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CHAPTER V 

Soteriology and Ethics 

~file next area ln-co ·w'hich we ·aish ·t;o pened;ra te in th.e 

effor t; to presen t; -th e contl"'i but:i.on of t;i1e Co:nfessions to a 

Lutheran philosophy of educati on i s 'i;he problem of ethics. 

Thiz a.rel-lg of course, sho·1.ld. bo the most familiar to all 

those engaged 12'1 the work of Lutheran education ln gene1"8.l, 

includi ng pa stol"'S, pB.rochial school teachars11 Sunday School 

teach1:H'311 @.nd a.ll ·t;hosi;: in'\.rolved in t.he l evols of secondary 

and h igher ec!:u.caV1.on i n ths chtu•ch. We \7111 attempt to point 

to u.nlque i'@a.tures 1.n t;he f'i el-:1 of eth :tos as presented in the 

Lutheran Conf'essional heri-tase and to a::-:eas which perhaps 

need con'Gem.porary emphasis. 'I1hose only superficially ac9,ua.:tn

ted wUih Lutheranism acouae 1 t:; of quietism in the field of 

ethics. If this aocusat.ion is true of Lutmran!sm 1n whole 

or in part &.s it; :b.as penetrated into the modern world, this 

certainly :ts not an emphasis .found 1n the Lutheran Confe·~

sions. Perhaps the prinary emphasis 1s naturally on the 

soteriologioal, but a very close second and the only' seoond 

is the emphasis on the ethical. The Confessions; in tact. 

rela:ta· the ethical life to the un1f ying principle 1n a 

philosophy of Lutheran eduoat!an. Melancb.thon in the 

Apology declares that justifying ta1th "mort1t1es oonoupis• 
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con.oe. 111 One of the reeults then of juatify1ng faith. ls the 

Ohrist;ian ethical life. The inner relationship between these 

two areas is e ·ven more cogently stated. Last th.s L uthe1"B.ns 

be accused of ba1ng antinomian, they declara that Y1e are 

justified by fai ·ch without love. Justification is ne;rer 

condi ·tions d by human works or raeri ts o But love is always 

·the i'ruit of jus ,Gii'ying faith . we ar-a 11aocou.nt;ed righteous 

i'ol"' Ohriat' s sake bef'ore we love and do t.rie works of t..'1.e 
2 la.w, although love neoassa.rily follows." Tb.era a.re no 

t1•uly e-t;hioal works 11nder the first table of the law before 

t h0 indi vidua.l is aonverted. 11God tterefor-a :ts not; loved 

unttl we appr•ehand meroy by faith. Not un·til then does He 
'.) 

beaome a lovabla object;." ..J The Lutheran educator may go so 

far as to deolare that the ethics of his philosophy are the 

only genuine ethics. They a.re thus for two reasons. One, 

only Christ; and the Holy Ghost tea.oh how the law can be 

observed. Two, only Christ and the Holy Ghost can teach 

\"torks that oan please Gad. 

01 vil Righ·teousnass 

In order to understand the viewpoint of the Confessiona 

lApolos1 or the Augsburg -Oonteas1on, IV (II), 45, Tri• 
~ conQord1a (st. Louis, Mo.a Ooncord1a Publishing House, 
1921), P• 133." · Hereai'ter Triglot will be abbreviated Trig. 
and the Apol.ogJ abbreviation w!ii 'be Ap. The Roman numerals 
i-ef$r to the articles and the Ara'b1o numerals to the text 
divisions acoord1ng to those •mployed in the Triglot. 

2Ap, IV (II), 1l4, Trig., P• 155• 
3Ap, III, 8, Trlg., P• 157. Thorough Declaration ot 



1n the field of eth1 cs 1t i s us9ful to r e v i ew waa. t they 'have 

to say conco:r•ning ua tural e thi cs., or tr.o ethics of unre

gone r a te man . In his Large Cate dhlsm Luthe r decla:res ·;;ha t 

t:1e mor•al l aw is \,lf.i'.' i tten i n tho br'Jart of rn.an. 11 Mo1•eovar , 

a part from this 11 the ten cor.tin.ndme n'.:;s ar o v,ri t ten i n ·the 

haa rt;., of al l Ji1'S n . n4- Hero I.uthe l"' ls co.c!'i;rc.. s ting ths t ~n 

con1.'l'tla11.dment s n i t h the Aµ ostles • Cr~rnd, whi ch no h'WJ1an 1r,isdom 

can comprehond.. The 2:>eason ij J:1a t na t ural ethics or e 1vi l 

righteous ness l ~ at e.11 possibl e is t;ha. t ma n has a f'r e e will 

in a limited vmy o The Thorough De clara t i on says: "For in 

o t her respe cts , e.s I'SJnrds natural, e xternal thi ngs whic..."l 

a re cl:bjo ct to reason, man s ti 11 has t o a c e 1..,t a. i n degree 

unders'ca nding, power , e.nd abilit y . " 5 'i'h e :r..utb.orans do not 

r e pudiate t he ri ghteousness of.' reason, operati ve i n mundano 

ma t t ers . I n re.ct, they declare that God requires i t. C1v1l 

di scipl i ne has the effect of rc st;reining g ross sinners. 6 

!1nd yet the final vor dic t on works of natural righteousness 

i s that th.ey are sin. 'I'h.e Thorough Declaration af'tirms : 

11 The natural free will according to its p (;) rvert&d disposition 

and natu1"'e 1s s t rong and active onl;r vith respect to wilat 

t ha Formula of Concord, II, 7, Trig., P• 911. Hereafter the 
Thorough Declaration will be abbreviated 'I'D. 

4r.arge Catechism of Dr. Martin Luther, The Creed, 
67, Tvfg., P• · 697. Hereafter the Large Catechism will 
abbre ated LO. 

STD, I, 3, Trig., p. 863. 

6Ap, IV (II), 22-~ Trlg., P• 127. 

III, 
be 
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is dis:;., 13 a.sine and contrary to God. " 7 V\'h1le the .Apolo By at 

on.e place praises civil rlghteousne so, on tho otr.er hand 1 t 

deolaros : nrf th0 carnal .r1ind is e nm:lt;y against God~ tho 
8 

i'leah -- .insi> oven when. we do external ci v11 wo r ~..s . u 'i'he 

r·e~1.so:;,1 .i'oi,, this J.s ti.la ·t; "tbs hu1a_i.1i.n J::eart wLthout the Holy 

j udge s • v, 
9 

!!en 

'i:,ruly s i n , even when, v,i. thout the Eol ;y- Ghos t., the y do vir• 

t t ous works, bt.icause th..ey do them ,·dt.h a wlcked heart. The 

i'inal a ppeal i s t o the verdict of Sc1.,i;:d;u.re -: tt,~.rh9. t soevor 

i s not of fa1 th is sln. 11 

Th.a Confesoions a l s o del im1·c the area. of good works, 

at't;e.c:d!'lB t he si..rpersti tious clements in the pie ty of tb.e 

medieval church, v1hich it label s as " ch1. l d1sh and. needless 

r:orks 11 :;;.s par ticu l a r holy-days, partlcnlar fasts~ brother• 

hoods , Jil grimaga3, services i n honor of saint s, the uae of 

:rosaries, monasticism, an.d suoh like. rrlO Article XXVIfl !'Of 

·cha .Augsburg Confession;'ompha.sizes the Gospel freedom from 

human ·cra ditions. These trad:t tions have obscured the 

doctrine of graoe and the righteousness of faith and thG 

doctrine of the divine law. 1"hey have unnaoessar!ly 

7Tn, II, 7, Trig., P• 883. 
8Ap, IV (II), 34, Trig., p. 129. 
9Ap, IV (II), 35, Trig •• PP• 129•31. 

lOAugsburg Oonf'ession, XX, 3, Trig., p. 53. Hereafter 
the Augsburg Confession will be abbre·viated AC. 


