Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship

5-17-1948

Hebrews- An Exegetical Study

James W. Mayer
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_mayerj@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

O‘ Part of the Biblical Studies Commons

Recommended Citation

Mayer, James W., "Hebrews- An Exegetical Study" (1948). Bachelor of Divinity. 256.
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/256

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.









35

These ten verses of chapter seven, are, however, only
one statement of a great thought recurring throughout the
Epistle: Christ 18 the eternal priest.l” We find the fol-
lowing statements in the Epistle regarding the eternality
of Christ as priest:

Thy throne, 0 God, is forever and ever. (1:8)
they will perish, but Thou remainest; (1:11)
Thou art a priest forever. (3 times: 5:6; 7:17; 7:31)
having become a priest forever, (6:30)
He continues a priest forever. ' (7:3)

He holds His priesthood permanently
because He continues forever. (7:24)

aproints a Son who has been made per-
fect forever, (7:28)

through eternal épirit He offered Himself (9:14)

Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and
ever. ’ s (13:21)

These are only the Quotations which specifically use words
Synonomous with eternality. There are many other phrases
and statements in the Epistle which likewise point to Christ

28 the eternal priest. For example: the various references

.a) 18
to the immutability of Christ (1:13; 5:30; 13:8),"° and to E

. " v here, frequently reours in the
éeinI. §2°1§p§§2°§r°fﬁ2 géeat aharacteristic w;:oh;o:::ug:
the Epistle, intended to proclaim the absolute t::e BN
gt ghriatianity, 1nnoogtraet to tgittra;aigg{ na
ev ’ . ruce, O0PpP. .3 . .

1§f°§%1iglt§é§na High-priei% 1% was 1mpossib1: azillggger
to associate the idea of change: rather in Him,h B ety
glory and permanence of His exalted State‘bzzgeraoovanant!
not only of a better Priesthood, but of &
Milligan, op. cit., p. 124.




His "indestructible 1life," (7:15 and 13:5), We have made
no mention whatever of the many passages which speak of the
eternal character of the offering which Christ brought (7:27;
9:14; 9:25; 9:36; 10:9; 10:13; 10:14), of the eternal sal-
vation He has provured for us (9:13; 9:15; 11:10; 11:18;
12:33; 13:14), of the eternal character of the New Covenant
as opposed to the transitory character of the 0ld Dispensa-
tion (4:10; 7:20; 8:8; 8:13; 13:10; 13:20), or of the dozen
or more passages which speak of Christ as performing His
duties now, &t the right hand of the Majesty of God. Well
does the author of this Epistle say, "See how great He is!"
Christ the superior priest-—superior because He lives for-
ever!1®

Since Christ is eternal, since He is the priest that
lives forever, we dare not forget that He lives even now,
that even now He gite at the right hand of God: It is just
this truth which the author of the Epistle %o the Hehrews
wants to present so conclusively to his readers that they
will never have ocoasion to forget it. He is not content
to assume that his readers will see this fact. Then the
Jewich Christians read thig Epistle they had constant oppor-
turdty to observe that in Christ, whether before, during,
or after His humiliation, "there is the game unbroken con-

tinuity through changes which to our eyes intc *Tupt or

slon of His perfection before dwelling ®
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limit His activity,"20 _ |

If these Jewlsh people thouéht that there was still
something of worth in the old system of aniggl sacrifices,
rarticularly since the priest.of the New Govenant (even when
they needed Him so badly) was apparently no longef present,
how could they fail to be convinced by the author how mis-
taken they were! He sounds the first note proclaiming Christ
the Ever-present, the.continuous Now, in 1:3; other voices
take up the theme in chapter two, and then, throughout the
Epistle it grows, gaining in tempo and in glory, until the
final verse of the body of the letter: "Christ forever and
ever!" ©Not only is this theme repeated over and over again,
but i1t is as thoughtour author were writing a fugue in whioch
the theme, receiving constantly varied treatment throughout
the composition, breaks through again and again; and because
of the "episodic material" interspersed, each statement of
the theme 18 more significant than the foregoing, each appear—
ance more magnificent.. ’

Our Christian Priest lives now. When we think of Christ
living in the present, it 1s almosi impossible to divorce
His present work from His person. The passages indicating
Christ's presence sometimes speak of Him as the King who rules

over all, sometimes of the Priest-king who has been crowned

with glory and honor because He has forever brought satis-
» who, in glory

faction on our behalf, sometimes of the Priest

20. Wescott, op. oit., P. 434.




38

and honor, continues His priestly work in the "eity of foun-
dations": interdeding for us,31 preparing for ue a2 final
67%43df7Q/4{5 22 But our attention, whether focused on the
New Covenant, or on the offering, is nevertheless always dizr-
ected first to the person of the @reat Priest.- "Wie have a
great High-priest who has passed throught the heavens." "See
how great He is--He lives!"

For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of

31, "And Christ a2s King, having offered one sacrifice for
8ins forever, walts uvon His throne for the complete estab-
lishment of a sovereignty which He has finally won. . . In
these passages the two offices are placed in olosest con-
nection; and the session of Christ on the right hand of CGod's
majesty 18, with one exception (}:3) always connected with the
fulfillment of priestly work." Wescott, op. cit., 337,
32, Christ is present; this is stated in the following pas-
sages:
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty
on high (
8it at ¥y right hand until
Thou hast crowned Him with glory and honor
we see Jesus, orowned with glory and honor
fall away from the living God.
%hile it is still "today %
The %ord of God is living
a great High-priest who thas paseed through (
the heavens
who have tasted the heavenly gift S
where Jesus has gone as forerunner

we have such a High-priestp one who is seated l

o0 Puee se sa ve o0

P s jd (O3 A
o 8\;4& D o DY s 5 e
e ad e

St b b s
o

St

N

8t the right hand of the throne
Christ hag entered. . . into heaven itself
we have a great PFriest
Christ will apprear a second time

the living God
must believe that He exisis
;o the city w?iohtgas fou?ggtiona

as prepared for them a ¢
that thg& might rise again to a better 1ife
18 geated at the right hand of God s 53
¥ount Zion and to the city of the living ' (12:23)
the city which is to come.
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the most high God,33 met Abraham returning from

the slaughter of the kings and blessed him} and

to him Abrsham apportioned a tenth part of every-

thing. He is first, by translation of his name,

king of righteousness, and then he is also king

of Salem, that is, king of peace. (7:1-3)

We have already discussed the part of this Quotation
referring to Melchizedek's timelessness and its exposition
directly following these verses. The author, however, has
more to say about this Melchizedek, He submits the very name
"ielchizedek® to a very careful scrutiny, and from this ex-
amination gleans several important truths.

Melchizedek is "first, by translation of His name, king
of righteocusness, and then he 1s also king of Salem, that is,
king of peace." What is ascribed to Melchizedek must also
be agcribed to Christ of whom Melchizedek is only a type.
Since this Welchizedek was king of righteousness, and then
also king of peaoe, Christ is likewige king of righteousness
and king of psace, :

We feel, with Bruoe, that the author very carefully com-
pletes the parallel between Melohizedek and Christ, applying
this typology in 7:26. Ther (7:28) he says that we now have

such a priest: "holy, blameless, unstained, spparated from
"¢ 18 not improbable

define "right-

sinners, exalted above the heavens."

- . . that the terms dbiog, Lrtkes ~Sueinvlos

: ber Hohe-
33, " Angeredete nur Priester, nicht a
Priester g:zag:: wi%d, tut der Beweiskraft dertSteizi kﬁi{%ﬁt-
Eintrag, da der Koenig, wenn €r gugleich Priege:ftzt ’Daher
verstaendlich die Tuerde eines °b°f§‘§°§t§f§ater agoh der
helszt Chrigtus (5:10; 6:30) such "Hoherp 128.

Ordnung Melchisedeks.” Riggenbach, OD. cit., P.
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eousness," that the phrase Kefwgimilo, wrd TaV gadgrim inter-
prets "peace", and that vy JdeTiges ridd o¥guvidy a’“";“"‘if indicates
the significance of “king".34 This priest is king in the
hi‘ghest sense of the word, for He rules over the highest of
Kingdoms. His rule is mot confined to the physical universe,
but holds sway in the :.cealvm of the spiritual; {t is not con-
fined to a sphere wherein dwells imperfections, but rules
over the kingdom of perfections. This kingdom of perfections
might be called Salem, tha;t is, peace, for where perfection.
rules over that which has been made perféét, there is also
perfect peace, ‘ |

The Epistle leaves absolutely no doubt concerning the
faot that Christ is the perfeet ruler and the perfeet priest.
Though we do not f£ind nearly so many references to His per-
fection as, for example, to Hig eternality, the contrast be-
‘tween the old, corrupt, degenerate priesthood, and the new,
righteous, blameless, holy, sinless priesthood ocours fre-
Quently. That Ohrist was in all things morslly perfect can

.85
be geen by examining the following passages:

Thou hast loved righteousness and hated o)
wickedness :
has been tempted as we are, yet without 0418
sinning :

% which we feel per-
25, We include here only those paasag;:“ S Rl

tain directly to moral perfection. The

reference toychﬂ atts official peﬁeoﬂ.gn are li.a::d 2::;::%'
We are aware that "moral” and "official” are but iwo

of the same thing: Christ ismerfect.
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king of righteousness (7:2)
holy, blameless, unstained, spparated from (7:28)
ginners

offered Himself without bvlemish to God (9:14)

Since Christ is morally perfect, "He has no need, like
those high-priests, to offer sacrifices dally, first for His
own 8ins and then for the sins of the people." How weak, how
useless those 0ld Testament priests appear when compared with
this great High-priest who is free from every inward and out-
ward stain. How futile it seems that a priest, who himself
must first gain access to God, should gain forgiveness from
that God for His people!36

The picture of the hopelessness of these former sacri-
fices becomes even moie apparent when we observe the official
imperfection of the 0ld Testament ﬁrieuta in comparison
with the official perfection of Christ. Our Lord is the
perfect Priest not simply because He Himself is perfect, but
because in addition to His moral perfection He perfectly
fulfills the office of High-priest. This perfection 18 evi-

denced throughout the Epistle by the various references %o
Christ's perfect obediense to the will of God,2? His constant

26, How aware of their pinfulness the 01d Testament priests
were, is shown by their laws of purification: *The higg;prizﬂﬁl
of Israel, even though taken from among men, had, of At oA
the later ritual, seven days before the Great Day of Avomemens,
to remove from his own house to a chamber in the :an;fggfv '
he might be separated for & time from sinful men. 1lligan,

[8) s & - . . . :
e s Lt P 136 #learned obedience! "perfeoted through

. The expressions ,
Burrerins,“epgessgtodiffioulties in interpretation into which

we ghall not be sble to enter in this paper.




falthfulness to His calling, and Hig complete willingness

to surrender to suffering and death on our behalf. ¥Fe list

the passages in that order:

Passages which speak of Christ'e officisl perfection,
pionser of their salivation perfeof;s"3 through suf-

fering (2:10)
and heing made perfect, became the source (5:9)
1% perfection had been attainable through

the Levitical priesthood (7:11)
for the law made nothing perfect; but a better

hope is intreduced (7:19)

the word of oath. . . appoints a Son made per-
fect forever : {7:28)

Paesages which speak of Christ's obedience,
He learned obedience through what He suffered,

and being made perfect... (5:8)
I have come to do Thy will @ God (10:7)
Passages which speak of Christ's faithfulness, :
a falthful High-priest (3:17)
He was faithful to Him who appointed Him (3:2)
Christ was faithful over God's house (3:8)
for He who promised is faithful (10:33)
considered Him faithful who had promised (11:11)

. ' 4n 5:14 and 9:11. The
38, "Perfect":"The adjectivefgﬁfgggﬁblnoun mud L

abetract noun perfection: 6:1; 3 z = 1 0s14:
12:2, "‘""""ﬁeot: 2:10; 5:9:; 7:28; 9:9; 213 t14;
11:40; ;!‘;g?agfrh?;g zgrds are usec’l not'of moral perfection, but

ir frequency is due to the
of the completion of a process. meand el !

writer's insistence on the absolute ‘ :
Chriptian Revelation. Christ, He says, Was :;%glo—:% a“:ﬁf.“" a
(perfeoted) priest (2:10; 5:9 { through glo:

perfect worshipping relationship toward God.




Passuges which speak of Christ's willingness:

He always lives to make intercession for
them {7:35)

offered up Himself (two times) (7:85; 7.:27)

to put away sin by the sacrifios of Himsel? (9:28)

Jesus Christ is the great High-priest of the New Cov-
enant. His is a new priesthood; He is eternal; He is morally
pefreot and officially perfect., He is therefore the surety
of a better covenant, and that better covenant is ours.

The priest that suits us, that oan perfect us as

to our relations with God, that can bring us nigh
and keep us nigh to God, is one perfectly righteous
in all relations, "holy® towards God, benevolent
towards men, free from any fault that might dis-
Qualify Him for His priestly office, separated lo-
cally from sinners by translation to the blessed
region of peace, where He is exempt from temptation
and eternally secure against moral evil; sxalted

to a position of super-celestial glory and power
in full &nd equal fellowship with His gather. Here
at last is the writer's ideal priest!

38, Bruoce, __g oit., p. 380f.




PART 11

e Work of Christ the Superior High-priest

In the next part of our paper we shall discuss the
work of Christ the eternal, the supsrior High-priest. The
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews sees the person and
the work of Christ as one closely knit unit. He sees
Ohrist's offering as superior because the bringer of that
offering is superior; and He who brings the offering 1s
superior because He is the very offering that is brought!

Before proceeding to Christ's offering and the results
and benefits of that offering, however, we must first briefly
. evaluate the 0ld Testament sacrificial system. Wherelh
lay the failure of the 01d? Wherein lay the efficacy that
1t had? We whall discuss some of these problems presently.
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I. The Failure of the 0ld Testament Offerings

Before considering the glory of the New Covenant
and the greatness of Christ's offering in that Covenant,
we must make g brief study of the 0ld Testament saori-
fioclal system. The superiority and the efficacy of Christ's
offering stands oﬁt in our Epistle with muoh_greator force
because it is continually contrasted with this 0ld Testament
system,

God chose to redeem man, and to justify man before
Himself through the shedding of blood. We are told that
"every priest muet offer gifts and sacrifices to God," (8:3)
and, “"without the shedding of blood there is no forgive-
ness of sins." (10:;22). It is Quite olear in our Epistle
that these 01ld Testament saorifices were necessary for
the purifiocation of bodily filthiness, and for the atonement
of sins. We do not Question why, we must simply observe
that it ie so.

In reading the Epietle to the Hebrews, we are often
80 impressed with the grandeur of the New Covenant High-
Priest and His offering, that we may be tempted to for-
get that the 0l1d Testament system had a gloTy all its
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om.l The Hebrews in the wilderness had ample occasion

to observe that this system was instituted by a living

and a jealous God: "A blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom,
and a tempest, and the s.ound of a trumpet, and a voice

whose words made the hearers entreat that no further message
be spoken to them." (13:18,19)., The care with which the
laws concerning the preparation of the tabernacle were Pre-
served--and carried out, shows further how this system was
regarded by the Old Testament people.® The high-priest and
the offerings he brought, 3 were the only connection that the
patriarchs and their successors had with the final realiz-
ation of a hope which, according to chapter twelve of Hebrews,
they were never privileged to see, except as foreshadowed

by the pompous, richly olad priests and high-priests of Is-

1. The people to whom the author of Hebrews wae writing ]
were fully consoious of the glory of the high-priesthood.
The suthor therefore emphasiees the short-comings of tha 3
system in spite of its glory, to direot the readers atientlon
away from the syztem they were so fond of to Christ. Gen-

2. "The Learned Bengel says: 'While two chapters i?;h n
esis are given %o tell us how the world was cseated, :;"
are gixteen chapters to tellsus how the tabernacle was 1
be built. For the world was made for the sake of the church;
and the great object of all creation is. to 8}“% Y e lkanoghlt
redemption and sanctification of His peorle. aphir, oD, S23.s
vol, 1 A s

3. i‘hg author seems to ignore the dlf““’.‘ceim:“::dthe
offerings of the common priests and the high—P:ies-'ﬂ“t
ascribes the gacrifices of the priests to the hightpriest.
Riggenbach attempts to explain the apparent errol o o
"Dagegen kann der Verfasser das taegliche Opf::'ge
priesters mit dem jaerlichen des Versoehnungs de Wirkung be-
fasseny da das Brandopfer ja ebenfalls suahpal sich auch
8asz und das Suehnebeduerfnis des Hehenpr"'“:'i.n eigener
dann bemerkbar machte, wenn er sein Opfer nich 4

- Person darbrachte." Riggenbach, op. oit., P. 313.
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rael,

This system was a glorious system because it held
ever before the eyes of the people of Israel the faot that
their God was a gracious God.“ With every purification cere-
mony, with every offerlng on tﬁe Great Day of Atonement,
God's people realized again that Yahweh wag their God, and
that these sacrifices were their only means of direct com-
munion (and communication) with that God.4 At the same time:
"In these sacrifices thers is a reminder of sin year after
year." (10:3), Every sacrificial offering reminded them
anew that they had offended their God--~that they were God's
only because God so willed, and not because they had merited
His mercy and goodness.® : _

The wiiter of the Epistle to the Hebrews peints out
that the very tabernscle, without and within, was a structure

4. "All sacrifices were either such as were offered on the
ground of communion with God--the burnt- and peace-offerings;
OT such as were intedded to restore that communion when 1} had
Eeen dimmed or disturbed--the sin- and trespass-offering.

dersheim, op. eit. . 128.

5. 'It'ii‘Ea ‘z'-"e'é'uiali)te of the intelligent worshiper to have
8 clear understanding of his own character and rel:tign;i_

He must see his obligation to serve God. He must fee 8 %
disease before he will see his need of a physician. Hg mus
be .conscious of his guilt and pollution before he o;n a; o
8ire forgiveness and renovation. And he must thend :;; o
Gonception of the way in which he is to be pnrdonef S S
Oleansed before he can feel Quiet on the subject o 13 ol
vation. 1In meeting these necessities the ceromonia%d :;;d'
Péculiarly efficaocious. If not only %told him intoo yor
that such was his character and condition, but it enao

: d m
the whole thing before his eyes. The oblationummd h'il:'oo:-i-

Sontinually of his entire dependence upon God

8eQuent obgigations to serve Him, The laoritéoe:aangn!zggégg'
he yoofoTe him his guil and pollution, and the WAy n WG4
he was to be pardoned and cleansed.” Seiss, op. cit., p.




