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train young girls in proparction for morrisgs, and to hold clasess {or
older vomen uwho wish to lasrn to resd the Bible and receiva further ine
struction, Thsy look ofter ‘v:i.qov.'a or outcast wives for according to native
law nnd custer they may not marry sgain being sbandoned without any
privilagoes or righbs ?.n the commmnity.

The Sradning of femnle certificated teschers is now eentralized at
Gbsnslu, Umgshiz, vhere the Chmrch Hissicnary Socioty, the ifethodist ission,
ind the United Mred Church of Scotlmnd have a United Training College.

Anothor hospilal was opened &t Ubwru in 1915 Ly Dr, Hitcheock, TWork
beczas so heavy that it corld not all bs handled. In 1910 the fla
spidemie which followed the Yorld War also affected ligerds, and laid low
nany of the Buropean woriers. The good doctor had to trest bath his
fellov—-vorkers and the nabtlves, The overload was too much for hin and it
e ht gboud his deabh the next ysar st the sge of thirty-ssven, For
five years the stabtlion was cloged except for ons six months'! period. Then
in 192 Dr, and lrs, Hastings enteread ‘cn a pariod of service at Uburu vhich
hzs conbinvad, broken only by furloughs, to the presant da.v.lh

Thioc hospital is one of the best placed misslon hosplitals 1n Africs,
Situsted in the nldst of a grzat population, its fane as o center of healing
drows pabtients from 2 wide srez., The miracle of swrgery nwde a grect ime
pression on the nobivas cn did much to remove their prejudice, When Dr,
Hastings cured the discesso czllad ya-.mls this firmly established the
succass of the madi:cal work in south Wigeria, This enrs spread like wild
firs through-ous the land, snd the hospital was besisged by sulfcrers.
it times the doctor would have twelvs hundred peopla waltin: to be treated,

Ia b 29 & place of land for a leper camp wac acquired ebout & mile from
he hospital, and Ly the end of the first yu=er thers wers about saventy

v

lapars there,

1), The latest date to e found was 19h6.
15, Thase are sores that cover the Lody, and almost every native has
than, They can become very painful if infacted.




36

Ths Uuurm hospitel and lepor camp vars enlorged amd improved in
1931 and in 19hS N, Hastings visited leper cenbers avery waek in five
widaly caporabed pluces in additicn to tho camp near the miscion station.
it every centor exeoplk one, treatment 1s glwen undor the coctor's super-
vision by traine? ascistants vho thoarelwes at ons tinme ware lepers.
FeFarlen reports that ab the ‘end of 19k there wers 1,111 lepers on
the roll, thot the oub-pabients =t Ubnrn hespital mmbered 10,501, who
came o Lotal of Th,ChD tinmcs, that there were 576 inpationts, =md that
T1h operntions ware ;:n-.er."m'.-'.:ad.]'"'l'he hospital is entiraly scli-supporting,

For labest avallsble stobistics gec the Avpendir,

The Soubhern I?’:ti.s-t Cenvonkicn Forelgn Nission Board (1050)
erican)

The foraign mission Board of the Southern Rertist Convantlon begzan
sork in liigovia in the year 1950, The Rev, J. T. Howsn, his wife, and
ire Goodalo vore the first aprointed for this job, Thoy arrived in
Bigevis in the year 1950, and in less than a month ir. Goodale died, the
first of a long list of Eapbist misslonaries to lay domm their lives in
tilgerin. '

The I'irst twenty-fiva years of Southern Daptist work in ligeria was
a poriod of exgerimont, Tho climats was both traacherous and unknoun,
Irical varfare made it difficult for the missicnarios to travel, Facilities
for tronsportation and comaunicetion were thoroughly inadequate and thae
possivility of doing an expansive uork was thought aimost out of the question.

Aftor traveling over the interior Bowen ssttled in Abeokuta where the
Church i‘isslonary Society, and ths Wsslsyans hed stations, There he
enjoysd the compuny of the menbers of these sccieties as ho studied the
language, gathered important duta about tha country, and preparsd the ;
foundation for his Yoruba grimmar, which has served missionaries to this
praesant day.

15, Ibid., Die 152"1530
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Aftor elghteen months In Abeokuls, Bomon sattled in tim largas Yoruba
toim, Ijoiye. After a visit to the United States Bowen Lrought back five
naw missionariec. A misslon house amd chapel wars balld at Ijoiye, and
tha first convarts wers baptized in 185h, “hon tha n::w-miasi..unaria
arrlved, Bowen maved on into tha intorior, golng to Ogbc.-na-aho. eand JTlorin,
a stronghold of lfohammedanism. This wos the sscomd mission stzbion sSarted
oy Rev, HBowon, During this tims octher mission stzbions wore opened up by
the now meon and women ot Lagos and Oyc. OCrants wore given by ths tribal
government =nd niesion bﬁildtngs erccted, The period of sorvice for hev,
Boven and his wife vias quite short, and bzesmsc of 1li heelth they were
required to roturn to this country in 1856,

In 1962 Ijolve fell victim to an inter-trical wsr, and many refugess
went %o ibeckuta, Labter conditions bacaue so severe here thut the
missionariec had to flee to Lagos, At Lagos they fommd sefsty 'in the
houce of irs., J.Jis Horden, the wldow of the first Baptist Afrlcan pastor
of Lagos. Death and sickness continued untll in 1963 thera was not one
Southorn Haptist misaionary loft on the lield,

it the close of the first twonti-five yesrs of work in Klgeria,
conditions wore not wvery enconraging. Most of the misslconurles elther

hed died or were forced to go back to the States becanse of thelr hezlth,

The missions 1a the four towns had to bo zbandoned by 1369 because.of the

Civil War in lwerica, The Board had no money to support them. It was not
until slx yoars la'l';r that the Board w=s sble to re-open work. Twenty-one
missicnaries worked in Migaria dunring this first era. Tha foundaticns

Sg e e Wy R Py Ty

they lald mase rossible the werk that cams later. The principal work of
these missionaries in thosa early days was that of preaching, teaching,
and ouildinge It was largely a task of Luilding good will, with as amch
preac'hin;-, «and teaching as poaa:l.b'le in addi'b:l.on.l.’

17. G. Sylvester Greon, Few Hiperis, pp. 6£-69.




With the arrival of ¥. T. David the yoar 1875 marked the resumption
of Sounthern Bapbtisl work in llgerla. For six ysars thare had boor nc
viite miseiopardes and, the responsibllity for the work started thore had
beon in the hands of natlve Bzptists. It was krs, J. Hardean who directed,
eacoursged, and carried on the Baptist work, not only in Lagos, tut &lso
througioul the countryside. So successful was the work of thess nztives,
that when the wshite misslonaries moved im, tha7 found many converts st
the larger clties 1like Lagos, Abociuta,; and Ogomosho, '.'-'eit.iﬁ;: to be vaptized,
ant likewise small housss of worship had Leen aracted'. '

Evan,ollsa had boen the great emchasis of tha vork of the natives
during, the slz years sbgsence of the missionaries. With t:ms soirit of
evanyelisn the new aissionuries eaterad the great p'ar.tod of gz'o;':th end
1:ar.-:unaz;cy that marked the efforts of Soulhorn Baptists daring the second
guarbor cenlury in Rigerla,

‘The period of scrvice in the first quarter century in Higerla had
baen approximataly two yezrs, vui in tha seccnd quarter and thersaftor
gome btoras ran &5 high as twenty and thirby years.

4ith ths turn of the century, new hope, now visi'n, ami new prospacts
arosg. In a perlod marked by organizatlon.and sxpansion, sevaral majer
devalopments ware notad in the mlssionsry programe Hlasionsry C.Es Smith
hod inougurated the nucleus of what was to bacemn tha theclogical saminary.
He ba_llaved ons of the principals alms of foraigza missions wzs to train
a native m‘].nistry.lﬂ

This training institution for native workcrs hca proved iiseli 2
vitel factor in the development of mission work in Figeria. Oub of this

hes growm the Southera Baptist College and Seminary at Ogboumosho, At the
sanz time ruiimente of an elersntary an’ a secondavry school system vwere

in process of forming. The instructions were given both in the vernaculer

- 1s Tbide, Fa T3
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and in English, =nd 1n avery instonce it was accompanied by the rreaching
of the CGosypel.

In Abeckuta is found the Baptlist Hoys! High School. Hoys sradusting
from Lhls school are peraitted Lo matricenlsts without exanination abt
Loadon University. Hmy have roceivod the coveted Cambridge Gertificate,
idlgo in ibadkuta 1s a zirls' school, tha gredastes.of which ut.-a flsvalaping
into remarkably afflciont teachars throughout Nigeriz, Another girls!
school is located st Lugos,.

Tndustrial schools ara located at Iwo and Shakd,; the lstber practicelly
mokting all the furnitnre for the missionarias! homes,

In 1907 the first nodical miasilonary came to Higeria from their
Churche Thalr hosp:l_.iml is lacatad ot Ogbomosho,

In 1210 a constitution and by=laws were adopted, which brounght into
ma2 body ¢ll tha work:ars in thoe fisld, both whits and native, This
organizatlon was given the officinl nama of The Higsrian Beptist Conference,.

Undar Lholr sunplcess a neuwspsper, the Hirerda Buptistht, was printed beth

in Yoraba and English,

“After nore thon threa-quarters of a sentury of rorit for Christ in
Higerin, there ars more than two hundred ehurchaa- and congrogatlons, with
o total Lzptised marborship in excess of 149,000 menbers; one hundrad
Lourtoen Sunday-schocls, and there wero :q-:;z-e than 1,500 baptisms every
yoar, The total giftes contributed by the churches in Mlgeris for the
support of thelr pastors sand toachers, for missions, and for ths upkeep
of thelr church buildings, is aprroximataly :%22,(!()0 a year, i

Latost avallsbls statistlecs are found in the Appendix,

Qua Thoe Keston (1937)
The Qua Iboe Lission was begun in 1787, in recicnse to on eppeal
from soune mabors of. the Touno, o clan of the Ibibio tribe, loczted in
south-cast Wigeris, They livaed along the Qua Ibos river, and hence the name,

19- Ibid- 2 Pp-,_ao-81c
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These prople carried on a trade with Cclaver end in doing 5o case into
contact with native Christluns there. ZLbcut thic tinz alss a whils trader,
vwho hadi setbled among them, gave bhom instructions end on Sundays assoubled
sone of thoa to tell them zbout his God.. Receiving Lhis 1ittle bit of
instruction the nstlivas wanted more, An appzal for a xissionary wes mude
by lebter in the name of o wssber of the clan. Thls letter was talten to
buke ¥own in.Higeria whiere it finally cume inte the hends of tha Scottish
rresbyisrien Sission thoers, From here it finally found its way to the
late Dre Grattan Culnnese, of Herlsy Collsge, London, He in turn read

the lebber to his students, and in response, onc of bhoms lre S.As Bill,
cifered himsell for the task, . :

" In the coursz of tima, hoxevar, ths missisn field in the Ibibie
counvy become toc large for the Scottish Fresbiyterlian Church and so it
allocatod this territory %o an interdercamlinationsl Irish Frotestant
ilssion Sociotby with headquarters ab Bsliast, Irelond, The illsslon under
their cirection wes then cglled the ‘ha Ii:;a Etlssion-m

.Te Bill arrived ot tho Dua Tuoa river ot the end of 1317, and work
soon bagan to show fralt at Ibuno the first mission staticn. lre Bailie
Jolned Mpre Bill in 17980, By the uork of thess two.a small church grow
upy and in 1390, the Tirst comwnion servico was hald, with eleven Christimn
natives perticijpsting.  The work grew rapldly, the number of cummmnicants
reaching 300 by the end of 1399, when the flrst native pustor wae
a;pointed (Davic Ekon(;).al _

The Society consists in ths aain of leymen and provides for cnly the

barest kind of missionary halp, depending on the nutives themselvez te
spbicial ina..-ru ticny; end laying no

bake up the work after ths most sup

20, Ur. J. T. L'u.e].'l.er, uifricals Flea o Cur Ghurch," Tia lalthor
Loague iessenger, (July, 1938), 702.

21, I;a:l':-iell, O Git-’ Fa 97«
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stross vhatever on indectrinaticn, Wolilng the native mission so inde-
rendent of forsiyn suprnort has done one thing anywsy,; it has tralned the

tive o give to thz work.

s

na:

& doctor in located ot Etinan ono of the shtalions,

For ctablciles on thls society s20 the Aprondix,

lﬂ*im‘l.tl.m(i’athn'!:lst Hlasionary Socisty (1193)
)

Iilssionaries of this Soclety first did work in Fernondo Fo, island at
the mouth of the Calabar river, but they felt that their work at tils place
was too limited and they docided to move wp into Higorize. Accordingly,
in 1993, new ground was broken and an opening made on the mainlond near
Calabar at Archibong Torm on the Akwa-Yafe river, The Rev, R, Fzirley and
the Rave Jok. i!ro.‘-n. ware the first to coma to this place, The first two
convorts Irom heathenism ware ba;.:h'l.zad in 17995,

Uron the subtlement of the Cameroon Boundary before the first vorld
War, the Bission found itsclf included on the Germen side of the frontier,
#n¢tl o the iidlesion and a number of their people vere moved over the line
into lritich territory. The new scttlement :as mado at Grem,

Advance was mafde from the coast in the south-cast 'u',:.- counbry north-
west throvgh the Bfik-speaiking peonles r:l.g;hi_'. into Ibo couniry, This was
raschad by 191l. s ;

i odvace of tha Fort Harcourt railvey beyond Enugu in (nitshe
comntry 1:d tho 1sslon still ferther north, and at length, in 192k, thoy
cressed the Gorder into the I!orthalm Frovinces ard openad work among the
Okkpotos ‘in Yunshi Frovince. Thls was the first extenclon made from the
Calabar coast sbralght up Lhvouzh the Benue Tagion.

Thore are nina stablons in all. At twn of those there are training
institutes for boys, ona at Oron (opsnsd in 1905) and one &t Ususkoli.

At the latter of thase txo contors studsnis. are trained as tsachors.

Hear the school at.Uzueioll therse is a large leper colonye At Jemastowm




