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The work 1tself contains eipht visions, twelve ommsnds, and nine
parabiea.’:os Practloal teachings for paolple who know the doctrines
of the Gospel constitute the major part.]'g? y

I have seid that it was en early writing. Just how éarly, it
appears impossible to decide. fThere aro three outstanding theories as
to the sctual dating. Bishop Lightfoot sums them up very well for us.
The earlicst date (58 A.D.) assooictes Iermas with the Hermas of the
Romnn Church, groctod by Paul in his letter to the Fomans.l98 Origen
is the leading proponent of this view, and he was follored by Eusebius
ond Jerome, However, Origen in speaking of this matter used the words
Yut puto.” This shows that he really had no actual determining facts

at hig dispusal. Secondly, it has been held for some time that it was

composed ce. 155 A.D. The ground for this view is chiefly the imratorian

Fragments It declares that Hermas wrote the Shepherd while his brother
Pius was Bishop at Rome (140-155 AsDe)s One difficulty in the wey of
this dating is that Clemont is mentioned ms & contemporery. This must
be a different Clement from the author of I Clement, or else the
original Greek menuseript, of which we have the latin translation,
eould not have said that Plus was Bishop. wo other doouments support
thig 'l:radition; but do not eppear to be independent. These are & Latin
poem against Harecion and a letter to Pius himself. The third end most
recent theory is that put forth by Zehn followed by Casparie. Lightfoot
thinks this supposition is instigated by a desire to reconcile the date

106. CGregory, ope oit., pe 83
107, Charteris, loc. cite

108, Romans 16:130 —
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with that of Clement of Rome. Ience the composition is assizned to

80-100 Ae.D. Looking over all three theories, Lightfoot. concludes |
that the lost two sgree best with the notices of the ministry and

conditions in the church desoribed by the Shepherdsl99 goodspeed

seems to side with Zehn, placing the date at 100 A.De110 James

Yoffet feels thet echoes in the letter from Vienne and Lyons prove

that the Shepherd of Hermas was use_d in Gaul Yy the middle of the

second oentury.ul Cleveland Coxe -:ln The .Ante-Ficene Fathers, holds

for the later date; he writes, "At first sight, Hermas might seem to
hove little in common with Irenaeus; and, on many aaoounts. it would
be preferable to pnir him with Barnabase. But, I feel sure that
chronology forbids, snd that the age of irenasus, and of the martyrs
of Lyon and Vienne, is the period 'ﬂhi.c.:h called for this ‘work. and
which eccounts for its popularity and diffusion smong the church.”
Coxe goes on to say that its popularity is due to its pecific spirit
over egeinst the rising heresy of_!ébni':aniqn. Thie spirit pleased
the churches which were hesitont to denounce HMontanism m#ately.
It was the "gentle antidote” for which thoy were looking.l12 1r "{i’;
should have to choose one of these three datings, we should do well® N
to fo:_l'.lw Zahn, land link Hermes with CGlement., iiestoott believes that

3 Hermas \'exhi.bi'l:s the Xomem characteristics of a sense for ‘forn and

109, Lightfoot, ope cite, ppe 295, 294.
110.: Edgar Je éo‘&apee .'Introduoti.on to the Hew Testament, p. 266.

111, Jemes loffat, An Introduction to The Iiterature of the New
T“*-ament. D 498,
Coxe, iﬂ. g’ﬁo




order even more than Clement.l1® Ee oould be the loglcal successor
to Clement. Then too, the testimony to the other theories is such
that it does not necessarily exolude tlﬂ.g date contemporary with
Clement.

Let us see what the book reveals in s.upport of our New Testament

canonical writings. Really, the scope of the wr_!.;l:el: géve no opportunity

for direct citation of Soripture. Hermas claims to have -a divine
message and to record the words of an angel.11% -Gregory satirically’
notes, "I suppose people seldom quote in dreans."116 Charteris sees
only one resl quotation, nemely from kiatthew 10:33.,116 Yot although
there are few quotations, 'i'iesthtl; very ocﬁﬁnolngiy traces :the
influenoe of our Kew Testament books on Hermss. In form, The SheE- rd
of Termas rescmbles very strongly our book of Revelation, whﬂa in
tone it is more that of St. Jemes. A lmou.'l.edgo of our Gospels 1!
evidenced by tho numerous paraphrases.of our Lord's words throughout
the bock, There are also probable allusions to Ste John end the Acts.
At several places we seem to see St, John's tes.oi::lng on "the Truth" as
the ground of Her;nas' words. Parallels with the First Epist:!.e of Peter
are also noticeable. Commentators are wrong vhen they say there is a
great divergence between Hermas and St. Pauls The turn of mind end
the peculiar object of the author of the Shepherd of Hermas do not
make for a close connection with Paul, it is true, but there are iraces

115. Westoott, op. cites Pe 196¢
114, Ibid, p. 201.

115, Eregory. OPe Oit.. Pe 83e
118. Charteris, 10ce c:l.'l:.




of influence by the great missionary:

In addition to marked coincidences of language with the
First Epistle to the Corinthians and with that to the
Ephesians, Hormas distinotly recognizes the great truth
whioch is commonly regarded as the characteristic center
of Ste. Faul's teaching. 'Faith,' he says, "is the first
of the seven virgins by which the Church is supported.
She keeps it together by her power; and by her the elect
of Cod are saved. Abstinence the second virgin is her
daughter; and the rest are daughters one of the other.
Jnd when the Christign observes the works of their mother,
he is able to live.'117

Ve sce the harmony of Hermas with Paul's teaching on faith,

The view which liermas gives of Christ's nature and work
is no less hermonious with Apostolic dootrine, and it offers
striking analogics to the Gospel of St. John, Iiot only did
the Son 'eppoint Angels to preserve each of those whom the
Father gave to Hiim;' but 'He Himself toiled very much end
suffered very much to cleanse our sins . « s And so when
lle Himself haed oleansed the sins of the people, Ee showed
then the paths of life by_glving them the Law which He
recoived from His Father 18 He is 'a Rock higher than the
mountains, able to hold the whole world; ancient, and yet
having a new ;;ate.'us 1His -name is greatand infinite,
and the whole world is supported by Him.1120. 'He is older
then creation, so that He took counsel with the Father
about tho creation which He mede.l2l He is the sole way
of eocoss %o the Lord; and no one shall enter in unto Him
otherwise than by His Son.'}22 %o Hermss, that is,to the
Christien of these later times, He appears 'by the Spirit

"in the form of the Church,'123

117 The Shepherd of Hermss, "yis.," 1il, 8, quoted in Westoott,
Ops cite, pp. 201, 202 ;

138 The Shepherd of Hermas, "Sim,," v, 6, quoted in Westeott,
Ope cit, PpPes 202 203,
'P'-ITET 'Ibid. u: 2, 12, quoted in Westoott, loce oite

120, Tbid, 14, quoted in Westoott, loos oi¥s™

121, Tbid, 12, quoted in Westoott, Ioc. oife

122. Tsia. .

123, Thid, 1, quoted in festoott, ope gites Pe 204e
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It ic not diffiocult to see thet Hermas must have been well sequairnted
with St, John,
Sinee we have no real quotetions, with the possible exception of 1
the one from liatthew, we cennot decide how Hermas estimated the books
he alludes to. Yet we &o see thet he nccepts their precepts and makes
thom his own teachings. This would leed us to believe that he viewed
them ag being from God Himself, und binding.
The gquestion of inspiration leads us to a disoussion of whether

The Shepherd of Hermes is inspired itself or whether it belongs to

tho Lpoorypha. Charteris gives us the opinions of several of the
Fatherse Clement of Alexandria spoke of it as inspired. Origen also
thought it inapired. Eusebius end Tertullian, on the other hand,
listed it among the spuridus books¢124e Zahn tells us that the

Xuratorien Fragment excluded it from being read in the worship of the

public servics of the churchel2% He gives us the reason why it wes

excluded; it seems that the author of the ¥uratorien Fragment thought

the Shepherd too recent e writing (ca. 146 A.De). Furthermore, the
author was e decided, positive;. opponent of lontanism, end did not

think thst the Holy Ghost would be given once agein, as Iie was at the

dewn of Christianity.l?® Ferrar bolieves The Shepherd of Eermas ;

oan be seen to be an apooryphal book by comparing it with the 1.
Revelation of St. John.127 Westoott holds that a comperison with ;

The Epistle of St. James makes this oven more clear to our

124, Chnrter:l.a. 22' Oitn. Pe XXVe

126, Zehn, "Conon of Soripture," Sohatf-Hersog, II, 594, 0ole 1l - o
128, Ibid, Geschichte des Neutestauen smentclionen ﬁmons, vol 2,1, De °

127« Ferrar, 22- ﬂll Pe 995 Do
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understending.128 We believe it is clear that wo are not dealing with

& book equal to those of our Hew Testament. %hile we are considering
Apocrypha, it might be added that Chartoris lists one "distinct allusion"
in the Shepherd to on apooryphal book called Heldad snd liodade Xe

gathers this fron Hermas'®' statement thot "Heldad and odad prophesied
o the people in ths wilderness." % e have no hint as to the
evaluation of this book by Hormase

As vie review the testimony of The Shepherd of Hormas, we see that

there is very little direot support to our canonical books. Yet there
is an indirect saceptance of great dootrines of these books. "The
Chrigtianity thet this beautiful drgem deplets is fromthe beginning

to the end a Christiasnity that lives upon our New Testement and not

on books of which we lcncw.nothing.“ conoludes Grogorye.1%0 In his
conclusion, we find a fine sumrary of the value of Hermas for our study.

List of New Testament books testified tos

Hatthew I Corinthians

John Ephesiens

Aots : I Peter:
Revelation

128, He writes, "The Shepherd beers the same relation to the
Epistle of St. James as tﬁh of Barnobas to that to the Hebrewse
The idea of m Christian law Ties et the bottom of them both: but
aocording to St. James it is a law of liberty, centering in nan's
deliverance from corruption within and ceremonial without; while Hermas
rather looks for its escence in the rites of the outwerd Churche.
Ste. James and Hermas insist on the necessity of works; but the one
regarde them s The practical expression of a personal faith, while
the other finds in them en intrinsic velus and recognizes the possibil=-
ity of supererogatory virtus." wWestoott, ope oltss PP 199, 200.

129, Charteris, 22. cites Do XXiVe

130s Gregory, ops oife., ps 85s




Conclugion

The Apostolic Fathers have not offered us a great amount of
conclusive evidence for our investigation. As hes been sald, this
was not to be expected from their peculiar position. They operated
greatly with the oral traditions. Yet, they have left us traces of
the ‘great majority of the books of our canon. In addition, we have
discorned an attitude in then tending to place these writings of the
Apostlos and followers in a speciel class. Fone of the writers of
the period we have just considered presumed to oall Liimself by the
same title of Apostle, nor would any one place his writings on a
level with the Apostolic writings, Westcott substantiates this when
he says, "As if by some providential instinet, each one of those
teachers who stood nearest to the writers of the New Testament oon=
trasted his writings with theirs and definitely placed himself on a
lower level."1%l He goes on to add that this "fact is most signifi-
cant; for it shows in what wey the formation of the Canon was an ach
of the intuition of the Church, derived from no reaaoning; but
realized in the course of its naturel growth as cne of the first
results of its self-oonseiousness.™.°> To make the mabter complete,
we might add that we have seen this seme intuition refuse to all
epooryphel writings a place alongaiéi;' -the Hew Testament bookss
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