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All winter long Evers had kept up the savage Border raids
and personal feuds had taken thelr toll of women and children
so that the Scots were thirsting for revenge.. Not having the
forces of Evers, they declded to use deceit. Shortly after
the middle of February, 1545, a party of Scots pretending to
be friendly to the English cause came to Berwick with the in-
formation that Angus, the regent, was lying with a small
force at Melrose and might be surprised. Evers believed them
and with four to five thousand mesn started on February 25 to
catch aim, He dldn't, but his men desecrated the Douglas
tombs instead. Then, since it was all pre-arranged the re-
gent retired es Evers advanced. This was kept up for a day
and a night until or the morning of February 27 the English
begen to return to England Across Ancrum Muir, Here the Scots
caught and surrounded the tired English soldiers. When the
f'irst body of Scots appeared the English attacked, but this
vas only the signal for a general attack by the Scots who
killed more than hundred nobles and took more than a thousand
vrisoners and forced them to pay ransom.

According to Froude, however, this was "almost the last
success which the Scots gained." The English came back with
an army of thirty thousand whose devastatlons wiped out all
reslstance.

From July, 1545, to September of the same year the French
end English fought & war which ended in the defeat of France,
not so much by English arms as by weather &nd disease.
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Somehow the plague started among the French soldiers and
sallors during the month they were on the sea and men died
by the thousands. Finally the French were forced to return
hone.

To secure Scottish support and worry England, France had
sent the Comte de Montgomery into Scotland around July, 1545.
From July to September he had accomplished very little. But
in September Heriford went into Scotland when the harvest was
ripe and under the eyes of MNontgomery and the regent carried
on a vicious program of destruction in revenge for Ancrum
Muir. The report which he made for September 8-23, 1545,
lists the following damage: seven monasteries and friars!
houses; sixteen castles, towers, and piles; five market-towns;
twvo hundred forty-three villages; thirteen mills; three
hospitals.uu

Froude remarks about this report:

Barbarous and useless havoc! for the spirits of the

proud Scots were tough and hard as steel. English

concilistion had failed to bend them; and English

ferocity could as little break their ineffectual but

indomitable gallantry. Only God Almighty and the

common cause of the Reformation could fuse at last

the jerring elements, and undo the hatred which had

been bred by human folly.45

In France the English still held Boulogne in the late
summer of 1545. By the end of September, 1545, the French

were forced to lift the slege of the city because the plague

44, Froude, op. cit., IV., p. 368.
45- Frouda, _O_Eo ﬁu, Iv', Pe “020
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perhaps brought by the returning French soldiers attacked
them and killed them by the thousands. When later Hertforad
came over from England with an additional 30,000 men Boulogne
wvae teken and the final treaty of psace between France and
Englend was concluded on June T, 1546,

The war had chiefly started with England's honor at stake.
France was heavily in debt to England but refused to pay. Now
that England had won, France offered to pay the various indem-
ntilies. 8Scotland had also been one of the causes of the war.
Henry had sought originally with Charles' help to keep Francis
so occupled he could not meddle in Scotland. Finally, how-
ever, the difficulty was brought to an end with the death
of Beton.

Beton had become the supreme power in Scotland but he
wanted people to know it too. This was evidenced one day
by an indecorous dispute between him and the Archbishop of
Glasgow on the matter of precedence when going to mass in
the cathedral. The affair hurt his cause and for this rea-
son was soon settled. The occasion used was the execution of
George Wishart on March 28, 1546,at St. Andrew's. Wishart
was the most powerful Protestant preacher in Scotland at
that time.

In December-January 1546, Knox had accompanied Wishart
on his preaching tours. To ward off possible attacks Knox
served as Wishart's bodyguard and carried a hugh two-handed
sword. But finally Wishart was captured by the Earl of
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Bothwell upon orders from the Cardinal. Upon his capture,
w1shart‘urged Knox to escape and Xnox did so. Wishart was
imprisoned rfirst at Edinburg, then in the Sea Tower at St.
Andrew's in January , 1546, and finally he was executed on
March 1, 1546. According to Knox he was.“'put upon a gibbet
and hanged, and then burnt to pmﬂiez-"'u6 in the presence of
the archbishop and the cardinal.

Beton felt the resentment among the Scots at this act
and so he began fortifying "the episcopal palace at St. An-
drew's into an impregnable fortress,"*7

But though he had & hundred workmen working from sunrise
to sunset throughout the Spring, Beton was murdered on May 29
by a revenging group of young Protestants. They had appeared
at the palace gates early in the morning as a small group of
curious citizens. Striking down the guard, they got the keys
and made thelr way to the cardinal's room where they stabbed
him to death. Then they hung him over the wall by one foot
and one arm and "bade the people see there their god." 48

The crowd who saw the corpse sald no requiem aeternam or

requiescat in pace. Because the weather was hot and he could

not be suddenly prepared for burial Knox says, "'it was thought
best to bestow enough of a great salt upon him, a coffin of

46. "Knox: Calderwood," quoted by Froude, op. cit., IV,
P. 433n.

4,0 FPOUG.B, «a elt.; IV P 431"

48. Iwndsay’% Wharton: State Pa rs, V, p. 560: Buchanan;
Calderwood: Knox." quoted by Froude, , P. 437.
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lead, and a corner in the bottom of the Sea Tower, to awalt
what exequies his brethren the bishops would bestow upon
him. 1" 49 -

Thus Beton died and with him the cause of the papacy in
Scotland. Although Mary of Gulse continued to lean towards
France the real strength of Romanlsm was gone in Scotland.
Those who claimed to be friends of the church now helped to
plunder the Church.

In contrast to Beton's death, Wishart's death had stimu-
lated the Protestant party. Under Wishart, the Scottish Pro-
testants had assumed the character of a definite political
party with a definite political program.so After his death
the future of the Scottish Reformation was intimately connect-
ed with the politicel fortunes of the land,>t

Beton's death, though it was the death blow to the cause
of papacy in Scotland did not dissolve the National Party.
Queen Dowager, Marie of Guise, took up the fight and for the
next twelve years continued the struggle.

To return to. the band of Protestants in St. Andrew's.
Ever since May 29, 1546,vhen they had ontered the castle and
assasinated Beton they had held the fortress. Not until July,
1546, were the defenders of St. Andrew's formally called upon
to surrender, but they refused. Three hundred pounds a month
were then voted to the Regent to lay siege to the castle.

Lg. Quoted by Froude o 6its, IV, De %37,
50, Smith, op. odt., Pe 357s
51. Qualben, op. cit., p. 313.
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In August Arran tried to take it but failed. The defenders
had constructed a covered passage to the sea from where they
could get supplies from English ships. In January the siege
was lifted to allow time for the defenders to secure a papal
absolution. During the meantime no life was to be taken and
Arran's eldest son was to be held as hostage.

In January, 1547, Henry Balnavis, one uf the defenders came
to London seeking help for the pro-English defenders. He suc-
ceeded. Henry VIII got his Privy Council to vote 1189 L. 17s
ed. to be paid to:

« « «Sir Henry Balnavis for the affairs of Scotland,

that 1s to say, for the wages of eighty men within the

Castle of 3t. Andrew's at 6 d. by the day for six months,

the sum of 336 L. sterling. For the wages of forty

horse at 8 d. the day, appointed to keep abroad for

the more surety of the said castle, for six months,

224 L. For the amity of the Master of Rothes, for

one half year ending at Michaelmas last past, 125 L.

For the like to the laird of Grance, 100 L. For the

like to David Moneypenny, 50 L. For the like to

Mr. Henry Balnavis, of Halhill, 62 L. 10s. For the

like to John Leslie of Parkhill, 82 L. 10s. James

Ieslie, of Abdour, 50 L. W. Kirkcaldy, son to the

Laird of Grange, 50 L., which sums make on tgg whole

1060 L; and on the exchange 1189 L. 17s 3d.

In return for this the defenders promised to help in the
execution of the marriage treaty. Nowhere, however, did they
compromise the free sovereignty of Scotland.

Now it becameevident that Henry's days were numbered.
February 27, 1547, Henry spent talking to Lord Hertford and

Sir William Paget on the condition of the country. He urged

52, "Privy Council Records, Feb. 6, MS. Edward VI," quoted
by Froude, op. eit., V. pp. 4l1-42.




b

them to carry out "the Scottish marriage to the union of the
crowns, and by separate and earnest messages he commended
Edward to the care both of Charles V and of Francis I." 23
Also on January 27 Henry had a message drawn up which asked
that Edward be created Prince of Wales and crowned.

Then on January 28 between one and two o'clock in the
morning Henry VIII passed to his fathers.5* He had asked for
Crammer who was unable to arrive until the king though con- l
sclous was speechless. Froude glves the final scene: "Cranmer,
'speaking comfortably to him, desired him to give him some
token that he put his trust in God through Jesus Christ;
therewith the king wrung hard the archbishop's hand,!:and
expired."9> :

Conclusions

At this point the reader may wonder wvhere are all the
religious connections between England and Scotland during
the reign of Henry VIII. The truth is that strictly religious
connections, separate and distinct from politics, do not
exist.

It 1s plain, however, that already under Henry the union
of religion and politics into one force was gradually taking

3. Froude, op. cit., V, p. 16.

- gh. There éeigb To be some uncertainty as to the exact
time of Henry's death. In volume IV p. 278 Froude sets the
time at 1 a.m. while in volume V it is reported as 2 a.m.
Therefore we have said between 1 andna a.mn.

Esé "Strype's Crammer, I, pp. 199" quoted by Froude, IV,
po 70
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place. 8Slowly but surely the pro-English party was coming to
be synonymous with the Protestant party. Certainly it is a
fact that as Henry's ald to the insurgent Scottish Protestants
became known the Protestant pro-English idea was further
established. A clear realization of this develoﬁment, however,
seems to heve come gradually rather than suddenly.

Finally, Henry VIII was interested in one thing above all
others: the pollitlical union of England and Scotland. This
interest shaped all his dealings with the religious parties
in Scotland. This can be seen in his promise to Cardinal
Beton in March, 1543,to indemnify him for any losses incurred
in werking for the settlement of the kingdoms. However, de-
splte the Cardinal's protastations of loyalty to Henry, he
continued to favor the French cause. Therefore, Henry was
forced to ally himself with the Scottish Protestants and
vhere possible advance their cause with diplomacy, money, and
men. In doing so he cut the pattern which was eventually to
lead to union.

It should also be noted that Henry VIII made the House
of Commons the real power in Parliament. As Froude says:

"By the Reformation, and by the power which he forced upon
them, he had so interwoven the House of Commons with the high-
est business of the state, that the peers thenceforward sunk
to be their shadow." 50 This fact became particularly signi-

ficant once the House of Commons had become predominantly

56. Froude, op. eit., IV, p. 491.
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Protestant. The Protestant House of Commons, particularly
under Elizsbeth, was eager to and did support the Protestant
rarty in Scotland.




