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31
istence on earth;" and the Twentieth Century Bible has,
"there are bodies peculiar to the heavens, and bodles
peculiar to the earth."
The cormon opinion, however, is that the zpostle means

that which is now generally meant by "the heavenly bodies,"

viz.s The sun, moon, and stars. There is a logical and

el L d ’
lexicsl progression from 6::1{«.4\121‘0\ SUVPavIX o :|>N v, €g )n{vv]S,

&GT{PW in verse 4l. Paul had just been speaking of
various types of Mearthly bodies" in the preceding verse.
Now he introduces sn argument in favor of the resurrection
of the bedy from the bodles in the firmement. These 6&(\.\«“{
EmovpAVIX  gpe the bodies gpoken of in verse 41. First,
Paul speaks of WM *Tx $qo¥@X VX, In the next sentence he
moves on Go the Twy Enwf«v Tw v ME..‘* « That, in turn, 1s
followed by verse 41 in wnich the »C:Z« 'c\)\"é\’, 61)\'&"'\5 ’
:(GTF:PNV is spoken of. We see that Paul advances from
“;‘[""‘T"‘ i“"""?"z"‘q to Taw £TVP XV WY 30t to &dEx ﬁ%fw,
edvns, ¥6TEPWY | 1h ouch succeeding phrase he uses one
word of the previous phrase thereby creating a word bridge
from the beginning of verse 40 to the end of verse 4l.

Most of the modern cormentators along with Calvin, Bengel,
Philippi, Delitzch, Hehn, Hofmann, Heinrici, Beet, Godet,
Hodge, and Henry hold the view that Paul 1s speaking of
"heavenly bodies" as we ordinarily use the term. While

this interpretation heas no support in the usege of antiqui-

31. Robertson and Plummer, op. cit., Pe356e
32. The Twentieth Century New Testament, II, pP«321.
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ty, "it 1s vindicated, partly on the ground that the
heavenly bodies were regarded by Plato, Plutarch, (z‘ralen,35
and others, as animated beings; and partly on the ground
that in verse 38, the term 'bodies' is applied to 1.':1&.1:11:5."34
On the basis of both the line of argumentation which Paul
has been using and the word order of verses 40 and 41, 1t
appears quite evident that Paul 1s not referring to angels
or any other spirit ‘t)t=:flngs:55 when he uses the term 654/w=<'ro¢
tno V{’;WUM .56 Besides, "the scoffers who refused to be-
lieve in the existence of the future body would hardly have
admitted the exlstence of angelic bodies. To convince them
on their own ground, the apostle appeals exclusively to
what is seen. "37

7 2 . y = P
CumaTy IMIHELX » In contrast to é_ujmuug HTTU PV,

33, Hodge, op. cit., p.346, "Galen, who was born not
more than sixty or seventy years after the date of this
epistle, uses nearly the same language as the apostle does.
He too contfasts Ta®vw s@mot Tx  (meaning the sun, moon, and
stars) with T& yi!vx O amaT.

34. lLange, oOp. cit., pP«.337.

35. Findlay, loc. cit., "Paul is thinking of the risen
Christ whom he had seen, more than the angels, as supplying
the type of the ¢uma ctwpaviey 5 ¢f, Phil., 3:20f, Grimm,
Hilgenfeld, Holsten, Everling combine the above interpre-
tations by attributing to Paul the belief of Philo and the
Jewlsh mystics that the stars are animated, and are to be
identified with the 0.T. 'angels,'! as by the heathen with
their gods."

36. Meyer, ope. cit., pe375, "(Chrysostom and Theophylact
= c¢f. Theodoret - go entirely astray, -suppoging that sumwTx
£ vop&vx  denotes the pilous, and é@meTa €Myt  the god-
less, in spite of the g,’oZE which is attributed to both.

37. Godet, op. cit., p.407.
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are "bodlies to be found on earth, that 1s, the bodies of
men and beasts."58 To which I would add also the bodies of
which Paul spoke 1n verses 36 - 38, namely, those of the
entire botanical realm. All that of which Paul had bheen
speaking before verse 40 belongs in the category of 60::/uuw
iriysia  even as all the bodies which move in the hesvens
are included smong the 6’r:rlu°ﬂ‘w %’ﬁ“?j’f Nl o, _sng Sy
AANS STipwmev ) TIY Trovpovi & 85fw, FTeQu 8's 3
TV ;1“'3 slwY it ;'f A "implies a difference
wlder, or at least more salient, than that connoted by the
:A)J1 of verses 39 and 41; where the two are distinguished
in classical Greek «\hoSmarks a generic, ';“{(’0'!- a specific
difference.“dgg"g% denotes the brightness, the splendor,
and brilliance raying from both heavenly and earthly
bodies. This glory 1s evident to all. Poets from the be-
ginning of time have celebrated the radiance of the heavens
in most glowing terms. One need but 1lift his eyes upward
to see the majesty and the glory of God showering down upon

him.

As heaven's high twins, whereof in Tyrian Blue
The one revolveth, through his course immense
Kight love his fellow of the damask hue,
For like and difference.

------ the triple whirl
Of blue and red and argent worlds that mount -
Or float across the tube that Herschel sways,
Like pale-rose chaplets, or like sapphire mist,
Or hang or droop along the heavenly ways,
Iike scarves of amethyst. 40

38, Meyer, op. cit., Pe376.
39. Findlay, 920 clte, p-935.
40. Marvin Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament,

Pe 281.
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Likewlse terrestrial beings have thelr glory, "flowers
in the variety of their forms and colors, enimals in their
agllity, grace or strength, man in the nobility of his
bearing, the freshness of his complexion, the light of his
eye."41 Cne 1s reminded of the lines of Hamlet:

What a piece of work is man! How noble in reasonl

How infinite in faculty! In form and moving how

express and admirsblel! In action how like an angell

In apprehension how like a God! The beauty of the

worldl The paragon of enimsals!

If the variations in the vegetable and animal world
about the Corinthians are not enough to convince them of
the probability of a bodlly resurrection, Paul points to
the individual constellations for further proof. « AAW 352“
;IN‘“' o ;i),\,\ YsTx 68Mvns, K« M Yoo &g CEp v C &< ™S ax‘:f:
%eTipoS Swepsfeﬂ v SJE:\. Even the
heavenly bodies are not uniform. There is one brilliance
of the sun, a different glory of the moon, and still an=-
other of the stars. Indeed, even the stars are not alike,
but differ among themselves., Also 1n the heavens we can
see the omnipotence and unlimited creativeness of God. A
mistake commonly made in the application of this verse is
to suppose that Paul meant To deplct the varlous degrees
of glory which will be the believers' in heaven. That such
differences in glory will exist is truc, indeed, as 1s
proved by other passages of Scripture, but it has nothing

42
to do with Paul's argument here. "Non disputat, qualis

41, Godet, Op«~ cit., p.408.

42. Meyer, OpD. Citey pP-376, quotes Tertullian who says,
"Alia solis gloria, 1.e. Christi; alia lunae, l.e.
ecclesiae; et alia stellarum, i.e. seminis Abrahae."
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futura sit conditionis differentia inter sanctos post
resurrectionen, sed quid nunc differant corpora nostra ab
1is, quae olim recipiemis....ac sl diceret: nihil in
resurrectione futurum doceo, quod non subjectum sit jam
omnium oculis."43

The one point that Paul mekes in this section from
verses 35 - 41 is that a bedlly resurrection is not only
possible but definitely indicated by the world around and
above us. As we stand in the midst of this awesome uni-
verse in which we see matter in every conceivable form,
how absurd it 1s to imagine that even after our bodles

have rotted and decayed God cannot raise them up more

beautiful, more glorious than before.

43, Calvin as quoted in Meyer, op. cit., De 3766
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IiX. Verses 42 - 44

By help of the analogy from nature Paul has been able
to dispense with the arguments proposed by those who deny
a resurrection of the body. Now he can move forward to a
positive statement of the subject, which he introduces at
verse 42. 0T wS W<l T LrdeTLecs Ty Vededv, UHe has
now removed a priorl objections, and brought his theory of
bodily resurrection within the lines of natural analogy
and probability of reason. He has at the same time largely
expounded it, intimating (1)that the present is, in some
sense, the seed of the future body, and (2)that the two
will differ as the heavenly nust needs differ from the
earthly."l

In the phrase with which Paul begins this sectlon we
have an example of evident breviloquence. Paul crams the
conclusions of the preceding verses into six short words.
He does not explain further the connectlion between the
analogy from nature and the resurrection of the dead. He
meféi} states that there is a very evident relationship.

/
While Psul uses the word -’c‘men%w s "resurrection,® it

l. Findlay, OD» cit., p.936.



is clear that he is referring not only to the resurrection
proper, to the quickening of the dead, for he continues
with a description of the resurrected body. He 1s thinking
of the resurrection, to be sure, but his mind's eye sees
too the nature of the resurrection body and the environ-
ment in which it will exist. All this is included in the
/
word iw:LoT&GrS. Concerning the word itself Vos says:
/
In the sphere of the noun £vL6T46¢S has the
monopoly, because a corresponding noun seems
to have been in sporadic use only (cf. Matt.
27¢53 used of the resurrection of Jegps). A
unicum in the New Testument is éE«veTs6rS
(Phil. 3:2 used of the resurrection of’Pagl),
of which term more later on. The word L4« ¢Td6(S
is sometimes active, il.e., the act of producing
the resurrection, but it may also be an
gbstract term, describing the event as such in
its generality (Rom. l34; 1 Cor. 15:12). 2
et/ ~
With ov/Tws <l & {rdeTees Twr ~veresw 88 a link with
what has been said Paul now begins a description of the
/
future body. cmeleeric év gboef, é"fecée‘r.u Sy 2f6L€GdL,
He continues to use the language he employed in the anslo-
Ve
gye. We would expect ancther word other than ¢rmeceé7Lc but
"eum posset dicere 'sepelitur,! maluit dicere 'seritur,’

3
ut megis insisteret similitudini supra sumtae de grano."
Grotius presupposes that by 6#€5é671A Paul is figuring the
act of burial. In this he is followed by Chrysostom,
Bengel, Meyer, Hodge, and others.

The fact, again, that the image of sowing had
already gone before in this sense, - 1n the sense

2. Geerhardus Vos, "The Pauline Doctrine of the Resur-
rection," in The Princeton Theological Review, XXVII,
(January' 1929), 12.

3. Grotius as quoted in Meyer, op. cit., p.377.
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of interment, - excludes as contrary to the text,

not only van Hengel's interpretation, according

to which ¢redeeT«l is held to apply to gener-

ation and man is to be conceived as the subject,

but also Hofmenn's view, that the sowing is the

giving up of the body to death, without reference

to the point whether it be laid in the,earth or

not. The sowing is man's asct, but the é'/fcﬁueeﬂt-t

God's act, quite corresnonding to the antithesis

of ¢ verse 36, and & JE geds s verse 38, 4

At first reading one 1is apt to take cTeleers. as an
euphemism for "bury." This would appear to fit into the
analogy previously employed. There 1s, however, one serious

’
objection to taking 6em@teeTdL L in the sense advocated by
Meyer et al. How can we ascribe the third characteristic
which Paul mentions to a dead body asbout to be buried? It
seems strange indeed to speak of a corpse as being weak.
That is much too mild a term to use when referring to a
cold, lifeless body. Nor does 1t seem probable that Paul
means this to be an example of litotes. In the preceding
verses he has been speaking in a forthright, exact manner.
Thus there is nothing to indicate that in this third set
of antitheses he 1s employing an obvious understatement to
describe a condition far more serious than his words would
indicate. "To interpret this verb as figuring the act of
burial confuses the analogy (the 'sowing'! is expressly
distingulshed from the 'dying' of the seed) and jars with
5

fv- LG Gew:cf(_ (a sick man, not a corpse, is called weak)."

The other view commonly accepted and the one which

7
fits the situation completely 1s the taking of ¢7&ceeETLL

4, NMeyer, Op. cito’ Pe377
5. Findlay, loc. cit.
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a8 referring to man's birth, to man's entrance and life in
this world, not to his death and burial. All of the charac-
teristics which Paul mentions in verses 42 - 44 apply, as
we shall see, to man as he lives.6

The first of the antitheses Paul uses to describe the
difference between our present body and that body which we
shall one day possess 18: (Tec@@TLC v /@’Goe-z_', é/«ecfgenéc
£ é,é@ze (im/é « Already this side of the grave we are able
to see in our bodies the seeds of corruption which will
reach full frultion only after our death. Even now our
bodies are conatantly tending to decay, subject to disease
and death, destined to entire dilssolution. Science tells
us that epproximately every seven years we have entirely
different bodies. A form of the decay and rotting which
takes place unhindered after death is dally gnawing at
each of us. The very activity of death which occasioned
Martha's exclamation before her brother's tomb, "Lord, by
this time he stinkethi"(John 11:39), 1s "bred in the bone"™
of every one of use.

In heaven our bodies shall be raised in & ;J 9.4416(/.,4.
There our bodies shall no more be open to the attacks of
wasting sickness or death. There, "no insidious approaches

of sickness or disease, no color fading from the cheek or

6. Milligan, op. cit., ps140f., rejects both of the
views just presented. After giving his objections he offers
this solution, "Another rendering accordingly has been
suggested, in which ¢me@er<L\ 1is treated as an impersonal
verb. 'It 1s sown;' that 1s, 'there 1s a sowlng in cor-
ruption,! etc."
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light from the eye, no wearled frame hardly able to bear
the burden of itself, no palslied 1limb but the blessed glow
of health and strength diffused through the whole man, and

to be enhanced rather than diminished as the ages of eterni-
7

ty run on." The vicilous sasaults of death shall have no

more effect on that body with which we shall be clothed.

We shall live and never die (Rom. 2:7; 6:22; Titus 1:2).
Secondly, ¢rel@eTLL By ZTMLQ, éfecfgem( 3o d;,%q&,

ivv,wufgfrefers to the "ante mortem miseriis et foeditat-

ibus obnoxium esse," Estius; so also Erasmus, Calvin,
' 8
Vorstius, Rosenmueller, and de Wette. It denotes the

"unseemliness of the earthly body and the humiliating ine

firmities of 1ts corruptible state, by reason of which
9
Paul elsewhere calls it 'our vile beody'(Phil. 3:21)."

The true parallel to the thought is to be found
in the contrast presented in the Eplstle to the
Philippians between the body of our humiliation
which is to be fashioned anew, and the body of
Christ's glory to which it is to be conformed.
Such 1s the lowliness of man'!s body now. Fear=-
fully and wonderfully as it is made, 1t 1is yet
a poor frame 1n comparison with what it shall be
when "the righteous shallshine forth as the sun
in the kingdom of their Father," and when they
shall be clothed with a glory corresponding to
that of the "now heavens and new eaerth whereiln
dwelleth righteousness." 10

There was a time when our bodies were wholly without
7oy when "they were both naked, the men and his wife,

and were not ashamed"(Gen. 2:25), But sometime after that

Te Milligan. _920 Q_t_c._ pol43fo
8e Meyor, Op» cita., p-577.

9« Lange, Op-e ‘_G-_i:ﬁn’ Pe338.

10. Mil1igan, 1oc. clt.
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"the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew they were

naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made them-
selves aprons.” That body which God had given to man, that
body which God had looked upon and found to be good man
dishonoured by turning it against its creator. With that
seme body in which man had once walked with God he now has
to hide from God's sight.

But on the day of resurrection, é#ote(/ee—’_o(,t or CJ‘O/E'{_\..
d‘o/'é.,Las a translation of the Hebrew T712 , in a use >
foreign to Greek writers means "splendor, brightness,”
or "glory" in the A.V. In the 01ld Testament times this
splendor which is first of all a quality of God became
nown in the Talmud as the 57172 , "the visible majesty
of the divine presence, especially when dwelling between
the cherubim in the tabernacle and 'I'emple.“l2 In the
fulness of time the 5T ;rl’_‘)U:) was revealed in the Word made
flesh, "and we beheld his glory(7iiv JDLE-c-r- oLUToV )y the
glory as of the only-begotten of the Father” (John 1l:14).
In this same glory Christ returned at His ascension (Iuke
243:26). At our resurrection we likewlse shall be clothed
in this glory. For as Paul says in Phil. 3:21, Christ
"shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like
unto his glorious body" (GV/MM- oe;z{o-r T G(AS-M..LTL T 7ay d'o'gﬁ

o{‘l,f'TO‘i’f ) Sharing God's glory in our bodies is one of

11. Joseph Thayer, A Greek-English Iexicon of the New

Testament, in loc.
2. Jo Davis and Henry Gehman, The Westminster Diction-

ary of the Bible, p.60l, sub theophany.
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the greatest expectations of our eschatological hope. "Der
Zustand im Jenseits wird als ein Teilnehmen an dem Licht-
glanz bezeichnet.“l5 Cf. Col. 3:4; 1 Pet. S5:1; Rev. 7:93
14:1.

Furthermore, ¢ M€ @e 4 ¢ 5w~j59€ve/géfmému<éfdbw&m_
How clearly the.ZGOégrecA., "want of strength, weskness,
1nfirmity,“l4 of the human body is seen in every action.
We falter daily because of lack of strength. We think of
Peter, James, and John who could not even watch with Christ
in His hour of greatest need. We remember Jesus, weary and
tired, as He slept in the ship on the Sez of Galilee. It
was He who took "our infirmities®(Tds o Bevelss JMatt. 8:17.
Therefore "we have not a high priest who is unable to sym-
pathize with our weaknesses(7<L(S i‘eereéas N v )y Dut
one who in every respect has bsen tempted as we are, yet
without sin"(Hebe. 4:15). Because Christ was tempted without
sinning, because He suffered and died for us, and becsuse
He rose again to rule with God in power we too shall be
raised v Pvrwuec. Our bodles shall be like Christ's all-
powerful ascenslon body. There will be nothing impossible
for it. No barriers of time or space will be able to hold
it¢ "The future body will be instinct with energy, endowed,
it may be, with faculties of which we have now no concep-

15
tion."

13. Preuschen~Bauer, Griechisch-Deutshce Woerterbuch zu
den Schriften der. Neuen Testament, in loc.

14, Thayer, op. cit., in loc.

15. Albert Barnes, Notes, Explanitory and Practical, on
the First Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians, psodde
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It shall not be prostrate by sickness nor overcome
by fatigue. It shall be capable of the service of
God without weariness and languor; it shall need
no rest as it does here (see Rev. 7:15; comp. 22:5)
but it shall be in a world where there shall be no
fatigue, lassitude, disease; but where there shall
be ample power to engage 1n the service of God for
ever., 16

There will be a wonderful and glorious transforma-
tion in the form of the body, just as in the case
of the grain., The body will no longer possess the
former needy character and feeble powers, but it
will flourish and glow in beauty without sin or
evil lust, eternally healthy and vigorous, without
weariness or any of the necessitlies which press
upon 1t in the present life. Each one shall be a
perfect human being, and shall have in God every-
thing which his nature may demand. This body 1is
called spiritual, because it i1s spiritually fed
and preserved by God, and has 1ts life entirely

in union with Him (an ihm). There we shall in the
body as now in thought, pass quickly from place

to place, as did the risen Savior, who in a moment
passed through closed doors and was now in this
place, now in that. The body will have sharp eyes
that can look through a mountaln, and open ears
that can hear from one end of the world to the other.
We can, therefore, travel in the body like a flash,
yea, like the sun in the heavens, so that we can at
will in a moment be upon the earth beneath or in
heaven above. 17

Now Paul sums up by naming 1n addition to the various
qualities he has already mentioned the specific fundamental
difference between our present body and the future body.
crrer:ecnt( 6 ol va:rao/v- éfec’eencc 6 Ward rr'wre«\ru.z.-rzuofv:
It is not accidental that Paul uses the word ¢wWu L for both
the present and the future body. For while there will be a
difference between the two bodies, a difference so great

that we cannot now fully comprehend it, the future body

16. HOdge. Ope. clt., p.348.
17. Julius Koestlin, The Theology of Iuther in its
Historical Development and Inner Harmony, p.582.
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will be just as truly a body as the one we now possess.

> @Wuxls the "LXX translation for 7 g __"1__ s U715\, ete. also
for Chald.TngJ. In Greek writing from Heslod down, 'the
living body,' an organism, a skilful combination of felated
parts - in contrast to (,.(@E which signifies the material
or substance of the living body."18

What 1s the conception to be attached to the word
"pody?" Certainly not that commonly entertained,
that it is the mere covering of the soul, standing
to the soul in a relation similar to that of the
shell to the kernel of a nut. The connexion between
the two is much more intimate. The body is an
organism, and its organized existence depends, alike
in its beginning and in its continuance, upon the
fact that a vital power not only dwells in it as

in a house, but permeates or interpenetrates it in
such a way that all 1ts different parts or members
constitute one whole(l Cor., 12:12 - 16)., From the
head "all the body fitly framed and knit together
through every joint of the supply, according to the
working in due measure of each several part, maketh
the increase of the body"(Eph. 4:16). This vital
power, however, may be of entirely different kinds.
It may be spiritual or carnal, heavenly or earthly. 19

The last sentences of the previous quotation strike
the heart of the matter. Our present bodles are ruled by
the VU’)C’P(. They are YVX(«ov-. The Greek term translated
“soul“(\%vx¥bappears in Greek literature from Homer to the
present day. It 1s probably related to the vérb meaning
"to breathe" and hence its primary meaning was probably
"preath." Very early it came to be used for "life" and
ghade" or the departed humen spirit. From Pindar on it

was also used of the soul as the seat of emotions and of

18, Thayer, in loc.
19. Milligan. Op- Citog pol46fo



