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Conclusiona on Higtorical Analysis

-

During the ccurse of this dlacussion on the historical de-
veloprflant of the attitué_le toward the mission motive, we have
discussed nineteen centurles of progress and meny leaders and
groups interested in misslons. In summary it would be well for
us to outline the trends, if any, vrhic-lll the attitude of the
~ ohurch has taken during those céni_:uries.

The central attitude about which these trends have circu-
lated is this, that the Gospel should be preached to people be-
cause they need salvation, but particularly because the Lord
Jesus hag commanded it. In the early centurles, the mlasion
motive seems to have remained close to this central attitude.
But with the rise of the Roman Catholic hierarchy, the emphasis
has shifted from the commsnd of God and His glory, to the command
and glory of the Church. This emphasis remains to the present

day in the Roman Cathollec church. In the great religlous conguest

of barbarian Europe, in the Crusades, and in the Jesult expansion
of t.he Counter-Reformation this was particularly in evidence.

 With the Reformatiom, the misslon motive gained purification.
With Luther, the command of Cod and His power in fulfilling thils

work became very strong as a working motive. In Calvinism, the
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authority and power of God came in for strong emphasis, almost to
the excluslion of human activitye. This exclusion of human activity
grew 1n the movement of Orthodoxye A violent reaction arose in
the Pletistlc movement, among the lMoravians and the Methodists.
Among these people .the emphasls began to 1ie on the need of people
without Christ, although the command and authority of God still
came In for consideration. The mission motive died completely

in the realm of Rati-nalism, but with the opening of the nlne-
teenth century it gained new life. The emphasis, however, turned
more end more %o the need of humans and less and less to the com-
mand of Cod. With the emphasis upon the spiritual need of men,
came the emphasis upon physical need, in some cases eliminating
the spiritual need entirely. At the present time emphasis remalns
upon human need, often far away from the original central motive

of God's command first and human need second.
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THE MISSION COMXAND

General Remarks

Much as we may be inclined to speculate about the thoughts
~of men on this subject so vibtal to church expansion, we can gain
total conviction of the correct course only by referring to the
source of all true Christian thought, Scripture. All of history's
-attitude on this subject 1s but.one composite of judgments, true
eand false, on what the Savior sald, or should have sald, on this
matter. From Ecripture we must o.btain our convictions concerning
-the mission command. |

Of all the mission commends in the bible, the one recordea
in Hatt. 28, 16-20 is the be#t known. The substance of this
comnand of our Savior occurs five times in the New Teatament.
The liatthew passaze and that in Mark 16, 15 and 16 were very
‘possible uttered et approximately.the same time, during one of the
last appearances of Christ.l fThe commends in Luke 24, 46-49 and
in Acts 1, 8 seem to have been given during Lis last appesarance
to the disciples in Jerusalem, shortly before the Ascension.2
John 20, 21-23 contains a command issued in one of the earlier

Post-resurrection appearances, that of the night of Easter day.d

l. Robertson, A. T. mony of the Cospels P 249.
Ederaheiﬁjnf, fite %ar =~Hhe itessiah, vol. II, p.G5L,
2. Kobertson, Harwmony, DPs

' erﬂheim, (] .' VO].. I]-, pl 652.
S: Robertson, 'H'Ermon 46.

EderSheim' -Q-E. LY} VO].. II, p! 643.

et
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Two earller commands of Christ directly connected with the
mission of His epostles occurred in the Galilean? and later Ju-

deans

ministries. The former dealt with tho commissioning of the
twelve dlsciples to preach the Gospel to the people of Israel,
iia.t‘l:. 10, 1-42; uark 6, 7-13; Luke 9, 1=6.5. 'Ihe latter was ad-
dressed to seventy followers of Jesus who were to precede Him

in His travels. This is recorded in Luke 16, 1-16, '

The final command of any person 1s loglcally his most compel-
ling will. Therefore we shall deal primarily with the commands
that Jesua uttered after Hls resurrection. But it will be neces-
sary for us to investigate these earlier commands of. our Savior;
for 'wa may well expect an important, integral relation between
the two sets of commends. We shall also wish to determine any

further informetion in the earlier commands which the Savior

4Qld not repeat in His final marching orders.

4. Robertson, op. cit., pps 79-80.
Edersheim, op. cit., vol. I, p. 64l.

S. Robertson, op. eit., p. 120.
Edersheim, ope. clte, vole II, Ps 136.

6. For harmony see Robertson, op. cit., pp. 78-82.




The Authority

vAl1l power 1s giyan unto iie in heaven and in earth." @Hatt.
28, 18) "Thus it 1s written «.. that repentance and remission of
sins should be preached in His name among all nations." (Luke
24, 46-47) "As liy Father hath sent Me, so send I you." (John
20, 21) These statements constitute the authority upon which
desus bases lilas entire cc:mmmui._~ If we investigate thils queation
of the authority for the command, we shall be akble to realize
1ts importance for all Christians.

The basls on which Christ founds the aﬁthor;ty for Iils pomr_’
mission to lils apostles 1s_ﬁis deity. In the three passages °
mentioned above He makes 1t very clear; in the other commlssion=
ing passages it 1s implied by His very giving of a command that
1s so world-sweeping.

_ In Natthew 28, 18, Christ lays the foundation with the
words, "All gower is given unto lie in heaven and in earth." Per-
haps a better translation for £5ovn< is "authority-“l Lut
the transletion can hardly affect the Implication: Christ as-

cribes to Himself prerogatives which God alone can possess, an

1. Revised Standard Version, The New Testament of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, p. T T
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authority to rule the universe and with 1t, of course, the power
to exert that authorii:y.g' Wi.-ti-i this statement of Eis deity, He
Introduces lils comnisslon'.'?’-"ro the disciples, Christ's resur-
rection was a final proof of His superiority over other men, of
His supreme authority, of His very Godhoa#t.® Thus Thom;a_-(.]'ohn
20, 28), Peter (Acts 3, 15), Paul (Rom. 1, 4), and John (Rev.

1, 5) made confession of that very fact.

[In Luke 24, 46 Jesus calls upon Scripture as H!.s' authority
and by means of it establishes His own authority. He takes
Seripture as a testimony to His work - Hils suffering, His resur-
rection, and now the propagation of H-i.a Gospel.® The disciples
had been witnesses of the first two of these works of Christ and
they had been convinced of His deity through them. Now they were
to become agents of the result of His first two works, of the

salvation of nations. . Their é.uthority: Scripture, which pointed

"to the divine vork of the God-ian, Christ, effecting the sal-

vation of men.

2. Expositors'Gre:k Tastamaht, ed.uﬂ‘-1 E.tai;.‘ollﬁ 5_:"1' I, p. 339.
3. The majesty oi Christ isthe gro ) or
sen%in‘é g for their allowigg themselves to be
sent. ) P
Lange-Schaff, A Commentary on the kol 1§_w_12t_lz_r_ea_, Critical,
Dootrinal, end Homi Tetioals volo V1T BT
« The suszgestion
The refgrence may be to the resurrect:loni ang.
the meaning that that event 1pso facto place
ggsusi%n alpositéoxil‘e gi aﬁgﬁgr.vogf.l?og- 1eod
:xpositors' (ree 2 . . A
has validity for t;is case, provided that it is apglied subjective

ly to the d d their faith, and not objec ively to the
Power which ggg:%sh:g gained; for fle had this power from eternity
as the Son of God. b

B2 Zahn,ornegdor, Kommentar zum Neuen Testament, vol. III,

PP« 730-731.
Ex Eéitora' Greek Testament, vole I, pe 650.
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"As my Father sent Me, so send I you." (John 20, 21) - With
these words Christ authorizes His commission in John's Gospel.
In only a very limitec way coﬁld the work of the apostles be

considered parallel to that of Christ. He saved and preached;

they preached only.6 But the acts of sending are almost entirely
" parallel. God sent Ilis Son; Christ, the Son, and God also, sent
His discliples.
; In His high priestly prayer, Christ utters the same words:
"As Thou hast sent me Into the world, even so have I also sent
them into the world." (John 17, 18) Already at that time He had
glven them the commission. He would repes® 1t agaln, with tyis
as Hia'aqthority: the Father sent me; now I am sending you; {or
I and the Father are one..' Again, Christ refers to His deity,
the deity that worked the salvation of méh, as.the authority for
lils commissioning Hié disciples.

In the two other references to- the Great Commission, Christ
does not introduce His command with this authorizing.statement.
But thatlis hardly necessary; for in His person, particularly
in HEis Risen Person, He carried as strong an authorization as
one could demand for any project, particularly for one which

proclaimed Him."

g:-ul-enski, R. C. H., Interpretation of New Testament, vol. I1I,
p. 5.

7. Expositors'! Greek Testament, vol. I, P 844.

8. Even Latouretts, who questisna the clarity of any mission

command and purpose in Christ (Latourette, Anno Dominl, p. 4),
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41t is interesting and important to note that Christ's ref-
erences to His delty in these cases are all connected with the
“work that He has done for men. This 1s particularly clear in
the 'I.uke passage where the command 1s 30 closely linked with the
aufferingkand resurrection. In the John passage, the sending
of Jesus by the Father 1s obvious in its purpose, the work of
salvation. In the latthew passage this implication 1s not as
clear, but it is no doubt contained in Christ's tacit reference
to His "authori.ty-givi:ng" resurrection, the seal for all His

work.

7

8. claims:
The endurlng influence of Jesus has been due to
the response which men have given to that life.
Latourette, Anno Domini, p. 8,
and
The experience of the past nineteen centurles,
however, gives him assurance that in 1t Jesus
1s central, that the dominant forces in the
universe are on the side of Jesus, and that
ultimately God and His Christ will prevall.
Ibid-, De 240,
Note: This statement is quoted merely for the sake of presenting
Latourette's view concerning the influence of the supernatural
nature of Christ, not for the sake of endorsing his apparent
universalism.




