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"l One of the mesults then of Justifying falth 1z the

ceNse .
Christlan ethical 1life, The ilnner welationship beitween these
two areas is even more cogently atated. ILest ths Lutherans
be accused of bsing antinomian, they declars that we are
justifled by faith without love. Justification is newver
conditionsd by human works or merits. Bubt love 18 always
the frult of Justilying faith. We are "accounted righteous
for Christl's sake before we love and do thse works of the
law, although Love necessarlily follows.“2 There are no
Pruly ethical works under the firast table of the law before
the individual is converted, "God thsrsfore is noi loved
unt il we apprehend merey by falth, Not until then does He
become a Lovable object.W3 The Lutheran educabtor may go so
far as to declare that the ethics of his phllosophy are the
only genuine ethles, They are tnus for Two reasons, One,
only Christ and the Holy Ghost bteash how the law can be
observed., Two, only Christ and the Holy Ghost can bteach

works that can please God.
Civil Righlteousnass

In order to understand the viewpoint of the Confessiona

lapology of the Augsburg Confession, IV (II), L5, Tri-

lot Concordia (3t. Louls, Mo.: Concordia Publishing House,
921), pe L33. Hereafter Triglot will be abbreviated Irlg.
and the Apology abbreviation w be Ap., The Roman numerals

refer to the arbticles and the Arabic numerals to the text
divisions according to those employed in the Triglot.

2pp, IV (II), 11k, Trig., p. 155,
3ap, 11T, 8, Trig., p. 157. Thorough Declaration of
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in the fleld of ethles 1t ls ussful to review what they have
to sy concerning natural ethles, or ths ethles of unre=
generate man, In hls Large Catechism Luther declares that
the moral law 1s writben in the heart of man, "Moreover,
apvart from thls, the Uten commandments are written in the
hearts of all mﬁn."g Here Luther ls contrasting the tan
commandmenbs with ths Apcostles' Urssd, which no human wisdom
can comprshend. The reason thabt natural ethics or eivil
righteousnsss ls at all possible is thaet man has a fres will
in a limited way. The Thorough Declaration says: "For in
other respects, as regards natural, external things which
are cubjeect to reason, man s8tlll has to a certain degree
understanding, power, and ability."s The Nuthorans do not
repudiate the righteousness of reason, operative in mundane
matters, In faet, they declare that God requires it., Civil
diseipline has the effect of restralning gross sinners.é
And yet the final verdict on works of natural righteousnsas
ig that they are sin. The Thorough Declaration affirmss
"Ths natural free will according to its perverted disposition

and nature is strong and active only with respect to wihat

the Pormula of Concord, II, 7, Irig., Pe. 911l. Hereafter the
Thorough Declaration will be abbreviated TD.

hLarga Catechism of Dr. Martin Luther, The Creed, III,
67, Trig., p. 997, Hereafter the Large Catechism will be
abbreviated LC.

5TD: I, 35 Irig., p. 863.

6ap, IV (II), 22-3, Trig., . 127,
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is displeasing and contrary to God.™!  wWhile the Apology at
one place praises civil righteousnesas, on tho other hand it
declares: "If the carnal mind is enmity against God, the
Llesh sinsg, even when we do external eivll wor’x{s."a The
ééason for this 1s that "the human heart without the Holy
Ghost elther in security desplizes God's judgment, or in
punishment flees {rom, and hates, God when Is juiges.“g Hen
truly sin, even when, without ths Holy Chost, they do vire
tuous works, bocauss they do them with a wicked heart, The
final appeal 1ls to the verdict of Secrvipture: "hatsoever
is not of faith is sin,"

Tho Confessions also delimlt the area of good works,
atbacking the superstitious elements in the plety of the
medieval church, which Lt labels as "childish and needless
works, as parbticular holye-days, partlcular fasts, brother=
hoods, pilgrimages, services in honor of saints, the use of

: 10
rosaries, monasticism, and such like,"

Artiels XXVI, 'Of
the Augsburg Confaessicn,'emphasizes the Gospel freedom from
human btraditions. These traditions have obscured the
doctrine of grace and the righteousness of falith and ths

doctrine of the divine law., They have unnecessarily

7TD' II’ 7' _T_uip P. 8830
8ap, IV (I1), 3L, Trig., o. 129.
ap, IV (II), 35, Trig., pp. 12931,

1OAugsburg Confession, XX, 3, Trig., p. 53. Hereafter
the Augsburg Confession will be abbreviated AC.



