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Such must be the position of every true ~astor 

of the Gospel of Chr1ot. He. too, 1s ·an apostle 

or Obrist. T~e call which the pastor 1"oceives 

from a con::-·rogat,1on is t,t a maane 11h1ch God now uses 

to 111alce f'or Himoelr chosen vessels i-,h.10'1 a.rs t.o 

s praRd t a C!·ood ile"Ws or salvation. The oamG call 

t hc?r1 als~ maltes the pastor t he servant of M.a con-

resat.1on. Ii' he-keeps these t'aot,c 1n mind, ttcm 

t !'J.'3 paat,or i s, lilts Paul, a true aT!lhaasa.do1" for 

Christ. 

11noreover :!.t la requirad !n &tewe.rds, that a 

mal be f oun:i f'a.,.tbful," (I Cor. l~, 2). J!~re, ..-;e 

I e,vo t t e 88$8Y' "i al end most 1m ort· nt < ual1t"1oat1on 

o:...' t.'10 pnR1·,or oi' the c~ urch. Ile must, be found 

:i'e:t thtu:1.. J?ast:>rs a.1"e atowo,rcls -- stei·:a.rds of the 

l!l:V stor i os of Goel, ( I Cor. 2, 7; 1:5, 51). "The thin 

R:.>U'.';ht, in sucl ste~•;a.r~s is I that 'Jno be 1'0:.1nd 

t.ruatw~rth.:v -or ralia "le~ 11
• 
2 

There a.ls will bo a da~ oi' recl~onin(3. This 

fa.ct must never escape t.he mind of the pastor. 

an a.cco, nt of h• a ,sto~-:e.rds' ip, so als~ •will t he 

m.inlstsro o:r Christ be bald a.ccounto.ble. "Every 

man's ,-m1"'t e!lnll he fJllade manifest; fol" t \ e day ____ .. _________ _ 

2. R.c .. H. lem;lt1, Int.ernr•9ta.t.ion ££: ! .W2Sl 11 
Oor1l'l t'::tlano. p. 16'•• 
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oh&ll declare it, because 1t shall be ravealod by 

1"1re; m1d the 1'1re • hall. try .evory. men's \1or1c i:,t what 

oort !I. t 10.. Ii' any mar1' s worlc abido which bEl be.th 

built t hereupon., he Bhttll reoe1v'e a reward," (I. Cor. 

:,, r,. 14.).· 

i' e Lo1"ti does not deme.ncl. that t he 
nas1~'JI ' ba the moct l.ea.rned Ol" the moot 
Accom·pliahed man !n the worlu, ••• but 
t : at !le l l G 

1fa.i thfu:!.' 1n tb.e t.tee oi' t he 
t. lento a d t he time and the onportun1-
t1es wM.ch tho Lord h.'le g1 ven •" 

\";J1at R.n exam le oi' ouch i"a1 thf'ulneee is found 1n 

t he A ostlo Faul! 

In order t hat t he ministry or a pastor nd.ght 
, 

l;e e t'Ce ct,i e , 1t riuet also be bla111e less . J?anl 

wn :·11::-i c.11 mu,i;urn not to ~1ve oi't'ense a? d oa.uoe 

t heir eto .::c:, s to hi n sr t he ,-:orli: -o:l' t.ha,.r oft1ca. lfa"tr 

.(>aul guarded as• 3.m-~t. this ver•y thit r- ! f;e au1'fe1"'ed 
. . 

a 1 .. c'Jo~11ps :ra the r• than pel'm5.t his conuuct to b0 the 

oll.uoo 1·01·· i::~tl!rnl111ns . lie oven r•a 'usea to acoevt any 

s:~le,ry f.'!'o t he Cori th:1.a.n:e, (II Cox• . 11, 8 ), in 

o "cier t,o ,n1 Jes oure t hat, no ona ,-10ul d t 2!ce ofi'enee. 
, 

·ere 1a, t1"'ulv, a 1~ea t sermon which };)a.ul preaches 

to a ll -p• s t~Ol"R. 11
\ hen. tie m1n1stry is lamed, ••• 

t11.en ' s haa.rts az•e c l oood to 1 ts e.p1.>ee.1, U.!1d 'l. .e 

cause or ti o Goopsl aml 01· Ch1~1at sutfe r:13- "'• 

---------------
3. John n.c. ~·r1 tz, .fful.~ Thng1o ·Y, P• 19. 
4. Ls s ki', . .5l.U• .,£3Ji., P• 1063. 
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Stlil, 1n all ot his ,.,orlc:, Paul s hoi-rod grea t 

a,nd true bum111 t , , ( I I Car. 10 , 12 - 14). He 

ma .,.n1f1e d .hta off. ice, (II Cor . 4, 5), but a lwayo . 

h umbl ~:1 h,.mool t: . All t hat he aooompl 1eh0d mite 

" A G " o.ccor ,1ing t,o t he gr a ce of ~d wi11r.h ,1a s in him, 

( I Co1• . 3, 10). l;Ji t h h1s e:r-..amnl e of 1:1or d and dead, 

l'aul r omi ndr. all p~ntor a t hat t hey a r e '!m~.n.1.sters 

or Chr'-st, II (I Cor. 4 , 1), t hat 1a, t bay a.r e "under-

r::n"~r ni• i n t he Bh1.p or t he C uroh. Th9;\' must 

nc,nrnr t l"il n C t,hn t they can t ake t he pl ace 01· its . 
one WlCl onl y Capt a'ln, J esus Chri ot. 

An.at.her or t he g~oa t qualif icati ons of a pas-

t,or , •11:lch ~oul axer.m11f1ed , :ta e durtn.;: patience . 

11:,w of tc 1 e could ho.,re f e lt t ha1; he was w~Rtlng 

~'l s 1.1 'le ! ~'then he.:, pr·oached ln t h.a eyna.«31Jgua , t he 

Je':IS !'~ P. lJ.ed 2 1! 0 1 nGt M. • '; hon he · t t.1 l e t't hio 

• c mbsrc, al' t ~r tl13 had 1nstructed t hem , t hey fell l'n­

to 11:9 ~ any of t hooe oz•ror,s a~ainst which he ha' 
. . . 

wal"'~'lEJd t hc .:1. But still, beca.u.se !>f' hiu 5r ea t love 
' and a:rr e cti.on i'o:r· Go" , for t Le G:>spal, and f,:,r t he se . 

Cor111t.':lians , he por s '-!lt eci . Di :fi'!oul t (>l, ~io l ems 

c-:,nt,inue.lly o.r osa , but w1 t ~ endurimce c-.nd t>S. tien.ce 

:. e.u l hell)od t° "em oolve t heir• d11'f1oult 1e a. '1i 'he 

r,act or aa.ra not e,cpect t hat he co..n al,·:a.vs r eap a e 

soof'I no he has sown. He Jl'IUBt , g i v e t he trord t ime to 

·· ~r~w ancl to r :t pP.n • " 5 
-----P--------?9 5 • · ri t,z, .sm. .sa.3Ji • , p . 19 • 
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Still, 1n deal1n5 with h1n people 2aul ohowed 

gretit tact. Think or all t he faults tor ,-:h!ch. 

.Paul ba d to chide t ba !)Oople at 0:,r1n t b . Yet. he 

o:>uld pan t he \·!ortl s, "Out or much ai't"liotion £1.nd 

e.r11 u~1.s1 of heart I -,rote unto you w1 th mo,r,..y tears; 

not the.t ya sh:>uld bs 0risved , but. th~.t ya mi ·ht 

1.tnm·1 t,h love uhiob .L havo !l!ore o.btn1da11tly unto you." 

( ! I Cm". 2, 4) • He o.lwayn a.pproacbed hi fl • e nbero 

- o CbrlntiarJs , a~ c lilldr on or God , as " s a i nts, 11 

( I C:u:•. l, 2), as tha 11church of od ," ( II Cor. 2. 1). 

J o nev r s ot<.e down -.at t.he ~ S'lple i hut :alm.i,s pleaded 

,-,i.th t , 0·11 , { i I Oor . 10, 1). His whol e a.99roach to· 

Q.l J. or t h . Jr o J.l'3-ite of .I•'lrst and Sec::rnd Clortn th1a.ns 

on SP.rve a ll pastors a s a F,rea t J.esson in ·t act. 

'l'b pnrnosa of t,he off'ice or t he ministry 1o 

t o pre t1c· . t he G~sp~l or Christ. .1.>aul wa s 11deter-

1n1n·aa not t,;:, !tn.rn, am1tht11 • • 

a n hi?tt crucifierl," (r Cor. 2, 2). The centra l 

tt 'lu·~bt of eva" • ~, rrrion which he l,)l"ea.ched wan the 

c1,oss of J oaus. To ma. te no,m t i!ls mcH.uar;e must 

l>o t ha thain·:a tn t .e mi • 1stry or every true ambassador 

to't' Ohl'\t:,t. '"ie 1nuot realize that t be a ll-important 

i'aator of the m'ln1etry ls not the man w~lch is in 

1t, but rather t be 111essage "t1h:tch 1s preached. Ii' 

he wishes to be a true m:tn1ster, then ha must 

preo.oh 110hr1st'o Gospel," (II Oor. 2, 12). It' he 



1o goi'ri- to lory !n h1a apostleship, the,n "let 

him 1lor ! ~1.n the Lord," ( I Cor. 1, 31). 

15 

ut, thio Goepe l has a much ~·r ater a1~nli'1cance. 

Thh-1 m~nsa a of C!'irist Cruc1f1ad 1s tt,e only "Denno 

t hJt t ca n save tile s1nnex• rro etarn l da ,me.t 1an. 

t-'01• "it plea sed God by the i'ool1ahnoss or pro ch1n3 

t.o save t hem t hat believe ," (l Oor. l, 2li I Oor. 

15 , l .t' .). Here ar e the bluepri nts 1·1hich e;ive to 

t,ll a l•:>st st,mer tt a plsn o:!' his sa lva.t1 -:m. Here 

a1"e t;he ll'teans, t he tmly i" oa.ns , where,, t ha power 

'lf "o.'1 can oo e 1nto his heart and br1r1g t o him 

t h t, s ~l r1tu J. l-tlsdom, w ich. ,.a :t'oollsi.'lnesa t.o th~ 

i·:orlcl . llo1"e ~s sal v&tion i'or sinfu l ma.ni.<i nd , (II Cor. 

: , l fl1'f'.). 

Realiz1!'1 · t h1o , t hen, every pastor· mus t aee 

to i t t,ha t ' e pr • ct1es e.11 and only t i'11s G,,a_ol . 

Pa u l , h.e fi ll be det.01•minecl "to praaoh t he Gos-

psl of Christ: ot wi t'ri wisdom o-r words·, lest tho 

cross oi' O~l' i s t st oul d be made 01· no 01'1"eot 1 " 

( I Cor. 1, 17 )'. The pi.ts t,or 11:r not to b G a ph1los­

o _ ha1,, hmnan1 t a r1an , or social rai'ormer . Chr1 st 

is more t han "the 6re:.it miracla-\'1orlc1~-s .Pro . hat of' 

Goti , t ho moral Reformer, t he Revealer of new truth, 

t l19 Lu·i:1 ·i var of a ru;w s ,1r1 tu.a l lti ngdom, or -t h.e 

Exa · !>l • or a. div1nel)t perfect 1-ife. 116 The pastor 

---------------
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1s th~ am'hDseaclor :ror Chriot and mu3t preach Ct-ir1st 

ao t he, pereono.l rec.Jeerner of a~l men. 

nut Paul was a.loo a very t-ri!l to~.c..,1::r. 1 e 

?cm:m that th.a pasto , even ,1hen h9 pree.c' a the 

:os al 1n all ~:r its truth ~nd purity, can at1ll 

"o.1 e 1 t of nonoe e1'1'cot, 1f he f 1ls t-:> obas rv·s the 

~rinciple 9r 9ro ohing 'r~rst thlnGs t1rst,' Ha nust 

s uat 

be a,,lo to know ., 11ch curin« 1·1orc1 muot 'be . . 1,,on 

to I 1A neopJ.e. 

There are two thJ.n-;s oJ' supr ePte 1m­
oortanca in the uork ot a. doctor or phy­
s lcio.n: ona, underatandin t he nal ady,. 
o.m1 tht~ othcir, orov1cl1nt~ the romecly. Ir 
t,hat e t1"uo, nu1•ely l1aul ~-!an a (~roa t doc­
tor of t h aoul. Ho,·; he un.de ret.ood the 
malo. .. y of' bur.tan life end t 1e:tory , and , 
thanh: Got1, hov he undarstood t}'.l.e g1"aa t 
remedy t-ha1; has 1'aon. provided .1 · 

low woll l'aul 's \· ord o·• adv,.ce can be follot:­

ccl: "I nave tacl you w1 t h :n1ll':. ~'ld not w1 tb ineo.t; 

:t•or hi therto ye t:ere not e.ble t.o be:n• it, nolther 

t bl 11' ( I C "Z 20) ye now ara :,ea e. or • ..1• • 

cmnm,t be cnrpe!Jted to sat utl"on,~ i'ood, nor can new 

convarts l>a expected to ho.vo o, rui:i. a.ncl atur.e 

undorctand1n . of all tbe truths oi' U:,d 's !,ord. The 

pa,stor must i;1ve hts people the right rood a.t the 

rl ht til'le, so that none -1111 rece1va op1r1tue.l 

~--------------
7. G. Ca1J1\)bell ,.1or~a.n, The Cgrint.h\an L@tt1,i~g 

.ll! 4t, ml. t>• 52. 
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1.nd13osticn. The ~ he, too, is a true pbyu1cia.n 

oi ' t,he sou 1. 

,\not.her principle ,-:hi.ch 3Ve r y pa.at.or f.'IUEt 

fo l l m·i , l t ho i-11s ,ea to r11n1st,,ar s i":i. e cti valy , i s 

t h. ~ !la u:ust present t he messas s !)f t h~ ...,c s . e l in 

'-'1 11 e t M. lic:1. t,y. Paul oemP. "not t:,.th ·ant i ci · ,1or ds 

o1' w:O. Rcio111 ," (I Cm .... 2 , '•), b ut. 1n s in:>lic1tjr and 

!:i~cl l · s~1:ocGr ,. t,,· , ( IJ. Oor . l, 12 ). -.t ia t oric a.,ul 

o t· t li.e:1 .$ t o· uat ::-.l '!'l¼~• A r ~. :~· n i n t,hn lmo1cgrol1nd, 

::-. . t h~ -1~ t.he er·son or Cl r1: t may i,e so~n ,y a ll • 

.. :1.<tnr- , 3\1111>:t · , nnd ? l a=..n pr es r. hi .~ 01· t i"a G~, sl)e l 

l , t ~o rnoPt ~~r oct i·e , ( . I Dor . ll, 6 . 7.). Tho~ 

1 1~ is ea D. u11ci.J c,too:l 1 y e.ll a n " t c.e past.Ol." l s 

t 1· ua .l."v l f'l.l :IJ .i"lfj hio t &.slt o'I:' brin:.:,~n ~, M,f Go~ e l 

t ::, cw r y r. · • 

tho ho ::,c a :~.1.11.ot er f. -:>r C 't'la t . '!'o b ~1 E.n ~ ostla 

01' C¾ :>ti ,-·a a M.,~,., pr i v i lc:rr s , but ,. t "t-m,o a l r.o a Zl"'e9. t 

1•os. m1~"1:U.ity . flo uat •f,he pastor of toda:y a l w:?.y s 

lce a !~ mi.ncl , t ~mt i n t 1ci rnan'.',' t o.a! s ~-1hic h he ust 

ll:-!l"f tJr ::i i n h" s or ··1cie , :'-11tl i n t ~,o a r 1. :> s obl i 3a t1on s 

wha: c l are requlr m:1 Qf him i n the mi n:1.s try , bs muet 

d o rtll tt l , _;s s a ra.1 t hi'i; 1 v~os ol 1' 1,ria Lor d . Ir 

h3 0 •111 na.:v wi t t1 Paul , "1•'or un or e :ntJt s ,any, 

wrii c h cori .. up t t .G word o:f' :. .. od ; hu.t a o o:1' s i ncerltJ, 



but aR of God, ln the sight of Goci ~£)<t2l: we in 

Ci"riat," ( l :i Cor. 2, 17) • tt,c:,n he is a trua ara­

ba.P.oadoi" for ChriAt. 

18 



Ohanter hsl 

11h Qbrtet D1vicled'l"1 

Paul's Exhortat1on ·ooncern1ng 
the 

Unity or t he Church. 

The axistance or i"a.otions ,1as one or t he ser­

ious roblams which ar:r11ated the Corint ;i1a n church . 

They streooed t he unimportant and forgot the really 

important mat.tars. Ho~ ever, as Paul had laid t he 

f ounda tion at Corinth as a wise master builder, so 

now ha exh1'h1 ts t he aa"le 1•1iodom and prudence· 1n a .P­

p l yi nr.5 t he massa e of God I e t ord to this fault of 

t he ctiuroh . lla pleads with them, "I beseech you, 

bre t bren , by t he name '3f our Lord Jesus Christ," 

( I Cor. l, 10). The il-poatle applies \Z~d 'e ,iord aa 

a truly evan ·alloal pastor must do • 

.Paul consi der cl s uch e. f,,, ctious spirit a s a 

ter rible sin. Though evangelical in hla 1·1h.0le a p­

proach. to this matter, ye t h.e speaks very sternly 

ancl firmly to his \')eopla, (I Oor. 1, 12ft; II Cor. 

6, 14ft). The true heacl and only foundat i on or 
t he ohur ob is Chr1at (I Cor. :;, 11). 'l'herei"ore, 

the sin of :t"'aotiono is a sin against Christ . i m-

---------------
l. I Oor. l, 13. 
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aelt'. l!'or in do1Df:i so, the mat or1 ty and work of 

Ob1 .. 1Rt 1n set , side. •'or that reason, 

Paul praaohea Christ, the one Lord, 
the one Redeemer, the 0'18 •'ounta1nhead 
or gra,ce in order that he may correct the 
f1ret and ~roat trouble 1n the Corinth-
1an. oongre5at1on. How ·well he applies 
the Goepel, tho glad tidin rs of peace 
a.ml recono111at1on with God through the 
med1at,1on of the oruoiried Recleomor, to 
raetora tho Cor1nth1a.ns to unity ancl 
brotherly love.:2 

Such a oond1t1on is also a v1olat1on of the 

Goenel ot Christ. J.io.ul goes to the very root of 

t ho matter, (I C~r. l, 17ft). The reaoon why there 

nre such factions i n the church io that t he natural 

man 1s ot'fendfJd by tho s1 111>le proachin3 of' the 

Orosa. lJe roele that 1t 1o 1nade<1ua.te. Pride ma.keo 

hi m despise t he Goepel or Christ. !3ut aul sho,1s 

us how t~ bridge these factions -- bow to heal 

these wo1rnds. He advisee us to declare this Gos­

pe l in all pu1"enaso a nd eim91ic1 ty. The on l y cure 

for factions and d1v1a1ono in tbe ch1.1roh 1s t he 

si1H>le, yet po11er:i:ul, meaeo3e of the Ono Christ 

Crucified . '111oth1nr; will etren;;:t hen the unity or 

the church more than a firm and untalter1ns declar­

ation of t h1e meesa5e. 

Not union l'Jithout unit:, in faith, 
not the resolve to agree to d1sa&ree, 
not oynoretiem 1n 1to vnri~us forms, not 

---------------



extarna.l ooopara t 1on Mith 1nd1ff eronoe 
to t he doctrina l differences existing , 
not, i n short, · any wiatlom or man; only "A 

t he ~1odom or God, the GoaDAl or Christ.~ 

In cnus1n~ d1eun!ty in the church , t ha Co-

21 

rinthi ans e,leo lost sir.,ht of the 0ra.ce t-Jh1ch God 

had he stowed upon them. They had baen lavishly 

a nriohed i n ltnowlede;e and baa been b lassed b eyond 

d.e sori ption by t he gaoclness of Obrist. The truth 

t he.t t he had 1,c:,c.m brought into Christ I s fol<l solely 

ond a lone t hrou ;h t he grace oi' God t hey had , how­

ev o1•, :ror. ·otten . Tbey had d!aregar•clecl God who had 

re!'lousd t hem out of their hopeless s tate and in­

ot <,acl exalted tho·11selves and became proud. But i f 

Ohr1s tlana will be utterly humble, then t hey t1111 

nl.1: co thP.rnse lve s under the hand of Goel 9.ncl t'1111 

s ive a ll "lOl'Y to Hi m for t heir conversion and 

~uinotit'ica tlon.. Then divisions and factions sim-:,>l y 

cannot exist. 

Divisi ons 1n · the church 8ls o disregard t he 

Chr!s tie.11 mi nistry . , Tr1.1a prea c hers aNJ servants of 

Gott , 1 1strument s 1n flis hands; not ae li'-called lead­

ers , nor authors or t heir own particular i'avor1te 

c3rs t n of teaoti in5s. They a.re a ll or equa l ranlt, 

(I Cor. 3, O. 9.). All a.re called by the same 

Hol y Ghoot. taaa , the sa~e truth. and stand i n the 

-~-------------
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same ralationship . Chr1st1v.n m1n1stars are never 

party lsadero, (I Cor. 1, 5. 6.). These are all 

po,.nts or ,.,hich tho Corinthians hrc'I lost ~,.~tit. 

They had to learn that they must oons1der ana heed 

tha mi nistry, and not the minister as a persar1. 

Them, true unl t y u111 bo enjoyed. 

From beg1nn1ns to and Paul used God's 1ord to 

co1"?'eat the evil 1n the Ohuroh at Corinth. u1 th 

t heir !'act1ous s 1r1t and attitude of pride they 

had disrell;arded t hetr Lord and Savior, lis e;ra.c1ous 

G·ol1 ·;o l, a nrl ll1s ma.n1fold hlosslnr:-o. But in each 

1.nnt!lr1ce t!,e Gospel or Christ proved 1 tse11· e.s the 

po,·:er of' Goc'I 'l':hich area tAd in the Oor1nth1ans a 

new sart a,ntl ronewed a r1 ht sp1r·1 t 111 t hin t herg. 

Pin l' s aopee.l :-or Chr1nt1an unity ,1as not i n vnin. 

Truly , a. les P.on of 1nast 1n,able value which ·aul 

hero t 9aahes to the church or today . 



Obapt.er Threo 

".Q Dee,th, Where 1a JiJn st,1ngT 
o Grave, ·lhore 1B .tJrL Vlgtory?"1 

Paul's Teaching oonoern1ng 
the · 

Doctrine or the Resurreot1on. 

The 3lory ot our Christianity is 
that it never views life as being com­
plete 1n this world. It o.luaye has its 
eyes 111't,ed to the m.orning and gazes ou.t 
u~on the eternities, recognizing the.t \18 
belon1 to etern1 t y as trell ao to time. 2 

It wae necenso.ry that the Apontle dwell upon 

t he nub j act of t he reourreat1on, for the Cor1~­

t,him1 church existed in an at,nosphere which ,-,as 

permeai;ocl t-11 t h false teachill{Ss and philosophies 

ooncerr:i.1ng eterni t,y and the lite in the hereafter.:; 

Even to these Corinthian 'babeo' he tea t his 'meat' 

ooncern1n3 the reourroction, :tn order that this 

---------------
1. I Oor. 15, 55. 
2. ,Yorsan, _sm. -'lll•,i P• 182. 
3. lll1.d•, p. 188. There ,-,ere three v1e1·1s 

held by the Cortnthian toaohero and philosophers: 
Epicureaniam, Stoicism. and Platonism. There were 
three d1ot1not schools of philosophy. and they all 
held certain views on this sub,1ect or resurrection. 
The position ot th.e Epicurean was that ot blank 
materialism. He denied ar11 existence at all be­
yond death.. The position or the Stoic uas that at 
daa tb the soul was merged in Deity, and so the loss 
of personality. Third, there was Platonism, which 
insieted upon the immortality of the soul, but ab­
solutely denied the idea of bodily rasurrection ." 
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doctri ne mi f~ht a.loo be to them the rook ana a,nohor­

age o:l' t heir ra1 th. 

Pnul declares that t he vory eeaenoe end heart 

or a ll Goapel preaoh1nB is t he death. and resurrec­

tion or Chl"'1Rt. 111.,or I delivered unto y·ou :first of 

P..11 t ho,t 'Nh1ch I also received hot·r that Christ died 

for our nine according to the scriptures:· and t hat 

he we.a bu1,1ed , and .that he rose ae5ain t ho t hird day 

e.ccord1n£; to t h.a sor1ptures.'' (I Cor. 15, :,. 4.). 

I f tho pas t or 1o to be a. true preacher or the Word, 

t b n h.~, must e..lno procla.itn tha t Christ died a.nd 

rose a:;a i n . lie do.re not om1 t ! t, for then he 

pr ea c es , not according to t he Soriptuz·es , but ac­

co1,c1t n~ t o hi s own nh11ooophy. Hou, t her1, can an y­

one d e11y t h1e doctrine , t·1hen 1t 1s so clearly 

t au 5ht in t ho Holy fiari pturos? 

ut, o1nce this aoctriue 1s so basic· and fun­

da ental, Paul ~i ves additional proof for t he cor­

t a1nt,y of Chr1s t,'s resurrection. Ue 11sts the nu­

merouo w1 tneases \'lh1ch ea:u our Savior eftar Uis res­

u1"'1,eotiot1, before lie ascended into heaven. '1J e t,as 

seen of Cephas, then ol' t he Tm!1lvcu aft.er tha t, he 

,-:a s soen of above five hundred brethren at onoe; • 

• • at'ter that, he ,-,as seen or James; ti en Qt ' all 

t he apostles, 11 
( I Oor. 15 , 5 - 7). Hundreds could 

testif y to tb1e proven b1stor1cal r act, that Obrist 



rose from the dead. What add1t1onnl proot waa 

necenoary? 
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St1l'i .Paul continues, "And lost or all he .1:-1ae 

seen ot me aloo, as of one born out of due time. 

£•'or I am t he l~aot ot t~e apostles, that am not 

~oat to bo called an apostle, because I persecuted 

th.a ohurob. of God . But by the grace ot' God I am 

what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon 

tne, wao not in vain; but I labored more abundantly . . . 
than t hey all: yat not I but t he grace ot God 

wh1oh ,-,as with ·me," ( I Cor. l!:>, 8 - 10). The res-

11r1,c-rntion or Ot1rist is proven by the amaz;n(;'; trans­

f01--mat1or1 which too!t pl aoa in the lif'e or _Paul. 

Th1s wns a m1.raole! He went to Damascus as the 

r:reo.t psreecu.tor or the church, but, because of' t he 

ap~earanoe of the resurrected Lora, he came back 

trom tba~ city fl s the 3ront missionary i'or Obrist. 

Loo.It at the 11:fe of Paul! Can you then say that 

Obr1P.t did not prove Himself' th~ virJtor over death? 

In contrast, Paul also gives negative proofs 

to brin~ out with even more clarity the certainty 

of Cbr1st'o ·reeurrect1on. "If Christ be not risen, 

then 1s our preaching vain, 0 (I Car. 15, 14). To 

dony the reourreotion of Obrist ls to invalidate the 

whole Gos~el of Christ. Then, the 1ord is void and . . 
empty. i'hon, there ia no value in· it, no menn1n~~ 

in it, no truth 1n 1t. 
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J,ioreo·ver, any preacher of' righteousness, l'lho 

deal.ares a gospel ,d thou-t the resurraotion of 

Christ, 1K a false witness. 11Yeo., 11 .Paul se.ys, 11
,1e 

are f ound f'a lse, witnesses of God; baoauoe we have 

testified or God that he raised up Christ: whom 

he r a,1sed not up, 11 
( I Oor. 15, 15). Such an am­

bassador t·or Cbri·st 11es about God. He declares 

that <Jod raised Chris t from the dead, and if He 

,-,a.e not raised, th.en Ha ha,o epolten an untruth.. God 

forbi d tha t such e. condemnation be sp.~ken against 

any mi nister of t he true Goape.1 or Christ • 

.il i nally, "if Christ be not risen, your faith 

i s vain: ye are yet 1n your sins. then they also 

which ar c 1'allen asleep 1n Obrist are perished." 

(I Cor. 15, 17. 18.). The resurrection of' Obrist 

la the seal and t he approval of' the entire redemp­

tive worlc of' our Savior. \·11 thout the resurrection 

from the dP.ad, Ch~is_t coul:,d not be the redeem.er of 

t he world. If' He 1s riot our Savior, then fa.i t l:l in 

Hi m is useless and void, t hen tie have not bsan 

saved rrom sin, death, and the devil. We are still 

lost and condemned sinners. Then there is no hope 

for life a nd s~lvation, then those who have pre­

ceded us in death have perished eternally, and our 

only hopa is that we shall toll~m ~hem to the ple.ao 

or everlasting oepo.rat1on from God. Truly , it this 


