuro of grace wilch is
Givon pratultiously by God, =en cen and mst mt owJ.;r eurn
more grace Yo incroasc his state of juatification, but also
garn ami merit oternal life.
{
Gince in thy deetrine of justificatlion 's;'hiL“: ifrmo hos

- l - .
dovlzed, slmost everything doponds on wan's offdrt, 1t fol-

$
. L] g - ' -
lows that men can &% no tine be certaln of his ,ﬁ.tsi;;e.flent.s.m.
i ;
Nemo 1s gulte consistont whon 1t deolares: ™o nod lmows

& i

- - - - - = ¢ 3

vith corbalnky whothor o ls justifiod or not, bocgusce no

i \

man oon Be entively cortain thet Lo has gomplled zwi.i:‘n alll

. , ¢
ths conditions necessary for salvation™(27). Thisiias !:Eze’-;,"

vory thought that almest drove ILuthar to de"r air zhipn he ‘:

\ 3 A=
wes 88ill a Zool RHoman Gatholic. For yoars hc was ;i‘[lssued i\

with the thousht: Have T done c:.w,h, and i3 that u,..a.cb b AT L ¢

heve dene, gool onough? Fet only will man ever :'o_..‘,..n ig- A

norant a8 o tie ader quacy of hic Jood woris, but also ab ‘jii
no Hime dnes ko Imow whothor he has recolved a suflliclont Ei\ \
emount of grace tirouzh the Soacraucnts for his Justificate .-".._‘

iom. e may have have placed an obex 1n Uho way, and thus

prevented the grace Lran coalng to him. Tho Gouncil of

B ThC c=rrauon: urace, A« He D79 ,580.
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Tront olaims that "no ono cen know with a enrt'aint:r of
falth, whlich cannot be subject 86 orror, that he hag Ghe
talinod tho grace of Jod"(28). oOniy in rare cascs, in tho
cups oi 4 direct revelatlon, such ap the apostlo aul roe
colved, cccording Go Gathollc elalm, would the priviicged
peragon Ue cocbliged to belliove in his justificatlon., thet a

theology of doubbl

in the final placo let us noke that ioxe aziieaku of an
Munegquality” of justiflcation. With this tomm 1t wishes o
state that soms pecplo possoss & highor dogree -:i Justifi-
cation thoan otrers. The Chuwrel: of Home may viell “;po&!-:
tius, boeouse Lt identirics the concept justilleation with
wiat wo mean Dy sancbification. Tho will deny hat thore
varisus degreas of sunctiflcatlion in Christlms? “o Hone,
speeliing of the sumc subjoet but in differcent ta:'ms't_? WAy

aloo spozl: of variong degrecs im tho state of justification,.
Genebllying grace may Lo @osent ln the ssul in
o greater or lemsey degrec, accordlng o e 1ide-
orzilby of God and the disposition of Thc indlivi-
daal Christian; and tho degrec of justiflcation
is dirsctly depondont on the asure of sunctliye-
ing grace possesscd by the Chrlistian {29).
pee Orad der Seligkelt entepriont nacmllcn dom
Grade der helligmachenden (nade, woll Ger CGor-
cehbts un so mehr dor Selipkell tellnaft wird, jo
mohy oy darch dis geettliihe Hindachalt,d.0.
durch Qo heilgawacionde Grade, das liccht dazu
ervorbon hat"(30).

GOB0.VLy CLADLOY Y. '
20) Ponlo=rousss Grace A.: He PS80
30)uilnera, Hendbuch d. Rol. 8.82G.
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Thus we hovo deflned the complicntod answor which tho
neman Catnolie Church glves wien Lt 48 canfrontod by the
Cucetlion, Whab must I do o be justified boforo (od? Pope
ularly stated, the angwer is this: Propare yrumolf‘ for ¢
worthy recoptlon of the grace of CGod by going Shrough ghe
stages of Palth, PFeavr, Hopo, lLove, Hatred of sin. Then,
vhen reoelvi: 3 the Sacraments, the graco of God, w.ucn
Christ hes carned, will bo infased into 3om- goul. Thip
sanctl{ying grace will' blot ous Four ains. ‘men you will

be able %o do gool works. With these works you ma!: enra

nore grace and also morlLi eternal 1% fo, for :rou 'u\-e justi-
Pled bofars Ood only to the oxtond that you i‘u..r.ﬂ.:l.l_ those
ohligntiona. Tho dogron of your remisplion of lguili;‘- or
Justification doponds directly con the dogree of ym:'*- azncti-
fiention. Honce you never imow when yen are Qully _\a&tii’m‘l

boforo lcd. .‘:

L]
L]
l

o,
- ‘-—-‘ SE——

l

The Churchr of Home c¢laimg that thie dectrine ﬁa Hs.b-
Lienl and that it accurately ropreoduces the teaching er . R

Joeus Christ cnd the apostles eoncorning tho way of \a ve.’

tma. DBut thers s ancther: Church which malps tha m\m
clein for ito doctrine of justﬂ.ﬂeaﬂon. "hen theno @m
doctrinos of justificstion asre pleced side by side, i:\e:.r
are found to differ pedically oven in the smallest dei;‘ulls.
Tot us trergfers now hesr fren tho other contestant u.-'.:i! aco

how %he Luthoran Church proelaims the doctrino of Justificaw-

tlon.
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1.
polfinition of thu two Docirines of Justificatlion. _
B! .The Luthoran Dectrins.

Then the Iuthorans were cullod upon Cor the first

tlro to muke a public decluration of the doctrine of justi-

fleatlon, they bricfly snd eloarly sald in the Courth Artie

clo of tha jugsbhurg Confonsion:
Llso thoy toach that men cammot bo justificd bee
Jorg God by thelr own strongth, morits, or works,
tut ere frooly Justified ifor Christ's sake, throaugh
£aith, whon thoy bolleve thati they are rececived
inbo faver, and that tholir sins aro lorgiven for
Christ?s salw, who by His doall has mado catig=-

fiobicn far our sinas., This falth God imputos fov
Pighbeocusnsss in ilia sight, Romans O ond 4.

Lverything that ocan be salid omeorning thla doctrine
1s incluled or implield in those slmplo words. Bui Lecause
these wards were vehemontly cpposed, misunderstood and cumi-
fused, the lager Lutheran Confossions expanded und explein-

ed move fully the thoughta contalned theroin.

Justificatlon by falth alons, according to the Iuth-
oren (hurch, ProSuUpposos mants total dopravity and Christ's
complote objective reccnclliction and atamement. Concern=
ine mantg botal depravity, the Lutheran Church states:"Al-
thougn 'mtur'a is able in a mommor to do tho outward wori,
:;ai:. in cannob produco the imvard notlons, sueh as fear of

God, trust in God, chastliy, pationcoyote”(l). In oxpla-

Tirugeoars COnLGSO10N, 480 »
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tion Yo fonons 7:8 and 9, the ipolozy says:"If the cuarnel
mind is emnlty againet God, the fleah slng,oven when we do
oxtornal clvil warks"(2). Thoe Lutreran Church claimm £has
t Lo a false statomont,wllch dishonors Christ, wien it is
sald that mon dws not singwhon in the unconvortoed stato,
o doon the commendwonits of God (3), for man, by nature, 1s
dead in cins ond trospesses, spiritually lb!.ﬁnd ;.uzd an onomy
of tod. Therefere tho Igthoran Chureh inslote that tho
objeetlve rocmelliztlion of Chelst is mbsolutoly nocessary
for manls justification. "Christ was given for us, in ordor
that jlo might malie gatlsfaction for tho sing of the worldl
{4)e Christ is our medistor and propltlator "im‘lm“ﬁlé-ﬁ’v
ardd nob moroly in tho begimming of justification"{s). i:c}l
mde o "gacrifice, not only for origlinal gullt, but “"

L
(4

also foz ail cctunl oins of mon"(6). To tila tho Pormla, ®

R

-

of Coneord eddss ' IR
Poor sinful man is justified bofore God, that ig)
absclved and declared [rog and exorp$ fram all B, &
his slns, out of puro grace, bocause of the sole ', %
merit, cdarplete obodionce, bittor sullering, o \%

;‘-
w,
H

deuth, and roswrectimn of cur Lord Chelsi alome, |

vhose obodlonce is recienod Go us for rightocus- \

neas {7). \

lloneo, by tating away the sins of the whole world, Chirlst
has fully reconciled God, Gho Fethar, and won for all men

the forglvenoss of their sino.
DOLCLY LVgdte

J)Ibid IV, 2052,

£)I04d.IV,40.

5)Ibid.1IiT,190, "

6)aiugoburg Confession IlIo.

T)Porzuln of Concord,Iil,Y

-
w=d -
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Gueh forgivoness of sing and justification theough
Christ iluv olfered in the Gospel. "IMhese Lroasursg sre ofe-
PYered us by the Holy Chest in tho promise of t:;m holy ﬂoé-
z‘safl“(!:‘). Tho Gospel is dosoribed ns "o good und joyful mose
sage”, bocause L% tells us that God will not punish sins,
but forglwoe thom for Christts sako (9)-.‘. This dospel pro-
mise 1o rocelived Ly falth alone. Othorwiso this prozlso
is vold end usoless (10), If men wore obliged to dopond

on his works wnd merlts, o would nevor be Justified (11).

The nature of such saving and juatifying faith is
"eonfidence in the promise or t}zle morey promised in Christ®
{12). That saving falth io cosentially firm trust or con=
Sidonoo in the promnises of God offerod to wan by tho Gospcl
is cleorly seon from suoh passages as Job.20:26281, @ Tim,
1:12 ani Heb,ll:l, It is callod a “"gpooiaml faith®,; bocause
ho indlvidusl must beileve for himself (15). Such faith
is the instruzent whoreby wo aro jJustifled. "Faith justi-

iled and savos, not on tho ground that It is 2 work in 1lte

.
frie

solf wortly, but only because it rocolves the promised
wercy'{14). Sueh falth is not moroly assent to tho btruth

UYEpolony IV,0,40,4%, rFormula Concard,ITL,10.
9)Ibid,v,21,22.
1G)Apology IV,41-40.
11)7bid,.IV,42.
12)Ibid,TV,44.
13)Ibid.IV,456.

14) Thid,IV,50,46.
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& Godts revelation, nor la it a vaguo, indefinablc locling
of eoniidence in God, but it is a dofinite falih dirceted
to o definite promisc. "It 1s to wish and to roceive &ho
offored promise of tho romlsolon of sins and of justiflca-
Blon”{18). .ilso chlldren, who are gonverted, have this
faith. "Tholr falth, croated through Baptism ia not cane
selous, dlscursive (refloxiva) falth, bubt true Laith, pore
soral end actual trust in the Saevicr, Hatt.18:8,6, 21:10,
Lalo 10:16,44, Hark 10:24, Eph.1:192%(16). Honeco it is
vory coruning then, that tho promlge of jugtliicatim ar@.
salvatlon porteins also $o ¢ghildren (17). \

: b

Y

fow deos man rocolivo fuith? By the procoss culled |,
\\
conversiocn{lB8) Converaicn consisis in turning fran the \:

Soxrors of cmecionce, uhlch have baen produced by the Law,:’

o falih in Uhrist ag the Savior ravealed in tho Gospel,

L

e

In the Apology wie ronds

Sin torrifion cmsclonces; this ocours through
tho Luwy but we gain the victory through Clirlst.
Tow? By faith, wion we confort ourselvas by cone
fidonco in tho mercy praniseod for Chriatts salke
(19).

in Serlpture, tarning to tho Lord, regoneration, viviifiea-

$hon, and 1llunination are synonyms of emversicm (20).

TO)ADOLOGT LVaot _
16) Popudar :syﬁboiica {Concordin)p.56.
17)apolosgy IX 5";
1&31%‘1’:1.:5,116;"3&1;:;1:; ConcGed IIT,26.
Anolocy IV,70. .
égg:‘fcts ff:zl:ﬁal.aszﬁ, Col.2:12; lJohn 5:1, Col.2:12, Ephe
2:5,8, 2Cor.4:6, icts 26:18. >

JU P aa———
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It is eloor, thenm, that £aith 43 not a work which man pore
formz by his eown powors, The Luthoran Chureh culla Dalth
Ya gLt of Cod%(21) ard, more spocifically, the wori of the
foly Suirit (22), and horsin 1t follows Jerinture (23).

Justification Proper.

llow we have come to the act of justiflcation, and for
an cxceilont dofiniticon of the sarowe turn Lo a stateront
By 7. Te Huelleor:

is oo as a emtrito slmer belleves the divine
oromicos of grace walchn for Chiwist!s soXko is of-
fered to him in the Gospol, or aa scon 23 he puts
nig trust 1n the vicaricus satisfactlon which
Christ hoo made for the aolns of the werld Ly iis
perfect obedicnco, ho is justified, or deglared
»ightooun before Ged, Rom.3:85,24. Thic 1a tho
seo-called subjocotive justification, Rome4:6, or
porsoinml application, thrcugh falith, of the .
serits which Chrlst has gecured for tho whiolo,
world by His substitutionary atonomont {(object-
ive justifioation), ZCor.5:19Lf (24). G 3

The sume truthe sro stated more bzficfi:‘f in Pypulny ::-yuhq.‘!'f-_
08 a8 Pfollows;"Justificatlon is a judlelazl act of God, !
whereby o proncunces the sinner rightoous who by faith

ageepts the universal pardon offored in the Gospel, iu=-

%
puting to him the »ightocusnsss of Christ®(25). UYheso Y
- 4 = ! \.
stetemonts are in full harmony with the Lutheran Confoss- |
lome, (20) : :
PY) Ot LE: sGORIOOP A Lok pdle \

22)ipology IV,064,115.

35 )1nh, 1710, G01.2:18, Oal.S:ld, Hob.12:2.
%)chriagumn pozmatics,p.56%.

28)nuge Gde : Seke
26;!)@% Pormala of Concord III,E&,17,37,38,59.
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Thwoo poluts must Lo noted hore: the ginnor 1s justli-
fied froevly Ly Godvs grace; e is juebifiod withount the
doodo of tho Lav; Lo is justlificd by faith alonc, Rogords
ing the flrub polnt, tho Formule of Concord forcefully de-
clares:
Pocy glnilul man 1o justified bofare (ol == Withe
oul any morlit or worth of our own, also without
any procedins, present, or any subsequont ucrks,
cut of purc grace, voccause of the sole merll,
complcete ohodience, biiter suffering, death, and
resurrection of owr Lord Chirdst alone (27).

lHere agaln the Luthoren Conf'essicns follow Seriptuve,which

deeclares Ghal we ave jusilfled frooly, by Uhe grace of Cod

{28). It ls gols gratle fron bBoglnning to end, ind grace

is not the Yinfused grace" of the Church of Howa, bub it -
g the faver and good will of God towerd the sinner gained

by Chrlisitts vicaridous satisfuction.

“he sccond podnt follows out of tho filrat ome; i man

i

L)

3 justifled selely by grace, it folloua that no part of

.l

Lo justificaucicn Lo accomplished Uy hls oun devds, IHuman
works play no part in Justificatlion., VThis is e wesunlng

of the =postle Paul when in $his article ho urges so dilis

gontly and zealously the puarbiculas onclusivai, words by
wiieh worlks ave excluded fwom tho article of juatificatlon:

by groeo, without worit, withoub works, not of works" (29) .

P ircinala Gonoord,I1l,9.
26] Rom.3:04, 1126, 31270, 4:6.
29 ) rorula Concord,IlI,oC.
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in the Lhird place, singe the ferglvoncss of aing or Justie-
fleztion is o promiso given to man in tho Gospol, 4% can
anly bo rocclved and appropriatod By faith., - nd for this
pgason tho Luthoran Church declares that Justification is
by fuiih aloenge "It 43 falth alone, without works, which
deys Lold of tho bleasing"(S50). "raith justiftos voat for
this cause and roason that 1t 13 sc go2d o work or so fair
& virtuc, bub bocouse it lays hold of =nd accapts _-'i:ha merld
of Cheist in tho promise of the holy Gospel!(31). u Maith 1o
©ho cpon hand which layas hold of the troeasure. In- thls
gonao io the sinnor Justified by faith, v
‘.-‘}‘
Juasifiecation aceording to the Luthoran Church isa not-.
a physleal or modleinul act vhoroby God infusos gome c)pd
quality inbo man, bub an external deolaration or forc"siﬁ
act whorely dod pronounces the sinnox x-i.ght.aous. Says t‘is
Porumls of Concords i’;
Tho word justify hore mesns $o declave rizkteons:
and froe fron sing, and 4o absolvo wi¢ fronm cte '
arml punishments Ghis use is common in !'he foly |

Serintures: Phil.d:9, Pov.l7:15,100.5:25,
RomeE 138" (52)

Sinco the Goapell proﬁises the for,:',ivcross of all sins
and since all who bolleve th 18 promise recolve thoe forglvo-

noso of s11 of thelr sinsg, justificatlon ls not parbial,

g,.ruaa* ve, but complote and poriect in the momont in
G.'U "Tai-mb"g_ i7I 'élo

él)_uihl.'.il -Ll'sc

«'52)1‘.:1&.111,1’?.




which the porgon belloves (B3). It was againat the clain
of the Church of the Papacy that Luther decloved:®fustifl-
cation does robt cano in ploces, but in 2 heap'(34). Feith
iz not enly the begimning, but =lss the middle and the end
of justliiicalblion «nd brings tho vhole act to - cloze.

Thore is no more "eondemnaticn for them that bellovel; thoy

have “"pencs wilth God through Josus ChrimtY(35].

Tuskilicetlon 4o covtsim. Tt 1s based wpon the dlvim
infalllibleo words of forgivencss whleh the bolicved rocoives
n true fuiih. The belicver has such forgivenoss and juetl-
fication as long az he bellioves sm!; word and pr*mi:zé. "1t
(juskificatlon) alone Yrings surc and firm amsolation to
plous minds"{36). Dolng upitod with Christ In truo faith,
tho belicver has boldnoas and confidonco (5’?) e ilig falth
i in its very naturo cortainty, aaé'umnce, tho very oppo=-
alte of doubt (38). Fol tho assurance of falth, as Nome

elaims, bub earnal gocurity i3 rorreved in Scrinture (39).
TYercr: ohviotlicno Dogmabll,vol.2p.640:™ell sic in
der Vergebung dor Suendon bostent,Rou.4370, di¢ Christus
vollikemaen orwortoen hat, welche uns im Bvangelium zu-
gessst wird,lws.24:47, Gor dalior das Evangeliwa glaubt
hat dig gunge Rechtfertiguns”.

34)n imellior, Chrisbiun Doguitice,p.5377.

w5 ) w81, 81l,

30) pology IV,1i8.

:-5'?;1;911.:-3:13. : 1 ,

S8 )Heb.ll:1. :

S8)1 Joihm 5:10, 1 Cor.i0:12, Rou.1i:20.




