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PAUL, THE PASTOR
(Hin Corinthisn MNinistry)
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Yoreword

"Paul departed from Athens," (Acts 128, 1).
Thus closed one of tho most discourazing oplsodas
Iln the great carecsr of the fAnnastle to the Gantiles.
hg had preached one of the mizhtlisst sermons of his
ninlstry, bt the men or'Athena vare unmoved and une
alfected. On ilars 11l he had brouzht true wisdom
to sone of the wisest of the wise, but to those
Greooks it was foolishnegs. In a sinpls, plain, and
lozleal mannar he had revealed to these philosophers
"The Unimown God," but they wished to remain in
soiritusl deritness. "We will hear thee azain of
thic mattor," (lcts 17, 32), was their reply. God
vas vislting theae Athenisns throush ons of the
preatost mlssioanaries ol all time, but they had no
room for the Goapel of Christ -- no tine for the
message of Paul, for their soul's salvatlon.

e then laft the city of Athens. Hig ministry
in thls clity of culture had seemingly been & com=
plete fallure. The future looked rather dark and
dlemal. Minally ke turned his way southward, ready
to besin the next phase of his mleslonary endeavors

== hip ministry at Corinth.
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introduction
"gl ya cnmi nghi Eln‘a!lll

Great snd glorious was the early history of
Corinth. Feme and power ceme to it after the days

of the Poloponneslen Yar.? Uhen Athens and Sparta

declined, Corlnth came into the forezround znd placed

itself at ths head of the /chaean Laaﬁue.3 “rom
335 = 197 ".C., the Macedonlans held tha cltadel,
but ia 196 B.C., it was declared indonendont by the
Ronans.

Soon, howevaer, Corinth lost 1te independence.
Jue to a rehellion agalnst the Roman Empire, the
cily wae comnnletely destroyed by the Loman eonsul
“unmiue, in 146 B.C

The destruction of this city by llum=
mius, shout the same time that Carthaze
was destroyed by Seiplo, was so camw1etc,
that, 1llke its previous wealth, it passed
into a proverb. Its works of skill and

1. Il Cor. \J, 11,

2. 4. Conybeare and J.u. lowuan, Ihe uife
_i.:&l&ﬂ““ g of Saint Paul, p. 359. “when the
ureekn turned fratricidal arms azainst each other,"

eapﬂciallv Corinth and Athans.

3. dibld., DPe 373, fn 8. 4Ancient ichala "near-
1y coincldan with that of the modern kingdom of
Greece." The major cities hzd banded tre"lelves
tn;ather, Corinth bolins the leader.

L, H.0,li. Spence and Joseph S, Exell, eds.,
Lhe £uloig Connentary - L Cordnthlans, p. 1. After
the hattle of Cynocenhalae, by lamininus.

T —




luxury were destroyed or carrled away « . .

Ihe vary place of the city from which

these works were taken remained desolote

for many vears, . . « and Corinth ceased

evan to ho a rasting-~place of itravelers

betveen the Lagt and the Vest.2

“he eity lay in ruins for about one hundred
yoars, but 1in 44 D.C. a new elty was 1o srise out
of the ashes of the nld. Julius Coesar reccgnized
the heauty'and Importonce of the site. Ue therse
Tore peopled 1t with a colony of veterans and
froasdnan, who once more bullt upon the old ruins
end I'sundation & mreat and glorious aity.

The eolony experlenced variocus changes of {30V=
arimont under the ﬂlffe?eﬁt emperors. 4t first, it
wag a proconsulate. Yuring the reisn of Yiherilus,
Corinth was under the directlon of the porscnsl aro-
curator ol the esmperor. But when Gla.udlus6 was at
the head of the Homen Empire, Corinth was azailn
looked upon as an "unarmed province™! =and was gove-
erned by a proconsul. 2 .

5« Conybeare and Howson, pn. @lt., . 302,

5. Lt is ono of the decrecs oi' this emperor
which exnelled many of the Jews from Home, (amons
thom could have besn Prisoills and Aquila). «llilam
i, Taylor, Paul, The Misslonavy, p. 280. "This de=
crea, incldeontally mentioned by Luke, 1ls reforred
to by tho Roman historisa Suetonius, who says, 'The
Jeuws, who wore in constant tumult, Chroeostus being
their leader, ho (Cleudius) banished from Rome.'
(Ils passage 1s quoted and commented on by Fluaptre

In Z1llcott's New Leatament for Lnzlish Segdovs, vol.

ii., p. 120.) Ilost scholars balieva that Chrestus
in that passame is a corruption for 'Christus'.
Y. Conybeare ond lowson, Q2. 8it., p. 363.




It is one of these vroconsuls which esnecially
interaets the student of the life of Paul. Juring
his misslonary ectlivities in this eity, we are told,
a now nroconsul cama to Corinth, namely Ualllo. ie-
cent dlscoverles have shed much light upon thlis per-
son, notably the so-cnlled "Gallio Inacrlptlon."a
rom this inscription we learn that Gallio took up
his office at Corinth ln 52 &L.U., whlch, in turn,
helps us to estahlish the epproxinete date of Faul's
vislt to Corinth. 'ila originel nume was Lnnagus
Jovatun,g and he vas the brother of the famous
nhilosonher bSenrci. He seeningly was quite popular
and woll 1lked by the Corinthisns, and as to hls
parsonal traite zud character, hlas brothor Senseca
spoike verr hipghly of them .40

I we could have accomp2nlied Foul on kis jJour-
ney from Athens to Corinth, our attentlon would
have hesen drevn, ?1rst of all, to & huze mountaln
of roek which rose hich into the alr to an elevation
of twWo thousand feet.ll This was the Acrocorinth,

2. Joseph ilnlzner, ,;Lgl af Ta D 2650 iH1a
(ialllo's) neme and his oi'fice sre clehrly agtablished
by a letter of the Emperor Llaudius, writton soma=-
tine betwean Anrll ﬂnd fvzuet of 52, to the clty of
Uelphi, and 1s one a the moet importent documents
Tor the history of the Now Testament.” (The lotter
is also cuoted in the above mentloned work .)

9. Convbeare 2nd Howeon, 90. g@lt., p. 303,

10. lb_m-, Da 35"!‘.
11. Ibhid., p. 358.




the remains of the greet citadel which once guarded
the Isthmus. From ite helshte one could viaw the
antire city and lts -surrounding country. ¥ou eould
880 Cenchresn in the East, &nd lLecheum in tho lest.
Thoso were the two great seaports of Corinth,. Con-
nocting these two harbors was the "Dislkos," whieh
aa the nawe Imolics was Lhe land-channel, over which
shipng counld bhe droueaed across tha isthnus. Lt was
conastantly used hy seamen and voyszers, hecavse it
saved selling arsund the dreaded Cape of ilalea.
Detueaen these two ports, in a mosi favoreble
location, was the city of Corinth.l? It could no
1onser boast of heinz & grezt milltary nower. That
vas a Lhing of the past. The Isthmus, which had
baen the nolnt of ceoni'llct in =0 wmany wars, nowu
had bhesn noutralized by the Homan provincial fornm
of government. The great wall which had bean
stretehed aeross the narrov strip of land connact-
in: the Polononnesus to the malanlan now lay ln
ruins. The seaporis wvere no lonzer tho zreat navael
stations Tor war galleys. &ALl were memoricss of a

nost and slorious history.

12, DB.i¢. Hobinson, The Life of Faul, n. 136.
Corintk, at the time of Faul, was a city with a
population "of about two hundred thousand fresman
and porhans as many slaves."




Hul, Corinth was, at the time of Zpul, 2 great
city in another respact. Thouzh it had lost lts
lmportance os a great mllitary fortreas, the city
was a great commcrclal center. It was called "the
bridse of the sea,"t? and spoken of ss the "gate of
the Pelovonnaesus,"* It was the crossrosd of the
comaralal vorld of that time. ihother from the
north or the south, from the east or the went,
trode and commerce most llikely would have passed
over that 1llttle Lkethmus in Gresce and ba handled
by the morehants of Cordinthe

daturelly, this bad an effect unon the culture
end eivillizalion of Corinth. As Faul walked along
the stresots of the city, he muet have sesn ths ra-
nouned stadium and Thoetre where thosze famous Co=
rinthian gumes were celobrated, o witieh he hos

ich freouant referencs in his writinss. Se heheld

=

o
the richly decorated temples e&nd the highly orno-
mﬂﬁted stetues which wore dedicatod to the sensuous
relizicn of the Corinthians. Suraly, the srandeur
end beauty of these marvelous atructuress would

nake one stop in awe and emazenient.

13, by findar. Conybeare and ilowson, gn. alt.,
P. 3508,
Yia by denophon., Lm.

Cvrraa— |




But, such grandeur and heauty ware only out-
wvard and superficial. #As one looksd at the peopnle
who lived in the ciﬂy, an altogether dliffarent pic-
tores prosented itselfs DBocause of lta sreat come

moree and huze weslth, psople from all over the

‘world were attracted to it. There were advegatursus

Granks and nlzasure-sceking Homans. There were
comnarclal rhoenlcigns and monaoy-mad Jows. There
wore ex-soidisrs and sellore, philosophers and
tracdaegneonle, merchants and hucksters, freedmen
and slavza. %The olty was & melting not of nation-
alitiea, and, dues to this fact, Corinth was in-

Fanougly knovn Tfor its fmmorality &nd sonsucusneas.

rs

Imasine Liverpool and Brighton, withe
out a toveh of Christian influenco, rolled
in%n one, and you have Corinth. Ther were
traders, mark you, not monuizcturers =-
HDHQ?-ﬂ"ttEPS' not oroalors; engsjed not
in 'orodueins' (whieh recuires invantion
nnd implies education and culture), but in
trensferring articles from osne plece to ane
other (wrieh recuires little educatlon ond
lase culture). lere money=-grabbing i1s not
olevating, refining, or norally braecing.
Ther were plezsure-mad ton -- that ves
thelr razetlon from toil. Urunkennass
and dehauchory =~ temples dedicated to it,
nrlestosses devotad to licensae. Ghen
your life-vorlk is ou a lowv moral plane,
your recreation is ceriain to be oa a low=-
er one etlill.ld

Thig Vanlty Yair can bhe comperced to modorn Farls

15. Il.ii, Hlaweis, Christ and Christlanity,
n. 1227,




(in 1ts worst aapects). Sensuallity, drunkenness,
and extortion were co'mon sins of daily occurranée.ls

Hare, 1n this city of lewdness and immorality,
of ;rnnsbdinhoneﬁty and crying sins, the Apostle
Yaul presached the meseszs of Chrlat Cruciflied. [He
rarely stayed in any oliy as long as he did in Co=-
rinth, OChrist was the Savior even of publicans
and sinners, hence even thls stronzhold of inigulty
and viece was %o b2 conguerad with the Josnel of

Chriot.

Panl d41d not work in vain, God hlessed his
labora. Hdot only was a congregation sestablished in
Corinth, hut a numbar of churches ware founded
throushout tha whola rexlon of Achais, (II Cor. 1, 1).
lia becane extremaly fond of these congreszatinns
and greatly lowved the converts whiech he had galned
there =- Josthenes, ths synasozue official (Acts 13,
17); Crissus, Galus, and Stephanas, who were among

nose nriviloged and honored to be baptlzaed by the
Apostle, (I Cor. 1, 14. 15.); Friscilla and Aqulla,
who ware ao devobed to the great misslonary (Acts 13,

1#); Phoshe, who dalivered Paul's letter to tho Ro-

16. John Th, Muellsr, The Church af Carinth,
D. 15. “So vile wns the dchauchery per petuated in.
the citr that the verb "Rorinthiszesthel,' or to
do a thing in 'Corinthlan quyle,' beeceme a synanym
for %he most vicious immorality.”




mans, (Hom. 16, 1). These, together with the many
others vho in the mldét of a licentlous town rose .
to the bhigher levels of a2 1life influenced by
Ohrist, wera the Tirst ristoric and immortal fruits
of Achala.
But a congregation in the elty of Coriath uas
bound to have its problems and nerulex}tiaa. Bue )
to theoir bhaeksround and thelr surroundlags, thess
woak Christions would be like reede shaken in the
wind. %They had to be »rotected and nurtured in

ardayr that their falth might grow strony end firm. 1

iith these faets ln mind, we oan g2e the zZreat ;
- i
concern which favl had for thase Corinthian Chris- ,

tians. VWhon thsy cane to him wibhb thei? misundar=
atandinge and guestions, Pavl, as a faithful page-
tor, imnediatol set himsel® %o the task of answer-
ing thalr questions and solvinz thelr problema.

for thes~ reaszons he wrote what are nov called First

and Sacond Coriathlans.

Ther ars the letters of a mastor to his congre=-
satlon. They sive the gulding princloles and the
anawars to nany of the dquestione and problems whlch
vex also the Christian Church of the Twentleth Cen=-
tury. Throush these letters espeeially Jaul stlll

sorven as 2 pastor 4o the Chureh ol todayve.



Chanter Ona
"Anbaseadors for Chrigt!"l

Paul's Position concarning
the
Office of the Hinistry.
The office of the ministry has bean institu-
ted by none other than God Himoelf., Lt wea not de=
vised by human wiadom, nor ls 1ts institution call-

ad Tor merely in the interaest of good order. But

ind Iline=lf has set un this oi'fice in the Church.
The preat Apostle reallzed that the eall into the
minisgtry was dlvine. I3 saw that the authority of
his holy of'fice rested on God 'imself. tHe thus

" (I Cor.

ealls hinnelf "an enostlo of dJdosus Christ,
1, 1; £X Cor. 1, 1). The Lord Himselt had called
him into this office. He was a "ehsson vessel"

untn the Lord, to hear the name of Christ before

tho Gantlles, (fcts 9, 15).

4 n result of this divine call, faul was an
"amhaasador for Christ,” (II Cor. 5, 20). In the
entire nerfornonce of his paatoral oifice, he was
acting not In his own sterd, but was ths raepresenta-

1va of Chrigi. He was & "worker tozether," a ser-

1. Ii Cor. b. 20.

ke
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vant of Christ, carrylng out the orders and come
manda of hls Lord and Savior, (LI Cor. 6, 1; I Cor.
5, 9).

As the game time, laul realized that he uas
not the lord and ruler over the gonzrasation. The
pastor is o manager 1n the church of God. I[lls only
raal concern is the salvation of sin-lost souls,
(L1 Cor. 11, 2f.). Continually he must think of,
and be conceraed about, the spiritual welfare of
those who are eantrusted to nis cors.

Fe had heen called by God and acted in lils
astead, but =tlll Faul knew that he was the servant
of hic congrezation. He paid, "Hot for that we
have aominion over your falth, but are nelpers of
gaur jov: for hy faith yo stand," (IL Cor. 1, 24).
Ho saw the correct relationshlp of the pastor to
his eonsresstion. He t91d his people, "Therofore
1ot no man slory in men. For all things are yours;
ihether Panl, or Anollos, or Cephas, or the world,
or life, or death, or things present, or things to
come; all are yours; and ye are Christ's and Christ
is Cod's," (L Cor. 3, 21 - 23), and also, "all things
are for your sakes," (Il Cor. 4, 15). The sover=
elgnty of the conzregation never must be usurped.
To do so is to act contrary to the will and the

word of CGod.
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Such must be the position of every true pastor
of the Gospel of Christ. IHe, too, is an apostle
of Curlst. The czll which the pastor receives
from & conzrogatlon ig the means which God now uses
to make for Himsell chosen vessals which ars to
apread the Uood Hews of salvation. The samc call
then also makes the pastor the servant of hls con-
srezation. If he keeps these facls in mind, then
the nastor ig, 1llke Paul, a true anhagsador for
Chrisat.

“iloreover it is requirad in stewsrds, that a
man be found faithful," (I Cor. 4, 2). Hore, we
hava the esasntial and most lmportaent auallilfication
o the pastor of the church., ile must be found
Talthiul. Pastors are stewards -- stevards of the
myatorics of Cod, (I Cor. 2, T; 15, 51). "The thing

' that one he found

gouszht in such stewards is
trustworthy or relianle'".?
There 2lsn will be a day of reckoninge This
Fact must never eacane the mind of the pastor.
Paul warnae 21l pastors that, as a steward nust =live
an account of hig .stowardshin, so also will the >
e

ministars of Christ be held acecountable. Zvery

man's worc shall he made manifest; Tor the day

2, R,0,H, Lenaki, Internrotation of I and iI

Corinthisns, p. 164.




shall declars it, beceuse it shzll be revealed by
fire; ond the fire shall try every man's work of what
sort 1t is. I any man's work abida whiech he hath
built thereupon, he shall receiva a rewerd," (L Cor.
Bs 13 1be) e
The Lord does not demend. that the

pastor be the most learned or the most

accomnlished man in the vworld, . « « but

that he be 'falthful' in the use of the

talonts and the time and the opporitunl-

tles which tho Lord has glven.”
What an exanvie of sueh faithfulness is found in
the Apostle Faull

In order that the ministry of a pustor mizht
be eifactlive, it nuﬂt‘alsa be ﬁlaﬁeleés. Paﬁl
warng all pastors not to glve offense and causa
their decds to hindsr ths w&rk of their offigce. low
Paul ;uarﬁﬁd ageinst thls very thinge Fe suifered
herdghilng rather‘than_pewmiﬂ his conduct %9 be the
cuune Lor stumblingz. e even refused to accept any
salary from the Corinthians, (II Cor. 11, 8), in
orier %o make sure that no one would take ofiense.
Hevre is, truly, 2 great sermon whlich Paul preaches
to 2ll pastors. "When the ministry is bloned, « « o
mon's hearts ere closed to its appesl, aad ihe

cause of {he Gospsl end oi Christ sulfers. 4

3. dobn li.C. Yritz, Easioral Theplo=¥, De 19.
4. Lenaski, 90. oik., p. 10063,
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Still, in all of his vork, Pavl showed great
and true humility, (II Cor. 10, 12 - 14). He
magnified hils office, (II Cor. 4, 5), bhut aluays
humbled himgelf, All that he accomplished was
"according to the groce of God which was in hin,"

(L Cor. 3, 10). With his examnle of word ond deed,
faul rominds all pastors that they are "ministers
of Christ," (X Cor. 4, 1), that 1s, they are "under-
rowers" in the ship of the Church. Thay must

nevar think that they can take the ploace off its

one and only Captain, Jesus Christ.

Another ol the mreat qualifications of 2 pase
tor, whleh Zanl exemplifled, is endurins natlence.
Liow often he aould have Telt that he was wasting
bls tines Yhen he preached ln the synazogue, ﬁha
Jews rahalled against him. %Whon he had left hia
nembers, alter he had lastructed them, they Tell in-
to g9 many of those orrors againat whiceh he had
warned them. Butb s61ll, beczuse of his great lovae
and affection for God, for the Gospnel, and for these
Corinthians, he porsisted. Difficuli problsms
eontinually arbse, but with endurance and patlahcé
faul helpeod them solve thelr difficulties. "The
nastor dara not expect that he con aivays rezap ae
" soon as he has sovn. He must glve the word time to
© grov and to riven,">

5- i"ri'i'.z, DDe. m-, De 19.
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St11l, 1in dealing with hls people Faul showed
great tact. Think sf all the faults for which
Ppul had to chide the people at Sorinth. Yot, he
eould pen the words, "Out of muenh aifliction and
ansuish of hasart I wrote unto you with msny tearsg
not that ya should be grisved, but that ye might
know the love which L have more abundaantly unto you,"
(LI Cor. 2, 4). He always approached hls msubers
as Christlans, as children of God, as “salnts,"
(£ Core 1, 2), as the “"echureh of God," (iI Cor. 2, 1).
lia never snoke down a2t the wesople; but aluavs pleaded
with then, (il égr. 10, 1). Iis whole aporoach to
all of the nrobleme of Mlrst and Second Corinthlans
can seprve all nastors 2s o greal lesson in tact.

Tha purnose of the off'ice of the ninistry ls
to oreneh Lha Gospal of Churist. +vaul was "deter-
minad not to know anything . « . save Jesus Unrist,
and him crueificd,"™ (L Cor. 2, 2). The central
thousht of everr sermon whleh ha preached was the
cross of Jasus. To make knoun.thla nasoage must
be the themz in the ministry of every true ambassador
for Christ. He must reallize that the z2ll-important
factor of the ministry is not the man which is in
1t, but rather the measaze whleh ls preached. 15 ¢
ha wishaee to bé a true minister, then he must

preach "Christ's Gospel," (IL Cor. 2, 12). If he




is poing to glory in his apostleship, then "let
hin glory in the Lord," (I Cor. 1, 31).

Sut thls Gospel has & much grezter slzalilcance.
Thig mansasge of Chrlist Crucified is the only wmeans
that can save the sianer from eternal damnatlion.
For "if nleased God by the fooliskness of prezching
to save them that belleve," (I Cor. i, 21; I Cor.
15, 1f.)« Here are the blueprints which give to
the lost sinner the plan of hils salvation. Hare
are the means, ths only mwans, whereh: the power -
of God can come into his heart and bring to him
thet spirvituald wisdom, which is foolishness to the
world. lHove is salvation for einful monkind, (II Cor.
5, 18Tf.).

Realigins this, then, every pastor must see
to 1t that he presches 211 and only this Gospeol.
With Paul, he will be detormined "to presch the CGos-
nel of Christ: not with wisdom of words, lest the
eross of Christ should be made of no effect,"
(L Cor. 1, 17). "The pastor is not to be a phllos-
ophar, humanitarian, or soclal reformer. OChrist
1s more than "the zreat miracle-workingz Provhet of
Gtod, tha moral Hef'ormer, the Revealcr of new truth,
the Lawciver of & nsw spiritvel kiangdom, or -the

E¥xannle of a divinely perfect 11fe."6 The pastor

3. Spence and Lxell, on. elt., p. 44,
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ls the ambageador for Chrlast and must preach Christ
as the parsonal redeemer of all men.

Tut Faul was also & Very wise tezcher. lie
kKnow that the pastor, evon when he presches the
Gospel in all of itz truth and purity, can atill

make it of none effect, if he fuils %o observa the

orinclinle of preaching 'f;rst things first,' He wust

ha ahkle to:asply the Word of God rightly. He must
be able to know which curine word must he ziven
to his naonle.

There ere two th|ﬁ13 of supreme im-
nortance in the work of o doctor or phy=-
sieian: one, understanding the nalady,
and the othar, oroviding the remedy. LI
that he true, surely Paul was & groat doce
tor of the soul. Ilow he understood the
malady of human life and blstavy and,
thank God, how he undarsiood the great
remady that hae been provided.

How well Paul's word ol advice can be follow=-
ed: "I have fed you with miliz, and not with meat;
for hithorto ye were not able to bear it, nelther
vebt now are ve ablei" (I Cor. 3, 20). 'eak peonle
cannot be expected to sat strong food, nor ean new
converte be sxpected to have a Lfull and matunre
understandinz of all the truths of Uod's word. The
pastor nust glve hls neovle the rigzht food at the

rizht tive, so that none will recelve spiritual

- - - -y - S e - e G S
.

7. . Camubell Jom,un. The Corinthian Letters
2f =i, Xaul, n. 52.




indigesticn. Then he, too, 1s 2 true physilclan
of' the soul,

Another mrincinle which aéery naator must
follow, 1f ho wishen %o ﬁinlster eflfectively, is
that he must presont the mossaze of the Gospel in
all simplicity. Paul came "not with-cnticing words
of wisdom," (I Cor. 2, 4), but in simpliclty and
godly sincerity, (IL Cor. 1, 12). Ehestorie and
oratory esn never eonveri 2 soull The porssaality

-

o’ Lthe pzsior muast alvaye remalin in the bhacksround,
ao that the person of Christ may he scan hy all.
Olanr, simple, and plain preaching of the Gospel

, (I

is the mosi efigcetlive II Cor. 11, 6. Te)s Zhen

it is easlly understond by all and tthe pastor 1is
thus Lulfilling his task of bringins the Gospel
o everyone.

In 211l th'ngs Faul was nindful of this fact
that he wae @ minlater for Chriet. To be sn apostle
of Sod woe a hinh privilege, but 1t was also a great
rosponsibhility. So must the pastor of today always
keap in mind, that in the many tasgks whilch he must
perforn in his office, 2and in the serious obllzations
whieh are reculred of him in the ministry, he must
do all thinzs as a faithfvl vessel of tne Lord. If

ha ean say wisth Pawl, “"For we are not as many,

which gorrunt the word of “od; but as ol sincerlty,
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but as of God, in the sight of God speak we In
Christ,"” (1i Cor. 2, 17), then he is a true am-

bassador Tor Christ.




Shaptor Ivg
“Is Chriet Dividege?"l

Paul's Exhortatlon concerning
the
Unity of the Church.

The existence of factions was one of the ser=-

1ous problems which affllicted the Corinthian church.

They stressed the unimportent and forgot the really

important mattera. !lowvever, as Paul had laid the
foundation at Corinth as a wise master bullder, so
now ha exblbits the sa'e wisdom and prudence in ap=
plving the message of God's Word to thils fault of
the church. la pleads with them, "I heseech you,
bretiren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,"

(L Cor. 1, 10). The Apostle applies God's lord as
a truly evansgellcal pastor must do.

Paul aoonslderad such & fectlous spirit as a
toerrible sin. Thouzh evangelical in his whole ap-
proach to this matter, yet he speaks very sternly
and f£irmly to bhis people, (I Cor. 1, 12ff; II Cor.
6, 147°f)., The true head and only foundatlion of
the chureh is Christ (I Cor. 3, 11). Thoerefora,

the ein of factlions is a sin against Christ !iim=

1. I Cor. 1, 15.
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self. For in doing so, the suthority end work of
Christ is set aslde. Wor that reason,

Faul preaches Christ, the one Lord,

the one Redeemer, the one fountainhead

of prace ln order that he may correct the

first and great trouble in the Corinth-

lan. congregation. Iow well he applies

the Goepel, the glad tidinzs of peace

and reconeiliation with God tbrough the

mediation of the erucified Redeeomor, to

rostors the Gor*gthians to unlty end

brotherly love..

Such a condltlon is also & violatlon of the
Gosnel of Christ. XYaul goes to the very root of
the matter, (I Cor. 1, 17ff). The reason why thers
are such factions 1ln the churchi is that tho natural
man ile offended by the simple preachlng of the
Cross. lle Taels that it 1s inadequate. Fride makes
him despise the Gospel of Christ. But Faul shows
us how to hridge these factions == how to hesal
these wounds. He advises us to declare this Gos-
pel in all pureness and simpllicity. The only cure
for Tfactlions and divielons in the church is the
simple, vet poveriul, messaze of Fhe Cne Christ
Crucified. Hothing will strenzthen the unity of
the church more than a firm and unfaltering declar-
ation of thls messaze.

Not union without unity in falth,

not the resolve to agree to disagree,
not syneretism in its varlous forms, not

2, HMueller, 99. git., p. 57.

e




T .E‘_;J";‘w
%+

21

extornal cooporation with indifference

to the doctrinal differances exletin:,

not, in short, any wisdom of man; only

the wlsdom of God, the Gospeld of Christ.”

In causing disunity in the church, the Co-
rinthlans 2lso lost sisht of the zrace which God
had hestowed upnon them. They had been lavishly
anriched in knowledge and had been blessed beyond
descrintion by the moodness of Christ. The truth
that they had baon brought into Christ's fold solely
and alone throuch the grace oi' God they had, how=
ovor, forsotten. They had dlsregarded God who had
rescuad them out of their hopeless state and in-
stead exalted thamselves and became proud. But if
Christians wlll be utterly humble, then they will
nlaco thenselves under the hand of God and will
zive all slory to Him for their converslon and
sanabtilication. Then divisions and factlons siﬁle'
cannot exlst.

Divisions in the church also dlsreogard the
Chriastien ministry. - True préachers are seorvants of
God, instrumenis in lilse hands; not sslf-called lead-
ers, nor authors of thelr own partlcular favorite
system of teuchinme. They are all of equal rank,

(I cor. 3, 8. 9.). ALl are called by the same

Holy Ghost, teach the same truth, and stand in the

3- Ml. De 59-
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same relationship. Christisn ministers are never
party leaders, (I Cor. 1, 5. 6.). These are all
noints of which the Corinthlana hed lost sizht.
Thoy had to learn that they must consider and heed
tha ministry, and not the minister as a2 person.
Than, true unity will be enjoyed.

From bezinning to and Paul used God's Word to
corraect the evil in the Church at Corinth. Hith
thelr lactious splrit and attitude of pride they
had disregarded their Lord and Savior, lils graclous
Gosoel, znd lils manifold blessinzs. But in each
inotance the Gosnel of Chrlst proved itsell as the
nowar of God which crezted in the Corinthians a
new hoart end reneved a right splrit within thenm.
Panl'e anpeal Tor Christlan unity wes not 1in vain.
Truly, a lesson of inastimable value which Faul

here teaches to the church ol today.




Chavter Ihreg

"Q Death, Hhere is fhy Stinz?
0 Grave, ihera is thy Vigtory?"l

Paul s Teaching concernlns
the
bpetrine of the Kesurrection.

The glory of our Christianity 1s
that 1t never views 1life as belng com=
plete in this world. It aluays has its

eyes lifted to the morning and zazes out
unon the eternities, recognizing that Ea
balong to eternity as well as to time.

It was necessary that the Apostle dwell upon
the subject of the resurrection, for the Corin-
thion church existed in an atmosphere which was
perneated wlith false teachings and phllosophies
concerning eternity and the life in the hereaf ter .2
Even to these Corinthlen 'babes' he fed this 'meat'

concerning the resurrection, in order that this

1. I Cor. 15, 55.

2. iorgan, aon. alt., p. 182.

5. ibid., p. 188. "There were three vievs
held by the Corinthian teachers and philosoahers.
LZplecureanism, Stoiclsm, and Platonism. Thare were
three distinct schools of philosophy, and they all
held certain views on this subject of resurrection
The poslition of the Epilcurean was that of blank
materialism. e denied any existence at all be-
yond death. The position of the Stolc was that at
death the soul was merged in Delty, and so the loss
of personality. Third, there was Flatonlam, which
insisted upon the immortality of the soul, but ab-
solutely denled the 1dea of bodlly resurrection,"

PR e
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doctrine mipzht also be to them the rock andé anchor=
azs ol thelr falth.

Paul declaree that the vory essence and heart
of 2ll Gospel pnreachinz 1s the death &nd resurrec-
tlon of Christ. "“For I dolivered unto you first of
all that which I also recelved how that Christ dled
for our sins accordlng to the scriptures: and that
he wes burled, and that he rose again the third day
according to the scrivtures,” (I Cor. 15, 3. &.).
If the pastor is to he a true preacher of the Vord,
than he must also proclaim that Christ died and
rose agein. lle dare not omit it, for then he
oraaches, not according to the Seriotures, but ace
cording to his own phllosophy. How, then, can any=-
one deny thle doctrine, when 1t 1s so claarly
tauzht in tha Holy Scoriptures?

BPut, since thls doctrine 1s so baslc and fun-
danmental, Paul mives additional proof for the cer-
tainty of Christ's resurrection. Ile lists the nu-
merpus wiltnesses which sau our Savior after fls rese-
urrection, before He ascended into heaven. ‘“lie was
seen of Cephas, then of the Twelve: after that, he
was geen of ebova five hundred bretiren at once; .
« « after that, he wvas seen of James; then of all
the apostles," (I Cor. 15, 5 = 7). Hundreds could

testify to this proven historilcal fact, that Christ
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rose from the dead. VWhat addltlonal proof was
necessary?

5tili Paul continues, "And last of all he .was
seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.
For I 2m the least of tpe anostles, that am not
meet %o be oalled an apostle, because I persecuted
the church of God. But by the gracs of God I am
what I am: and his groce vwhich was bestowed upon
me, was not in vain; but I lahored more gbundantly
than they 2113 yet not I but the grace of God
which vas with me," (I Cor. 15, 8 - 10). The rese-
urrection of Christ ls vroven by the amazing trans-
formation which took nlace in the 1life of Paul.
This was a miracle: IHe went to Damascus as the
great persecutor of the church, but, because of the
appearance of the resurrected Lord, he came back
from that city 2s the great missionary for Cirist.
Look at the life of Paul: Can you then say that
Christ did not prove Himselfl the victor over death?

In contrast, Paul also slves negative proofs
to bring out with even more clarity the certainty
of Christ's resurrection. "If Christ be not risen,

then 1s our preaching vain," (I Cor. 15, 14). To

deny the resurrection of Christ is to invalidate the

whole Gospel of Christ. Then, the iord is vold and

eﬁpty. Then, there is no value in it, no meaning

in 1%, no truth in it.

S e e e o
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lioreover, any proachor of righteousness, who
declaros a gospel wlthout the resurrection of
Christ, 1s a false witness. "Yen," Paul says, "we
are found false witnesses of God; hecause we have
testiflied of God that he ;aised up Christ: whonm
he ralsed not up," (I Cor. 15, 15). Such an am=
bassador lor Christ lles about God. IHe declarss
that Uod raised Christ from the dead, and if ils
was not ralsed, then lie has spoken an untruth. God
forhid that such & condemnation be spoken againat
any minlster of the true Gospel of Christ.

Finally, "if Christ be not risen, your falth
is vain: ye are yet in your sinas. %Then they also
which are fallen asleep in Christ ere perished."

(I Cor. 15, 17. 18.). The resurreotion of Christ
is the seal and the approvel of the entire redemp=-
tive work of our Bavior. Without the resurrection
from the dead, Christ could not be the redeemer of
the world. If He 1s not our Savior, then falth in
Him is useless and vold, then we have not heen
saved {rom sin, death, and the devil. Ve are still
lost and condemned sinners. Thaen there 1s no hope
for 1ife and sglvation, then those who have pre-
ceded us in death have perished eternally, and our
only hope is that we shall follow ;hem to the pleca
of everlasting separation from God. Truly, 1f this
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in our lot and our only hopa, then "we are of 21l
men most miserable," (I Cor. 1%, 19).

"ut now is Christ risen from the decd, and
bacome the first-fruits of them that slept." (I Cor.
15, 20). ¥What a plain, clear, definite, and zlo-
rious affirmation! Christ has been reised from
the dead. The apostles did onreach the truth of
God's VWord. Our falth is not in vain. Vo are not
in our sins. "For since by man ceme death, by
mon cane also the resurrection from the desd,"

(I Cor. 15, 21).

Humanity is organically united. The
death ol 1ts organlc head involves nccese-
sarily the death of the entire race. God
brinss redemptlon 4o the race accordlng
to the same oirder, according to which the
race lost splritual life. Give the race
enother head, -truly organlecally united
with 1t; and the 1life thet expels death
and overcomes corruption 1n4the head, wlll
dn the same in the members,

Thus Christ has become the "first-fruits of them
that slent." Just as gurely “"as in Adan all dile,
even go in Christ shall all be mede alive," (I Cor.
15, 22).

Concerning the nature and the time of the
rosurrection irom the daad; FPaul dsefinitely states

that it will take place on the Last Day. WUith

4, Henry Zyster Jacobe, The lLutheran Comwmentary
(Romans - @alatlans), pe. 128,

R R . TR

P Wt




28

Judgnent Day time ends. "Then cometh the end,"
(I Cor. 15, 24). In the twlnkling of &n eye all
hellavers are brought before the Judgment Seost of
Chrlst. The souls of the doported are once again
unitod with thae body, which has been brought from
the grave and has been changed inte a glorifiecd

body, (L.Cor. 15, 35ff). "It is sown in corruption;

it ig raised in incorruption: it is sown in dig-
honor; 1% ias raised in glory: 1t is sovn in weak-
noas; 1t is ralsed in power: A1t is sown a natural
body; 1t 1s ralsed & spiritual hody," (I Cor. 15,

42 = 44), Those wvho are living on the Last Day
will be transforned lmmedlately and directly from
this corruptible hody %o one whlech is incorrupt}bln,
(I Cor. 15, 51). Thus Paul enewors for ail Chris-
tians the gmreat questlion, "How are the dead raised,
and with what bodies shkall they come rorth?" (I Cor.
15, 35). Death is mareoly a sleep, & portal through
which we zain entrance into an eternity of bliss
and heppinees hefore the glorious Lamb of God.

How grand and how sublime le this doctrine.
Wihat comfort and assurance‘ia derived from the
teaching of the resurrectlon: {hat wonderful re-
aults will follow in the lives of all Christlans,
if they firmly believe end preach this message.

The Christian then remains steadfast, unmoveble,
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elwvays aboundinz in the work of the Lord, for our

lzbor will not be in vain in the Lord, (I Cor.

. 15, 58).

Dare a true ambassador for Chrlst deny this
wunderful.and assuring message of viectory over
deatt throush Christ? MNay raether, he must declare
it, 8s did Pavl, with all zeel and fervor. Iie
will be foreed to shout from the housstons,

C death, where is thy sting,

O grave vhere is thy victory, . . .

But thanks be to God, which giveth us ths

vietory throush our Lord Jesus Christ.
(I Cor. 15, 55. 57+)




Yy oy
g

Chanter Four
"Purze qut the 01d Leeven!"l

Paul's Admonition concerning
Church Discipline and Lxcommunioatlon.

How often we hear peopnle speak of excommuni-
cation as & process vhereby soweone 18 "klcked out"
of the church! Surely anyone who speaks in asuch
a manaer hag not learnad the true concept of Chrisge
tian church disciplina. How often pastors must bs
varned wot to fall into this pitfalll

The Christlan Church is not & olub,

whone members are &t 11berty to receive

oud reject whomesoever they chioose. It is

& pocloty of which Christ is the Hezd and

lord, and is bound to recelve thoss who

poscese Hip Opirit, and to relect those who
onenly and unmistekably srleve and outraie
that Spirit.2

The problem at Corinth was not that they were
zullty of over=strictness in church dlselinline, but
they had to he admonished because of thelr serlous
neslact. 4 member of the Corinthien Chrilstlan
church had committed 1ncest.3 Such fornlcation
was even an abhorrconce among the hesathen Geuntiles.

1l I Cor. b, Te -

2., Spence and ixell, 9n. 8lhe., P« 175,

B ;hlg p. Do 1651 . He was living uith his own
step-mother, 'his father's wife," (I Cor. &, 1).
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The Corinthiens, however, had permitted him to re=
tain the full rizghis and privlileges of membership
in the ocongrepgation. Instead of sdmonishinz this
man, thoy were "puffed up,"# rilled with pride
and booetlng.

Zhue we have presented the two extremcs. They
are Tound in various church denominations and sects
even today. One groun carries ouvt church discipline
in the strlotest form of legelism, while another 1s
completely lex. It is 2 problem whlch greatly
troubles every coansclentlous pastor. Yet, if he
will be ~ulded by the prineiples of Ysul and follow
hie nrocedure, many of the difficulties wlll be
golvad.

The first thing vwhich we must olways keep in
mind is the purpose of oxcommunicatlon. le must
realizo that we are trying to save the soul of an
individual who 1s on the verge of eternal damnation.
Ieul told the Coriathian Christilans, "Deliver such
a on2 unto Satan, . . « that the apirit may be
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus," (I Cor. 5, 5).

Church discinline is & use of the Law in 1ts sever-

4, Wueller, 9u. git., 0. 65. "Porbans the man
who was zullty of the crime wes rich, educated, and
influentisl. So glad were the Corinthians to have
him ag o member of thoir church that they were wlll-

ing to condono his slu."
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est form. With.lt we are tryinz to bring the sin-
ner Lo a reallzation of the serlovsness ol pis 8in,
to repentance and therehy to the Torglveness which
1s found only in Christ. Then our procedurs will
never hecome-a leg2listic ritusl, nor will it he a
nexlectad formule, VWe will use the Office of the
foys, this peculiar church power which Christ has
#iven to lilg church herc on earth, according to
the dircetions of our Savior and in harmony with
the admonitions of the Apostle faul.

Anothor reason for church disciloline.faul
stater in the following words: "“Know ye not that
& little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge
sut therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new
lump 85 ye are unlesvened," (I Cor. 5, 1. T.)e IEx-
aeommnleztlon of ilmpenitent sinners from tha church
nuet bhe exorcise& in order to weap the churech pura.
As = cancer must he removed Trom the bodv to orea=
gerve the 1lile of a pers:n, so the church must cut
out her sinnlng members in order to mreserve her
own spiritual life.

Jhich sina are grounds for excommunleation
from the Christian church? ~Paul also helos us with
this vexing question. He says, first of all, "I
wrote unto you in an epistle not to compzny with

fornicators," (I Cor. 5, 9). Under this term he
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includes every form of llcentiousness directed agzninst

the Sixth Commandment. How epplicable thils 1s to=
day! It 1s gnaving at the vituls of the home, the
church, and the state. Divorce, the sore spot of
our country, falls into this category. Immorality,
looae living, and sex offenses which are so common
in this deoy and age are an ahominatlon unto the
Lord and muat never be tolerated in Hls church.

Becondly, the fLpostle mentlons coveteousness,
(I Cor. 5, 10). This, too, is wide-spread in our
dave The man of todav so of'ten makes mammon his
aod and accumulates wealth by fair meansc or foul.
He delizhts in hls vicious idolatry. Such & one
in no namber of Christ and, 1f he menifestly dls-
rogards God's First Commondment, must be cut off
from the baody of our Lord =- the church.

Thirdly, the Apostle informs us that extortion
is a sin worthy of excommunication, (I Cor. 5, 10).
To take the zoods of enother by Toul means delines
this sin. A Christian cannot indulze in such sin-
ful practices.

If he enriches himsell at the ex-

pense of his fellov-men and especleally

of his fellow-Christians, it the sin of

underpaying hie workmen cleeves to his

conbelence and their cries of distress

rise to heaven, he becomes an abonlna-

tion in the sighit of God and an of'fense,

not only to his fellow=Cliristlans, but

also to the world at larze. _There is
no room in the Church for a Shylock,
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whose thievery and extortion stink to
hizh heaven. If the extortloner falls
to repent and ameng hls vidys, he must
bo excomnunlcated.
Fourthly, the sin of ldolatry is listed,
(L Cor. 5, 10). One who wishes to be a followar

of Christ and a member of His kiagdom must give his

vwhole heart and soul &nd mind over to Christ. Thore

¢on be no room for even the smellest form of idolatry.

To the clase of idolaters bhelons al-
80 thoee who are onsnared in the net of
lodgery, who, while worshlipping Christ at
church, deny Him in the lodze. .Hembershuilp
in the church means profession of Cariat,
end of Him alone. Those who continually
and dellberately deny the Savior beifore
men by participation in the ldolatrous
worshin of the lodge dlggrace [1im by their
vresence in the church.

Fifthly, Paul tells ve not to keep company
with a "reiler," (I Cor. 5, 11). A person who
habitualls is piven to slander and abusive speech
should ©all in the judgment of the church. Such
a one dishonors God and defames his nelzhbor. He
is not worthy of menbership in the Christion cone-

gregetion. This 1e a serious sln, which deserves

much warning and heeding also in the church of today.

Lagtly, Paul gives the sin of drunkenness as
one which must bhe dealt with in church Glselpline,

(I Cor. 5, 11). How prevalent ané free is the flow.

5. Ibid., p. 69.
6. Ibid., pD. O9f.
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of strong drink: It is the downfell of millions
not only physlocally and socially, but espnsclally
spiritually.

Uoon & celose exomination of all these sins
listod by Paul, we cee one common denominator.

All of them are gross transgressione of the Law of
God and offensaes ogelnst Christ. They are sins
wi:ich are public and open, (I Cor. 5, 1). By these
sina the church has been disgraced and Christ has
been blasphenod. A person guilty of such trans-
oraseiong in reality hzs condemned himself. In
Judring such 2 one the congregation need not fear
that they are misjudgzging or commltting error.

such manifest sinners must be excluded from the
Uhpristian congregation.

However, in the last analysis, 1t ls the sin
of imnenitence wirlch excludes an individual Trom
the church of Christ. No matter how sross or pub-
lic a sin may be, 1i the ginner 1s penitent aund
oromises to amend his siniful life, he is still a
member of tha Christizn congresation. On the other
hend, ii ho velfuses to accent the admonitlion dl-
reoted to him, he shows himself as an unbellever
in the slght of God, and renders himseli as a pub=
lican and a sinner in the eyes of the congregation.

Paul elso glves us tho mode of procedure which

1s to he folloved in matters of ehurch discipline,

2 S
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which gelf=gvidently means that he must be a
"brothor," (I Cor. 5, 11). Those outsida of the
church cannot be excommunicated. Thelr Judgment
1s directly in the hands of God, (I Cor. 5, 13).

Church disclipline also must be exercised by
tho whole cungregation. &£aul wriltes, "When ye are
gatherad togmether," (I Cor. 5, 4). NNot the board
of trustees, or the bhoard of eldars, or any factlon
or group == no, not even the nastor by himself can
exeommunicate anyone Ifrom the conzresation. It is
a power of the church, not of the ministry. Such
actlon cen take placo only when the eongrezation
ia in Tull assenbly.

Uxoommmaication is & very serious thing, for
in declurinz a sinner puiside of.the churech the
conzranation acts "in the name of our Lord Jesus
Ghriat,“ (I Cor. 5, 4}« It acts in the stead of
Chpist Uimgelf. They must make sure that they
follow the instructions of our Savior. Hut when a
sinner Fells under the condsmnation of God's Word
and is excommunicated by the church it is "as if

Chriet, our dear Lord deelt with us Himself T

T. Hartin Luther, Small Catechiam, D. %3. A
nortion of hls exolanation to the qugﬁtisn “hat do
you believe according to these words?" under the
general heading The Oifica of the useyes.
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In tho case of the incestuous men at Corinth
the diseclplinary actlon talken had a truly salutary
effect, (LI Cor. 2, 1 = 10). He sav hiz cin and
was taken once more into fellowshin. 4 genoral
awakenios ook plage in tho church ligelf and a
nevw allelt relgnad in the congrezation.

Thus it should be today. Ths best worklag
churchas are thosa whore diseipnline 1s aexercisad
in tha solrlt of Christ and according to His bHord.
Lt ia the solann obligotlon of the church, in order
that sinners nizht be saved and the church be kapt
ure, to "purge out the old leaven.” Thon we are
heeding the eommands of our Savior, comulylnz wlith
the liord of God, and following in the footsteps of

the Apastle Paul.




Chapter Flve

"Dape any of ¥ou £a g Lay
hafore ihe Unjuat?"l

“aul's Yarning concerning
Litigation.

"Dare any of you, naving a matter agsinst an-
other, o to law befors the'unjust, and not heloras
the salnto?" (L Cor. 6, 1). With these words Faul
onters into another of the great probloms which
nerplaxed the Christlans at Corinth. He zives his
varning conceraing litigation. lis treatment of
this matter ls masterful. It 1s worthy of the
elogent study by -all Christians.

T> talke our disputss wlth fellow Christians
and our nisunderstandings with brathren in the
falth to pogen courts is utier foollshness.. In a
few worde Faul shows its absurdit’. "Uo ye not
know Shat the saints shall judge the world? 4And
if tho world shall be jJudged by you, are ye un-
worthy to Judge the smallest maitters? ISnow ye not

that we shall judge angels? Iow much more things

that pertain to this 1ife? ITf then ye have Judz-

1. I Cor. 6, 1.
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ments of things pertainlang to this life, set then
%o Judse who are least esfteemsed in the churah,"
(I Cor. 6, 2 = 4). The Christians will cooperate
with Shrist on bhe Day of Judgyment in passiaz sen-
tence upon the eatire world. They will join with
Christ in asaerting the Faithfulness of the good
angels and in the oandaﬁning the rebelllon of the
avil splrits. Surely, the least 2monjy the Corig-
tians is oadowad wlth more apilritual tnowledge
thon the wisest of this world. Are we then zoing
%o aslk tha pagan and the heathen Lo nasz judzment
21 Whe snall and transitory thiagas of this worlda?
God Torbid.

in litigation not only do we &ct fodlishly,
hut wa "do wrong and defraud," (L Cor. 6, 8). To
aot in such a manner is to commit sin. Paul
nloccs this sin in the sane catagory with forni-
gaslion, idolatry, adultery, thievery, coveting,
drunkennass, revilling, and extortlon, (L Cor. 6,
9, 10.). OIf all thess sins, including litization,
Panl declaras that those suilty of them “shall not
lnherit the kinsdom of God," (L Cor. 6, 9). “"Those
who are dishonest and defraud othars, whethor un-

der the cover of the law or in any other way,

‘ahall mot inherit the kingdom of God."? The con-

2. Hueller, gu. glht., p. T6f.




40

demnation of God rests unon them.

Furthermore, Paul shows that parsoas guilty
of litls==atlon are not born again, are not true
Christlans, and therefore are still in thelr sins.
To such Faul's words could not apply, "But ye are
washoed, but yo ere sanctliled, but ye are Justified
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spilrlt of
our God," (L Cor. 5, 11). How can a person who
has been truly vwashed by the blood of Christ use
the iorece of the law at the expense of hls fellow
baelievers? Iow can a man who hes keen truly sanc-
tifisd by ths Spirlt of our God azsk the heathon
to settle his disputes? Ilow can one who has been
truly justifled in the name of the Lord Jesus o
t0o the aourts ol ths Gentiles? Such 2n inconsistency
cannot and must not be Im ths 1life of the individual
Christian, nor dare it exist ln the Christlan con-
srepation as such.

A word orlaxalenetion ie in plaes here. Faul
does not imnly thet a Ghristianlmay never uce the
courte or +the eivil law. This would be zoinz to
the ooposite extreme -- & thing which Poul always
avolded. "Christisns may indeed use the courts to
determine matters of fact in lav or to sue for

protection from the unsodlﬂ.“3 The courts ¢an be

Jo Zhid., p. T7
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appealad to in our deallngs with the heathen.
Thara we moat them on common gréunﬁ. Lav and or-
der are alsn gilts of God. Thereforc ths Christlan
doss not do wrong when he usea thils imstitution of
the Almizhty In his relations with the world.
: But hera Paul is inmpresslinz upon sur minds

he reletionshlp o ona hellevar to another. Iin
such denlinzs we ars a9ver (o transgress uhae spirit
and the law of brotherly love. The law of love,
and not the law of the land, is to ba thoe hasls
af all our actlons. Let love prevaili If nced

' and "rather suifer your=

be, "rather taie wroag'
salvasz,” (L Cor. 6, T), than to he guiliy of sin=-
ninz azainst the prineiple of trua Uhristian and
sincere brotharly love.

If we always kaep in mind these two lmportant
facta %hen Faul's queation, "Dars any of you go to

1lav before the unjust?" will snd can be ansuered
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Chanter Six
“'EE'"“]EE .Q.:. m HQJI Gh»ﬂﬁt-:“l

Paul's Appe?& concerning
sSanctity oEuihe Body.

Just as Christians are not of this world, but
etill live in the world, so aleo vere the Corin-
thion Ghristlisns constantly in danser of stumbpllag
Into many of the »itfalls which were nresent in
tholr eity. In this "Europesn Sodom"2 - licentioua=
ness and Lrmorality were niot only commonly prace
ticed, bhut they met wlth complete soclal anproval,.
The tomptatlon to follow the sinful example of
their heesthen neizbbors vas constantly present with
them. ¥or that reason Pavl had to remind thenm
and impress upon their minds that they were the
temui@g of the Holy Ghost. The need was traly great
for an apoeal concerninz the senetity of the body.

Pegul did not wellk about in the clouds in his
arc-umentation, but his prinelples and advice ware
doun ta earth, logicsl, and conerete. fie presents

it in this way: "Meats for the belly and the belly

1. I Cor. 6, 19.
2. Hueller, an. m-. De 78.
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for meats; but God shall destroy both 1t and them.
The body is not for fornication but for the Lord;
and the Tord for tha body," (I Cor. 6, 13). The
body was not made for food, but food was mede for
the hody. Ve eat to live, not live to eat! From
this commarieon Paul then makes the amplication.
God did not make tha body for fornication. The
arsunent that God made the sexusl distinctions and,
tharefare, it 1s risht and proper to lndulze in
goxual sratlificatlion has no grounds or defencse.

The truth is that the body belonzs to tha Lord, and
theraefore the Lord i1s for the hodr,

Our bnodles halong:ta Christ. This is true by
virtua of His great work of redemntion. Christ
not onlry naved our souls from sin, death, and the
dovil, but also our hodles have been ransomed by
the blood of Jesus. Sinoe "God hath both raised
un the Lord, and will also ralse up us by his oun

sower," (I Cor. 6, 1%4), we, not merely as splrits,

but as poraons are the children of God.

The body belongs to Christ as well
as the poul, and it is unlawiul to uee
the nronerty of another ageinst bhis con-
gsent and Tor the purooses which dlshonor
him. ©Our bodles should be inatruments
Por the nceomplishment, of Christ's holy
will. This truth realized, will seaunc-
%ify all the common relations in life.”

3. 11)lﬂ.' p. 73f.
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Also, Panl declares, "And the Lord for the
body," (I Cor. 6, 13). Vhat a marvelous dignity
Paul conflers unoﬁ the body of the Christian. Now,
as helisvers in Christ we are memhers of the body
of Christ, (T Cor. 6, 15). Christ now =ctually
twells within us hy virtue of the mystical union,
Tor those that are joined wlth the Lord are one
spirit with Ilam, (X Cor. 6, 17). Through the work
of Goa's loly Snirit we have heen made the tomples
of God. God's dwellings place on earth i1s now the
rodeomned hodies of the Christians. In olden days
“he temple at Jerusalem was the abode of UGod, hut
now wa, our hodles, are the habltation of the lloat
Hish., Therefore, this ahode and habltatlon of the
Lord must be kent morally clesn and pure. "Shall

I then take the maombers of Christ, and make them

the memhers of a harlot? God forbidi" (I Cor. 5, 15).

Another truth which must be rememberesd 1s that
the bodv will be raised on Judsment Day, (L Cor. §,
14). Heathen philosophers and modern atheists try
to deny this fact. But God's Word clearly and
definitely sweeps agside these false notlons. The
bodies of all men will bhe raised elther to ever=
lastlag zglory or to eternal ahama. Henece Chris-

t1ana should not abuse thelr bodies by sin, but

oraserve them in purity so that they may be pre-

i GNP T [r——| G
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pented to our Lord on the Last Usy unepotted and
unhlemishod,

Thie was {aul's appenl. How ur:ent mlso to=
day is this seme plez, "Flee fornication," (I Cor.
6, 18)¢ The peril of immorallity seriously threste
cne the very Toundation of osur spirltusl l1life and
>xlstonce. Sspeelally must the youth of ocur sge
realize this great denzer. For thet reason the
Chrisiion pastor nust continue to warn and to nake
thie same sppacl which Paul gave conceranlug the
ganetity of the body. Just as Paul showed the
Covinthiens that they muat have gud keep thelr
bodies os sanatified habitations of our Cod, so
nlno muet we plead with the members of Christ to
ﬁn continually mindfyl that thelr bodles ars not

Lla

thalr own bub ere the temples of the loly Chost.

s e i



Chapter Seven

Yaul's CUounsel concerning
Harpiage.

une of the great problems which itroubled the
Corintllan shristians was tho subject of marriage.
wuestlous ahout matrlnony would be inevitable. Ve
can well understand why thev would Jdemand of theilr
spiritusl shopherd and leader, the great fpostle
<avl, nore information in this matter. The viclous
imaorality wolch was so pravalaﬁt 1n their clty had

art 1ta morkg algs oun the holy estate ol wodioct.

[

~u their pagen phlilosophies the heathen bad gone 2
one of two cxiremss. *hoy regarded marriace either
os sonebl ng vielously sinful, from which it was
danirable Lo nan o abstain; o1 as souwebiriug sen=-
suously "holy," in which unresiralned indulgence
wao not only vernmitted, but even "gud-pleasiug.”
The Uorinthians were confused. sorI' that reason
they cone to Paul Tor advice.

Poul dld come tu the rescuc. ond we, the pas=

tors and Ghristiens of today, thank God that Jaul,

1. I Cor., 7, 30.
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with the help of God's Holy Spirit, could so ade=-
quately and directly answer those many questlons
which burdened the Christians &t Corinth. Theirs
are the sana.queations whiclhi come %o every pasior,
The oroblema of marriage are Just as prevalent
among Christisns of today as they were in the Chrig-
tian coasresation at Corinth. ©Svoh questlons as,
Yhat makes Tor a happy marriaze? How long does
narriacs last? Can a Christian get a divorce?

Uhat about mixed marrisges? 'Yhich is better, mar-

rinze or celibacy? sre cuestlonua not only which
the Ohristians at Corinth brousht to thelr minis-
ter Fonl to be anpwered, but also which devoutl be= j
lieveras of this day and age, seeking guldance and i
advice, continually bring to thelr pastiors. Faul's |
anowars and solutlions to these quesilons and prob-
1ams are directly anplicable in these modern times.
His sdvice to the Corinthians conceraning marriage
1s the sane counsel which we can =- yes Oust ==
use todav, _
darriage 1ls a dlvine institution. God created
Evs, presanted heor to Adam, end thus established
tho holy estate of matrimony. It is not good for
man £o he alona, and for that reason God gave to
him & wife. In order thei women might find true

Jov and hanpiness God has given to her & hushand.
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In ordor that hoth mizht enjoy real contentment
and & full 1life God has miver to them each other.

Tod told tham that they wore to be frultful end

multioly and replenish the earth. This was the
bagle roason for the estoblistment of thic estats.
Hlarrlaze wac for the propecetion of the human race.
And as with all of Nis creation, Cod locked upon
1%, and 1t was very good.

Sut then came the Fall. Sin entered the

world, and as evll taintod all of Goa'

s aoreation,
83 2lnd marriage waz blomiabed becouse of the 5
work of the dovil. How man le eoatinually struge
z1lin: with his humon desires snd drives. ie nust
eantinmally stirlve to keep thom in subjiection. Ba=
aanan 27 Lhiz fact maripiace takes on anothsr Hure
pose. Paul brings out this faet when he sava, "It
is mond for a man not to touch 2 woman. levarthe=
lesn, $9 avold fornlecation, lat every man hLave his
own wifs, sad let every womsn have her own husband,”
(L Cor. 7, 1. 2.). Hers Paul recommends narrlaze
t2 all as a neans by which man may best keep hine
sell’ pura,
If a person 1s without the rare

5ift of continence, it 1s his duty to

ennloy that means by which God hgs haan

nleased %o restraln and curbd man s de-

araved pasalons. This doass not debase

marriasze, as some have Ghousnb, bud
1t nregoribed that nrovision which
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Cod hea ordainsd for the weazkness of

man plnoe the Fall. Before the iall,

marriass wos designed purelv for the

procraation of the race. 3Sin belng une-

ltngwn, there was no unlawiul and loe-

ardinate passlon 4o ruckon with. But

after the Fall, marrisze aarves inci-

dentally also as a curb to the per=-

varted desires of men and as a sale-

suard of ourity.<

darriasge is truly one of the great giits

g '

wihleh God has miven to man. It has been sald that
marriaze is the only part of Yarsadise whioch we
still enjoy. Bul if we aras to reallze all of the
hapniness and all of the blessings of thls holy
ostate,. then we must use 1t &as God has preseribed,
11l we violate the Gode=glven regulations of marriage
then all that con be expected is sorrow and nisery.

ihe first fact which Jaul establishes is that
the divincly instituted form oi mairiage is monog-
anv. 2aul told the Corinthiane, “let every man
have his own wife, and let every vwonan have her
own hushand," (& Gor. 7, 2)s Faul, in accordance
with the whole Scerlpture, rogerds marriase as a
union of one man and one women. The twain become
ong {lash. L“heroiore, anyone who enters the mar-
tal union glves over hnis centire body to his spousa
and cannot traasfer it to another elther by bhilgamy

or hy any other adulterous relations.

2. liueller, 9n. git., p. 91

e e e L
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The other fact whict must ba kept in mind 1s
that Lf marriage 1s to be truly happy 1t reouiras
full cooperation and consideration in =l1 matters.
This is neccesesry also and especially in regard
to those privileges which the merried enjoy. Faul
sald, "Let the husband render unto the wife due
bancvolence: &nd likewlse a8leo the wile unto ths
nushand, The wif'e hath not power of her oun bhody,
hut the hushand: and iikewlse alec the hugheand
hath not power of his ovm bhody, but the wifs, Da=-
fraud ve not one the other, excopt it be with con-
sent for a time, that ye may zlve yocurselvas to

Tosting and praver; and come together smain that

Satan temvt vou not for your incontinency," (I Cor..

Ts 3 = 5)o With these words Peul decleres that
2ll of the affairs of marrieé life must be motl-
voted hy lovins ccoperation and consideration. If
cuch coneideration dictates continence, elther tem=
norar- or even nermanent, then such dictates should
and must be folloved. That is the requircment and
dnty of onch spouse. That 1s the key which will
hrins true and lasting happilness. This is so often
Torsotten, and is so often the reason for dilvorce.
far that reason all pastors, as did Paul, must im-
praess upon those who come to him with thelr marital

problems that due benevolence, cooparation, and.




conslideration ars the privileges, but alaoc the re-
cnivoments end dutlies of married 1life.
Conesrning the duration of meiriase Fevl in-

forme ue that 14 ends naturally with the deall of

Wiy

ONS BDOUEC. The wife ie bound by the lew as long
ce nor bushand livaebtibs but AT ber buchend bo Geud,
ake Ls at liberty to he married to wkhom she will,"
(L Cor. 7, 39). This should anever Tor us the
cuestion whetherr a gpouse may raneryy alfler the
donth of fie bhusbond or wife. Desth is God'e way
of bringing vedded 1ife 4o an end. The living
pariner Le then free and mey, i deslrous, marry
8.8in.

dow Zoaul tokes up the grest arnd vexin: orob-
lam of divovece. Uhen le divorce rightful and in
cocord with God's injunctlone?

Althourh the Word of God knows of
ouly one rightful cause for the dissolu-
tion of merriage: fornication, Matt. 19:0,
thers is, accoxding to the plain apostolic
stotement, L Cor. 7, 15 « « « @nother
¢raez in which the lnnoceut party may notb
ennel, but will 'suffer,’' the diseolution
of his or her marriaze, v wlit, when a
spouse deserits the other ‘maliciouvely,
1e8., With the nanifest intentlon of not
returnine to the ebandoned spousz, and
will not by any meens be persuaded 4o re-
+turn. Lo this case the innocant portiy,
of coursc, after having sscured & lezal
divorce, is according to the decloration
oi’ the apostle, L Cor. 7,315% no longer
“"undar bondace,” 1i.6., ne looger bound
to the lormer spouse (ui. Hom. 7il = 3)
snd must not be denled remarviace at a

LY P L ap—
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oroper time. Desertlon is in iteell

dlvorca! while fornlcation is not 1t= 3

gelf o dlvoree, hut cevse for 2 diverce.

It is also well to note faul's view concern-'
ing a separatlon. “Let not the wife derart from
her hushand: But end 1f she deperi, lei her re-
1in unmarried, or he reconciled to her hushond:
7 let aot the hushend put awey his wife," (I Cor.
T, 10. 11.). In cases of ineampetibility, cruelty,
non=gunnory, and the llke, a seporatlion cen be
made., FPut In themselvas, theee are not dlvorce

noi* srovnds foar dlvorce. In such & cose the mar-

rizm:o is s84%ll) in Tores and every eifort ghould bhe
mado to ef'feet a reconciliation. During such a
periad nelther party has the risht to remarry.
Sepereatlion ie not divorce, and & dlvoree cannot
he obhieined excent Tfor Piblical reasous. ior
that rezaon in the sizght of Cod they are sitill
married.

A vary perplexing aspgect of this sublect of
matrlzaony lg the zreet problem whilch arlass bDecause
2f mixed marriazes. The valldity of = union be- i i

tween o hoatheon and & Christian, or hetwesn two

neonle of differsnt falths and oreceds le recognized

hy God. It is a marrisgec It le not e to broken

e S S S S —

o Frité, DD. ait., p. 167,
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excent Tor those reasona which Scripture allovs.

To guch Zsul's sdvice can well be given. "I any
brother heth a wife that belleveth nzt, and she he
nlaased to dwell with him, lszt bim not put ber away.
Lnd tho womon which hath & hushand that believeth
not, and LT he be pleased %o dwell with bher, lat
her not leave hin. For the unbelieving husband 1s
sancbtified by the wife, and the unbelleving wife

1o sznotiTicd by %the bhushapnd: elso were your
children uncleon: but now sre they holy. But if
tte urtelleving depart let bim depert. & brother
or siaster in not under hondsge in eueh ecases,”

(L Cor. 7, 12 = 15). Mot only beeruse it wouid be
unacrintural  ts sain & divoree for suech & reason,
but alas for the snke'of the unhellieving annuse,
uhiah the heliever moy he 8ble to briaz to Christ,
and for the saze of the ahildren should 2 bslieving
spouse aonbtinue in such & narital union.

Houwavar, 2 word of warning must be given to
those who contenplate entering into such a »lixed
narriage. larriace not onl% should comnrise living
tozether ng one flesh, but 2lso should include a
unity o splrit end soul. FHow ocan two peonle live
tomether haonilv as ong i1f they are of differant
Taiths? A eomoleote unity cannot be accomnlisheﬁ,

and tholr lives both physically ond eplrituvally

bacome endansered.

T ITEEyErm——_ .




Chain two vessels together on the
ocaan, allowing them to be some yards or
even feet apart, and in the storm they
will soon tear themselves to pleces and
go down Into the deptha. DBut 1f you so
rivet them tozether that the twain will
be one, they wlll be mutual helns, and
they will, stand the tempest. 5o in
marrlage.4

Paul now turns to the other slde of this
problem. What about cellbacy? Is 1t somathilng

vhich 1is sinful, or is it more God-pleasing than

marriaze? Paul's advice to the married definitely

shows that marriage is not slnful and is not inferior

R P ST AT

to celihaer. But here Yaul does give certain ad-
vantézes whlch celibacv may aenjov under certain or ’
peculiar circumstances. The unmerried can durlng
nerisds of uacertainty and dlstress be spared many
of those diffioulties which cannot be avolded by

the warried, (I Cor. 7, 26. 28.). Ther alao are !

less likelr to set thelr hearts on the things of i

this world, (I Cor. 7, 29. 30.). To the married

the temntatlon may be atronger to set thewselves }
on the material things of this life =- the chlld- ]
ren, the home, the means of support, and the lika.
Finally, those who are unmarried can often more
eapily dedlcate themselves fully to Christ and

£reoly enzage in tho work of the Lord, (I Cor.

'(’ 32 = 34).

4, Spence and Exell, an. gi&., D. 231
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levertheless, Faul. doee not go to either of
the axtremes on this subject. PBoth celibacy and
marriase are glifts of God. ile who has the zift of
continence, and wishos to serve God with hls whole
1ife, does sop with the hlessings of God. DBut he
who wishes to marry, also “dosth well," (I Cor. 7,
35 = 37.) ]

At this point Paul turns to the parents. He
also has words of advice to them in thls matter.
Farents too have power and authority with regard
to the marrlage of' thelr children. Their consent

“Eet

also 1s reoulred. Children are not merely to
married," but are to be given in marriaze by their
perents, (I Cor. 7, 38).

Hut this does not mesn that the parents have
the comnlete authorlty in the marriage of thelr
children. They must aleo take into conslderatlon
the feslingze of their chlild. They dare not force
thelr of'fspring to marry whom they please, or re-
fuse to glve their consent when they have no Just
or valid ressong. This would be a misuse of thelr
pover and authorlty.

St111 they may gulde and direct their child
in bls or her cholce of & spouse. They nay ex-
neet thelr son or daughter to choose one who 1s of

the same faith end who leads a 1ife whilch 1s pleas-
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ing and acceptable to God. I# such is the choice
then they can -- yes sghould =~ glve their consent
ond blessings.

Suech 1s the advice of Paul on thls whole sub=
ject of marriage. He does not say that you must
narry, nor does he declare that you dare not be
marirled. ile doos not even say that one 1s better
than the other. Such must be the attitude of every
vastor. Fe dare not fully advocate ona to the ex-
clucion of the other, nor comonletely disavow one
without consideration for the opvosite. Harrlage
and cellbacy stand slde by side. Under certaln
clrcunstances he may soe it to advise cellbhacy,
while in other instances he too may say with faul,
"iot them marry." If he follows thle same approach
which Uaul used in his counsel concerning marriage,
& pastor. ean he assured that he is glviaz the best
marital counsel which can be found, for it is the

advice and muidence of none other than God's own

Foly Spirit.

ol A nl by g o s o L m el i o e
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Chapter Eight
"All Thincs are Lewful, but not Expedlentt"t

Panl's Instructlions concerning
Christlan Liherty.

Uno of the special problems which perplexed
and confused the Corinthlans Christians was the
metter of "touching thlngs offered unto idols,"?
(£ Cor. 8, 1). For the Corinthians this was a
very seriousn matter. Because they lived in a
pasan elty whlch waa constantly bringing them ine
to contact with this perplexing and coniusing
nroblem, they came to their pasior rfaul for sane .

and aobher advice.

Paul treatezd this question in a truly master-.

ful manner. He showed hls great mastery by the

fact that his utmost concern was not so much with
this partioculer problem but rather with the orin-
ciple which-wag involved, 1.e., Christian liberty
in matters ol adlapnhore. He stoted the principle

wlth an understanding, clearness, and precislon

1. I Cor. 10, 23. “

2. Hueller, ed., Concordia New Testement with
Notes, p. 4635. 1.0., "the flesh of animals esac-
rificed to idols, on which the offerers and thelr
friends Feasted in the 1dol's temple, verse 10,
and wh&ch was sonetlizes sold in tho market, chap.
10:25.
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that plainly proved him a divinely inspired apostle
and & true servant of Christ.
While to-day we do not have cases

such as these,” the principles set Torth

by the apostlo are of wlde and dally

apnlication to questlons perteinlns to

amusements, soclal affalrs, pleasures,

ways of spending Sunday, kinds of pro-

fesslonal pursuits ona may follow etc.

In our mingling wlth soclety many quaese-

tiong arise which are simllar to those

thot eonfronted the Corinthian Chrig-

tlans and ahout walch there is na4def-

inate asresament amonz Christiens.

Yor that reason thase chapters of First Corin-
thians, (chapters 8, 9, and 10), on the subject of
Uhprigctian liborty are of the greatest importancs
of the pasior ol todave.

Faul very tactfully and effectively streseas,
first of all, that Christlan liberty must not only
be vieved and Judged from the point ol mere know-
lsdne. novledsme only nuifeth upt (I Cor. §, 1).
It usuzlly brings with lteeli srrogence and con-
celt. A man who has such knowledse, which vaunts
only 1tself, in reality knows nothing vet as he
ought to know, (L Cor. 8, 2). lie is an lgnoremus
in rezard to this basic principle of Christianlty.

3. llorgan, 22. @lh., pe 106« The author glves
an extroordinary example where the subject of offer-
inz meats to idols had direct meening in nisslonary
work An China. : .

A, flueller, an. ait., p. 9l1f.




B

On the other hand, however, "cherity gﬂi—
fieth," (I Cor. 8, 2). Love, toward God and also
toward his nelghbor is the true mark of a real
Christian. Herely‘knowing that all things are law=
ful for the Christian is not enohgh. But having
true love and brotherly ohapity in those matters
of adiaphora is the characteristic of a true child
of God. kExpediency will often require the stronger
Christlan to refrain from certain thiﬁas for the
sake of the weaker brother. He 1s kind and con-_
siderate toward the weak falth and sensitive con-
selence of his fellow believer, (I Cor. 8, 7 - 13).
The true Chriatlan realizes that, while all things
are truly lawful for those who have been freed -
through the blood of Christ, yet all thinze are
aot always sultable or advantageous. Theralore,
knowledze is not the only motivating nowef for our
actlons, but charity must rule 1ln all matters.

To 1llustrate this principle of Christlan 1lib-

erty Paul uses a personal example. lie shows the

Christians that he truly ‘practices what he preached.’

lie tells them, "2m I not an apostle? #m I not
free? Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? Are
not yve my work in the Lord? If I be not an apostle
unto others, yvet doubtless I sm to you: for the

saal of mine apostleshin are ye lin’ the Lord., HMine
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answer io them that do examine me 1s this: Ifiave
we not power to eat and to drink? Have we not
poway to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as
other apoatlaes, and as the brethren of the Lord,
and Gephas? Or I only and Barnebas; have not we
nover %o forbear working? (I Cor. 9, 1 - 6). In
other words, Yaul emphagizes that he was fully en-
titled to ask for support from bis Corinthiau
Christians. The right to do this was hls! This
he proves very conclusively. First of all, 1t was
the common right of the avoastles to be supported by
their congregations, (I Cor. 9, 5).

Again, the right to ask for support is hased
on the unlversal orinciple of remuneration for
ssrvices rendered. In every professlon the laborer
ie worthy of his hire. 7The soldler expects to re-
celve his wege from his government. The man who
has a vinevard hes the full r'zht to eat of the
fruit thereof. The shapvherd cea enjoy the heneflts
of hig flock, (I Cor. 9, 7). Even so sbould a
minister recelvae a reasonable compansation for his
work end labor.

This claim of Peaul is also based upon the law
of the 0ld Testament, (I Cor. 9, 8 = 10). There
God Himsell lnstructed lls people, "Thou shalt not

muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the

B 1 et G e A, o e

A E =314}
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corn," (I Cor. 9, 9). Ho one challaenged thls
rliht of the ox to recelve his food. Iiow much
more 1s the minlister of the Gospel to recelve his
compensation!

¥inally, Faul shous that in the Uld Testament
the nrieste of the temvle were orovided for by
dei'lnite losale legielation, (I Cor. 9, 13). The
oriests and Levites who conducted. the religlous
services in the Yemple were supported [rom the of=
forings and contributlions which the children of
Lgrael brouzht to the fiouse of God as sacriflices.
S0 shall the pastors and ministers of the Hew Tes=
tement recelve thelr support.

Pgul suma it all up vhen he sa o, "Even 2o
hath the lord ordained that they whiceh preach the
=osnel shonld live.of the mospel," (I Cor. 9, 14).
This is God's express will and law. lle Himgelf
=uel antees thils right of supoort which Paul here
mainteins. Thot shovld ecompletely and finally sete-
tle the matter.

fiow Paul draws the important lesson. e says,
"aut I have used none of these thinzs," (I Cor. 9,
15;. Paul. sbetained from making use of this right.
Rather, he showed the greatest consideratlon for
his novly-founded congregation at Corinth. ZSecause

he dasired no glory, praise, or benefit for bhimsell,
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(I Cor. 9, 19), Yaul completely refralned from
recelving any compensatlon fronm thom.

Rathor, he says, "I made myself servant unto
2ll, that I might poin the more. And unts the
Jows I becare as a Jew, that I might maln the Jews;
to them that are under the law, as under iLhe law;
that I nmisht gain them that are under the law; to
them that are without the law, as without law,
(beins not without law to God, but under the law to
Christ,) that I misht gain them that are wlthout
leve To tha weak become I as weak, that I mizht
zaln the weak," (I Cor. 9, 19 - 22). Faul empha-
alized that ho completely abapained from the use of
hls right and Christlan liberty for tﬁia one graat
purnoss, "that I wmisht by all means save sone. And
this I do for the gospel's sake," (I Cor. 9, 22. ?3.).
Oh thot all pastors and ministers of Christ would
realize this great lessan which Paul here touznt so
vividliy, that ther be all things to all men, (L Cor.
9, 22), for the sake of the Gospel and of Christ.

Paul also ﬁaea an illustration from_actiwities
which were well=known to all the Corinthlans. ‘"Knaﬂ
ve not that they which run ln a race, run all, bdt]
one recciveth the prize? So run, that ye may ob-
tein. And every man that striveth for the mastery

is tenperate in all thinzs," (I Cor. 9, 2i. 25.) .
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How thrillinz it must have been for the Corinthisns
to hear Paul speak of thome famous games which

they loved go dearly. How readily they realized
the lesson which Paul was impressing upon thelr
minds. Theyr fully understood the point which bhe
was tryinz to emnhapize.

Ag in those Corinthian games, so also in Chris-
tian liberty one fact was important, l.e., that
anyone ovrasaring Tor them guard himself in his use
oi" Ynristian liberty. He must be willing to abe
otain from all things that might hinder him from
obtalning his. own sélvatlon or that.of others. Ee
muet not insist upon Christian libertr when the
aniritual welfare of a soul is at stake, elther
his ouwn or that of a brother, but must forego his
privilezes for the sake of the great nrize which
tha Goanal promises and offers. If this principle
1z followad then we are using our Christian libherty
ns God would have us use it and we are following
the agvice which Paul, as an apostle of Christ, has
given us in this metter.

Paul naw uses the Children of Israel in the
0ld Yestament as an example for the Corinthians,

(I Cor. 10, 1ff.). They are to sorve as a werning
azainst the abuse of Christian liberty. God had

recognized them as His very own heloved children.
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They had enjoyed the closest communion with their
heavenly rather. God had continually oresented to
them the answere to all their needs. IHe had supplied
them with food and water, and had continually
shovercsd upon them fls richest blessinza. Never
wvas 2 nation as privileged @s were the Chlldren of
israel.

But in return for the great hiesalags which
thoy had enjoyed at the hand of God, the Children
of Isreel contlnually murmured and grunbled against
their tGod, (I Cor. 10, 10). Instead of beins
falthful to their Heavenly FYrovider, they fell away
Fron Iinm and followed the idols of the haathen,

(L Cor. 10, 7). Instead of dedicating their entire
lives to the glory of God and to the sorvice of fils
name, they "sat dowa to eat and drink, and rose up
to play," (L Cor. 10, 7). They ocompletely abused
and misused the wonderful privlileges and great
blessinze which God had showered upon tnem.

"How all these thinge happened unto them for
ensamples: and they are written for our admonition,"
(I Cor. 10, 11). The Corinthians, too, were now &
nrivilezed naoovle in the sight of dod. Throush
the blood of Chirlist they had received the adoption
of sons. Becuuse Christ had conquersd sin, death,
end the devil, they were now the free children

of God.
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But they must beware lest they misuss the
liberty which was now thelra. They must beo warned
that they do not Lall into the same terrihls sins
of whiech the Children of Isracl were gullty. They
dare not ahuse the freedom which they now enjoy,
but must learn to use it cautiously and reservedly.
If they will lsern this lesson, then the example
of tha Israsllites of the 01d Testament has been of
benefit and orofitable for them. ‘Then they have
lesrned the true conecent and real meaning of Chris-
tian liberiyv.

But Yaul does not stop with merely rebuking
the abuse of this liberty. Ie now brings to his
Corinthlan Christians 5reat'words of encouragenente.
He smavs, "There hath no temptatlon taken you but
og 1o common to man: but God 1ls falthiul, who wlll
not sulfer you to bq_tempted.above that ve are
eble; but will with the temptation also malke &
woy to escane, that ye mey be eble to hear it,"

(I Cor. 10, 13). The lot of the Corinthlan Chris-
tians vas not &n easy one. Every phase of Chris-
tianity presented problews Lor them. Every doc-
trine seemed to involve difflculties.

But they must not fell into despair. Over
all of these tenntatlone and trlals there was still

a2 (God in heaven, who was watching over and pro=
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toeting His people. He will not let them succumb .
to the temptatlons, but will give them the sirength
by which they willl be able to stand un against and
overcome the snares of the devil. Thus also in
this matter of Christian liberty God would help

and sulde them so that they would follow the right
coursn. He would mive them such spirlitual insight
that theoy would be able to discern whon thay could
indulse in their libertiy, and when they were to-re-
froin for the sake of the weaker brother. Not only
doos Pzul's advlice help in solving this problem,
hut God ilimgelf will also come to our assistence.

Lg we study this discussion on
Christisn liberty, we agaln find that our
Church is in full accord with the prac-
tise whiech Paul prescribes to the church
a2t Corinth. Xaul inslsts on the ac-
Loowledgment of Christian liberty, as
ve do to-day. Ilie does not declare any-
thing to he & sin which God in Hlis Vord
doos not condemn as & sin. That, too,
is t"e practice of our Church to-day.
Yet faul warne the Corinthians most
enrnestly against abusing their Chrle-
tian liberty, through which their wesk
brethren miznt be offended. For the
geke of not «iving Just occaslon for of-
fense, Chrigtiane must be ready to de-
aist from all thinvs.that are not exped-
sant or do not edify., « « « AlL 1lie
tezching, warning, and exhortlngz our
Church does, as Y2ul dld, alone by means
of the Geospale . « o Simlilar evils as
those et Corinth are found here and
there in the true vieible Church of to-
day. But by God's grace there is with
us to-day also the precious balm which
God has given us for the healing.of sla-
slck manlkind -- the Word of God.

5. Ibld.,” ps 106f.
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Laxity in Christian practice is not what the
Apostle Paul herg advocaten. Rather, ho insists
unon a full and complete subjectlion to the Lord of
Gode But he also warns against every form of legale
1§n. Yhera fiod's Word does not speak thore we dare
not make denands upanuchristlana. In matters of
adlaphora, where Scripture 1s silent, each membor
of Christ has the right to exercise his Christian
Liherty. DBut in doinz so he must remamber the
varnins of Paul that thoush all things are lawful,
vet they ara not alwavs expedient. This is, and
even must bha, the zmuldin: prineiple which we must
fallow 1 wa are %o avnid any abuase of our Chris-

tien liherty.
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Paul's Advice concerning
Proper Church Decorum.

"Row I praise you, brethren, that ye remember
me in all thinze, and keep the ordinances, 2o I de-
livered them to you, BUT, . . ," (I Cor. 11, 2).
¥es, Paul could pay his Corinthian Christilans this
vory high compliment. Thaey followed him os good
sheep £ollow thelr shepherd. Stlll, he had to con-
tinue with that 1little word 'but.' Thoy were willing
%o Tollow his commandments and ordinances, which
vere hased on the Gosnel of Christ, but when it
cane o the practiczl appnllcation of the hasie
princinles of the Word of God, then they so often
fell by the wayside. Paul rendered praise where
praise was due, but now Paul must once again, in an
evanzelical manner, chide his beloved floelk. This
time he must hring to them advice concernini proper
church decorum. He must impress upon their minds
that "all things must be done degently and in or=-

der," (I Cor. 14, 40).

1. I Cor. 14, %40.
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Une »f tho poliats which cauged much dlstur-
hanca ig the Gorlinthian congregatlon was the posl-
tion of womon in the congregation. With thelr be-
havlior they wore of'ten the cause for ofilense.

They woers publicly praying and prophesylng. Thay
cane into the church with their heads ungovared,
(I Cor. 11, 5)s This was causing strife in the
congrazation. Thoralore the members of the church
gams 4o Yaul with this problem, as they had done
with so nany of tholr Aiffioculties, sacking true
and ssuud pastoral adviae.

Faul doma not hore speak of the spiritusl ro-
lationahip of voman, i.8., her relationsiilp to her
Gode. £In this she is equal to the man. She too la
a roval oriest in the priesthood of all bellevers.
Popl definitelr shows this in his othor eplsties,
{of. 3al. 3, 28). But hers Paul stresses her tom-
poral or sarthly reolatioss, l.e., hor dealinzs with
her fellow men. Yhen she becomes a Uhristian the
voman does not break off all of her relatlionships
with others in the world. &She 1s still bounda to
her rizhitful positlon in life, and that is in sub-
Joeetion 4o the man.

Paul bases this fact upon the divine order
whieh God Himself has ordained. "The hoad of overy

man is Christ: and the head of the woman le the
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men; and the hond of Ohrist is God,™ (I Cor. 11, 3).
Christ forma the center. Ohrist is the head and
we are all Mis sulmisalve members. So 1z the wo=-
man subject to the man. Vhen thas woman changes
thls order, she is nob merely alterinz 2 custom of
the human race, but she is tampering with the or-
dinances of God Himgalf. Rather than he gullty
of such a ssrlows trengression of the Law of God,
gha ghould lovingly and willingly submit to ths willl
of Uod and show this attituda 1n ths way she acts,
vas, oven in the way shs dresses, (I Cor. 11, 4%.).
Tha »ositlon of the woman is alas bassed on an
arxument from woral oropriety. Paul sava, “for if
the woman be not covered, let her also be shorn:
but 1T it he a shama for & woman to he shorn or
shaven, lst hsr he covered. For a man indesd ought
not to covar his head, forasmuch as hs is the Amage
and glorr of God: but the woman is the ;lory of
the man, i'or the mon 1s not of the woman, but the
woman of tho man. Helther was the man ereated for
the woman, but the woman for the man," (I Cor. 11,
5 = 9). A£lso outside obithe sphere of the church,
Paul argues, ®od hac established & certaln propriety
in man's vslation to woman. Even the unuritten law
in man's heort instinotively declares %o man that he

vas not created for woman, but the woman for man.,
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“od's sctlons also asree with this. He cre-
atad Tirst the man and then took woman out of man,
Man came Tirst, reflacting the glory of Und. Uo=-
man came naxt, as the glory of the men. She also
waF the flrst to sin, ond aleso the one sullty of
causing man to. fall into the gnares o2f iths devil.
Honceforth, ahe is lower than man and is tc hs sub=-
Jaet 4> him. Sheg should show this poslitlion even, in
the aopparel which she wears, as alsno the maun ia to
declare in the same manuer his oppsition over azainst
the wonan, KRebellion in this matter is not only
ara‘net the Word of Christ, hut is gven aszalnst
tho natural law whiech God has givan to all man.

what ahout women votinz in the Christlan con-
srasation? Hven this practiocsl oroblem of today 1=
eagily anlved for us if we.follow the nrincinle of
Paul., Yomen are to be subject to the men. This
Seripturs teaches very plainly and clearly. This
holds true also in the affairs and bhusiness of the
church. £Laul said, "Let your women keep silence
in the churches: for 1% is not pormitted unto
them to speak; but they are commended to be under,
obailence," (L Cor. 14, 34). The men, therefors,
hold the rizht and privilege of votlng in the
Christian church.

Howevar, this doos not moan that the women

ahould not be concerned about nox interested in

e |
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the affalira of the church. They may, throuszh nroper
and regognired channels, maie suggestions and volice
oolnicus to the conzregation. Eut, Pavl savs, "Ir
they wlll carn anythinz, let ﬁhem asik thelr hug-
bands at home: for it is a nhame for women %o sneak
in the ehureh!" (I Cor. 14, 35). Thay arc not to
vsurp Lo thomoelves those richts which bhelon: only
b0 the non. Therafore, ther are not to hold voting
power Ln the Ohrimtian congregation. i

The reversal of God's law reapectiﬁ; woiien
was not, hovevar, the mos% serlous transgression
asainst oroper chwureh decorun found in thé Goriv.-
thinn eougregation. Mar greater were the a&buses
whiech erept into the church with regard to the ob-
servance of the Lord's Suppner. It was a serious
and scandalous eltuation, sne which Paul had to
d=al with rathar harshly.

How shoeked Paul must have heen when this
torrihle news came to him that “when ye come to-
sather in the churéh, I-hanr that theres be divisions
ancny vouy and I partly believe it. for there must
he also heresles among you, that they whlch are ap-
proved mav be made manlifest among you. Whon ye
cone tagether therelore iﬁto one nlasce, this is
nnt to ent the Lord's Supper. For in eating every

one taketh before otheor kLie own supvsrs and one 1s
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bunsry, and anothor is drunken," (I Cor. 11, 18 -
21). Thzse Corinthians. had taken the Holy Sacre- -
ment of the Altar, something.whieh 1s held so saered
and chaerished so dearly by all true beliesvers, and
had grossly desocratod and violated it. They had
taken this sreat and wonderful epirlitual meal in
whieh Christ glves us His own hody and hlood, and
mada out of 14t juat an ordinary dinner or suvner
waich we eat In our homes. And 1t was even worse
than that: Selfishness, ineonslideration, lovoless-
naan, yes, oven gluttony and drunkenness wera in-
Aulzed in at the celebration of the Lord's Supper.
The clioues and factions in the Corinthlan congre-
gation had used the celebration of the 3acrament of
the Altar as 2 means whereby they would display
thelr sseial nosition, thelr wealth, yes, and also
their false ideas and misconceptions coneerning the
Lord's Sunopar.

This was nearly more than Yaul oould baar.
Witk bitinc and plereing words ha savs, "dhat.
Hava ve not houses to eat and to drink in? Of de=
apise ye “he church of God, and shame thaom that
have not? What shall I say to you? Shall I prailse
you in this? I praise you not," (I Cor. 11, 22).
Soldon did Panl use such strong lansuage, but in
such a situstion as this he deemed it an absolute

necessitv in order to awaksn and arouse the Corin-
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thianas out of thelr lethargy of sin before it
woulsd be too late.

fanl takes his raaders hack to the misht in
whlel the Savior wos betrayed, and with the rscount-
ing of tho inatltution of the Lord's Suppsr he at-
tompts to imoress woown them thse sacredness of thils
sacramont and the high esteem with which all true
hellievers of Chrlet must regard 1t. Oa that night
the Lord broke the braad and took tﬂs wina and 1n,
with, and undeor thoss eleoments la gave to them flis
true hody and hlood. With that act lie save not on-
1y 4o those diseiplas hut also to all bellevarse,

(f Cor. 11, 26), an individualized ahsolutlon and
fornivenass of sina, eénd a perssnalized assurance
of etornal 1ife and salvatlon. This ia the tirue
ensence and these are the real heneflts for which
thie Sacrament 'wvas intented and inetltuted.

Should thefe he say doubt in our minds wlth
rezard %o the dootrine of the Lord's Supper? Xaul
told the Corinthiens, "For I heve received of the
Lord that which also I dellvered unto you," (I Cor.
11, 23). The teachingzs of the Lord's Supper were
directly revealed and acommunicated to 3t. Yaul by
hy Christ Minself. Can there by any doubt as %o
the cortainty of the Roal Presonce of the body
and blood of Christ in the elements of the bread

and the wine? Can therae be any uncertalniy as to
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tho bengcllte and blessings which are derived Lron
Holy Communion, when Ghriat Fingelf has promised
them %3 us? And for ths Christian of today thors

is alezo anothar added factor of ceritalnty. Can we
not gea the great and gracious wigdom of God in this
Tact that the Holy Spirit deemed it advisabls to
slve us the ingnired account of' the words of insti-
tutlion four times on the pages of Haly Writ. All
three of tho Synontlce Gospels include this account,
and the fourth is found hers in this Tplistls of

Pdavl to the Corinthians. This was not mere repeti-
tiosn, but ocsch aceount edds assuraencc upocn certalaty
as $o the truthfuiness of thls wonderful and com-
Lortine doctrine.

Poul now mokes the prectical applicetion. How
are we molnz to rocelve this sacrament? lhat will
our attitude bo and how will we act when we attond
iloly Communion? Ile improegses upon the minde of the
Coprintrion Christians, &s well as of all belicvers,
that we must hewara-and-ba careful thet we will
not he unworthy recinisuts of the Lord's Supver.

He warns, "Whereiore, whosoever ehall eat this
bread, and drink this oup of the Lord, uaworthily,
aball be suilty of the body and blood of the Lofﬂ.
e » o For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily,

entoth and drinketh damnation to hlmeelfl, not dis-




ecornin; the Lord's bodr," (I Cor. 11, 27. 29).
Woe %o the man vho tekes of the Lord's Supner un-
worthilr. The judriment of condemnatlion of Christ
Himsel!" rests uson guch & one,

Tharel'ore, to ensure 2 wvorthy recentlon of the
Lord's Sunnor, Paul tells us, "But let 2 man exem-
ine himscli; and so let bim eat of that bread and
drinik of that oup," (I Cor. 11, 22). Ve must ex-
anine ourselves to ses, 2s Luthor oute it, "wvhether
wve truly resent of our sins, vhather wa bellove in
Jeang Christ as our Savior, and vhather we have
the maod and earnest nurpose with the ald of Cod
the lsly Spirit henceforth to amend our sinful
1iven."® IT we aen goy thet, with the help of Sod,
thene requirements have been met, then we know that
our eommunion-soing will be worthy and we will de-
rive those hlessincs and benefits which the Sacre-
nenhs affor,

Becaugs of the serlousness and terrible con-
gammancas of oan unvorthy reception of the lord's
Supser, our church practices o "elosed communlon.”
The nogtor sorvas as the guardisn and watehnan of
the Lord's Table. He is to do all that is within

his lesitimate power to make gertain the worthilness

2. Hartin Luther, Snall Catachism, 1943 editlon,

e 204,
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of all those attending Holvy Communion. For this
reason it is roauired of fll who intend to o to
communion to announce this intention with the pzas-
tor. In thie way he can also.belp and gid them in
thelir sellf-examination. Thouzh we have no direct
command from God that we muet Tollow the above-
denerihed vrocedure, it is in full harmony with the
apirit of the Word of God eoncernin: the Lord's
Sunper. It s a leclitimate end valid deductlon
which ve make directly from.the Seriptural state-
nente on this doctrine. Therefore, we as Christians
and as pogtors must ineiet upon this positlon and
oractice of the ILutheran Chureh with rogard to
communion.

£11 thin-s must bhe done decently and in order.
"his must be the rule for nroper church decorum.
With Yaul es thelr tescher and beloved pastar'the
Corinthions eould not help bhut learn this lmnortant
losson. They had to be reminded that everything
in the church nmust ho done either for the mlory
of God or for the edificatlon of those attendlng
worship. Nothine: 1s to detract from this: So also
in the church of today doas this same nrincinle
anply. £ must guide every actlon of both the
pastor and the members. Always they must realize

that just as it is true in the business off the
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world so alsn 1s it certain in the affairs of the
chureh that all things must be done. decently and

in ovdar.
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Paul's Injunations concerninsg
Spiritual Gifta.

"How concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I
would not have vou 1gn9rant," (X Cor. 12, 1) .
Chaprismatic pifte were not only gilven to the apost-
Jas, but also were found among many of the churches
of the anostolic aze« Then too, these zifts of
the Holy Ghost were marked hy a great diversity.
Those possessing them ceould nerform miracles, pro=-
phesy, speaak in unknown tongues, ete. NNo wonder
thore was confuslon among the Corinthian Christians.
L thoy needed help and assistance in the basic
prineioles of Christianity, certalnly raul would
bave %o mive them guidance and advice in this mat-
ter of the supernatural and miraculous zlits of
the lioly Spirit.

Firet of all, rfaul tells the Corinthlans that
they must moke sure that the zifts among them are
true and genuine. Ho gives them the simple test

which 1s ©o be made. 'lo mean speaking by the Spolr-

L. I Cor. 13’ 13.




1t of God, calleth Josus accursed; and that as
man can say thot Jasus is the Lord, but by the
tisly vhost,"” (X Cor. 12, 2). The genulnencss of
gharisinatic gifte depends upan the attiiude which

tie Individuval hae over against Christ. If he de-
eplses Christ, if he rojectes Fim es his Savior,
1T ho sets controry to the Yord of Cod, then bhe
can be surc that the gifts which he dlspl&ye are
ant of %he Holy Ghost. But if he is a true be-
liever, and uscs hisg gifts t5 glorily (od and
nrolise tha name of Jesus, then the gifte are gen-
uine; for no man can eay that Jesus 1le the Loxd
Lut by the Moly Ghest. Thus Paul tells the Com
rinthicne in his injunctions concerning splrltual
5ifte that they should examine them and meke sure
that they are true and genuiine.

The nmecond fact which Faul tells the Corin-
thiane is that they must realize that though there
iz a great diversliy of these gifts, yot they all
cone from the Holv Ghost. "low there sre dlver-
slties of 5ifts; . » « &nd there are differences
of administration, . « « And there are divereitles
of nperations,” (I Cor. 11, 4. 5. 6.). In tholr
outward appaarnnéa these @ifts of the Holy Ghost
taice on various forms, because of the different

purposes which they are to asceomplish. ¥bhls was
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aevident ospecially in the Corinthilan gougresnntion.
for w0 one wag glven by the Holy Ghost the word of
wiodou;  to ansther,- the word of Inowledszs; 4o ane-
othar, falth; to another, the glit of healling; to
another, the working of wiraclies; to anoLher, pro=
nhacy; to another, discernin; of spiritsy to an-
ather, divers tongues; %o anothor, the interoro=
tation of toasues; (I Cor. 12, 8 - 10).

dut in all these- 3ifis, no matber hou variad

or divern thoy vera, this one imporiant fact hed

3 he renombered, "ALll these worketh that sne snd

>

the nellsawa Joirit, dividin: to avel'y mail BovVer=
ally as he will," (I Gor. 12, 11). In all of them
14 wag always the one and same Spirit.
ngvar Lo ba forjotten.

o illustrate this Paul says, ".'or as the
hody is one, and bath nany menbers, and all the-
namhers of that one body, bein: many, are ous bodys
50 aleo is Christ. Hor by one Soiriit are we all
hantized in%a one hody, whether we bs Jews or Gen-
tiles, whether we be hond or fraeo: and have heen
ali made to drink into one Spirit," (I Cor. 12,

12. 13.). %There are many diiferent members and
parts to the hody, hut a2ll of tham fliad thelir

source of strength in the body as a wholae. There

are many believers and various classes of peonle
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and natlionallitles in the Christien church, hut 11
of them {ind thelr nower in our ong and only hoad,
Jasus Curist. So also, there are many kinds of
splrltunl z1Cta, bhut still all have one mourae,
lewe, the Holy Ghost.

“ince all of these gifts have one author and
one sosurce, they also muat have one wnifyinz pur-
nosc. Lhavy aannot couse divialons or achlsns in
tho sonzrezation. Of genuine charismatic gli'ts
this is imnossible.. How can God's lioly Spirit work
azalnet lilmself?, Eathor, Jjust as the members of
the hody are mutually devendent and work togother
for the one purposae of sustaining the body, (I Cor.
12, L17t.), a0 2lso do the mombers of Christ's
bodv, the church, who poasese these gilis, work
tozether in concord and harmony, &lways haviag in
mind tha well-beinsg and advanceﬁant of tho Clrig-
tian congregation.

Thua Paul glves tha principles which nust
parve &s the arlterion of true spiritval gifis.
Yhie 18 the test which must be used 4o see 1f they
are- truly zifts of the lioly Spirit. Thia is also
she seme test whilch we of tonday must apply to all
who cloim 50 possass chariswetic zifts. %e do not
deny the possibility of thelr exisience today.

Put we must cxamine thom end sluays sae that they




fulfill all of tho requiraments which Zaul laya
dowvm Tor them. If peonle acme %o us who elzin

t2 poseess these solritusl gifts, (fentsecetals,
ete.), wa must mut thenm to the test. If thay can-
aot fulfill these Biblioal princlples and shou

the oredentlals of trua apirlitual gifts wa cannot,
yoo, must not ageept their validity. e muat he
om our suard that we are not lad antray.

How for a moment Paul davietes Trom the zane

§ A

eral subjeet of spirdtual zifts. He zives, as it
were, an extended parenthssis. The litorary astyle
a2 the thirteanlh chantor of Jirst Corinthians is
unsurpussed in all the pages of Euriptura.? Zaul
foaa s with all loftinoss end grandeumr uwhen ha he=
s Lo dosoribe.the grestest of all splritual
1068, 1.0., Christlian charity..

2« Lorenus s, Hayes, The Heizhts of Christisn
apua, pe 15, "bean Allord said of this chapter
that 1t was 2 pure and perfect gem, perhaps the
noblest asssmblage of beautifui thoujshts.in bsau-
tilful lansuage extent in this our world; and a re-
aent writer declares of 1t that it is beyond quese-
tion the noblest statement of all that & Christian
aan oushit Lo be and do and sufier, that has ave:
heen psnued. Other passages in the Yauline spis=-
tlea may bhe very precious to us: but if wo would
enjov the very best vwhich Yeul has to offer us, we
nmigd read and study, appronriate and absorb untll
1t becomes a very part of our belns, the thirteenth
chapter of the Yirst Epistle to Corinth. Paul
never wrote anythinz else to equal 1t. This chap-
tor is the brightest gem among all bhis treasures,
the fairaest {lower to be plucked in his gmarden, ;
the hishost mountain pesak to which even his doring
splrit could asecend.” v
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The Tlrst magnificent thousht which Paul
brinss out is the excellensy of Christlan love,
(L Soxe 13, L = 3). Ho declares that even if he
had tho glft of tongues; had the oratory of the
greatest of men, but had not Christion love, 1t
would he only the harsh clanging of bress and cym-
balp. HNven 1 he had the gift of provhecy, so
thoat ho aould look into the futurc and reveal events
which were yet .%o oome to pass, but bad not Chris-
tien love, it would be.uorth nothinz.  Even i he
could understand all of the ﬁyuteries and knowledge
of the world, and he the wisest men in the world,
but had not Christian love, ail would be ©o no
avail, Lyven if he had the faith which would be
2hle 4o narform mirseles, but had not Christian
love, it wonld he of no real profit. BEven if he
was the graatﬁnt hmanitorien that the world has
avar goen and save all his nasseaslons o the poor
and naedy, hut had not Christian love, 1t would be
of’ n1a vanl bhonefit. Even if he would bhe willing
to sneriflco, ves, evon %o the exteat of glving up
hian 1ife nn behalf of a fellow man, but had not
Chriatian love, there eould be no real gain. Ur-
ator, prophat, scholer, sase, belicver, philanthro-
oiat, . « o you are nothing uanless you are lover

$09. Lova ia worth more than all your graces and
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and ifts."”? Or as Paul sald, "The groatest is

g1
aharity," (I Copr. 13, 13). 3

Pavl proceeds, naxt Lo arove tho suoramacy of
love hr Antroducing us to 1ts nature and attributes,
(I Cor. 13, 4 = 7). "It iz a desorintion chavac~

torized by sinmliclty and sublimlty combined. It

1=z a2 plain ia ite appaesrance that we scarcely re-

plize Lts srandour, . . o4

Lova is longesulferias, that is,
potlont; and kind; free from cnvy; iree
Tron ﬁ"-%’r 'hm‘..,.i.a : and seli=pride. fi-
,:Lg, love is decoroun and vell-beumvcu.
It "doth not behave 1tsels ungasmly,
but ise ulitu and nannerly. Love ;s
unnelflshs it “aseketh not her own,"
but tbha kood of others, and is forgct=
ful of aelf. uove does not gilve way to
passlong 41t is "not easlly .rovo“ad"
1t ie nob onick-tempsred. Lova " thini-
ath no ovil.” It ias not disposed to-
imnuta evil deslons to others, Love
bakos no delight in \'1t.kunuss, it
rajnieceth not in 1n1qu1tv and has no
sv17at1y with it, but "rejoiceth in the
truth,” its nropazatlion and recentlon

and *n wiosoever nay be its iustru-
%~1+q. Lova heare all things inflicte
ed by otheors, so far ag this lis cun=-
alatant with duty; it "believaeth all
thinges" 1t "hopeth all things;" that
g, it iz disposed to put the best
canstruction upon men's conduct and
hona the hast onneevn1n~ them; it "en-
duroth all things" which, in the path
o duty, it may ba ealled upon %o
suifar.”
3. Ibide., p. 4%.
4. Ihid.; pe 45.

=

5e Huellor, 20. glhe, Ds 127,




Here again, in all plainness and yet pro-
foundness thls fact is emphasized that the great-
est of all gifts 1s charity.

The outstanding feailure and characteristic of
Christian love is that 1t "never faileth," (I Cor.
13, 8). It is eternal and will last forever. The
other spirituval iifts are passing and transitory.
frophesylngs will soon pass away and the fore-
telling of the future wlll soon no longer by neces-
sary. The gift of tongues 1s only temporary and
soon there will be no need for it. The capacity
to recelve the revelation and knowledge of God is
needad only for this 1life. Just as a child knows
and understands only unclearly and obscursly when
1t is young, but then thinks maturely when 1t ls
grown un, so also is the gift of knowladge in
golritual things limlted and imperfect while we
live here on this earth. But when we reach the
full manhood of Christianlity, when we enter the
eternal bliss and happlness of heaven, then we
will come face té face with God and our knowledge
will be complete and perfect. But of love, the
apostle says, 1t 1s never-failing. It 1s a gift
of the life hereafter which we can already enjoy
in this 1life. For that reason, of all spiritual

gifts 1t is the greatest.
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But Paul soara even higher until he reachnes a
olimax in the words, "And now abldeth falth, hove,
and charity, these three; but the zreatost of
these is charity," (I Cor. 13, 13). These are
three wonderful and lasting gifts of the Holy Spi-
rit. Haith will abide forever in the sense of have
ing full oonfidence in God and in Qhrist. Hopa
wlll ahide as eternal, blissful looking Ilorward
to ever-increasing blessedness in heaven, But
aven over azalinet falth and hope, charity 1s great-
er. Love is an actual reflection of God Himself,
for Cod is love. Christian charity will then be
all in 21l in heaven. It is, therefore, the groeat-
eet ol a2ll the spiritual gifts whioh the Holy
Ghost has gilven. 10 us.

ila gan easily understond Paul's injunction
that we are to qeek and covet this gift. Thilngs
that sre temvorary and secondary should naver be
our chief concorn, Hothing should hold us that
will not last forever; and the greateat of all
nermanent and everlasting gifts is love.

Goncerninz the charismetlic gifts, these lees-
er zifts of the Holy Ghost, Paul places the glfit
ol prophecv at the head of the llst from the Viawe
90int of value and usefulnass, (I Cor. 14, 1).

Love far supersedes any of these other glfts, but
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nevertheless, of all these other gifts pronheay
is the most important. It 1s the gift through
whiech the will and knowledge of God ls revealed
to men. "He that prophesieth speaketh unto men
to edificatlion, and exhortation, and comfort,"

(L Cor. 14, 3). (God used the prophets of the 01d
Testament as the mouthpleces throuzh which le
made Hinself known to Hls people, and lHe uses the
ministers and pastors of today as His proohete of
the Hew Testament. For that reason this gil't is
greater than any other of these lessor lfts of
the Spirit, because it is the most practical and
most edifying.

The mift Tor which the Corinthian Christians
neenad to strive mostly was the gli't of tongues.
Thay had to be warnaed so that they would not over-
stress this gift. Faul sald that he would rather
pnealt five words with understanding then toen thou=
sand words in an unkuown tongue, (I Cor. 14, 19).

He had a true evaluation of this gift and in glv-

inz the Corinthians a true picture of the gift of

tonzues he gives them certain facts which nust he
remenbhared.

1. It is a gift of spsech which is
dircoted not to mgn, but to God (14:2).

2, In itself it does not edify the
gonsral Church. Whatever edification there
is in)it is purely indlvidual and personal
(14:4).
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3. It 1s an unintelligihle suo-
cesslon of sounds, like an unknown for-
olzn tongua, notr to be underatood wlthout
interpretation (14:6-13).

4. The zift of interprstation 1s
distinet from the gElft of toungues, and
it may be granted to the same individual
vho has the ?1ft of tongues or to another
(14:13,27,28).

5« It is an energlzing by the snirit,
and is independent of the intellect of
man (14:14).

6. It 1s a thanksziving and a hless-
ing addressed to God (14:16,17).

T« It 13 a sign to the unbelleving
(34:22).

8. 4 number of people speaking with
tongues at one and the same time willl sgam

to the unbelicver to be manlac (14:23).

Thus Paul pictures the value of the glits of
the lloly 8pirit. They vere special blessings of
the early Christian church. But even then they
were never to supersede the baslc doctrines of
Cuhrintilanity. Salvation does not and dars not he
made to dopend upon them. This is acoomplished ;
only through the means of grace, l.e., the ﬁord
and the Sacraments. They do not take the place of
the fundamental Christiam virtues. Mirst Corin-
thions, chapter thirteen, beautiliuvlly shows this.

But they were glfts "belonging to the ilmmature rather

6. Doremus A. Hayes, Tho &iL% of Ton ,
Pe 13fo =

.



than the mature developmont of the Church."T Thoy
were added signs whlch God graclously geve to the
first Christians. But even thén, as today, this
faet remains that the only glfts which really abide
are faith, hone, and charity, and the zreatest of

all spiritval gifta is and can only be charity.

T.- Ihid., p. 117.




Chapter Eleven

"lioy Goncerning the Galleation®"*

Paul's Recommendations concerning |
Christian Giving.

"How concerning the collaection for the saints,
as L have glven order to the churches of Galatia,
even so do ye," (I Cor. 16, 1). lith these words
Pavl gives the Corinthien Christlans his recommen-
datlions concerning Christian stewardshlp.

iloy of'ten ve hear members complaining that
thelr nastor is alwavs preaching about money.

Whon wo hear such accusations we know that one of
wa thiogs, no doubt, is wrong. &uSlther there is
sosetbhing wrong with the person speaking, or else,
thore is something wrong with the pastor. Honey
matters are a vital part of church affairs: They
are included in Christisn living: Therefore,

when neople complain that they must always glve to
the church, either they have not learned thls im-
* portont lesson of Christianlty, or else the pastor

has failed to osresent this matter in the corract

manner.

A Les I Cor. 16’ 1.
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in order to help both pastor and peopls, let
us axamine these rocommendatlions of the Apostle
Yaul. Hore he glves us bhoth the principles whlch
gshoulld sulde us 1In our giving and aleo ths motives
vhich should move us toward good stewardshin.
"Unon the first day of the week let every one
of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered
him, that there be no getherings when I coma,"
(I Cor. 16, 2), In this one short verse we have
the recommendat.ons of FPaul. They are so brief and
short that at first glance they might seem in ade-
quate. But when we begin to study and examine
them, we will seo that all of the principles in=-
volved in true Christ-like glving are 1ncluded.
The {lrst principle which ie to be followed
is that our zsivin: is to be systematic giving.
"Unon the £lrst day of the week," Paul recomnends.
On that day whon we hear the Word of God, when ve
sorve ilim with our prayers and our hymns of oraise,
on that day also we are to bring our offerings.
Secondlv, Paul tells us that the church is to
practice all-inclusive siving, l.e., "everyone of
vou." Whether youns or old, whether rich or poor,
whethor honored or obscure, all are to sive of

their posscusslons to the Lord. None are excluded.
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But whlle recommending a11-1nc1$alve Blving
Paul doss not forget the third princinle which
must also be exerclzed, 1l.e., proportionate glv-
ing. He sald, "Let every one of you lay by him
in store, as God hath prospered you." Paul did

not demand for his [ollowers & certain sum, as for

exannla the tonth vart, which was prescribed in

the 01d Testament. Tithing ls truly God-ploasing
and hishly recommendable, but no oastor can de-
mand 1t of his peopla. All that he can say is
that each one is to mlve as the Lord has pros-
nered him.

OCn the other hand, all members must remember
that thev are not to glve the bearest minimum
wvhich is required of them, but they are to zive
according to the blessings of God whlch they en-
Jjov. If they follow this princinle then liberal
oiving will be a nnﬁural result. God has siven
everyona enouch so that he can glve. Feople com-
plain ahout voverty, of the high cost of livinsg,
and do not kaow how to 'make ends meet.' In
nearly all cases, these arguments are merely used
as excuses. Unon an honest self-examlnation most
wlll be foreed to admit thet God has amply pro-
vided for them. Thelr trouble is that they have

failed to learn this lesson of proportionate

glvinzs.
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The final orineiple which Paul emphasizes is
that our glving is also to be prompt. e told the
Corinthian Christians, "that there be no gather-
ings when I coma." Today he would say, Now the
Lord has prospered you; now the church is in need;
now, therefore, mive to the Lord of the riches
which lle has bestowed upon you: The needs of the
church are urgent. The ohurch is to fulflll the
greatest nesd which the world has, and 1t must do
1% nowe Therofors, our zifts to the church are
not to be put off until tomorrow, but are to he
#iven now -- today. They are to be promnt.

How is the pastor to present the mattars of
money and of giving to his congregatlon? Here
aczain Yaul shows himself a truly great miniater
of tho Gospel. LEven when speaking of stewardshlp
and cs:trlbutlané, Pavl uses the Gospel of Christ
as the power which is to motivate all glviaz.
When the Jewish Christlans at Jerusalem vere des-
perate and in great need, Paul, on thelr behalfl,
did not come to the Gentlle Christians 2nd tell
them that they hai to give, that it would he a
fine meature on thelr part, or that it would be
a fine gesture on thelr part, or that 1t would be
& Tine humanitarian act. But rathsr, he sald to

them, "I speak not by comnandment, but . . . to




prove the sincerity of your love. ¥or ye Know the
graca of our lord Jesus Christ, that though he wae
rich, yot for your sakes ho became poor, that ye
tbrouzh his poverty might be rich. And herein I
give my advica: for this is expediont for you,

« o o How thorefore perform tha doing of 1t; that
as there vwas a readlness to wlll, so there may be
a peorformuznce also out of that which yo have,"

{IX Cor. 8, 8 = 11). There is no use of the Law
In this apneal, but only with the power of the
Goeoel doass he urge the Corinthlans to show and
prove their love.

How importont is this lasson for the pastors
of today! Ohristian giving will not and cannot bhe
truly motivated by the preaching of the law. But'®
nreach the Gospel of Ohrist: Show how Christ,
thou=zbh rich, becate poor for our s <;8: Daplet

Christ as the nersonal Savior of all sinners.

Thon wabteh the results: Liberal, God-nleasing

riving 1s bound to follow. A person who 1s truly
filled with the love of Christ can do nothlng but
show Torth in return hls own gratitude and love to
Christ. He will he constrained by the Gospel mes-
saze to dedicate as a thankofferlng to God all of
his earthly nossessions. If this in-the notivating

power which wo place in the hearts ol our nembers,
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then wo are doing as Christ would want us to do
and wo ars usine the same anproach which Faul used,
These are raul's recommendations concerning
Christian givins. They ere truly importent for
each aand every Christian, for only whon he follows
them can he be assurod that his gifts to the Lord
will he pleasinz and acceptable and bring the ro=
sults and blessinge that they shouid. , They are
alan important for the pastor, for they give to
him the rules and principles vhich must be followed
when he brings this subject to the attention of
his peonle. All must learn and realize that
truly godly ﬁnd God-pleasing glving can only be
aceomolished when, after belng motivated by love
for Chrisit, each and everyone of us upon the first
day of the week lay by him in store, as God hath
nrospered h'm. Then the difficulties and the prob-

lams concerning tho collection will be easily solved.




Sonelugion

What reaction dld these letters of lraul have
upon the Corinthian Christians? lhat fruits did
Ppul's pastoral advice work.in them? The ehurch

fathor Clement supplies us with some interesting

infTormation which helps us to answvere these quas=-
tlons.

He speaks (evidently from his own
personal experience) of the impreesion
produced upon overy stranger who vislted
the Church of Corinth, by their exen-
nluory conduct; and specifies particu-
larly their poseession of the virtues
moat opposite to thelr Tormer faults.
Thrs, he says, that they vere dlstine
guishzd for the "ripeness and sound-
ness of thalr knowledge," in contrast
to the unsound end false ovretence of
mowledze for which they were rebuked
hy 8t. Jaul. Agein, he pralses the
"sure and blameless lives of their
women," whilch must therefore have been
sreatly changed since the time when
fornlcation, wantonness, and impurlty
was. the characteristlic of their soclety.
But espeeially be commends them for
their entire freedom from "“faction and
party-spirit,” which had formerly Reen
an eonsnicuous among their faults.

Ye see thot Paul showed himself a true pas-
tor. Hig nagtoral advice had a salutary effect.
He brought a messaze which not only affected the

soul and the mind, but which also showed its re-

1. Y. J. Conybeare and J. 5. Howson, gn. gik.,
7th editﬂ.on, Mow Iﬂt‘k, Sharlos Soribner Gom?!mY:
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sults in delly lifo. He did not present mere
theories nor deal merely in academical questlons,
but he viewed Christlanity as somethlng which was

truly practicel. He made Christ real to his hear=

erg, causod Jegus to actually live in their hearts,

with the help of God's Holy Spirit, which in turn

made Christianity vital and living also 1n the
lives of the bellevere. He showed thls in all of j
the nrobleoms with which he dealt at Corinth. " He

nleaded, he oxhorted, he urged, he warned, ho ar=

snad, he advised always on the baslis of ths Gop-

pal of Christ. He knew that &ll the problems at

Corinth could and would be solved only after the

peonle 1n that congrezation hed learned to love E
Christ and His Yord. That was the basis and the
{oundation upon which he built &ll of the golu-
tione for all of their problems. Therein he
showed his greatness as a true pastor of Christ
and a regl shephord of his flock. Iay this same
greatness bs reiflected also in the Christian min-
istry of today.

The Anpatle Paul was ore of the truly great
herpas of the Christian Chureh. Ve find bim de=-
serihed to us, especlally in the Book of the Acts,
as 2 sreal missionaryv. Agaln we see him pressnted

to us, espaoially in the Epistlo to the Romans, as
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a great dozmatician. Likewlss we behylﬂ him, in
his other Lotters, as a great logiclan, = great .
debatoer, and a great preaclier. He was one of the
truly great fisures in the history of early Chrie-
tlanity. 4nd after we have oxamined end studied
Paul's Pirst and Second Letter to the Corinthiansa,
ve are veady to admit and recognize that the Aposg-
tla was also a truly great minlster and anbassador
of Christ. In these letters vwe see the greatness

of PA:L, TiIE PASTOR.
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