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The work itself contains eight wieieneituelve commends, and nine 

parables.106 Practical venchines for people who know the doctrines 

of the Gospel constitute the major pert.207 ’ 

I have seid that it was an early writings ‘dust how early, it 

appears impossible to decide. ‘there aro three outstanding theories as 

to the actual dating. Bishop Lightfoot sums them up very well for us. 

The earliest date (58 AeD.) associates Uermas with the Hermas of the 

Rottan Church, greeted by Paul in his letter to the Fomans.!08 origen 

is the leading proponent of this vies, end he was follozed by Eusebius 

and Jerome. However, Origen in speaking of this matter used the words 

"ut puto.” This shows that he really had no actual determining facts 

at his disposal. Secondly, it has been held for some time thet it was 

composed cae 155 AeD. ‘he ground for this view is chiefly the iuratorian 

Fragment. It deolares that Hermas wrote the Shepherd while his brother 

Pius was Bishop at Rome (140-155 AsDe). One difficulty in the way of 

this doting is that Clement is mentioned as a contemporary. ‘his must 

be a different Clement from the author of I Clement, or else the 

original Greek manuscript, of which we have the Jatin translation, 

could not have said that Plus was Bishop. ‘wo other doouments support 

this tradition, but do not appear to be independent. These are a Latin 

poem against “arcion and a letter to Pius himself. ‘he third and most 

recent theory is that put forth by Zahn followed by Casperi. Lightfoot 

thinks this supposition is instigated by a desire to reconcile the date 
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with thet of Clement of Rome. Hence the composition is assiged to 

90=100 AeD. Looking over all three theories, Lightfoot. concludes 

that the last two agree best with the notices of the ministry and 

conditions in the church described by the Shepherd.109 Goodspeed 

seems to side with Zahn, placing the date at 100 AeD-210 James 

Hoffet feels thet echoes in the letter from Vienne and lyons prove 

that the Shepherd of Hermas was used in Gaul by the middle of the 

second century, 221 Cleveland Coxe ‘an The Ante=Hicene Fathers, holds 

for the later date; he writes, "At first sight, Hermag might seem to 

heve little in common with Irenaeus; and, on many accounts, it would 

be preferable to ree hin with Barnabas. But, I feel pare that 

chronology forbids, end that the age of trenacus, and of the martyrs 

of Lyon and Vienne, is the period which called for this work, and 

which accounts for its popularity and diffusion emong the church." 

Coxe goes on to sey that its popularity is due to its pecific spirit 

over against the rising heresy of Montanien. This spirit pleased 

the churches which were hesitant to denounce Nontenism imodiately. 

It was the "gentle antidote" for which they were looking.122 pig "8 

should have to choose one of these three datings, we should do well”. 

to follow Zahn , ‘and link Hermes with Clement. iiestoott believes that 

” Hermas exhibits the Romen characteristics of a sense for form and 
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order even more then Clement.215 Ee could be the logical successor 

to Clement. Then too, the testimony to the other theorles is such 

that it does not necessarily exclude this date contemporary with 

Clement. 

Let us see what the book reveals in support of our New Testanent 

canonical writings. Really, the scope of the writer géve'no opportunity 

for direct citation of Scripture. Hermas claims to have a divine 

message and to record the words of an angel.214- ‘Gregory satirically 

notes, "I suppose people seldom quote in dreems."115 Charteris sees 

only one real quotation, namely from Hatthew 10:33.226 yet although 

there are few quotations, festcott very Saiirincingly traces ‘the 

influence of our New Testament books on Hermas. In form, the ghephe rd 

of Kermas resembles very strongly our book of Revelation, while in 

tone it is more that of St. James. A knowledge of our Gospels a7 

evidenced by the numerous paraphrases. of cur Lord's words throughout 

the book. ‘here are also probable allusions to St. John and the Acts. 

At several places we seem to see St. John's teaching on "the Truth" as 

the ground of Hermas' wordse Farallels with the First Epistle of Peter 

are also noticeable. Commentators are wrong when they say there is 

great divergence between Hermas and St. Paul. ‘The turn of mind end 

the peculier object. of the author of the Shepherd of Hermas, do not 

make for a close connection with Paul, it is true, but there ere traces 
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of influence by the great missionary: 

In addition to marked coincidences of language with the 
First Epistle to the Corinthians and with that to the 
Ephesians, Hermas distinotly recognizes the great truth 
which is commonly regarded as the characteristic center 
of St. Faul's teaching. ‘'Faith,' he says, ‘is the first 
of the seven virgins. by which the Church is supported. 
Slie keeps it together by her powers and by her the elect 
of God are seved. Abstinence the second virgin is her 
daughters; and the rest are daughters one of the other. 
fnd when the Christian_observes the works of their mother, 
he is able to live.!117 

We see the harmony of Hermas with Paul's teaching on faith. 

The view which Hermas gives of Christ's nature and work 
is no less harmonious with Apostolic doctrine, end it offers 
striking analogies to the Gospel of Ste John. Not only did 
the Son ‘appoint Angels to preserve each of those whom the 
Father gave to Hims' but "ie Himself toiled very mich and 
suffered very much to cleanse our sins « « « And so when 
He Himself hed cleansed the sins of the people, He shoved 
then the paths of life by_giving them the Law which He 
received from His Father j-18 He is 'a Rock higher than the 
nountains, able to hold the whole world; anolent, and yet 
having a new gate, tt19 'His name is creatand infinite, 
and the whole world is supported by Him.'120. ‘He is older 
then creation, so that He took counsel with the Father 
about the creation which He madee!#! He is the sole way 
of eccess to the Lords and no one shall enter in unto Hin 

otherwise than by His Son.'!22 Go Hermas, that is,to the 
Christian of these later times, He appears ‘by the Spirit 

‘in the form of the Church.'123 
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It is not difficult to see that Hermas must have been well acquainted 

with St. John. 

Since we have xo real quotations, with the possible exception of 

tho one from iiatthev, we cennot decide now liermas estimated the books 

he alludes to. Yet we do see thet he accepts their precepts and makes 

thom his own teachings. This would lead us to believe that he viewed 

them ag being from God Himself, und binding, ; 

The question of inspiration leads us to a discussion of whether | 

The Shepherd of Hermas is inspired itself or whether it belongs to 

tho Apocrypha. Charteris gives us the opinions of several of the 

Fatherse Clement of Alexandria spoke of it as inspired. Origen also 

thought it inspired. Eusebius end Tertullian, on the other hand, 

listed it among the spurious books.!®4+ Zahn tells us that the 

Ruratorien Fragment excluded it from being read in the worship of the 

public service of the churchet®5 ie gives us the reason why it wes 

excluded; it seems that the author of the Muratorian Fragment thought 

the Shepherd too recent a writiug (cas 145 AcDe)« Furthermore, the 

author was e decided, jpositive,, opponent of Vontanism, and did not 

think thet the Holy Ghost would be given once agein, as lie was at the 

dawn of Christianity.!25 ferrar believes The Shepherd of Hernas 

oan be secn to be an apocryphal book by comparing it with the 

Revelation of st. John.J27 Westcott holds thet a compericon with 

The Epistle of St.» James makes this even more clear to our 
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understending./28 We believe it is clear thet wo are not dealing with 

a book equal to those of our New Testament. ‘hile we are considering 

Apoorypha, it might be added that Charteris lists one "distinct allusion" 

in the Shepherd to on apooryphal book called Heldad end Uodade He 

gathers this from Hermas' statement that "Heldad and Nodad prophesied 

to the people in the wilderness."429 we heve no hint as to the 

evatuation of this book by Hormase 

As we review the testimony of The Shepherd of Hormas, we see that 

there is very little direot support to our canonical books. Yet there 

is an indirect acceptance of great doctrines of these books. "The 

Christianity that this beautiful dream depicts is fromthe beginning 

to the end a Christianity that lives upon our New Testament and not 

on books of which ve know nothing," conoludes Gregory.150 In his 

conclusion, we find oa fine summary of the value of Hermas for our study. 

List of New Testament books testified tos 

Matthew I Corinthians 

John Ephesiens 

Acts , I Peter: 
Revelation 
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Conclusion 

The Apostolic Fathers have not offered us a great anount of 

conclusive evidence for our investigation. As has been said, this 

was not to be expected from their peculiar positione They operated 

greatly with the oral traditions. Yet, they have left us traces of 

the ‘great majority of the books of our canon. In addition, we have 

discerned an attitude in then tending to place these writings of the 

Apostles end followers in a special class. fone of the writers of 

the period we have just considered presumed to call himself by the 

same title of Apostle, nor would any one place his writings on a 

level with the Apostolic writings. Westcott substantiates this when 

he seys, "As if by some providential instinct, each one of those 

teachers who stood nearest to the writers of the New Testament con= 

trasted his writings with theirs and definitely placed himself on a 

lowér level."451 He goes on to add that this "fact is most signifi- 

cents for it shows in what way the formation of the Canon was an act 

of the intuition of the Church, derived from no reasoning, but 

realized in the course of its natural growth as one of the first 

results of its self-oonseiousnesse™!"* To make the matter” complete, 

we might add that we have seen this same intuition refuse to all 

epocryphel writings a place alongside the Hew Testenent dookse 
gai. a 
be 

  

181. Westcott, Ope Gites Pe S7e 

132. Ibid. 

   


