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PREFACE

The Mission Commands of Christ" 1s the subject of this
paper. It is a subject of considerable interest to our church,
which 1s now rounding out one hundred years of fulfilling His
commands in this country, and which three years ago, commemo-
rated the fiftieth anniversary of its foreign mission program.
It 1s a matter of vital importance to the church at large to
reevaluate its program of publicity for Christ in the light of
the commands of Christ dealing with that publicity. For the
individual interested in entering a foreign mission field this
subject provides an excellent opportunity to investigate the
real motives, the power, and the directives which our Lord in-
cluded in His final marching orders to His servants.

This paper places emphasis on the word "command."” Its
purpose is to explain what Christ meant when He sald, "Go ye."
The discussion deals chiefly with the five records of misalon
commands which the Savior 1ssued after His resurrection and
before His ascension to heaven. The problems of m!.ssio-n work
and the various methods and approaches necessary to make that
work efficient are beyond the scope of thls papers.

After an historical analysis presenting the major trends

of thought on the mission command, the paper presents an exegetical




study of the flve records of the mlission commands. The study

i1s conducted topically rather than by passages, in order to

avold unnecessary duplicatlon. The topics discussed are arranged
in the followingz order: the authority upon which the Sévior

based His mission commands; the people to whom the Lord addressed
the commlssions; the peopls and nations whom the miasioﬁﬁrles

were to approach; the messazge of the ﬁissionaries; eand the help
and power with which these misslons would be sustained. A closing
section on conclusions will bring out the thoughts of the writer
in regard to the present implications of the mission commands

of Christe.




HISTORICAL ANALYEIS

350 A.D. to 500 A.D.
The Early Church -
At the death of John, with which the Apostolic era drew to
a close, Christianity haed reached, at the very least, larce
areas 1n the eastern part ol the Hedlterranean basin, particu-
larly in Palestine, Syria, Asia iiinor, Creece, Italy, and the
Sastern part of Horth Africa. Other reglons had been touched,
i1t seems quite sure, e.g., Sﬁain, the Ealkan countries, Caul,
etce.t Legend, mors or less reliable, takes Christianity to
much farther reaches of the world at thls early time, but we
have 1liitle or no real evidence of these developments. Later
structures of Christianity have entirely superseded these early
beginnings 1f they ever really existed.®
But these movements of Christianity far from solved the
protlem of missions. Even whore Chriastianity had come, the
Christiana were still a minority group and had to meet the chal=-
lenge of a majority of.heathen surrounding and opposing them.

Many regions of the world had never heard the Gospel and the

d11.=‘ Westminster Historical Atlas to the Bible, ed. by Wright
an 1lson « 92.
A Latm'u-gtte, K. 8., History of Expansion of Christianity,
vVol. I, pp. Bl-82.

2. Latourette, Expansion, vol. I, p. 83.




Lord's command sent the early Christians to them also. To the
early Christisns and to Christians of all times, the protlem of
misslons was a real one, cne that demaended an 1mmedilate answer
and a definite attitude.

In Acts 11, 19 we read of Christians, persecuted and scat-
tered toroughout parts of the Mediterranean world, who preached
the Gospel where they went. The congregation at Rome appears to
be a case in point, for Paul writes to the Romans, expressing the
hope that he might come there for the first time and strengthen
their falith, which already 1s renowned in the Christian circles
of the Roman world.® We are not told that ary other apostle
preached the Gospel to them, but it appears that they first re-
ceived the good news from individual Christians, perhaps from
converts travelling to Rome on business. These contacts may
have come largely from converts from the Jewish faith-_é This
procedure of apostolic times, that Christisnity spread largely
through the efforts of lay Christians, continued in the follow-
ing periodsd

3. Romans 1, 8-13.

4. cf. the case of Aquila and Priscilla, Acts 18, 2.

5. The chief agents in the expansion of Christianity
appear not to have been those who made 1t a pro=
fession or a major part of itheir occu ation, but
men and women who earned thelr 11ve}1 ood in some
ggrely secular manner and spoke of_ their faith EP

ose whom they met in this natural fashion. Thus

when Celsus denhounces a religion which spreads S
thrgughfwgrkers in wgol a%dhiggtggrcgggdraélgzg_an
unequc: s who get ho
vatelg agd g%rgggorant somen and teach them, Origen
does hot deny that this ocourse.
Latourette, Expansion, vole. I, ppe 116-117.




. The early Christians must have felt that the obligation of
the mission command fell upon the shoulders of the individual.
VYthether they felt this as an expressed obli&atlon or merely as
a privilege and an activity of the Christian life 1s very hard
for us to determine.® No doutt many consldered both to be the
case.”?

The role oi the leaders in the church in the spread of
Christianity is not as clear as that of the people themselves,
perhaps partly because of the ilnadequacy of' the records.® Paul
and the other apostles ware men of this type. How clearly the
realization of this role existed, we do not know, but 1ater_a
formal system ol education arose for the inatruction of new
Christiana. liany of these entered the church through the ef-
forts of Christian friends, some through the work of men whom
we would call missionaries in our day. But their education lay
in the hands of trained Christians who spent much of their time
in that work. :

These situatlons obtained until the recognition of Ghristi-
anity by Constantine. Perhaps it is in place to comment upon the
effect of persscution on the spread of the Goapel and on the

general attitude toward mlssions. One effect, that of wilful

6' Ibido p. 117. ;

7e cf., Ects 18, 26 according to which Aqulla and Priscilla
trained the Alexandrian orator, Apollos, in the doctrines of
Christianity.

8. It 1s probatle, however, that for about the firsi
" two centuries iypes of Christiens existed, one of
whose chief fung ions it was to propagate the faith.

Latourette, Expansion, vole I, p. 1ll4.




martyrdom, had 1ts Interesting consequences.? But whether this
wilful martyrdom had as 1ts chlef motive the desire to bring
others to falth 1ln the Gospel 1s doubtfuls Certainly a thinking
Christian would not leap into martyrdom jJust to witness to his
falth, when he could do that by word of mouth much longer and
more efficlently if he remained alive. This very act of wilful
martyrdom seems to indicate that tﬁe zeal of some Christians was
turning inward and not outward toward other people and their
salvation. Of course we mu:t remember that for each wilful
martyr there were many were many whose martyrdom was really a
witnesslng to the Gospel. Wilful martyrdom was the exception
rather than the rule, but an exception that depicted an unwhole=-
some trend. FPersecutioris, however, did bring about a reevalu-
ati'n of the merits and advantages of Chrlstianity.

Perhaps one of the most important transitions for early
Christianity was its transition from the status of a religilo
1lilcita to that of a pellsio licita and finally to that of a
state religion of the Roman Empire. Constantine in 313 A.R.

1ssued the Edict of iillan, grenting toleration to all Christlans.

8. While the lesders of the Church usually strove to
restrain those who craved martyrdom, we hear of num=-
bers who rushed in to seek that honour. Upon many
pagens the heroism of the victims must have made an
impression, and it is not surprising to read of the
conversion of at least two thoughtful men, both ex-
perts in philosophy and formerly critlcs of the
Christians, because of what they had witnessed.

Ibid-, Pe 156.




R T

Later in his 1life he made 1t an official State religion, but did
1ittle to quell paganisime This was carried on by his successors.lO
But far more lmportant to our interests is the questilon,
What effect did the governmental approval have on the mission at-
titude of the Christian Church? The approval ‘of the government
was not a mission effort but an effort toward religlous uniform-
ity within 1ts jurisdiction.ll But the govefnment'a attitude of
ef intolerance to non-Christians and dissenters was not peculiar
to 1t. This attitude seems to have infiltrated into the church
i1tself. The church already showed the strong political tenden-
cies later so prominent in the papacy.lz How may we deacribe
thls attitude? Vias it the real evangelicgl passion for souls,
or was it merely a mlsguided passion for a general religious
uniformity? As in all times of Christianity, nelther extreme
is all right or 21l wrong. No doubt, in the rapld progress of

events, many Christlans lost sight of the pure evangelical approach

10. Qualben, L. F., A History of the Christian Church, pe 95.
Latourette, Expansion, vole I, PP- 4=177.

1l. The government was attempting to enforce religlous
uniformity, and sought not only to stamp out the
rivals to Christianity, but to eradicate all va-
rieties of that falth but the one which 1t deemed
orthodox. With the autocratic trend of the lim-
perial rule, a religious intolerance arose which
was much more unylelding than had been that of the
Empire at its helght.

Latourette, Expansion, vols. I, p. 184.
12. The measures o% the government were paralleled by

those of the Church and of individual Christiana.
Indeed, the pollcy of the state was in part only‘A
a symptom of the movement toward Christianity.
kind of mass conversion was in progreass

—IPE.D P- 185.
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and urged missions for igznoble reasons, political uniformity,
conformity to mass opinlon, and the like. But that these less
honorable motivgs were tempered by the nobler motives of service
to God and love to men ran hardly be denled in ‘the case of many
Christians. Doubtless, many re¢tained the real desire to win
souls for Christ; evidence for this fact appears in the ;nten—
sive training still required for catechumens and the intereat of
church men in that training.15

The problem of the motive behind mass forced conversions
will erise for discussion at this point. In many instances, thls
has been vastly overemphasized. The case of Clovis and .the
Franks frequently is made an example for proof.14 EBut Latour-
ette denles the validity of this exemple.15 But, even granting
that force was used in an appreciable number of instances, this
does not necessarily invelidats the motive for mission work;
forced conversicns may well have resulted from misguided zeal
for the Kingdom. Indirectly, of course, forced conversions imply
& basic misunderstanding of the purpose and the power of the Gos-

pel. This subject will receive a brief treatment in the next

13. Thus Latourette explains that all conversions were not Just

by State exampl d command but
Everywﬁegea%hecactual work of egnyeraign 2ﬁ§ the
attend in ion were carried on
gggggg?ggséEFtiﬁggugh many individual Christians.

14. Gualben, op. cite, ps 120.

15. Clovis GSEE no fo;ce to induce the Franks to con-
e e le, but 8 dargs mumbe  Cainoat
inegiggglgutﬁatyinotimﬂ the others would do 80.
Latourette, Expansion, vol. I, p. 207.
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section vhen we consider Charlemagne and 0laf Tryggvason, who
are better examples of the problem in hand. Again we nust say
toat forced conversions were the exception rather than the rule
at this time and represent only a small segment of Christlanity.
A far more intanglble but long-lasting perversion of the
mission ;mtive may have had 1ts rcots In this perlod, missions
for the glory of the Church rather than of Cod. As early as the
tiuird century Cyprian of Carthage propounded the views oi the
exclusiveness of the Church.l® That this later became a motive
for converslion, we shall sese in the next periods of our discus-
slon. [Lut during this time the Church galna its ildentity as
the Roman Churcli: And the emphasis upon the glory of the Church
begins to outweiph the emphasis upon the glory of God in the

motive for missions.

1lé. Qualben, op. cit., pp. 97-98.
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500 A+D. 1;0 1500 A.D.
The Mlddle Ages

Perhaps the two most signiflcant factors for the milssion
attitude in this perlod are the rise of the papacy, or the hier-
archically organized church, and the movemsent of nationse.

With the downfall of the Roman Empire and the influx of
barbafian nations, the Church began to ‘take an ever-increasing
role in the affairs of thé world. As the head of that Church,
the Pope directed her efforts in the realm of expanaion.l Creg-
ory I, the CGreat, who lived at the opening of this perlod, 1s the
outstanding example of mlssionary popes ;2 his attitude seems to
have been quite zealous although tainted conslderzbly with the
desire of centralizing ecclesiastical power in ths Roman See.”
Gregory's successors contirued his missionary efforts in greater
or less degrees, but with ever increasing emphasis upon papal
pover and jurisdiction.‘A“

At the opening of this perlod, Christianity was the domi-

nent religion in the empire proper. Eut the invading nations

lnew 1little or nothing of the Christlan falth. It was the task

%. Lgi:guretteéllsx ansion, vol. II, ppe. 18=19.
5 m' p' e

5. ‘J—a—.: p' 63-

4. Under the Cluniac movement culminating in Cregory
VII end gnnoggn% I1I the Church diotgged to the
secular princes.

-Ib_ig.‘l Pe 310.




of ths Church to reach these incoming people with the Gospel.
The process, which was usually eumployed, .showed a lack of under- '
standing of Christianity tut also an abundance of zeal. Con-
version was freqﬁently tied up with military conquest; this made
for much mass conversion and for some forced conversions.®

The fact that mass conversions were frequent during this
period can hardly be denied; but that they were always the result
of force 1s yet another question. If we consider the religlous
outlook of pagan peoples, we can readlly realize that their
changes of religion did not entall too wmuch difficulty for them
because their Leliefs were often haszy and superstitious. Eut the
purposes of the Christians who converted them were varied. What-
ever we may say of their method, we must be careful not to con-

demn thelr motives categorically and c:mnplet:ely.6

5+ Not infrequently mass conversion was hastened b
the use og rorcg...often baptism was imposed asya
%%gg of sulirgisaion to a foreign conquerors

é3 Do .
« C > ' c 8. Repeatedly 1t

g was eng igralg‘;gg ari‘ﬁ%’n?%u’iﬂ“&eader of 8 agpl'e,

mMONoIrch. Oegaaiona y_the king used forces..

ften the ruler consulted legalli recogniged as-
semblies of leading men ... Sometimes king
obviously acted from religious conviction.

some Instances....the religious appears to have
been mixed with the political motive... Occasion-
ally monarchs ... furthered miasions as agencies
of political conquest. :
Ibid., pps 145-146.

They took the word of Jesus, "Compel them to
oomg .‘I.g?“ ggd acted on it with'a vengeanee. I‘%e!
were convinced that in the heaven, which they he
llieved they were opening up for men and women 1y
She, gatonsy,of e sacraneiit, (P45, SHRS,PRER ©
me" an z

Eegnbaaved from azdi'eadﬁl hell = even though 1t

ad been by compulslon. E
Soper, E: D., Tne Philosophy of he Christian Horid

tpén&t}:a-ée the second of these gtatemgntis, but we may learn
from it at least the noblest motives of the 'conquering” misalons.



13

Interesting to note in this study is a comparison of lios-
lems and Christians in their treatment of each other. Koslems
generally treated subjugated Christians quite well, imposing upon
them a modérate tax and restricting their rights of evangeli-
gations7 This i1s a general observation, for the policy of lios-
lems 1n their relations toward Christlans varled over the area
controlled by them: Among the Arab rul:zrs, for example, thare
was some alarm when the Christlans were converted to Islam, for
this substantlally reduced their income from taxes; thus they be-
came more lenlent; in fact, they even forbade conversions in
" some cases. Then again some treated Christians with mild per—-
secution.® Eut both Ghriatia;ls and loslems used some force and
compulsion in adding converts to thelr numbers.9 Probably this
implies that the motive behind the mission work.of both religions
may have been at least partly religious .but could hardly have
been purely Christian.in the followers of the Savior,

The most distressing commentary on the misslon attitude of
the lMlddle Ages is that series of wars called the Crusades. They
boasted of no evangelistic ‘motives, of no motives higher than that

of freeing the Holy Land from the oppreasive hold of the infidel
Turke The same motives were preached against other heathen

7. Latourette, Expansion, vole. II, p. 296.
8. Ibidl‘ P éQ'B:L—_' 1

9. In the thousand years we are spanning ... the sword
seems to have beén used as freely to advance the re-=
ligion of the Cross as it was to propagate that of
the Crescent.

-:-[.b_i-g'..' p..290.
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nations and even agalnst would-be reforming bodies. Baser mo-
tives prompted some of the later Crusades, e.g., the notorious
Fourth Crusade with 1ta ebortive Latin Empire.10

But to s'ay that the Crusades expressed the universal opinion
of their times ls overstating the case. lany men arose with
-prote.sts againet the principles underlying the Crusades. Even
FPope Bg‘morius IV wished to see the Hoslems converted and encour-
aged Aratic study for this purpose. The leaders of the two great
missionary orders, Dominic and Francls, and, ﬁarticularly. Ray=
mond Lull u:;'gad mission posslbilities among loslems and acted
on thelr own urgings-ll That they repreaented the mass of the
people l1ls perhaps untenable, but they certalinly represented a
strong feeling against the principle of the Crusades. This feeling
speaks strongly for the presence of at least the vestiges of a
recognized mission command in the Kiddle Azes.

In the early Micdle Ages and also through to the turn of
the sixteenth century, glants of missions arose. Patrick, Boni-
face, Ansgar, 'Lull, Cyril, liethodius, and Willibrord are all
names waich are indelibly written into mission histories, whe ther
they all represented purity of motive, or not. In this period

several new nﬂas.‘l.onary orders of great importance arose.12 Those

10. Ibid.. pp. 317-318.
11 o‘ 3 319-521
12. Toid.. B 346,

8s, E. M., A Concise _1;_1_5_1_;2;'1 of lissions, p. 230«
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of long standing did not have the missionary vigor of the more
recent ones, notably the Franciscans and the Dominicans.y®

Yet we must keep in mind that the Franciacans, Dominicans,
end other misslonary orders, as well as individuala, followed the
footateps of rnakn.:Jr of the conquering kings. They worked hand in
hand with them 1n their efforts at mass conversions. This im-
plies that they could not have understood well the command to
preach the Gospel to men, not to force them into church member-
ship. The motive: oi these groups was not very Biblical, elther.
They were often more interested in the bullding of the Roman
Catholic Chuwrch than of the Kingdom of God.

The preceding facts concerning this period of the Church's
exlstence have dealt particularly with the Roman half of the
Church. In addition, the Greek Catholic Church, the lionophy-
8ltes, the Nestorlans, and a few other small groups were active.
But they do not offer a very large protlem. Perhaps ln only one
way do they differ from the Western Church, that of energye.
Whatever the reason may be, the Western Church far outstripped

these other bodies in their efforts to evangelize other nations.l4

13. Latourette, Xxpansion, vol. II, p. 320.

Mo Through many, perhaps most, of the religlous
movements of the West runs a strain of acti-
vism - often in marked contrast with the
quietism of Fastern monasticlisme. Thls strain
becomes more pronounced as the centuriles
passe. ’

Ibid., p. 435.
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As far as numbers are concerned, tho period of the Hiddle
Ages was extremely productive of new Christlanity. Ilore terri-
tory was covered 1n thls time than before; more people came un-
der the sway of the Church. Eut there are also a number of fac-
tors which ‘descri‘ne the iilddle Apes leas favorably. The n’atur0
of many conversions, mass and forced, strongly hints that they

arose from motives hardly pure and noble. The outbursts of the

vicious Crusades indlicate that the Christian evangelical motive
was a thing wanting in the hearts of many, even .'L.n the occupant
of the papal chalr. Eut many individuals and numerous orgeni-
zations kept the missionery spirit alive if not blazing; with
the new age that spirit galined new life and support from the new

church and from the old onee.
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1500 A.D. to 1800 A.D.
The Keformation Period
Thls section concerns the mission ettitude of the Church
during the time of 1ts great Reformation and the subsequent de-
velopment of the Roman Catholic and Protestant branches. The
date 1500 denotes roughly the beginning of the Reformation Era,
in which a form of Chrilstianity long obac'ured arose again to pop-
ular attention; logically, this form of Christianity should dis-
play its own attitude on the question of missions. It 1s im-
portant for us to degermine the trends of that attitude. The
date 1800 represents ‘the beginning of a new age in the misslon
interest and perhaps the end of much of the doctrinal development
of the post-Reformation Church.
At first we turn to the leaders of the Reformatlion movement
to inspect their ettitude on this question. Luther himself seems
to have had a clear idea that the Gospel was to be preached; his
actions and writings about religlous instruction and education
demonstrate that point thoroughly. Eut he placed little or no f g
emphasis upon the world call for evangelization. Hls explanation i

e

to the ‘Second Petition emphasized the work of the Holy Spirit i

but leaves its 1limits within the hearts of those who are prayirIs-l Ly

i Bt binn

1. Jacobs, H., Book of Concord, p. 368.
cf. Large Catechism 1in 1bid., p. 456.
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In his comnentary on lark 16, Iuther states:

A question arlses sbout this passage, "Go ye
into all the world," as to how it is to be
understood, since the apostles certainly did
not visit all the world: o apostle came
hither to us; and many a heathen island has
since teen dlscovered, where the Gospel has
never been preached: Yet the Scriptures say:
"lTheir sound went out into all the earth:".
Rom: 10, 18: Answer: Their preaching went
out into all the world: Thls going out has
been begun and continues, although it is not
yet completed; the Cospel, however;, will be
preached ever farther and wider, until the
judgment day: Vhen this preaching shall have
reached all parts of the world, and shall
have baen everywhere heard, then will the
mossage ke complete and its misslon accom=
plished; then will the last day be at handi2

This statement certainly indilcates that Luther was ilnterested
in the welfare of the world snd in the spread of the GCospel:
Eut his interest does not have the virile enthusiasm and actliv-
ity thaet lie behind his other religlous interestsi It appears
to be more passive than his other interests.

Historisns and biographers generally disagree on Luther's
stend on the misslon queation: Some misunderstand Luther en-
t11:°1¥ and deny that he had any intereat in world missions <>

Others give a far falrer. and more reasonable analysls of

Luther's mission attitude, stating that he realized that the

2: Lenker, J. N., The Precious and Sacred Writings of kartin
Dathes oerarn o e R A e e
S« So far as the non-Christisn world was concerned
his view was so limited that he could believe;
"That Christienity had alresdy fulfilled its
%’ﬂ?&‘ﬁ#l calling to be the religlon of the

Soper, op. cit., ppe. 119-120.
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Gospel had a unlversal scope to ite¢ But the fact atill remains
that Luther dl& not urge world-wide missions, even though he
admitted thelr probabllity in ihe future. His attitude toward
the Hohammédans wasa one of hopelessness: they were so depraved
that the best move was to saurrender them to Sétanas

Several extenuating factors present themselves in this con-

8ilderation oi Luther's attitude toward the mission command. As

the Great Keformer he had his hands more than full with the
burden of reestabl;shlng pure Christianity in Germany, let alone
the rest of Europea6 The conditions in Luther!s Europe deman-
ded his religious attentlion and to them he turned all his efforts
of bringing the Gospel. Luther felt a deep mission command for
these people and was largely occupied with thems

This fact largely accounts for Luther's lack of emphaslis on
foreign or world mission work; perhaps a greater reason was that

in Luther's time little was known about the .rest of the world.

4. Luther itnows, and teaches accordingly, that the com=
mand to evangelize is valid for all time; he refers
to the progress of preaching through the centurles .
to his time. (Translation)
Plitt-iardeland, Geschichte der Lutherischen ﬁiai:gn, pe 6o
He himself revealed thls news, whenever his ca
demanded it of him. _Its punpsse, to go through%ﬁtt
the world, he urged 1oudli and would not admi a )
%g{ boundaries might justly be set to it. (Translation
_d-. p. 14.
5. g{%%%:ﬂﬂ.a Die Evannellschapﬁission, pe 37.
-HardeTan . ° . °
< 6, Thus one writen'dEgbrIEes’the meaningz of the word "heathen-
8m” in Luther's day as - :
Error, superszition, the dark night of ain, in g?igg_
the faint glow of the light of natural reasons 1.lg
1y modified the sbsolute derkness.
P‘ricxg 22- cit-, Pe 19.
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The Mediterranean world was still "the world"™ to people of his
time. The remote Orient and the hewly-diacovared Western Hemi-
sphere were hardly realitles to the busy Cerman Reformer. Luther
in 1600 or 1700 mlght well have been a great proponent of missions,
one who would place Cerey, Schwartz, and others in the shade.
But Luther in 1500 was busy laying the foundations of a Christ-
lanity which could later produce such men as Carey and Schwartz.

Calvin seems to have Leen one with Heianchﬁhon in actually
denying the mission command.! This attitude grew with the move-
ment of Orthodoxy ;nd Ratlionalism, until the entire misslon im-
pulse fell vict;m, with many other Chriaﬁian values, to the
ravages of human reason upon divine revelatlon.

Misslons in the Roman Catholic Church experlenced a great
revival during this time. The Counter=Reformation, an attempt
to quell the Reformation, emphasized mission work as one of its
main features. Representatives of the Soclety of Jesus, Lojola,
Xavier, and others, emphasized the spread of the Roman Cathollc
Church in new parts of the world as well as the regalning of
territory lost in the youth of the Reformation. The zeal was
there, but 1t was a zeal directed chiefly to the church and not

7. The mlasion-.command was 1ncumbént only upon those who
were apogtles Iatln "missionaries: gﬁng Bbiddgg
twelve" do not exlst today any moreE therefore gh
mission command is not binding for the present. The
office for 1t is lacking. Thus the dogmatician,
?elanchthonlll s
'rick, op. cite. Pe 5.

Thus glsg'Warne;k, G., Outline of a History of Frotestant

Missions from the Reformatlon to the Fresent Time, D.

e ——— e —— ’1'2._0- m‘"‘f s
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directly to Christ and iils commands.8 The motive behind these
missions was largely the same 1t had been for centurles, the
apread of the 1nfluence of the Church of Rome.

While Proteatantlism had sterile periods dui-.'mg this time,
missions and mission interest were not totally lacking among
people of that falth. In connection with ths Pletistic movement
branching from Spener, Weltz, Francke, Zingendorf, and othera,9
an intense fervor for missions arose in certain Protestant cir-
cles. Among the leaders of the early Protestant missions, fervor
was not lacking. Zlegenbalg and FPluetachau went to India in the
face of great uncertainty and remained there in the teeth of
fierce oppoition,.lo Schwartz worked in India for almost fifty
Jears with unrelenting gzeal and enthuaiaam-ll The ioravians from
thelr founding to the present day have led other church bodles
in miassion efforts throughout the world.

At the turn of the nineteenth century William Carey appeared
on the scene. It was he who is often termed the Father of modern

Protestant missions. ' His lowly beglnnings as a cobbler, intense

8. Filled originally with the thought of "the world
for Christ," they came to interpret it "the world
for the Church.® Perhaps the most significant 1l-
lustrations...were Loyola and Xaviers The crowds
who in India looked upon Xavier almost as Christ
Himself were in turn looked upon rather as wit-
nesses to the power of the Church than as indl-
;}-duals to be aaved.zso
5 13 . . . L]

9. Latoube® e,% 2nsion vol. III, PPy 46-48.
Latourette; 'E_Rm, vole IV, p. 89.

10. Latourette, Tzpansion, vol. I1IL, pp. 278-279.
11. Ibiﬂ-. Pe 28 e
12. soper’ 22. 611:-, pl 123'




application to religious matters, and steadfast perseverance in
the face qf great trials bespeak éreat zeal in this mlaaionary.15
Eut one aspect of the mission attitude in the Pietistic
and later mlssion movemeénts demands our consideraflon. As men-
tioned before, Homan Catholiclam seems to have emphasized the
glory of the Church rather than the glory of God as ths end of
missions. W%ith the Froteatant movements for misslons in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries came an emphasis upon the
need of men for the saving -:‘;'ospel.l4 The error does not seem to
be in a misconception of the truth, but rather in the emphasis of
a lesser truth, that of need, and the soft-pedaling of a greater
truth, the comnand of Christ. Thé later implications of this
false emphasis will appear in the next section. Already in this
period however, it seems to show the ephemeral nature of the
enthuslastic movement.l® That this death of mission interest in
less than a century was directly the result of a wrong emphasis
in motive is too much for us to say. Dut wrong emphasis on mls=-

sion motive seems to run psrallel to the general, wrong emphasis

13. Latourette, Expansion, vol. IV, pp. 66-G9.

l4¢. The one suﬁrema object comes to be the saving of
men. It crowds out even the command. Then comes
another stage. 7The man once brought to the light
reveals the possibilities of his nature, and the
desire to save him from spiritual death 1s supple-
mented by the desire to dsvelop in him the full
Spiritual 1life.

Soper, op. cit. « 232, 3

15. OpraiIEE the giegt missionari instutute, we feggﬂfhat:
Before the end of Schwarti's ife the firgs o ple=y
aiog%ry enthu 1asTh12o§%% e were burning low a
cru ? e
S tounces® Bxoanaion, voL. III, p. 280.
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of the Pletiatlc movement, the emphasis on feeling.

At the opening of the nineteenth century, the cause of
missions had experlenced a varled life for three centuries.
Vilith the esarly reformers, Luther in pﬁrticulnr, mission Intereat
was emphasized but to a certaln extent tacitly limited. With
the growth of the Calvinlstic emphasis on the Divine Will, the
cause of mlsslons éuii@red severely; 1t tecame blasphemy to try
to surplement God's wlll in saving souls. Thus 1t fared through-
out "Ortthoxy.“ In violent reaction Fietism arose, emphasized
mlssions for the bettering of the state of the lost heathen,
but its empheals was, speaking in terms of centuriles, 1ittle
more then a flash in the pan. Thls was the situation at the
beginning of the nineteenth century when Willlam Carey, with his
strong following, had taken command of the acene in England and
opened a new era in the work of misslons. The German missionary

socleties followed snd surpassed his leade.
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1800 A.D. to the Present
ilodern Missions

This period presents considerable difficulty to the anglyat.
One does not have the perspective of time that makes snalysis
practicable. Furthermore, this period covers the time of a great
surge in mission interest and vork and concerns numerous church
bodies and sects of all tyées. Sources are more readily avall-
able for thls period, but they are overpoweringly numerous, and it
i1s difficult to judge their representative qualitles. For these
reasons and for the sake of brevity in thls introductory section
of the paper, the writer will make his remarks about gensral
trends and will confine the bulk of the references to .the foot-
notes.

With the zesl and fervor of the 5reat.mission leader, Carey,
the nineteenth century opened au:piciougly. England had become a
great commeréial nation with foreizn holdings and from her people
the mission impulse gathered much strength. Germen mission so-
cleties contributed much also; as, later, did the American so-
cleties.l

A variety of approaches to the problem of mlssions came

1. Latourette, K. S., Anno Domini, p. 169, emphasizes the vigor
of Europesn and American Chrlstianity in the growth of nineteenth
century missionse :
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with the new zeal. Hudson Taylor of the China Inland iilssion
urged the self-support of missions, discouraging solicitation
of funds.2 5.'.11_191',' among many othersa, founded the Hadras Christian
College with the purpose in mind to bring all of India’ to Chrlst-
ianlty by e slow process of cultural development.® lany hoped
for the conversion of entire nations;* some still urged the
conversion of single converts.® Some., such as LDuff and Richard,
felt that the education and conversion of the rich and influ-
ential would bring whole nations to Christ.s All these varied
opinlons on approach indicute a diversity of opinlion which zoes
back to the basic questlon of motive and command. These differ-
ences exlat to the gresent day and are more carefully and complete-
ly delineatea in the discussions of the twentleth century.
Significant among these discussions are the three lnter-
national missimary conferences in Edinburgh (1910), Jerusalem
(1928), and Madras (Tambaram) (1938) and the Laymen's Inquirye
The last represents the radical wing in its desire to emphasize
the humenitarian side of misslons. In its report, Rethinking
Hlssions, the Laymen's Inquiry Eoard offers nunorous objections
to the existing state of mission affairs. It urges more cooper-

ation with heathenism. It demanda a more complete rellgious,

2. Latourette, Expansion, vole VI, P- 329.
5- Ib-l.d-' p- 190-
4-. __is d.' p- 4\5”.

Se ‘Ld. Be 52 VOl. IV.
6. "T_E'fa'.: vol. {’1, p. 319.
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social, ethicel program in missions. It urges further emphasis,
and slmost excluslve emphasis upon humanitarian work, rather

than upon evangelization. Generally it shows an extreme reaction
to the conservative form of conducting missions. It demanded a
considersble change in the procedure of misaion work for the
future. This movement Gid not gein anﬁ amoﬁnt of support and
leaves only some literature as its record.’

The meetlngs in Edinburgh and Jerusalem did much to consoli-
date Protestant mission effort. Edinburch conti.:-ibuted a compre-
hensive review of world missions and a copious comparing of notes
oh methods and ap-p1=oachea.8 The Jerusalem meeting brought closer
scrutiny of existing conditions, and a careful examination of
faulty prectices; proselytizing, for- xample, was roundly con-
demned. ® .

In preparation ior the ladras. (Tambaram) conference, iKraemer
wrote his conservative volume, A Christisn liessage in & Non-=
Christian World, to state the stand: of missions in géneral at
thet time. HLe condemned and exhibited the weakmess of the syn-
cretism of the Laymen's Inquiry, demonstrating that a firm stend

on Christianity was the strongest weapon for effective mission

7. Rethinking jiilaslons, A Laymen's Inquiry After One Hundred
l?lr;ﬂ.amnassi-m. e e d -
tourette, Expansion, vol. s Pe ) :
8+ Kraemer, H:, The Chrlatlan Message in a Non-Christian ¥orld,
p. 56- ¢ e

9' Ibidt ®
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'ork.lo The liadras conference followed his lead in urging edu-
cation for the building of indigenous churches.ll

A cross sectlon of twentleth century mission literature
brings out the same pointa as deve_loped in this discussion of
rather officlal documents. Men of liberal views generally urge
the sharing principle and unionlism among various Christisn mis-
sion bodles.12 .

A number of new trends have developed generally in mission
circles, during this gerlod eape:ci-ally.‘ Chief among tﬁem was the
emphasis upon related humanitarian and educational projects con-
ducted together with the mlssion work proper. A8 we have seen
hefore, the place of these efforts was disputed; some sald that
they should remain the means to the greater end of eva_ngeli.zation;
others maintained that they served an end in themselves.lé
Another trend was to the uniform building of indigenous church
bodlies among some Protestant groups; although this move was op=
posed largely by those men who represented the view that Christ=
lanity and the other religions should work on a sharing basis.
This view obviated the Viestern institution of the church and
urged the spread of Christianity as a superior philosophy of life

10. Ibid. asslm.
1l. I-'Eﬁufe%?"ﬁxgansion. vole VII, p«55.
12, %:l:‘. E. Stanley Jones, %%‘.’.:%E gfesue %1 ons.

an Dusen, lia Pe, cee
' HoKengle,’J., Ths 3 Ol -rrr"fn'a'ra, Stilo
13 gmemer, Ininkimg Missions VIR U
‘OP. C
The Fun smentals, vol. XII, pp. 64-96.
e~ ah I bott Se. to Presbyterian church on progresa




to be connected to the heathen 'phi.loaophj_es,ls

Post-war talnklng and war~-time thinking have frequently
questioned the usefulness and a-rfectiveneas of Christian missions.
Much argument that missions did not stop wars and that heathen
nai:ions do not show the effect c_:f misslons has been bandied
about ligitlye This thinking has had its effect, not in the dis-
couragement of misslons, but rather in the more careful organi-
zation of mission stations and wot;k, and the determination to
make missions a more telling factor in the events of the world.
Christianity has been emphasized as the means of-settling the
world's problems of war and peace. Among more liberal men, the
emphasis 1i s upon matters which to the Gospel are by-products
of the Christian's salvation through Chriat.

Perhaps the most important trend for our purposes is in the
motive .for misslons. That trend has a close relatlonship to the
trends in approach and method. Those other trends indicated a
deeper interest in the tempo.ral difficulties and an emphasis on
humgnitarian work. Logically thece trends branch from and are a
part of the motive of missions which emphasized the great need of
pPeople, almost to the exclusion of any command or directive from

God. Even among conservative circles that polnt is emphasized

15. cf. Jones, J. Pe, India its Life and Thought t, Christ and
the Buddha," pp. 338-373.




mord!.nately.le This may have its logical development from the
modern emphasls on humah Judgment in religion and the ignoring
of the divine authority as a basla of faith.

16. Thus Zwemer, the great Presbyterisn proponent for lioham-
medan missions throughout the world, endorses the missionary
hymn, ¥From Greenlend'!s Icy liountains, as a complete argument
for the mission project.

One could scarcely crowd an argument for the

basis, the aim, the motive and the goal of

missions into amaller compasas than we have

in these four verses of eight lines each.

Zwemer, o Op. eit-' Pe 77.
It is significant to note in this connection that the hsmn by
Reginald Heber deala distinctly and exclusively with humasn need
and omits mentlon of divine command.




Conclusiona on Higtorical Analysis

-

During the ccurse of this dlacussion on the historical de-
veloprflant of the attitué_le toward the mission motive, we have
discussed nineteen centurles of progress and meny leaders and
groups interested in misslons. In summary it would be well for
us to outline the trends, if any, vrhic-lll the attitude of the
~ ohurch has taken during those céni_:uries.

The central attitude about which these trends have circu-
lated is this, that the Gospel should be preached to people be-
cause they need salvation, but particularly because the Lord
Jesus hag commanded it. In the early centurles, the mlasion
motive seems to have remained close to this central attitude.
But with the rise of the Roman Catholic hierarchy, the emphasis
has shifted from the commsnd of God and His glory, to the command
and glory of the Church. This emphasis remains to the present

day in the Roman Cathollec church. In the great religlous conguest

of barbarian Europe, in the Crusades, and in the Jesult expansion
of t.he Counter-Reformation this was particularly in evidence.

 With the Reformatiom, the misslon motive gained purification.
With Luther, the command of Cod and His power in fulfilling thils

work became very strong as a working motive. In Calvinism, the
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authority and power of God came in for strong emphasis, almost to
the excluslion of human activitye. This exclusion of human activity
grew 1n the movement of Orthodoxye A violent reaction arose in
the Pletistlc movement, among the lMoravians and the Methodists.
Among these people .the emphasls began to 1ie on the need of people
without Christ, although the command and authority of God still
came In for consideration. The mission motive died completely

in the realm of Rati-nalism, but with the opening of the nlne-
teenth century it gained new life. The emphasis, however, turned
more end more %o the need of humans and less and less to the com-
mand of Cod. With the emphasis upon the spiritual need of men,
came the emphasis upon physical need, in some cases eliminating
the spiritual need entirely. At the present time emphasis remalns
upon human need, often far away from the original central motive

of God's command first and human need second.
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THE MISSION COMXAND

General Remarks

Much as we may be inclined to speculate about the thoughts
~of men on this subject so vibtal to church expansion, we can gain
total conviction of the correct course only by referring to the
source of all true Christian thought, Scripture. All of history's
-attitude on this subject 1s but.one composite of judgments, true
eand false, on what the Savior sald, or should have sald, on this
matter. From Ecripture we must o.btain our convictions concerning
-the mission command. |

Of all the mission commends in the bible, the one recordea
in Hatt. 28, 16-20 is the be#t known. The substance of this
comnand of our Savior occurs five times in the New Teatament.
The liatthew passaze and that in Mark 16, 15 and 16 were very
‘possible uttered et approximately.the same time, during one of the
last appearances of Christ.l fThe commends in Luke 24, 46-49 and
in Acts 1, 8 seem to have been given during Lis last appesarance
to the disciples in Jerusalem, shortly before the Ascension.2
John 20, 21-23 contains a command issued in one of the earlier

Post-resurrection appearances, that of the night of Easter day.d

l. Robertson, A. T. mony of the Cospels P 249.
Ederaheiﬁjnf, fite %ar =~Hhe itessiah, vol. II, p.G5L,
2. Kobertson, Harwmony, DPs

' erﬂheim, (] .' VO].. I]-, pl 652.
S: Robertson, 'H'Ermon 46.

EderSheim' -Q-E. LY} VO].. II, p! 643.

et
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Two earller commands of Christ directly connected with the
mission of His epostles occurred in the Galilean? and later Ju-

deans

ministries. The former dealt with tho commissioning of the
twelve dlsciples to preach the Gospel to the people of Israel,
iia.t‘l:. 10, 1-42; uark 6, 7-13; Luke 9, 1=6.5. 'Ihe latter was ad-
dressed to seventy followers of Jesus who were to precede Him

in His travels. This is recorded in Luke 16, 1-16, '

The final command of any person 1s loglcally his most compel-
ling will. Therefore we shall deal primarily with the commands
that Jesua uttered after Hls resurrection. But it will be neces-
sary for us to investigate these earlier commands of. our Savior;
for 'wa may well expect an important, integral relation between
the two sets of commends. We shall also wish to determine any

further informetion in the earlier commands which the Savior

4Qld not repeat in His final marching orders.

4. Robertson, op. cit., pps 79-80.
Edersheim, op. cit., vol. I, p. 64l.

S. Robertson, op. eit., p. 120.
Edersheim, ope. clte, vole II, Ps 136.

6. For harmony see Robertson, op. cit., pp. 78-82.




The Authority

vAl1l power 1s giyan unto iie in heaven and in earth." @Hatt.
28, 18) "Thus it 1s written «.. that repentance and remission of
sins should be preached in His name among all nations." (Luke
24, 46-47) "As liy Father hath sent Me, so send I you." (John
20, 21) These statements constitute the authority upon which
desus bases lilas entire cc:mmmui._~ If we investigate thils queation
of the authority for the command, we shall be akble to realize
1ts importance for all Christians.

The basls on which Christ founds the aﬁthor;ty for Iils pomr_’
mission to lils apostles 1s_ﬁis deity. In the three passages °
mentioned above He makes 1t very clear; in the other commlssion=
ing passages it 1s implied by His very giving of a command that
1s so world-sweeping.

_ In Natthew 28, 18, Christ lays the foundation with the
words, "All gower is given unto lie in heaven and in earth." Per-
haps a better translation for £5ovn< is "authority-“l Lut
the transletion can hardly affect the Implication: Christ as-

cribes to Himself prerogatives which God alone can possess, an

1. Revised Standard Version, The New Testament of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, p. T T
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authority to rule the universe and with 1t, of course, the power
to exert that authorii:y.g' Wi.-ti-i this statement of Eis deity, He
Introduces lils comnisslon'.'?’-"ro the disciples, Christ's resur-
rection was a final proof of His superiority over other men, of
His supreme authority, of His very Godhoa#t.® Thus Thom;a_-(.]'ohn
20, 28), Peter (Acts 3, 15), Paul (Rom. 1, 4), and John (Rev.

1, 5) made confession of that very fact.

[In Luke 24, 46 Jesus calls upon Scripture as H!.s' authority
and by means of it establishes His own authority. He takes
Seripture as a testimony to His work - Hils suffering, His resur-
rection, and now the propagation of H-i.a Gospel.® The disciples
had been witnesses of the first two of these works of Christ and
they had been convinced of His deity through them. Now they were
to become agents of the result of His first two works, of the

salvation of nations. . Their é.uthority: Scripture, which pointed

"to the divine vork of the God-ian, Christ, effecting the sal-

vation of men.

2. Expositors'Gre:k Tastamaht, ed.uﬂ‘-1 E.tai;.‘ollﬁ 5_:"1' I, p. 339.
3. The majesty oi Christ isthe gro ) or
sen%in‘é g for their allowigg themselves to be
sent. ) P
Lange-Schaff, A Commentary on the kol 1§_w_12t_lz_r_ea_, Critical,
Dootrinal, end Homi Tetioals volo V1T BT
« The suszgestion
The refgrence may be to the resurrect:loni ang.
the meaning that that event 1pso facto place
ggsusi%n alpositéoxil‘e gi aﬁgﬁgr.vogf.l?og- 1eod
:xpositors' (ree 2 . . A
has validity for t;is case, provided that it is apglied subjective

ly to the d d their faith, and not objec ively to the
Power which ggg:%sh:g gained; for fle had this power from eternity
as the Son of God. b

B2 Zahn,ornegdor, Kommentar zum Neuen Testament, vol. III,

PP« 730-731.
Ex Eéitora' Greek Testament, vole I, pe 650.
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"As my Father sent Me, so send I you." (John 20, 21) - With
these words Christ authorizes His commission in John's Gospel.
In only a very limitec way coﬁld the work of the apostles be

considered parallel to that of Christ. He saved and preached;

they preached only.6 But the acts of sending are almost entirely
" parallel. God sent Ilis Son; Christ, the Son, and God also, sent
His discliples.
; In His high priestly prayer, Christ utters the same words:
"As Thou hast sent me Into the world, even so have I also sent
them into the world." (John 17, 18) Already at that time He had
glven them the commission. He would repes® 1t agaln, with tyis
as Hia'aqthority: the Father sent me; now I am sending you; {or
I and the Father are one..' Again, Christ refers to His deity,
the deity that worked the salvation of méh, as.the authority for
lils commissioning Hié disciples.

In the two other references to- the Great Commission, Christ
does not introduce His command with this authorizing.statement.
But thatlis hardly necessary; for in His person, particularly
in HEis Risen Person, He carried as strong an authorization as
one could demand for any project, particularly for one which

proclaimed Him."

g:-ul-enski, R. C. H., Interpretation of New Testament, vol. I1I,
p. 5.

7. Expositors'! Greek Testament, vol. I, P 844.

8. Even Latouretts, who questisna the clarity of any mission

command and purpose in Christ (Latourette, Anno Dominl, p. 4),
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41t is interesting and important to note that Christ's ref-
erences to His delty in these cases are all connected with the
“work that He has done for men. This 1s particularly clear in
the 'I.uke passage where the command 1s 30 closely linked with the
aufferingkand resurrection. In the John passage, the sending
of Jesus by the Father 1s obvious in its purpose, the work of
salvation. In the latthew passage this implication 1s not as
clear, but it is no doubt contained in Christ's tacit reference
to His "authori.ty-givi:ng" resurrection, the seal for all His

work.

7

8. claims:
The endurlng influence of Jesus has been due to
the response which men have given to that life.
Latourette, Anno Domini, p. 8,
and
The experience of the past nineteen centurles,
however, gives him assurance that in 1t Jesus
1s central, that the dominant forces in the
universe are on the side of Jesus, and that
ultimately God and His Christ will prevall.
Ibid-, De 240,
Note: This statement is quoted merely for the sake of presenting
Latourette's view concerning the influence of the supernatural
nature of Christ, not for the sake of endorsing his apparent
universalism.
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The Commissionees

Our next prcblem ls: Who received the command? Our firsat
and most obvious answer ls: the Eleven, and later, Paul. Zut
was thls comwand restricted to the Eleven? Did Christ indiéﬁte
that only certain ones were called? VWaa therse anything ln the
command that limited it, or part of it, to the Eleven alone?

Or was the commend definlitely transferred from the Eleven to
others ‘also? Was 1t distinctly made unlvirsal?

The first 6r the post-Resurrection commissions was issued
on Easter Night. John is very brief in his description of the
details, but ldentifies the incident as happening on "the same
day at evening, being the first day of the week." (John 20, 19)
Thep, after Jesus had identified Himself, e gave them the com-

‘mission. (John 20, 21) Luke deals with the same incident;l but

he does not record this particular commission. He tells of
Jesus' talk with the Emmaus disciples (Luke 24, 13-32), of their
return to the rest of the disciples (Luke 24, 33~-36), and of
Jesus! appearance to the assembled group (Luke 24,” 36-43). Eut
Luke does add the additicnal historical note that "they ( the

l. Robertson, Harmony, Pe 245.
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Emmaus disciples) ... returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven
gathered together, and them that were with them." (Luke 24, 33)
Therefore, Christ must have appeared to and directed His bestowal
of the Office of the Keys and the commission to more than the
Eleven. This bestowal could not have been narrowed down to the
Eleven unless lHe had sald so explicitly; if it had been, Thomas'
absence would have added a further coxrq:.l:l.cmi::lcm.'2 The counter-
argument, that the Apostles were a group apart by themselves and
that' therefore Christ meant them alone, has little to support

it. Also the argument, that Jesus simply implied that the com-
mission was to apply only to the Apo:;ﬂ:les.5 evidently does not
glve full credit to the parallel inspired record of Scripture,
which indicates that others were present at the time of the com-

missioning; nor to the eternal foresight of Christ.
The appearance at which Christ gave the Great Commlssicn 1s

2. But, as St. Luke is careful to inform us, with
them were the others who then assoclated with
theme. 7This 1s of extrome importance, as marking
that the words which the Risen Christ spoke on
that occasion were addressed not to the Apostles
as such - a thought forbidden also by the ab~
sence of Thomas = but to the Church, although 1:
may be as personified and represented by such o .
the 'Twelve,' or rather 1Eleven,' as were presen
on the occaslion.

Edersheim, op. cit., vol. II, DPe 642.

It 1s o mistake to make the first gift of pe:ce
include all the disciples present, and thgn o
say that the second gift refers only to the
apostlea in the companye

LGaki, g- _G_j;io, Vol- III; p. 1344'

3. International Critical Commentary, vol. Xik, p. 677.
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recorded twice in the Gospels. (iatt. 28, 16-20; liark 16, 15-184)
In eddition, Paul refers to thls appearance in his great Resur-
rection chapter. (I Cor. 15) Among his proofs for the resur-
rection of our Lord, he states that "He was seen of over five
hundred brethren at once." (I Cor. 15, 6)

That this 1s the seme incldent as the one of the Creat
commisaion,s 1a indicated by two statements in Hatthew 28. 1In
verse 16 we are told that the eleven di{ciples went to a place
"where Jesus had appointed them." For Jesus to agpear t; five
hundred disciples at once almost demanded some special appoint-
ment,e particularly since Jesus 4id no£ a.pear to the general
public after His Resurrection. He avolded the Pharisees and
other unbelievers after His Resurrection. (Matt. 26, 64) That
this appointment and the appearance to the five hundred are the
same, seems at least very probable.

The other statement, closely allled to.the first, 1s that
recorded in Matt. 28; 17, that "some doubted." The Fleven had
evidently been convinced of liis Resurrection (John 20, 20.28)
and therefore were not the ones who doubted. The expression,
"some douhted;" indlcates that a larger number of people wers

at this particulsr mountain at the time,” most probably, the

"over five hundred brethren.”

ﬁ %- Some doubts have arisen on thetgenuineng::1:r%gg;k&§§,
T oubt ed on gme t od By
°° ar ers enukne; a
W L R R R C
!!EEEEE Graece, Editio sexta declma.

g- ggEgrtson,zharmnn , Do 240
. . Nnotoe
7. Ex oaltgrs' ureek Testament, vol. 1II, P- 920.
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Furthermore, the fact that liatthew says that the eleven
disclples went to the mountain which Jesus had appointed, does
not by any means exclude tho posslibility that other people were
there besides the eleven disciples; nor does it imply that the
Great Commlssion was directed only to them. The expression,
-"some doubted," immediately precedes the commissioning, which
was then directed to doubters and firm believers alike. Hatthew's
purpose in speaiing of the Eleven specifically is probably to
draw chlef attention to these who had been Jesus' close compan-
lons and disciples throughout His ministry. For they, of course,
would be expected to take the lead in the nrogram of world evan=
gelization. Eut it is impossible for us to support the claim
that this Commnission or its c_ontemporary parallel in lark were
directed exclusively to the Eleven remalning disciples; much
easier and sounder would it be to claim that Christ gave this
task to sll iis erstwhile followers, even to those whose faith
limped with doubt. :

The situation in Luke 24, 46-49 and Acts 1, 8 1s even more
indefinite. At this point Luke does not keep the chronology

clear; perhaps he felt that that matter was accurately manazed by

‘the earlier evanzellsts. He dates the first appearance of Jesus

to the Eleven (Luke 24, 13.33.36) and then describes Jesus' other

8ayings and asppearances in undated suquence. (Luke 24, 44-49)

His repetition of the same thoughts in Acts 1, 8 in close con=
nection with the Ascension would lead us to believe that both of
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these incldents took place 1mmed1atel§ before the Ascension.®

But this final commlssion was not given at the mount of Ascension,
for Jesus charged them with 1t while they were assembled togethere.
(Acts 1, 4) Then He led them out over against Bethany and as-
cended into heaven. (Luke 24, 50) Logically, we can conclude
that He i;‘swta this commission to the same group who saw Him as-
cend. It i3 dlificult to determine who were in that group. At
least the Eleven were included.? But Acts 1, 14 speaks of sev-
eral women and Jesus' brethren who remained with the Eleven;

that they were present at the Ascension, we are not told, but it
seems at least probable. Again in Acts 1, 21 and 22 we are told
that the requirements of Judas' successor were that ﬁe should have
béen a constant companion of Christ to the day of lils Ascension.
Two, Barsabas and Matihias, were chosen. (Acts 1, 23) Others

may well have been eliglble in this respecte. Vhile these men
_vwere not necessarily eye-witnesses of Hls Ascenslon, i1t appears
more than likely thet they were. If they were, this final com=
misslion probsbly was directed to them as well as to the Eleven.
This final commission, then, was directed to. more than the Elevenj;
the afore-mentioned indications; point to that conclusion very
_ 8trongly.

In this comnection, we must turn to the account of Jesus!

8. Robertson, Harmony, ps 250 3

9. All the sgrnoptic C-:::spals end Acts seem to imply at lgast
that, "they" seems to indicate the Eleven or the Eleven an
othe :

'S .
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sending out the Twelve during the perilod of His Galilean min-
istry. (Matt. 10; HMark 6, 7-13; Luke 9, 1=-6) In this case,
there 1s little doubt; Jesus sent out only the Twelve. Natthew
even names them. (iHatt. 10, 2-4) He endowed them with special
povers and gave them specific Instructions. But this commission
had a strong "interim" natures And, even more s!.gni.f:l_.cantly, im-
mediately before this interim commission, Jesus instructs the
disciples: "Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He
will send forth labourers into His harvest." (Matt. 9, 38) By
this instruction He implies, at leaat, that the general task was
not to be restricted to them alone.

Because of the interim nature of this task of the disciples,
and because of the admonition to pray for more vworkers for that
same task, we must conclude that chr:l.at- did not wiqh to make the
Twelve His only witnesses. His later commission to the Seventy
during His later Judean ministry (Luke 10, 1-16) emphasized this
fact even more definitely. It is true that Christ had glven more
explicit instructions to the Twelve, that He formally invested
them with more powers 10 gut it 1s also true that Chrlst gave
the Seventy the commission to preach the Gospel, (Luke 10, 9)
even though this was also an interim messure. To them, also, He
urged the prayer that God would increase the workers in the har-

veat. (Luke 10, 2) ﬁey, too, were not to be the only messengers

of the Cospel.

40. Edersheim, op. cit., vol. II, PP 135-136.
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Matthew'!s Creat Commisslon brings up one more point in re-
gard to the people to whom the mission command was extended.
After glving the milssion emmd and instructions, Jesus assures
the disciples of His preserce "even ‘to the end of the world;"
(Matt. 28, 20) "to the close of the age."'l Whether, in their
8till rather unperceptive state (Acts 1, 6_), the apostles realized
the implicatloh of this statemont, or whether they confined 1ts
scope to their own lives, we cannot tell absolutely. But that
Christ meant it for longer than that time, we can be sure, for
the "age," if that 1s the translation, was the time Intervening °
between His ascension ard His return in glory. This would also
be the implication with the translation, "world." The apostles
evidently realiged this, for almost immediately they raised the
question about the time and nature of the end of the age, the
coming of Christ's kingdom. (Acts.l, 6) What they dld not know
was how long the world would remain.

Since we accept this promise as extending to the disciples
for a long time to come, for a longer time than the disciples
then present would live, we are justif'ied in assuming that Christ
spoke this for later disciples, too. Those later disciples would
not hear the Great Commission from His 1ips, but they would read
its record in the books of His evangelists and know that it ap-=

plied to them also.

1l. Revised Standard Version, p. 72.
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The upshot of our study of the pre-Resurrection commissions
is this: We must be very careful not to generalize from these
interim measures of Chirist. But even if we do, we will only
fortify the theslas that the commission extended to all of Gﬁriat'a
disciples and not the Twelve or the Eleven alone. The pdat—
Resurrection conmissions are, of course, the basls for this
conclusion. They conclusively apply the miésion command to more

than the Eleven.
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The Reclplents of the llessaze

Our third questi n 1a: Vhom was this call to 1nf1uon;:e?
Where were the apostles commlssioned to'go and to whom were they
supposed to tring their message? What effect, 1f any, was thelr
nationalistic preference to have on the scope and srea of thelr
work? 4

Four of the five commissions to the disciples make this
matter very clear. "All nationg," (Matt. 28, 19) "every crea-
ture," (Hark 16, 15)1 "all nations, beginning at Jerusalem,"
(Luke 24, 47) "in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and
unto the uttermost part of the earth." (Acts 1, 8) The other
passage does not deal with this problem, but 1ts atatement,
"whose soever," admits of no limitations. (John 20, 23) In
these passages, Chriat makes it very clear that he wlshed the
message of the Apostles to reach all people. In each of them,
He lncludes a strong universal note.

: Several problems call for our attention. The word, "nation, "

3/ .
a""? in the Greek? andD.’:" Z in the I-Iebrew,3 had received the_

n
l. Revised Standard Version has "the whole creation.
2. cf. Thayor, E., Creek-English Lexicon of the New Testa-
M’ De. 168, col. 2.
3. Harkavy, A., Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary, p- az.
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technical meaning, CGentlles. But Christ did not rule out the
Jews; for He included them in the instructions to begin in Je-
rusalem, the very stronghold of Jewry. (Luke 24, 4'2;; Acts 1, 8)

Of all these passages, the one recorded in lark 16, 15 1s the
atrongest. It apparently goes beyond the realm of humanity in
its acope of misslon eo:qmand.. In 1t Ghr:lét instructs i;he-dia-
ciples to preach the Gospel to "every creature.®® In ax;ite of
the parallel to Romans 8, 21, in which the deliverance of all
creation 1s referred to - but not the evangelization of more
than men - the interpretation 1s better that in this passage
Christ uses a vivid plcture to bring out the complete and un-
compromising universality of His commission to Hls Apostles.

"The uttormoat part of the earth" (Acts 1, 8) has been the
aubject of some interesting speculation. What did Christ mean
with this phrase? Did He mean the uttermost part of the then-
lmown world, or of the entire world? Some commentators suggest
Rome as the uttermost part of the earth.5 The disciples may have

understood this to be the meaning when the Lord gave them thils

4. The interpretatlion of this passage has caused much dis-
agreement., :
We find no reason to limit ... this phrase to
the conception "all men® ... com. Rom. 8, 21.
Lange-Schaff, op. cit., vol. XVIII, p. 161.
Wiry tp «eury glves more emphatic expression to
the universal destination of the Gospel than
kts. S
- Expositors!  Greek Testament :gl. I, g;sﬁg; e
« The t o e earth may p o
1ca%§t§g$g“fggr that capital of tge worldhrep-
raaentgdha%% the lmggn n%g ons ofpthe earth.
ange=ucha OPes ClGe . - .
Expgaitors' (’.ira‘gk Testement, vol. II, pe 67.
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commnand, although we have no definite indication that they did.
Eut to clalm that Jesus meant Rome exclusively militates against
the unity of Scripture. It 1s true, this !'.hterpretation would
round out the book of the Acts beautifully, for then the com=
mand of Christ would have been llterally fulfilled at the close
of the book;e but' the pﬁrallel passagés dealing with the utter
universality of the mission command far outwelgh this argument.
"To the uttermost pﬁrt of the earth" rethins its natural meaning
of a universal commission.

Luke 24, 47 has a rather violent grammatical usage in "be-
gioning at Jerusalem."! Evidently, 1t 1s necessary to su:ply "that
ye should preach® before the phrase in question. While this
matter is not vital to the dilscussion, our interpretation does
connect this phrase with the command and not merely with a pre-
diction of our Lord.

But what is the relation of these passages to the earlier
commissions of Christ to the Iwelve and to the Seventy? (ilatt.
10, 1-42; Horik 6, 7-13; Luke 9, 1-6; Luke 10, 1-16) To them He
gave a definitely restrictsd scope of activity. EKe sent them
only to the people of Israel and not even to the Samaritans.
(Hatt. 10, 5'-6) (Luke 10, 1) How do we know tha:t these com=

?
mands were to supersede the earlier commandse

6. Expositors! Greek Testament, vol. II, D. 67
7. 1t 1s duﬂc 11: to decide hetween ijlggﬂthia as
:hralder viohenﬁa g.naggce ded ﬂn ma g hs,
beginning o new sen tence, "Beglinnl om

Eggalemj_%e ar}gm wttnes;es of these th!LmE"f‘ﬁ

AR 63+
Internatlona{ cgitica Commentary, Luke, pe &
cf. Expositors’ Ureek Testament, vol. I, p. 650.
Nest €, Ofie C te, Do £29.




49

In katt. 10, 5-€ Jesus tells the twelve disciples not to go
"into the way of the CGentlles, and into any city of the Samari-
tans." But rather He comranded them to go to "the lost sheep
of the house of Israecl." In the parallel passages, desal ing with
-t.he sending of the Twelve, lie does not repeat this injunction;
but in Luke 10, 1 He sends them into "every city and place whither
He Himself would o:ome."

It is difficult for us to determine the relationship between
these two passazes; but since the discipi.ea, both- the twelve and
the seventy, are gilven simllar commands (Matt. 10, 7; Luke 10, 9)
‘and exercise similar powers, (Matt. 10, 1; Luke 10, 17) .1t 1s
no doubt valid for us to conclude that their purpoaes.were gen=
erally the samc. Accordingly we may state that the disciplea
were to precede Christ in His journeys and for that purpose were
to eonfine their activities to the people of Israel, with whom
He Himself was primarily concerned during His 11fetime.8 . This
Injunction then was temporary in nature; it was a directive to
be heralds for the Lord Himself.

But even in the restricting words in Hatthew, Christ glves a
hint that thoy are not to be permenently binding.? The way in

8« The reason for Christ's desling primarily with the Jews is

another matter with which we cannot deal here. .
9. The'very prohibition implies a consclousness tha

on G would go the way of the Gentiles.
Exeog'g' agg? Egggletlmestmeﬁt, vol. 1, De 5359.
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which He emphasizes them to the dlsciples implies that they are
meant to be only a temporary and general exception to the pro-
phecies of the universality of the Gospel, prophecles from the
prophets (e.ge Isalah 55, 5) and prophecies spoken during Christ's
own life-time on earth, (c.g« Luke 2, 10.32; John 3, 16).

The implicatlon of tha.t.consciousness was clearly stated in
Christ's words of Hls final commisslon, words which sent lis
disciples into all parts of the world. Mo matter how restrictive
the earlier instructions of Jesus might have been, this command
superaseded them and set them aside, not as error, but as a prin-
clple that was the Savior's wi'll earlier, but not l1n accordance.
with the Savior's will for lils disciples! future worke1? Eut
ve must use care when we speak of the universal commission as
@ new feature. It 1s a new feature if we compare the two com=-
missions. But to say that Christ first introduced the universal
aspect into His work -at the time of the Creat COmmigion is
Taulty 011 That the 01d Testamont Scriptures spoke frequently
of the universality of the Gospel cannot be denled. It would take

us too far afield to go into that matter. Eut Christ Himself was

10. %ith these words - and thils is the new feature in
~ the present instructions - the -ErevIoua prohibli-
tion.dX. 5, was cancellgd,iandtohgh :pgggggigopig-
-8 : on d °
Hoyor, he he He, Opitioal and Exegetical Handbook to the
Gospel of Matthew, vol. II, De 501
11. The obligation of the Apostles to make other men
into disc¢iples of Christ was not NOW ... hgi.t?
1t new that the Apostolic commission and C 8

o)
=

own commission which He initlated through Translation)

Apostles should be spread out over all humankinde {

Zahn, op. cit., vol. I, pe 714.
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fully conscious of the unilversallty of His work and impressed the
same upon His dlsciplea. Already in the earliest part of His
miniatry, in the night when Jesus was speaking with Nicodemus,

He apoke of the "world" which God loved so much that He sent His
Son to dle for it. (John 3, 16) To His disciples who wondered
at His approaching the woman of Samaris with the Goapel, Jesus
spoke of the whitening harvest among those very Samaritana whom
He later excluded from His temporary oommilsslon to the twelve.
(John 4, 35) In His sermon on the mount, Jesus again spoke of
the earth and of the world without any restriction to the dJdewish
nation. (kMatt. 5, 15-16) 1In LHis encounter with the centurion
of Capernaum, He praised that Gentile's faith and spoke of the
salvation of heathen nations. (Matt. 8, 10=-11) The parable of
the Mustard Seed strongly implied the coming of the Gospel and of

~ the Kingdom to the Gentiles. (Matte 13, 31-32) All these say-

Ings of Jesus- occurred before His commission to the twelve or

to the seventy.'® fThat is why we must maintain that the univer-

sality of 1;he commission was nothing new when it came, and that

the earlier commissions were definitely temporary in their scope.
Eut Christ continued to speak of a universal Kingdom and a

universal Gospel. To the Syro-Phonecian woman He told His pri-

mary object of preaching to the Jews, but He gladly answered

her request. (ilerk 7, 27-30) At a later date, before His later

-~

12. cf. Robertson, Hirmony, pp. 25-80 on sequence of events.




Judean ministry, Jesus commissioned disciples to go ahead of Him
into Samaria to prepare the people for Him. Though the Samari-
tans did not wish to accept Jesus, He still desired their con-
version and let Hls ‘Giscliples know that desire of His in no un-
certain terms. (Luke 9, 51-56) In His diascourse on the Good
Shepherd, Jesus spoke of "other sheep" whom He would still bring
into His fold. (John 10, 16) His parable of the Great Supper
considered those who would replace the rebellious Jews at the
feast of heaven. (Luke 14, 18-24) His joy at having the Greeks
come to see Him further develops our understanding of Hls desire
to bave all men saved. (John 12, 26-23)

In Eis closing discourses Jesus speaks of the final sign of
the ond of the world, the proaching of the Gospel iIn all the
world. (iark 13, 10; Matt. 24, 14) Perhaps He was adding another
encouregement to Iis discipdas to do this work of world missions
by placing this goal before them, the goasl of bringing the end of
the world closer throuzh universal Gospel preaching. Whatever Lis
motive, His statement 1s clear; the Gospel must be preached In
all the world,

Perhaps one of thé most interesting indications of the place
of Cospel universality in Jesus' teaching comes out in the story
of the voman anointing His feet 1n the house of Simon, the Leper.
(Matt. 26, 6-13; Mark 14, 3-9) When the disciples complain about
the waste of money, Jesus rebukes them and commends the womane.

Then He adds, "hheresoever this gospel shdll be preached in the
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vhole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done, be
told for a memorial to her." (Matt. 26, 13; liark 14, 9) &e
gives no command herc; He doesn't even predict anything like the
universality of the Gospel; He just takes 1t for granted. What
more cogent proof could we ask that the Gospel is meant for all
men, and that Ckrist had this in mind long before He entered upon
the suffering that would make that Gospel possible at 1111‘?]":5

To return to the claim that the universality of the Gospel
as urged In Hatthew 28 was not a new thing for Christ or the
disciples, we aee that the Cospels are literally packed with
direct statements zbout the Cospel's significance for the world.
Far too numerous to mention are the indirect references to this
fact in Christ's words and in thc goneral context of Ills state-
ments and actions. £E£ut, on the basis of the Cospel record, vie
should be entirely sefe in claiming that from the very outset of
His ministry Christ thought of the nevis of salvaticn as something
for all men. All restrictions which He placed on Hls dlsciples
were for the sake of fulfilling the tasks immedilately before Iiim,
that of preaching primarily to the Jews.

In two records of His final commisaion, Christ tells the
diseiples to begin at Jerusalem and to expand from that point.
(Luke 24, 47; Acts 1, 8) Why does He say this? Huch modern in-

terpretatian, at least in practice, seems to use this as an

13. Ixpositors' Creek Testement, vol. I, P- 309.
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argument for remaining in the home territory until it has been
covered and evangelized, if not converted. g
The opinion of the present writer 1s that this is purely
a practical cormand to the dlsciples. Christ did not expect
them to go?%he far parts oi the earth posthaste; that would have
been practicsl folly. Flrst they were to establish a mission
base in Jerusalem, from which they could spread out farther and
farther, to Judea, to Samaria, to the uttermost part of the earth.
Perhaps they thought back to Christ!s predictiona about Jeru=-
8alem and hesitated to taice that as hheir base. (Hatt. 24, 2)
Christ settled that question for them with Hls command. He gave
them this intensely practicel cormand to start in the city and
spread out from there. FEut to claim that here was a command of
Christ to evangelize the Jews first, primarily because of some
prior claim they had to the Gospel or on the affections of the
Jevish disciples is untenable ané disagrees strongly with the
idea of universal grace. Rather, it was practical to approach
the Jews first, In Jerusalem or elsevhers, because they knew well
the background to the Cospel in the 01ld Testament ancd could be-
come an indoctrinated nucleus for the new church.

Finally, agein, we nust mention the stetement of Christ thst
He would be with the disciples until the end of the world. (katt.
28, 20) As in the questions concerning the ones who were sent,

80 in this question concerning the ones who are to be evangellzed,
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the command must be extended beyond the lives of the disciples
up to our present day and vntll the day of Judgment, when Christ
will end this world. The "nations" concerned, then, are the
nations today and the nations that willl exist until Judgment Day,
as well as the nations of Christ!s time.

. In susmary, we may say that Chriast's command was universal;
the'Gospel was to go to all men; any restrictions that Ilie placed
on this universallty were purely for practical purposes, never
for the purposc of placing one nation higher in the rank of po-
tential vellevers than another. TFor Him, God loved all the world;

therefore Hec sent Hiz disciples out into all the world.
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The lNessage

We have spoken rather extensively of the basis of the mis-
sion command, of the people who are commissioned, and of the
people who are to be affected by the commission. BEut in doing
this, ve have not spoken of the actual burden of the commission.
Vie have used such terms as bringing the Gospel to people, telling
them of the grace of Gode This raises another questlon. What
did Christ tell the commissioned disciples to do for these reople
vhom they were to contact? What was the burden of the message of
these disciples to all nations of the world? And how were they
to convey that message to people?

This particular section of our discussion will not deal with
mission methods; that is beyond the scope of the-present papers
But 1t 1s necessary to consider just what Christ commanded the
commissioned dlsciples to tell the people whom they were to ap-
proach. Not the method, but the content of theilr message, plus

a few points on the approach that the commissions emphasize, are

germane to our discussione
1
Christ tells lis diseciples: "Go and teach <. teaching, "

(Matt. £8, 19-20) "preach the Gospel,” (Hark 16, 15) "Repentance

1. Hevlsed Standard Verslon has, Maake disciples of.®
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and remission of sins should be preached in His name ... ye are
witnesses of these thinga," (Luke 24, 47-48) "Remit and retain
ains," (John 20, 23) "Ye shall be witnesses of Me." (Acts 1, 8)

Briefly, Christ gives His disoiples inatructions to do their
work by word of mouth, by instruction. Not one word that He says
indicates that they might use some other means than telling
othors of the message He had given them; of course this testifying
would teke the form of the witness of the Christian 1life, (of.
Matt. 5, 16) but christ.doas not emphasize or refer to that here.
In these passages He indicates no method of force or politics
to bring people into the Kingdom of God.

The words which Christ uses are lndicative of a general
method which is of great 1mport;mce to us. That method is one of
direct and positive witnessing to the truth of the Gospel. As we
notice the terms that Christ uses, "preach,” "make disciples of,"
"teach," "witness,"” we reallze that these men were to bring a new
thing to the people of their times. This was not to be a matter
of national reform, of comparison and mutual sharing of cultures

and religious experiences, but the proclamation of a message to

people who knew nothing of 1t.2

2. To shere the -Gospel 1s not b!.blical terminology. In
relation to the ﬁessia‘n of the 01d Testamex;‘ti: aggedthe
Gospel message of the New Tegtament the wo bs =
more than one hundred nd rort tim s are: bas q.' 2

"to tell ; good tidin to announag.l.=
angellzo 0
eSaggeT18: Hto tqiy h°r°ve§1z,m°xr

apread zood news;"' laleo, - and
most frgquantl kerusao, "to herald or ::c%::.x:a_

Th ri is foreign to the =
megtigggaggla:y 1nn§elation to the message of sal
vatione.

Zwemer, op. cit., p« 28.




Perhaps one of the most Interesting facts about thia phase
of the mission command 1s that it is a command to convey a mes-
sage that has firat been glven to those commissioned. In this
respect the word, "witness," used in Luke and Acts, 1s partic-
ularly interesting. In luke, the disciples are apoken of as
witnessing to His dsath and Lis resurrection, and in Acts, as
teing witnesses of Christ. Thus, the disciples wers to teatify

to the deeds of Chrlst and to testify to Eim Eimself in their

work. S They were nol expected to do now things or to set up new
etiilcal standards, or to strike happy mediums or to found so-
cloties; they were mersly to testify to the Lord and to Ils
works. Their matorial was given to them; that material was the
Lord and the ;reat acts which Ee had done, chlefly His suffer-
ing and resurrection. (Luikke 24, 46) Eut more of this matter
lator. The chlef point is that the discizles were sent as
witnesses, or testifiers; their matcrial was given to tkem in
Christ and in lis workse

"Preach" (Mark 16, 15; Luke 24, 47) and "teach" (Matt. 28,
20) are two other expresasions whilch Christ used; they, too, are
load:d with meaning. The formar,K7chl/ in the Greek, denotes

a putlic proclamation of a message from somsonc else, as, for

oxample, the proclamatisn of a royal edlct by & herald.” The
latter indicates a more personal and lntense idea of complcte

ingtruction; but the liea of a publlc and general message is

Se Thayer, op. cit., ps 593

4e Ibid., pe 3406.
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maintained in the term, $¢$dke’in the Greek.® This latter

term 1s used frequently to refer to Christ's public ministry
among the people of Israel. Two thoughts present themselves
from these two terma; the first that the witnessing 1s to be
public, to groupas of people tosether. Perhaps here we have
another less direct reference to the universal nature of the
Great Commission. At any rate, we have a very strong indi-
cation that the Gospel 1s to be made known publicly and gener-
ally. Another thought of considerable importance 1s the em-
phasis on the oral ndture of the spread of the Gospel. In

all ?hase cases, and especially in these two expressions, the
personel, oral approach is strongly implled. Of course, 1t 1s
true, the other means of apreading the Gospel, by written word
an& by renresentative, are not forbidden; but nelther are they
commanded or urged. Therefore it is certainly valld for us

to infer from these expressions the vital importance of personal
testimony in the spread of the Cospel and the deep effectiveness
of the spoken word in that work. We could well refer to many
Practical Gemonstrations of this very fact, but tkhey also are

beyond the realm of this papers
Perhaps the best indication of the close personal relation-

8Lip and effect in the commission is contained in the expression

X 8 o
/‘47'[755(’/1“’, best translated "to make aisciples." Such a process,

5. Ibid- . 144 % :
6. Tinoont. iv. Re, Word Studles in the New Testamont, vol. I,

p. 149.
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the messaze of which we will discuss later, would demand a very
close relationship between the men commissioned to make the dis-
ciple and the men who is to be the disciple. A hint of that.
close relationshlip comes to us from the relationship of the
twelve to the Savior.

A final cogent indication of the intimate nature of this
comission ls denmonstrated by Jesus' command to the diasciples
concerning their tower to forgive sinse (John 20, £23) Iliere a
tremendous responsibility and privilegs was laid upon the com=-
missioned disciples, a rzsponsibility that déalt with the very
basic problem of eternal liie or death. Such was the personal,
dirsct nature of the work to which the Savlior commissioned
them. lor such a work, the direct spoken word was Ly far the
best; that spoken word Christ emphaslized as the vehicle for
this soul-saving message.

Eut what was the mesasaze? Vhat were they to convey with
their direct, spoken messages to people? In our key references,
Josus tells lils disciplea to "teach them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commended you," (Matt. 28, 20) "preach the
Gospel," (iark 16, 15) "Thus it is written, and thus 1t behooved

Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day; and

. that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in

Lis nane among all natians, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are

Witnesses of these things," (Luke 24, 46-48) "remit and retain

8ins," (John 20, 23) and "ye shall te witncsses unto Ha." (Acts 1,8)
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These Scripture references at first glance seem to be
@ifferent 1n a number of ways. Perhaps, there seems to be little
similarity amnong them. But one fact stands out boldly; Christ
places Hlmsell at the center of the messaze ln each case. In
the commands recorded in Luke and Acts, this 1s particularly ev-i—-‘
dent. The entire burden of ‘the message in Luke is "in Eis name."
In the Acts refercnce the dlaciples are simply commanded to be
"witnesses of iie." The Luke passage also provides an excellent
commentary on the other passages. In Luke _24, 46=-48 Christ's
suffering, death, and resurrection are closely connected with
the spread of repentance and the remission of sins; repentance
and remission of sins are closely tied up to His name-"

In 'ahort. all these concepts are brought into close con-
nection with Christ. In the lark reference Christ tells the
disciples to preach the Gospel, or, which i1s the same thing, the
news that the sins of the world are forgiven through Him. In
the John passage, the remltting and retaining of sins take the
center of attontion. When we realize the close integral Tre=
lationship which Jesus sets up in Luke 24 between Himself and

the Gospel of the forgiveness of sins, we need tut take one

logical step to realize that Christ, in theas passages of Mark

i 3'dvouare Tyes , that

7. It 1 first of all, af 4 ET ov opare LY -
is, 3’pre§21~.135 which tgtés place on the ggii_ang:‘
this name, and therefore borrows the significa

and from Him in whose name and in whose
eomm?.gﬁgﬁifg takes pTace.

Lanse-schﬂrf, Op. cit., vole. XVII1, p- 400.




and John also, ia setting Himself up as the center of the mes-
sag.e of His disciples. lie might apply the same reasoning to
Matthew 28, 19-20, but that passage itself points to. the cen-
trality of Christ in the words: "All things whatsoever I have
commanded you." Again, we might addu?ép coplous Scripture proof
to demonstrate that Christ isreally the central figure in all
the teaching of missionaries; but our texts at hand make it suf-
flclently clear and leave little room for question about i:he
center of the commlssioned disclples! message.

Of al)l these statements of the measage which the dlsciples
are to spread to the world, that statement recorded in Acts 1 is
the tersest and yet the most complete. Th_e;-a Jesus merely says:
"Be witnesses unto He." A better translation of this is: "iy
witnesses."® Thig latter translation adds something to the
thought of Jesus' statement.? Jesus brings out two points.
First the dlsciples a:-'e to be witnesses to the things that Jesus
has done, His 1ife on earth, His miracles, His kindnesses, and,
above all,. His suffering and death for men's sins wilth the en-
suing, triumphant resurrection. The meaning of these epochal

happenings are part of the message, of course. All this would

be’ contained in the expression, "witnesses unto me." Eut all

this and more are contained in the expression, "my witnesses."

8« Expositors! Greek Testament, vole II, P 57.
Hevised Standasrd version, ps 250.

Westle hap mov NOtspw e '
9. Expositors 'ﬁGraak Testament, vole II, Pe 57.




A closer relation 1s set up between Jesus and His disciples in
this expreaslon; they are speaking as Iliis representatives; when
they speak, e 1s speaking through them. This comes close to
expressing union of the Savior with those who are commlssioned
by Hime.

Luke's record of the mlssion command slso considers the
disciples as witnesses; but in this case, Jesus approaches the
matter from a slightly different angles Instead of speaking of
the disciples as His witneasses, He aspeaks of them as witnesses
of the things which He has done, particularly His suffering
and death.” Thls passage, though it does not deny, does not
bring out the close personal relatlonship of the wltnesae. to
their Lord.l0 on the other hand, an interesting parallel 1is
satruck in thls instance; Christ first refers to the prophets
who spoke of Him before He came; then He gives a command to the
apostles to tell others of Him in the future. Although He does
not make the parallel explicit, we are, no doubt, correct in
inferring here a close parallel between the work of the 0Old
Testament prophets and their message and the work and message

of the newly commissioned apostles.

The central thought of this passage 1s that “repentance and

remission of sins should be preached.” To this thought the

statement in iiark, "preach the Gospel,"” and the cozmand in Jobn

concerning the remitting of sins drive close pnrallds; in fact,

10  Ibid..




they are practically identical to it. The whole chain of pro-
phetic thought, brought out by our Loré in Luke 24, explains
the meaning of "Gospel," "remission," etc.. Chriat came into
the world, suffered for the sins of men, died, and rose again;
this sequence of events sealed the forglveness of sins to the
entire world. That the world might receive that forgiveness,
Christ sent iils disciples out with the message of the Cospel,
the news of that fact of liis suffering, death, and resurrectlone.
It is one glorious circle; Christ died; men were saved; Christ
sent His disciples to tell men that He had dled and that they
vere saved. Its sinmplicity is utterly obvious.

But in the Creal Commission, recorded in latthew, Christ
says more. There he says, "Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever 1 have commaended you." Thls passage poses something
of a problem. Isn't Christ recommending legislation in this
case? Where does He include the Gospel in these matters that
He has commended to His disciples?

Cermane to the discussion of this problem is the question
of the connotation of the words, "observe" end "command.® The
word, ‘"observe," Ty/sfV in the original, 1s translated best in
Just that way.'! It comes from the Greek word which meant

originally: to guard, to watch. 1n its usus loguendi the word

has lost thet exact meaning, at least as applied to militery

1l. Revised Standard Version, p. 72.
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matters; but some of that thought remains in the New Testament
usageé. The lmplication 1ls: to consider as valuable, to keep
with respect, to obey. But the meaning, "to obey," is perhaps
too strong for this term, since the term implies more respect
than obedienca.la Therefore we rétain the translation, observe,
with the reservation that it inc'._lude'a a respect and honor, rather
than a slavish observance.

"Command" 1s #vzédlv 1n the original. Again, command 1s

15 At most we can weaken the force of

the best translation.
the word to "enjoin." The work itself definitely carries the
connotation of commanding as in any le;;-;lala.i:!,on-14 Dut whether
in this instance we must press the term is another matter. Thils
commanding may well indicate the giving of instructions which
Christ tendered to His followers. Since "all things" are in-

cluded, it may also include such evangelical commands as the

command to telieve and accept Christ.

At most, we can conclude that these commands which the.
newly-made disciples of Jesus were to observe are diragtives of
Christ, and their observance was to be one of respectfulrand

willing obedience. Eut that they were commands and that they

demanded observance, we cannot deny. How 1s this consistent with

the promise of grace in the Gospel which Christ gives as the

12. Thayer, op. cit., p. 622.
13. Revised Standard Version, pe 72e
14, 'l'hayer, Op. ¢cite,; Do §1§'
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material for preaching and witnessing in the other accounts of
His commisslons to the disciples? i

First of all, two other expr-eaaiona occur in this passage
which definitely include the use of the Gospel. The first is
wedlyzsiees , to make disciples of+1% In order to make His owm
disciples, Jesus impressed upon them primerily the promises of
the Gospel. kiow Els disciples were in turn to make other di,s-'
ciples; how better could they Go that then to follow their
Lord!s method? Thils term demands the inclusion of the Gospel.

The second term 1s S.54cweev , to teachs As we have observed
before, this term implies a close pez;aonal relationship between
the teacher and the one teachings But the important fact is that
this teaching i1s to result in this, that those who are taught
are able to observe, or obey, if we will, the commands of ths
Savior: In order to galn this obedience, the teaching mst
center about the Gospel: That fact of the necessity of the Gos-
pel and falth in ‘it ®r obedience, or good works, Jesus Himself
brings out in such discourses as the Vine and the Branches (John
15, 1-10) and the Cood and Evil Frult Trees. (Matt. 7, 15-20)

This Great Commisslon, then 1s in part'; a type of metonymy.

Jesus does not state directly Just what the message of the apostles:

15. This program includes making disciples of learners
(mathgte&:ate) such as they were themselves. That

lnean el in the fullest senseé. .
I Robe;t:g:?az.%g‘?, Word Pictures in the New Testament, vole.
L4 p‘ 244.
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is to be. 'LBut He does tell them what the end result is to bes
the observance of all His commands by iils new disciples. 1In
order to galn that end result, the apostles will have to use thé
Gospel as the basis and power and the Law as the gulde-line of
behavior. Eut the parallel commissions leave. no doubt in our
. minds as to what the message ls to tes In none of the commis-
Slons 1s there a hint of a contradiction of another; any differ-
ence in the content of the commanded messa:e is elther an ex=
pansion, an explanation, or an emphasis on one particular phase
of that contents The content of the message is the Gospel; that
1s the message: The Law will enter in, of course; the commls=-
sions don't deny thati But the Law is definitely an alien element
which prepares for and follows that chlef message of the Gospel.
The commisslons of the Hatthew and ilark Gospels add another

element to their commands, that of Baptism< Agaln we must em=

phasize the fact that omission of this thought by Luke and Jobn
does not constitute a contradiction but simply impliea that
Christ did not see fit to repeat this very simple and very evi-

dent phase of the mission commsnds

lHatthew zives us lhe sedes doctrinae for the command to
baptize; in Mark it is not directly commanded but taken for
granted: In Matthew Christ says that His apostles are to "make
disciples of all nations; baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe

all things whatsoever I have commanded you."




Our first questlon 1s, Vhat 1s the relation of Eaptism to
the rest of' the program of evangelization? The latthew text
sheds some light on this matter. The general program is one
of making disciples; to fulfill this program two steps are
necessary. The subjects must be baptized and they must be
taught. ELut we would not be justified in making those moves
correlative, making hnptism subject to-previous instruction or
vice versa, for a correlating x4l 1s absent.l® oOur conclusion
then is that Eaptism and teachlng are both necessary processes
.I‘or the evangelization of' the nations. Their order of aequance',
their relationship to each other, is not fixed in this passage.
These must be governed by other circugatancas. But roughly we
may say that Baptism comes first, instruction second.1? Eut to
say that antecedent Baptism rules out ény preparatory instruct-
ion in people who can recelve it is just as untenable as the
claim that instruction is absolutely necessary In preparation for
Eaptism. The normsl procedure will be Eaptism, with what pre-
paratory instruction is necessary and possible, and then inatruct-

ion for the purpose of building up the Christian life.18

e Vi ) & that here is ng <<
4 §§fg§fg‘%§ al:gﬁz?: erlo%hat Hggt%zing a%d teach-
ng are not stric%gy coordina a% s two lég
cessive acts and means of Christlanizing the
Pebaofenars, op. elt., vol. XVII, p. 557
17. Ibid., p. 558. ;
18. "§.sdr#ovrss teaching them, present participbe.
implying that Christian instruction 1stto o
a continuous process, not subordinate g_tgg
reparing for baptlsm, but eontinuinf a 2
agkiam witli a g ?:‘l:a ;o er;:g%igg disciples
valk worthi o rv . .
Internationa{ Critical Commentary, Matthew, vol. XXVI,
P sd0 T T T

SRl bl |



In liatthew Josus commands Baptlsm. That makes it com=
pulsory to the evangellzing disciples. But .ln ilark He makes
the point even clesrer. "He that believeth and is baptlzed
shall be saved, he that belleveth not shall be damned." Our
logical inferences are obvious 3 falth end Baptism are necessary
to salvation, unbeliefl damns. Even d.baptized unbeliever will
be damned. But what of the unbaptized bellever? Whille we do
hot intend to deal at length with the question of the necessity
of Baptism to salvation, we do wish to £ind out what this text
has to say about 1t.19 Jesus here deals with the natural se-

Naturally, when the command of liatthew 28, 19
If he is a be-

quence of events.
1s carried out, the believer will be baptized.
lilever and is baptized, or, to put it in the other words of
Christ, if he has become a d:lsciple,eo then he will be saved.
If he refuses to belleve, he will be damned. With that case,
rare indeed, in which a man comes to faith, but dles before he
18 baptized, Christ does not deal in this passage. This is a
mission command, not a solution for problems of casuistry.
Neither does Christ here deal with the mode of Baptlsm.

Eut a further important point is its significance. Here

Opinions are varied again. MMany commentators interpret the

19. Baptism is not named along with falth as 1ln it-
self an indispensable matter, but as the na{tuﬁg.l,
S ey, A8 e e aatering of - thel
ec ndicates

balggggrbggggsghe communion of the befiev:lng

Church.
L - . cit., vole. XVIII, p. 161.
i 0 New '.l‘esta;mnt, vo%. I, p. 251.

20. Weiss, E., Commentary on
.Exgoaitorﬁ 'Wﬁgtﬁaﬁﬁ Vol. I; De 9539.




expression "in the name of" to indicate a setting up of a close
comnunion between the believer and God.2l E

The word most frequently pressed for this meaning 1s the
Preposition £es .1n, or into. Since ‘this frequently indicatea a
motion toward or into,22 the commentators seem to conclude that
this requires a setting up of a communion with God. Eut this
translation 1s not necessary. The preposition in, a word de-
noting position rather than motion 1s ‘also adﬁlssible, and, in
this case, preferable-23 '

Cranted that the commentators should beware of falling into
the error or maklng the formula merely a matter or dead roté,
thls 1s not merely a set of words which zive a validity to the
8prinkling of water; few, 1f any, people have sald that, al-
though they mey have thought that way in practice. Lut the commen-

tators wio ascume that this formula must inply the setting up of

2l. 'he words rather mean baptizing into the fellow-
ship of the.Father, gnd ofttgﬁ Sgn, ag: gg gge
lioly G describe no e _formu

dgeg §¥°§2p%?§m,°§3t the end and aim which should

be secur and through baptism. R
Inteﬁg:tfgni? Critical gﬁmmentarx, datthew, vol. XXVI, p. 307.
e ——— AT
Ea 3 he name of the Holy Trinity im-
gl géyéngpigfguzl and mystical union with ¥hem.

incent, op. cit., vol. I, p. 149.

22. Thayel‘, OD e i:!._to' PDe 183-185.

23. In itself, &5 expresses the same dimension re-
letion as viz. in. It does not of 1tself mean
into, or unto, or to. That is the resultant
idea of the accusative case wlth verbs of mo=-

gggg;tsoﬁ, A. T., Crammar of the Creek New Testament in

A s
the Light of Historical Research, ps 69l
Eut in Lte. 28, 19 ... the notion of sphere is the

true one,
Xbid., p. 6592.
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a communion relatlonshlp between the bellever and the Trinity,
are gullty of excluding an important and valid middle.

That mlddle 1s that the baptized believer takes upon him-
self the name of the Trinity; by this act he calls hiaself by
the name of the Irinity; he beccomes a Chriatio-.n, or, in line
with the text, a Trinitarian.24

A further argument for this "middle™ solution is that the
believer 1s not baptized into the Father, etc., but into the
name of the rather, etec. If this 1s to meen communion with the
Trinity,- why is the word "name" 1nterpoaed?25 Rather does this
passage 1lmply the assumption of the name of the Trinity, the
name, Christian, or Trinitarian, with all its implicatlons.
For this interpretation, the translation of the Creek Word,.sf5 ’
to "In" or "into" does not affect the meaning.

Of course we cannot deny that when a person 1s baptized
into Christ he puts on Christ, (Cal. 3, 27) and that this put-
ting on Chriast denotes a very close union betwoen the belisver

and his Lord. BDut that fact and the questlon whether this
The

It

Passage says that fact are two entirely different matterse.
writer's opinion is that thls pessage says more than that.
8ays that the believer is baptized and takes the name Christian,
Trinitarian, which also includes "putting on Christ.®t

24, &is 72 Yroud into the name, 1.e., as confessing
the name/:vhieh embodies %he easence of the
gl;ristian creed. o3 bamant; Lvol A INP 340.
sXpogitors! Greek Testame o Ly Peo

26. Tt must be admitted that Droms 19-3331! at
times used interchangeably with .
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Baptism, then, is a vital part of the mission command. It
is the sacrament through which the new believer galns his en-
trance into the church. It is the naéural means of entrance and
is necesasary, for Christ commande: it. Its significance ls this,
that the recliplent takes upon himself the name of the Trinity
with all the implicatlons of that name.

The message virich the apostles of Christ are to bring to
the world is one of Hime It is a message that Is haa_saved men
from sin and won them for a new life in Him. The message uses
words anc men as vehilcles with ths means of the Gospel and the
Sacrament of Eaptism, the initlating sacrament for the new

disciple.
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The Power

A final question arises in our mind. W%hat promise of
Success and of help does Christ glve to the newly commissioned
disciples? Wwhat will be the result of this preaching of the
Gospel? Vhsi help will he provide that they may be able to
carry on this work without veakening?

To the first question we can find only a puzzling answer.
Jesus in these commlssions does not promise any success in con-
verting pcople. In the Mark comnisslon he indicates that "He
that believeth and 1s baptized shall be saved." (Mark 16, 16)
In connection with the command in John, He says, "Whosesoever
8lns ye remit they are remitted unto them." (John 20, 23) The
other records of the command do not deal with the subject at all.
But these two statementa sbout the salvatlion of the bellevers
- Indicate that there will be some who will accept the messase.
But nothing 1s said of their number or eagerness or grateful-

Ness. 0n the contrary, in each case the unbelievers come up for

%onsideration, too. Damnation is threatened to them in iMark and

the retention of their sins, tantamount to damnation, is their
lot in John. To call these statements promises of success is

overstating the case, to say the least. At best we can call
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them promises of a greater or lesser response to thé Cospel
nessage. In a&dition, the charlsmatic gifts promised to the
believers, (Lark 1€, 17-18) gifts which geve them miraculous
powers, say nothing of the number of believers, but mersly
mention the glfts thet believers will have. Of all five ref=
erences, the Mark commlssion has the most in the matter of
Promises of success; even in it, Jesus steers completely clear
of any promises of rhenomenal success in making converts or of
setting up Chrlstian nations. FElsewhere in Scripture (a{g. Isa-
lah 35) success 13 promised to the work of the Gospel. ECut in
these commissions Christ does not mention it directly at ell.’

In rogard to this mattar,'we mey wiell turn to the earller,
temporary commission of the twelve,” recorded in Hatthew 10. §s
In 15 later commisslons, He tells them where to go, (iiatt. 10,
9-€) what to say and do, (Matt. 10, 7-15) aﬁd then He tells them
Of the attltude that men will take toward th;m. (¥att. 10, 1€-39)
Ee warng them that they will not receive any wholesale accsptance
of their messace; they will axperienbe deadly oppesition to thelr

breachiing.

From these facts one conclusion is evidently valid. Christ

did not expect the numbsr of converts to be the main reason for

the disciples to contipue their work. If Ee had, He would at

least heve emphasized this part of the misslon work when lie

gave the command. Eut the success of the apostlea! work, as

o
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we generally term success, did not once directly enter into the
five commisslons and two temporary commissiocns which we have
considereé in this paper.

But the question concerning the promise of help la an en=
tirely different matter. Lere Christ gives a tremendous amount

of encouragement to the commissioned diciplés. "o, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the world." (latt. 28, 20) "“Ee-
hold, I send the promise of my Father upon you; but tarry ye in
the city ol Jerusalem until ye be endued with power from on
high." (Luite 24, 49) "He breathed on them and sald, Recelve ye
the iloly Ghost." (John 20, 22) "Ye shall recelve power, after
thet the Iloly Ghost 1s come upon you." (Acts 1, 8) :
liere we have an interesting combination. Matthew records
Christ's promise that He will be with His disciples personallye.
Luke speaks of the promlse of the Father, in his Cospele. John,
and Luike in the Acts, speak of the lioly Ghost as the source of

this strength that the apostles will neede.

This gives us enother example of the mystery of the Irin-

ity. All three persons of the Trinlty are mentioned here. 'Iwo,

the Son and the Spirlt, are directly mentioned as being in close

communion with the commissioned disciples. 1This act of being

with the Lelievers and imbuing them with gtrength is a work

correctly assigned to the entire Trinity and not only to one
person.] fhus, too, Christ spoke of the union of Hizself with

1. Zahn, op. clt., vol. I, p. 716.

24

T
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the bellever in the discourse on the Vine and ths Branches,
(John 15, 1-10) and yet referred to the Comforter who would
testify of Him. (John 15, 26-27) Farther:than this we cannot
go; suffice it to say that Christ p:omised to be with the be-
lievera, and that le also promised the presence of the Comfor=-
ter, the loly Spirit.

Far more lmportant for the fulfillment of the commission
was the meaning of this presence of God with the commissioned
disciples. tthat was this to mean to them in the future? In
the Creat Commission recorded 1n Matthew Christ assures His-
followers of His continuing presence with them. These ere the
cloaing words of the Gospel of HMatthew. Immedlately or shortly
after sayings these words, Chriat ascende: into heaven and with-
drew lis visible presence from the dlsciples. We can well
imagine what wonderings might have gone through their minds,
had He not given them this assurance of His ablding pressnce.
How miserably they had falled and how weak they had been when
they were away from Hir in the past three years. (cf. iark 4,
36-41; Matt. 17, 16; lett. 26, 66; John 20, 18) And now they
were to face a permanent, visible separation from Eim. They
needed some sort of assurance and one of rsal, powerful value.

Since all of these passages deal with the same Trinity and

also with the seme power for the same purpose, we are Justified

in taking them as commentaries on one another. It 1s impossible

for us to make an accurate distinction between the presence of
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Christ and the gift of the Loly Spirit, at least for tl;e prac-
tical purpose of their working and their effecte :

In llatthew Jesus promlses Hls continual presence with Iils
dlsciples to the end of the world. In itself, this might have
been only a moral presence, a presence which assured them that
they were woriting in line with Eis will. Eut the context def-
inltely demands more than that. For Christ to bdse the power
for an entire misslon command ugon a mére moral preaence and
approval would seem inadequate. Iiforeover, His previous words
hed alrsady indicated the moral presencs. (Hatt. 28, 19)

iuch more ls necessary; much more 1s meant: a spiritual
presence 1s .i..r:plied.2 Perhaps we can best explain this by the
situation. Christ was about to leave the disclples. ils would
ascend into heaven. Lest they should be discouraged by thils
apparent departure of His and in order that they might have
strength for their mlssion, Christ told them that He would be
with them. Without doubt, He meant to say that.Hls presence
Wwould be just as real and just as co@leta as 1f He wers %o be
visible to them for the remainder of the earth's exlstence.
Ihat was to vte His "spiritual" presence. That was the presence
of the Fourth Gospel. (cf. Jokn 15, 1-10)

The references in Luke, John, and the Acts refer to the

Work oif the Holy Spirit. In John and in the Acts, the passages

2. A spiritusl presence of Christ gimilar to that

spoken of in the Fourth Gospel.
Expositors' Creek Testament, vole I, Pe 340.
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mention the Holy Spirit directly. In Luke the Spirit 1s re-
ferred to as a promise of the Father and source of puwer. To
ldentify the lioly Spirit we may look at the command in Acts 1,
8, In which the power 1s mentioned as originating from the Holy
Spirit. Or we may consider John 14, 16, in which Jesus refers
to the Father as giving another Comforter to the diaciples. He
was to be the source of power for the commissioned apostles,
not a source of divine manufacture, but God Himself, the Third
Person of the Trinity.

In regard to the Holy Spirit, it is interesting to note
that when the "Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and saild
unto them, Receive ye the Holy Chost," (John 20, 22) the word
%th“ﬁ” used for "breathe" appears for the only tizne in New
Testament literature. It 1a used in the Septuagint to express
God's "breathing" the breath 6f 1ife into Adam.® Perhaps it
is significant that God used this means to bring life to the
crown of His creation and that Christ used this means also to
equip His disciples for their world campaign of evangelization.

We must te careful not to presa this too far, for we deal with a

number of tentative suppositions, e.ge., that the correspondence

> Vi
i1s a designed one, that the word g#fbﬁu'wua loaded with special

meaning by its early use in that translation document, the Septua—r

gint. Let us permit it to stand as an intereating observation.

3. Lange-Schaff, op. glt., vole. XIX, p. 616.
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Far more valld and far more important is our consideration
of the meaning of the power which the presence of the Holy
Spirit and also that of Christ was to convey to the new ;postles.
John connects the presence of the Holy Spirit with the authorilty
to forglve sins; Luke in his Gospel and in the Acts indicates
that that power would be closely tied up with fulfilling the
commission which Christ was giving them. The Great Commission
of Matthew impliea the same thlng.4 Briefly, then, we might call
thils power n'combination of God-given and God-preserved ability
and zeal to do the work of the Kingdom. .

But in His earliqr commissions to the apoatles, partlc-
ularly that glven to the twelve dur’'ng the ministry in Galilee,
Christ is more specific in descri?lng the power which they will
recelive. ‘ithe record of Matthew 10 is the most complete descrip-
tion of the early commisaion.

Christ gave them the power to cast oubt devils and to heal
all manners of diseases and all kinds of sickness. (Matt. 10, 1)
He gave them the abllity to answer in the face of persecution.
(Mett. 10, 18-19) But this ebillty was to come from the Splrit.
(Matt. 10, 20) Theso were all powers which Christ and the Spirit

supplied for the disciples. We might go into long exegetical

detail in describing these powers; but they lie outside of the

4, The g £ will 111 the disciples
o/ Zhe elft ol thelfpily form their task ln

with power adequate to per
Jerusalem and in -the natlons.
Lenski, ope cit., vole II, p- 749




realm of this paper. These oxamples of powers, however, and
they are no more than examples, show us that this "power" of the
Spirit and the presence of Christ could endow the disciples
with the ability for the tasks at hand. Pentecost was the
first great and evident public prﬁof that these powers were
really in the possession of the apostlese. Centuries of mission
6xpansion have further proved thls; But we do not need proof;
the prﬁﬁiae of Christ stands sure. He promises to equip His
apoatles with power sufficient for their tasks; the nature of
these powers might vary, but their sufficiency will not vary.
Ko doubt, 1t is significant that Jesus does not explain
the nature of the powers that the disciples would receive.
He dlscussed that with them during His early commissions but
now it i1z sufficient that they should know that they would
receive the power that they needed for the tasks before them.

lIis presence and the Holy Spirit will provide that.




CONCLUSIONS

As seen beforc, the historical analysis trought us face tt;
face with the fact that a zreat deal of faulty and muddy think-
ing is prevalent on this aubjéct of the mission command: The
principles laid down by Christ have largely been lgnored and
Supplanted by human principless This demands a reevaluation of
our own stend on this subjects: We stand in danger of beilng im-
bued with the same false spirit so prevalent among other church
bodies. :

In regard to the basis and authority for the mission com-
Mmand, Jesus made it clear that His delty 1s the foundatlon of

it Ve are misslonaries of Lils Gospel because He, the Son of

God and Savior of men, has sent us: That is the foundation of

our commission. 'The need among men is great; the Savior Him-

3elf mentioned that several times: Our compassion should be

aroused for the millions dying yearly in the darimess of sin.
It 1s signif-

Eut

that is not the basis for the mission commands
leant that the Lord in His final commands did not once mention

the need of men; certailnly He did not deny 1t by not mentloning
ite Eut it is gigniﬂcant because He wished His milssilonaries

to base their commission on His command, and not on the need of




men. He wlshed to zive- His missionaries a di?ine decree and
directive on which to base their work rather than a human
emotion, noble and strong though that may bes

Some men have maintalned that only the original Twelve were
meant in these commissions, or that only men of the clergy are
meant in our daye But the mission commands were directed to
more than the Twelve; that is sures 1t 1s also highly probable
that the CGreat Conmission was directed to more than five hundred
of Christ's disciples, representing a large number of His common
followers. From these facts, we can conclude that our Savior
directec His command to all Christians. The commission lald a
duty upon every layman as well as upon @embers of the clergay.
Every Chrilstian has part of the responsibility of evangelizing
the nations placed upon his shoulders.

The Savior also made it very clear that there were to be
ho exceptions in the people to whom the Gospel was to comee.
All the world was to be our field. In those final instructions
the Savior did give priority to the Jewish nation, but apparent-
ly for the same reason that we give priority to our own nation.
It was practical to start in Jerusalem and apread out from
there. But this did not constitute any greater right to the

Gospel for the Jews or for any other nation. His commission

left no room for exclusive nationalism in the program of qvan-

gelization. The world is the field.
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The news of salvation, the Gospel, was the only message
which the Savior gzave His dlsciples to bring to other men.

He d41d not mention charity or any other works of any degree of
nobllity and vorthe The Cospel was the message to carry. Cer-
tainly, He did not discourage related Christian acts, but He
made the Cospel central to such an extent that we must conclude
. that any other acts must be subordinate to evangelizatlon.

Any of these acts which do not contribute to the spread of the
Gospel are wasted ef{'ort.' With that centrality of the Gospel in
the mission coumand, Jesus swept away all the strictly philan-
throplc misslons of the present age as efforts which miss the
point completely. The means He settled, too; they are the

Viord and Sacraments. o comparisen of religions, syncretlss,
culture courses, general education could be a aul_:stitute for the
life~-giving Gospel.: That was the way Jesus mapped out; that 1s
the way we ars to follow.

For power and assurance, Christ turned the disciples to
Himself. INen have often tried to get thelr encouragement from
the tangible results of their work. They found that the results
were seldom tengible. Scripture makes 1t plain that we will not
work in vain, but it does not promise that we will see our work
bring forth rruit; u.,a' we vorke The Savior did not even mention
tangible results in His commissions; the source of pover was to
be His presence and the presence of the Holy Spirit, The impli-

o
cation of this is especlally important for the man who wishes t
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do difficult mission work. He must continually assure hizself of
the adequate presence of tho Savior; he can do that by the means
of grace, the same means with which he brings others to the Sav-
lor. Other assurances may give him joy; indications of succeas
may help him weather the storms a bit. Eut the only real as-
surance he can gain ls the strong and evor-present hand of the
Lord Himself. With that hand working with him, he will do the

work as the Lord dirccted hia in His Hission Commands.
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