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The millenium-o0ld Holy Roman Empire collapsed in the year 1806 at
the hands of Napoleon I. A recent history textbook, referring to this
feat of the Little Corparal, adds this sentence; "Thus disappeared from
European politics a title (Holy Rowaity Emperor) which had been a trouble-
maker for a thousand years or so."l It was on February 17th of this
memorable year that Ernst Morits Buerger saw the light of day in Armsfeld
in the Saxon Erzgebirge.2

Politically the turn of the 19th Century saw the reactionary, con—-
servative statesmen of Eurcpe endeavoring to turn the hands of the clock
of %ims back to the period bafore the American and the French Revolutions.
The letternich System which was an outgrowth of the Congress of Viemna
(1815) tried to roinstate in Purope the Ancient Regime, that anachronistic
state of affairs which was built on inequalities, inefficiencies, inmsecuri-
ties, and insincerities. The rulers in Europe guarded their vested interests
in the staunch belief of the divine right of kings, while the two revolu-
tions in the last quarter of the 18th Century had sown the seed of demo-
cracy vhich was destined to become a powerful factor in the world. Ernst
loritz Buerger referred to the Napoléonic struggle in these words:

¥y parents saw hard timss in the war-years up to 1814. There

was plenty of quartering of soldiers, danger, and trouble. I

remenber that the glass goblets on ths table jingled and the

ﬂndow—panearattladfmthethundarorcmdinsinthgbatua
of Ieipzig, which was even ten hours distant from Seelits.

1 R. O. Hughs, The Maldng of Today's World, p. L6k,

2 Selbatbio%e von Ernst lorits B;E_e%r, lutherischer Pastor

S e e By Ao w5 BaistTopaie), 7. O
3 Ibid., p. 9.
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Here another controversial chapter in Buerger's life began, but that
is a story in itself. Before drawing this present thesis to a close, a
few interesting details may be added from an editorial and an obituary of
the Buffalo 883

THE LATE REV. E. . BUERGER

A Pionser of the Iiitheran Church of
Buffalo = A Distinguished Career.

The @58 has already briefly recorded the death in this
city, on d, of the Rev. E. M. Buerger, who was the first
pastor of the First Evangelical Lutheran Trinity Congregation in
this city, and a man of National note in that denomination. His
former activity here in building up what has long been a strong -
church, and the regard with which he is still remembered by many
Buffalonians, make it fitting to speak somswhat of his career.

He was born in Arnafeld, Germany, of famous ecclesiastical
Saxon stock, his forefathers being pastors in the Evangelical
Tutheran Church back as far as 1679. In 1829, after yeara at the
University of Leipzig, he becams a candidate for the ministry.
He has left an interesting autobiography, in which the early
years of his ministry are treated with much descriptive detail,
which mst be here omitted.

* Tn the £all of 1838 the emigration to America of several
Lutheran ministers and their congregations was planned and
executed. About 800 ILutherans left their native homs and sailed
in six vessels, one of which, the Amalia, was shipwrecked. The

Rev. E. M, Buerger, with his congregation, sailed on the ship
Copernicus, and reached New Orleans' December 31st, 1838. The
leader of these Saxon - Iutherans was a Rev. Martin Stephan.
The other ships arrived at New Orleans soon after, and the
emigrants continued their voyage up the iississippl on steamers.
They founded settlemsnts in Perry County, lo., at that time a
timber-country, with not one log hut, but now a cultivated
country with £ine farms and villages. Quite a mumber of the
Saxons went further north to St. Louls, where we now find large
and wealthy congregations and the Concordia University founded
by these Saxon-Lutherans, There we now find the haad?ua.rbera
of the Evangelical Iutheran Synod of lKissourl, Ohlo, and other
States), the Concordia Publishing House, where Bibles, the
works of Luther, church and school books, and several period-
icals, etc., are ..

'i'he i‘.t;-at college was a loghouse in Perry County, Ho., and
those Saxon ministers were professors, pastors, loghouse=builders
and farmers, and their students were obliged to change off with
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axs, hoe and grammer. . HNot all could stand those hardships and the

:ali.iﬂ;a of thelr new homs; the settlers wers obliged to build a
enco around their graveyard. There the Rev. kr. :

buried his wife and two gﬂdren. i

Ir 1841 he left Missouri with his two sons and came to
Buffalo, where he was selected pastor by a Iutheran congregation,
which had emigrated from Prussia. His children were taken care
of by a family of his congregation until in 1842 he found a true
mother for them in Miss Salome Meissner, daughter of a well-
educated schoolteacher, well-known in those times in Buffalo,
Mo G. lieissner. She died in Hart, Minn., and loft three
daughters and one son,

The work of a Lutheran minister in Buffalo in those times
was gemiine pioneer work. Money was scarce, and labor was ex-
changed for storepay. When cholera filled our cemesteries b,
Buerger consoled the sick on their death-beds, as he afterwards
dld in 'ﬂ'&shingl'-on D. G., duﬁng the War,

When the First Evangelical Iutheran Trinity Congregation
was incorporated, their places of worship were dwelling houses
or halls and afterward a small brick church on William Street,
corner of ¥ilnor Street, whers the Rev. E. lf. Buerger also
tavght school. Now the congregation owns a fine church and
schoolhouse, with modern improvements. The incorporation took
place in Fe o 18Uls. lr. Buerger stayed with his congre-
gation until 1851. From 1851 to 1859 he was pastor in West
Seneca, where the Lutherans assembled in a district school-
house. From 1859 to 1870 he was pastor of the Evangelical
Iutheran Trinlty Church at Washington. His next charge was
at Harbt, inn., where many Lutherans had settled. In 1879,
at the seml-centennial celebration of his first pastorate,

& jubilee was held by his -colleagues of the Missourl and
Wisconsin Synod in Minnesota, and a valuable Bible was given
him. In 187k, two years after the death of his second wife,
he again married. His home contimued to be at Hart and Rush-
ford, ¥inn., until 1888, when his third wife died. Thereafter
he made his homs with his son on Michigan Street in this cit;
until his death a week ago yesterday, aged 84 years. The -
funeral was held on Tuesday last and the remains sent to

d, Uinn,, for burial.
B e ¥ Pnevgor was one of ‘the most distinguished
men in the history of the derman Evangelical church in
America. This sketch has shomn him as a pioneer, but it
has said nothing of him as a speaker, theologlical writer and
poet, He wrote many hyms and devoub poems, one of which was
read at his funeral. The church which he helped found in
Anerica has now congregations in nearly every State in the
Union. Its institutions of learning include a college, founded
in 1839 in Altenburg, Perry Cosy HO., now at Fort Wayne, Ind.,
a theological seminary, founded in 1830 at St. Louis; a
theological seminary and pro-seminary, founded at Fort Wayne,
Ind., now at Springfield, I1l.; & normal school founded in
Milwankes, Wis., in 1859, now at Addison, Ill. In addition

i
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thereto are colleges of the several districta at New York, Concordia,

HO., and Ifihvaukea. The Synodical Conference, a church body, to

ft%t.cgst%:i Evangelical I.uth;ran Synod of lﬂasﬁ, Ohio, and other
ongs, conprigses four synods with 1 co; ations

1,290 ministers and 366,761 commnicants. I:x this :ﬂ;gthere are

four congregations, four ministers, four schools with nine teachers

belonging to the sald Synod. A history of the First Evangelical

Lutheran Trinity Congiegation was published last October when the

church Jubﬂ.g; was celebrated, and-the deceased delivered his

last sermon.

On the editorial page of the same issue, the editor eulogized Ernst
Horits Buerger and paid tribute to the Missouri Synod in these words:

S0 far as we have observed, The 88 today is the only
Buffalo paper printed in English Whi\ sought to pay fitting
tribute to the late Rev. E. M. Buerger, one of the Lutheran fore-
fathers of America, whose work for many years was carried on in
this city. A necessarily inadequate sketch and an excellent
portrait of him will be found on page 8.

Pastor Buerger's memory will be cherished not more dearly
in thia city than in the towns of the West where he has worked.
The Evangelical Lutheran element in Buffalo is one of the purest,
most rightsous influences in this clty. We have heard the saying,
up Iutheran is always a good neighbor." To most English citizens,
we dare say, the rigidity of Evangelical Lutheran tensts would
be well-nigh marvelous in these days of easy interpretation of |
moral obligations. In his shrewd "Studies of the Great West", |
ir. Charles Dudley Warner comments at length on the Evangelical !
Lutheran cxreed and character, "which adheres strictly to the
Augsburg Confession, and is distinguished from the general
Lutheran Church by greater strictness of doctrine and practice...
It grounds itself upon the literal inspiration of the Scriptures,
upon salvation by faith alone, and upon individual liberty...

I know of no other denomination which holds its members to such
primitive theology and such strictness of life. It repudiates
prohibition as an infringement of personal liberty, would make
the use of wine or beer depend upon the individual consclence,
but no member of the commnion would be permitted to sell
intoxicating liquors, or to go to a beer-garden or a theater...
No menber would be permitted to Join any labor union or

secret society. In a town 8o largely German (ir. Warner is
speaking of St. Louis, but the Buffalo conditions are not
dissimilar), and with so many freethinkers as well as free-
livers, I cannot but consider this strict sect, of a simple

69 The Buffalo Express, News Item, Harch 30, 1890.
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unquestioning faith and high moral demands, of the highest importance

in the future of the city. But one encounters with surprise, in

our modern life, this revival of the Sixteenth Century, which

plants itself so squarely against so much that we call !progress!.’0

In the twilight of his 1ife, the octogenariasn pastor expressed the hope
that hls autobiography would furnish information "was ja einmal jemand won
Heutzen sein koemnte" (that may somstime be of value to someons).7L The

present is that "sometims". I happen to be the "somsone".

70 The Buffalo Express, Editorial, March 30, 1890.
71 Selbstbiographie, Pe 1s.
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