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The occupations of the Pb111at1nea were different from 

those of their neighbors. Thia difference was perhaps due 

to the fact that both the1r_orig1nal home and locality in 

which they settled were unlike the neighboring lands. Before 

coming to Canaan, the Philistines were a aea-going people. 

It is pr•obably through their contacts with peoples of other 

nations that they acquired the knowledge of iron. The people 

of Ph111st1a were smiths, and they conti-ollec' a monopoly over 
44 

the iron industry of that day. 

The Philistines were also farmera, sheep-raisers, and 

cattle-owners. The Shephelah was certainly ideal country 

f'or growing grain. In the excavation of Oerar a great number 

of flint and iron sickles for reaping have been found, and 

granaries for storing the grain have also been discovered. 

Gerar was one of the few 819eat grain-growing centers of that 

-tim~,and the Philistinee were known t .o have exported grain 

to· their home country, whichever it was. Beoause of their 

fine agricultural land, the Ph111at1nes ·did not welcome 

nomad shepherds or farmers. '!'he Philistines possessed the 

best land for crops, and they did not want to risk the loss 

of it to any other people. For that reason we hear of men 

like Isaac getting into quarrels with the Philistines over 
45 

pasture lands. Probably the Philistines caused the trouble 

~ I Sam. 13-14. 

Cd'en. 26. 
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just to get rid o.f any fore1~era from their land • 
• \ .. 

Abimeleoh told Isaac to leave. · Ph11iat1a was the ideal 

spot in Palestine .for farmere, · and the Philistines wanted 
46 

19 

to;eep it as their own. 

A few other observet1ona· may be.made regarding the life 

of the Philistines. From the tree mingling of men and women 

at the temple. o.f Gaza when s ·en1son was killed, . 1 t may be con-­

eluded that relationship between the sexes wP.s quite different 

from the relationships among the Semitic people,. It alao 

might be noted in passing that the Philistines dealt in alave· 
47 

trade, because Amos curses Gaza .for suoh tr·at.f'iok1ng •. · But 

.these are merely extraneous obsei,vationa that. ,cannot be: 

further developed with. the 11 ttle pertinent 1ntorma-1;1on of 

The Ph111 stine s probably , .~quired: their religion f'rojn 
. ' . . . 

:the .Canaan! tea a.fter · they ,~.ettl~d in Pale ut1ne. ~e7 . wor-

~hipped ·gods · called ~al·z·ebub-, · Dagon, Ashtaroth. Baalzebub 
., .48 . . 

was the oracle at Ekro1;1.: He 11 ·ment1oned onfy -onoe _:ln ·the 
. . .. .· 

Old Testament and in no ·other plaoe 1il Jew!ah ·writinga-.. In 
49 

the Ne-w Testament he is r.et.erre4 to as the "~rinoe ot -~a". 

Because he . 1s_,_n1ent.iorufd nt. th!s· iate.-..time; some think that 

46 
Duncan, . The Aoouraoy or the Old Testament~ PP•· 48-9. 

47 
~OS 1:6. 

~I Kings 1: 2 • 
.,....4~ 

C it'att. 12:2s 



-

20 

50 
he was still worshipped as a god in the tirat century A.D. 

Isaiah 2:6 shows that the Ph111st1nes were soothsayers, ao 

1t is riot impossible that the shrine ot Baalzebub was the 

site of their chief oracle.;1'1'he Israelite king Ahaziah oon-
. 51 

aulted the oracle of Baalzebub, and if it is a true assumption 

that Baalzebub was just the chief oracle, there were perhaps 

more Israelites ~ho consulted these oracles. When the 

Philistines took o7er the to~m of Ekron, the:r undoubtedly 

took over this shrine of Baalzebub./ It has been said -that at 

this time he was already kn~wn as the "god of the flies". It 

is not known whether this title was one of contempt or not. 

It has been stated that the title was not contemptuous, but 

that it ,vas one of due respect by the Philistines. As proof 

for this, it has been argued that the ho118e-fl1es, sand-flies, 

gnats, and mosquitos kept any inhabitant of that plain from 

beoorning contemptuous to\Vard a god,:of' thes~ pest&. Aooordingly 

it has been believed that Baalzebub was· n.ot known as the t'ly­

averter until a later date of his existenoe. The original 

concept probably was that he existed· in the form of vermin. 
. 52 

It is also possible that he gave oracles ~7 his flies. - , 

~ .. ·, On the other hand, 1t ha~ also been suggested that 

the name Beelzebub did not have the original mea.ning "god of 

f'lies", but that the d~r1vat1on of' the latter half of' the 

50 
Harrison, .2]2• ..2!!• P• 103. 

51 
II :Kings 1:2. 

~acal!ster, The Philistines, P• 92. 
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53 
word is Zabul, meaning prince. Thia aasumpt1on would 

lead to .a plausible explanation. Baalzebub may have thua 

be~n named as the chief deity, but making a P"tlll or the 

name, the Hebrews chnnged thia to a name of ridicule - ."god 

or fl!es 11
• 

Dagon was · another Ph111at1ne god, presumably tha head 

ot the pantheon. In Gaza, Ashdod, and possibly at Bethshan 
54 

there were temples dedicated to his honor. Ju.st mat the 

meaning of Dagon was 1s unaertain. Some think it was a 

name derived from the Hebrew word TA, , meaning grain. ,. .,. 

S1noe the Philistine Plain was a fertile territory, suitable 

for grain-gro\Ying, it does seem plausible that the Philiatine 
55 

god would be named for their word for grain. The other 

poas_1ble derivation of Dag~n's name is the Heb~e\Y word -~"1, 
meaning f'iah.. Connected w1 th this was the belief tha:1; he 

was half man m d half fish. It is said that his body was 

shaped like that of a f1sh from his waist down, since ·his 

name was similar to A :r; but that his body ~as like that o~ 
T 

~ a "man from bis waist up b~c ... ause he is said to have brq~~n 
. 00 . 

h:!s hand.a..- To prove further that Dagon was a f'1sh-god, 

14arna 1a claimed as his consort. Marna was a fish-goddess. 

sa. 
Light from the Ano1ont Past, P• 147. rsi,ack Finegan, 

'-"Judges 16 I Sam. 5:2. 
55 

I Sam. 31. 

. Burrows, What 
56 

I Sam. 5:4 

Mean These Stones? P• 228 • 
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It was 
5

;omroon prnct1ce of t~t day to worship godo in 

pairs. There is cloar evid$noe of Dagon'o presence in 

Palestine before the 12th century B.c., and the nmne Dagon 

appea:-s 1n Mesopotmn.1a until the ninth century. Undoubted17 

the two are identical, but whether the Ph111at1ne s brought 

amther god with a similar name, or whether they just began 
58 

to v10rshl.p this god that was already in Genoan 1s debatable. 

A goddess Ashtaroth 1a also mentioned a~ one or the 
59 

Philistine deities. This was a Semitic goddess from the 

Mesopotamian region. She is also known as· !star, the · "light 

makor". At Ashkelon she 1s worshipped under the name Atar-
. 60 

Gati~ : goddess who wos _half' fish; fish wore sacred ·to her, 

( Th~ Biblo tells us several isolated facts about Philistine 

religion. Samson was killed in the temple or Dagon. Sinoe 

. sacr1f1cas were offered in this temple at rest~vals, it ·is 

possible tha t S!:1Ilson was to be offered thel'e as & sacrifioe., 

It ~s probably an annual f'estival at which Samson died; ,,e 

know that he had been kept in prison ·long anough for his hair 

to grow. If' tho occos1 on h{ld been only to make sport of 

him, the Philistines would not have allowed so muoh time to 

pass. These sacr1f'1oes at ~ ha temple of Dagon in Gaza were 

J l 
~onducted by the "lordsj• 

57 
5~dams, Ancient R9corda and the Bible, P• 290 

S§ Sam. 31:10. 

6
8dams, Anci ent Records and the Bible, P• 290 t. 

_d"bid. 

C~dges 16:23. 



23 

There were priests at the temple 1n Aahdod, yet the 

tomple must have been open to everyone, 81.noe 1t speaks of 
, 62 

others beside the priests entering. Small images were worn 

by the Philistines in battle, and this continued until the 
63 

time of the Maccabees. News was published 1n the houee of 
64 

the11• ldols, so these houae1 may have been public resorts. 

The Philistines believed in the existence and also the 

"extra-tE'rr.1tot'1al jur1odiction" of the Hebrew deity. This was 
65 

evidenced in their treatment of the_ Ark. Most of these 

assertiona about the Ph111at1ne religion are nothing more 

than deductions. Dr. Macalister himself refers to them as 
66 

"hints". 
/ 

· / The only temples in exiatenoe in Palestine before the 

temple at Jerusalem were tbe Philistine temples, a temple or 
67 

Baal-Bari th at Shechem, and Eli' a temple at Shiloh. 

Although the Philistines had kept their identity in 

moat spheres of lite, it seems that they adopted their 

religion entirely from the inhabitants ot Can~an. / . 

II Maoo. 12:40 

Sam. 31:9. 

swr •• 5. s. 
6 

acalister, The Philistines, P• 90 tt. 
67 
R.A.s. Maoaliater, A Century ot Excavation in Palestine, P• 271. 
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III. Mi gr ation and Settlement 

1 
It was in the beginning of' the Late Minoan III periQd 

that the inhabitants or the ~egean countries began to migrate 

eastward. Fron1 the islands and coasts of' the Aegean Sea 

little nationalities began to scat·ter throughout the Eaat•rn 

Mediterranean oountries. Chief aniong these were the 'l'hekel 

and the Peles@t ~ lmo\m to us· as the Ph111at:tn~ --"!'hese two . 

peoples together with contingents or Danaoi, Sherden, neahesh, 

and Shekelesh~ mag.a- up the common group oalled -Ppooples _of the 

Sea". The sep&Pate people~· could not be definitely assigned 

to any particular place• but they were westerners and could 
2 

s~ not have come .from any plaoe farther east than the Aegean 

This was the beginning of th~ Philistine .m1g~at.1on~ The 

Knossus excavations-in. Oret~ seem to 1nd1oate .a ~o~ced migration 
. . . . . . 

·from Knossus at approximately the same time the Ph111st_1nea , . 
. 3 L. . 

are be11ev~d to have ~,-grated./ ~ the Ph111stineai . did come 
4 . . . 

from_. C.ret~ tb&r~ _is- a pos.sibiltty -that the Br.yges or· Phl',:gians-

from Thra-0e* who may have .o~oas~d the Hell&s~nt at t~a tme s 

. . x;:;inoan c:t.v ilization \fas divided into t l u .. ee periods, oalled 
·Early Minoan I II III Middle Minoan I,II,III, and Late Minoan 
I,II,III. The'ea;ly perlod extended r rom 3400 to 2100 n.q.; ~pe 
Middle Period continued until about 1580 B.c., and the Late Period 
extended from 1580 to lJXB.C. Cf. E.Forsdyke, "cre~e" Encyclopedia 

2
Br1tann1ca~ Vol.VI, 14th ed. p.679. . 
Bury, Cook ar.. d Adoook~ 11Ph111st1nes11

, Cambridge .Anoien't Hiato1·1, 
. Vol. II. P• 283. . l' 

~dams~ .Ancient Records and the Bible, P• 284. 
Even if ono a ssumos that the Philistine~ were origlnall7 from 
Asia Minor, it is prob~bly that they migrate to eastern Crete 
before this 1nvaa1 on. · 
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forced them to omigrate. 

25 

Driven from thoir home, the Sea Peoples moved toward the 

eastern coasts of the Mediterranean. 

This appears to have been a veritable folk-wandering. 
coming both by land and sea f'rom the Aegean Isles 
and southern coasts of Asia Minor round by Cyprus 
and the Gulf of Issus to Phoenicia and Syria, thence 
do,m the cgast, possibly to the very borders of 
~t ••• 

~ They overran the lsnd of the Hittites, Carohemi·sh, 
7 

Arvad, Cyprus, Syria, and other places of that region. In 

Syria they went as far as the upper part of the O!'ontes River.-
a 

and to the kingdom of Amor. On two-wheeled ox-oarts tbs 

women and children were transported over the rough Syrian r.oads 

while ·l:;he greater part of the supplies were oarriod by ship. 

It was not a military expedition, but a group of wanderers 
9 

aearoh1ng for horaes in whioh to house their displaced f'am111ea. 

The migration of the Sea Peoples moved steadily down the 

Syrian coast. Little oppos1t1cn was offered, so that the 

more venturesome of the Philistine ships oooaaionally swept 

down as far as the Egyptian Delta, ~stealing 1.nto the mouth of 

the river on plundering expeditions." These plundering ex­

peditions gave the Philistines o·ommon oause with the Libyans, 

since the Libyans had been ~ttempting to defeat the Egyptians 

for several years already. An alliance was formed between 
.. ,. 

6
Bury, Cook 9nd Adcook, .!!2J .oit~ _·p. 286. 

Ibid. 
taoalister, The Philistines, P• 22. 

s· · _ easted, A History of EB,Ypt, P• 477. 

Kaoalister, .21?.• ill• p .• - 22t. 
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the Libyans and the Sea Peoples, oompoaed ahietly ot the 

Philistines and the Zakkala seamen, and attack was made on 
-~ 
' the western shores ot the rich tertile delta. A land and 

sea battle resulted in which the Egyptian Pharaoh Ramae• III 
10 

anerged as the decided viotor. 

6 heir ships were destroyed or captured, and their 
army bea·t:1m baok with enormous losses. over twelve 
thousand five hundred were slain upon the f'1eld and 
at least a thousand oaptive1 were taken. Of' the 
killed e le1fe 1;>roportion were trom the ranks of' the 
sea-rovers. . 

/ 
This was just an advanced initial skirmish or the battle that 

was to f'ollow. 

The power or the Sea Peoples was becoming more and more 

threatening to the Egyptians as these tribes oame steadily 
./ 

d ./ 1 own the coast or Syria.-., The war galley, that bad a ded the 

Libyans in the attack on the western Delta were just some 

advanced f'oroes. Near the coasts ot Syria, the Sea Peoples 

bad a very large fleet that had not reached the southern 
.,,-"' 

Mediterranean as yet,. / On land the :v-aat gi-oupa could not be 

stopped by the Syrian city-states. The curious, heavy, two­

wheeled carts were kept rolling down the coasts, while the fleet 

along the shores swept off and diminished an7 power of' the aea. 

Cyprus bowed to the might of the invincible fleet. It was 

obvious that the Egyptians were the onl7 people·· powerful enough 

to give battle to these advancing tribes. After Ram.sea had 

defeated the alliance of Libyans and Sea Peoples at the weatern 

10 
Ramses III reigned 1198-1167 B.C. Cf'. Breasted, .2R.•~• p.600. 

11 
Breasted, .2E• ill.• p. 478 ff• 



11horea of his delt~, he began t ,o arm. for full war. A 

great conflict was tbreaten1ng,and the Egyptians were not 

going to, be caught off guard • 

. / ~ Sea Peoples were on the threshold of the Egypt1,u1 

Kingd.om. Ramses fortified hi.a Syrian tront1era, he hurriedly 

ga_thered a fleet, and from hia palace balcony he personally 

supervised the arming of his infantry. Ready for war, Ramses 

h1mae~ led his army northward to .me,t the aggressora. A major 

war was imminent. 

It is difficult to say now just where the Egyptian 8rJD7 

and navy met the oncoming tribes. It may have been near the 
12 

Egyptian border, in the Serbonian Marshes, but Breasted 

believes that Ramses met them farther north. The battle could 

not have taken plaoe any farther north than Amor, beoause tile 

Philistines were known to have advanced at least this far. 

Not much information about the battle remains. Pharaoh's 

Sherden mer.oenariea bro·ke through the eneDlY' lines and plundered 

the ox-carts that carried the women and children. Since there 

were Sb.erden among the invading Sea ~eoples also, these Egyptian 

-meroena~ies were fighting .their own countrymen. Ramses 

managed to get to the. scene of his naval battle also. The 

naval battle is said by Breasted to have taken place in one 

of the Phoenician harbors. The Egyptians massacred hun~eda 

of the invading tribesmen. Pharaoh's fleet had been manned 

12 
Lake Serbonis. is just east of the plaoo lhere the"Sues Canal 
now ia. er. Bury, Cook, and Adcock, "Pb111at1ne•, Cambridge 
Ancient History, Vol. II, P• 285. 
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by the dreaded Egyptian arohera. and large groupa ot 

arohers had also been placed on the shores. Before the Sea 

feoples could get their ships olose enough tor hand-to-hand 

oombat aboard ships. the Egypt1an.;arobera bad almost completely 

diminished the ranks of the invading Sea Peoples. Even Ramaea 

h1maelf took part in the actual combat, drawing his bow ·against 

the .enemy. As the Egyptians ~dvanoed closely enough to board, 
I 

the enemy shipe w,:,re 1:hrown into oontuaion. 

Capsized and perishing in their places, their 
hearts are taken, their souls fly away, and 
their weapons are cast out upon the sea. Bia 
arrows p!erce whomsoever he will among them, and 
he who is hit falls into the water ••• They were 
dragged, overturned and laid low upon the beaohJ 
slain and made heaps from stern to bow of their 
galleys, while all their things were oaat upon 
the waters, for a remembrance of Egypt. 

The men who escaped the fleet and swam ashore were oaptured 
13 

by the Egyptian archers who lined the banks. Evidently. 

the invaders suffered unlimited losses. "'Those who reached 

my boundary' says the king, "their seed is not; their heart 
14 

and their soul are finished forever and ever.'" 

In some scenes the invaders that were taken captive are 

pict~ea being paraded before the king - counted by the hands 

chopped of'f the bodies. on all the Sea Peoples Ramses then 

levied taxes in clothing and· grain. Until this time when the 

Egyptians massacred the Sea Peoples, they had marched over the 

1! . 
~easte.d• A History of Egypt, P• 477-81. 

-~mes Henry Breasted, Ancient Records ot E~t, 
quo·ted in Macalister, The Ph1l1stines, P• ~ 

Vol. J.V. p.201 
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northern lands without opposition. Now that the northern 

t~lbes had been left crippled by the invading Sea Peoples, 

Rams~s continued no~thward' after his v1otory and enlarged 

h1s borders to include nort~ern Syria and the Hittite country.:. 

After the death of Ram·ses III 1n 1167, the power .of· Egypt 

waned quite rapidly. The succeeding Pharaohs we~e merely 

puppets 1n the hands of the Egyptian priesta,and,aa a reaui.t, 

the frontier was completely neglected. Leas than a hundred 

years late, Egypt ·~owed to all the northern oounti,i;eli ·which 
. 15 

Ramses· III had conquered. 

Stopped by Ramses III, · the Ph111attnea settled on ·the 

eastern end of the Mediterranean. Breasted aaya the 'l1hekel 

and Peleset-Ph111st1nes stopped in Syria, where he auppoaed 

15 
In 1891 the Golenischeff papyrus••• found at El~Khibeh in 
Upper Egypt. This document relates the joui~ney of an ~gyptian 
_amb~ssador sent from Thebe~ to Northern Syria to buy timber for 
a sacred barge. Starting h18 lj.ourney w1 th an image of Amon, 
letters of introduction, and th~ neoess~ry money, Wen-Amon 
forgot the introdµctory letters at Tania and was robbed on board 
ship to Dor. At this time Dor was oooupied by the Zakkala, the 
tribe closely associated with 'the Ph111stinea on the great mi­
gration of the Sea Peoples. D.ng Bad)rra of the Zakkala was un­
s~pathetic to Wen-Amon's plea, so the Egyptian stole money in 
turn at Dor and continued his jqurney to Bybloa. Without reoom­
mendation and ~uff1c1ent money, Wen-Amon was not weicomed by 
Zakar-Baal, prince or Byblos. Atter some time, however, Wen­
.Amon received more money from Egypt, purchased his timer at 
Byblos and started home. Wen-Amon's plea for respect. and gifts 
to the Egyptian god Amon merited no more than Zakar-Baal's con­
tempt and scorn. Before Wen-Amon got away from Bybloa, Zak)cala 
ships had sailed into the harbor ·and demanded retribution for 
the money he had stolen. Wen-Amon did finally escape; however, 
.and he made his way to Cyprus and finally back to Egypt. It 
was less than 90 years before that Ramses III had subdued these 
tribes ·at Dor and Byblos, but at this time Egypt did not even 
receive respectable recognition~ .. Cf. Maoalister, ~e Ph1l1at1nea, 

opp-. 29-37. For a translation of .!en-Amon' a report, ct• Barton, 
.21!• .£!!. part II, 352 ff. 

.• 
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Ramses had fought them. The immigration of these tribes 1• 

supposed to have continued even after the first great con­

tingent was defeated. The Thekel settled and became eatabl1ahed 

as a little kingdom at Dor, while the Peleaet gradually forced 

their way against the Amori.tes and the Hittites into southern 

Palestine. Within a little more than a century these Thekel 
16 

became e ssimilated into the larger mass of Ph111at1ne!J .• 
I 

The othe:!' h~.at<ir~.ans who believe· that the great battle 

-of Ramses III took place near the border of Egypt', aa.unie 

that the Philistines dropped baok to the sou~bern part ·of the ­

Shephelah. "Ramses was unable. or did not oare, .to ·Pr~vent 
17 . . 

this colonization." Smith -says that it is certain that the 
. 18 

Ph111st1nes moved up the coast from Egypt. At any ra·te, 

whether they came from Syl,'1& or from the Serbon1an mar,~es; 

it is known that the Ph~l1s't1nes settled in the southern 

part of the Shephelah. · 

Deut.._ 2:-23 speaks o·f the Av!m being destroyed and· ·their . · 

lend taken over by the .Caph~or!m. Nothing ~re ls kno~ ot 

these Av1m• whom the Ph11_1atinea d~oyed. 

The Philistines also .foroed the Danitea from -the 
.. · · 19 

territory originally assigned to them. Driven from the 

16 
~eest&d, A History of E6lJ>t, P• 512 
iJacalister, A Century ot Exoavat1o~ in Palestine• P• 170 

Smith, .21?.• .ill• P• 170 
19 

Joah. 19:47 Judges 18. 
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plains, the Dan1tes moved to the ·:oot of Mount Hermon and 

settled there, where they took a Canaanite city called 
20 

· Laiah and renamed it Dan. 

From Joshua 11:22 it is learned that a Repha1te or 

-"Anakim" remnant was left in some of the Philistine cities. 

Whoever it was who had inhabited the country before the arrival 

of the Philistines, they offered no resistance to the invaders. 

The Philistines ~ou:\d not have picked a better part· ot· Palestine , 

· , 1n· whioh to settle. · ·'. -~ : ·' ·, - · .. · 

· That this mass m1,grat1on through Syria, :the battl~ w1 th 
·-

Ramae.s, and the subsequ~nt ' settlement in Palestine was t 'be 
---: . , . 

first occasion or Phillstines in Pales-ting 1~ ~probable. The 

date or this mass migrat1~n and settlement 1.a undo~btedl7 wit~n 

-the decade of 1194_. but 1194 is not early enough to- :fit all the 

requireni~nts tor the first Philistine .aettl'eiqent ili Palestine. 

All'eady in the time of Abraham• appr.oz1matel7 2000 B.c> .. ~' a ·· · 
Phiiistine king Ab1mel~~h ·a~d his general ._ Phi.00·1, a:re spoken· 

21 . . . . . ,· .. _ 
ot. Al:though Ab1meleoh 1s .not ·considered· a Philistine nmne , -

. 22 · . , · · 
Phicol ceP:tai-nl;Y- is...- · Ab!melech is -mentt"oned as king of the 

23 . . . 
Philistines again at the tinie of Isaa.o. In a song by_ ?ltoae•• 

00 
Judges 18:27~29. Cf.George E..Wrigbt and Flo7d V.F1laon, 
The Westminster Historical Atlas to the Bible. P• 46. 

21 
Gen. 21:32-34. 

22 
Harri-son·, ~· ill• P• 62 tf. 

23 
Gen. ·26:l. 


