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The m1Jleni'lm-Old B~ 1lamlln Bmp1l'8 coll.apaed in the J9lll" 1806 8' 

the handa or Hapoleon I. J. noant h18torJ' tmbook, ntening to thia 

teat ot the Little Corpcr&l., adds th:la aentenae, "!hwl d1Nppaarad !1"GIL 

European politics a title (Ho]1' ltOlllaD 11,ptiOrJ 11hiah bad 'been a vouble­

makar tor a thousand J88ftS or 110.111 It 'ftB on 1ebruaz7 11th ot thia 

memorable year that Ernst Uorits Buerger aa the light ot dq 1n Jrmltald. 

1n the Simm Ersgebirga.2 

Politic~ the tum ot the 19t.h CaDtur,y amr t.ha reaation&rJ", can­

aervatiw statesman or Europe endaavor1ng to turn the banda ot the cl:ock 

ot tims back to the period batore the .Amar.Lean and the Prench Rlm>J.u1;1ona. 

'lhe ~temich SJBtem which wu an outgrcnrt.h at the Congreu ot Viana 

(1815) tried to roinstate in Earope the .lnc18Dt Regime, that anachl'on1atic 

state of aft&ira 'Ahich '1188 built OD iDequalitiea, imt.fi~■, inaeau.1'1-­

tieo, and 1nsincar1t1ea. The rw.era in Earapa guard8cl t.bair wstecl interest■ 

in the staunch belief ot the divim right ot k:lnga1 wh1la t.he two revolu­

tions in the last quarter or t.he 18th CeuturJ had eom tu aeed ot dmaD­

craey which ,was destined to become a poll8l"f'ul factor :ln the world. Ermt 

lloritz Buerger raterred to the Napol6on1c etruggle :ln thelle 'IIUl"cla1 

~ parents sa hard t,mu in the nr-,ean up to 1814. 'lhere 
1R1B plenty of quartering at eold1er11, danger, and trouble. I 
remeDbBr that the glaaa goblets on the table j1ng]ed and the 
windmr-panea rattled from the tlumder or C8D"onad1ng 1n the batt.la 
or :ta1ps1g, mi1ch 11118 nen t.en hours d1.atant fNlll See11ts.l 

l R. o. Bagha, l'!!! UPk:1ng 2!. Toda,I'•· world, P• h6h. . 

2 Sell>etbio-e "l'OD Ernet Horitsaimr• luther.lacher Putm' 
emeritus iidnen i~-n iiffl, Jua ~• J& 1!!!!, 
Iciii 8j Jabra alt var. (liere u !opiii!i), P• 0 • ------

3 Xbid., P• 9. -









that he would do trrong. He lfa& r.l.go1"0Wll.1' ,harah in ·evaluating h:iJ!l8elt. 

He was haunted. b;r the thouglit that he had de11arted hia Ood-glven duties :ln 

Germal\YJ he was a traitor to the tai thNt paatora "lho wre battling ror 
cont"oasional Lutperaniam 1n Saxo!Ji.r• The oaths. nom in his certificate ot 

vocation and ordination reven>erated �~� his 1.nf'lamad mlnd. 'lhe un-
, 

_maisld.ng or stepban demanstrated that his· idol had c1q feet. Tho skelatona 

in the closet or ld,a Dd.nd viv:L~· paraded bef'ore his qas. He aaw the . . . . 
!am:il.y ties rude:cy' torn asunder, the l19dding 'V0\18 ahma,le~ bro~, 

childrcm ld~d • . 'fhe �~� aJu-J,eka ot the victims on the Amal1a . . . 

l'lho b1ind]q tollowad their. leaders ~re conjurad. up, -it ,is eaaj- to assuma, 
�~� . . 

in his unrul1' oonscience.· ,\Te �~� read117 1mag:lne he aa hunger 'and death 

&talk the innocent victima or the colo118&1. �~� at emigration. His intant . . 
daµghter and 1~· w.µ:e· lm'e mercileaslJ' BD&tohed from ·among the li~; . 

. . 
in all this he &&ii' the finger-of God pointing at h1.m."tel.11Dg him unequivocall1' 

to ratur11 to the place mere he belonged.- The lut !link 1n the chain that 

TIOUl.d drag him back was forged at the Altenburg debates · undeservad criti-. . 
ciam., a "deserting· ccmgregation, ·and, oatrac:lam "by tho clsi'O'• . . ·-

�~� .. " ,: 

Then the autQbiographer caM to the decial.on to return to Oerman7• 
' 

He sold his bel.ongS:nga lor• $200.00j · jmpad the 'Uarbach tand.:q, and started . . . .,,:· . . 
his journq back. Thq ~led 'b7 water~ • the Uiaa1saipp1. and Od.o Rivera 

and Lake Erie via Cinaimati and ·clewl.mld. · 'th.97 landed 1n Butf'alo on a . , ' 

.SUndq in the late tall .. ~· aabl.68 

• • I •• • ._ 

• I, • " 
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Here another ocmliztov'an1&l ahaptar 1n Buerger•~ lite began, but that 

is a ato17 in itaalt. Before clraJ.nc thia preaent thea:la to a cloae, a 

tn interesting dataila 111117 be added froa an editorial and an obituar:,- ot 

the Buf'talo Elpreaa, 

THE Lf.D RBV • B. II. BilkBuER 

A Pianaer ot t.he Llitberan Church ot 
Butt&l.o - A Diatillgaillbad oaner. 

The e;aa hu alread7 briafl1' reoardad the death in tbia 
city,on ~ 22d, ot the Rev■• B■ U. Buerger, "'llhO na the first 
pastor ot the First Bvange~aal LUthenn TrinitJ- Conaregation in 
this city, and a man at National note 1n that denomination. Bis 
tormsr activit7 h81'9 in buU ding up lhat hall long been a strong . 
church, and the regard 'irith which ha 18 atill ramamberad by DUU:\Y 
Buf'talonians, make it titting to speak aomnbat ot his career. 

He "ABB bom 1n Al'nllteld, OenlD;,:, ot t81DD118 eaclaa1.utical 
Saxon stock, his toref'athera ~ pastors in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church back as tar aa 16ff. ID 1829, alter J8&l'8 at the 
University of Leipdg, he becw a aandidate tor the Jld.niBtr,y. 
He has lett an ~sting av.tobio~, in. :which the ~ 
;years ot his :ad.niatr;y are tre,t.ted with DUoh da.aoriptlva detail, 
which :mat be here ond.tted. . 

:. In the tall ot· 1838 the emigration to Allm"ica ot 8evaral 
Lutheran m1niatera and their ocmgregati_ons na planned and 
executed. About 800 Lutherana laf't thair,mtive ·homa and sailed 
in six veaaeia, one at whiah, the Amal1a, waa. ahiplll"&aked. Tho 

. Rav. E. u. Buerger, with hie CQDg1'9g&tion, aa:lled on the ahip 
Copernicus, and reaahad !fff 0rlean81 December )lat, 1838. The 
leader of these SUOn - . LUtherana-1188 a Bsv. uart;1n Stephan. 
'?he other ahipa arriftd at law 0rle&D8 soon attar, and the 
emigrants continued their voyage up the H1saiasipp1 on steamers. 
'fhey founded aott.J.mmlta ~ Peff,1' COUllt7, Ko., at that t1ma a 
timber-ooantr,r, with•~ one log hut, but llOII' a cultivated 
countrr with fine t&l"IIIII and Tillages. Quite a DWDber ot the 
Saxons went turthar nort.h to st. Louis, 1lhera • naw find large 
and waaltb¥ oonpegat1ona and the Concordia UD:lveraity toundad 
by these Suon-~• 'fh.81'8 w DQII' t1pd the haadqaartera 
ot the Evangelical Lutheran SJnpd. ot Kia■~, Obio, (and other 
States), the cODCOl'd1& Pabllahing Bouae, mere Bibles, the 
vorks of Luther, ciluroh apd school books, and NV8ral pe~od­
icals, etc., are pu.bl:lebe4 • . 

The tirat col].ege· 1188 ·a loghoue in PelTT county, Bo., and 
those SUDn nd.niatarll 1181'9 proteaaora, paatora, loghoue-bu:lldera 
and tarmara, and their atudenta WN obliged to change ott 111th 
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aa~ :tioe and gr~. Bot all~ stand thoae hardablps ad the 
cl1Jilate ~ ~ nn homJ the settlers ._.. ~ t.o bJa1iLd a 
rail fence ai'om1d their gr&ff7&1'Cl. The1'9 the BeT. Jlr. Buarger • 
buried his wile am two children. 

In J.841 be left 11.a■OUl'i 'Id.th-his two IIOIUI alid aua· to 
Battalo, where he was ■elected paator b7 a Lutlleran· ~gation, 
which ~ ~tad frm Pruaai&. B1e childrm ware taken ·CIIZ'e 
of b7 a fam:Ui' of ·biai congregation until :ln l81a2 he f'omid a trwi 
mother for them in Jllaa Salama Ke:la■nel', daughter Of a wall.­
edu.cated achoolwachar,. wall.-kncnm in those tinaa :l.n ·Butf'alo, 
JI •. G •. J.teissner. She died in ll&Zt, Klnn., and lott three 
daugb:tera and one eon. . · 

The vark of a r.utherau ml.n!atar :ln Bllt'f'alo :l.n those times 
was gemd.ne pioneer work. · KOD87 wu .aaaroe, and labor, was ez- , 
changed tor atorepq. When oholera't:lllad our~• Ul". 
Buerger consoled the '1,ck on. tha:lr ~ •. u ha atten,ards 
did 1n WashinP,on D. c., during...,._ '1&1"11: . 

When the r:lztt Jm4galiaal Lutheran ~t7 Ocmgregation 
was incorporated, tbe!r places al 'ilorilb:lp nre ,~ h0"'8B 
or halls and attanrard a IIDl&ll ~ ~ on. 11'1Jl1am .Stre.et, 
corner of ltllnor street, when the aev. B. u. Buerger alao 
taught school. Bow tJie congregation ~ .a . t:lna ohurch and 
ochoolhouse, ·wit.h modem impJ'ovemmlts.. The inoorporation •tooic 
pl.ace in Febrwa.-;r, 1844. 1.11". Buarl!r •~ with his congre­
gation until lBSJ,. From 1851 to 1859 he waa ~ 1n l'lu:b 
Seneca, die:re the Luilherana aasembled in a d1atr.lot 11.ahool­
houae. From l8S9 to 1810 be was pastor of the Evangelical 
Lutheran TriniV Church at Waabington. Bia nm aharge waa 
at Ha.rt, Yinn., where IIIID1' Luthar8DII had aettled. In 1879, 
at the aemi--c:entenma;L c;elebration ~ his tirat paatoJ'&,te, 
a jubilee vas held 'b7' bis · ~agues of. t.he-Jlili.aouri and 
Wisconsin Synod in J,tlJmaaota,· ~ a valuable ~ble 1'88 pvan 
him. In 1874, tao ~ after the death of ~ aeoond_ wile, 
he again marr.led. H1s hOD18 •0~ 't9 be at_Hart and Rwlh­
f'ord, lt:lnn., until 1888, :ahen his .t)lµ'd 'ldte died. fhareaf':ter 
he made his hoa wit.ti bis son on ld.c;higan -Street ~ this cd.tJ' 
until his death a wek ·ago ~, aged 8h 79ara. '.rhe· ~ 
tunare,l was heid on• tue•dq laat and the rema1 na eant to 
Rushtcrd, :mm~, tor bur.til. 

The aev. Kl' .. Burger na one at the moat. di~ 
DDD iri the hiatort of' t':a (Je1'mlln Evangalical church in 
.America. ma natch haa aborm. him 88 & piOD.881', but it. 
has aaicl nothing of hlm aa a apea.1mr; thaolog1.e&il _m.~ and 
poet. Be wrote maiJ;y JQmna and ~t, poama, ,~ ot wbich was 
:read at h1.a funeral. The church "llb1.oll he ~.:I,~ toan4 in 
America has now ooniripti~na 1.D D8U'~ everr· state-· in the 
U'n1on. Its institutions of learning inol11da • co].;Lege, founded 
in 1839 1n Altenburg, P8ff7 oo., *•• DOR' at Fort. wa.,na, Ind., 
a theological aemtnarr, rounded 1.111850 at st. Lou:laJ a 
theological audD&rT and pro-ae9L'INJ!7, f'~ at ,F,prl; 1181U, 
Ind., ncnr at Spr1Dgtield, Ill• J a normal aahool founded :ln 
:u1J.waulme, \Tia., in 18$9, DOIi' at Addiaon, Ill. In ,addition 
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thereto a.re coll.8ge11 'of th~ 8tmir&l dilltn~ at Jl8II' Y.ork, Oonaordia, 
Ko.,. and 1.11.lJraukea. The ,SJnod1cal. Ccmt8l'liilce, a church bQC\r to 
~ch the_ Evangelical ~t.heran s,nod at -■aou:n, ·Ob:lc>, and -~ 
states belongs, campriaea four 8JDO.da with 1,811 aongregationa, 
1,290 ministers and 366, 761 CODP1Pn1 Mnta. In tbia citJ' there 111'8 
four C011gl"egationa, tour min:1.at;&ra, tour· 11ohoolll 'Ill.th nine teachel'B 
belonging to the ~d.$7DC>d.· A hi~ of the ftrat Evangelical 
Lutheran 'l'rinitJ' Congregation wu pabliehed J.ut October when the 
church jub~ was celebratad, and-the deceased dali'181"8d hill 
last aermon.69' 

I 

On the . editor.I.al page .ot t.he -. 11fne, the editor etilogiHd Ernst 
·-

Uoritz Buerger and paid ~bu.ta to the ~11sour1· SJno_d ,in t.heae -m:,rd81 

So tar u w have obsernd.1 tJu1 g■s todq is the ~ 
But.talo paper ~ in ~eh iTi?i 11aqht to _pq ti-tting 
tribute to the late Rev. E. u. Buerger, one· of the Lutheran fore­
fathers or America, whose work for mairJ' 18U'8 was cam.ad on in 
this cit7. A neceas~ inadequate sketch and an excellent 
portrait of him will be found on: page 8.- · 

Pastor Baarger• a manor,- vill. be chariahed !IOt more. dear~ 
:tn this city than in the towns 0£' the West where he has vorked. 
The Evangelical Lutheran element in :euttalo is one of ·the ~at, 
1110st richteous intlwpioes in this city. \Ve have heard th.a s¢DI, 
11.A Lutheran is a1:n.JB a good naigbl>or.n 'lo moat English citiuna, 
we dare sq, the rigl.dity 9£ Evanp]ioal LUtheran tenets 1IOliµl 
be well-nigh DIIZ"V8lous in these cia,11 ot eaq interpret,ation at 
moral obligations. In his shrewd nst~s of the Great-lTeatn, 
:Mr. Charles Dwll.q Warner oOllll'IBDtB at length on the Evange~cal 
Lutheran creed and ·o11araoter, "which adheres ~ct~ to the 
Augsburg Conf'eaaion, and is ~ahad from :the general 
Lutheran Church bJ' greater strictness ot ~ctrine and praotice ••• 
It grounds itself' upon the literal iliapl.ration ot the Soripturea, 
upon salvation b7 ta:lth alone, and upon individual libel't1'• • • 
I know ot no other denoidaation whiah holds its nanbers to such 
primiti"f9 theolog ~ auoh str1atna1a of lite. It :repudi~1 
prohibition as an inf'r1ngement ot personal libartq, 1I011ld maka 
-the use of wiDe or beer depend upon the individual conaoience, 
but no :meDiber ot the COllllllWlion 1fOUld be pend.tied to sell 
intoxicating liquors, or to go to a beer-garden or a thea~ •••. 
No member 1JOW,cl be permitted to join &DJ' labor union or 
secret aooiet7. In a town ao largel1' ~ (Hr. Warner is 
speaking ot ·st. Lou:11, but the BUtt,alo conditions are no\ 
diaa:t mil ar), and with ao malV' f'reetbi ~ken ~ \l'8ll u f~a­
livera, I cannot but consider tbia strict ■act, of a a1iDple 
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unquestioning faith ,and hfgh ~al demanda, of 'tha highest importanaa 
1n the future of the oit7. But ona encounters 'With au:i'priao, in 
our modern lite, this ret:Lval or -the sixteenth Cenliu:r7, which 
plants itself so a~ againat ao lll1Ch that • call •progress•. 10 

In the t11'll:lght ot. h1a lite, the • octogenarian pastor expressed the hope 

that his autobiography would fumiah intOl'lll.tion nwu ja einmal jamand von 

leutzen aein k~ten (that llllli7' JIOIIIBtiJae be of ·va1.ue to ·someone). '11 1'he 

present is that naomet1.m9n. I happen to be the 11aomeonen • 

. . 
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