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Just to get rid of any foreigners from their land.
Abimelech told Tsase to leave. Philistia was the 1deal
spot 1n Palestine for farmers, and the Philistines wanted
to keep 1t as their 0wn.46

A few other observations may be made regarding the life
of the Philistines. From the free mingling of men and women
at the temple of Gaza when Ssmson was killed, it may be con- -
cluded that relationship between the sexes wes quite different
from the relationships among the Semitlc peoples. It also
might be noted in passing that the Philistines dealt in slave
trade, because Amos curses Gaza for such traffioking.47 But
these are merely extraneous observations ﬁhaﬁ-bannot be
further developed with the little pertinent 1nroﬁﬁation of
todag; i
'The Philistines probably aoguired thelr religion £rom
the Canaanites after they gettled in Palestine. They wor-
éhipped gods oalled Baalzebub, Dagon, Ashtarot#; Baalzebub
was the oracle at Ekro#;4sﬁa is mentioned only once in the
‘014 Testament and in no other place in Jewish writ‘ins'sg A e
the New Testament he is referred to as the "Prince of Devila".

Beoause he 1=hmentioned aﬁ.this-lateﬂtime; gome think that

< -0
4Dunean, The Accuracy of the 0ld Testament, ppe. 48~0.
7 .
48'08 1:6.
/ {
\IT Kings 1l:2.

4
L/%Ltt. 12:25
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- 50
he was stl11l worshipped as a god in the first century A.D.

Isaiah 2:6 shows that the Philistines were soothsayers, so
it 31s not impossible that the shrine of Baalzebub was the
site of their chief oracle.//fho Israelite king Ahazlah cone
suited the oracle of Baalzebuh,SIand if 1t 1s a true assuription
that Baslzebub was just the chief oracle, there were perhaps
more Israelites who consulted these oracles. When the
Philistines tqok over the town of Ekron, ﬁhey undoubtedly
took over this shrine of Baalzebub./ It has been sald that at
this time he was already known as the "god of the flies“. It
is not known whether this title was one of contempt or not.
It has been stated-that the title was not cdntemptuoua, but
that it was one of due respect by the Phillstines, As proof
for this, it has been argued that the house-flles, sand-flies,
gnats, and mosgquitos kept any inhabitant of that plain from
becoming contemptuous toward a godcof theso pests.' Accordingly
it has been believed that Baalzebub was not known as the fly-
avefter until a later date of his existence. The original
concept probally was that he existed in the form of veggin.
It is also possible that he gaveﬂoraoles by his flles. °

On the other hand,'it has also been suggested that
the name Baalzebub did not have the original meanihg "god of

flies", but that the derivation of the latter half of the

B0
sgarrison, op. cit. p. 103.

II Kings 1:2.
lacalister, The Philistines, p. 92.
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53
word 1s Zabul, meaning prince. This assumption would

lead to a plausible explanation. Baalzebub may have thus
been named as the chlef delty, but making a pun of the
name, the Hebrews changed this to & name of ridicule - "god
of flies",

 Dagon was another Philistine god, presumably the head
of the pantheson. In Gaza, Ashdod, and posaibly at Bethshan
there were temples dedlcated to hils honor.54 Just what the
meaning of Dagon was is uncertain. Some think it was a
name derived from the Hebrew word [A™T, meaning graln.
Since the Philistine Plain was a fertile territory, sultable
for grain-growing, it does seem plausible thgts the Philistine
god would be named for their word for grain. The other {
possible derivation of Dagon's name is the Hebrew word AT, |
meening fish. Connected with this was the bellef that he
was half man md half fishs It 1s saild that his body was
shaped like that of a fish from his waist down, since his
name was similar to AT, but that hls body was 1ike that of

a wman from his walst up because he is said to have broken

56
his hands. To prove further that Dagon was a fish-god,

Marna is claimed as his consort. Marna was a fish-goddess.

= 4
Jack Finegan, Light from the Ancient Past, pe. 147.

;g‘udses 18 I Sam. 5:2. I Sam. 3le

Burrows, What Mean These Stones? p. 228.

I Sam, 5:4
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It was common practlce of that day to worship gods in
pairs.57 There 1s clear evidence of Dagon's presence in
Paleatine before the 12th century B.C., and the name Dagon
appears in Mesopotamla until the ninth century. Undoubtedly
the two are identical, but whether the Philistines brought
amother god with a simlilar name, or whether they just begen
to worship this god that was already in Canaan 1s debatable.
A goddess Ashiaroth 18 also mentioned as one of the
Philistine deities.59 This was a Semitlie goddess from the
Mesopotamian region., She 1s also known as Istar, the "light
makor", At Ashkelon she 1s worshipped under the neme Atar- o
Gatia; a goddess who was half fishj; fish were sacred to here.

4 The Bible tells us several isolated facts about Philistine
religion. Samson was killed in the temple of Dagone. Since
saerifices were offered in this temple at festivals, it is
possible that Samson was to be offered there as & sacrifice.

It was probably an annual festival at which Samson died; we
know that he had been kept in prison long anough for his hair
to grow. If the occaslon had been only %o nake sport of

him, the Philistinos would not have allowed so much time to

pass. These sacrifices at tho temple of Dagon in Gaza were
6

conducted by the "lords'

ggdams, Ancient Rmcords and the Bible, p. 290

5% Sam. 31:10,
3dama, Ancient Records and the Bible, p. 290 f.

(/5ﬁdgea 16:23.
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There were prlests at the temple in Ashdod, yet the
tenmple _must have been open to everyone, since it speaks of
others beside the priests ontering.62 Small images were worn
by the Philistines in battle, and this continued until the
time of the Maccabees.65 News was published in the house of
their 16019,6450 these houses may have been public resorts.
The Philistines believed in the existence and also the
"extra-territorial jurilsdiction" of the Hebrew deity. This was
evidenced in their treatment of the Ark.65 Most of these
assertions about the Philistine religion are nothing more
than deductions. Dr. Macalister himself refers to them as
"him:s".ﬁ6

The only temples in existence in Palestine before the
temple at Jerusalem were the Philistine temples, a ggmple of
Baal-Barith at Shechem, and Eli's temple at Shiloh. .

Although the Philistines had kept their identity in
most spheres of 1ife, it seems that they adopted their

religion entirely from the inhabitants of Canaan.r
v

@2
',.ﬁ Sam, 5:5.

(8O

A I Sam. 5:21, II Macc, 12:40
CZ Sam. 31:9.

65

C . Same 5. 6o
6 s

2 ‘acalister, The Philistines, P. 90 ff.
7
R.A.S. Macalister, A Century of Excavation in Palestine, Pp. 271,
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III. lMigration and Settlement

1
It was in the beginning of the Late Minoan III period

that the inhabltants of the Aegean countries began to migrate
eastward. From the islands and coasts of the Aegean Sea
1ittle nationalities began to scatter throughout the Eastern
Medlterranean countries, Chief among these were the Thekel
and the Peleset, known %o ué as the Philistlne}.,. These two
peoples together with contingents of Danaoi, Sherden, Weshesh,
and Shekelesh, made up the common group called "paoples of the

Sea”. The separate peoples could not be definitely assigned

to any particular place, but they were westerners and could .

not have come from any place farther east than the Aegean Sea/.
This was the beginning of the Philistine migration. The

Knossus excavations in Crete seem to indicate a forced migration

from Knossus at approximately the same time the Philistines

are believed to have emigrated./_/ 1f the Philistines did come

from Crateﬂithere 1s a possibllity that the Bryges or Phrygians

from Thrace, who may have orossed the Hellesvont at this time,

. “Minoan civ 1zabtion was divided into three periods, called |
Early Minoi% I,II,III, Middle Minoan I,II,III, and Late Min?an |
I,IT,III. The early period extended from 3400 to 2100 B.C.; the 3
Middle Period continued until about 1580 B.c.,"and tl'}e Late Period
extended from 1580 to 1¥®B.C. Cf. E.Forsdyke, "Crete" Encyclopedia

SBritarnica, Vol.VI, 14th ed. p.679. ' _

dB‘u‘F. Cook and Adcock,"Philistines", Cambridge Ancient H:lstozg;,

.vol. II. p. 283. :

dams, Ancient Records and the Bible, p. 284. i
Eve s that the Philistines were origina :

Aaiara1 !ﬁng?? i:sﬂaprobably that they migrate to eastern Crete
before this invasion. -
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5
forced them to omigrate.

Driven from their home, the Sea Peoples moved toward the
eastern coasts of the lediterranean,

This appears to have heen a veritable folk-wandering,

coming both by land and sea from the Aegean Isles

and southern coasts of Asia Minor round by Cyprus

and the Gulf of Issus to Phoenicla and Syrla, thence

dowm the cgast, posslbly to the very borders of

Egy’pt. e o

/__,/

" They overran the land of the Hittites, Carchemish,
7
Arvad, Cyprus, Syria, and other places of that reglon. In
Syrlia they went as far as the upper part of the Crontes River
8

and to the kingdom of Amor, On two~wheeled ox-carts the
women end children were transported over the rough Syrilan roads
while the greater part of the supplies were carried by ship.
It was not a military expedition, btut a group of wanderers 5
searching for homes in which to house their displaced families.

The migration of the Sea Peoples moved steadily down the
Syrian coast. Little oppositicn was offered, so that the
more venturesome of the Philistine ships ococaslonally swept
down as fer as the Egyptlan Delta, "stealing into the mouth of
the river on plundering expeditions." These plundering ex-
peditions gave the Philistines common cause with the Libyans,
since the Libyans had been attempting to defeat the Egyptians

for sevsral years already., An alllance was formed between

5

¢Bury, Cook snd Adcock, op3 cite pe 285.
Ibid.

lacalister, The Philistines, P. 22,

dreasted, A History of Egypt, p. 477.
Macalister, op. cit. p. 22f.
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the Libyans and the Sea Peoples, composed chiefly of the
Philistines and the Zakkala seamen, and attack was made on
''the western shores of the rich fertile delta. A land and
sea battle resulted in which the Egyptian Pharaoh Ramses III
emerged as the decided viotor.lo

P

Their ships were destroyed or captured, and their
army beaten back with enormous losses. Over twelve
thousand five hundred were slaln upon the field and
at least a thousand captives were taken., Of the
killed a lagfe proportion were from the ranks of the
Sea-rovers, .
- This was just an advanced initial skirmish of the battle that
was to follow,

The power of the Sea Peoples was becoming more and more
threatening to the Egyptlans as these tribes oame.steadily
down the coast of Syria. Tho war galleys that had alded the
Libyans in the attack on the western Delta were just some
advanced forces. Near the coasts of Syria, the Sea Peoples
had a very large fleet that had not reached the southern
Mediterranean as yet. -On land the vast groups could not be
stopped by the Syriasn city-states. The curious, heavy, two-
wheeled carts were kept rolling down the coasts, while the fleet
along the shores swept off and diminished any power of the fea. :
Cyprus bowed to the might of the invincible fleet. It was
obvious that the Egyptians were the only people powerful enough
to glve battle to these advancing tribes. After Ramses had

defeated the alliance of Libyans and Sea Peoples at the western

10
Ramses III reigned 1198-1167 B.C. Cf. Breasted, op.olb. P.600.
11

Breasted, op. cit. p. 478 ff.
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shores of his delta, he began to arm for full war. A
great conflict was threatening ,and the Egyptians were not
going/yp be caught off guard,

~"The Sea Peoples were on the threshold of the Egyptian
Kingdom. Ramses fortifled his Syrian frontiers, he hurriedly
gathered a fleet, and from his palace balcony he personally
supervised the arming of his infantry. Ready for war, Ramses
himself led his army northward to meet the aggressorm. A major
war was lmminent.

It 1s difficult to say now Jusﬁ where the Egyptian army
and navy met the oncoming tribes. It may have been near the
Egyptian border, in the Serbonlan Marahoa,lzbut Breasted
believes that Ramses met them farther north. The battle could
not have taken place any farther north than Amor, because the
Philistines were known to have advanced at least this far.

Not much information about the battle remains. Pharaoh's
Sherden mercenaries broke through the enemy lines and plundgred
the ox-carts that carried the women end children. Since there
were Sherden among the invading Sea Peoples also, these Egyptian
mercena-ies were fighting their own countrymen. Ramses

managed to get to the scene of his naval battle also. The

naval battle is said by Breasted to have taken place in one

of the Phoenician harbors. The Egyptians massacred hundreds

of the invading tribesmen. Pharaoh's fleet had been manned

12

j Suez Canal
Lake S ust east of the placo where the

no"eia?rbgfgfsmj;yf Cook, and Adcoock, "philistines", Cambridge

_ Anclent History, Vol. II, p. 285.
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by the dreaded Egyptlan archers, and large groups of

archers had also been placed on the shores. Before the Sea
Peoples could get their ships close enough for hand=-to-hand
combat aboard ships, the Egyptianrarchers had almost completely
diminished the ranks of the invading Sea Peoples. Even Ramses
himself took part in the actual combat, drawing his bow against
the enemy. As the Egyptlans advanced closely enough to board,
the enemy shipe ware thrown into confusion.

Capsized and perishing in their places, their

hearts are taken, their souls fly away, and

their weapons are cast out upon the sea. His

arrows pierce whomsoever he will among them, and

he who 1s hit falls into the water. . . They were

dragged, overturned and laid low upon the beachj

slain and made heaps from stern to bow of thelr

galleys, while all thelr things were cast upon

the waters, for a remembrance of Egypt.

The men who escaped the fleet and swam ashor;sworo captured
by the Egyptian archers who lined the banks. Evidently,
the invaders suffered unlimited losses. "'Those who reached
my boundary' says the king, "their seed 1s not;lzhoir heart
and their soul are finished forever and ever.'"

In some scenes the invaders that were taken captive are
ploturea being paraded before the king - counted by the hands
chopped off the bodies. On all the Sea Peoples Ramses then
levied taxes in clothing and grain, Until this time when the

Egyptians massacred the Sea Peoples, they had marched over the

1z ]
(iireasted, A History of Egypt, P 477-81.

3gmpa Henry Breasted, Ancient Records of Egggto Vol. IV. p.201
quoted in Macalister, Ihe stines, Pe .
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northern lands without opposition. Now that the northern
tribes had been left crippled by the invading Sea Peoples,
Remses continued northward after his vistory and enlarged
his borders to include northern Syria and the Hittite country.
After the death of Ramses III in 1167, the power of Egypt
waned qulte rapldly. The succedding Pharaohs were merely
puppets in the hands of the Egyptian priests,and,as a result,
the frontier was completely neglected: Less than a hundred
years late, Egypt bowed to all the northern countrles which
Ramses III had conquered.15

Stopped by Ramses III, the Philistines settled on the
eastern end of the Mediterranean. Breasted says the Thekel

and Peleset-Philistines stopped in Syria, whkere he supposed

15

In 1891 the Golenischeff papyrus was found at El-Khibeh 1in
Upper Egypt. This document relates the Journey of an Egyptian
ambassador sent from Thebes to Northern Syria to buy timber for
a sacred barge. Starting his Jjourney with an image of Amon,
letters of introduction, and the necessary money, Wen=-Amon
forgot the introductory letters at Tanis and was robbed on board
ship to Dor. At this time Dor was occupled by the Zakkala, the
tribe closely associated with the Philistines on the great mi-
gration of the Sea Peoples. FKing Badyra of the Zakkala was un-
sympathetic to Wen-Amon's plea, so the Egyptlan stole money in
turn at Dor and continued his journey to Byblos. Without recom-
mendation and sufficient money, Wen-Aimon was not welcomed vby
Zakar-Baal, prince of Byblos. After some tlme, however, t:n-
Amon received more money from Egypt, purchased his timerda <
Byblos and started home. VWen=-Amon's plea for respect an' gifts
to the Egyptian god Amon merited no more than Zakar-BaalZs k;o?;
tempt and scorn. Before Wen-Amon got away from Byblozi af a
ships had sailed into the harbor and demanded retribut gn ox-r
the money he had stolen. Wen=-Amon did £inally esc;pe ’1: owge -
_and he made his way to Cyprus and finally back to SYg s e
was less than 90 years before that Remses IIT had sgb u: fie
tribes at Dor and Byblos, but at this time Egypt d'jl;h nghilistinos
receive respectable recognition. Cf. Macallster, 2% S
9pp. 29-37. For a translation of ‘en-Amon's report, Cf. ’
Op. eit. part II, 352 ff.
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Ramses had fought them. The immigration of these tribes is
supposed to have continued even after the first great cone
tingent was defeated. The Thekel settled and became established
as a 1little kingdom at Dor, while the Peleset gradually forced
their way agalnst the Amorites and the Hittites into southern
Pglestine. Within a little more than a century these Thekel
became assimilated into the larger mass of Philiatinea.l6

The other historiané Gho believe that the great battle
-of Ramses III took place near the border of Egypt, assume
that the Philistines drcpped back to the southern part of the
Shephelah. "Ramses was unable, or did not care, to prevent
this colonization.“17 Smith says that 1t 1isoarta1n that the
Philistines moved up the coast from Egypt. At any rate,
whether they came from Syrla or from the Serbonlan marshes,
1t 1§ known that the Philistines settled in the southern
part of the Shephelah. ‘

Deut. 2:23 speaks of the Avim being destroyed and their
land taken over by the Caphtorim: Nothing more 1s lmown of
these Avim, whom the Philistines destroyeds

The Phillstines also forced the Danites from the

19
territory originally assigned to them. Driven from the

16
eastad, A History of Egypt, P. 512
15e

170

calister, A Century of Excavation in Palestine, pe.

1gmith, op. cit. p. 170
Josh, 19:47 Judges 18.
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plains, the Danites moved to the foot of Mount Hermon and
settled there, where they took a Canaanite c¢ity called
Lalsh and renamed 1t Dan.20
From Joshua 11:22 it 1s learned that a Rephalite or
-"Anakim" remnant was left in some of the Philistine citles. -
Whoever it was who had inhablted the country before the arrivail
of the Philistines, they offered no resistance to the invaders.
The Philistines could not have plcked a better part of Pelestine.
- in which to settle.
That this mass migration through Syria, the battle with
Ramses, and the subaedue_nt ‘settlement in Palest‘ine was the
first occasion of Philistines in Palesting is_. improbable. The
date of this mass migration and settlement is undoubtedly within
the decade of 1194, but 1194 is not early enough to f;t all the
requirements for the first Philistine settlement in Palestine.
Already in the time of Abraham, approximately 2000 B.Cs,a
Philistine king Abimelech and his general; Phicol, are spoken
or‘.zl Although Abime%goh 1s not considered a Philistine neme,

Phicol certainly iss+ Abimelech is -merzlgioned as king of the

Philistines again at the time of Isaacs In a song by Noses,

Eg;dges 18:27-29 Cf.Geofg; E.Wright snd Floyd V.Filson,
2%@9 Westminster Historical Atlas to the Bible, p. 46.

Gen. 21:32-~34.

22

2§arrison, op. eit. p. 62 ff.
Cen, 26:1.




