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shall declars it, beceuse it shzll be revealed by
fire; ond the fire shall try every man's work of what
sort 1t is. I any man's work abida whiech he hath
built thereupon, he shall receiva a rewerd," (L Cor.
Bs 13 1be) e
The Lord does not demend. that the

pastor be the most learned or the most

accomnlished man in the vworld, . « « but

that he be 'falthful' in the use of the

talonts and the time and the opporitunl-

tles which tho Lord has glven.”
What an exanvie of sueh faithfulness is found in
the Apostle Faull

In order that the ministry of a pustor mizht
be eifactlive, it nuﬂt‘alsa be ﬁlaﬁeleés. Paﬁl
warng all pastors not to glve offense and causa
their decds to hindsr ths w&rk of their offigce. low
Paul ;uarﬁﬁd ageinst thls very thinge Fe suifered
herdghilng rather‘than_pewmiﬂ his conduct %9 be the
cuune Lor stumblingz. e even refused to accept any
salary from the Corinthians, (II Cor. 11, 8), in
orier %o make sure that no one would take ofiense.
Hevre is, truly, 2 great sermon whlich Paul preaches
to 2ll pastors. "When the ministry is bloned, « « o
mon's hearts ere closed to its appesl, aad ihe

cause of {he Gospsl end oi Christ sulfers. 4

3. dobn li.C. Yritz, Easioral Theplo=¥, De 19.
4. Lenaski, 90. oik., p. 10063,




13

Still, in all of his vork, Pavl showed great
and true humility, (II Cor. 10, 12 - 14). He
magnified hils office, (II Cor. 4, 5), bhut aluays
humbled himgelf, All that he accomplished was
"according to the groce of God which was in hin,"

(L Cor. 3, 10). With his examnle of word ond deed,
faul rominds all pastors that they are "ministers
of Christ," (X Cor. 4, 1), that 1s, they are "under-
rowers" in the ship of the Church. Thay must

nevar think that they can take the ploace off its

one and only Captain, Jesus Christ.

Another ol the mreat qualifications of 2 pase
tor, whleh Zanl exemplifled, is endurins natlence.
Liow often he aould have Telt that he was wasting
bls tines Yhen he preached ln the synazogue, ﬁha
Jews rahalled against him. %Whon he had left hia
nembers, alter he had lastructed them, they Tell in-
to g9 many of those orrors againat whiceh he had
warned them. Butb s61ll, beczuse of his great lovae
and affection for God, for the Gospnel, and for these
Corinthians, he porsisted. Difficuli problsms
eontinually arbse, but with endurance and patlahcé
faul helpeod them solve thelr difficulties. "The
nastor dara not expect that he con aivays rezap ae
" soon as he has sovn. He must glve the word time to
© grov and to riven,">

5- i"ri'i'.z, DDe. m-, De 19.
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St11l, 1in dealing with hls people Faul showed
great tact. Think sf all the faults for which
Ppul had to chide the people at Sorinth. Yot, he
eould pen the words, "Out of muenh aifliction and
ansuish of hasart I wrote unto you with msny tearsg
not that ya should be grisved, but that ye might
know the love which L have more abundaantly unto you,"
(LI Cor. 2, 4). He always approached hls msubers
as Christlans, as children of God, as “salnts,"
(£ Core 1, 2), as the “"echureh of God," (iI Cor. 2, 1).
lia never snoke down a2t the wesople; but aluavs pleaded
with then, (il égr. 10, 1). Iis whole aporoach to
all of the nrobleme of Mlrst and Second Corinthlans
can seprve all nastors 2s o greal lesson in tact.

Tha purnose of the off'ice of the ninistry ls
to oreneh Lha Gospal of Churist. +vaul was "deter-
minad not to know anything . « . save Jesus Unrist,
and him crueificd,"™ (L Cor. 2, 2). The central
thousht of everr sermon whleh ha preached was the
cross of Jasus. To make knoun.thla nasoage must
be the themz in the ministry of every true ambassador
for Christ. He must reallize that the z2ll-important
factor of the ministry is not the man which is in
1t, but rather the measaze whleh ls preached. 15 ¢
ha wishaee to bé a true minister, then he must

preach "Christ's Gospel," (IL Cor. 2, 12). If he




is poing to glory in his apostleship, then "let
hin glory in the Lord," (I Cor. 1, 31).

Sut thls Gospel has & much grezter slzalilcance.
Thig mansasge of Chrlist Crucified is the only wmeans
that can save the sianer from eternal damnatlion.
For "if nleased God by the fooliskness of prezching
to save them that belleve," (I Cor. i, 21; I Cor.
15, 1f.)« Here are the blueprints which give to
the lost sinner the plan of hils salvation. Hare
are the means, ths only mwans, whereh: the power -
of God can come into his heart and bring to him
thet spirvituald wisdom, which is foolishness to the
world. lHove is salvation for einful monkind, (II Cor.
5, 18Tf.).

Realigins this, then, every pastor must see
to 1t that he presches 211 and only this Gospeol.
With Paul, he will be detormined "to presch the CGos-
nel of Christ: not with wisdom of words, lest the
eross of Christ should be made of no effect,"
(L Cor. 1, 17). "The pastor is not to be a phllos-
ophar, humanitarian, or soclal reformer. OChrist
1s more than "the zreat miracle-workingz Provhet of
Gtod, tha moral Hef'ormer, the Revealcr of new truth,
the Lawciver of & nsw spiritvel kiangdom, or -the

E¥xannle of a divinely perfect 11fe."6 The pastor

3. Spence and Lxell, on. elt., p. 44,
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ls the ambageador for Chrlast and must preach Christ
as the parsonal redeemer of all men.

Tut Faul was also & Very wise tezcher. lie
kKnow that the pastor, evon when he presches the
Gospel in all of itz truth and purity, can atill

make it of none effect, if he fuils %o observa the

orinclinle of preaching 'f;rst things first,' He wust

ha ahkle to:asply the Word of God rightly. He must
be able to know which curine word must he ziven
to his naonle.

There ere two th|ﬁ13 of supreme im-
nortance in the work of o doctor or phy=-
sieian: one, understanding the nalady,
and the othar, oroviding the remedy. LI
that he true, surely Paul was & groat doce
tor of the soul. Ilow he understood the
malady of human life and blstavy and,
thank God, how he undarsiood the great
remady that hae been provided.

How well Paul's word ol advice can be follow=-
ed: "I have fed you with miliz, and not with meat;
for hithorto ye were not able to bear it, nelther
vebt now are ve ablei" (I Cor. 3, 20). 'eak peonle
cannot be expected to sat strong food, nor ean new
converte be sxpected to have a Lfull and matunre
understandinz of all the truths of Uod's word. The
pastor nust glve hls neovle the rigzht food at the

rizht tive, so that none will recelve spiritual

- - - -y - S e - e G S
.

7. . Camubell Jom,un. The Corinthian Letters
2f =i, Xaul, n. 52.




indigesticn. Then he, too, 1s 2 true physilclan
of' the soul,

Another mrincinle which aéery naator must
follow, 1f ho wishen %o ﬁinlster eflfectively, is
that he must presont the mossaze of the Gospel in
all simplicity. Paul came "not with-cnticing words
of wisdom," (I Cor. 2, 4), but in simpliclty and
godly sincerity, (IL Cor. 1, 12). Ehestorie and
oratory esn never eonveri 2 soull The porssaality

-

o’ Lthe pzsior muast alvaye remalin in the bhacksround,
ao that the person of Christ may he scan hy all.
Olanr, simple, and plain preaching of the Gospel

, (I

is the mosi efigcetlive II Cor. 11, 6. Te)s Zhen

it is easlly understond by all and tthe pastor 1is
thus Lulfilling his task of bringins the Gospel
o everyone.

In 211l th'ngs Faul was nindful of this fact
that he wae @ minlater for Chriet. To be sn apostle
of Sod woe a hinh privilege, but 1t was also a great
rosponsibhility. So must the pastor of today always
keap in mind, that in the many tasgks whilch he must
perforn in his office, 2and in the serious obllzations
whieh are reculred of him in the ministry, he must
do all thinzs as a faithfvl vessel of tne Lord. If

ha ean say wisth Pawl, “"For we are not as many,

which gorrunt the word of “od; but as ol sincerlty,
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but as of God, in the sight of God speak we In
Christ,"” (1i Cor. 2, 17), then he is a true am-

bassador Tor Christ.




Shaptor Ivg
“Is Chriet Dividege?"l

Paul's Exhortatlon concerning
the
Unity of the Church.

The existence of factions was one of the ser=-

1ous problems which affllicted the Corinthian church.

They stressed the unimportent and forgot the really

important mattera. !lowvever, as Paul had laid the
foundation at Corinth as a wise master bullder, so
now ha exblbits the sa'e wisdom and prudence in ap=
plving the message of God's Word to thils fault of
the church. la pleads with them, "I heseech you,
bretiren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,"

(L Cor. 1, 10). The Apostle applies God's lord as
a truly evansgellcal pastor must do.

Paul aoonslderad such & fectlous spirit as a
toerrible sin. Thouzh evangelical in his whole ap-
proach to this matter, yet he speaks very sternly
and f£irmly to bhis people, (I Cor. 1, 12ff; II Cor.
6, 147°f)., The true head and only foundatlion of
the chureh is Christ (I Cor. 3, 11). Thoerefora,

the ein of factlions is a sin against Christ !iim=

1. I Cor. 1, 15.
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self. For in doing so, the suthority end work of
Christ is set aslde. Wor that reason,

Faul preaches Christ, the one Lord,

the one Redeemer, the one fountainhead

of prace ln order that he may correct the

first and great trouble in the Corinth-

lan. congregation. Iow well he applies

the Goepel, the glad tidinzs of peace

and reconeiliation with God tbrough the

mediation of the erucified Redeeomor, to

rostors the Gor*gthians to unlty end

brotherly love..

Such a condltlon is also & violatlon of the
Gosnel of Christ. XYaul goes to the very root of
the matter, (I Cor. 1, 17ff). The reason why thers
are such factions 1ln the churchi is that tho natural
man ile offended by the simple preachlng of the
Cross. lle Taels that it 1s inadequate. Fride makes
him despise the Gospel of Christ. But Faul shows
us how to hridge these factions == how to hesal
these wounds. He advises us to declare this Gos-
pel in all pureness and simpllicity. The only cure
for Tfactlions and divielons in the church is the
simple, vet poveriul, messaze of Fhe Cne Christ
Crucified. Hothing will strenzthen the unity of
the church more than a firm and unfaltering declar-
ation of thls messaze.

Not union without unity in falth,

not the resolve to agree to disagree,
not syneretism in its varlous forms, not

2, HMueller, 99. git., p. 57.
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extornal cooporation with indifference

to the doctrinal differances exletin:,

not, in short, any wisdom of man; only

the wlsdom of God, the Gospeld of Christ.”

In causing disunity in the church, the Co-
rinthlans 2lso lost sisht of the zrace which God
had hestowed upnon them. They had been lavishly
anriched in knowledge and had been blessed beyond
descrintion by the moodness of Christ. The truth
that they had baon brought into Christ's fold solely
and alone throuch the grace oi' God they had, how=
ovor, forsotten. They had dlsregarded God who had
rescuad them out of their hopeless state and in-
stead exalted thamselves and became proud. But if
Christians wlll be utterly humble, then they will
nlaco thenselves under the hand of God and will
zive all slory to Him for their converslon and
sanabtilication. Then divisions and factlons siﬁle'
cannot exlst.

Divisions in the church also dlsreogard the
Chriastien ministry. - True préachers are seorvants of
God, instrumenis in lilse hands; not sslf-called lead-
ers, nor authors of thelr own partlcular favorite
system of teuchinme. They are all of equal rank,

(I cor. 3, 8. 9.). ALl are called by the same

Holy Ghost, teach the same truth, and stand in the

3- Ml. De 59-
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same relationship. Christisn ministers are never
party leaders, (I Cor. 1, 5. 6.). These are all
noints of which the Corinthlana hed lost sizht.
Thoy had to learn that they must consider and heed
tha ministry, and not the minister as a2 person.
Than, true unity will be enjoyed.

From bezinning to and Paul used God's Word to
corraect the evil in the Church at Corinth. Hith
thelr lactious splrit and attitude of pride they
had disregarded their Lord and Savior, lils graclous
Gosoel, znd lils manifold blessinzs. But in each
inotance the Gosnel of Chrlst proved itsell as the
nowar of God which crezted in the Corinthians a
new hoart end reneved a right splrit within thenm.
Panl'e anpeal Tor Christlan unity wes not 1in vain.
Truly, a lesson of inastimable value which Faul

here teaches to the church ol today.




Chavter Ihreg

"Q Death, Hhere is fhy Stinz?
0 Grave, ihera is thy Vigtory?"l

Paul s Teaching concernlns
the
bpetrine of the Kesurrection.

The glory of our Christianity 1s
that 1t never views 1life as belng com=
plete in this world. It aluays has its

eyes lifted to the morning and zazes out
unon the eternities, recognizing that Ea
balong to eternity as well as to time.

It was necessary that the Apostle dwell upon
the subject of the resurrection, for the Corin-
thion church existed in an atmosphere which was
perneated wlith false teachings and phllosophies
concerning eternity and the life in the hereaf ter .2
Even to these Corinthlen 'babes' he fed this 'meat'

concerning the resurrection, in order that this

1. I Cor. 15, 55.

2. iorgan, aon. alt., p. 182.

5. ibid., p. 188. "There were three vievs
held by the Corinthian teachers and philosoahers.
LZplecureanism, Stoiclsm, and Platonism. Thare were
three distinct schools of philosophy, and they all
held certain views on this subject of resurrection
The poslition of the Epilcurean was that of blank
materialism. e denied any existence at all be-
yond death. The position of the Stolc was that at
death the soul was merged in Delty, and so the loss
of personality. Third, there was Flatonlam, which
insisted upon the immortality of the soul, but ab-
solutely denled the 1dea of bodlly resurrection,"

PR e
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doctrine mipzht also be to them the rock andé anchor=
azs ol thelr falth.

Paul declaree that the vory essence and heart
of 2ll Gospel pnreachinz 1s the death &nd resurrec-
tlon of Christ. "“For I dolivered unto you first of
all that which I also recelved how that Christ dled
for our sins accordlng to the scriptures: and that
he wes burled, and that he rose again the third day
according to the scrivtures,” (I Cor. 15, 3. &.).
If the pastor is to he a true preacher of the Vord,
than he must also proclaim that Christ died and
rose agein. lle dare not omit it, for then he
oraaches, not according to the Seriotures, but ace
cording to his own phllosophy. How, then, can any=-
one deny thle doctrine, when 1t 1s so claarly
tauzht in tha Holy Scoriptures?

BPut, since thls doctrine 1s so baslc and fun-
danmental, Paul mives additional proof for the cer-
tainty of Christ's resurrection. Ile lists the nu-
merpus wiltnesses which sau our Savior after fls rese-
urrection, before He ascended into heaven. ‘“lie was
seen of Cephas, then of the Twelve: after that, he
was geen of ebova five hundred bretiren at once; .
« « after that, he wvas seen of James; then of all
the apostles," (I Cor. 15, 5 = 7). Hundreds could

testify to this proven historilcal fact, that Christ
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rose from the dead. VWhat addltlonal proof was
necessary?

5tili Paul continues, "And last of all he .was
seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.
For I 2m the least of tpe anostles, that am not
meet %o be oalled an apostle, because I persecuted
the church of God. But by the gracs of God I am
what I am: and his groce vwhich was bestowed upon
me, was not in vain; but I lahored more gbundantly
than they 2113 yet not I but the grace of God
which vas with me," (I Cor. 15, 8 - 10). The rese-
urrection of Christ ls vroven by the amazing trans-
formation which took nlace in the 1life of Paul.
This was a miracle: IHe went to Damascus as the
great persecutor of the church, but, because of the
appearance of the resurrected Lord, he came back
from that city 2s the great missionary for Cirist.
Look at the life of Paul: Can you then say that
Christ did not prove Himselfl the victor over death?

In contrast, Paul also slves negative proofs
to bring out with even more clarity the certainty
of Christ's resurrection. "If Christ be not risen,

then 1s our preaching vain," (I Cor. 15, 14). To

deny the resurrection of Christ is to invalidate the

whole Gospel of Christ. Then, the iord is vold and

eﬁpty. Then, there is no value in it, no meaning

in 1%, no truth in it.

S e e e o
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lioreover, any proachor of righteousness, who
declaros a gospel wlthout the resurrection of
Christ, 1s a false witness. "Yen," Paul says, "we
are found false witnesses of God; hecause we have
testiflied of God that he ;aised up Christ: whonm
he ralsed not up," (I Cor. 15, 15). Such an am=
bassador lor Christ lles about God. IHe declarss
that Uod raised Christ from the dead, and if ils
was not ralsed, then lie has spoken an untruth. God
forhid that such & condemnation be spoken againat
any minlster of the true Gospel of Christ.

Finally, "if Christ be not risen, your falth
is vain: ye are yet in your sinas. %Then they also
which are fallen asleep in Christ ere perished."

(I Cor. 15, 17. 18.). The resurreotion of Christ
is the seal and the approvel of the entire redemp=-
tive work of our Bavior. Without the resurrection
from the dead, Christ could not be the redeemer of
the world. If He 1s not our Savior, then falth in
Him is useless and vold, then we have not heen
saved {rom sin, death, and the devil. Ve are still
lost and condemned sinners. Thaen there 1s no hope
for 1ife and sglvation, then those who have pre-
ceded us in death have perished eternally, and our
only hope is that we shall follow ;hem to the pleca
of everlasting separation from God. Truly, 1f this




