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:tor there are p:raot1aal 1nvolvemenu-. Doea iu 41T1De aolu­

all.1' objeotlval.7 1Dtlunoe the 1DcU.Tldual aDCl aoolal vronlnp 

ot men, or ls suoh cllvine operaUo~ a N&llt7 oDJ.¥ in tile 

sense that its pMpommta have mae it a 1'9811"7 tor tllem­

selves? It the reality or the d1Y1De la ~ta pi'o~eotlOA 

ot the human mind, perhaps even a pathoiogloa1 one,, then, 

dea1l1 te 1 ts &pl)&rent :real:!:ty, 1 t .ta yet total,q bumanla\lo 

and the part ot tha J1!m rallpaaua 1D aoole'ty la qne. �o%º� 

jeot1vely oauaated by D&tura1 reaaou aloae. or la tu 

matter deeper? Is the role or the dlv1ne 1n the lu&man 

nobject1vel.J' objeotive"? Does the d1T1De aotual~ "4iiell 

v11th1n the llearta of men" and motivate them and 11:lpel ~• 

to a qualitative~ dl~terent oomluot 1n the hu.lJan soo1e'7 

01' tihloh they are a part? 

On the question of rel1g10&1s exper1enoe or rel1slon 1D 

~,eneNl, ma~ aoo1ologtata are algnlt1oant~ non-oommlttal. 

U&olver says: 

Religion 1mp11ea an att1tu4e of~. not pJ1.­
mar1ly to his r&llo'lrillln, but to soma po•er beJOD4 
hls raDSG, a power regarded bJ ever, mm'th81at1o 
:rellsJ,on as supreme •. GoDBGquent~ �~� ohurall aeeka 
to eatabllah a tom at o01Dm11Dioatlon or rapport wllh 
an 1nv1a1ble and su»erlor beln&. 'fllua it poatulatea 
a au.praaooJal tom or Nlatlonah1p whloh •1'thln the 
Nl1gioua asaemb~ preaarlbea 'the aooial ralatio11a 
of the members ••••. ne11g1on 1Dvolves generally 
two•told o~1on, that ot man with a aon•h11man 
power and. a Cler1vat1Te 001:111u111on or mn wltll maza.0 

Kallen 1n the Enofplopactla st sopial; s01eaoea •81'•1 

ntlle meaning or religion .... Nduoea itaelt to• paroel 

5. Hoben t:. J:aolyar., So91eg. P• 317:t. 



or oollect1on o't p-raot1oaa 1n nlat1on to tile waaeeu posen 

or oausee. thus 'CO tile way.a, or sett1ns r1pt w1th COd."• 
It appears trom an emrain~tion ot a aeleotion o~ texta 

111 soo1olo&"Y that the major1 ty ot the autb.ora e1 ther 1a­

pliio1 tl:, or explicitly approach the aaibject o.r nl1g1on 1n 

soo1ety with a totally huma111st10. v.1e.s point.. Each ot the 

various theories ult1matel3_seas religious expenence aa 

the mental and eaotlonal attitude ot m~n toward the ullkDOwn 

in nature and part1oulorly to, t he operation ot na\11,'1'9 1 wbloll 

to h!m 1s supernatural. 7 !'he pe_raon1t1oat1on ot tile ale• 

menta ot nature into goda,1 the rat1onsl1zet1on or birth, 11re1 

sleep , dea t h, eto., 1nto the bod,-aoul d1obotQla¥ • ancl the 

belief 1D the ability to manipula'tc, the otilen1ae oapr1o1oua 

work1Dgs of' the unknoun through 1ril1tat1'181 ro1>et1t1ve 1 and 

sympathetic maglo completes the· p1o~ure ot primitive NlisimP 

.trom wilioh all more oomplex religion haa evo1vec1.9 ~ msn1-

tol4 variations or this teeliD& or attitude in man Nsult111g 

tram 1n41v1dual psyohioal temperaments, from. the nature ot 

the physical env11'0.ament,. ~d t:rom the atage ot the develop­

mentor underata.uding the natu1"8 or the universe a&ll be 

. 
e. Bomoe ii:. Kallen. "Gulta,0 &loYalope4la at Soo1al 

so1en91s 1 vol. 1V1 P• 618f •. 
- 7. ~aard A. Roaa, P£1Uipl.ea or so5.1to1~. 68. see 
aleo '11r1ght and Elmer, 9.J!.• 91 t. • P• Soo1'; · · 11 Young. 
aooial P8YObolop • 1l • 21Ut • . . 

e. See George Peter au.rd.o*, .!!E P£1m1tive aontempoa~1ea1 
·passim., 

O. Wr1gbt and. Elmer, J.Q.g_. 211• 'llor ~1.er•a theory ot the 
or1s1n or nliSiOD (Nlli!oua ezper1enoe), aee Su.tilerlana an4 
. ;oodwa1'41 &• .lit.~, P• 1~; tor the au1m1.etlo tllooey, Jbid. •• 
P• 189. J1or alist ot theories aee Paul Ra41D, Prim. · D 
Rapon, 111. 1eSPm 1f1 9r1,1p"I PP• 7D--77·. Uor JS!llsion aa 
"o~iuml1zedalltaQ'. aeeOUDS·, op. olt., P• 17ott. ln 
general. Boaa, .s».• .&!•, PP• 661 76. 



ohat'Elotor1zocl as vsr1ct1ea or rel1g1ous axperie11oe. 
. . 

. .Despite the 1naooeptab111t;y and neutrality and vasua-

ness or tlw ~em "Nl1g1oua experienoe" 1 uh1oh perm!. ta moat 

writers to display a sort .or soph1ft1oatea non-o~ttal a► 

ti tude 1n tllis problem;, oartalli· writers have been aompara-
. . . 

tlvol.J' tronk: in stotlns the1r .poa1t1ous. 

Joachim Ti'aoh in his Sog1oloq s.t Rel15iop. probobly the 

outstanding text 1n the Eagl1sh lo.usungo 1n thla f1el4, 

makes tree uso or the tem, sometimes using the ie:rm without 

adequate &if'1D1t1ora, but ut other t1&llas he 1a ve17 oantul 

in h1s qua11r1oat10J1S: 

Some students, 4azzled b7 the new 11ght1 had 
imagined thr.lt "tlleN hacl DOW been l)1'0Y1ded 1111th the 
universal key to a oom~lete uuderatac41ug ot :rel­
lsJ,on. 'lhoae ot 11a who staad.y 't)le aoa1olas1oa_l 1a­
plioat1ons ot' rel1e1on •111 arr equall)' 1r w 1ma­
stne that our work will :n,ea~ the mtura an&l ea­
senoe ot relig1o.n 1tseir. Thia 1njunot1on 1s cU.recte4 
at those theorists who apply the philoao~ or .c:an 
an4 oamte to the .stu~ or religion Gel aoo1et,:.m 

In the 11sht ot the oalamit7 •h1oh baa beset 
o1v111zat1on in our t1m.e •. a tho:roup UDdera'81141Dg 
ot the, role of rel1glon1 Pf18t, an4 present, la ot tile 
utmost 1mportanoe. ~he er.i 111 whloh aoholars 1a the 
t1eld o.f." oomparat1YG :rel1g1on ooald cliaplay their 
9a.res with an air ot aupzieme 1nc11tteNnoe la about 
over. It uould be enl:lsht~Dlq to a.olleot 4oe;mat1o 
jucJ&menta trom-the pe11a ot the tblllkon at tba encl or 
the nineteenth oentur., who rrequentl.1' betray, il1reotl.1 
or :1n41motl71 arsumento a_ucl mcxlea ot thougilt NJ.e­
vent tQ the per1od ot Rnl:lghtemnent-g.· age ot om,­
s1decl in'telleotuallam and skeptialam.ll 

Ba, however, 1na1ata 011 a g"Na'I. nWDber ot vsrlma 

10 • .roaoh1m ,,aah, S09101op o·r Relipon, P.P• 4•5• 
.11 • .DK•, PP• 6-7 .. 



rel1g1ous exper1onoea, h111DS to show a1a1a Juat llhD.t be 

means: 

. ~he first i-equ1reme.ut tor the ata.14¥ or the 
aoo1ologiool 1mpl1aat1cma or :religion 1■ an 
approo1at1on or the -vaat bNaclth and varletN ot 
rel1g1ous expanonae. Tllla 1mpl1e111 tho.t the· 
basis tor all aoo1olOB1,cal treatmuts ot rel1-
g1on must be round, 1u the tint plaoe, 1n a 
wide 1•arage or phenomenologloal and paJoholQ61cal 
types, the ex1a"tenoe or •h1oh Ima beooma sene.r­
aliy acknowled6ed, than1'a ·to Zemes•a ram.oua aml• 
ya1s 1 and aeoODd, 1n the mult1~1ows b1ator1oal 
typas ot :religious exper1enoe. In other worua, 
any attempt 'to l1ci1t the aoope or our stllq to 
one religion - our own or ODe tad.liar to ua -
1s bound to lead to i.Daurt1o1ent ancl i,enerteci 
oonolua1ons. 'rhe w149r- the range or oharaoter­
istlo e:zpreaalons ot" rel1gloua. ezpenanoa • •hloh 
the student bas aoooaa, 'the greater will be bla 
1na1snt 1nto the aabjaot.12 . . 
~o show that ill oowslclerl11g var1C!lla tJ»oa ot 1'911&1oua 

experiences he does not preolucle 'the »oaa1b111'tJ or a •t1'WI• 
N1161,on, he says: 

It ls eaar 'to aee \bat bo· avenuea ot approaoh 
are -open to 'the students ot relig:loua phenoana, 
of" rel1Q1oua att1 tuua, an4 or peraoml1 tlea aDcl 
sroupa. One· approach 1a motlMted and cleterm1ne4 
by the. aonv1ot1on tbat here 1a 1M. tN'the It 1a 
the • lJwr.anent• ap1>1'0floh, uee4 in at least halt or 
the aouroea rrom ulllob tbe aoololog1at, like the 
historian of rellsion 1u -geneNl, 4Nwa. 'l'h8 other 
approe.oh J1mll. J!21 ~& ll!!. r-■iptr -'!In !I!!!. a·tateraen:s~ is !mJJ!., . Ii ...... (I'tiilaa 
oura}ut t~to a4vantage o a material 
-tbat poa1t1valy and that negatlvel.7 val.ue4 bJ 
the 'lDalder• - to alrt and e:xemlne lt ortt1oally1 
to place 1t -1n 1ta oontez~ (aoo1a1. h1ator1oal1 
oultun11 pa1ono1cs1oa1.). ancl 'lio lnter»Nt the 
phenomenon, r1rat 1:1 lts on-nature epd aeooncl, 
t'l'Om the baolcground Just ment1cme4.1:s 
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Jaoh'a reJeot1oD.oi9 a sballo11 h1ator1as or aub.1eot1v1u 

oan be seen even .more olearl,J from itie following: 

Ia, e.au1.ost1on or de~1111 tlons or relislo~ la 
beyond our aoope. However, the moat workable OD& 
still seeL13• to be short and s1aq,le: •1te11&1oa la 
the oxpar1enoe ot the Bo~.' 'lhit, oonoept ot rel• 
1c10:;. stresse-e the objeot1w oharaoter ot rel1g1oua 
experience 1n ao.ntraat to psyaholog1oal Uieol'lea 
oi 1-ts purely subject1ve (1Uualona~) .aatura uhloh 
are so oomm.01117 held am.one anthl'opologlats. · ,e 
aG,a,""ee \-71 tb 1:e.o1i~u1•ra1 tha1: a gNot deal or our GlOClem 
at11uy of' 'ffll1g1on atteli1J,lts to s1ve an aooount or a 
response without any l"O:terenoe- to t!1e ~t1mulus.14 

Hos must th1s method, app'!'O!loh1 and termizaolOQ be ,., 
evaluat,gd troa the nomat1ve viewpoint ot Oh'191:::t1a11 theo-

loa? Obviously wo11 ot th$ m ,terial n111oh the aooiol~ 

s ista aeeept, pa.rtiaularl:, uuci.er tho subjeot or ·the blatoz,y 

ed evolution ot religion is cliametrioal~ oounter to the 

tu11damental tenets ot 'tile Ohr1st1sn ra1 th, auoh as 'the 

div111e o1'8at1on or ssn, tho tall, the 1up1rai1on ot the 

Scripturea, etc. 

L1kew1•e any attempt to '"humaDize'' or nnaturalize• tll& 

csrea t rsal1t1es ot the relat10D8h11, ot man to ·111a Goel, auoh 

as the separation trom God baoause ot 41D1 the atonemant, 
' the sonsll1p1 BJ_lcl tuo states after death,. must be _seen tor 

what 1t is. 

mmt about ~rel181oua e.xpel'lenoe"? , sahe· Chrlatlan 0011• 

s1ders the one exper1enoe above all othors oonvara1QD b7 Ule 

!lolf Spirit througb the raaa11a · or gl'&ce •. 'lhia 1a t11e true 

., 
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exparienoa ot Goel, i1&e nJmowlng Go4," llhloh ollangea maa baa 

11 person who la aplr11:uall~ dead.'° o.ne who la alive 8114 1D 

union with Cod. 

But even beton oonnra1on, or ewn 1D 1ta 'total aa,noe, 
Lutheran dogmat1oa bave poa1'84, ola1m1116 a baa.la l a sor1r 
t11re1 an lmiate knowledge ot "the exlatenoe or a gOli am., 1D 

r aot, a .lalovledp, dim ud blllrre4 though 1 t &!IQ' be, or ne 
Law or Goo.. ~his la olearl.7 a auperaatuml element and to 

the man1teatatlo11S ot it the. iem nraligioua e.Qerlenoe" 

misbt be appl1o4 u1'1lout vlolelioe to language.18 

15. "•aeil cUe Halden claa Evanp11um von Cbr1ato .alohl 
kom1ou1 wohl aber ~ah e1ne Kenatnla von Gottea Geaeb ba• 
bon, so be\lepn Sioh alle rellgtoeaen Ged•mken 4er Beld.ea 
aut dem Geblet daa· paaeuea. Sle veratehen UDtsr Religion 
die menaobl1ohe Bemuehu11&, aloh dl&roh etgema 1'u.D oder e:Lld.• 
ge t,erke (Gottea41enate,. Opfer; mo.ral1aoh8 Beatrabw:agen, 
Aakaae uaw.) clle Gotthelt gnaedlg Zl1 atl1VD8u, 4aa lat, ale 
veratehen UDter Rel1s1o.n e·lne Rellglon ua geaeizea.• 
Frano1a P1e»er, Chr1atl10he Peem-t11s. vol. 1,. »• ? • 

".Die SObrltt NS.at out 41e•n •naohl1ohe11 Vrapramg cler 
neieeatal~1geu Geaetzeanlig1on aebr mohdN&oklloh bin. 
Was 41e Sohr1tt hleraaeber aag'l1 atelle11 wlr .Iller noabmala 
1n etwaa wei'terer .Auafuebrlmg un'8r 4en tolgellden 41'81 Puak­
ten zuaammen: Eratl1ah haben clle X.naaheu auoh moh cl• 
hll nooh elne Kenamla vom, goetlllohen Geaetz. S1e •1•• 
aen um Gottea GeNoht1gte1t1 .l!l •1r1QW tou tbeou •Rt­
gnoptea • Daa voa goellliahen 7Jeaaz geforderli kiik a eht, 
auah 119DD c11e daa 1n cler Sobritt seottenbarte oeaeiz m.oht 
haben, la 1bren Baneu geaohrlel»8D1 ™If __ eohcm'tea 
baauto-■ !lP!IR!I ~•99•k- !,~ £au pomg~ · . D. !la .. _i----a.llililll .. •9 oop. bun r.n i&i'n ale 
ein ~ aaea wlaaen aegenrebeftN,'tun&ell dea goe► 
tliahan Cesetzea. Sle wiaaea Claaz, ale aolohes tun•• -
meQUoh die vorher genamiwn helclDlaOhen SUenclen -, ""-'• 
~odes aohulcUs a1n4 ••• Daber me1•n ale cb':Lllena cluroh 
mora11aohe .i:leatabunge1,1 uncl duroh vu 11mea er4aahte Oot• 
teadlenato Ullcl Opter Go'ttvenoelmeD zu aollen UDc1 zu koen­
D9Dt aelbat wnn al~ aat clan .Al:lar aoh1"81ben aueaaen: 
1 .Dem. WlbelcaDDteD Gott.a .DIA•• P• 20. 
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It ls, theNtore, our ocmoJ.ualan 'tllat om O&D n.lae 

no obJoot1on .from the noma'tln v1npo1Dt io tbe tol"II. •:re­

llgloua exper~enoa." Aa ~II& aa the oonaotatlcm ot·p111'8 

natural.1aa, h1stor1am, anel humanl• la not aooep'ted •1th 

the ~rm, it 1s as aooeptabla aa &DJ other •rm, a1z.oe "the 

present· d.061113tioal te1'1D1nology does not ban a term whioh 

means what the ao~iolosista ban to vol"k uith. 

T"ne Ohrlstlaa dogGlfltiolan can otter little help to the 

aoo1ologlat tor bls phenomanol.oSY, espeolall7 1n aapeot to 

wbat lle (the d.ogmat1olan) terms the "umegenara'te." :rrom hia 

normative v1ewpo1nt he oan point ou.t oerta1n general oh&No• 
. 

ter1at1os ot 1 t: that 1 t la aeU-oantered, ~aaad. on work-

rlghteouanesa, and 1a thereton aoaollltely 1Doe.pable of N­

oono111ns man to God; ooaaequentl3' lb.ere la ln the entS,N . 

sphere or ~tur,il rellslo~ no hope of 11re am aalvaticm.18 

Be oaa al~o polnt to DWIIBN"' reteNDoea ln the SCP1"1p­

tUN, part1oularl.7 in the Old Testament• where the, payolla­

logy ot the can uithout Goel 1a very aoutel.y deaorlbed. 

But by and large the Sor1ptum makes no partio~r at­

tempt to c18sor11ie or ana~ze or present 1n eyatematlo taa• 

blon the !mer teellngs and resultant aot1T1 tie■ ot "the · 

UDreganerate. By the anme token, the -no1"11B't1vu aaholar 

cannot oondemn the 4eaoript1ve aoholai,, who by Pll1'91:J 

human mthocls ot pa;voholoSY and aoo1olog trlea to daaoribe 

10. l'1apar, ;ft lliisfil. 11 1111• 1-fill. Jabil 'l:beodllft 
Liueller, Ohrlat n , oa. PP• l~; aa. all••· tll8 
whole llteratuN ot a an apologetlaa. 
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the mntal. -(or aplri'tual) ·phe110111111111 -ot men. 

'ihe nozimatlw acbolai- aau ontlolze '&ha cleaor1pt1Ye 

aohol.ar on the l.attei-•a g1'0Wld 01111' 11' Iha lattei-•a d8■-

oi-1ptlon is taul~J oi- ,1m4~quate beaauae some taotor, wh10II 

the normative soholar lmosa 1a left out of ooulcle1'BtlOD bJ' 

the cleaoi-lptive. fh1a aan take plaoe at tJo polnta: (1) 

the soo1olog1at doea aot aaJmouledga 'the mtural Jmo•ledge 

ot 'the law_·in h1a ana11a1a, aD4 (8) the aoo1ologlat llaea 

not aclmcmletdge 'the at&penatural nature ot oone111lo11 anc1 

the aupermtural etlemcmt 1n the aanoUtled Ute. , In theae 

po1Dts. the cloaonption ot tile aoo1ologtat1 by the ver.,­

mturc ot b1s controlllJJg cllao1pl1ue, la UD.8qu1vooal~ 

inadequate, 11100mplete, awl, thererOJ.'8. n-ong. 

In other points, where indlvld.ual aoo1oloS1ata ei-r. · 

1 t 1s because ot personal 1mptmsa oi- p:reJucllae • ancl the1~ 

errors aN aoolclental to the mtuw ot the1i- atu41•• 

I • 

, . ' 
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. II. !the l.i'lel.d or the Soololoa of Jllligion 

llowever, eveo 1n tul.l. ooDaideaUon or lheae or1t1o181111 

ot the clesor1pt1ve aooiologloal •PP!H•h to the question of 
111'"811g1ous experieuae," 1t would 'be uaeleas 'to maln.talD 

that beoauae ot tbla adm1tted,l.1' tunllamental ahortaomlug tile 

entire bulk ot the work and tinclinga ot 'the aoo1oloSJ,ata 

of religion would be 1noonsequent1al au invalid. 

:tt is there tore iieae·asa~ to cUaooyer Ju.at · what o.e 
proponents o.r a aoo1olou or Nllglou oona14er the oore ot 

t he1r sturly and tJ1e &16D1t1oanoe- ot tb.e1r oo&t"r1but1on to 

tho tll&ory or aoo1ology ancl "to ml1g10D. 

il!ost aoololoaJ.st.a of' rel1g10Jl would aoae_pt the tbl'ee­
.told cl1 vision or the man1·rea'ta t1ona or •~Naa1oas or re­

ligious ezverienoe proposed. by flaab.: (1) a theo:retlaal 

expNss1on (d.ootr1ne); (2) .a pmotioal e:x_press1oa (oultua); 

(3) a aoo1olog1cal expresa1on (ooawont,t)D, oolleot1ve ~ -l1S1011) •1 

Obv1oualy "these are not -olear-aut oa'tegorloal 41,r1a10118 1 but 

are extNmel,7 1ntertw1De4. It 1a impossible to think ot a 

Nl1gion ·ot aorshlp "Without 4ootr1m or a Nllg1on ot doo-

triue without 11orahlp. Llkewlae a N11&1on •ltbout aOliB N• 

lat1onah1p to the aoo1et7 1D whloh it t1Dda 1taelt and even 

,;;i thout aaaoo1at1on ot tiJa 11kamln~4 hamtriea nl1g1oa1 1• 

unthinkable. It la the laat ot 'lheae rtelda ot religious 
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1Dqul17 ah1oh beoomea th~ apaol~l o-~eot qt a,wv tqr Ille 

aoolol~ ot relig1on. .Du.I 11 ttle .mtleot1on la •~•••:l'I' 
to aee that both theory a n4 praot1oa (d.oovlml ucl aiil:tu.a) 

oan and do lr.tluenoe the ver., tol'III. wh1~h tbe re11g1011a ae• 

aoo1at1on ~111 take. 

There are, .ot oourse, nat Utterenooa in ta oonoe»I 

or doctrine. frhile moat orthodox oJwzrobmen would 911.PJaaalze 
. . 

dooti-1ne as normative and ae 111&1"'81f a a;vatemat1~t1on ot ihe 

revelation, many others, and with tbBm. the aoolologla'lia, aee 

lt as an expression or talth or· be11et throuah the medlwa ot 

words and logloal presentaUon, or pe~llapa oDJ.y, or1gir.all;v., 

l o v.1aual symbols. 

From. tb.e norma:tlve avproaoh ot the clir1at1an rel.10,u 

the quea'tioa beoomes or1t1oal 1D reapeot to the renlatlOD 

1tse1.r. :tor to tlie .GJD1.at1an :the Sorlp'ture;a are eaaentlall)' 

and in all parts a cl1reQt :revelatlo11 ln the T81'7. thOUSlll 

OODOepta, 891188 ancl word.a, all belq l1'8Nll1" 1aap1N4. 

Thia, ot oourae, cloes not .ueoeaaar1J.y p:reolude 1 'Ca be1DS 

the expression or tho talth all4 thousbt ot the •dlen.8 

ID the auooeecllag apologe:lio ancl dldaotlo wo-. ( Iba 
. 

ohuroh fathers, n:tomara, eto.) tbeN la roam tor aaeiJ:lg 

the rormuJ.a,tlona not on11" aa the reataiemeni ot Bible 4oo• 

tr1Jle but as ·verbal e1'1)resa1ou pr 'Ille "reUgloua axperie11oe11 

or the n-1tars. Tbla la perhapa more ,i>mno11Doecl 1D the 

2.. or. the whole 11 'tamta.ra OD' veitbal 1uplrat1on, ea­
peoiall.J alao or Lutherall wl'l'ten al.Dae 19111. Aleo aaa paa­
aagea like .Aot.a iYI 20 ancl 11 Co1'1ntblana iv: l&. 



clevot1oml und aemoDlo (horlato17) Utemtl&N. 

• ~ d.onlopmsnt (1n d1aUnotlon to the Nvelat1on) or 
4ootr1ne oan be seen 1~ tile D11t11nl 1'8l1g10IUI. Hire there 

la 4evelopmnt tram GOli1J)&N't1vely urelate4 ~. lo ~th­

oyoles, 'to a more or leas 1ntagl'Ote4 bodJ ot no1"111Bt1n doo­

trlne. lleN, eapaolall.7, as ue aball dlaouaa later, oaz1 be 

seen the 81'8&t 1ntluenoe ot aooiologloal taotora upon ''the 

tom and oontent ot the dootrille. 

I~aturallJ, moa·t soa1ologlata do not here aka Iba Tl tal 

d1st1notlon between the mtural clootrlm or tile uon-Ohrlat1u 

rel1c1ons and the supernatural cmamoter ot the Chr1at1an 

qornua dootripae, a cl1at1not1on wbloll, to tba deaor1pt1Te 

sollolar, aeema pNaumptuoua. 

Wbat ls moat OODllllODly thouSht ot aa azpreaa1on or . 
"rolig10WI azper1anoe" 1a Iha pl'Botiaal ezpi,aaaion or ou.ltua. · · 

"ID a wider aenaa, all aot1ona llbloll tlo• troai and are 4e• 

terw.ned by al-1g1oua expenanoe are 'to be resarcled as pmo­

tloal. expreaa1,0D or oultua. ID 8 DUTOWr aenae, llO•nr. 

we oall oultua the aot or aota or tile asme, 9llgloaua: wm­

sb1p. "5 Tbla pJJaae ot allglon OflllDOt be OTe·1'8~alza_4; 1n 

moat rellslona 1t pJ.a7a alllloat tb.e prlmary role• and. 1a ot-

ien Iba 1Ddez ot the v1taUty or tile ~11s1on. IIBDY :re­

Uglons oan be bea't stu41e4 rram thla aapeoi. 

ID 1ta primary aub3eot: matter, the \bll'il area ot 'tJle 

manitestaUona ot al1g1oua azperlenoe, the aoololog ot 



aa 

ral.1g1on 1a oonoerDecl wltb lb.a val'1oua asaoo1at1o.oa, pr1ma17 

and soooDdury, whloh an either dlreot~ oauae4 by• or 1D­

f'luenoed by·, "religious axper1enoe." II.any wrl ten, 1nolu41ng 

moat or t he olaas1aal aoo101oe1ats, Java SOiie oomplei&J.y -

overboard in 14Gnt1fJ1ng tbia man1teatat1o.n m.th Ille ea• -

son.ce .ot rells1on or rellgloue ez.peneme. .DUldmlm, aa w 

shall see later, saw 1n soolety both tho orie;ln anl Iha o► 

jeot or worahlp. l~oMl&rraJ' ola1ma that "in all our Nlat1o.u 

w1 t h one another we an 1n tbe f'1eld or ral1g1on,." tbat rel1&1011 

la "the· oonaa1ous real1zat1on or wtual lnterdependenoe."" 

.ilut the mom oaretul aoo1ologlat ■111 be aua to. note 

that human aaaoo1at1on or 11oammun10D" la ulttmatel.1 a 4er1• 

vat1ve aapeot or 1'0l1g1oua ezpenenae, ancl not tJJe oore. 

· ooh: "~ls reallza tlon ot mtual illi&l'ClapeDCJ.enoa 1a 'tbe 

aooiologloal oonsequenOf:i of the baalo Nllsloua uperienoe . 

or depeDdenoe upon the h~~; 1t la aeaoncla:171 important aa 

1t 1a.nD Hoolver: "Rel1g1on illvolvea general~ two-rol4 

oommuuton, that or man with a uon•b11man ponr and. a clerl-. 

vat1ve oamaunton or am w1t!l raaa.n& 

Granting thia 11m.1iat1rm. it la bard w overemplaaalze 

tho im.porianoe or tho aoolal aa»9ot of' :rel1glon. !'m moat 

obvioua 1mpraas1on, the one first gaiAecl upon:obaenatlon 

o.r p:raotiaalli' evez,y Nllgion la lbat there· la a■aoo:LaUOA, 

srau.»1DS, OOIIIIIOD 'Donhlp 01' 081'8mo~- 'With al.moat •~17 


