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Thia paper vaa entrusted to Mrs. Elnet Crafts trail vhom Mrs. Eclq obtained 

it. 'l'he title which Lieber placed on the cover ot the Dlt.lU18cr1pt 1a "The 

Metaphysical Religion ot Regel." Beneath this Mrs. Bd.47 vrote, "•. B. 

'l'h1s is Metaphysical Basis ot Healing and Science ot Health, same as 

'Christ-pover' and Truth-power. n24 From this manuscript it appears that 

Mrs. Eddy has me.de direct plagiarisma acoord.1.Dg to the parallels vh1ch 

Haushalter drave, such as: 

Metaphysical Religion ot !!t5el 

llegel'a science brings to light 
Truth and its supremacy. 

Science and Health 

Christian Science briDga to 
light Truth and its supremac7. 

17 

J'av people comprehend what Hegel 
1n his science means by reflection. 

J'ev people comprehend vhat Chris­
tian Science lll88D8 b7 the vord 
refiection.25 

As to the actual philosop~ of Hegel similarities vi.th Christian 

Science seem quite evident. Hegel held an obJective idealism in vhich 

the only reality was "Mind differentiated into Ideas;" and human minds 

being parts of the Absolute Mind of God., m.tter being an "expression or 

method of reflection of the Infinite Mind. n26 Mrs. Ed~ perYerted this 

objective idealism into a subJective idealism completely denp.ng the ex­

istence of matter. 

Hegelianiem presents man as a wave on the sea, having tom and beauty 

for the moment but losing identity the next instant and being lost 1n the 

ocean of successors. Sim11aril.7 Mrs. Eddy presents man as a reflection 

of God., but adds the sinlessness and deathleesneaa to the individual man 

whereas Hegel attributed them to the "Rose of Man. "27 In regard to her 

2~. Walter M. llausbalter, !!£!• �~� Pllrloina !!:2! Hegel., PP• 11-21. 
25. Ibid., pp. 23f. 
26. Ibid . ., pp. 49f'. 
27. Ibid • ., pp. 53f. 
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teaching concerning Christ, Mrs. ,Eddy did preaumabl.1' vbat Kegel did, subor­

dinate the historical Jesus to the metaphysical Christ-Idea.28 Thus on the 

baeis of the direct parallels dravn and the s1m1lar1t;r of ph1loaopq ve may 

veil conclude with Bo.uahalter that Mrs. Eddy did use L1eber's manuscript 
. . 

as a source o:.: her theories. The relationship is best described as that 

of a "'cracked or bent mirror reflecting a distorted, warped image or the 

real. "29 

Gnosticism 

It has a1ao bean charged that Mrs. Eddy's system resembles Gnosticism. 

The Gnostics taught that the vorld of matter is evil since it cannot have 

its origin in God Yho 1a a Spirit. Some observers sq that Christian 

Science b;r teaching that man is a reflection of God Tirtually holds that 

there are emanations of the Deity- "and this is essentially a recurrence 

of the Gnostic teaching."30 Christian Science at first seems to teach a 

monism, stressing constantl.J' the one Principle or Mind. Yet it speaks of 

a mortal mind in contrast to the divine Mind and thus 1n essence teaches a 

dualism, which leads to perf ection1sm by the rising above this mortal mind 

to a union with Mind. This is the process called apir1tual1zation of 

thought. 3l In Gnosticism man is spiritual and therefore must :f'ree himself 

from this physical world of evil b7 ascending above it to a perfect life, 

which 1s age.in the dualism leading to perfectionism. 

Mr. Wiggin, the Unitarian minister who revised Science~ Health for 

Mrs. Eddy, wrote in a letter of December 14, 1889, "Christian Sci.ence in 

28. ~., PP· 57r. 
29. Ibid., p. 48. 6 
30. Paul G. Strickert, Gnostic Elements~ Christian Science, P• :r • 
31. Soe Chapter I portraying spiri tualization as the goal of all Chris-

tian Scientists. 
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its theological side, is an ignorant form of ancient Gnosticism, that Je­

sus is to be distinguished from the Christ, and that his earthly appear­

ance was phantasmal, not real and fleshy. •t 32 

Thus Christian Science lll8J' veil be· termed a revival of ancient Gnos­

tic ideas, "but with the feature of meta.physical healing added for the sake 

of appeal, giving it a new allurine brilliance to deceive the unvar.,.33 

Pantheism 

There is also a definite similarity between Christian Science and 

Pantheism, although Mrs. Eddy is ve"r7 definite in her denials of' such sim-

1lar1t1es. Pantheism is the theo"r7 that there is one infinite, eternal., 

impersonal substance which 1s the totality of all reality. Mind is God 

and there is no substance, life, or intelligence apart from God. This 

sound~ much like Mrs. Eddy in Science !!!! Health, "Man in Science is 

neither youns nor old. Be has neither birth nor death,"34 or in her mes­

sage to the Mother Church of 19()0, ttMan and uni verse co-exist vi th God in 

Science, and they reflect God and nothing else.1135 Ber Tievs that "God 

is All-in-All," or that man is only an "'idea" or a "reflection" of God and 

has no existence a.part from God is ttpure pantheism. n36 The ve"r7 idea that 

all senses, pleasure, and pain are to be extinct in Christian Science is a 

"pure, passive unconsciousness in· vhich the human soui is merged in God as 

32. Snowden,~- cit., p. 93. 
33. Bervig, op. ctt., p. 121.f. also dravs the f'ollovine comparison: 

Gnosticism comes from the Greek word >"f' .i,ih'" 1Y meanine knowledge; science 
comes from the La.tin word, scientia meanine knowledge. Thus Christian 
Science and Gnosticism both imp~ a "superior brand of Christian knowledge.•• 
and Christian Science might veil be called Modern Gnosticism." 

34. Eddy, Science and Health, p. 244. 
35. Eddy, ChristianScience !!• Pantheism, p. 4. 
36. Snowden, s>R• ill·, p. u5. 
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rain drops in the aea."37 Thus man in Christian Science is to God as a 

vave or spray or foam is to the sea; this is pantheism, for this holds that 

God is in the universe and its processes. 

Mrs. Eddy seems to define Pantheism differently. She said that Chris­

tian Science "looms above the mists of pantheism higher than Mr. Ararat 

above the deluge." 38 She says that the word "Pan" comea from a Greek ~h­

olog1cal deity of that name, and "theism" is a "belief concerning Deit7 in 

theolog," Therefore pantheism ~ be defined as "a belief' in the intelli­

gence of matter." 39 Thus pantheism to Mrs. Ed~ is not the "universe in 

God" but intelligence in matter. n40 This intelligence of vhich she speaks 

is God himsel.:f, for ve read that God is "the only intelligence of the uni­

verse. n41 

Therefore in the final analysis Mrs. Edcq defined Pantheism not as 

the other pantheists, "matter is God," but that "God is ma.tter."42 The 

distinction is tine, and so most authors would agree with Dresser that 

Christian Science "viewed through the lens of theology is practically pan­

theism; a pantheism retracted from the ancient Vedanta philosophy, with 

its illusion theory of the outer world, through the dazzling prism of 

mod~rn philosopby."43 

Transcendentalism 

Mrs. Eddy' a childhood years were spent in Bev EDsland which at that 

time was submerged in a "wave of mental science, en1mal magnetism, and 

clairvoyance. The atmosphere vas charged vi th the occult movement ranging 

37. Ibid., p. 112. 
38. Eddy, Christian Science!!.· Pantheism, P• 2. 
39. Eddy, Science and Bsalth, p. 129. 
40. Bellvald, ~- cit., p. 64. 
41. Eddy, Science and Health, p. 330. 
42. Yet as has beenpointed out above there is no matter. 

only e.n illusion of mortal mind and does not exist. 
43. Dresser, ~- ill•, p. 224. 

Matter is 
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all the way f'rom phrenoloa and mind-reading to German tranece~entallsm. 1144 

Thus 1n formulating her philosophy of' heaUng, Mra. Eddy perhaps quite nat­

ural.1,7 was inf'luenced by this environment, althoueh man;, authors seem to 

make unwarranted statements as to the extent of' the 1nf'luence of' these 

trends • . There is little doubt that she vas influenced by transcendental­

ism, as for instance 1n her doctrines of' identity and retlection vhich in 

the opinion of Haushalter must be attributed to the German 'l'ranscendental­

ists like Shelling, Fichte, Herbart, and others.45 She came, however, more 

directly under the influence of llev England Tranecendentalism.46 vhich vaa 

idealistic, in that it dealt with the thoughts and ideas which do not de-

r1 ve their validity from the sense perceptions. It vas concerned vi th 

"high th1nk1ng1147 and lacked realism as does Christian Science. Yet Mrs. 

Eddy states, "'We are not transcendentalists to the extent of' extinguish-

ing ~h1ng that is real. n48 They do not e:xt1Dgl11eh them but merely deJl1' 

their reality. Thus Christian Science althoush it is not pure transcen­

dentalism, does have roots 1n it. 

~ Plagiarisms 

It is quite evident that 1n the writing af Science!!!! Health Mrs. 

Eddy made f'ree use of a book called Philosophic Nuggets which contains 

44. Milmine, .21?.· cit., p. 20. 
45. llaushalter, ~· cit., pp. 6f'. 
46. Kev England Transcendentalism was a movement between 1830-1850 re-

lated to the change from Calvinism to Unitarianism in Maaeachuaetta. In 
the process of' change it was influenced by the philosophy of' Jrant and Cousin, 
by the theolOQ of' Sehliermacher, and the speculation of' Keoplatonism. Thus 
'l'ranscendentalism became a pantheistic philosophy suppos~ fostering phil­
anthropy in revolt of materialism. Its main representatives were Emerson, 
Bedee, Alcott, Thoreau, and Margaret Fuller who made their headquarters the 
Brook Farm near Boston. Engelder and others, ~· ill·, P• 428. 

47. Ibid. 
48. ~, Christian Science!!• Pantheism, p. 5. 



vorkB of Carl;rle, Blair, Amiel, and Ruskin. Thia book vas publlahed on 

October 21, 1899, and a copy vas given to Mrs. Eddy as a Christmas gif't. 

We quote a few of the almost direct plagiarisms from Haushalter. 

Carlyle 

••• it vae the unseen and spir-
1 tual in them which determines 
the outward and actual. (p. 30) 

Ruskin 

••• a little group of vise hearts 
is better than a wilderness full 
of foola; (p. 89) 

Amiel 

The redeemed are happier than 
the elect. (p. 89) 

Science and Health 

••• to vork out the spiritual 
which determines the outward 
and actual. (p. 2~) 

Miscellany 

A small .group of' vise thinkers 
is better than a wilderness of' 
dullards and stronser than the 
night of empires. (p. 162) 

••• the redeemed should be hap­
pier than the elect. ( p. 229)49 

Rev. Hugh Blair' a sermon "The Man of Integrity" was adopted ~ ~ 1n a 

Message to ~ First Members. 50 Mrs. Ed~ even misquotes. Blair- tried 
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to explain how tho pm,er of the music of' Mozart and Beethoven stirred him. 

Foeling for ,rorde 1n ta.lldng about Beethoven he mentions, "The paver of' 

mea.sur1ns himself against deeper grief. "51 Mrs. Edq ascribes this in­

correctly to Mozart 1n Science' !!!! Health, "Mozart rests you. To me his 

composition is the triumph of art, for he measures himself. against deeper 

srief' • 0 52 Thus it is clear that Mrs. Ed~ c1rev directl.7 f'rom Carlyle, 

Ruskin, Amiel, and Blair through Philosophic Buggeta. 

A ~her plagiarism of th~ "Scottish Di vine," Hugh Blair vaa through 

49. Haushalter, ~· ill•, PP• 112f' • 
50. Ibid. 
51. Ibid., PP· n6r. . 
52. Edq, Science_!!!:!! Health, p. ll. 



Lineley Murray's book, known as the Murrq Reader,53 a copy ot which was 

found 1n Mrs. Eddy's library. In Mrs. Eddy's annual Message ot 1895 she 

gives a brief introduction of her own and then begins to copy Blair's 

sermon beginning on page 89 of the Murray Reader. The tolloving ia a 

specimen of the plagiarism: 

Blair 

The upright m:m is guided by 
a fixed principle of mind, vhich 
determinea him to esteem nothing 
but what is honourable ••• 

Mrs. Ed.dz 

The upright man is g11ided b7 
a fixed Principle, vhich des­
tines h1m to do nothing but 
what is honorable ••• 52 

Thie goes on para.graph a.i'ter paragraph, copied e.l.JDoat word tor word.54-
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Mra. Eddy also plagiarized from Mr. Wiggin, a retired Unitarian min­

ister. She hired him to revise the 5th edition of Science~ Health, but 

he told her that he "could do nothing by mere~ . correcting the manuscript' 

that to improve it he would have to largely rewrite it."55 Whether he did 

mu.ch actual revri ting then we do not know. Jlia main Job vas to correct the 

l.angu.aee and make it more readable, although he did persuade her to omit a 

part of' the chapter on Malicious An1maJ Magnetism and was al.loved to insert 

in its place a part of hie sermon, "Wa;rside B1nts. "56. Bellvald says that 

Mr. Wiggin later knew ,that Mrs. Eddy called this chapter her ovn but that 

only made him chuckle. 57 Mrs. Eddy herself' denies the charge sa;rins, "Mr. 

Calvin A. Fey copied my writings, and he vill tell 7ou that Mr. Wiggin left 

53. The full title is: The English Reader, ,5?!: Pieces~ Prose~ Verse 
!!:2! the Best Writeraj designed to assist Youns Persons !2 !!!! ~ Prop­
riety andEttectj lm:J)rove -~ Language,!!:!!! Sentiments, ~~Inculcate 
theMost Important Principles !!!_Pietz!!!! Virtue. 

54. Dakin, ~· cit., p. 535tt. 
55. llaushalter, ~- cit., pp. 50-55. 
56. Bellwald., ~· cit."; p. 70. 
57. ~. -



'1117 doctrine quite out of' the question, sometimea s~ 'I wouldn't express 

it that ~.n55 The f'act remains, however, that he vorlcecl on the ataf'f' of' 

the Christian Science Journal f'or f'our years and vas told b7 Mrs. Mq in 

person, "Mr. Wiggin, do you know, I sometimes believe God speaks to me 

through you. 0 58 

'!'here ie no evidence here that Wiggin saturated Science and Keal.th 

vith hie Unitarianism, although Bellwal.d makes the observation that "With 

the possible exception of' her idea of' the ine:d.etence of' matter and erti, 

Mrs. BddJ' took her Christianity ae she found it in Wev England Unitarian­

ism, with which it is in the main identical, neither better nor notab~ 

vorse."59 

The Gioeeary of Science~ Health seems to be an outgrowth of' Krnrnan-

uel Swedenborg• s Dictionary .2f. Correepoodencee, published in Boston, 1847. 

Haushalter f~·ele that Mrs. lddy chose 1n her Glossar., vords f'or interpre­

tation which were in the Dictionary 2! CorreaPondencea. A f'ev of' the parallels 

which he drave are: 

Swedenborg 

ABX. By the Ark going forvard, 
were represented combats 
and temptations. 

DAB. All kinds of error. 

SlJll ••••• signifies Bis divine 
Love. 

BAIID •••• in the Word denotes 
power. 

58. Haushalter, .2E• cit., pp. 50-55, 
59. Bellvald, .2E• cit., P• 174. 
60. -Haushalter, .2E• cit., pp. 123f'f' • 

Science and Bealtk 

AS • ••• The ark indicates temp­
tations overcome and f'ollov­
ed b7 emltations. 

D~. (Jacob's son) ••• error, vork-
1.Dg out the degrees of' error • 

. SUJf •••• is a figure of divine 
Lite and Love. 

JiAI]) • ••• in Bible usage oft~ 
r • means spiritual power. 
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J'erguson links Mrs. Ed~ v1th .the Svedenborgians through Quimby and 

BTSDS: "Warren Felt Evans, vho shepherded a small flock of Svedenborgians 

1n Bev Hampshire, vae the first oracle of the new therapeut1am taught b7 

Ph1neae Parkhurst· Quimby and later filched by MaJ7 Baker Bcldy. n61 , llausbalter 

thinks that . she borrowed ideas and expreeaions also tromAndrev Jackson 

Davia, a Svedenborgian around Bev York, in 1826. 62 

. J'urther Comparisons , · 

Some authors hold that Mrs. Edd)' 1s 1.Ddebted to the Shakers for cues 

1n the final aeeemblying of her ideas, although Dakin holds that much of 

this has been mere conjecture.63 :rerguson agrees vith Dakin that although 

in her childhood she knew of the Shakers vho vere only five miles frail her 

home in Tilton, "It is easy to exaggerate the similarities between the Shakers 

and certain Christian Science customs."~ Snowden does, however, drav com­

parisons taking the sect of Ann Lee at Bast Canterbur7, •ev Bempahire, near 

Tilton: 

Christian Science 

Our Father-Mother God 
no audible prayer 
Mary Baker Eddy inspired 
Church of Christ, Scientist 
gift of healing 
Mother 
discourage marriage 

Shakers 

Our rather and Mother 
no audible prayer 
Ann Lee inspired 
The Church of' Christ 
gi:rt of healing · 
Mother 
enjoined celibacy65 

Spiritualism has also been named as a ·source of Christian &cience ph11-

osop~ by Jlauehalter: "Her phrase •:rather-Mother Ood' and her addiction to 

61. l'erguson, .2E• ill·, p. 16o. 
62. Haushalter, .2E· £.!!•, pp. 1201" • 
63. Dakin, on. _cit., p. 13. 
64:. l'er8U90~ ·.2E. ·ill· , p. ~. 
65. ~novden, .2E· ill•, p. 17. · 
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the ancient :Bab7l9nian creed of t~ ·ma1e-f~e Principle ot CJ!'eation, had 

drifted down through the 'Banners of Light, ' a .SPiri:tuallstic paper." 66 
. . 

'1'he philosophy of a man named Al.cott ~ ~ compe.red to i;he chapter 

1n Science ~ Health called "Recapitulation. "67 Alcott vaa a vegetarian 

.and visionary vho founded the strange ph1losop)aic colo!V' ot ":rruitlands." 

He held that God, Spirit or Idea vae the first Principle, vho created be......,'1,9--~ 

like himself, differing only in degree. !heae pure souls haTe a tree vill 

and can lapse, thus creating a bo4 for themselTes. 'J,t such a comparison 

with Christian Science vere valid ve could compare it ~th 8.IQ" ph1losoplq. 68 

Likewise not much faith can be placed in the comparisons Yi.th Docetism, . . 

Manichaeanism, and Ricolaitanism.,69 or vith ret1sh1sm, the vorship of relics, 

and even devil worehip.70 There '1IJ41' be a grain of truth in 'the comparisons 
. . . 

made vith the Oriental Religions, Hinduism, Budh1sm, an4 Brahm.1.n1sm. Gauss 

mentions a native of India, Pundita Ramabai, the daughter of a ~it, a 

high caste Brahm.in, who became a Christian. She came to America and said 

of Christian Science: "I recognize it as being the aame philo~ophy that has 

been tausht among my people for 4000 years. It baa ruined millions of 11 ves 

and caused immeasurable suffering and sorrov 1n rq land, for it is based on 

selfishness and kn.ova no sympathy or compaseion •••• "71 

Tb.us va conclude that, although unfounded overatatments have been made, 

it 1e evident that Mrs. Edq plagiarized not. only parts of her phil(?soph7, 

66 • . Haushalter, ~· cit., p. 8. 
67. See above where vetre.cecl "RecapitulatiQn" to Quimby's manuscript, 

Questions and Answers. 
68. Biley, ~. c1 t. , pp. 32f • 
69. J. H. Gause, God's Truths versus ~ Theories, P • ll5 • 
70. Snowden,· .2R.• ill•, pp·. 133, 156~ 
71. Ge.us·s, ~· ill·, p. ll6. 
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but also some of the actual vorda into vhich she put it. Yet Yith all the 

odds and ends which she pieced together she did make a new system all her 

own, as one would make a new patch quilt from odd pieces of material gather­

ed and collected from many sources. 
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III. TBE THEOLOGY OF C!IRISTIAB SCIEICE 

Treatment of' the Bible ---
Christian Science seems to accept the Bible. Mrs. Eddy even says, 

"The Bible has been my only authorit7.~ The Bible is read in eveq Chris­

tian Science church before a passage from Science !;!!A Health. It quotes 

the Bible in its current publications as freel7 as it does Mrs. Edd,-'a vorka. 

Yet in reality Mrs. Edd7 did not regard the Bible as the inspired and in­

fallible revelation of God, for as Snowden states, she "drives a dislocat­

ing plowshare throueh the Bible from Genesis to Revelation and leaves it 

a different book in every word and idea."2 

Mrs. Eddy eliminates those parts of' the Bible which do not suit her, 

as for instance the second chapter of Genesis. She resarda that chapter as 

a "material viev of God" which is the exact opposite of scientific truth" 

as recorded in the first chapter. "The Science of the first record proves 

the f'alsit7 of the second. If one is true, the other is false, for the7 are 

antagonistic. n3 The parts of the Bible that Mrs. Edq did retain, she inter­

prets to suit herself' as she did the first chapter of Genesis. She resards 

that chapter as the true account of creatio~ and 7et she does not treat it 

1. Edd,-, Science and Health, p. 126. 
2. Snowden, 2R• ctt., p. 167. 
3. Edd,-, Science~ Health, p. 167. Baldemann, .2!• ill·, P• 381, 

!uotes the 1893 edition of' Science !!!! Beal.th in vhich Mrs. Edd,7 said, 
It must be a lie." 
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as God's Word. To her "bes1nn1ng" means "~ .2!!z, - that is, the eternal 

verity and unity of God and man, including the universe. 114 !'here vaa no 

beginning. There was no creation, for Mrs. Eddy continues, "This vork had 

been done; the tru~ creation we.a finished and its spiritual Science is 

alluded to in the first chapter of Geneeia."5 Thus a Christian Science ed­

itorial in the Sentinel can refer to the first chapter of Genesis as the 

"garden of Eden Allegory, 11 and the temptation b7 the Devil as "error's ser­

pentine suggestion."6 

In the earlier years of Christian Science their utter disregard for the 

Bible was more apparent. In the 1890 October issue of the Journal Mrs. Eddy 

wrote, "Let the Bible alone for three months or more. Don't open it, nor 

think of it. But dig day and night at SCIDCE AID BEALTB~ T~ Chris­

tian Science accepts the Bible but places it on an equal basie vith Mrs. 

Eddy's vritinga. Yet she ordained that the Bible together with Science 

~ Health be the pastor of the Mother Church. "I, Mary Baker Eddy, ordain 

the BIBLE, and SCIEB'CE A11D mw::rB WITH KEY TO TD SCRIPltJRIS ~ PASTOR OVER 

TBE M<Yl'HER CHURCH, - The First Church of Christ, Scientist, in Bost~, Mase., 

- and they will continue to preach for this Church and the vorld.~ 

But Mrs. Eddy goes even 'farther. She cla1ms that her Kez ~~Scrip­

~ is the only means given by God for the correct understanding of the 

Bible vith its principle of healing. "Even Scripture gave no direct inter­

pretation of the Scientific basis for demonstrating the sp~tual Principle 

4. ~.' p. 502. 
5. Eddy, Miscellaneous Writings, p. 57. · · " 
6. John Randall Dwm "Do Drugs and Liquor bring Beal Satisfactiont 

Christian Science Sent1~1, ILVI (February 19, 1~4), 297~ · · 
7. Ernest Sutherland Be.tea, and John V. Dittemore, !!!!Z Baker~, 

!!! Truth and the Tradition, p. 3o4. 
8. Eddy, Manual !!f ~ Mother Church, Art. llV, Sect. 1, P• 58 •. 
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of healing until our Heavenly Father eav flt, throush the Kez ~ the Scrip­

tures, 1n Science ~ · Health, to 'Unlock this JQ'&ter:, of godliness. •9 · Thus 

Mrs. Eddy 'is actually the authority ·rather than Scripture, for she is the 

only key to 1te proper understanding. According to Dr. George Tomkins, D.D., 

C.S; this ·was prophesied in the Revelation of St. John: 

We consciously declare that Science!!!! Health, ~ Key 
!2, ~ Scriptures, vas foretold, !!!. ,!!!!! !!!. ~ author, 
Mary Baker Eddy, in Revelation X. She is the "mighty 
angel," or God's highest thought to this age (Terse 1), 
given us the spiritual interpretation of the Bible in 
the 'little book open' {verse 2). Thus ve prove that 
Christian Science 1s the second coming of Christ - 'l'ruth -
Spirit.10 

We conclude Christian· Science treatment of the Bible vith sentences 

gleaned from Science~ Health~ Miscellaneous Writipgs contrasting the 

regard for the Bible and Science!!!'.!:! Health: 

Bible 

(1) In parts composed of leg­
ends, metaphor, fablee, 
allegories, and JQ'ths. 

(2) Full of' mistakes. 
( 3) Full of thousands of errors. 
(4) A compilation of human 

documents. 
( 5) Contains statements which 

are not true. 

~ Trinity 

Science ~ Health 

(1) Revealed Truth, the 
perfect vord of God. 

(2) Uncontaminated truth. 
(3) Truth vithout mixture 

ot huJDan ·error. 
(4) D1nne teaching. 
(5} Infallible teaching.ll 

fChr1etian Science cl.aims to believ~.1n a Trinity, yet by trinity it 

doe; not mean one ~ in three pe~oru{D "The name Elohim is in the plural, 

but this plurality of Spirit does not imply more than one God, nor does it 

9. Eddy, Retrospection and Introspection, P• 51. 
10. Mark Twain, Christian Science, P· 67. 
U. E .• R. notsohe, Christian Spbollcs, or Exposition of' . the Distinctive 

Chara:cterietice of the Catholic, Lutheran and Reformed Churches as veil as· 
the Modern Denominations and Sects represented in this country, P• 389, as 
quoted from Sohaf:f-Herz Encycl., Vol. X, 2'17. 

.-, 



1mpl.1' three persons in one,"12 Mrs. Eddy a~. Ber trinity constitutes 

Lif'e, Truth, and Love, "the .triune Person called God, - that i~ the triplJ' 

divine Principle, Love. They represent a trinity in unity, three in one, -

the same in essence, though multifonn in office." 

Mrs. Eddy can hardly be said to speak of a personal God, still lees 

of' three distinct persons in one divine essence as the Christian Church con­

f'eeees in i ta creeds. She retains the Christian terminology, but not the 

Christian doctrine. Thie is evident from her definitions of the Father, Son 

and Bol.y Ghost: "God the Father-Mother; Christ the spiritual idea of sonship; 

divine Science or the Holy Canf'orter."13 In reality Mrs. Eddy personifies 

three attributes of God. 

Father-Mother 

The "First person" in the Christian Science trinity is God the Father­

Mother. The terms Father and Mother are applied without distinction for 

they are treated aa aynon;ymous. God has no sex. Be is the one and onlJ' 

parent of Christ, l.4/ so he can be cal.led Father-Mother, vhich also indicates ..._, 
"hie relationship to his spiritual creation," by which Mrs. Eddy means al.1 

men, for she quotes St. Paul, "ve are al.so Bis off'sprins. nl5 Patrick Ham.­

brook draws the motherboodl.6 of God out of his exegesis of Isaiah 66:l.3, 

12. Eddy, Science and Health, p. 515. 
13. Ibid., p. 331. 
14. Eddy, Christian Science !! . Pantheism, P • 5 • 
15. Eddy, Science and Beal.th, p. 332° 
16. Christian Scientist had given the name of' Mother to Mrs. Eddy, and 

she vae addressed as such by all loyal Christian Scientists• In the later 
edition of the By-Laws, (Art. XXII, Sect. 1) which formerly read, "if' a stu­
dent of' Christian Science shall apply this title, either to herself' or to 
others except as the tenn for kinship, according to the flesh, it shall be 
regard~ by the Churches as indication of disrespect for their Pastor Emeri­
tus., and unfitness to be a member of the Mother-Church," (10.otsche, P• 390), 
nov reads "In the year nineteen hundred and three and after, it is the duty 
of Christian Scientists to drop the vord mother and to substitute Leader, 
already used in our periodicals." (Manual , P • 611,) • 
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"As one ·whom hie mother comforteth, so v111 I comfort you; and ye shall be 

comforted in Jerusalem ••• Therefore God's tender mother is a divine fact." 

The true idea of the Fatherhood and motherhood of God for him is included 

in the "omnipotent and omnipresent divinity."17 Thus Mrs. Stetson could 

eul.ogize God, her Mother: 

Living, pure, revivins waters, Mother mine, 
Flov from Thee, 'l'hou Source immortal, Mind d1vine.18 

Christ -Christ, "the spiritual. idea of sonehip," is the "second person" 1n 

the Christian Science trinity. Mrs. Eddy defines Christ aa the "divine man­

ifestation of God, vhich comes to the flesh to destro7 incarnate error.® 

Christ is the idea of God:, the "divine message from God ••• the W8.J', the Tru.th, 

and the Lif ~ J Thie Christ was the Messiah, the eternal "re'fl.ection of 

God,"21. without beginning or end. 

Thie Christ· we.I!! born or the virgin~' who conceived him "apirituaJ.11'." 

Mrs. Eddy relates hov the Virgin mother conceived this idea of God and gave 

to her idea the name of Jesus - that is Joshua or Savior. "The Illumination 

of Mary's spiritual sense put to silence material lav and its order of gen­

eration and brought forth her child by the revelation of Truth, demonstrating 

God aa the Father of men ••• Jesue was the offspring of Mar;y's self-conscious 
..,.---

Communion with God.("25} Paraphrasing Mrs. Eddy, Gilmore says, "This epirit-

ual.17 minded maiden gained so clear a concept of God as the Fath~ of all, 

that she was enabled to bear the Christ child. "
23 

17. Patrick Hambrook, "G9d!s Motherhood,'• Christian Science Sentinel 
XI.IX (December 6, 1947), 2113-2+17~ . · 

18. Augusta E. Stetson, Poems, P. 106. 
19. Eddy, Science and Beaitii; P• 583. 
20. ~-, p. 332.-
21. ~-, p. 333. 
22. !!?!!•' pp. 29f. 
23. Gilmore, ~- ill•, p.4. 


