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l Pet. 4,18 

1 Pet. 6,6. 
• • 

• • 

• • • • 
• . •••• Prov. 3,M 

c. Vlhat.ia the Ueuiing of' the Phrase: •Peter Said•! 
' . 

In COIDp8,ri~ the language of P.eter's speeches with 

his first epistle gr&'l.t importanc.e attaches. to the meaning· 

of the phr1J,ses with which the speeches in Acts are intro­

duced: aPeter ea.id• or •Peter replied". 

Luke uses five different verbs Qf saying to jntr•ce 

the ate,temento of Peter. 'E dr~7v is the vord h~ uses -most frequently. Others which occar ar.e 1~ v f'J. < (Acts 
/ ) I ' 

10,28); ~-:. ,rt_,,., (11,4); ::1rrr J<I-- Jtt,(-8 ,,I• (3,12; 6,0i 
1 6 I ,, 

10,46)e and ~n" f 7 t:J,'J4;6r;.·d• (2,14)~ 
# ) ;, 

1£ t~se words were used in their strict etymological 

raeaning, they wuld be followed by 8l'l e:xac:t; re1roduction of 

the words th9t came out of Peter's moutb on each occasion. 

It is douutful, however, nhether st. wke used them µi that 

strict sense. Dr. wdwig i\lerbringer, in his 'lbeplQiio,1 

Henneneut,igp, declJJres: •Knowledge of· the original meaning 

of words, e.cco•rding to their etymology, very often is of 

pre.cticsil value to the exe~te; however, bis first and chief 

aha should be to understand the meaning or words according 

to the ™ lomwndi, because in interpreting Scripture 

he alw@ys dee.ls with words as they were a.ctually used to 

convey a certSJ,in sense. "7 

7. P. 9. 
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On the one baud, if luke cC1Dpoaed the speecbes hin1self . 
or merely expanded on general ideas which he k,1ev or thought 

l'eter discussed on the various occasions, he could not 

truthfully l1ave prefaced the discourses with •Peter said.• 

Such a statement would have ooen fiction or fabrication. 

Bu t. on the other band, using the words •1Tt'rt"3 -;;,, v • 

as they were ccrnrnonly understood, according to the lUIWL 

loppdi, St. luke could quote st. Peter in any one of a 

number of" ways without violating either langu.JJge or truth. 
' . 

He collld quote Peter's em.ct words. He could give a litera~ . . 
or a free translation of vhat Peter aaid. He could record 

salient excerpts of JJ, given sermon or ·set down a re81.DD8 of 
. . -,, , "" 

what was e!-lid. i'he words • t i r , •\ -- • r;~ " • would still be 

true. Just what method lake ~ctwi.lly did use in recording 

~eter' s speeches is and probably will ramai11 a matter of 

conjecture. Acts 2,40 shows that on at least one occasion, 

Pentecost, Peter said much more than st. wke records: . 
"Iui<f he (Peter) testified with rna~y-other words and exhorted 

them. a · 

Dr. Joeeph ~n, in his Grypdriea .war. §ipleituns .m 
m li&a TA IHPJ@Qt, v,ri tea: 

im eine gv.nz w&rtlicbe ·\'1ieder€1J,be der Raden iat 
natdrlicti nicht 111 denken, zume.l einige derselben 
r,ohl in aramliaober ::,'pracbe gebalten wurden. Auah 
sind sie etwas gleicbartig verarbeitet, obschon 
die petrinischen W'.ld die paulinischen Haden mit 
den uezflgl.icben jriefen der Apostal siah einiger• 
me.sze1;1 berllhr•~• 

a. Pp. 87-88. 



'Xheodor liahn is almost too cautious in 11dmitting of' 

any affinity in style and vocabulary between First Peter 

and Peter's speeches. 

~lhile the discourses ·or Peter in Acts my 
faithfully reproduce hie th~t, sind give a 
true picture of his ma1D1er of preaching, it ia 
FJ.l to~ther unlikely that the form in vluch lake 
reproduces tbein is derived from notes made at the 
time. Hut le~ving out of account altogether the 
many changes whicti m&y have taken place in these 
discourses in the course of their tranmniesion to 
Luke, and which may have been made 1?Y Iuka hiraself 
in committing them to writing, and d1 sregardi~ 
the influence which ijilvama may have had in de• 
termining the form of Firut Peter, there is all 
the difference in the world between discourses 
which Peter deli vored in the early d~s of the 
Church to the populqce and the Sanhedrin in Jeru- · 
salem, in the nouse of Cornelius at Caesarea, or 
later in ~e1usa~em befo? the A~~stolic Counc~l, 
and a lett.er which ha directed S1lvams to write 
from H01ae, to the Gentile Chri stiens in Asia. L:inor 
f:l.t e. much la .. ter time, and in altogether diffe1ent 
ci1·cwnetances. All t,hat can be claimed is that 
the impression of Peter's reli~ous attitude 
and ecclesiastical position, wlil.ch we get fr<m 
Acts the the J;;pistles of Paul, egees perfectly 
v,i th the manner in wbioh he conceives his new 
task in First Peter~9 
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lba l!o.lx. liible l1i.th a B;mlav,.to;a ID5l Qritio,l ~­
. mente.g; speaks in a similar way. 

N.e.gy of the discourses ~ere certainly delivered 
in the Hebrew l~@ aa then spoken. st. Iuka 
therefore must· have either tr~nslated them himself, 
or taken them from translations already extant. 
ln either ca,se, a coneiderSJ.ble number of verbal 
coincidences in the reports of different speeches 
would be a n::itural result. In the fomer case 
we should expect a close reeemulance of style 
with other portions both of the Acts and the Gos• 
pels. This resentblance certainly does exist to.an 
extent which has supplied opponents with effective 

9. Introguctign .tA .ibl. Jiu Xcnrt,,ment, II, P• 40. 



arguments, but which f!,119 goes far to illustrate 
the · unity of authorship which baa been esta.'blisbed 
on other grounds. There are moreover indic~tion8, 
a.dmi tted to be oonolusi Ye, tbat in nearly a.11 if 
not in all these discourses wo hive a compressed 
s,ccount, bringing out the ma.in points clearly, 
e_nd preservin{.~ intact the most oha.ra.cteristio 
utterances of the ~eakera, lut necessarily 
introducing• distinct element, vis., the atylei 
vocauule.nr0 and fo:nns of lan@Jlago 11eouliar to the 
.z·ecoz·der .1 
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l~ other scholars have noted toot the o:peecbee of 

Peter in Acts contain langw1ge '7hich is distinctly tbP.t 

of Iuka. 'l'he lists giyen abo·ve (pp. 20-21) indicate the 

88.1118 co'.!lclusion. 'J:hia is to be expected if ·it is aalJWned 

ths-,t Iulte tr13nelSJJted Peter' a words i11to Greek. It does 

not, of course, ~ffect their petrine origin. 1'he fact 

·lihe.t SJ. favorite English version of the JliB4 and the Qd11ou: 

is clothed in the language of Pope mkea tl1e version no 

less e. re-oroduction of the words of Horner. Hut if the .. 
speeches were done into Greek by w.ke • as ~y 'have been 

the ce.se, a oompe.rison of their l8ll{91'-'88 with Peter's om 

Greek in bis ep_istle qould not be likely to reveal mch 

a,ffinity. And the tact thg,t a fen striking aimil'l.ritiea 

still do -9.ppear is under these ciraumste.naea ~11 the more 

remrirkable. 

10. HT, II, PP• 339-340. 



lII. Similarities in the Uontents of lirat Peter and 

Peter's Dlsoouraeu in the Book of Acta 

32 

It is in the contents of Peter's diocOlll"aes and hi• 

first epiotle tbat the gree.teet similarity and oonaistency 

between them coraes to light. In both sections Peter, 

an apostle of Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 1,1) and •a witness of 

llis resuITection" (/1.cto 1,22) is delive~ing testimony abollt 

his Lord and I.4aoter. .llut the circumstances under which he 

delivered his speeches· and \"ll'Ote his epistle are qnite 

different. ln the speeches he is dealing for the moat "'"' 

with unconverted people who do not lmOlf the way of salvation. 

For them he is stressing the fund&Jnental, phenomenal facts 

of the Gospel of Christ. In the words of Bernhard Weiss, 

Peter pre2ents in his speeches •das grundlegende Zeugnis■ 

von Christo. 111 In his first epistle ~ater is writing to 

Christians, to "the el~ci exiles of the dispersion• 

( 1 Pet. 1,3) • He i a writing to · sustain and edify them in 

the faith which they already have. He goes into mcb more 

detail concerning the prolJle~ of the Christian life. He 

is writing "das aufbauende Zeugniss von Christo.•2 in spite 

of. tlie different occasions for his testimony in Acts and 

,1. J2u; ,Pet;rinM3bt Lehrbegriff, P• 199. 
2 • .llli4. • P• • . 



Jirat Peter, the points ot similarity in preaantation are 

numerous. 

A. i'he Prophets Testify of Christ 

In Christianity, aaya Peter, the prophecies of the 

' Old Testament come to fulfillment. 'the preamble of Peter's 

first epistle is praise to God for regeneration to a living 

hope, the end of which is salvation of souls (1 Pet. l,9). 
I 

It is this very salvation which n.e the topic of the 

prophets (1 Pet. 1,10-12). In the Gospel whiob Peter is 

prea.cl1ing the people are bearing the same ·things tba.t all 

the prophets declared. i"be safferings of Obrist, Hie resur­

rectiorJ a.nd session at God's right band, our regenersJ.tion, 

faith, and hope of glory--tbe whole scope of salvation is 

the fulfillment of what God's prophets foretold long ago. 

(iloting lsa.ie.h 40, 6-8, Peter writes: •All fieah is like 

grass and ~11 its glory like the fl~r of grass. The grass 
. . 

withe rs , and the flo\,er £alls, l.tut the word of the Lord 

abideo forever• (l Pet. l, 24-26). Then he adds: •111tat 

word (the emne'TThich Isaiah knew) is the good nen which 

wao proaohed to you• (1 Pet. 1,26). 

SimilSJ.rly in his opeecbes Peter strives to s1
1ow that 

the Gospel be is p1·eaohing is thfl,t of which the prophets 

wrote. llot only certain details, but the whole scope of 

Christianity is referred back to prophecy. A striking 

em:nple of this is his speech before the crOffli \'lhicb 



p.thered at Solomon' a porch af'ter the healing of the lame 

man. Poter begins hie argwnent with the decl'in.tion th'lt 

Jesus is the ~ervant (prophecied in ls. 62,13 et al.) of 

· the God of Auraham, Isaac, and Jacob, their tat~ra (Acta 3,13). 

Through the crucifying of Jeaue by the Je\7& fulfilled wlrJ.t 

he bad promised uy the rnouth of all the prophets (Aota 3,18). 

Peter mentions specifically that the prophets lw.d pr6dicted 

the BUff' erings of' Ohrist--the same fact he mentions in 

1 :Pet. 1,11. Christ lt'!ls ascended into heaven "until the 

time for estauliahing all that God spoke by the mouth of 

his holy prophets frcrn of old" (Acts 3,21). Christ is the 
. 

prophet of whom Moses snoke, to wham all should listen 

(Acts 3,22). "And all the prophets who hg.ve spoken, frm 

S&JDUel encl those who came aftena.rd, also proclaimed these 

days" (/1cts 3,24). 'l'he Jewa, ·ae1a Peter, are the sons_ of 

the prophe 1.e and of the covenant which God made vi th 

Abra.ham. Jesus is t he seed of Abraham in whmn all the 

families oi the earth JJ.re blessed (Acta 3,26). 

Uther l¾ddresses of Peter contain the seme mes13Sg9•• 

the Gospel is not a new idetJ., wt tbe same thing that the 

prophets of old preSJ.Ched. Feter says, Aots 10,43: •To 

Him (Chri0t) all the prophets bear witness, that every 

one who believes in Him reoeivea forgivenoaa of sins through 

His nme.• 

At the opening of his great and eftecti ve sermon on 

·Pentecost Peter tells his audience tliat tJ:ie phenomena they 



are seeing and bearing are by no meana the perto~ea of 

drunken men. Iiatber, this ia what Joel the PJ'Ol)het pre­

dicted long ago (Acts ~,14-16) ! David, being a prophet, 

also apoke about Obrist (Acta 2,25-36). Peter begins hie 

very first address with the declaration that what the 

Scriptures spoke about Judas 1111st be fulfilled (Acta 1,16). 

'When the prophets spoke, they 1polte •what the Spirit 

of Christ within them indicated• (1 Pet. l,ll). Peter 

preaches the same truth in Acts 1,16: •The Holy Spirit 

apoke beforeha.nd by the mag.th of David.• •What God toretolcl 

by the mouth of all the prophet• • • • He .tbaa fulf illecl 

(Acta 3,18-21). 

Peter teetifiea to hia hearera and readen that they 

are the ones who are to benefit from the labors of the 

prophets. The prophets •were saning not thanaelvea, mt 

you~ (1 Pet. 1,12). 1'bey •proclaimed theae ciaJa• (Acta 

3,24-). "You are the sons of the prophet•• (Acta 3,25). 

B. Peter Teatif'iea of the Life of Christ 

Christ•• the subject of all tba propheta. Bot 

even before tbe prophets He na ordained by God to redeem 
f C / 

· the world (o tv~lf•"' tvus ~ Acta 10,42). He na 

: - •delivered up according to the definite plan arxl foreknowlede,I 
. - ·c ' . ' . ' , A 2 l)t) of God• ( t 11 wpM,,,,, fs "l? 4,rvA~ K../ , Tlf'<;f ~w6 ~ c , eta ,,;,,u • 

·He 1taa•deatined before the foundation of the worlcl • 
I • ■ 

( rr f'V £ 1,4 vw~J.,, t ~"? , 1 Pet. 1,20): •appointed . 
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. I 
(rr fo K_f- .~ f , f 1~~'C..;. Vo5 , Acts 3,20)i •the elect corner 

atone• (1 Pet. 2,4.6).3 

Obrist, •destined before tbe found11tion of tbe world•, 
• ' • I 

was "made manifest at tbe en.d of times• . ( E. TT - l 4-;;(1,-,v 
,.,__, • ' .. J ' 

1 w'II X p,u vr.,,.., V ' l Pet. 1,20). er. t v T o' , ~ ~64~ •J 
( I · , , /= / 

~/f-1 ~ ,~.,(I ,.) (Act~ 2,17)i· f",,15, 1...,'f'-'5 -t-Jvr..,15 (Acta 3,24). 

Ja-.nifested in human to~ (Aots 2;22, l Pet. 2,24), 

Christ was none the less tiuo God. He wa Jehovah. •11e 
·: .. , ' 

ia Lord of all 11( I<, II ;-fe,._s Ti ;, ·r-w V , Acta 10,36). 
. . . 

In his first epistle Peter cites Is. 8,13: •Sanctify 

Jehovah of boBts. 11 He places the na.ma _Obriat in direct 

apposition to Jehovah: "Sanctify Jehovah, Cl~ist, in your 

hearts• (l Pet. 3,15). · God is •the Fathor of our Lord 

JeatB Christ• (1 Pet. 1,3). In Acta (3,13.26, 4,27.30) 

Ohrhit is referred to as the 7f ~LS tit:_" v , tbe 

~r TT ·· I ::L ~ propheoied in Is. 52,131 an~ Is. 53,11. 

tsimilarly in l llet. ·2,2~-25 p?lssages frQm Is. 63 ( vv. 4,5, 

6,9), all de:Jling with the work of the TI1i1 7 ::l )l ·are 

referred to Ohriat. · 

Christ was sinless, 11a lamb without blemish or spot• 

( l Pet. 1,19),• "He conrnitted no sin; no eµile na found. ( cfi, 
on Ilia lips" (l Pet. 2,22). He VMS • " "ho/' S • (1 ~et. 

3,18) • . In Jlcts 3,14 Peter admonishes the men of Israel 
"' • I , . (' I 

tbs,t they denied • ;!"•," . :~c, ,,v w .. ,, ,J,,. !(., 'II•. 

. . 
s. Cf. A. L. Graebner, Doqtrip,l -%b@01qqx- P• 43. 
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Christ was rejected by men. Both in Act,a 4,11 and 

l Pet. 2,4 Peter cites Pa. 118,22, showing that Christ is 

•the very atone which the builders rejected. • 

i'he Lord suffered at the handa of wicked men, just 

as the prophets had predictoo. (Acts 3,18; 1 Pet. 1,11; 

2,21; 4-,1.13; 6,1). (Peter mentions the au-tteringe of 

Christ more o:fte11 in hie epistle than he does in Acts, tor 

there WS.1!.i mo1·e n~ed to do so. l'he epistle na vritten m&llJ 

yearo after the p~ssion of our Lord. He delivered moat 

of hie recorded discourses only a fe1r1 1uontha after the 

p11usion, when the whole scene was still vivid in the minds . 
of all.) Cl1rieri w11a roviled (1 Pot. 2,23). The Jen 

denied Him in the presence ·of Pilate when they asked t,hat 

a nurdei~er be released in His otead (J\cts 3,13-14). · 
' 

"Chriat died• (l Pet. 3,16). The Prince ot Lif~, in 

the flesh, ,vas killed at t'h~ hands ot lawless mou (Acts 

3,15; 2,23, 1 Pet. •3,18). liia innocent blood \VJ.a shed 

(1 Pet. 1,2, 1,19). He died by cmoifixion (Acta 2,23; . ' . 
2,36, 4,10). l:r.en fa stened Ilia body on the tree, r ye -, 

l 1:>: .--v (l IJet. 2,24); .-:u:· r-, ,[,\, u (Aats 10,39). u 6 

(The no:rd 7 ;: . ,. 1,: , used of·~ cross, occilrs, outeide 
I·. 

of these passages, only three times in the H~w Testament: 

Acta 5,30, a speech which Pet er possibly delivered, since 

it is attributed to •Peter end the apoatl~a•, in Acta 13,29, 

Paul• s sermon in the synagog11e ·at Antioch in Piaidia; and 
• I 

in Gal. 3,13.) 
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But Peter reguded testifying ot Clirist'1 remrreotion 

as the chief' task of tbe ,i,poatlea (Acta 1,22). Teatimon, 

of the resurrection forms an important part both of the 

speeches and the first epistle. 'God raisecl Him on the 

third day and made Him manifest, not to all the people, 

but to us who wre chosen by God as witneaaea, who ate B?Jd 

drank with Him after Be rose from the dead,• aaya St. 

Peter (Acta 10,40•41). "You killed the Author of life, 

whom God raised from the dead. To this n are witneaaea• 

(Acta 3,16). (Ct. a.lao Acta 2,24.32; 3-,26; 4,10.) In 

Yirat Peter •the resuITection of Jama Christ• ia-baaio 

teatimoey Cl Pet. 1,3, 3,21). •God, raiaed-.Him from the 

dead• (1 Pet. 1,21); •being put to dea~h in the fieeh 

but made alive in tha spirit• (1 Pet. 3,18).4 

Peter and the apostles ~re witnesses of the resur­

rection. But there wa2 another witness-, too--the "Old 

Testament. i'he -historic fact of Christ's remrrection ia an 

essential part •of· prophecy. The Spirit of Christ in the 

prophets predic~d not only the 111ffering of Christ, 1Dt 

•tbe su:bsequent glory• (1 Pet. 1,11). Valiant testimODJ 

of the same truth is in Acta 2,24-32. · •God raised Christ 

up, having loosed the panga of death, because it was not 
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poeaiulc ior liim to Le held by it ••• ror llqvicl foresaw 

and spoke of t,be rcsu1·rectic;m of Ohriut, thut He ms not 

aba.ndoned to IJatles, no1· clid Ilia fleob see corruption• 

(Acts -2,24.31). Devid prophesied the reourrection (Pa. 

16,8-11). Therefore it had to t$lke place: 

lloth i 11 hio discouraee aml in hie epistle Poter 

tics Obriat' a 1·aaux·rectiol1 and His e:v.iltatio11 in ,L,l.ory 

very closely togc·lih.er. "This Jesuo God raised up ••• -Beine; therefore exa.ltod at the right ba;!ld o:f' uoc.1• ( T'!;J 
\ - ,., ,,,,._.,. /. .,,,...,_,, , I 

..,,,r . ,, f. ..,,.<"~.,, ::- · v -''/,·,_, ,/~c:,--; 1 l\c·~s 2,32-33). •.ue,ptiam c s 

:riow s'?ve2 you • • •. -~hrout,5h t he rosun·ection of Jews 

Ch1~is·t., nho has gone into beJJven wid io at the right hand 

1 1 Pet. 3,21-22). 

"Uod ••• raised. Hirn from tho dead and gave Hir:1 glory• 

( 1 Pet,. 1,21). "The Ootl of our fathers re.ised Jesus • 

I ,,,_ 

o -r ,:. :.; , Acts 5, 30-31) • 

• • 

.lieing at the riuht hand of God, Ch1·ist r11les heaven 

and earth. "God l1aa made Him both Lord 11nd Obrist• (Acts 

2,36). •He is: at the right hai'ld of God, ilitb 11ngela, 

authorities, anci' p_o~rero wbject to Him• (1 Pet. 3,22). 

lLcco1di11g ·to His visible .presence Chri t bs,,s gone 

i?Jto heaven (l !Jet. 3,22). "VJham he1J.ven mu~t, receive• 

(Acta 3,21): 'll}le was taken u.p from us" (Acta 1,22). 

i'he exalt~.tion of Christ in glory ,1e,s also an inte• 

gral pJJ.rt of prophecy. i'he Spirit of Christ ~;1 the propbeta 


